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PREFACE. 


T HOSE' who mi tier lake to write Informs, do ml* I perceive y take that Ironbjp^n oilman v"' 
the Janie account, hut for many reafms, ami tbofc fuih as are very different am fj/mi an¬ 
ther : For Jjm c of l he in apply them [elves to this part of learning to /hew their great in rm- 
ffmon, and that they may therein acquire a reputation for /peaking finely'- others of tin m there 
..re, who •write hi/lories h order to gratify tbofc that happen to he concerned in them, and on that 
amount have /pared no pains, but rather gone beyond their own abilities in the performance ; but 
',tFrs there are, who of nccefity, and by force, arc driven to write hflory, bccanfe they were ton- 
lerncd in the path, and fo cannot exafe thcmfelvcs from committing them to writing, fur the 
advantage of pojkniy ; nay, there are not a few who are induced to draw their hi fori cal fails 
out if darknefe into light, and to produce them for the benefit of the public, on account of the «rcat 
importante oj the facts thcmfelvcs with which they have been concerned. Now of thef: f-viral 
icafms fur writing hi/lory a l imijlpriffs the two lajl were my mm reafoils alj'o : for finer / was 
myff into c/lrd in that war which we Jews had with the Romans, and knew myfifitparti, u/ai 
aliious, ami what cone!upon it had, I was forced to give the hi/lory of it, bccanfe /Jaw that othm 
pcrvalcd the truth of tbofc actions in their writings. 

1. Now l have undertaken the prefent work, as thinking it will appear to all the \Gn t f ■■ •_ 
thy oj their Jlndy; for it will contain all our antiquities, and the covffitution of our trover nan at, 
interpreted out of the Hebrew feriptures .« And indeed I did formerly inlaid, when / 
of the war, to explain who the Jews originally were ; what fortunes they had been //Feet to ; 
and by what legijlalor they had been inf rutted in piety, and the cxcrcjc of other virtues ■ vthil 
wars'aljb they had made in remote ages, till they were unwillingly engaged in this lajl with tK 
Romms : But becaufe this work would take up a great compafs, 1 [eparated it into a fit trc.n'/t />; 
ufef with a beginning of its own, and its own conclufon ; but in proetjs of time, as af tally haf- 
/eus u, fich as undertake great things, I grew weary, and went on fowly, it bein'? a taro, 'fd/il 
and a difficult thing to tranfale our hiffory into a foreign, and to us unaccupmed lauguag . l/rw- 
ever,/hue perfons there were who d,fired to know our bi/lory, and fo exhorted me to\o In with it ■ 
and above all the ref ff/paphrotiitus, a man who is a lover of all kind of huntingy but is p.-N.-C 
pally delighted with the knowledge of hiftory , and this on account of his having been 
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ae-:: pr?f,KC of Jtfiphus is excellent itt its Uni, and highly worthy the repeatedpenpal ,./ the rea.hr, b.f.re ! ■ ft 
ler/.iloj the ecu i it ft If 

• deal ;t, eh lee hi entiles, both Greeks and Romans. 1 

\ H <’ no'iyFj Jxh’ty note here, thill Jofephus wrote his [even books of the Jewifb W, if fan', / .grr he nvrole t!< ■(,• } ;s a!; ' 

Tlxjs bods rj lie H*ar 'werepull:[bed about A. D. 75 , and thefe Antiquities A. i). n . !ji;t 1 J.Cuu ,,„rs Ll/i. 

^ I 7 h;s Fpe.phr hi.*; was certainly alive in the third year f Trajan, A. ]). too. Sep 1: V , n A-uin. 15 . I. ay aw'd A,. 

[■ 1 • V V L I! :.o /<■ •was nv do nil know ; for as to Epaphroditut, the freed man of Nero, and rfu rre mis i 

- u ‘° mis pul to death by Donut,an in the iff or I ^tk year of his reign, he acid ui be dice in the third <f Tt.j.a,. 



P R E F A C E. 

cerned in great affairs , and many turns of fortune, and having fhcim a wonderful vigour of an 
excellent nature, and an immoveable virtuou-s reflation in them all. I yielded to this matt\s pcrfta- 
fons, who always excites fuch as have abilities in what is ufeful and acceptable , to join their 
endeavors with his. / tvas alfo a famed niyfelf to permit any la%inefs of difpofitian to have 

a greater influence upon me, than the delight of taking pains in fuch /Indies as were very ufeful : 
I thereupon Jlirred up myfclf and went on with my work more cheerfully. Befits the foregoino 
■motives, / pad others which l greatly refueled on ; and theft were , that our forefathers were 
willirtg, to communicate fuch things tv others ; and that feme of the Greeks took coujidcrable pains 
to know the affairs of our nation. 

• 

3 * I found, therefore, that the fccond of the Ptolemies was,a king, who was extraordinary dili¬ 
gent in what concerned learning, and the collection of books ; that he was alfo peculiarly ambitions 
to procure a traufation of our law, and of the confutation of our government therein contained 
into the Greek tongue. Now Eleazar the high-priefl, one not inferior to any other of that dignit y 
among us, did not envy the fore-named king the participation of that advantage, which otberwif- 
he would for certain have denied him, but that he knew the ctflom of our nation was, to hinder 
nothing of what we ef earned ourfelves from being communicated to others. Accordingly 1 thought 
it became me, both to imitate the generofity of our high-priefl, and to fuppofe there might even now 
be many lovers of learning like tlft king ; for he did not obtain all our writings at that time ; but 
thofe who were fent to Alexandria as interpreters, gave him only the books of the law, while there 
was a vafl number of other mutters in our facred book's. Ehcy indeed contain in them the hiflory 
of five thoufand years ; in which time happened many flrangc accidents, many chances of war, 
and great actions of the commanders, and mutations of the form of our government. Upon the 
whole, a man that will pur fie this hiflory, may principally learn from it,, that alt events ftccecd 
well, even to an incredible degree, and the reward of felicity is propofed by God; but then ibis 
to thofe that follow his will, and do not venture to break his excellent laws ;. and that fo far at 
jmprr any way apoflatize from the accurate olfervation of than, *what was practicable before 
becomes impracticable ; and whalfoever they fet about as a good thing, is converted into an incura¬ 
ble calamity. Arid notv 1 exhort all thofe that perufe theft hooks, to apply their minds to God; and. 
to examine the mind of our legifiator, whether he hath not unde/flood his nature in a manner wor¬ 
thy of him ; and hath not ever aferiled to him fuch operations as become his power, and hath not 
preferved his writings from thofe indecent fables which others have framed, although , by the great 
dflance of time when he lived, he might have featrely forgedfuch lies ; for he lived two thoufand 
years ago : At which vafl dflance of ages the poets tbcmfelves flave not been fo hardy as to fix 
even the generations of their gods, much lefs the . actions of their men, or their own laws. As 
I proceed, therefore, / flail accurately deferibe what is contained in our records, in the order 
of time .that belongs to them ; for / have already promifed fo to do throughout this undertaking ; 
and this, without adding any thing to what is therein contained, or taking away any thing there¬ 
from. 

4 . But lecaufe almcfl all our confutation depends oti.the wfldom of Mofes, our legifiator, I can¬ 
not avoidfaying fomewhat concerning him before-hand, though /flail do it briefly ; I mean, bccaufej 

other- 


* Jofephus here plainly alludes to the Greek proverb. If God be with us, every thing that is impoflible becomes pofliblc. 
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iherufiffho/e that read my books may wonder bow it comes itopa/s, that my dfcoitrfe, which pn- 
ifij.fi an account of laws and hijhrical falls, contains Jo much of plulofophy. Ibs reader is there¬ 
to kmnv, that 1/Iofes deemed it exceeding necefftiry, that he nr bo would conduct his own life 
n ,and give laws to others, in the firjl place Jhoidd confider the divine nature; and upon the 
contemplation of Owl's operations, Jhoidd thereby imitate the heft of all patterns, fo fir af it is pn/Ji- 
ble fir human nature to do, and to endeavour to follow after it ; neither could the legifiitor hinifc/f 
have a right mind without fuel) a contemplation ; nor would any thing he fiould writ Maid to the 
promotion of virtue in his readers; I mean, unlcfs they be taught firjl of all, that God if)the Ffiber 
ami Lord, of all things, and fees all things, and'that thence he bejlows an happy life \ipm tbofc 
that follow him ; but plunges fuch as do not walk in the paths of virtue into wevitabfl nlfries. 
Now when Mofcs was iff irons to teach this lejfon to his countrymen, he did not bey in the tjlablijh- 
ntent of his laws after the fame manner that other Itgijlators did ; I mean, upon contracts, and other 
rights between one man and another, but by raifing their minds upwards to regard God, and his 
creation of the world; and by perfuading them , that we men are the mojl excellent of the creatures 
of God upon earth . Now when once he had brought them to J'ubmit to religion, he caftly pcrfiadcd 
them to fubmit in all other things ; For as to other legfators, they followed fables, and by their 
difeourfes transferred the mojl reproachful of human vices unto the gods, and fo afforded wicked 
men the mojl plauftble cxcufes for their crimes ; but as for our legijlator, when he had once demon- 
pirated that God was poffeffed of perfehl virtue , he fuppofed that men a Jo ought to jlrive after the. 
participation of it; and on thofc who did not fo think, andfo believe, he inflicted the fcvercjl punifo¬ 
ments. I exhort, therefore, my renders to exqrmnc this whole undertaking in that view; fir thereby 
it will appear to them, that there is nothing therein difagreeable, either to the majefly of God, or to. 
his love to mankind; for all things have here a reference to the nature of the univerfe ; while our 
legifator fpcaks fome things wifely but enigmatically, and others under a decent allegory, but fill 
explains fuch things as required a direct explication plainly and exprefsty. However, thofc that 
have a mind to know the rcafans of every thing, may find here a very curious philofiphical 
theory, which I now indeed pall wave the explication of; but if God afford me time fir it, 'H: 
will fet about writing it after I have faijhcd the prefent work. 1 Jhall now betake myfidf to the 
hi/lory brfore me, after I have firff mentioned what Mofcs fays of the creation of the world ' 
which 1 find defended in the facred books after the manner following. 


As to this intended work of Jofiphus concerning the rmfom of many of the JnuiJh'laws, and what jjhihftphical or allegori¬ 
cal fenfe they i would bear, the lofs of which work is by fome of the learned not much regretted, I am inclinable, in part, to 
Fubricius' opinion, Havercamp, p. 63, 64. That u we need not doubt but, among,June vam and frigid conjectures derived from 
Jewitlj imaginations, Jofphus would have taught us a great number of excellent and tifeful things, which perhaps no body, neither 
among the Jews, nor among the Chrifliaus , can rnxv infirm us of; fo that I would give a great deal to find it full extant." 
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BOOK I. 

Containing the Interval of Three Thou [and Eight Hundred and 

Thirty-three Tears. 

[From the CREATION to the DEATH of ISAAC.’! 


C H A P. I. 

A# ConJHtulion of t/oFWorld, and the Difpoji- 
ilon of the Elements. 

§ i'TN the beginning God created the Irea- 
I ven and the earth. But when the 
earth did not come into light, but was 
covered with thick darknels, and a wind mov¬ 
ed upon its iurface, God commanded that 
there lhould be light : And when that was 
made, lie confidered the whole mafs, and fc- 
parated the light and the darknefs; and the 
name he gave to one was Night , and the other 
lie called Day ; and he named the beginning 
vf light, and the time of reft, the Morning and 
me Evening : And this was indeed the firjl 
cj.,;v. But Moles laid it was one day ; the caule 
,ol r f,which 1 am able to give even now; but 
/tt*. aide 1 have promifed to give luch reafons 
"* a' all things in a treatife by itfclf, I lliall put 
, i r its expolition till that time. After this, 
' outlie feeond day, he placed the heaven over 
tlie Vholc world, and lcparated it from the 


other parts, ami he determined it lhould Oar i 
by itlcl# He alfo placed a cryftaline [hrma- 
ment] round it, and put it together in a man¬ 
ner agreeable to the mith, and lilted it for 
giving moifture and rain, and for affording the 
advantage of dews. On the third day lie ap¬ 
pointed the dry land to appear, with the lea 
itfclf round about it; and on the virv lame 
day he made the plants and the feeds to ipAng 
out of the earth. On the fourth day he a- 
domed the heaven with the fun, the nu cat, 
and the Other liars, and appointed them theii 
motions and courfes, that the viciffitucks of 
the feafons might be clearly hgnified, * Amt 
on the fifth day he produced the lii ing e\„ 
turcs, both thofc that l’wim, and tliofe iis ■ ■ 
fly; the former in the lea, the latter in lb. 
air: He alfo forted them as Xo J'ociet), ami 
mixture for procreation, and that their hind, 
might increafe and multiply. On the loth 
day he created the four-footed heads, and matte 
them male and female : On the fame day 1 
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M T I QJU I TIES OF THE JEWS, 
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:dfo formed man. Accordingly Mofcs fays, 
that in juft fix days the world, and ^11 that 
is therein, was made. And that the feventh 
day was a reft, and a releafe from the labour 
of fuch operations ; whence it is that wc ce¬ 
lebrate a reft from our labours on that day, 
.end call it the Sabbath; which word denotes 
1 rf in the Hebrew tongue. 

2 . Moreover Moles, after the feventh day 
was over,' begins to talk philofophically ; and 
concerning the formation of man lays thus, 
That God took dull from the ground, and 
formedt man, and inferted in him a fpirit and 
a foul. This man was called Adam, which in 
the Hebrew tongue fignifies one that is red, 
bccaufe he was formed out of red earth com¬ 
pounded together ; for of that kind is virgin . 
and true earth. God allb prdented the liv¬ 
ing creatures, when he had made them, ac¬ 
cording to their .kinds, both male and female, 
to Adam, and gave them thofe names by which 
they arc ftill called. But when he law that 
\darn had no female companion, no fociety 
(for there was no fuch created) and that he 
wondeud at the other animals which were 
male and female, he laid him afleep,*and took 
av, jy < ne of his ribs, and out of it fo§med the’ 
uom.in; whereupon Adam knew her when 
dm was brought to him, and acknowledged 
tbit Ihe was made out of himfelf. Now a 

Sm l }of( pirns, in his preface, § 4. fays, That Mofcs 
v < I lu'iu things enigmatunlly, fame alUgoncully, and the 
1 .> m / t.ivi •ironic , fince in hit. act aunt of the firit chap* 

, t .eiuli-., art 1 the three fait verfes of the ft com l, he 
i mi hints of any myltery at all ; but when .he 
• ( i: m it. . , IVc. he lays, that Mofcs, after the 
1 i'll thy v t ovei, began to talk pki/ojfthieally, it is 
- \i \ i.mrobibk that hi- underftood the reft of the 
, (>■>;! ,'ii i it- tend clnpt'-rs in fome enigmatical, or alt'e- 
> m, /<’./’ fere-. The change of the name of 

fmwi j'j * it r'li.i | Ijce, from F.lolum to ‘Jehovah lilohim ; 
jo;p to l ' (i.J* A the llcbrctj, Samaritan, and 

, . i ? • >r, <’• j s . io not a little favour feme'fuch change 
i , h i.jm t oti or in iltruflion. 

i V, c •» \ ohiVrvi hi i *, that Jofephus fuppofed man 
• o ’ m i^jiruh ' of fpitit, foul, and body, with St Patti, 
i '1 •.( ’ \ ;j oil tire nit of the ancients : He clfe- 

s k ; i alA, 1 nt* the blcfod of animals was forbid* 

, , o !>* e’M’, lining ni it foul and fptrit, Antiq, 

i’ i k i". ib p. i. i. 

‘.Vic,in . t". . r V % 


I woman.is called in the Hebrew tongue ./ 
but the'name of this woman was Eve , \>I 
ftgnifies the Mother of all living. ( 

3 . Moses fays farther, that God plantc 
paradife in the Eaft, flourilhing with all foi 
of trees ; and that among them was the T 
of Life, and another of Knowledge, vtjseu 
was to be known what was Good and At 
A nd that when he had brought Adam and 
wife into this garden, he commanded them 
take care of the plants. Now the garden \ 
watered by ijlone river, which ran round alx 
the whole earth, and was parted into ft 
parts. And Phifon, which denotes a Mm 
tude , running into India, makes its exit ii 
the fea, and is by the .Greeks called Care 
Euphrates alfo, as well as Tigris, goes dm 
into the §Red Sea. Now the name Euphiut. 
or Phrath, denotes either a Difperfon , or 
Flower ; by Tigris, or Diglath, is lignih 
■what is fwift , with narrowrefs ; and Gt< 
runs through Egypt, and denotes what air 
from ihe Eaft , which the Greeks call Js'tU. 

4 , God therefore commanded that Ada 
and his wife ihould eat of all the reft of tl 
plants, but to abftain from the frce of Kitov 
ledge ; and foretold to |cm that if they t^pcl 
ed it, it would prove their deftrudion. Bi 
while all the living creatures had j|one langtuy 

peculiar to Jofepltus, but, as Dr Iludfon fays here, is <k 
rived from elder authors, as if four of the gieatt.it mei 
in the world, running two of them at vail iliflances fun 
the other two, by fome means or other watered Pm unit 
is hard to fay. Only fmcc Jofcphus has already appe n<. 
to allegorize tilis hiftory, and takes notice that theie fou 
names had a particular fignification ; Phifon fot (. mri 
a JlTulliludr ; Pin all 1 for Euphrates, either a Djprfcn t 
a tlnoer ; Diglath for Tigris, wk is fnuft, With nmion 
tiftt; and Geon for Nile, what arfta from the F.ajl , w 
perhaps miftake him when we fuppofe he literally me it 
thofe four rivers ; elpecially as to Geon or Nile, w{! 
arifts from the lift}, while Ire very well knew the If 
ral Nile arifts f wn tl* South ; though what f.irther/u 
gorical fuife be had in view, is now, 1 fear, i(up 
fible to be deteunined. <. ’ 

j By the Red Sea is not here meant the ArVll • 
Gulph, which alone we now call by that name, btiA', 
that South Sea, which included the Red Sea, a inly - 
Verli.m Gulph, as far as tlie Edit Indies; as Relar. L" 
Iludlou hue duly note, fieri the oh! geographer 1 -/ 


0 >t.on cairi, v, h h _\et h not 



Chap, i/ ANTI q(u I T I E S 

nt that time, the Serpent, which V^cn lived to¬ 
gether with Adam and his wiid\ (hewed an 
'envious diipoiuion, at his fuppoial\ft their liv¬ 
ing happily, and in obedience to the commands 
-•of God ; and imagining, that when they dif¬ 
obeyed them, they would fall into calamities, 
lie perfuded the woman, out of a malicious 
intention, to idle oi the 'Tree of Knowledge ^ 

;• long them, that in that tree was the K/rrw- 
G.go (f GJ ami Evil ; which knowledge, 
when they fhould obtain, they would lead an 
bai'i'v life ; Bay, a li?e not inferior to that, of a 
god ; Bv wlii'di means he overcame the wo¬ 
man, and perh uided her to del pile the com- 
i:i wd o! God. Now, when (he had tided oi 
tint tree, and was plealed with its fruit, (he 
pcrhgSded Adam to make life of it alio. Up¬ 
on ini-, they perceived that they were become 
jl.ikes to one another ; and being afliameJ 
thus to appear abroad, they invented (omevvhat 
to cover them ; for the tree iharpened their 
imderllanding ; and they covered thcmlelvcs 
with fig-leaves; and tying thefe before them, 
out of modefly, they thought they were hap¬ 
pier than they were before, as they had dit- 
covered what they were in want of. Ilut when 
God came into the garden, Adam, who was 
wont before to come and converie with him, ! 
being conlcious of his wicked behaviour, went 
out of the way. This behaviour furprifed 
God ; and he alked what was (he catife of this 
his procedure ? And why he, that before de¬ 
lighted in that eon variation, did now fly from 
.it, and avoid it ? When he made no reply, as 
conlcious to himfelf that he had tranlgrefled 
the command of God, God laid, I had be¬ 
fore determined about you both, how you 
might lead an happy life, 'sgithout any afflie- 


0 F T II r. j T - vr s. 



lion, mid care, and vc'.atGn < 

1 (oul ; 

and (hit* 

all things which might i out;. 

Hue to 

Ypnr eu- 

joyrnent and pleaiui c (In mid 

mow It 

< 1 

p hv tio. 

providence, oi their or. n ;kv. • 

mi, Vftk 

'i'Ut vote 

own labour and pain .-itikinp 

; ; vide 

h (hue o! 


lahour and pnim-laUrtg would foon bring on 
old age, and death would not be at any '.emote 
dillanee : But now tlmu hail abided t!ti< re 
good-will, and li.fl d : (obeyed mv eommami , 
for thv hlenee is not Gy Sign oi thy virtue, bid 
of thy evil confidence.” However, Aden ev¬ 
ented bis tm, and int rented God not to he 
angrv at him, and laid the blame oi what was 
done upon Ins wife ; and bud tlt.it he was de¬ 
ceived by her, and then. c bvcanw an G.v;i~ 
dor ; while flic ng.dm acettfed the So] •<.<»!. 
But God allotted him pni:iftuij$n’, becau'e 1m 
weakly fubmit f ed to the courdei of Ins wkd , 
and laid, tin: ground (liould not beoeefortu y\J<| 
its fruits of its own accord, hut that when 
(hall be handled by tbeir labour, if (bowk! biing 
forth ioine of its fruits, and ufidr to Irrinto¬ 
others. He alio made live liable to the in- 
eonveniency of breeding, and the (harp pains 
of bringing forth children ; and (his hccaule (lw 
perluaded Adam wills t.he lame argunumi s 
wherewith the Serpent had perfuadui her, and 
had thereby brought him into a calamitous 
condition. He alio deprived the Serpent of 
i’pecch, out of indignation at his malicious dif- 
polition towards Adam. Befidcs tins, he in- 
ferted puifon under Ids tongue, and made- hnn 
an enemy to men ; and hi.’gelled to tlicm, dial 

they (liould diredt thcii llrokei ay.dnil his 
✓ ■ ■» 

head, that being the place wherein lay ids mif- 
chievous defigns towards men, and. it being e.di- 
eft to take vengeance on 1dm that way : And, 

w i i e i i 


l! II, •nee it appears, that Jofcphus thought feveral, at 
/(call, of the brute animals, particularly the Serpent, could 
(peak beiore the tall, And I think lew of the more pcf- 
t <t kind-, id thole animals want the organs of fpecch.it 
i . il.iy. h 1 any inductments there are alio to a notion, 
'? d.-.t tin- preient (late they are in is not their original 
' , ate and tliat their c apacities have been once much greater 
.hail we now ice them, and are capable of being rcflored 
■o tlieir fonm r eotidi.ion. But as to this molt ancient, 
rid authentic, and probablv »llcqoiical account of that 

'■A U L. 1. 


grand affair of the fall of our firft parents, 1 have t’on.e. 
what nioie to fay in way of conjee (me, hut heun; only 
a eonjeclur-, I omit it : Only thus f.u, that the imp..t i- 
tion of the fir, of our firll parents to thetr po'teritv, .my 
farther than as fume way the caufe or oee.dton of maids 
mortality, Icon.; alntoft entirely groundless ; .m l tl: it 
both man, and the other fubordin.iU* cicMlU'.es, are’ luir- 
I after to be delivered (mm the rmfc then bnmgut i"-o„ 
j them, and at laid to he Jehvend ft im l&M forul.igi r ':\- 

eufu-jn, Roi:l, VJU. i ,—72. 

B 
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A IS,' T I QJ7 I T I F. S 

when he had deprived him of the life of Li> 
feet, he made him to go rolling all along,• and 
dragging himlelf upon the ground. And, when 
God had appointed thefe penalties for them, 
he removed Adam and live out of the garden 
into another place. 


C II A P. II. 

CuiK (rfilng tbs Pr fieri tv of Adam, and the Ten 
Generations from him to the Debtee, 

./ o 

§ i. /%. DAM and live had two foils: the 
elder of them was named Cain ; 
vddeh n mv., when it is interpreted, dignifies 
a PoG/fn the younger ras ^Ibcl, which lig- 
nifLs ii^r-rxe. Tliey had alio daughters. Now 
the tv.o brethren were pleafed with different 
com ids of life : for Abel, the younger, was a 
iovu of righteoufnefs ; and, believing that God 
was p-relent at all.his tuitions, he excelled in 
viitue ; and his employment was that of a 
ihepherd. Rut Cain was not only very wick¬ 
ed in other reipetls, but was wholly intent up¬ 
on getting ; anti he firft contrived to plough 
the ground. lie Hew his brother on the oc- 
taiion lollowing : They had reiolved to facri- 
fice to God. Now Cain brought the fruits of 
the.-earth, and of his hufbandry ; but Abel 
In ought milk, and the firft fruits of his flocks : 
hut ‘Clod was .more delighted with the latter 
oblation, when he was honoured with what 
grew naturally of its own accord, than he was 
with what was the invention of a covetous man, 
and gotten by forcing the ground; whence it 
was, that Cain was very angry that Abel was 
preferred by God before him ; and he flew his 
brother, and hid his dead body, thinking to 
dcape difeovery. But God, knowing what 
had been dune, came to Cain, and afked him, 
What was become of his brother ? becatife he 
had not feen him of many days ; whereas lie 
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/ t \ 

ufed to oh tv At them converfmg together at 

other tiroes/ But Cain was in doubt \A 4 h 
himlelf, aifd knew not what anfwer to g!\e to' 
God. At firft he faid, That lie hirrcfelf was ; t 
a lots about his brother’s difippearlng ; bis* 
when lie was provoked by God, who preflff, 
him vehemently, af n Giving to know wh 4 A 
the matter was, he replied, He was not h. 
brother’s puaidiun or keeper, nor was lie an 
obferver of what he did. But in return, Chat 
comided Cain, as having been the nuudtrep 
of his brother ; and faid, “ I wonder at thee, 
that thou knowefl not what is become of a 
man whom thou thyfelf haft deftroyed.” God 
therefore did not inflict the punifhment j of 
death] upon him, on account of his offering 
facrifice, and thereby making fupplication to 
him not to he extreme in his wrath to him; 
but he made him accurfcd, and threatened Ida 
poftcrity in the feventh generation, lie At 
call him, together with his wifp, out of that 
land. And when he was afraid, that in wan¬ 
dering about he fhould fall among wild bead:, 
and by that means peril!), God bid him net 
entertain fuch a melancholy fufpicion, and to 
go over all the earth, without fear of what 
mifehief he might buffer from wild beads; ami, 
Jetting a mark upon him, that he might be 
known, he commanded him to depart. 

2. And when Cain had travelled over ma¬ 
ny countries, he, with his wife, built a city, 
named Nod , which is a place lo called, and 
there he fettled his abode ; where alfo he bad 
children. However, he did not accept of hr; 
punifhment in order to amendment, but to in- 
creafe his wickcdnefs ; for he only aimed to 
procure everything that was for his own bodi¬ 
ly pleafure, though it obliged him to lie injuri¬ 
ous to his neighbours. He augmented his 
houfhokl Jubilance with much wealth, by r 
pine and violence ; he excited his accpiaii 

a 

<. 


■* St John'-, account of the renfon why God accepted 
the faenlur of Abel, and rejected that of Cain as alio 
why Cain Hew Abel, on account of that his acceptance 
with God, is much better than this of Jofeplnts : 1 mean, 
btuufc Lam less of the i ed cv> andJleiv fas brother. And 


I *, wherefore Jleiv be him ? Bcuwfe bit cirri irorl r were ei 
: his brcthei’s righteous, I John iii. 12. Jofeplius s 
; fee ms to be no better than a Phatiiaical notion oi 
j dition. 


J 


/ 
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* 

ame to procure pleafure and fpoilsTiy robbery, | 
and became a great leader of mcrranto wicked 
c. mri'es. He alio introduced a change in that 
w;iv of fimplicity wherein men lived before; 
aiivl was the author of meafuves and weights : 
And vvherew they l:\xCi innocently and gene- 
. midv while ihv knew nothing of inch arts, 
In* > - ged the von-ul into ettnhing craitinels. 

He lire, of a!i hi boundaries about lands ; he 
mill ;• yin, and fortified it with walls, and he 
compelled bis family to come together to it ; 
and called that city Enoch , after the name of 
ins c’beft fun Enoch. Now Jared was the fon 
of Enoch whole Ion was Malaliel ; whole 
fon wa; Mctlm! ht ; vhofe fon was Lantech : 
who had ieventy-feven children by two wives, 
Sill a and Ada. Of thole children by Ada, 
one was |abal : he creeled tents, and loved 
the life of a fhep!ic*d. But Jubnl, who was 
hoj'n (if the fame motner with him, excrcifed 
lumii'lf iii mufic, and invented the pfaltevy 
and harp. But Tubal, one of his children by 
the othvi wife, exceeded all men in ftrength, 
and was \ cry expert and famous in martial 
p£:formanees. He procured what tended to 
I-lee lures of the body by that method ; and 
fail of all invented the art .of making brafs. 
Lantech was alio the father of a daughter, 
whole name was Naamah : And bccaulc he 
was lb ikilful in matters of divine revelation, 
that he knew he was to be punifhed for Cain’s 
murder of his brother, he made that known to 
bis wives. Nay, even while Adam was alive, 
it came to pals, that the pofteritv of Cain 
became exceeding wicked, every one fuecef- 
lively dying, one after another, more wicked 
than the former. They wete intolerable in 
war, and vehement in robberies ; and if any 

was he 


e were flow to murder people, 


,'rfl.m this JuEtl, not improbably came fcbcl, the 
pet of Jerri, or Jitk'/rr, that large and loud rut)Heal 
. umcMt, tiled in proclaiming the liberiy at the year cj- 

L'ihr. 

■f The number of Adam’s children, as fays the old (ra¬ 
tion, was thirty-three Cons, and twenty-three daughters, 
f What is here laid of Seth and ins portent/, that 
they were very good and virtuous, and at the fame time 
very happy, without any coiiilderaMc nibfartuneg for 


bold in his profligate behaviour, in ailing mi- 
uftly, and doing injuries for gain. 

3. Now Adam, who was the hr ft man, and 
made out of the*earth (for 'our dilcmuk; muff 
now be about him) after Abe! was fain, and 
Cain (led away, on account of his murck r. was ' 
folicitous for potlcrify, and bad a who: 
delire of children, he being two hundred a d 
thirty years old; after which time hr lived 
other feven hundred, and then died. .He bad 
indeed many other children/, but Seth •in ar¬ 
ticular. As for the reft, it would he ted ion . 
to name them ; I will therefore only endea¬ 
vour to give an account ol thole th,* pt> < ced¬ 
ed from Seth. Now this Seth, when iv v.vs 
brought up, and came to thole }ears in vh leh 
he could difeern what was good, i:o ncvue a 
virtuous man ; and, as he was Inn, ft If of .0 
excellent charailer, fo did he leave femhirca 
behind him who imitated hi.-, virtues. All 

thefe proved to he of good difpofitions.- 

They alfo inhabited the lame country without' 
diiTenfions, and in an happy condition, with¬ 
out any misfortunes falling upon them, HtH 
they died. They abb were the isvi tjpvo . f 
that peculiar fort of wiiuom, which is con¬ 
cerned with the heavenly bodies, and their or- 
der. ‘And, that their inventions might not lift 
loft before they were fuflicienlly known, upon 
'Adam’s prediction that the world war to he 
tleftroyed at one time by the ibice c.f /be, 
and at another time by the violence and quan¬ 
tity of ivotcr , they made two § pillar.-. ; the 
one of brick, the other of ft one : th v in- 
feribed their difeoveries on them both, that in 
cafe the pillar of brick fliould he defroved b\ 
the Hood, the ]>iil,ir of done might remain, 
and exhibit thole difeoveries to mankind ; and 

alio 


feven generations ffee ch. ii. l\ r. btfou 
It.. lie) j A oahlv :pt> reliable to the f! 
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;iiio inform them that there was another pillar 
of brick eredlcd by them. Now this remains 
ia the land of Siriad to this day. 


CHAP. III. 

Concerning the Flood ; and after what Manner 
Noah was faved in an Ark , with his Kin¬ 
dred, and afterwards dwelt in the Plain of 
Shifuir. ' 


« 

J 


t *7VT ^* 1R PP^erity of Seth continued 
^ vj to eftcetn God as the Lord of the 
nniverfe, and to have an entire regard to vir¬ 


tue, for feven 


generations 


but in prbcefe of 


time they were perverted, and forfook the prao 
lices of their forefathers ; and did neither pay 
thofc honours to God which were appointed 
them, nor had they any concern to do juftice 
towards men ; but for what degree of zeal 
they had formerly fhewn for virtue, they now, 
4 ihevved by their actions a double degree of 
'wickednefs, whereby they made” God to be 
-their enemy. I-or many *angels. of God ac¬ 
companied with women, and begat fons that 
proved unjuft, and defpifers of all that, was 
good, on account of the confidence they had 
in their own flrcngth ; for the tradition is, 
that thefe men did what referabled the afts of 
thole whom the Grecians call Giants. But 
Noah was very uneafy at what they did ; and 
being difplcafecf‘at their coruluG, periuaded 
them to change their difpolitions, and their 
adlions, for the better : But feeing they did 
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not yield tg> /him, but were Haves \to their" 
wicked ple^fures, he was afraid they would 
kill him, together with his wife and children- 
and thofelthey had married ; fo hp departed 
out of that land. 

2 . Now God loved this man for his figlitc- 
oulhefs : Yet he not only condemned tbofi 
other men for their wickedncft, but deVrmin- 
ed to deftroy the whole race of mankind, and 
to make another race that fhould be pure from 
wickednefs, and cutting f-Kort their lives, and 
making their years not do many as they for¬ 
merly lived, but ((lone hundred and twenty on¬ 
ly, he turned the dry land into lea ; and thus 
were all thefe men dellroyed: But Noah alone 
was faved ; for God fuggefled to him the fol¬ 
lowing contrivance and way of efcape ; that 
he fhould make an ark of four liorics high, 
three hundred j'cubits long, fifty cubits broad, 
and thirty cubits high. Accordingly he enter¬ 
ed into that ark, and his wife, and fons, and 
their wifes ; and put into it not only other 
provilions, to fupport their wants there, but 
alfo fent in with the reft all forts of living 
creatures, the male and his female, for the pre- 
fervation of their kinds ; and others of them 
by fevens. Now t this ark had firm walls, and 
a roof, and was braced with croft beams, fo 
that it could not be any way drowned, or 
overborn by the violence of the water. And 
thus was Noah, with his family* preferved. 
Now he was the tenth from Adam, as being 
the fon of Lantech, whofe father was JVIcthu- 

lela ; 


foretel a Conflagration and a Deluge, which all antiquity 
witnefles to be an ancient tradition ; nay, Seth’s pofferity 
might engrave their inventions in altronoinv on two fuch 
pillar.-, ; yet, it is no way credible that they could furvive 
j lie deluge, which lias buried all fuch pillars and edifices 
far under ground, in the fedimenr of its waters, efpecially 
fince the like pillars of the Egyptian Nelli or Sefoftris 
were extant after the flood, in the land of Sh^ad, and 
perhaps in the days of Jolephus alfo, as is fhewn in the 
place here referred to. 

* This notion, that the fallen angels were, in fotne 
icnfe the fathers of the old giants, was the conilant o- 
pinion of antiquity. 

| Jofephus here fupp-ifes, that the life of thefe 
giants (for of them only do I underhand him) was now 
1 educed to 120 years; which is confirmed by the frag¬ 


ment of Enoch, J io. in Authent. Rec. parr I. p. 268. 
For as to the refl of mankind, Jofephus himfelf eonfefles 
their lives were much longer than 120 years, fer many 
generations after the flood, as we fhall fee prefently ; and 
he fays, th^fe were gradually fhortened till the days of 
Modes, and men fixed [for fome time] at 120, eh. vi. j 5. 
Nor indeed need we fuppofe, that either Enoch or Jofe- 
phus meant to interpret thefe 120 years for the life oO 
men before the flood, to be different from the 120 years 
of God’s patience [perhaps while the ark was preparing j 
till the-deluge ; which I 'take to he the meaning of Cfi 
when he threatened this wicked world, that il they I >‘3 
long continued impenitent, their days Jhould be no nior> ' 
than 120 xears. 


f A cubit is about 21 Englifh indies. 
% 
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N f * 

frla ; 1 je was (lie fon cf Enoch, thq foil of Ja- 
red ; and Jared was the fon of IVkihalccl, who, 

, v*;h many of Jiis fillers, were lhV- children of 
(lain, the, fon of Enos. Now Eti)os was the 
fon of Seth, the fon of Adam. 

g. Tins calamity happened in the fix hun¬ 
dredth year of Noah’s government [age] in 
the lecond mouth, called hy the Macedo- 
i i.ms /Ayr, Init hy the Hebrews Marhcjven ; 

IA r fo did tliey order their year in Egypt. 
Suit t\h ie. appointed that Nifu/i , which is the 
s ime with Ximl! nn/s* fhould he the hr ft. month 
’"or their icflivals, becauie lie brought them 
v*.t of Egypt in that month : So that this 
month began the year, as to aii the l'olcmnities 
they obfened to the honour of God, although 
he pnderved the original order of the months 
as to filling and buying, and other ordinary 
affairs. Now he lays, that this flood began 
on the t'venty-feventh [f’eventcenth] day of 
the f.oetuontioned month ; and this was two 
ihottilind ft >? hundred and fifty-fix [one thou¬ 
sand hyq bundled and ftfly-ftx] years from 
Adam ‘die hrft man ; and the time is written 
down in our facred hooks, thofe Ij.'who then 
lived having noted down, with great accuracy, 
both the births and deaths of illulirious men. 

4 -. Eor indeed Seth was born when Adam 
was in Ids two hundred and thirtieth year, 
who lived nine hundred and thirty years. 
Seth begat Enoch in his two hundred and 
ftfth year ; who, when he had lived nine bun- ! 
dred and twelve years, delivered the government 
to (lain hit fon, whom he had at his hundred 
‘and ninetieth year. He lived nine hundred 
and five years. Hainan, when he had lived 
nine hundred and ten years, had his fon 
Maided, who was born in his hundred and 
feventieth year. This Malalecl having lived 
eight hundred and ninety-live years, died, 

’/ ", ! 
* Ji'fsplias here truly determines, that the year of the 

fond ixjr.’n about the autumnal equinox ; as to what (lay 

, jf the month the flood Invar), our Hebrew and Samaritan, 

f^'md perhaps jofeplnis’s own copv, more rightly placed i‘. 

, (ui tlic (pth (f..y inlle.ul of the 27th, as; here j. for Jofeplnn'. 

agrees with them as to the ditianee of 150 day;; to the 

jpfh dav of the 7th .month, as (hat. vii. tilt, with viii. y 

j job pi us here t.d.es notice, that thefe ancient gc«t> 
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leaving his fon Jared, whom he begat viva 
1 he was at his hundred am! fixly-lfttli wan, 
lie lived nine hundred and iixtj-two years ; 
and then his Ion Enoch iuecceded him, who 
! vetts horn when his father was one Imndred 
1 and ftxty-two vears old. Now he, wlten lie 
had lived three hundred aud iixty-bve years, 

1 d. parted, and went to God ; whence it is 
that tliey have not written down his death. 
Now iVlcfhulela, the Ion of Enoch, .who was 
born to him when he was one hundred and 
, fix tv-five years old, had Lantech lor his fon, 

; when 'lie was one lumdn cl and eight y-u veil 
yeats of age ; to whom he deliveicd the go¬ 
vernment, when he had retained it nine hun¬ 
dred and ftxty-nine years. Now Eatnech, 

, ./ j 

when he had governed Even hundred and 
feventy-feven years, appointed Noah his Ion 
to be ruler 01 the people, who was bom to 
Lantech when he was one hundred and eighty- 
two years old, and ref lined the government 
nine hundred and fifty years. Thru; years 
col levied together male up the bun before 
let down. but let no one ewurre iwo the 
deaths of thefe men ; for they estcnJed their 
lives aft along, togd’u r v. ith tiseir 1 liiJdreu 
) and grand-chi Id ten ; but let him have regard 
to their births only. 

7. Wi-TN Cod gave the signal, and it be¬ 
gan to rain, the water poured - down icily 
entire days, till it became uftee.i cubits higher 
than the earth ; which was the real on. why 
there were no greater number pr; Li ved, bate 
they had no place tolly to. When the rain 
coaled, the water did hut juft begin to o’’ tie 
after one hundred and fifty days, that h , mi 
the leventeenth day of the ieventh mouth, it 
then coaling to fubhde lor a little v.idle.— 
After this, the ark relied on the top of a cer¬ 
tain 

atopies were fir(l fel down ’ey thofe but tin a liv-I, 
from them wue trnnfmith d (town to ]■;.•!■ rnj ; whirl, i 
fuppofe to he the true account of tli.it tm.J:•••.- : For ;! e; 
is no real on to iirupinc tlr.it men v.eie not 1 .11 ft m r,e.; 
j and writs foon ;V'er t!:ev were tiiup.l.t to /h’.ti . mi pet- 
J haps all by the Meftiah himtl'.i, who, niPii the Isctar, 

I was the Creator ci (iovernor ol lotmiotv’, ;ttul v. ho fre* 
j qtienfty in thole early days .ipjxarea to Lien!. 

c 





8 


ANTI QJJ 1 T I E S 

tain mountain in Armenia ; which, when 
Noah underflood, he opened it, and feeing a 
imall piece of land about it, he continued 
quiet, and conceived feme cheerful hopes .of 
deliverance. But a few days afterward, when 
the water was decreafed to a greater degree, 
he font out a raven, as defirous to learn whe¬ 
ther any other part of the earth were left dry 
by the water, and whether he might go out 
of the ark with fafety; but the raven return¬ 
ed not. And, after feven. days, he fent out 
a dove, to know the hate of the ground ; 
which came back to him covered with mud, 
and bringing an olive branch : Hereby Noah 
learned that the earth was become clear of the 
flood. So, after he had flayed feven more 
davs, he lent the living creatures out of the 
ark ; and both he and his family went out, 
when he alio Sacrificed to God, and fe a fired 
with his companions. However, the Arme¬ 
nians call this place, *T'hc place of defesnt; for 
the aik being laved in that place, its remains 
are lliewed there by the inhabitants to this 
day'. 

6 . Now all the writers of Barbarian hif- 
tories make mention of this flood, and of this 
ark ; among whom is. Berofus the Chaldean, 
for when he was deferibing the eircumfhmccs 
of the flood, he goes on thus : “ It is faid, , 
there is {fill lbme part of this fhip in Armenia, 
at the mountuin of the Cordyreans ; and that 
fume people carry off pieces of the bitumen, 
which they take away, and ufe chiefly as 

amulets, for the averting of mifehiefs.”- 

I licronymus the Egyptian alfo, who wrote 
the Pheirician antiquities, and Mnafeas, and a 
great many more, make mention of the fame. 
Nay, Nicolaus of Damafcus, in his ninety- 
fix! ii book, hath a particular relation about 

* This piece of dfcoit is the proper rendering of the 
Armenian name of this very city. It is called imPtole- 
inv Nr x. ,'n’h! , and by Mofes Chorenenfis, the Armenian 
liiflorian, Idtbii i,::i ; hut at the place itfelf, Nackidjbeuan, 
which figiu'tivH th f.rjl place of defcint; and is a lafling 
nmnuinc.'.t of the preservation of Noah in the ark, upon 
the top of that mountain, at whofe foot it was built, as 
the frit city or town after the flood ; fee Antit]. B. XX. 
chap. ii. § 3. vol. if. and Moles Chorenenfis, p. 71, 72 
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them ; where he fpeaks thus : “ There is a 
great mountain in Armenia, over iVlinyN, 
called Barlk , upon which it is reported, 
many whef fled at the time of the deluge were 
hived : and that one who was canned in the 
ark, came cm lb.ore upon the top of it; andjl 
that the remains of the timber were a great 
while preferved : This might be the man about 
whom Moles the legiflator of the Jews wrote.” 

7. But as for Noah, lie was afraid, lincc 
God had determined to deftroy mankind, left 
lie fliould drown the earth every year ; lb he 
offered burnt-offerings, and befought God that 
nature might hereafter go on in its former 
orderly courfe ; and that he would not bring 
on fo great a judgment anymore, by which 
the ’whole- race of creatures* might be in dan¬ 
ger of deftru&icm ; but that, having now 
punifhed the wicked, he would of his good- 
nefs fparc tire remainder, and'fuch as he had 
hitherto judged fit to he delivered from Jo 
fevere a calamity ; for that otherwife thefe lafi 
muff be more milerable tlian the lirft, and 
that they mull he condemned to a world con¬ 
dition than the others, unlefs they be fullered 
to efcape entirely ; that is, if they be rel'crved 
for another deluge, while they mull be afflict¬ 
ed with the terror and the light of the lirft 
deluge, and mull: alio be deftroyed by a fe- 
cond. He alfo intreated God to accept of his 
facrilice, and to grant, that the earth might 
never again undergo the like effeds of his 
wrath ; that men might be permitted to go 
on cheerfully in cultivating the fame; to build 
cities, and live happily in them; and tliat they 
might not be deprived of any of thole good 
things which they enjoyed before the flood ; 
but might attain to the like length of days, 

and 

who alfo fays, p. 19. that another* town*was rc’ , 

tradition to have been called Sami, or the place >. 1 

foil, on account of the difperflon of Xifuthrus’s or 
ions, from thence firft made- Whether ’any. renu 
this a>rk be (till preferved, as the people of the to 
fuppofe, I cannot certainly tell. Monf. Turnfort lun. *<i ( 
very long fince a mind to fee the place liimfdf, but . 
with too great dangers and difficulties to venture throu 
them. ^ 
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and old age, which tin; ancient people had 
arrivetl at before. 

• 8. When Noah had made thefe fupplica- 
tions, God, who loved the man for his right- 
omifnefs, granted entire breeds to-^his prayers ; j 
and laid, That it was not lie who brought the 
ibllrudion on a polluted world, but that they 
underwent that vengeance on account of their 
own wicked nefs ; and that he had not brought 
men into the world, if he had lumfclf deter¬ 
mined'to dellroy them, it being an inftance of 
greater wifdom not to have granted them life 
at all, than, after it was granted, to procure 
their dcllmttion ; but the injuries, laid he, 
they offered to my holinefs and virtue, forced 
me to bring this punilhment upon them. But 
I will leave off for the time to come to require 
fuch punifhments, the effects of lo great wrath, 
for their future wicked adions, and efpecially 
on account of thy prayers. But if I fliall at 
any time fend tempelts of rain, in an extra¬ 
ordinary manner, be not affrighted at the 
J.irgcneis of the Ihowcrs; for the water lliall 
no more overlpread the earth. However, I 
require you to abllain from Ihedding the blood 
of men, and to keep yourlelves pure from 
murder ; and to punifh thofe that commit any 
fuch thing. I permit you to make ufe of all 
the other living creatures at your pleafure, and 
as your appetites lead you ; for I have made 
you lords of tliem all, both of thofe that walk 
on the land, and thole that hvim in the waters, 
and of thofe that fly in the regions of the air 
on high, excepting their blood, for therein is 

- the life. But I will give you a fign that I have 
left off my anger, by my bom, (whereby is 
meant the rainbow, for they determined that 
the rainbow was the bow of God.) Arrd, 
when God, had faid and promifed thus, he 
went away. 

•, 9. Now when Noah had lived three Hund¬ 

red and fifty years after the flood, and that all 
that time happily, he died; having lived the 
number of nine hundred and fifty years. But 
3 / let no one upon comparing the lives of the an- 

- cienis wit’n .ur lives, and with the'few-years 
. which wo new live, think, that, what- we have 


<} 

faid of them is falfe ; or make the lh on nefs 
of our lives at prefent an argument, that mo¬ 
ther did they attain to fo long a duration G 
life, for thofe ancients were beloved of God, 
and [lately] made by God Litnfelf; and be- 
cauie their food was then fitter for the prolon¬ 
gation of life, might well live fo great a num¬ 
ber of years: And befides, God aJlbrded them 
a longer time of life on account of their vir¬ 
tue, and the good ufe they made cf it in aflro- 
nomical and geometrical difeoveries, which 
would not have afforded the time for foretel¬ 
ling [the periods of the ftars] unlefs they had 
lived fix hundred years; for the great year is 
completed in that interval. Now 1 have for 
witneffes to what I have faid, all thofe that 
have written antiquities, both among the 
Greeks and Barbarians: For even Ahmet ho, 
who wrote the Egyptian hillory, and Berofus, 
who collected the Chaldean monuments, and 
Moclius, and Heftiams, and befides thefe, 
Hieronymus the Egyptian, and thofe that 
eompofed the Phenician hiftory, agree to what 
I here lay: He fed alio, and Elecatnuis, and 
Hellanicus, and Acufilaus ; and, 1 >dicleft thefe, 
Ephorus and Nicolaus relate, that the ancients 
lived a thoufand years. But as to thefe mat- 

j 

ters, let every one look upon them aa they 
think fit. 


CHAP. IV. 

Concerning the Tower of Babylon , and the Con- 
fnfion of Tongues. 

§ x. VT OW the fons of Noah were three,„ 
- l\l Shcm and Japhet, and Ham, born 
one hundred years before the deluge. Thefe 
firft of all defeended from the mountains into 
the plains,, and fixed their habitation th<*re ; 
and:perfuaded others who were greatly afraid- 
of the lower grounds on account" of the flood, 
and fb were very loth to come down from the 
higher places, to venture to follow their exam¬ 
ples- Now the plain in winch they firft dwelt, 
was. called Shtnar. God alfo commanded 

thtm, 
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them to feud colonics abroad, for the thorough ! 
pcnpleing of the earth, that they might not 
i cite Editions, among themfelves, but might 
cultivate a great part of the earth, and enjoy 
its fruits after a plentiful manner. But they 
were h> iil-inhruflcd that they did not obey 
God, for which rcafon they fell into calami¬ 
ties, and were made fenfible by experience, of 
wi -u im they had been guilty: For when 
they i'wwifhed with a numerous youth, God 
ad w■wmed them again to fend out colonies; 
but they imagining that the profperity they 
• '.'joyed m:; not derived from the favour of 
God, be.'- hippo!mg that their own power 
vas the proper caule of the plentiful condition 
they were in, did not obey him. Nay, they 
.-'dec! to this their difobedicnce to the divine 
wdi, tin. udpieion that they were therefore 
tit acred to feud out ienarate colonies, that be¬ 
ing divided afunder, they might the more eali¬ 
ly be opnnbk d. 

Iso"; ir was Nimrod who excited them 
to nub an aifront and contempt of God. He 
was the gum them of Harr., the fon of Noah, 
a hold man, and of great ilrenglh of hand, 
lie pvrfu.idcd tl.em not to aferihe it to God, 
as if it was (Gough his means they were hap¬ 
py, lntt to believe that it was their own cour¬ 
age which procured that h.ippincfs. He alfo 
gnu! unify changed the government into tyran¬ 
ny, ii ring no other way of turning men from 
tire fear of God, but to bring them into a 
conflrmt dependence on his own power. He 
:t!fo faid, //„• -weald be revenged on God, j 
be Hi. o'Id have a mend to drown the world 
tgnh/ ; j' r tint he would build a tower too 
in'll) /hr the neuters to he able to rcarh : and 1 
lb 1 1 he w> -Id avenue him [elf on God for dc- 
jiroyiny ihrir forefathers. 

y Now the. multitude were very ready to 
follow the determination of Niinrod, and to 
(•deemed it a piece of cowardice to fuhmit to 
God; and they built a tower, neither {paring 
any pains, nor being in any degree negligent { 
about the work : And, by rcafon of the -multi- | 
tude of hands employed in it, it grew very 
high, wooer th m any one could expect ; but j 


the thicknefs of it was fo great, and it was fo 
ftrongly built, that thereby its great 'height 
teemed, upon the view, to be lets then '* 

really was.--It was built of burnt brick, 

cemented together with mortar made of bitu¬ 
men, that it might not be liable . to ad.jnif 
water. When God law (hat they ached fo 
| madly, he did not refolve to dc'irey timm" ut¬ 
terly, iinee they were not grown- whir by the 
I deflruction of the former iinners, but he cau- 
j fed a tumult among them, by ’producing in 
; them diverfe languages,* and caw:m u, that 
: through the multitude of thole bug,mg: s, they 
Ihould not he able to underhand one another. 

| The place wherein they built the ton or, is now 
1 called Babylon, bccaufe of the confulion oft bar 
! language which they readily tmderihmd before; 

! for the Hebrews mean by the word Babel, ca;- 
fufon. The Sibyl/ alfo makes mention of tbi> 
tower, and of the confusion of the langmuw, 
when five fays thus: When all men mere of on. 
language, fame of them built an JAgh tower, m 
\ if they would thereby a fee ad up to heaven, but 
the go els feat forms of wind and overt In ew th* 
tower, and gave every one his peruliar lan an, yv; 
and for lids rcafon it was that the city ocas called 


| Babvion. But as to the plain of Shinar, in the 
j country of Babylonia, IieUireus mentions it, 
when he fays thus: Such of the prie/ls as were 
I /lived, took the furred ve/Je/s rf Jupiter linyati- 
j us, and came to Shinar of Babylon. 


CHAP. V. 

Jftcr what Manner the Pferity of Noah put 
out Colonies, and inhabited the whole 

1 § t. A FTER this they were dit 
T .ik. abroad, on account of llu.it 
guages, and went out by colonies every w! 
and each colony look poiidftcm of tliat i 
■which they light upon, and unto which (> 
led them, fo that the whole continent was ( . 
led with them, both the inland and the man , 
time countries. There were fome aim wh<U 
palled over the fca in fhips, y tvd inhabited lb A 

illands ; 
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iflanclsAnd fome of thole nations do ftill retain 
the denominations which were given them by 
their firfl founders; but fome have loft them 
alfo, and fome have only admit'ed certain 
changes in them, that they might qp the more 
intelligiblGijfo the inhabitants. And they were 
the, Greeks who became the authors of fuch 
mutations : For when in after ages they grew 
potent, they claimed to themfelves the glory 
of antiquity ; giving names to the nations that 
founded well [in Greek] that they might be 
better underftood among themfelves; and fet- 
ting agreeable forms of government over them, 
as if they were a people derived from them¬ 
felves. 


CHAP. VI. 


Hoi 


v a 


() i. 


every Notion was detiotninatedfrom their 
firf Inhabitants. 

N r ()W they were the grand-chiklren 
of Noah, in honour of whom names 
were impofed on the nations by thofe that 
firft feized upon them. Japhet, the fon of 
Noah, had feven fons : They inhabited fo, 
that beginning at the mountains Taurus and 
Amanus, they proceeded along Alia, as far as 
the river Tanais, and along Europe to Cadiz ; 
and fettling themfelves on the lands they light 
upon, which none had inhabited before, they 
called the nations by their own names. For 
Corner founded thole whom the Greeks now 
call Galatians [Galls] but ■ were then called 
-Gomcritcs. Magog founded thofe that from 
him were named Magogites , but who are by 
the Greeks called Scythians. Now as to Ja¬ 
van and Madai, the fons of Japhet ; from 
Madai came the Madeans, which are called 
Ivlcdes by the Greeks ; but from Javan, Jo- 


nia, and all the “Grecians, are derived. Tho- 
bel lounded the Thobelites, which are now 
oiled Ibcres ; and the Mofocheni were found- 
- cd by Mofoeh ; now they are Cappadocians. 
There is alfo a mark of their ancient denomi¬ 
nation ftill to be fhewed ; for there is even 
. now among them a city called Mazaca, which 


may inform thofe that arc able to underhand, 
that fo was the entire nation once called. 
Thiras alfo called thole whom he ruled over 
Thirafians ; but the Greeks changed the name 
into 'Thracians. And fo many were the coun¬ 
tries that had the children of Japhet for their 

inhabitants.-Of the three fons of Corner, 

Afchanaz founded the Afchanafians, who are 
now called by the Greeks Rkegininns. So 
did* Riphath found the Riphcans, new called 
Paphlagonians ; and Thrugramma the Ihru- 
grammeans, who, as the Greeks rcl'olvcd, 
were named Phrygians. Of the three fons 
of Javan alfo, the fon of Japhet, Eli fa gave 
name to the Eiifeam, who were his fubjedts ; 
they are now the zFolians. Tharfus to the 
Tharfians, for fo was Cilicia of old called ; 
the fign of which is this, that the nohlcft 
city they liave, and a metropolis alfo, is Tur- 
fus, the Tan, being by change put for the 
Theta. Ccthimus poiTe/Ted the illand Cethi- 
tna ; it is now called Cyprus ; and from that 
it is, that all iflands, and the greateft part of 
the fea-coafts, are named Cethim by the He¬ 
brews; and one city there is in Cyprus that 
has been able to preferve its denomination ; it 
is called Citius by thole who ule the lan¬ 
guage of dre Greeks, and has not, by r the 
ufe of that dialect, el'eaped the name of Ce¬ 
thim. And fo many nations have the chil¬ 
dren and grand-children of Japhet poiTelfed. 
Now when I have pretnifed fomewhat, which 
perhaps the Greeks do not know, I will re¬ 
turn and explain what I have omitted ; for 
fuch names arc pronounced here after the 
manner of the Greeks, to pi cafe my readers ; 
for our own country language docs not fo pro¬ 
nounce them : But the names in all cafes are 
of one and the fame ending; tor the name wc 
here pronounce Nocus , is there Noah , and in 
every cafe retains the tame termination. 

2. Tiie children of I l un poll'clTed the land 
i from Syria and Amanus, and the mountains 
of Elba nils ; feizing upon all that was on ita 
fed-coafts, and as far as the ocean, and keep¬ 
ing it as their own. Some indeed of its names 

are 

D 
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am utterly vaniilied away ; others of them 
being changed, and another found given them, 
:re hardly to be difcovered ; yet a few there 
are, which have kept their denominations en¬ 
tire : For of the four foils of Ham, time has 
not at all hurt the name of Chus ; for the 
Ethiopians, over whom, he reigned, are even 
at this day, both by themfelves, and by all 
men in Alia, called Chujites. The memory 
alfo of the Mcfruities is preferred in their 
name ; for all we who inhabit this country 
| of Judea] call Egypt Me/Ire, and the Egyp¬ 
tians MJireans. Phut alfo was the founder 
of Lybiu, and called the inhabitants Phutites , 
from hiinfclf : There is alio a river in the 
country of the Moors which bears that name; 
whence it is that we may fee the greateft part 
of the CTceian hilloriographers mention that 
river, and the adjoining- country, by the ap- 
pelia.t'on of Phut: Put the name it has now 
has been by change given it from one of the 
foils of Mcllraim, who Was called Lybyos. 
We will inform you prefcntly what has been 
the occafion why it has" been called Africa 
.alio. Canaan, the fourth fon of Ham, inha¬ 
bited the country now called Judea, and call¬ 
ed it from his own name Canaan. The chil¬ 
dren of thefe [four] were thefc : Jp'abas, who 
founded the Sabeans ; Eviias, who founded 
•the E /deans, who are called Get till ■ Sabathes 
founded the Snbathens ; they arc now called 
by the Greeks AJlahorans : Snbadas let tied the 
Sabudlens; and Ragmus the Ragmeans : and 
he had two Ions, the one of which, Judadas, 
fettled the jiuladeans, a nation of the weftern 
Ethiopians,‘and left them his ; name ; as did 
Sabas, to the Sabeans : Put Nimrod, the fon 
of Chus, flayed and 1 yrannizctl .at Babylon, 
as we have already informed you. Now all 
the children of Me If aim, being eight in num¬ 
ber, poffeGcd the country from Gaza to Egypt,' 
though it retained the name of one only, the 

* Oaf c.hferva'.ion outfit not to be here negk’fled, 
•with re,;auf to that Etldopi’c war, which Mofes, as 
general of the. Jwypti ms, put an end to, Atitiq. B. II. 
eh. t. and about which our late writers Com very 
mush unconcorae 1 i vie. tlut it was a war of that con- 


OF THE JEWS. Chap. VI 
t / 
PhUiJlim , for the Greeks call part ®f that 
country Palejlinc. As for the reft, Ludieim, 
and Enemim, and Labim, who alone inhabit¬ 
ed in LyPia, and called the country from 
himlelf: Nedim and Phethrofim, and Chef- 
loim, and Cephthorim, wc know nothing of 
them befides their names ; for the *Ethiopic, 
war, which we fliall deferibe hereafter, was 
the caufe that thofe cities were overthrown. 
The fons of Canaan were thefe : Sidonius,, 
who alfo built a city of the fame name* ; it is 
called by. the Greeks Sidon : Aroathus inha¬ 
bited in Amathine, which is even now called 
Amathe by the inhabitants, although the Ma¬ 
cedonians named it Epiphania, from one of his 
pofterity : Arudeus poftefted the ifland Ara- 
dus : Arucas poftefted Arce, which is in I.i- 
banus. But for the feven others [Eueus] 
Chetteus, Jehufeus, Amorreus, Gergcfeus, Eu- 
dcus, Sineus, Samareus, we have nothing in 
the facred books but their names, for the 
! Hebrews overthrew their cities; *and their ca¬ 
lamities came upon them on the occalion fol¬ 
lowing. 

3. Noah, when after the deluge, the earth 
was refettled in its former condition, fet about 
its cultivation ; and when he had planted it 
with vines, and when the fruit was ripe, and 
he had gathered the grapes in their feafon, 
and the wine was ready for ufe, he offered 
facrifice, and feafted, and being drunk, be 
fell afteep, and lay naked in an unfecmly 
manner. When his youngeft fon faw this, 
he came laughing, and fhewed him to his 
brethren ; but they covered their- father’s 
nakednefs. And when Noah was made fen- 
fible of what had been done, he prayed for 
profperity to his other fons ; but for Ham, 
he did not curfe him, by reafon of his ncarnefs 
in blood, but curfed his pofterity : And'when 
the reft of them efcaped that curfe, God in-. 

flided 

I . . . 1 

fcijucnce, as to occafion the removal or deftruclion of 
fix or feven nations of the pofterity of Mitzraim, with 
their cities r Which Jofephus would not have Lid, if he 
! had not had ancient records to juftify thofe his afiertions, 
though thole records be all now loft. 
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Aided'it on the children of Canaan. But as 
to thefe matters, we '{hall fpeak more here¬ 
after. 

4. Sfi r M, the third fon of Noah, had -five 

fon,s, who inhabited the land thay. began at 
Euphrates,. and reached to the Indian ocean, 
hog Elam left behind him the Elamites, the 
a nee dors of the Pcrfians. Alhur lived at the 
city Ninive ; and named his fubjeds AJfyrtans , 
who became the moft fortunate nation, be¬ 
yond others. Arphaxad named the Arphax- 
adilcs , who are now 1 called Chaldeans. Aram 
had the Ararnites, which the Greeks call Sy¬ 
rian ; as Laud founded the Laudites, which 
arc now called Lydians . Of the four foils 
of Aram, Uz founded Trachonitis and Da¬ 
mpens ; this country lies between Palefline 
and Celefyria. U 1 founded Armenia ; and 
( fuiicr the Bad. ruins ; and Mefa the Meia- 
ne.ms ; it is now called Charax Spafini. Sa- 
la was the Ton of Arphaxad ; and his fon 
w.u-, I Icber, from whom tliey originally cal¬ 
k'd the Jews * Hebrews - Heber begat Joe- 
tan, and Phaleg; He was called Phaleg be- 
t aide lie was bom at the difperfion of the 
nations to their fcveral countries 5 for Phaleg 
among the Hebrews figniftes divijhn. Now 
Jocfan, one' of the fons of Heber, had thefe 
foils, Elmodad, Saleph, Afermoth, Jera, A- 
doram, Aizel, Decla, Ebal, Abimael, Sabcus, 
Ophir, Euilat, and Jobab. Thefe inhabited 
liom Cophen, an Indian river, and in part of 
Aria adjoining to it. And this (hall fuffice 
concerning the fons of Shem. i 

5. I will now treat of the Hebrews. 
The fon of Phaleg, whofe father was Heber, 
was Ragau ; whole fon was Serug, to whom 
was born Nahor: his fon was Terah, who 
was the father of Abram, who, accordingly 
was the tenth from Noah, and was born in the 
two hundred and ninety-fecond year after the 

* That the Jews were called Hihrnw from due their 
progenitor Heber, our author Jofephus here rightly affirms ; 
and not from Abram the Hebrew, or PaJTenga over Euphra¬ 
tes, as many of the moderns fuppofe. Shem is a!f<> called 
the Father of ail the children of Heber, or of all the Hebrews, 
in an hiftory long 1 ;lore Abram pafled over Euphrates, 
Gen. x. 21. though it mufl be confefled, that, Gen. xiv. 


O F T H E J E W S. 1 j 

deluge ; for Terah begat Abram in his feven- 
ticth year. Nahor begat Ilaran, when he 
ivas one hundred and twenty years old : Na¬ 
hor was bom to Serug at his hundred and 
thirty-fecond year : Ragau had Serug at one 
hundred and thirty ; at the fame age alio Pha¬ 
leg had /Ragau: Heber begat Phaleg in lus 
hundred and thirty-fourth year; he himfelf 
being begotten by Saja, when he was an hun¬ 
dred and thirty years old, whom Arphaxad 
had for his fon at the hundred and thirty-fifth 
year of his age. Arphaxad was the Ion of 
Shem ; and born twelve years after the de¬ 
luge. Now Abram had two brethren, Nahor 
and Haran : Of thefe Ilaran left a fon, Lot; 
as alfo Sarai and Milcha his daughttns ; and 
died among the Chaldeans, in a city of the 
Chaldeans called - Ur; and his monument is 
fhewed to this day. Thefe married their nie¬ 
ces. Nahor married Milcha, and Abram 
married Sarai. Now Terah hating Chaldea, 
on account of his mourning for Haran, they 
all removed to Haran of Mefopotamia, when: 
Terah died, and was buried, when be had 
lived to he two hundred and live \cars old; 
for the life of man was already, by degiecs, 
diminifhed, and became fhortcr than before, 
till the birth of Mofes ; after whom the tcnu 
.of human life was one hundred and twenty 
years, God determining it to the ltngth that 
Mofes happened to live. New Nahor bad 
eight fons by Milcha.; Uz, and Buz, Lemu¬ 
el, Chefed, Azau, Pheldas, Jadelph, and Be- 
thuel. Thefe were all the genuine fons of 
Nahor; for. Teba ancl Gaatn, and Tachas, 
and Maaca, were born of Reuma his concu¬ 
bine : but Bethuel had a daughter Rebecca, 
and a fon.Laban. * 

C H A P. 

ip where the original fay 1 ihey fold Ahrru.' tW Hebrew, 
tL'. Keptuagint renders it the Fa)jpn : Put 'Ins is fpoUn 
only of Abram himfelf, who had then la !y p.ill-.c! o\er 
Euphrates, and is another figniheation of >i>e itehuw 
word, taken as an appellation and net as a pieper 
name. 
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C II A. P. ^VT'k 

A" 

How Abram rr/r Faff-father went out of tbs 
Land r>f the 'Tih aid eons, and lived in f be 
Land then called Canaan , but now 'Judea. 




TO\V Abram, having no fon of his 
own, adopted Lot, his brother 
TTaran’s fon, and his wife Sarai’s brother ; 
and lie left the land of Chaldea, when he was 
ievcnly-jivc years old, and at the command of 
Cod went into Canaan, and Therein he dwelt 
himfelf, and left it to his pofterity. He was 
a perl'on of great fagacity, both for underftand- 
ing all things, nul perfuading his hearers, and 
not miftaken in his opinions; for which rea- 
fon he began to have higher notions of virtue 
than others had, and he determined to renew 
and to change the opinion ail men happened 
then to have concerning God ; for he was the 
iirft that ventured to publifh this notion, that 
there was but One God, the Creator of the 
U niverfe ; and that as to other [gods] if they 
contributed any thing to the happinefs of men, 
that each of them afforded it only according to 
his appointment, and not by their own power. 
This his (‘pinion was derived from the irregu¬ 
lar phenomena that were vilible both at land 
and lea, as well as thole that happen to the 
flip, and moon, and all the heavenly bodies,* 
thus : //’ [laid he] thefe bodies had power of 

their own, llaTy would certainly talc care of 
their own regular motions ; but ft nee they do'not 
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[ the tenth generation after the food, thebe was 
among the Chaldeans a man, righteous, and 
great; andfkilful in the celefial fcicnce. But 
Hecateus does more than barely mention 
him; for f ic compofed, and left behind him, 
a book concerning him. And Nicolaus ot 
Damafcus, in the fourth book of his hiftory, 
fays thus : Abram reigned at Damajeus , being 
a foreigner , who came with an a, my out of t In¬ 
land above Babylon, called the land of the Chal¬ 
deans : But, after a long time, he got him up, 
and removed from that country alfc , with bis 
people , and went into the land then called tin- 
land of Canaan, but now the land of Judea, 
and this when bis poferity were beer, me a mul¬ 
titude ; as to which poferity oj bis, we relate 
their h'tfory in another word. L ow the name 
of Abram is even fill famous in the. country oj 
Damafcus ; and there is Jihewed a village named 
from him , The Habitation of Abram. 


prefervc fitch 


regularity , they make it plain , 


that f> far as they co-opcralc to our advantage , 
they do it not of their own abilities, but as they 
arc fit fee vie? it to him that commands them ; to 
whom abac we ought juf/y Jo offer our honour 
and ihauUgi ring. For which doctrines, when 
the Chaltlc. ns, and other people of Mefopo- 
tamia, railed a tumult a gain ft him, he thought 
fit to kv-\v that country ; and at the com¬ 
mand, ami by the abidance of God, he came 
and iked m Pie land of Canaan: And when 
he was ri me A;tied, he built an altar, and 
periwumd a tucrilice to God. 

e. Ikt !< os us mentions our father Abram 
v.idiom n .mir.g him, when he lays thus: hi 
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That when there was a Famine in Canaan , 
Abram went thence into Egypt ; and if tea 
he had continued there a while, he returned 
back again. 

§ i.'ftGT O W after this, when a famine had 
AfN invaded the land of Canaan, and A- 
bram had difeovered that the Egyptians were 
in a jlourifhing condition, he was difpofed 
to go down to them, both to partake of the 
plenty they enjoyed, and to become an auditor 
of their priefts, and to know what they laid 
concerning the gods; defigning either to fol¬ 
low them, if they had better notions than 
he, or to convert them into a better way, 
if his own notions proved the trueft.—Now 
feeing he was to take Sarai with him, and 
was afraid of the madnefs of the Egyptians 
with regard to women, left the king IhoukI 
kill him on occafion of his wife’s great beauty, 
he contrived this device: He pretended to be 
her brother, and directed her in a diffembling 
way to pretend the fame ; for-he faid, it would 

be 
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be for their benefit. Now nr, foon as they j 
came into Egypt, it happened to Abram as 
he funpofed it would, for the fame of his i 
v. if/s beaut v was greatly talked of; for which j 
: eafon I’haraob, the king of Egvpt,j\voulil not 
I>e finished with witat was reported of her, j 
by wmdf r.i cds fee her hiirdcif, pud was p re¬ 
in/’”' tuVuh-v her ; hut God put a flop to I 
hi, u.'iiui; id dioalio;**, by fending upon him 
• ■: camper, and a {'edition againfl his govern- 
i”0nt. And when he enquired of the prieils, 

!■,iw ite i h fit he i •,'«.«.! foam thole calamities, 
i t v told hen, tint this his mile’able condi¬ 
tion was derived horn the wrath of God, n]v 
on a .-count of hi:; im filiations to abide tlie 
!•’ mugm A w lie. lie then, out of fear, alked 
Sara), who the was ? and who it was that 
the brought along with her? And when he 
In! imod out the tiuth, he cxeuied himtelf 
I ) Ah-am, that fuppofmg the woman to he his 
!i h v id not his wife, he let his afleclions 
i,it K .* as acliring an affinity with him by 
’ • lying her, but not as incited by lull to 
ahull- her, lie alfo made him a large prdent 
; ; mo 'ev ; and gave him leave to enter into 
cnmvrlation with the mod learned among the. 
Egyptians • From which eonverfation, his vir¬ 
tue and ibis lcputation became more confpicu- 
ous than they had been before. 

2. For whereas the Egyptians were for- j 
merly aikiicled to different cuflotns, and ile- 
fpifed one another’s facred and aceullomed 
rites, and were very angry one with another j 
on that account, Abram conferred with each j 
of them, and confuting the reafonings they i 
made uie of, every one tor their own practices, j 
he deinonllrated that fuch reafonings were 1 
vain, and void of truth ; Whereupon lie was j 
admired by them, in thole conferences, as a 
very wife man, and one of great fagachv, ; 

' when he difeonrfed on any fubjecl; he under- 
tool: ; aiul this not only in underftanding it, 
but in perfuse]ing other men alio to aflent 
to him. lie communicated to them arillinu-- j 
tic, and delivered to them the fcience of aft 
trom'my ; for, Ip fore Abram came into Egypt, ji 
they were unacquainted with tliofe parts of! 
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§ i. A T this time, when the Aik, dans had 
X JL tbe dominion ovnf Ah.a, the people 
oi Sodom were in a ilonnihing coiui.nvni, 
both as to riches, and rumber oi their youth. 
There were five kings that ma'mwcd the af¬ 


fairs of this country, Balhs, Bailas, hen a bar, 
ami Sumobor, with tire Lag of Bela ;--and 
each king led on hi,, own lumps : And the 
Allyrians made war upon them, and dividing 
their army into four parts, fought aghn'l 
them. Now every part ol tbe army h.,d in 
own commander; and when the battle v i 
joined, the Alfyrh-ms were conquerors, and 
impofed a tribute Op >n the kings of the .So¬ 
domites, who fohijfi;;ed to ibis da vc’g, twehe 
years ; and lo long they continued to pay 
their tiibutc : but o-n the thirteenth yenrffmvy 
rebelled, and then the army oi the /'thugms 
ion them, under their cemnumdc; s 

Am- 


carr 
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AmraplicI, Arioch, Chodorlaomor, and Tidal. 
Thefe kings had laid wafte all Syria, and 
overthrown the offspring of the giants. ■ And 
when they were come over againft Sodom, 
they pitched their camp at the vale called 
the iS Time-pits, for at that time there were 
pits in that place ; but now, upon the deftruc- 
tion of the city of Sodom, that vale became 
the Lake Afphaltite r, as it is called : however, 
concerning this lake, we {hall fpeak more pre- 
fently. Now when the Sodomites joined bat¬ 
tle with the Affyrians, and the fight was very 
obftinate, many of them were killed, and the 
reft were carried captive ; among which cap¬ 
tives was Lot, who had come to affift the 
Sodomites. 


C H A P. X. 

JJoiv Abram fought •with the Affyrians , and 
overcame them, and faved the Sodomite Pri- 
fonvrs, and took from /he Affyrians the Prey i 
they had gotten. 

§i.TTTHEN Abram heard of their cala- 
VV mity, he was at once afraid for 
Lot his kinfman, and pitied the Sodomites, 
his friends and neighbours, and thinking it j 
proper to afford them afliftancc, lie did not 
delay" it, but marched liaftily, and the fifth 
night fell upon the Affyrians, near Dan, for 
that is the name of the other 1’pring of Jor¬ 
dan ; and before they could arm thcmfelves, 
he ilew fome as they were in their beds, 
before they could fufpect any harm ; and 
others, who were not yet gone to lleep, but 
were fo drunk they could not light, ran away. 
Abram purfued after them, till, on the lecond j 
day, he drove them in a body unto Hoba, a 
place belonging to Damafeus ; and thereby 
demonftrated, that viclory docs not depend 
on multitude, and the number of hands, but 
the alacrity and courage of loldiers overcome 
the raoft numerous bodies of men, while he j 
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got the victory over fo great an army wit 
no more than three hundred and dightee 
of his fervants, and three of his friends 
But all thofe that fled returned home ingle 
rioufty. 

2. So Abram, when he had faved the cap 
tive Sodomites, who had been taken by tK 
Affyrians, and Lot alfo, his kinlina !, "rctliru¬ 
ed home in peace. Now the kwg of Sodon 
met him at a certain place, which they calls# 
The King's Dale, where Melchifcdec, king o; 
the city Salem, received him. That name fig- 
nilies. The righteous King; and fuel) he was, 
without difpute, infomuch that, on this ac¬ 
count, he was made the prieft of God : How¬ 
ever, they afterward called it Salem JcrnfaU m. 
Now this Melchifcdec lupplied Abram’s army 
in an hofpitabie manner, and gave them prn- 
vifions in abundance ; and as they were fcull- 
ing, he began to praiJ'e liim, and to bids ( hid 
for fubduing his enemies under him. And 
w’hen Abram gave him the tenth part of iff, 
prey, he accepted of the gift: But the Gup 
of Sodom deli red Abram to take the p>v/: 
but intreated that he might have thou men 
reftored to him whom Abiam had iaved iiam 
tlte Affyrians, becaule they belonged to him. 
But Abram would not do lo ; nor would mAc 
any other advantage of that prey, than what 
his fervants had eaten ; but itill inftlkd, that 
he fhouid afford a part to his friends that had 
aftifted him in the battle. The lirft of them 
was called Efhol , and then Enner , and Mam- 
Ire. 

3. And God commended his virtue, and 
faid, Thou {halt not however lofe the rewards 
thou haft deferved to receive by fuch thy glo¬ 
rious aclions. He anfwered, And what ad¬ 
vantage will it be to me to have fuch rewards, 
when I have none to enjoy them after me ? 
for he was hitherto childlefs. And God pro- 
mifed, that he ihould have a foil, and that his 
pollerity lhould be very numerous; infomuch, 
that their number fliould be like the ftars.— 
When he heard that, he offered a facrilicc to 
God, as he commanded him. The manner 

of 
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of the facrifice was this :* He took an lieifer ] 
of three years old, and a (lie-goat of three 
ytv.rs old, and a ram in like manner of three 
vears old, and a turtle-dove, and a pigeon; 
and, as he was enjoined, he divided the three 
funner, hut the birds he did not divide. After 
Winch, helore he built his altar«, where the 
birds of py v dew about as dehrous of blood, 
a divine voite came to him, declaring that 
their neighbours would be grievous to bis pof- 
;vrity,””whcn they fhould be in Egypt, for 
•|' four hundred yeans; during which time 
they fhould he afflicted, hut afterward fhould 
overcome their enemies, fhould conquer the 
Canaar.ites in war, and poffefs themlelves of. 
their land, and of their cities. 

4. Now Abram’dwelt near the Oak called 
Ogypes ; the place belongs to Canaan, not far 
front the <ity of Hebron. But being uneafy 
. ; hi-, wile’s b.tncnnefs, he intreated God to 1 
<>.ai*t that he might have male riffle; and God 
required of him to he of good courage; and 
that he would add to ail the benefits that 
lie had bellowed upon him, ever ftnee he led 
aim (u.r of Mofopotamia, the gift of children. 
Accordingly Sarai, at God’s command, brought " 
to his bed one of her hand-maidens, a woman 
of Egyptian deicent, in order to obtain child¬ 
ren by her ; and when this hand-maid was with 
child, fhe triumphed, and ventured to affront 
Sarui, as if the dominion were to come to a 
fon to he born of her. But when Abram r;v 
figned her into the hands of Sarai, to punilh 
her, die contrived to fly away, as not able to 
bear the inftances of Sard’s feverity to her ; 
and lhc intreated God to have companion on 
her. Now a divine Angel met her, as lire was 
going forward in the wildernefs, and bid her 
return to her mailer and milfrefs, for if fhe 
would fubmit to that wile advice, fhe would 
Jive better hereafter ; for that the reafon of her 
"being in fuch a miferable cafe was this, that i 
fhe had been ungrateful and arrogant towards j 
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ber miflrefs. He alfo told her, that if fhe dif¬ 
obeyed God, and went on frill in her way, fhe 
fhou'd perifh : but if fbe would return back, 
fie ihould become the mother of a fon, who 
fhould reign over that country. TJiefe admo¬ 
nitions fhe obeyed, and returned to her mafter 
and miflrefs, and obtained forgivends. A 
little while afterwards, fhe hare Ifrnacl, which 
may be interpreted, Heard of God , becaule 
God had heard Jiis mother’s prayer. . 

5. T 11 V. fore-mentioned fon was horn to 
Abram when he was eighty-fix years old : But 
when he was ninety-nine, God appeared to 
him, and promifed him, that he Ihould. have 
a fon by Sarai, and commanded tiiat his name 
fhould be Ijuac ; and lhewcd him, that from 
this fon fhould fpring great nations and kings, 
and that they fliould obtain all the land of Ca¬ 
naan by war, from Sidon to Egypt. But he 
charged him, in order to keep his poflerity 
unmixt with others, that they fhould he oir- 
cumcifcd in the fiefh of their ioiv-fkm, and 
that this fliould he done on the eighth day 
1 after they were horn : The reafon of which 
! circumcifion, I will explain in another ph.ee. 

1 And Abram enquiring alfo concerning llrnacl, 
i whether he fhould live or not, God llgnihed 
| to him, that he fhould live to he very old, and 
j fhould he the father of great nations : Abram 
j therefore gave thanks to God for thefc blef- 
| lings ; and then he, and all 1 ,13*family, with 
S his fon liinael, were circurncifed immedi ftely ; 

J the fon being that day thirteen years of age. 
| and he ninety-nine. 

j - — - - ■ — — ■ — - - - - - — - 

| C H A P. XI. 

1 llow God overthrew tin Nation of the Sodomites^ 
J out of his Wrath againjl them for their Sin. 1 . 

§ 1. l\ BOUT 1 this time the Sodomites grew 
J~~\ proud, on account of their riches 

and 


* It is worth noting here, that Cod required no other 
faenfh*'^, under the law of Mofes, than what were taken 
from thefc five kinds </f animals which he here required of 
Abram. Nor did the Jews iced upon any other domdlic 


!l animals than the three here named, as F.elanJ obferves 

I on Antiq. B. IV. eh. iv. j 4. 

II f As to tins affliction of Abraham’s pofterity for 400 
| yeats, fee Antiq. 13 . II. ch. ix. § 1. 
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an.i tpr.it wealth : they became unjuft towards 
• I’CJ!, and impious towards God, infomuch that 
they did not call to mind the advantages they 
received from him : they-hated ftrangers, and 
abided themlelves with Sodomiticul practices.' 
God \va; therefore Anuch difpleafed at them, 
and determined to punilh them for their pride, 
and to overthrow their city, and to lay widte 
their country, until there ihould neither plant 
nor iruit grow out of it. 

2. AVukn God had thus refolvcd concern¬ 
ing the Sodomites, Abraham, as he fat by the 
Onk (>i Mamlnv, at the door of his tent, ftw j 
, three angels; and thinking them to be ilran- 
gers, be role up, and fainted them, and defir- 
ed they would accept of an entertainment, and 
abide with him; to which, when they agreed, 
he ordered cakes of meal to be made prefent- 
iy ; and when they had llain a calf, he roafted 
it, nui brought it to them, as they fat under 
the Oak. Now they mad a fhew of eating-5 J 
and he biles, they inked him about his wife Sa¬ 
rah, wlove the was? and when he faid, the 
was within, they faid, they Ihould come a- 
gain hcrcafier, ;ntd lind her become a, mother. 

I hum which the woman laughed, and faid, that 
it wu impofiihielhc Ihould bear children, lince 
ib.e was ninety years of age, and her hufband 
wits an lumdred. Then tliey concealed thern- 
lelvcs no longer, but declared that they were 
A nods of God ; and that one of them was lent 
to iufSi niliicm about the child, and two for 
lire overthrow of Sodom. 

g. \V n kn Abraham heard this, he was grie¬ 
ved for tlie Sodomite:;; and he role up, and 
heihtight God for them, and entreated him that 
he would not ddlrov the righteous with the 
wicked. And when God had replied, .That 
tint there was no good man among the Sodo¬ 
mites ; for if there were but ten Inch men 

# 

* TIv.A f o f.i’t as they arc oiled, Gen. -six. 

is, — i mi- !m in- lii (hi d, becaulr they were’betrothed 
to Lot', liair.h.evs, though not yft married to them. See 
note on An; hi. 15. XIV. id', xiii. J l. 

j- Of the War, 15. TV. chap. viii. $4. 

1 T! i-, fiU-r of pit was, we lee here, Handing in the 
dj.-es ot'j.iL pirns, and hr had fecn it. Thai it was (landing 
ih x , ..rb atti lie J n by Clement of Rome* contemporary 
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among them, he would not punilh any of them 
for their fins, Abraham held his peace. And 
the angels came to the city of the Sodomites, 
and Lot entreated them to accept of.a lodging 
with him g for he was a very generous and 
hofpitablc man, and one tlfat bad learned to 
imitate the guodnei's of Abraham. Now when, 
the Sodomites law the young mc r f‘ to be of 
beautiful countenances, and this ft’6 an exuaor- 
dinarv degree, and that thev took no their 
lodgings with Lot, they refolvcd themfclvcs t- 
enjoy thole beautiful boys by force and vio¬ 
lence; and when Lot exhorted them to fbhd- 
ety, and not to offer any thing immodell. to 
the ftrangers, but to have regard to their lodg¬ 
ing inhishoufg : and promifed, that if their in¬ 
clination would not be, governed, be would cx~ 
pole Ills daughters to their lull, inftead of the 
llrange? s.; neither thus were they made a- 
lliamed. 

4. BuT God was much difplcafed at t#ieir 
impudent behaviour,fo that he both fmole tin fc 
men with biintktdh, and condemned the ; 
domites to imiverfa) deftru&ion. Bur j.w, 
upon God’s informing him of the future dc- 
’ ftriklkni of the Sodomites, went away, taking 
with hint his wife, and daughters, who were 
two, and {fill virgins ; for thole that were 
jj ‘betrothed to them were above the thoughts 
! of going, and deemed that Lot's words were 
trifling. God then call a thunderbolt upon 
the city, and let it on lire, with its inha¬ 
bitants ; and laid waftp the country with the 
like burning, §s I fbrfnerly faid when I wrote 
the 1 ' Jewilh war. But Lot’s wife continually 
turning hack to view the city, as Ihe went 
from it, and being too nicely inquilitive what 
would become of it, although God had inr- 
bidden her fo to do, was changed into a J pil¬ 
lar 

• < 

villi Jofrphus ; as alio dial it was fo in thr next century, 
is attefted by Ire mens, with the addition of an hypothetic, 
howjt came to laft fo long, with all its memb'-ra entire.— 
"Whether the account that fome modern rravt-lieis give be 
ttup, that it is ft ill Handing, I do not know. Its remote 
fitmition, at the atm oft fouthern point of the fcacd Lodom, 
in the wild and dangerous defarts of Arabia, makes it ex¬ 
ceeding 
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lar of fait : For I have feen it, and it remains 
at this day. Now he and his daughters fled i 
to a certain finall place, encompafl'ed with the j 
fire, jpad fettled in it: It is to this day called ! 
Zoarfiar that is the word which the Hebrews 
'{Tuflfir a [mall thing. There it was that he I 
Fved a mi fc cable life, on account pf his having 
no company, and his want of provifions. 

5. Bu r fib-daughters thinking that all man¬ 
kind were deftroyed,* approached to their fa¬ 
ther, ttiiough taking care not to be perceived. 
This they did, tha f . human kind might not 
utterly fail : And they bare fons; the fon 
of the elder was named Moab , which de¬ 
notes one derived from his father ; the younger 
bare Ammon , which name denotes one derived 
from a kinfman. The former of whom was the 
father of the Moabites, which is even ftill a 
great nation; the latter was the father of the 
Ammonites ; and both of them are inhabitants 
of Col e-Syria. And fuch was the departure of 
~Xyt from among the Sodomites. 

' \ 1 


CHAP. XII. 


Concerning Abimdech ; concerning If mad, the 
Son off Abraham ; and concerning the Ara¬ 
bians; which were his Pojlerity. 


§ 1. A B RAH AM now removed to Gerar 
ii, of Paleftine, leading Sarah along 
with him, under the notion of his fitter, ufing 
the like diffimulation that he had ufed before, 
and this out of fear : For he was afraid of Abi- 
melech, the king of that country, who did alfo 
himfclf fall in love with Sarah, and was dif- 
polcd to corrupt her; but he was reftrained 


from fatisfying his lufl by a dangerous difu-n - 
per, which befcl him from God. Now v. hen 
his phylicians delpaired of cming him, he fell 
afleep, and law a dream, warning him not to 
abufe the ftranger's wife ; and when he reco¬ 
vered, he told his friends, that God had in- 
flidled that difeafe upon him, by way of punifh- 
ment for his injury to the ftranger; and in or¬ 
der to preferve the chattily of his wife, for 
that fhe did not accompany him as his litter, 
but as his legitimate wife; and that God had 
promxfed to be gracious to him for the time to 
come, if this perfon be once feeurc of his wife’s 
chaftity. When he had faid this, hy tlie ad¬ 
vice of his friends, he lent for Abraham, and 
bid him not be concerned about his wife, or 
fear the corruption of her chattily ; for that 
God took carc of him, and that it was by his 
providence that lie received his wife again, 
without her fuffering any abufe. And he ap¬ 
pealed to God, and to his wife’s confluence ; 
and faid, that he had not had any inclination 
at firft to enjoy her, if he had known the was 
his wife ; but fince, faid he, thou ledft her 
about as thy fitter, I was guilty of no offence. 
He alfo intreated him to be at pea.ee with him ; 
and to make God propitious to him : And that 
if he thought fit to continue with him, lie, 
fhould have what he wanted in abundance ; 
but that if he defigned to go away, he fhould 
he honourably conducted, and. have what fo- 
ever fuppiy lie wanted when he frlrh£ thither. 
Upon his faying this, Abraham told him, that 
his pretence of kindred to his wife was no lie, 
becaufc fhe was his brother’s daughter ; and 
that he did not think himfclf l'afe in his travels 

abroad 


reeding difficult for inquifitive travellers to examine the 
place; and for common reports of country people, at a 
di(lance, they arc not very fatisfaflory. In the mean 
time, I have no opinion of I.c Clerc’s difiertsrtion or hy- 
poth.di; about th’.s queftion, which can only be determin¬ 
ed by "ye-witncfles. When Chriftian princes, fo called, 
lay affile their foolith and unehriftian wars and quarrels, 
and fend a body of fit perfons to travel over the F.aft, and 
bnnft us faithful accounts of all ancient monuments, and 
prw (•••:- us copies of all ancient records, at prefent loft 
among us, we may hope for full fatisfaclion in fuch en¬ 
quiries ; hut hardly before. 

No. II. 


* I fee no proper wicked intention in thefe daughters 
of Lot, when, in a cafe which appeared to rhem of un¬ 
avoidable neceffitv, they procured themfclve; to he with 
child by their father. Without fuch an unavoulaHc nc- 
Peffity, me eft is an hot rid crime ; hut v bother in ftu b a 
cafe of ncceffiry, as they apprehended ibis t:> hi, aci"-d- 
ing to Jofephus, it was ary fuch crime, t err. n< 1 bit is- 
fied. In the mean time, tJiOtr making their fir her drunk, 
and their felicitous con'calmerfi of what they did firm 
hifia, ttiews that they dufir.uml of, pet funding him to an 
a£Hon, which, at the heft, could not "hut be very lui'ni- 
cious and (hocking to fo good a man. 

F 
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sb"0;J witiiout this fort of diffimulation ; and 
that he was not the cauie of his diftemper, hut 
was only felicitous for his own fafcty: He'find 
alio, that lie was ready to Ray with film. 
Whereupon Ahimelech ailigned him land, and 
money ; and they covenanted to live together 
without guile, and took an oath at a certain 
well, called Beerjhcba , which may ’be interpret¬ 
ed, The well of the oath : And lo it is named 
by the people of the country unto this day. 

2. Now in a Utile time Abraham had a fon 
by Sarah, as God had foretold to him, whom 
he named !jaac, which Ugnitics laughter. And 
indeed they io called him, becaufe Sarah laughed 
when Wiod laid that flie Ihould bear a fon, fhe 
not expecting fuch a thing, as being part the 
age of child-bearing, for Ihe was ninety years 
old, and Abraham an hundred ; fo that this fon 
was born to them both in the la ft year of each 
of thofe decimal numbers. And they circum- 
cifed him upon the eighth day: And from that 
time the Jews continue the cuftom of circum- 
ciling their Tons within that number of days. 
But as for the Arabians, they circumcife after 
the thirteenth year, becaufe Ifmael, the founder 
of their nation, who was born to Abraham of 
the concubine, was circumcifed at that age ; 

t , concerning whom I will prefently give a parti¬ 
cular account with great cxadtnels. 

3. As for Sarah, Ihe at iirft loved Ifmael, 
who was born, of her own handmaid Hagar, 
with an'adctuon not inferior to that of her own 
fon, for he was b; ought up in order to fucceed 
in the government: But when flic herfelf had 
born Iftsac, fhe was not willing that Ifmael 
ihould be brought up with him, as being too 

* Ii is well worth obfervation, that Jofeplius licre calls 
that principal angel, who appeared to Abraham, and fore¬ 
told the birth of [f,ue, directly God; which language of 
Jofeplius here, prepares us to believe thofe other expref- 
fi-ons of his, that Jefus tws a wife man, if it lie lawful to 
call him a nun, Antiq. 15 . XVIII. ch. iii. 3. and 
of God, the- ilia!, in his homily concerning Hades, may 
be hot!) genuine. Nor is the other expreffion of divine 
Angel, ufeil prefetJtly, and hefoie, alfo of any other figni- 
ficahon. 

% Jofeplius here calls Ifmael a young child or infant, 
though he was above 13 years of age ; as Judas calls him- 

,fclf and his brethren young men , when they were 47, and 


old for him, and able to do him injuries, when 
tlreir father ihould be dead, fhe therefore per- 
fuaded Abraham to fend him and Ids mother to 
fume diilant country. Now, at the frit, he 
did not agree to what Sarah was fo /.cnic/s for, 
and thought it an inftance of the greateil bai mi¬ 
nty to lend away a iji young child, and a wq 
man, unprovided of nccelfaries ; but iu length 
he agreed to it, becaufe God was, picafed wim 
what Sarah had determined: So lie delivered 
lihmael to his mother, as not yet able tOVo by 
himfclf; and commanded, her to take a bottle 
of water, and a loaf of bread, and fo to depart, 
and to take ncceifity for her guide. But as 
foon as her neccflary provifions failed, ihe 
found-herfelf in an evil cafe; and when the 
water was almoft fpent, ihe laid the young 
child, who was ready to expire, under a fir 
tree, and went on farther, that fo he might die 
while ihe was abfent. But a divine Jlngci 
came to her, and told her of a fountain hard 
by, and hid her take care, and bring up tin* 
child, becaufe fhe ihould be very happy by Wy 
prefervation of lihmael. She then took cour¬ 
age, upon the profped of what was promifed 
her, and meeting with feme fhepherds, by 
their care ihe got clear of the diitrell'es ihe had 
been in. 

4. When the lad was grown up, he marri¬ 
ed a wife, by birth an Egyptian, from whence 
the mother was herfelf derived originally. Of 
this wife were born to lihmael twelve fons, Na- 
baioth, Kedar, Abdeel, Mabfam, Idumas, Maf- 
maos, Maflaos, Chodad, Theman, Jetur, Na- 
phefus, Kadmas. Thefe inhabited all the 

country 

he had two children, Antiq. B. II. chap. vi. § B. and they 
were of much the fame age as is a damfcl of 12 years old 
called a little child, Mark v. 39, —42. five fcveral times. 
Herod alfo is faid by Jofephus to he a very young man at 
25. See the note on Antiq. B. XiV. chap. ix. § 2. . 
and, Of the War, B. I. chap. x. And Aiiltobu-'* 
lus is flyled a very little child at 16 years of age, Antiq. 
B. XV. chap. ii. § 6, 7. Domitian is alfo called by him 
a very young child, when lie went on his German expe¬ 
dition at about 18 years of age. Of the War, B. VII. chap, 
iv. § 2. Samfon’s wife, and Ruth, when they ..ere 
widows, are called children, Ant ftp B. V. chap vni. 

§ 6 . and chap. ix. § 2, 3. 



Chap. XIII. 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE j ifW S. 


2 I 


country from Euphrates, to the Red Sea, and 
Veiled it Nabatene. They are an Arabian na- 
tionyyoj name their tribes* from thefe, both be- 
their own virtue, and bc-oaufe o! the 


dignity of Abraham their father. 


) 




C II A P. XIII. 

'Coinrrt.’intr ]facie , the legitimate Son uf Abraham. 

OW Abraham greatly loved Ifaac, as 
being his * only begotten , and given 
to him at the borders of old age, by the favour 
oi’ God. The child alio endeared himfelf to his 
parents ftill more, by the exercife of every vir¬ 
tue, and adhering to his duty to his parents, 
and being zealous in the worfhip of God. A- 
hraliam alfo placed his own luippinefs wholly 
hi :hh prolpedt, that when he lhould die he 
thouid leave this his fon in a fife and lecure 
.-.idition ,•which accordingly he obtained, by 
*n'f will of God : Who being defirous to make 
an experiment of Abraham’s religious difpofi- 
tion towards him left, appeared to him, and 
L * i’h unnerated all the bleflingshe had bellowed 
on liim; how he had made him Arperior to 
his enemies ; and tliat his fon Ifaac, who 
was the principal part ol his prelent happi- 
nefs, was derived from him; and he laid, 
that he required this fon of his, as a facri- 
Acc, and holy oblation. ” Accordingly he 
commanded him to carry him to the mountain 
Moriah, and to build an altar, and offer him 
for a burnt-offering upon it ; for that this 
would heft manifeft his religious difpofition to¬ 
wards him, if he preferred what was pleading 
to God, before the prefervation of his own fon. 

2. Now Abraham thought that it was not 
right to difobey God in any thing, but that he 
^ was obliged to ferve him in every circumllance 
of life, fmcc idl creatures that live enjoy their 
life by his providence, and the kindnels he be- 

* Note, dial both here, and Heb. xi. 17. Ifaac is called 
Abj. iii\ -n'a only begotten f»i, though he at the fame time had 
""another fon Almiael. The Scptuagint exprefs the true 
meaning, by rendering the text, the beloved fon. 

+ Here is a plain error in the copies, which fay, that 
' jxiol' David afterwards built the temple on this mount 


hows on them. Accordingly he concealed this 
command of God, and his own intentions 
bout the flaughter of Ids fon, from his wile, 
as alfo from every one of his Art ants, other- 
wile he lhould have been hindered from his o~ 
bedience to God; and he took Ifaac, together 
with two of his fervants, and laying what 
things were neceiTary for a facruioe upon an 
als, he went away to the mountain.. Now (he 
two fervants went alone: with him two tiavs; 
but on the third day, as loon as he law the 
mountain, he left thole fervants, that were 
with him till then, in the plain, and having his 
km alone with him, he came to the mountain. 
It was that mountain upon which King David 
afterwards built ijl the temple. Now they had 
brought with them every thing necelfary for a 
facrificc, excepting the animal that was to be 
offered only. Now Ifaac was twenty-five years 
old. And as he was building tile altar, he a fix¬ 
ed his father, “ What he was about to oner, 
Alice there was no animal there for an obla¬ 
tion To which it was anfwered, “ That 
God would provide himfelf an oblation, he 
being able to make a plentiful provifien fyr 
men out of what they have not, and to de¬ 
prive others of what they already have, when,, 
they put too much trull therein; that there¬ 
fore if God plcafed to he prelent and propiti¬ 
ous at this facrificc, he would provide liimAT 
of an oblation.” 

g. As foon as tlTt altar was .prepared, and 
Abraham had laid on the wood, and ail things 
were entirely ready, he laid to his fon, u O 
fon, I poured out a vail number of prayers that 
I might have thee for my Am ; when thou wait 
come into the world, there was nothing that 
could contribute thy fupporf, lor which I. was 
not greatly felicitous nor any thing vlnam i 
thought myfclf iuippier than to fee Awe guvvn 
up to man’s ellatc, and that I might have dice, 


Moriah, whi’e it was ceit.'inlv no of Em dua Km;; So tu¬ 
rnon who built tliat teitn.ie, bTv.i ITvopin.; ci-e It 
from Jofeplmi.: For if w.e; f.n -■crr.un David, utui not-So¬ 
lomon, who bulk the Jnji char ’u ve train, 7 bam, 

xxiv. 18, DV. 1 Cliroa, x\i. 22, AV. and Auti-i. i>. \ ik, 
chan. xiihGa,___—___ 
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at my death, the fuceeffor to my dominion: But 
iinee it was by Cod’s will that I became thy 
father,^ihid it is now his will that I relitiquifh 
thee, bear this confecration to Cod with a ge¬ 
nerous mind; for I relign thee up to God, 
who lias thought fit now to require this tefti- 
mony of honour to himfelf, on account of the 
favours he hath- conferred on me, in being to me 
a fupporter and defender. Accordingly thou, 
my Ion, wilt now die, not in any common way 
of going out of the world, but lent to God, the 
father of all men, before-hand, by thy own 
father, in the nature of a facrifice. I fuppofe 
he thinks thee worthy to get clear of this world, 
neither by a difeafe, neither by war, nor by any 
other fevere ways, by which death ufually 
comes upon men, but io that he wall receive thy 
foul with prayers and holy offices of religion, 
and will place thee near to himfelf, and thou 
wilt there be to me a luccourer and fupporter in 
my old age; on which account I principally 
brought thee up, and thou wilt thereby procure 
me God for my comforter inltead of thyfelf.” 

4. Now Ifaac was of fuch a generous dif- 
pohtion, as became the fun of iueh a father, 
and wan pica fid with this difeourfe ; and faid, 
’-d £ That he was not worthy to be bom at firft, 
ibhe fhould rcjetl the determination of God 
and of his father, and fhould not refign him¬ 
felf up readily to both their, pleafures, fince it 
would have been, unjuft if, he had not obeyed, 
even if his father alone had fo refolved.” So 
he went immediately to the altar to be facriliced. 
And the deed had'been done if God had not 
oppofed it: For he called loudly to Abraham 
by his name, and forbad him to flay his fon; 
and’faid,, “ It was not out of a define of human 

* It items both here, and in God's parallel bleffing to 
Jacob, chap, xix. § i, that Jofephus had yet no notion of 
the hidden meaning of that molt important and moil emi¬ 
nent promife, hi thy feu /hall all the fimilus of the earth be 
bluffed. He faith not of feeds, as of many ; but (is of one ; and 
to thy feed, 'which is Chrijh. Gal. iii. 16. Nor is it any 
■wonder, he being, I think, as yet not a Christian. And 
had he been a Chiiftian, yet Alice he was to be fure,.Hi 11 
the latter part of his life, no mftre than an Ebionite Chri- 
ftian, who above all the apoftlcs rejected and defpifed St 
Paul, it would be no great wonder if he .did not now fol¬ 
low his interpretation. Ire the mean time, wc have in 


OF THE JEWS. 

blood, that he was commanded to flay his fort, 
nor was he willing that he fhould be taken 
away from him whom he had made kis father, 
but to try the temper of his mind, whetifi,-. h** 
would be obedient to fuch a command. Since 
therefore he itow was finished as to th/Gifififi- 
crity, and the furprifing readinefs h* fhewed in 
this his piety, he was delighted In having be¬ 
llowed fuch bleffings upon him; and / but he 
would not be wanting in all fort of concern a- 
bout him, and in bellowing other children upon 
him; and that Ms fon fhould live to a very 
great age; that he fhould live an happy life, 
and bequeath a large principality to bis chil¬ 
dren, who fhould be good and legitimate.” 
He foretold alfo, that his family fhould increaft 
into many nations ; and that thofe * patriarchs 
fhould leave behind them an everlafting name .: 
that they, fhould obtain the pofleffion of the 
land of Canaan, and be envied by all men. 
When God had faid this, he produced to tlubu 
a ram, which did not appear before, for life, 
facrifice. So Abraham and Ifaac receiving each 
other unexpectedly, and having obtained the 
promifes of fuch great bleffings, embraced one 
another; and when they had facriliced, they 
returned to Sarah, and lived happily together, 
God affording them his affiflance in all tilings 
they defired. 


CHAP. XIV. 

Concerning Sarah, Abraham s Wife ; and bow 
Jhe ended her Days . 

§i. 1 WTOW Sarah died a little while after, 
having lived one hundred and twenty- 

• feven 

in Authent. Rec. part I. p. 302. who charges his Ions, 
“ To worfhipthe feed of Judah, whp fhould die for them 
in vifible and invifible wars•, and fhould be among them, 
an eternal* King.” Nor is that obfervation of a learned 
foreigner, of my acquaintance, to be defpifed, who takes 
notice, that as feeds in the plural mufl fignify poferity, fo 
feed in the Angular may Agnify either poilerity, or a Angle 
perfon ; and that in this pronufe of all nations being h-ppy 
in the feed of Abraham, or Ifaac, of Jacob, . toVfSt b 
•mm uiedin the Angular. To which I fhall add, 'nat it 
iatfometijnes, as it were, paraphrafed by the fon of Abra¬ 
ham, the fon of David, 5 s*c. which is capable of no fuch 
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feven years. They buried her in Hebron; the 
(.aujaanites publicly allowing them a b.urying- 
place i(Wiiich piece of ground Abraham bought 
f oy h 'Jx hundred Ihekels, of Ephron, an inha¬ 
bitant of Hebron. And both Abraham and 
his .deice’.founts built theml'elves tcpulchrcs in 
that place.' . 

' ___ 1 

C Id A P. XV. 

Ilow the Nation of tho Troglodytes were derived 
from Abraham by Keturah. 

§ i. A BRA-HAM.after this married Keturah, 
11 by whom lix foils were horn to him, 
men of courage, and of fagacious minds : Zatn- 
hran, and Jazur, and Madan, and Madian, and 
Jojabak, and Sous. Now the fans of Sous 
.cere, Sabathan and Dadan. The fons of Da- 
dan were, Latufnn, and Aifur, and Luom. The 
^lons of Madhm were, Ephas, and Ophren, and 
i /peh, and Ebi-Jas, and Eldas. Now for all 
ill etc fons and grand-lons,^braham contrived 
to fettle them in colonies; and they took pof- 
foiiion of Troglodytis, and the country, of Ara¬ 
bia the Happy , as far as it reaches to the Red 
Sea. It is related of this Ophren, that lie made 
war againft Lybia, and took it; and that his., 
grand-children,..when they inhabited it, called, 
it from his name Africa.- And indeed Alex¬ 
ander Polyhiftor gives his atteftation to what I 
here fay ; who fpeaks thus : “ Clcodemus the ! 
prophet, who was alfo called Malchus, ,who- 
wrote an- hijtory of the Jews, in agreement : 
with the hiilory of Mofes, their. legiflator, ref¬ 
lates, that there were many fons born to Abra¬ 
ham by Keturah : Nay, he names-three of them, , 
Apher, and Surim, and Japhran., That from , 
Surini was .the land of Affyria denominated ; 

. and that from the other two, Apher and Ja- 
V" phran, the country of-Africa took its < name, 

* becaufe thefe-men were auxiliaries to Hercules 
when he fought againft ! Lybia and Antaeus ; 

} and that Hercules married Aphra’s daughter, 

I .^acfo of her he begat a fon, Didorusq and that 
> Sopfion was his fon, from whom the barbar¬ 
ous people, called Soph'acians , were denomi- 
- uated,”__ 
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How Jfaac took Rcbcka to-Wife. 

(Ji.’^XTOW when Abraham,, the father of J 
1 M Ifaac, had rcfolvej to take Rcbeka, 
who was grand-daughter to his brother Nahor, - 
for a wife to his fon Ifaac, who was then about 
forty years old, he fent the ancientcit of his. 
fervants to betroth her, after he had obliged 
him to give him the llrongeft aflurances of hift 
fidelity.. Which affurances were given after 
the manner following : They put- ! each others , 
hands under each others thighs ; then they j 
called upon God, as the witnels of what was 
to be done. He alfo .font fuch prefents to thofe 
that were, there, as were in eftecm, on account 
that they either rarely or never, were feen in ! 
that country.. This fervant got thither not 
under a confiderahle time ; for it requires much 
time.to pafs through Mefopotamia, in which it 
is tedious travelling, both in winter, for the ^ 
depth of the clay, and in bummer, for want of < 
water .; and befides this, for the robberies there 
committed, which are not to he avoided by 
travellers, but by caution before hand. How¬ 
ever, the fervant came to Haran.. And when 
he was in. the fuburhs, he met a confiderahle 
number of maidens going to the water; he * 
therefore prayed to God, that Rebeka imglit 
he found among them, or her whom Abraham 
lent him as his fervant to efpoufo t.o his fon, in 
cafe his- will were thkt this marriage fliould be 
confummated ; and that Ihe might be made 
known to him by this fign, that while others 
denied him water to drink, flic might give it. 
him. , ' 

2*. With this intention-he went to the well, 
and defired the maidens to give him feme wa¬ 
ter .to drink: But-while the others refilled, on 
pretence, that they wanted it all- at home, and 
could fpare none for him, one only of the com¬ 
pany rebuked them for their peevilh bchat iour - 
towards -the ftranger ; and faid, What is there 
thit you .will ever communicate to .any body, 
who have not fo much as given the man fume 
water ? She then offered him water in an ob¬ 
liging manner. And now . be began to hope • 
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fioLi Ms g'and affair would fucceed ; but defir¬ 
ing /till to know the truth, he commended her 
for her gcnet'ofily mid good-nature, that fhc 
did not ierupie to afford a fullieiency of water 
to thole that wanted it, though it colt her 1’ome 
pains to draw it; and afked, Who were her 
parents? and wiihed them joy of Inch a daugh¬ 
ter ; and inaydt thou be cfpouled, laid he, to 
the’r hitisfadhion, into the family of an agree¬ 
able hufbancl, and bring him legitimate chil¬ 
dren. Nor did lhe difdain to iatisfy his en¬ 
quiries, but told him her family. They, fays 
the, call me Rebeka; my father was Bethuel, 
bui he is dead ; and Laban is my brother, who, 
together with my mother, takes care of all our 
t unily affairs, and is the guardian of my vir¬ 
ginity. When the fervent heard this, he was 
very glad at what had happened, and at what 
was told him, as perceiving that God had thus 
plainly directed his journey; and producing 
nh luaceiet", and feme other ornaments which 
ft v t-} edccosed decent for virgins to wear, he 
grey them to the damfel by way of acknow- 
led ,ym-!,g and as a reward for her kindnefs in 
MW'ft iron water to drink ; laying, It was but 
jail that the should have them, becaufe the was 
f • much more obliging than any of the reft. 
X'm tlefiI’ed alfo that he would come and lodge 
wftk them, fince the approach of the night 
give him net time to proceed farther. And 
: wo.hscrrg mis precious ornaments for women, 
he ftid, He do fired to truft them to none more 
fife]v, than to fuch as lhe had ihewed herfelf 
to ire ami shat he believed he might guels at 
the humanity of her mother and brother, that 
they would not be dilpleafed, from the virtue 
lie found in her; for he would not he burthen- 
fomc, but would pay tire hire for his entertain¬ 
ment, and fpend his own money. I'o which 
fne replied, That he guelfed right as to the hu¬ 
manity of her parents ; but complained that 
fa (book! think then fo parfunonious as- to 
take monev ; for that he Mould have all on 
free coft : But One fad, lhe would iirft inform 
her brother Laban, and, if he gave her leave, 
(he would conduct him in. 

y As loon then as this was over, flic intro¬ 


duced the ftranger ; and for the camels, the 
fervants of Laban brought them in, and took 
care of them, and he.was himfelf .Ijro/ught in 
to flipper by Laban. And, after fffppcr, be 
lays to liim-j and to the mother of the dainfel, 
addrclling himfelf to her, “ Abralynn is^ohe 
fon ol Torah, and a kinhnan ff yours, ior 
Nahor, the grand-father of tlieff children, \v;n 
the brother of Abraham, by both father and 
mother ; upon which account he hath lent irh 
to you, 'being deiirous to take this da.mfel foi 
his fon to wife. He is his legitimate Ion ; and 
is brought up as his only heir. He could in¬ 
deed have had the moil happy of all the 
women in that country for him, but he would 
not have his fon marry any of them ; but out 
of regard to his own relations, lac defined n 
match him here, whofe affection and inclina¬ 
tion 1 would not have you deipife ; ior it wa c 
J by the good pleafurc of God, that other acr- 
dents fell out in my journey, and that thyr 1 
by I light upon your daughter, and your h<Zti\y> 
for wdien I was naiv to the citv, I law a gic.it 
many maidens coming to a well, and I pray¬ 
ed that I might meet with this damfel, which 
has come to pais accordingly. l)o you there¬ 
fore confirm that marriage, whofe clpouluis 
have been already made by a divine appear¬ 
ance ; and fhew the refpect you have for 
Abraham, who has fent me with fo much fo- 
licitude, in giving your confent to the marriage 
of this damfel.” Upon this they underftood 
it to be the will of God, and greatly approv¬ 
ed of the offer, and fent their daughter, as was 
defired. Accordingly liaac married her, the 
inheritance being now come to him ; for the 
children by Keturah were gone to their own 
remote habitations, 

C H A P. XVfl. 

Concerning the Death of Abraham. 

§ I. A Little while after this Abraham died. 

.a~ 1L He Was a man of.incomparable,-"/ke¬ 
ttle, and honoured by God in a manner Agree¬ 
able 
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able to his piety towards him. The whole 
time of his life was one hundred feventy and 
hv*e years ; and he was buried in Ilebron, with 
his wife Surah, by their foils Ifaac and Ilhtnael. 

y'" _ 

rr*&nr ■ - j 

CIIAP. XVIII. I 

^ , 

Concerning < V Sous of Ifaac, Kfau, and Jacob. 

Of their Nativity and Education. 

0 i.JVi UW Ilaac’s wife proved with child, 
Jl after the death of Abraham ; and 
when her belly was greatly burdened, Ifaac 
was very anxious, and enquired of God •, who 
anfvvcred, That Rebcka Ihould bear twins ; 
and that two nations fhoukl take the names of 
thofe fons ; and that he who appeared the fe- 
cond, (hould excel the cider. Accordingly flic, 
in a little time, as God had foretold, hare 
; a ‘n»s ; the elder of whom, from his head to 
Go feet, was very rough and hairy; but the 
.'ojmger took hold of his heel as they were 
in - be birth. Now the father loved the elder, 
t7 1 1 o was called Efau, a name agreeable to his 
ruugburfs, for the Flehrews call fuch an hairy 
roughnefs [Efau, or] Stir ; but Jacob, the 

younger, was belt loved by his mother. 

2. ■ When there was a famine in the land, 
Ifaac refolved to go into Egypt, the land there 
being good ; but he went to Gerar, as God 
commanded him. Here Abimelech the king 
received him, becaufe Abraham had formerly 
lived with him, and had been his friend : 
And as in the beginning he treated him ex¬ 
ceeding kindly, lb he was hindered from con¬ 
tinuing in the fame difpofition to the end, by 
liis envy at him ; for when he law that God 
was with Ifaac, and took fitch great care of j 
him, he drove him away from him. But j 
Ifaac, when he faw how envy had changed 
jjhe temper of Abimelech, retired to a place 
„ called The Valley , not far from Gerar ; and as 
r Ve was digging a well, the Ihepherds fell upon 

* The birth of Jacob and Efim is here laid to be rfln 
rijr'iire. ’’r, death ; it (hould have been after Sarah's death. 
TfuTitVer of the narrahon in Genefis, not always exactly 
> According to the order of time, feems to have led Jofo j 


him, and began to light, in order to hinder 
the work, and bccaule he did not dehre to 
contend, the Ihepherds feemed to get the bet¬ 
ter of him, lo he Hill retired, and dug another 
wdl ; and when certain oilier fhcpheids of A- 
bimelcch began to oiler him violence, he left 
that alio, and Hill retired, thus purchaling fe- 
curity to himfclf by a rational and prudent: 
conduct. At length the king gave him leave 
to dig a well, without dillurbance : He named 
this well Rehobo/h, which denotes a large /face ; 
but of the former wells, one was called C.fon y 
which denotes Jlrife ; the other Sitcuna , which 
name itgniftes enmity. 

3. It was now that Ilaac’s affairs incrcafcJ, 
and his power was in a fiourilhing condition ; 
and this from his great riches. But Abimelech 
thinking Ifaac throve in opposition to him, 
while their living together made them fufpici- 
ous of each other,, and Ifaac’s retiring fier i..g 
a i’ceret enmity alio, he was afraid that his for¬ 
mer friendlhip with Uaac would not Jccure him, 
if Uaac Ihould endeavour to revenge the in¬ 
juries he had formerly offered him ; he there¬ 
fore renewed his friendlhip with him, and 
brought with him Philoc, one of his generais . 
And when he had obtained every thing he de~ 
fired, by reafon of Ilaac’s good nature, who 
preferred the earlier friendlhip Abitnclech haq/ 
Ihewed to himfclf and his father, to his UkIt 
wrath againft him, lie returned home. 

4. Now when Efau, one of the fons of 
Ifaac, whom the father principally loved, was 
now come to the age of forty years, he married 
Adah, the daughter of Helen, and Aholiha- 
mah, the daughter of Efebeon ; which 1 Irion 
and Efebeon were great lords among the Cb- 
nr, an ites, thereby taking upon himfclf the au¬ 
thority, and pretending to have dominion over 
his own marriages, without fo much as afking 
the advice of his father ; for had Uaac been 
the arbitrator, he had not given him leave lo¬ 
in any , - 

plius into it, as Dr Bernard obferves here.. 

J For Seir, in Jofepbm, the o die:--m-c w-qiiir.'s that 
we read Efau, or Seir, which ligniiy the lame thing. 
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marry thus, for he was not pleafed with eon- 
trafting any alliance with the people of thar 
country; but not caring to be uneafy to his fon, 
by commanding him to put away thefe wives, 
he refolved to be filent. 

5. But when he was old, and could not fee 
at all, he called Efau to him, and told him, 
"That befides his blindnefs, and the dilbrder of 
his eyes, his'very old age hindered him from 
his worlhip of God tfhy Sacrifice] he bid him 
therefore to go out a hunting, and when he had 
caught as much venifon as he could, to prepare 
him a * fupper, that after this he might make 
fupplication to God to he to him a fupporter 
and an aftifter, during the whole time of his 
life; faying, that it was uncertain when lie 
iliould die, and that he was delirous, by his 
prayers for him, to procure, before-hand,' God 
to be merciful to him. 

6. Accordingly Efau went out a hunting. 
But f^Rcbcka thinking it proper to have the 
fupplication made for obtaining the favour of 
God to Jacob, and that without the confcnt of 
Ifaac, bid him kill kids of the goats, and pre¬ 
pare a fupper: So Jacob obeyed his mother, 
according to all her inftrudlions. Now when 
the fupper was got ready, he took a goat’s fkin, 
and put it about his arm, that by reafon of its 
Xairy roughnefs he might, by his father, be be¬ 
lieved to be Efau ; for they being twins, and in 

# This Fupper of favory meaty as we call it, Gen. xxvii. 
4. to be caught by hunting, was intended plainly for a 
fcfl.iv.il or a Fieri lice ; and upon the prayers that were 
Dequeue at facriiiees, ITaac exported, as was then ufual 
in Inch eminent cafes, that a divine impulfe would come 
upon him, in order to the folemn lilt fling of his fon 
there prefent, and Iris foretelling his future behaviour 
and fortune. Whence it mull be, that when Ifaac had 
unwittingly blefled Jacob, and was afterward made fen- 
fible of his miitake, yet did he not attempt to alter it, 
how earneftly foever his affection for Efau might incline 
him to with it might be altered, becaufe he knew that 
this birthing came not from hifnfelf, but from God, and 
that an alteration Was out of hits power. A fecond af- 
. flatus then came upon him, rand enabled him to forctel 
Efau’s fuHnc behaviour and fortune alfo. 

j- Whether Jacob or his mother Rebeka were moil 
blameabJe in this impofition upon Ifaac in his old age, 1 
cannot determine. However, the blcfling being deliver¬ 
ed as a prediction of future events, by a divine impulfe, 
and foretelling things to befai to the pofterity of Jacob 
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all things olfe alike, differed only in this thin 
This was done out of his fear, that before li 
father had made his ^applications, he fhould 1 
caught in his evil pradice, and left he fhoul 
on the contrary, provoke his father v N d cur 
him. So ""be brought in the fupper to id-rf 
ther. Ifaads perceiving, by the peculiarity ■ 
his voice, who he was, called his hit 

who gave him his hand, which was coven 
with the goat’s fkin. When Ifaac felt thy 
he laid “ Thy voice is like the voice of Jaco" 
yet becaufe of the thicknds of thy hair, the 
ieemeft to be Efau.” So fufpe&ing no decei 
he eat the fupper, and betook himfelf to h 
prayers and interceflions with God ; and laic, 
“ O Lord of all ages, and Creator of all iub- 
ftance ; (for it was thou that didft propofc tc 
my father gre%t plenty of good things ; anc 
haft vouchfafed to beftow on me what 
have, and haft promifed to my pofterity t 
be their kind fupporter, and to beftow a 
them ftiil greater bleffmgs) do. thou thep 
fore confirm thefe thy pro mites, and do/ku 
overlook me, becaufe of my prefent weak cm 
dition, on account of which I more earnelll 
pray to thee. Be gracious to this my fon 
and preferve him, and keep him from ever 
thing that is evil. Give him an happy lif< 
and the poffeffion of as many good things 

th 

and Efau in future ages, was for certain providential 
and according to what Rebeka knew to be the purput 
of God, when he anlwered her enquiry, before the chn 
dri ft mere botn, (ten. xxv. 23. that one people Jhould i 
Jlronger than the other people ; and the elder, Efau, jhoul 
\ferve the younger, Jacob. Whether Ifaac knew or re 
1 membered this old oracle, delivered in our copies, onf 
1 to Rebeka ; or whether if he knew and remembered it 
: he did not endeavour to alter the divine determination 
j out of his fondnels for his elder and worfer fon Efau, ti 
the damage of his younger and better fon Jacob ; as Jo- 
; fephus elfewhere fuppofes, Antiq. Jh II. eh. vii. § 3, 
j I cannot certainly fay. If lb,- this might tempt Rcbek^ 
to contrive, and Jacob ! put this impolition upon him. 

| However, Jofephus'fays here, that it was Ifaac, and not 
Rebeka, who enquired of God at full, and received the 
j fore-mentioned oracle, § 1. which, if it be the true read¬ 
ing, renders Ifaac’s procedure more inexeufable : ..Nor 
was it probably any thing elfe that fo much en.ouyggd 
Efau formerly to marry two Canaanitilh wives, without- 
. his parent’s confent, as IFuc’s unhappy fondnels itr him. 
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thy power is able to bellow. Make, him ter¬ 
rible to his enemies, and honourable and be¬ 
loved among his friends. 

7. TrrfVis did Ifaac pray to God, thinking 
■“h’fSTw' ayers had been made for Efipi, He had 
but iuit fmiihed them, when Ecau came in 
fro vK-”’ nhig. And when Ifaac perceived his 
mid dm. Ire was lilcnt : But Efau required that 
he mh,ht he made partaker of the like blefling 
ffom *ds father that his bfother had partook 
(of ; but his father refufed it, becaufe all his 
praters had been fpent upon Jacob : So Efau 
lamented the mi (take. However, his father 
being grieved at his weeping, faid, That “ he. 
Ihould excel in hunting, and ftrength of body; 
in arms, and all fudi forts of work; and Ihould 
obtain glory for ever on thofe accounts, he 
an.! his pollerity after him ; but ftill Ihould 
?c: vc his brother. 

A. Now the mother delivered Jacob, when 
. ■ • ■ w„,s afraid that his brother would inflid 
, e punlihment upon him, becaufe of the 
' u It ike about the prayers of Ifaac; for fhe 
pcrfu.uled her hufband to take a wife for Ja¬ 
cob out of Mefopotamia, of her own kindred, 
Efau having married already Bafemmath, the 
daughter of Ifhmael, without his father’s con- 
fent, for Ifaac did not like the Canaanites, fo 
that lie difapproved of Efau’s former marriages, 
which made him take Bafemmath to wife, in 
order to pleafe him ; and indeed he had a great 
affection for her. 


CHAP. XIX. 

( 

Concerning Jacob's Flight into Mefopotamia , by 
Rcafon of the Fear he was in of his Brother. 

§ 1 • ITOW Jacob was fent by his mother 
^ I I to Mefopotamia, in order to marry 
Laban, her brother’s daughter; (which mar- 
* riage was permitted by Ifaac, on account of 
his obfequioufnefs to the delires of his wife) 
and he accordingly journeyed through the land 
£tf L.Auan: and becaufe he hated the people 
z of tfyat country, he would not lodge with any 
of them, but took up his lodging in the open 


air, and laid his head on an heap of Items 
that he had gathered together. At which time 
he faw in his fleep fuclt a vifion Handing by 
him : He feemed to lee a ladder, that reached 
from the earth unto heaven, and perfons de- 
feending down the ladder that feemed more 
excellent than human ; and at laft God himfelf 
Hood above it, and was plainly vifible to him, 
who calling, him by his name, fpake to him 
tb*J'e words-: 

2. “ O Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who 
art the fon of a good father, and grand-fon of 
one who had obtained a great Imputation fot 
his eminent virtue, to be dejeded at thy pre- 
fent circumflances, but to hope for better times.; 
for thou fhalt have great abundance, of all good 
tilings, by my affiftance: For 1 brought Abraham 
hither, out &f Mefopotamia, when he was 
driven away by his kinfmen, and l made thy 
father an happy man ; nor will I bellow a 
lefier degree of happinefs on thyfelf: Be of 
good courage, therefore, and, under my con- 
dud, proceed on in this thy journey ; for the 
marriage thou goeft fo zealoully about fhall 
be confummated. And thou limit have chil¬ 
dren of good characters, hut their multitude 
Ihall be innumerable ; and they fhall leave 
what they have to a ftill mote numerous pos¬ 
terity, to whom, and to whofe pollenty, I 
give the dominion of all the land, and their 
pofterity fhall fill the entire eaTth and fca, fo 
for as the fun beholds them : But do not thou 
fear any danger, nor he afraid of the many la¬ 
bours thou muft undergo ; for by my provi¬ 
dence I will dired thee what thou art to do in 
the time prefent, and ftill much more in the 
time to come.” 

3. Such were the predidions which Ood 
made to Jacob : Whereupon he became vc*y 
joyful at what he had fecn and heard ; and he 
poured oil on the ftones, becaufe on them the 
predidion of fuch great benefits was made. 
He alfo vowed a vow, that he would offer 
facrifice upon them, if he lived, and returned 
fafe ; and if he came again in fuih a condi¬ 
tion, he would give the tithe of what he had 

G gotten 
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gotten to God. He alfo judged the place to 
be honourable, and gave it the name of Be¬ 
thel, which, in the Greek, is interpreted, 'The 
Houfc of GoJ. 

4. So he proceeded on his journey to Me- 
fopotamia, and at length came to Haran; and 
meeting with fhepherds in the fuburbs, with 
boys grown up, and maidens fitting about a 
certain well, he flayed with them, as wanting 
water to drink ; and beginning to difcou*fe 
with them, he afked them. Whether they 
knew fuch an one as Laban ? and whether 
he was flill alive ? Now they all faid they 
knew hint, for he was not fo inconhdcrable 
a perfon as to be unknown to any of them ; 
and that his daughter fed her father’s flock to¬ 
gether with them ; and that indeed they won¬ 
dered that fhe was not yet come, for by her 
means thou mighteft learn more exactly what¬ 
ever thou delireft to know about that family. 
While they were faying this, the damfel came, 
and the other fhepherds that came down along 
with her. Then they (hewed her Jacob, and 
told her, that he was a ftranger, who came to 
enquire about her father’s affairs. But flic, as 
pleafed, after the cuftom of children, with Ja¬ 
cob’s coming, afked him, Who he was ? and 
whence he came to them ? and what it was he 
lack pi, that he came thither ? She alfo wifhed 
it might be in their power to fupply the wants 
•he came about. 

5. But Jacob was quite overcome, not fo 
much by their kindred, nor by that affection 
which might arile thence, as by his love to the 
damfel, and his furprife at her beauty, which 
was fo flourifhing, as few of the women of 
that age could vie with. ■ He faid then, “ There 
is a relation between thee and me, elder than 
either thy or my births, if thou be the daughter 
of Laban : For Abraham was the fon of Te- 
rah, as well as IXaran and Nahor. Of the 
laft of whom, Nahor, Bethuel thy grand-father 
was the fon. Ifaac my father was the fon of 
Abraham and of Sarah, who was the daughter 

* By this deprivation of the kingdom that was to be given 
Efcui of God, as the fim-born, it appears that Jofcphua 
thought that a kingdom to be derived from God , was ilue 
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of Haran. But there is a nearer and later ce¬ 
ment of mutual kindred which wc bare to 
one another ; for my mother Rebeka was lifter 
to Laban thy father, both by the fluWfather 
and motheVf 1 therefore and thou are couTm- 
germans. And f am now come to falute you, 
and to renew that affinity which is proper be¬ 
tween us.” Upon this the damfel, at the men¬ 
tion of Rebeka, as ufually happens to young 
perfons, wept, and that out of the Emdncis 
fhe had for her fatherland embraced Jacob, 
fhe having learned an account of Rebeka from 
her father, and knew that her parents loved 
to hear her named ; and when fhe had falutcd 
him, fhe faid, That “ he broi'ght the mod de- 
firable and greateft pleafurg to her father, with 
•all. their family, who was always mentioning 
his mother, and always thinking of her, and 
her alone; and that this will make thee equal 
in his eyes to any advantageous circumftanccs 
whatfoever.” Then fhe bid him go to lur 
father, and follow her, while fhe condiiii.ee 
him to him ; and not to deprive him of fuch a 
pleafure, by flaying arty longer away from him. 

6. When fhe had faid thus, fhe brought 
him to Laban : and being owned by ..his un¬ 
cle, he was fecure himfelf, as being among his 
friends; and he brought a great deal of plca- 
fure to them by his unexpe&ed coming. But 
a little while afterward Laban told him, that 
he could not exprefs in words the joy he had 
at his coining: but flill he enquired of him 
the occafion of his coming; and why he left 
his aged mother and father, when they wanted 
to be taken care of by him ; and that lie would 
afford him all the, afliftance he wanted. Then 
Jacob gave him an account of the whole oc¬ 
cafion of his journey, and told him, “ That 
Ifaac had two fons that were twins, himfelf 
and Efau ; who, becaufe he failed of bis fa¬ 
ther’s prayers, which by his mother’s wifdom 
were put up for him, fought to kill him, as 
deprived of the kingdom which was * to he 

given 

to him whom Ifaac (hould blcfe a« his firfl-born,.-which 
I take to be that kingdom which was exposed uhder the 

Mcffiah, 
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given him of God, and of the bleflings for 
Svhieh their father prayed ; and that this was 
the occafion of his coming hither, as his mo¬ 
ther commanded him to do : For we are 
‘ aff^Iays he, brethren one to another, but our 
mother efteems an alliance with your family, 
more "ban the does one with the families of 
tiie country : fo I look upon yourfelf and God 
to he the iupporters of my travels, and think 
invfeTx fafe in my prefent circumftances.” 

7. Now Laban promiled to treat him with 
great humanity, both on account' of his ancef- 
tors, and particularly for the fake of his mother, 
towards whom, he fai^, he would fhew his 
hindnels, even though fire were abfent, by ta¬ 
king care of him ; lor he allured him he would 
make him the head fliepherd of his flock, and 
give him authority fufficient for that purpofe; 
and when he lliould have a mind to return to 
his parents, he would fend him back with pre- 
and .this in as honourable a manner as 
V e nearnefs of their relation fhould require. 

1 'his Jacob heard gladly; and faid, he would 
wiliingly, and with pleafure, undergo any fort 
of pains while he tarried with him* but de- 
hred Rachel to wife, as the reward of thofe 
pains, who was not only on' other accounts 
efteemed by him, but alfo becaufe fhe was the 
means of his coming to him ; for he faid; he 
was forced, by the love of the damfel, to make 
this propofal. Laban was well pleafed with 
this agreement, and confented to give the dam- 
fcl to him, as not deiirous to meet with any 
better fon-in-law ; and faid, he would do this, 1 
if he would ftay with him fome time, for he 
was not willing to fend his daughter to he 
among the Canaanites, for he repented of the 
alliance he had made already by marrying his 

, Meffiak , who therefore was to be born of hk poflerity 
whom Iihac fhould fo blefs. Jacob, therefore, by obtain- ( 
iujr this bleffmg* of the fir(t-born, became the genuine 
heir of that kingdom, in oppofition to Efru. 

'*• Here w r e have the difference between Jlavcs for life,, 
end fcrvnnts, fuch as we. now. hire for a time agreed 
tipor.- on both fides, and difmifs again after the time con— 
"traj'led for is over/ which are no JJaves, but free men 
■andjfw ■women. Accordingly, when the apoflolical coli¬ 
ft it uu on s forbid a clergyman ‘ to marry perpetual fervants. 
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fiber there. And when Jacob had given his 
confcnt to this, ho agreed to ftay fev'en years ; 
for fo many years he had refolvcd to ierve 
his father-in-law, that having given a fpeci- 
men of his virtue, it might be better known 
what fort" of a man he was. And Jacob ac¬ 
cepting of his terms, after the time was over 
he made the wedding feaft ; and when it was 
night, without Jacob’s perceiving it, lie put Ills 
other daughter into bed to-him, who was both 
elder than Rachel, and of no comely coun¬ 
tenance Jacob lay with her that night, as 
being both in drink, and in the dark. How¬ 
ever, when it was day, he knew what had 
been done to him ; and he reproached Laban 
for his unfair proceeding with him : who afk- 
e-d pardon for that neeeflity which forced him, 
to do what he did ; for he did not give him 
Lea out of any ill defign, but as overcome by 
another greater neeeflity : that, notwithftanding 
this, nothing flioukh hinder him from marry¬ 
ing Rachel ;. but that, when he had ferved an¬ 
other feven years, he would • give him her 
whom he loved. Jacob fubmitted to this con¬ 
dition, for his love to the damfel did not per¬ 
mit him to do olherwife ; and when another ‘ 
feven years were gone, he took Rachel to wife. 

8. Now each of thefe had hand-maids, by 
their father’s donation. Zilpha was hand-maid 
to Lea, and Bilha to Rachel; by no means 
•* Haves, but however fubjedt to their miftrefles.* 
Now Lea was forely troubled at her hufband’s 
love to her After ; and fhe expedted fhe fhould 
be better efteemed if Ihe bare him children : 
So fhe entreated God perpetually; and when 
Ihe had norne a fon, and her hufband was on 
that account- better reconciled to her, fhe named 

her 

or Jlavefy B. VT. ch. xvi>. it is meant only of flic former 
fort j as we learn, elfewhere from the fame conflitutions, 
ch. 47. Can. Ixxxii. But concerning thelc twelve fons of 
Jacob; the reafons of their fevcral nanics, and the times . 
of their feveral births in the intend here a/ligncd ; their 
feveral excellent characters; their ftveral faults, and re¬ 
pentance ; the lcvcrai accidents of their lives-, 1 with their 
feveral prophecies at their■ deaths,-—fee the tcllaments of 
thefe twelve patriarchs, Hill preferved, at large, in the. 
Authent. Rec. part I. p. 294,—443.,. 
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her fon Reubel, becaufe God had had mercy 
upon her, in giving her a fon, for that is the 
fignification of this name. After fome time 
ihe i>are three more Ions ; Simeon, which name 
Signifies that God had hearkened to her prayer. 
Then fhe bare Levi, the confirmer of their 
friendfliip. After him was born Judah, which 
denotes thankfgi-oing. Bat Rachel, fearing left 
the fruitfulnefs of her lifter Ihould make her- 
i'clf enjoy ‘a leffer (hare of Jacob’s affections, 
put to bed to him her hand-maid Bilha ; by 
whom Jacob had Dan : One may interpret that 
name into the Greek tongue, a divine juiige- 
vtcrl. And after him Nephthalim, as it were 
unconquerable in Jlratagcms , finec Rachel tried 
to conquer the fruitfulnefs of her lifter by this 
Jlralctgem. Accordingly Lea took the fame 
method, and tiled a counter-ftratagem to that 
of her lifter ; for ihe put to hed to him her 
own hand-maid. Jacob therefore*had by /al¬ 
pha a fon, whofe name was Gad, which mat 

v 7 7 y 

be interpreted fortune : And after him A flier, 
which may be called an happy man, becaufe he 
added glory to Lea. Now Reubel, the eldeft 
ion of Lea, brought * apples of mandrakes to ! 
his mother. When Rachel faw them, fhe de- 
lired that five would give her the apples, for 
fhe longed to eat them But when fhe refufed, 

O * I 

amt' bid her he content that ihe had deprived 
her of the, benevolence fhe ought to have had ; 
from her hulband, Rachel, in order to miti- j 
gate her filler’s anger, lhid, fhe would yield 
her In:(band to her; and he ftiould lie with 
her that evening. She accepted of the favour, 
and Jacob llept with Lea, by the favour of 
Rachel. She bare then thefe fons ; Iflachar, 
denoting one horn by hire ; and Zabulon, one 
born as a pledge of benevolence towards her ; 
and a daughter, Dina. After fome time Rachel 
had a fon, named J’ofeph, which fignified there 
Ihould be another added to him. 

9. Now Jacob fed the flocks of Laban his 
father-in-law all this time, being twenty years, 

* I formerly.explained thefe mandrakes, as \vc, with 
the Septiiaginty and Jofephus, render the Hebrew word 
Dudaifti&fn the Syrian Mnuz, with Ludclplius, Authen. 
Roc. parcel. p. 420. But have fince feen fuch a very 
.probably.^couut in MS. .of my learned friend Mr Sam. 


after which he defired leave of his father-in- 
law to take his wives and go home ; hut when 
his father-in-law would not give him leave, he 
contrived to do it fecretly. He tmQc trial 
therefore of*..the difpofkion of his wivev'^at 
they thought of this journey. When they ap¬ 
peared glad, and approved of it, Raclqy^'uok 
along with her the images of the gods, which, 
according to their laws, they tiled to woilhin 
in their own country, and ran away, t >j;j-heg 
with her lifter. The children alio of them 
both, and the liand-maids, and what pokeTurns 
they had, went along with them. J, cob abb 
drove away half the cattle, without letting I a- 
ban know of it beforehand. But the reaion 
why Rachel took the image* of the gods, al¬ 
though Jacob had taught her to deipile lucli 
worfhip of thofe gods, was this, that in cafe 
they were purfued, and taken by her father, 
fhe might have recourfe to thefe images, in 
order to obtain his pardon. 

10. But Laban j after one day’s time, i,T 
ing acquainted with Jacob’s and his daughter, 
departure, was much troubled, and purfued 
after them, leading a hand of men with him ; 
and on the feventh day overtook them, and 
found them refting on a certain hill; and then 
indeed he did not meddle with them, for it 
was even-tide: But God flood by him in a 
dream, and warned him to receive his fon-in- 
law* and his daughters, in a peaceable man¬ 
ner ; and not to venture upon any thing rafh- 
ly, or in wrath to them, hut to make a league 
with Jacob. And he told him, that if.he tie- 
fpifed their fmall number, and attacked them 
in an hoftile manner, he would himfelf affift 
them. When Laban had been thus forewarn¬ 
ed by God, he called Jacob to him the next 
day, in order to treat with him, and ftiewed 
him what dream he had ; in dependence where¬ 
on he came confidently to him* and began to’ 
accufe him, alledging that he had entertained 

him 

Barker, of what we ftill call mandrakes, and their- a, 
feriptions by the ancient naturalifts and phyficians—s.s 
inclines me to think thefe here mentioned were v’eally 
mandrakes, and no other. ? 
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him when he was poor, and in want of all worn t»e out with thy harfh commands, and 
things, and had given him plenty of all things 1 detuned me twenty years under them. That 
which he had : For, faid he, “ I have joined iJuiced which was required in order to my 
my daughters to thee in marriage, and fuppofed ! marrying thy daughters, hard as it was, I own 
■tU;d~Siy kindneis to me would be greater than 1 to have been tolerable ; hut as to thole that 
before ; but thou haft had no regard to either were put upon me after thole marriages, they 
thy-.own mother’s relation to me, nor to the were worie, and inch indeed as an enemy 
allinity now newly contracted between ns, nor would have avoided.” for certainly Labatt 
to thofc wives whom thou haft married, nor 1 had tiled Jacob very ill : For when he law 
m tlvafe children of whom I am the grand- j that .God was aftifting to Jacob in oil that he 
-hither. Thou has treated me as an enemy, , defired, he promiied him, that ol the young 
by driving away my cattle ; and by perfua- ! cattle which lhould he horn, he (liould have 
ding my daughters to run away from their ! lometimes what was ol a white colour, and 
father ; and by carrying home thole facred ! lometimes what lhould he of a black colour; 
paternal images which wei'C worlhipped by my j but When thole that came to Jacob’s (hare 
ford ithers, and hgve been honoured with the i proved numerous, he did not keep his faith 
like worlhip, wliich they paid them, by my- I with him, hut faid he would give them to him 
(elf. In Ihort, thou haft done this whilft thou ! the next year, hccaufc of his envying him the 
wort my kiniman, and my lifter’s fon, and the j multitude of his poflelhons. He promikd him 
hulbnnd of my daughters, and was hofpitably i as belore, becaufe he thought Inch an imradr 
treated by me, and didft eat at my table.” . was not to he expected ; but when it appeared 
-dietec i"i'-tciFm had faid this, Jacob made his to he fadt, he deceived bun. 
defence: “ That he was not the only perfon 11. Rut then, as to the (acred images, he 
i.i whom God had implanted the love of his bid them fearch for them; and when Lakm* 
"itatiw country, hut that he had made it natural accepted of the offer, Rachel being informed 
iu ail men ; and that therefore it was hut rea- 
lonable that, after lo long time, he lhould go 
hack to it. But as to the prey, of whole dri¬ 
ving away thou accufeft me, if any other per¬ 
fon were the arbitrator, thou wouldft be found jj not fuppofmg that his daughter, in im-c c>- 

cumftances, would approach to thole image: 
So lie made a league with Jacob, and IwiiG 
it by oaths, that he would not bear him an/ 
malice on account of what had happened ; and; 
Jacob made the like league, and promiied m 
love Laban’s daughters. And theie leagues 
they confirmed with oaths alfo, which they 
made upon certain mountains, whereon (hey 
crefted a pillar, in the form of an alter : 
Whence that hill is called Gilcoi !; and Iron- 
thence they call that land. The Lam) of Gi'ra.) 
at thifrrday.^. Now when they had leaded, al¬ 
ter the making of the league, Laban retunn d 
home. 


in the wrong : For inftead of thofc thanks I 
ought to have had from thee, for both keeping 
thy cattle, and increafing them, how is it that 
thou art unjuftly angry at me becaufe I have 
taken, and have with me, a fmall portion of 
them ? But then, as to thy daughters, take 
notice, that it is not through any evil practices 
of mine that they follow me in my return 
home, but from that juft affe&ion which wives 
naturally have to their hufbands. They fol¬ 
low, therefore, not fo properly myfelf, as their 
own children. v And thus far of his apology 
was made, in order to clear himfelf of having 
aided unjuftly. To which he added his own 
■complaint and accufation of Laban ; faying, 
While I was thy filler’s fon, and thou hadft i 
givcV me thy daughters in marriage, thou haft 


01 it, put tnoie images mto mat c.onci s i.mote 
on which lhe rode, and fat upon it; ami laid, 

1 that her natural purgation hindeicd her riling 
! up: So Laban left off fearchimr airy farll.c:. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Concerning the Meeting of Jacob and! Efau. 

§ i.jVT OW as Jacob was proceeding on his 
journey to the land of Canaan, angels 
appeared to him, and iuggefled to him good 
hope of his future condition ; and that place he 
named, ‘The camp oj God. And being delirous 
of knowing what his brother’s intentions were 
to him, he lent melfengers to give him an ex- 
adt account ot every thing, as being afraid, on 
account ot the enmities between them. He 
charged thole that were fent to fay to Efau, 
that “ Jacob had thought it wrong to live to¬ 
gether with him, while he was in anger againft 
him, and fo had gone out of the country ; and 
that he now, thinking the length of time of 
his ablcnce mull have made up their differences, 
was returning: That he brought with him his 
wives, and his children, with what pofleflions 
he had gotten ; and delivered himfelf, with 
what was molt dear to him, into his hands ; 
and fhould think it his greateft happinefs to 
partake together with his brother of what God 
had beftowed on him.” So thefc meffengers 
told him this meffage. Upon which Efau was 
very glad, and met his brother with four hun¬ 
dred men. And Jacob, when he heard that 
he was coming to meet him with fuch a num¬ 
ber of men, was greatly afraid: However, he 
committed his hope of deliverance to God; 
and eonfidered how, in Ids prefent circumftan- 
ces, he might preferve himfelf, and .thofe that 
were with him, and overcome his enemies, if 
they attacked him injurioufly. He therefore 
diftributed his company into parts: Some he 
fent before the reft, and the others he ordered 
to come dole behind, that fo if the firft were 
overpowered, when his brother attacked them, 
they might have thofe that followed as a refuge 
to fly unto, f^nd when he had put his company 
in this order, he lent fome of them to carry 
prefents to his brother. The prefents were 
id up of cattle, and a great number of four- 

bt the proper meaning of the word 
the $Id Jerufalem analogy of the 
mjjfui time, it is certain that the 


footed beafts, of many kinds, fuch as would he 
very acceptable to thofe that received them, or. 
account of their rarity. Thofe who were fent 
went at certain intervals of fpace afuAiW, that 
by following thick one after another,’ahrey 
might appear to be the more numerous, that 
Efau might remit of his anger on account of 
thefe prefents, if he were ftill in a paffion. ln- 
ftructions were alfo given to thofe that were 
lent to fpeak gently to him* 

2. When Jacob had t made thefe appoint¬ 
ments all the day, and night came on, he mov¬ 
ed on with hia company; and as they were 
gone over a certain river, called Jabboc, Jacob 
wars left behind ; and meeting with an angel, 
he wreftled with him, tire angel beginning the 
ftruggle ; but he prevailed over the angel ; who 
ufed a voice, and fpake to him in words, ex¬ 
horting him to be pleafed with what had hap¬ 
pened to him, and not to fuppofc that his vic¬ 
tory was a fmall one, but that he had overcome 
a divine angel ; and to efteem the viftoi y .Is** 
fign of great bleffings that fhould come to him ; 
and that his offspring fhould never fail; and that 
no man fhould be too hard for his power. He 
alfo commanded him to he called * Tfrael, 
which in the Hebrew tongue fignifies one that 
Jlruggled with the divine angel. Thefe pro- 
mifes were made at the prayer of Jacob; for 
when he perceived him to be the angel of God, 
he defired he would fignify to him what fhould 
befal him hereafter. And when the angel had 
faid what is before related, he difappeared : But 
Jacob was pleafed with thele things, and named 
the place Phanuel , which fignifies, The face of 
God. Now when he felt pain by this llrug- 
gling, upon his broad finew, he abftaincd from 
eating that finew himfelf afterward ; and for his 
fake it is ftill not eaten by us. 

3. When Jacob underftood that his brother 
was near, he ordered his wives to go before, 
each by herfelf, with the hand-maids, that they 
might fee the a&ions of the men, as they were 

fighting, 

Hellenifts of the firft century, in Egypt and eife\vherc, t 
interpreted If-ra-tl, to be a man feemg Gotl, as is eyaent 
from the fragment fore-cited. ■* 
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fighting, if. Efau were fo difpofed.. Lie then 
'•went up to; his brother Efau, and bowed down 
to him, who had no evil ddign upon him, but 
fainted lykn; and afked him aliout the company 
of 4he'children, and*-of the women ; and defined, 
wfien he had underltood all he wanted to know 
about* them, that lie would go along with him 
to their father: But Jacob pretending that the 
cattle were weary, Efau returned to Seay for 
there was his place of habitation, he having na¬ 
med the place rougbnefs, from; his own hairy 
roughuefs. 

G H A P. XXI. 

Concerning the. Violation of Dina s Chafity. 

§ u T T Ere upon Jacob came to the place, 

* Jtl till this day called Tents , [Succoth] 
from whence he went to Shechem, which is a 
city of the Canaanites. Now as the Shcchem- 
lumping afeftival, Dina, who was the ' 
only daughter,of Jacob, went into the city, to 
fee the finery of the women of that country. 
"But when Shechem, the fon of H-amor tlic 
king, faw her, Iiq defiled her by violence; and 
being greatly in love with her, he defired of 
Ills father that he would procure the damfel to 
him for a wife. To which defire he conde- 
feended ; and came to Jacob, defiring him to 
give leave that his fon Shechem might, ac¬ 
cording to law, marry Dina. But Jacob, not 
knowing how to deny the defire of one of fuch 
great dignity, and yet not thinking it lawful to 
marry his daughter to a ft ranger, .intreated him. 
to give him leave to have a eonfulfation abbut 
what he.defired him to do.. So the. king went 
away, in hopes that Jacob would grant him this 

* Of this flaughtcr of the Shechemitcs by Simeon -and. 
J.eyi, fee Aurtbenu. Rcc< part I. p. 309, 418, 432,—439. 
-Vut why Jofephus has’omitted the circunicifioiv of tlicie 
Shechemitcs, v as th^occafidn of their death ; and of Ja¬ 
cob’s great grief, as in* the tdlament of Levi, 5 .1 .tan-, 
not telle 

f Since-Bftnoni fi guides the fon of my farrow, and Ben¬ 
jamin the fon. rf days, or 011c born in the father’s old agr, 
Gen. \liv. 20 .1 fufpect Jofephus’ prefent copies to be here 
impcrtVA ; and fuppofe, that in correfpondence toother 
•Copies, Jie wrote that RaebcL-Xailed her foo’s name Be- 


OP THE JEWS. 

marriage. But Jacob informed his fons of the 
defilement of their lifter, anti of the addrefs of 
Hamor; and defired them to give him their 
j advice, what they Ihould do. Export this, the 
! gpcatert part laid nothing, not knowing what 
1 advice to give. But Simeon and LeVi, the 
; brethren of the damfel, by the fame mother, 

| agreed between themfelves upon the ad ion foi- 
i lowing: It being now the time of a feftival,' 

| when the Shechemitcs were employed in cafe 
' and feafting, they fell upon the watch, when 
they were afleep,,and coming into the city, 
flew * all the males ; as alfo the king, and his 
fon, with them ; but fpared the women. And,, 
when they had done this, without their father's 
content, they brought away their lifter. 

2. Now while Jacob was aftonilfied at the 
greatnefs of this ad, and was feverely blaming 
his fons for it, God, flood by him, and bid 
him he of good courage; but to- purity his 
tents, and to offer thole facrilices which he 
had vowed to offer when he went lirft into • 
Mefopotamia, and law his vifion. As he was 
therefore purifying his followers, he light up¬ 
on- the gods oi* Laban; (for he-did not before 
know they were ftolen by Rachel) and he hid 
them in the earth, under' an oak, in She¬ 
chem. And departing thence, he offered la- 
crifice at Bethel, the. place where he faw his 
dream, when he went lirft into Mefopotamia. 

3. And when lie was gone thence* and was 
come over againft Ephrata, he there buried 
Rachel, who died in child-bed : She was the 
only one of . Jacob’s kindred that had not the 
honour of burial at Iiehron. And when he 
had mourned for her a great while, he called 
tile fon .that was. born of her f Benjamin, be- - 

cau fie 

txoni, but *hi*. fiitber-*ca!lc<i J;mi •Beu/amins, Gen. xxxv. 18. 

* As -for Bcnjamini, as commonly .explained, /A- fm cf ./■ 

J right hand, it makes no fenfc at all, and Arms to bo . 

grofs modern error only. The 1Sama1it.ur always win< 

| this name truly Bhjandm, which probably c- iic>c of (hi 
! fame bgnidcatum, only with tin* .Chaldee nomination 
j inltcad of nn, in the Hebrew, as we pronounce Cl; m- 
I bin or Cherubim indid'ei antly. Aecuidingty both th. 

| tdtamciit of Benjamin, j 2. p. 401. and P/n/0 E mm'mrn 
mutation*, p. 10*9. vvrile tlic name Benjamin, but explain 
it .not the fon of his right, hand, but tie fin of days. 
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caule of tlic forrow the mother had with him. 
Thefe are all the children of Jacob, -twelve 
males, and one female. Of them, eight were 
legitimate, viz. fix of Leah, and two of Ra¬ 
chel ; and four were of the hand-maids, two 
of each ; all whofe names have been let down 
already. 

* _ 

C H A P. XXII. 

How Ifaac died , and was buried in Hebron . 

TT ROM thence Jacob came to Hebron, a 
Jl. city lituate among the Canaanites; and 


O F T II E J E \v s. 

there it was that Ifaac Jived : and fo they lived 
together for a little while; for as to Reheka 
Jacob did not fmd her alive. Ifaac alio died 
not long after the coming of his fon ;'*and was 
buiicd by his 'fons, with his wife, in Hebron, 
where they had a monument belonging to them 
from their forefathers. Now Ifaac was a-man 
who was beloved of God, and was vouchfafeu 
great inftances of providence by God, after A- 
braham his father ; and lived to be exceeding 
old : for when he had lived virtnouliy t.nc I.Airr- 
dred and eighty-five years, he tlua. died. 


B O O K II. 

Con taming the Interval of Two Hundred and Twenty TWc 

* 

[From the Death of Isaac to the Exodus out of Egypt.] 


CHAP. I. 

irhw Efru and Jacob , the Sons of Ifaac , divid¬ 
ed their Habitation ; and Efau pojfejfcd Idu¬ 
mea, and Jacob Canaan . 


§ i. ETER the death of Ifaac, his fons 
r~\ divided their habitations refpedtive- 
ly. Nor did they retain what 
they had before ; but Efau departed from the 
city of Hebron, and left it to his brother, and 
dwelt in Heir, and ruled over Idumea. He ( 
called the country by that name from himfclf, . 
for he was named Adorn ; which appellation he 
got on the following occafion : One day return¬ 
ing from the toil of hunting very hungry, (it 
was when he was a child in age) he lighted on 
his brother, when he was getting ready lentile^ 
pottage for his dinner, which avas of a very red 
colour ; on which account he the more earneftly 
v.rLuSKSfliki'jL _and deli red him to give him fome 


of it to eat: But h? made advantage of his 
brother’s hunger, and forced him to refign up 
to him his birth-right, and he being pinched 
with famine, refigncd it up to him, under an 
oath. Whence it came, that, on account ol 
the re.dnefs of this pottage, he was, in way of 
jeft, by his cotemporarics, called Adorn , for the 
Hebrews call what is red Adorn ; and this was 
the name given to this country : But the Greeks 
gave it a more agreeable pronunciation, and 
named it Idumea. 

2. He became the father of five fons; .of 
whom Jaus, and Jalomus, and Coreus, were*., 
by one wife, whofe name was Alibama; but , 
of the reft, Aliphav. was born to him by Ada,' 
and Raguel by Bafemmath : and thefe were the 
fons of Efau. Atiphaz had five legitimate fon ., 
Theman, Omer, Saphus, Gdtham, and Kami*; 
for Araalek was not legitimate, but by (a con- 

cubine, 
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cubme, whole name was Tiiamna. Thefe 
"irV'cIt in that part eh Idumea which was called 
ihr, and th it denominated from Amaiek, 
*/. n.iIf 1./.Vr; iur Idumea was a Jarre country, 
end did then p-ck-rve the name of the whole, 
won.: in it.; le, et.d p irts it kept the names of 
th j uli.ir run: if; ruts. 


f! H A P. II. 

" 77 m > 'V/A yonrrgijl of 'Jacob's Sons , ?tw 

<•'. v:jr!-, b ;■ ilrtihre >/, ivbcn certain Dreams 
—Avf fsticjucivil his future Uappinefs. 

, i.TT !i ippene.i th it Jacob came to fo great 
1 hagpioef; us rarely any other perfon has 

ived at. He w is richer than the reft ol the 
rh du Lint» ol that country; and ww at once 
envied and admired for inch virtuous Ions, for 
.hey were deficient in nothing, but were of 
" nt Lulls, both for labouring with their hands, 
v t.. b.Vurh.g of tod; and fhrewd alfo in un¬ 
it ”-ft mding. And God exercifed fuch a provi- 
a n.v over hi n, and inch a care of his huppi- 
;.. .. a to bring him tlic greatell hie flings, even 1 

■ at ■ v. hat appeared to lie the molt forrovvful 
and to make him the eaufe of our 
v Pm Lees departure out of Egypt, him and 
uis pollen! v. The oecafion was lifts: When 
! d) had this fon ]ofeph born to him by Ra¬ 
di; 1 , ids fi'he- loved him above the reft of Ids 
ion botlj rwaulc of the beauty of his body, 
am J i he vfttaci. of hi:, mind ; for lie excelled the ; 
•reft in ’prudence. This afie&ion of his father j 
excited the envy and tree hatred of his brethren ; 
as did alfo Ids dreams which he faw, and relat¬ 
ed to liis lather, and to them, which foretold j 
if; futore hvppincls; it being ufual with man- j 
: G id to envy their very neared relations fuch j 
•their profpeiity.o Now the vilions which Jo-i 
f tepli law in hi;; deep were thefe : 

) a. W;h:n they were in the middle of liar- J 
reft, and fofenh was font by his father, with 
his brethren, to {father the fruits of the earth, 
Ay: fnv a vi'ion in a dream, but greatly exceed- 
f lug •the acaf tomary appearances that come 
v.diefi we arc alleep ; wlvicli when he was got 


up, lie told his brethren, tha ! f hrv mfthi gi pp 
what .it portended. He iai-d, “ He Jaw the 
Lift night, that hi. wheat do.if hood lldl in 
the place where lie set it, but Gut theft iheaveu 
ran to bow down to it, as bn ants limv down 
to their mailers. ’ Put as tows as they perceiv¬ 
ed the vilion foretold that he (hoidd obtain 
power and great wealth, and that his power 
ihoald be in oppolition to th .‘in, they ; ave no 
interpretation ol it to (oleph, as ii the diern 
were not by them underllood : Put llh.-v pray¬ 
ed, that no part of what they fuipc'dcd to hr 
its meaning might come to pais ; and they have 
a Hill greater hatred to him on that acvom.u 
3. PUT God, in opposition to their envy, 
lent alecond vilion to jk.'cph, which was nun it 
more wonderful than the former ; for it burn¬ 
ed to him that the Inn took with him the moor:, 
and the reft of the flars, and came down to the 
earth, and bowed down to him. He told this 
vilion to his father, and that, as fuipetliug no¬ 
thing of ill-will from his brethren, when the/ 
were tlicie alio, drifted him to interp'vi vf. : 
it lhould Jignil'y. Now Jacob was phpLd v. l.h 
the dream ; for confide! mg thoyminbf n in Ids 
mind, and fhrewd!'/ and wifely gucili: g at it* 
meaning, he rejoiced at the inert things Punc¬ 
hy hgnilied, heeaulc if declared the future l. ‘p- 
pincls ol Ills Ion ; and th:P, by tlic blelling of 
God, the time lhould come when he ibolwt lie 
honoured, and thought werthy of woriiiip by 
his parent; and brethren, as jnwliuig dpu f>e 
moon and Inn were life his moilier ;ri GlP ; 
the former, as (lie that gave increaic and r >w 
riflnncnt to ali things ; and the latter, ft that 
gave form and other powers to them g turn iiss. 
the flars were like his brethren, fince tin v v.er: 


eleven in number, as v.ere the i! ■: . <lint w'ftcc 
theft power from tlic fun and mourn 


4. And thm did J; 

:foh m d;e a 

judyme!;' o{ 

this vilion, and that ; 

1 limewd on 

j aft.. Pm 

thefe interpretations e. 

riled \ cry y 

sxrt grief to 

[ofeph’s brethren : an 

d they v.vn 

c a big! 1 to 

:iim hereupon as il Ik 

vox a well, 

:d" fmTgm, 

that was to have thole 

good Pi.Ug . 

. which wc: c 


fignified by the dreams, ami not as one that 


vuiy 
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was a brother,, with whom it was probable they 
lhould lie joint-partakers; and as they had been 
partner,! in the fame parentage, fo lhould they 
be of the lame happinefs. They alio refolved 
to kill the lad ; and hat ing fully ratified that 
intention ol theirs, as loon as their collection of 
the fruits was over, they went to Shcchem, 
which is a country good for feeding of cattle, 
and for path 1 .rage, there they fed their flocks, 
without acquainting their father with their re¬ 
moval thither : Whereupon he had melancholy 
iufpieions about them, as being ignorant of his 
ions condition, and receiving no meflenger from 
the flocks that coaid inform him of the true 
ftatc they were in ; fo, becaufe he was in great 
fear about them, he lent Jofeph to the flocks, 
to learn thecircumilunces his brethren were in; 
and to bring him word how they did. 


G H A P. III. 

Ha'll' Joffh ivas thus fold by bis Brethren into 
Egypt, by Reafon of their Hatred to him; and 
bow he there grew famous and ilia ft nous , and 
hud bis Brethren under his Power. 

§ EWJ thefe brethren rejoiced as Too n as 

they law their brother coming to 
them, not indeed as at the prefence of a near 
relation, or as at the prefence of one lent by 
their father, but as at the prefence of an enemy, 
and one that by divine providence was deliver¬ 
ed into their hands ; and they already refolved 
to kill him, and not let flip the opportunity 
that lay before them. But when Reubel, the 
el dell of them, faw them thus difpofed, and 
that they had agreed together to execute their 
purpofe, he tried to reft rain them, fhewing 
them the heinous enterprize they were going a- 
bout, and the horrid nature of it: that this ac¬ 
tion would appear wicked in the fight of God, 
and impious before men, even though they 
lhould kill one not related to them, but much 

* We may here ohferve, that in correfpondcncc to Ju~ 
feph's fecond dream, which implied, that his mother , who 
was then alive, as well ns his father, fhould come and 
buw down to him, Jofephus reprefents her here as kill 


moix flagitious and detcftable to appear to have 
flain their own brother ; by which ad the fatin', 
mult he treated unjulily in the fon’s fluughtcr, 
and the * mother alfo be in perplexity while 
The laments that her fon is taken away 1;\ m her, 
and this not in a natural way neither. So he 
intreated them to have a regard to their own 
confluences, and wifely to confider what nuf- 
chief would betide them upon the death of io- 
good a child, and their youngeft brother; that 
they would alfo fear God, who was alrctuy 
both a fpedator and a witnefs of 'fv dTIgn;; 
they had againft their brother ; that he a-onM 
love them if they abftained from this ad, and 
yielded to repentance and amendment: But in 
cafe they proceeded to do the fad, all forts of 
punifhments would overtake them from God 
for this murder of their brother, fmee they po¬ 
inted his providence, which was every wheie 
prefent, and which did not overlook what was 
done either in defarts or in cities ; for wherdc- 
ever a man is, there ought he to fuppoie tha" 
God is alfo. He told them farther, that their 
confluences would be their enemies if they at¬ 
tempted to go through fo wicked an enierpiiyc, 
which they can never avoid, whether it be a 
good confcience, or whether it he fuch an one 
as they will have within them when once they 
have killed their brother. He alfo added this 
befides to what he had before flxid, that it was 
not a righteous thing to kill a brother, though 
he had injured them ; that it is a good thing to 
forget the adlions of fuch near friends, even in 
things wherein they might feem to have offend¬ 
ed ; but that they were going to kill jofeph, 
who had been guilty of nothing that was ill to¬ 
wards them, in whofe cafe the infirmity of his 
fmall age fhould ratherjrrocure him mercy, and 
move them to unite together in the care of his 
prefervation. That the caufe of killing him 
made the adt itfelf much worfe, 4 while they de¬ 
termined to take him off out of envy at his fu¬ 
ture 

alive after flic was dead, for the decorum of the d-er.m 
that foretold it, as the interpretation of that difcaro din.» 
alfo in all our copies, Gen. xxxvii. 10. £ 
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tore profpcrity ; an equal fhare of which they 
"tooted naturally partake -While he enjoyed it, 
fmee they were to him not ftrnngcrs, but the 
neareft-relations, for they might reckon upon 
what Cod bellowed upon Jofeph as their own ; 
and that it was fit for them to believe, that the 
anger of Cod would for this cauie be more he¬ 
wn: upon them, if they flew him who was 
jlidyed by Clod to be worthy of that profperity 
which was to he hoped for ; and while by mur- 
7 R*ring him, they nirgie it impoffible for God 
to upon him. 

_laid thefe, and many other 

things, and uled intreaties to them, and there¬ 
by endeavoured to divert them from the mur¬ 
der of their brother. But when he faw that 
his difeourfe had not mollified them at ail, and 
th;t they made hade to do the fact, he advifed 
them to alleviate the wickednefs they were go¬ 
ing about in the manner of taking Jofeph off; 
for as he J hjd exhorted them ftrft, when they 
were going to revenge themfelves, to be dif- 
fuaded from doing it, fo fince the fentcncc for 
CHjng their brother had prevailed, he faicl that 
they would not however be fo grofsly guilty, if 
they would be perfuaded to follow his prefent 
advice, which would include what they were 
fo eager about, but was not fo very had, but, 
in the diftrefs they were in, of a lighter nature. 
He begged of them therefore not to kill their 
brother with their own hands, but to call him 
into the pit that v/as hard by, and fo to let 
him die ; by which they would gain fo much, 
that they would not defile their own hands 
with his blood. To this the young men readi¬ 
ly agreed : So Rcubel took the lad, and tied 
him to a cord, and let him down gently into 
the pit,.for it had no water at all in it; who, 
when he had done this, went his way to feek 
r for filch pafturage as was fit for feeding their 
flocks. 

3. But Judas, being one of Jacob’s Ton’s 
alfo, feeing fome Arabians, of the pofterity of 
llhmacl, carrying fpices and Syrian wares out 
,(y rhe^kmd of Gilead to the Egyptians, after 

TIIk Septuagint have 20 pieces of gold ; the tefla- 
meat Cad 30; the Hebrew and Samaritan 20, of 01 - 
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' Rcubel was gone, advifed his brethren w Ci." 
Jr _-p h ov.% oi the pit, and >Ji mm to he fo ■ 
bftnv ; for if he lit*.wit! of - anu: g ftr.-ttgo. 1 4 
! great way off, they fftv.tV! be heed from ibis 
barbarous aiiian. ’i V*s rviurc was 1 delved 
i on : So thev ti.ew jofiph up out ct the pit, 
and fold him to the mer-har.t.s lor twenty 
j pounds. He was now levsnteen years t.f 
But Reubel coming in the night time to the 
pit, rdoived to face Jofeph, without the pro 
vity of his brethren ; anu whet), upon his cak¬ 
ing to him, he made no anfwcr, he was aloud 
that they had bcilroyed him alter he w as gone ; 
of which he tomplaincd to his brethren : but 
when they had told him what they had Com , 
Reubel left of his mourning. 

4. "WHliIT j ofeph’s brethren find done thru; 
to him, they ccnhdered what they fltould do 
to efeape the fufpicions of their father. Nov/ 
they had taken away from Jofeph the coat which 
he had on when he came to them, at the time 
they let him down into the pit ; lb they thought 
proper to tear that coat to pieces, and to dip 
it into goats’ blood, and then to carry it and 
1 fliew it to their father, that he might believe 
| he was deftroyed by wild beafts. And when 
they had fo clone, they came to the old man, 
but this not till what had happened to his Ton 
had already come to his knowledge : Then 
they faid, that they had not feen JofcpTi, 1101 
knew what milhap had befallen film, but that 
they had found his coat bloody, and torn to 
pieces, whence they had a fufpicion that he 
had fallen among wild beafts, and ft) pe: ‘fhed, 
if that was the coat he had on when he came 
from home. Now Jacob had before f ine bet¬ 
ter hopes that his fon was only made a captive ; 
but now he laid afide that notion, and liip- 
pofecl, that this coat was an evident argument 
that he was dead ; for he well remembered, 
that this was the coat he had on when he Ent 
him to liis brethren : So lie hereafter lanitnU J 
the lad as now dead, a. if hr had been the fa¬ 
ther of no more than one, without taking any 

■ 1 comfort. 

ver ; ami the vulgar Latin 30. "What rvr.h the true num¬ 
ber, and true iu.n, cannot therefore mv-v be kno^ii. 
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' > >ri 'u t'm reft ; and fo he was alio afTcift- 
" ’n •• ii 1 1 is vu-jovHnn- before ha met with ]o~ 
.,a lira; 1 ivtr,, when he alio conjectured that 
oieph u i:. Jetiro* hy v/bd lxulK He fat 

•hnvn a,ho chwhed in faekeio!h, and in heavy 
;'h'u'!Uwn_, udeniuch that In: found no cafe 
v.duo his Sons eomtoitea him, neither did his 
rai,.reaiit bv hen nth of ti:5io. 

» j O 
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bh.ev/v/b/g lhe fV'iul Cbaf.ily of fufepb. 

v i. ]\ "1 OW Potiphar, an Egyptian, who was 
i. ^ chief cook to king Pharaoh, bought 
julcph ol the merchants, wh.o fold him to him. 

I !e had hint in the created: honour, and taught 
him the learning that became a fiee man, and 
gave him leave to make ufe of a diet better 
then what Was allotted to Haves. He entruil- 
ej also tihe care of his houle to him. So he 
'■njosnu tisc f e advantages ; yet did not he leave 
that \irlue which he had before, upon inch a 
change ot his condition, hut he demoftrated, 
(list wild.om was able to govern the uneaiy 
* d Ions ci life, in Inch as have it in reality, 
and do not only put it on fur a Ihcw, under a 
prefenr ih.ie of profperitv. 

2. I'og vhcu liis mailer's v. ife was fallen 
hi i•('>!,' v, ith him, both on .'u count of ins beau¬ 
ty oi !• xiv, and lib tic;.tenuis management of 
.•.."ft ; and filppolcd, that if the fliould make 
o !m i.-, n :• ) Lira, lire in. mid ealily perfu.uie 
i. a n, ca.no and lie with her, and that he 
n./o ; look on it as a piece of happy fortune 
<u: , ids millreis fliould intreat him, as regard- 
i;;.... th.u Hue of iktvery he was in, and not his 
m ?r.-l nanulec, with h continued after Ids con- 
Miih'n was changed : Ho ihe made known her 
: nudity irtclinations ; and fpake to him about 
i • mg with her. How ever, lie rejetted her in- jj 
treaties, not thinking it agreeable to religion I 
to vl M h> far U> her, as to do what would 
tend in. the alii out and injury oi him that pur- 
dr bed him, and had vouchfaletl him i'o great 
honours. He, on the contrary, exhorted her 
to govern that palhon ; and laid before her the J 
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xmpoflibility of her obtaining her dell res, which 
he thought ought be conquered, if J lie had no 
hone of lucceeding : and lie laid, that, as to 
j himfelf, he would endure any thing whatever 
S before he would be perfuaded to it ; for al- 
] though it was fit for a Have, as he was, to do 
nothing contrary to his miflrefs, he tniefu v;dl 
be excufed in a cafe where the eontiadfli •• a: 
was to loch a fort of command s oh.lv. iftg 
j this opposition of Jcfeph’s, when the d’d : 
j expett it, made her ft ill more violent Hi.g..; 

; love to him ; and as lhe was ihrelf-iy id vih' 

11 this naughtv paflion, fo flic refolvcd ... gom- 
! pais her delign bv a iecond attempt. 

I 3 . When therefore there was a public feftl- 
{ val coming on, in which it..was the c idiom ha 
I women to come to the public folemnity, 1 !.v 
| pretended to her hufhand that ihe was lick, re 
contriving; an opportunity for folk uue and. Ei- 
fure, that lhe might intreat jofcpli again : 
Which opportunity being obtained, ih.e ulcd 
more kind words to him than heiore 
that it had been good for him to have vial led 
to Iter full folicitation, and to haveguui her 
no repulie, both becaufe of the re m a re 
j ought to bear to her dignity, who WEVel 
j him. ant] becaufe of the vehemcn. v of Hr 
paliion, hy which flic was forced, though ihe 
were his miftrds, to eonudecp.'l beneath 
dignity j but that he may now, hy tagging inn;.- 
I prudent advice, wipe off thy imputation of his 
! former foilv : for whether it were that he ex- 

I J 1 

j peeled the repetition of her bdicitaticns, fh.e 
had now made it, and that with greater ear 
neflnefs than before, for that Hie had pretend¬ 
ed Hckncxson this very account, and had prefer¬ 
red his eonverkition before the Efiival and its 
folcmnity ; or whether he oppofed her former 
difccurfes, as not believing die could be in car- 
nefi, flu: now gave him fu if ci cut fecurity, hv 
thus repeating her application, that ihe meant 
not in the leaft by fraud to impede upon him ; 
and allured him, that if he complied with her 
eHeclioiis, he might expect the enjoyment of 
the advantages he already had ; and if Hyaymc 
fubmiffive to her, he fhoultl have f\i?J grean.i 

ad- 
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advantages; but that he muft look for revenge 
■*and hatred from her, in cafe he rejected her 
deli res, and preferred the reputation of chaf- 
tity before his miitrefs ; for that he would 
gain nothing by fuch procedure, becaufe fhe 
would then become his accufer, and would 
falfely pretend to her hufband, that he at¬ 
tempted her chaftity ; and that Potiphar would 
hearken to her words rather than to his, let 
his be ever fo agreeable to the truth. 

—^4, When the woman had laid thus, and 
even tears in ’tier eyes, neither did pity 

dilhj^rfe foleph from his challity, nor did fear 
mi pel him to a compliance with her ; but he 
oppofed her felicitations, and did not yield to 
( -her threatnings, and was afraid to do an ill 
thing ; and chofe to undergo the fliarpelf pu- 
nilhment, rather than.to enjoy his prefent ad¬ 
vantages, by doing what his own confcience 
knew would juftly deferve that he fhould die 
for it. He alfo put her in mind, tfiat lire was 
-'TV , .-Til fiTwoman, and that Ihe ought to co¬ 
habit with her hufband only ; and defired her 
to fuller thefe conliderations to have more 
vTrrght with her, than the lhort pleafure of 
luftful dalliance, which would bring her to 
repentance afterwards ; would caufe trouble to 
her, and yet would not amend what had been 
done amils. He alfo fuggefted to her the fear 
lire would be in, left they fhould he caught ; 
and that the advantage of concealment was 
uncertain, and that only while the wickednefs 
was not known [would thfcre be any quiet for 
them] ; but that Ihe might have the enjoyment 
of her hulbgnd’s company without any dan¬ 
ger : And he told her, that in the company of 
her hufbWl Ihe might have great boldnefs, 
from a good confcience, both before God and 
before men. Nay, that Ihe would a£t better 

like his miftrefs, and make ufe of her autho- 

^ _ 

rity over him better, while Ihe perfifted in her 
chaftity; than* when they were both afhamed 
for what wickednefs they had been guilty of; 
and that it is much better to depend on a good 
ftife, well adted, and known to have been fo, 
ftian^Upon the hopes of the concealment of 
evil| practices. 


5. Joseph, by faying this, and m'' 1- -’, 
to relirain the violent pailicii of the '■ ■■■; . 
and to reduce her affeCrion;. within the vuks o 
reafon : But Ihe grew more ungovernable, and 
earneft in the matter ; amt lince (he uelpaired of 
perfuading him, ihe laid hei hands upon him, 
and had a mind to force him. But as foc n as 
Jofeph had got away from her anger, leaving 
alfo his garment with her (for he left that to 
her, and leaped out of her chamber) flic was 
greatly afraid left he fhould difcover'her lewd- 
nefs to her hufband, and greatly troubled at the 
affront he had offered her ; fo lire rcfolvcd to be 
before-hand with him, and to acculc Joftnh 
falfely to Potiphar, and by that means to re¬ 
venge hcrfelf 011 him for his pride and con- 
terfcpt of her; and ihe thought* it a wife thing 
in itfelf, and alfo becoming a woman, tints to 
prevent his accufation. Accordingly ihe fit 
forrowful, and in confufion, framing hcrftlr lo 
hypocritically and angrily, that the furrow, 
which was really for her being difappoinled of 
her luft, might appear to he for the attempt 
upon her chaftity; fo that when her hufband 
came home, and was difturbed at the light of 
her, and enquired what was the caufe ol the 
diforder (he was in, fhe began to accule jofeph : 
And, “ O hufband, faid ilic, mayft thou not 
live a day longer if thou doll not puniih the 
wicked have, w'ho has defired to defile thy bed; 
who has neither minded who he was, when he 
came to our houfe, fo as to behave him ft If with 
modefty ; nor has he been mindful of what fa¬ 
vours he had received from thy bounty (as he 
muft be an ungrateful, man indeed, imlcfs lie, 
in every refpedt, carry himfclf in a manner 
agreeable to us): this man, I fay, laid a private 
defign to abufe thy wife, and this at the time ox 
a feftival, obferving when thou wouldft be ah- 
fent. So that it now is clear, that his model! y, 
as it appeared to he formerly, was only became 
of the reftraint he was in out of fear of thee, 
but that he was not really of a good difpofition. 
This has-been occafioncd by his being advan¬ 
ced to honour beyond what he deftrved and 
what he hoped for, infomuch, that he con- 

K. eluded, 
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elude I, that he who was deemed fit to be trull- !' 
ed with thy eftatc, and the government of thy , 
family, and was preferred above thy deleft fer- j 
vants, might be allowed to touch thy wife alfo.” 
Thus when Ihe had ended her difcourfe, Ihe J 
fhewcd him his garment, as if he then left it I 
with her when he attempted to force her. But ! 
Potiphar not being able to dilbelieve what his 
wife’s tears fhewed, and what his wife faid, ! 
and what he law himfelf, and being fcduced by j 
his love to his wife, did not let himfelf about | 
the examination of the truth, but taking it for 
granted that his wife was a model! woman, and 
condemning Jofeph as a wicked man, he threw 
him into the malefactors pril’on ; and had a Hill 
higher opinion of his wife, and bare her wit- 
riels, that Ihe Vas a woman of a becoming 
mcddly and chaftity. 


CHAP. V. 

What Things bcfcl Jofeph in Prifon. 

§ x.'VTOW Jofeph, commending all his af- 
i. 'I fairs to God, did not betake himfelf to 
make his defence, nor to give an account of 
the exact circumftances of the lad, but iilently 
underwent the bonds and the diltrefs he was 
in, firmly believing, that God, who knew the 
caufo of his affliction, and the truth of the 
fa ft, would be more powerful than thole that 
inflicted the punilhments upon him ; a proof I 
of whofc providence he quickly received : for j 
the keeper of the prifon taking notice of his j 
care and fidelity in the affairs ihe had let him ! 
about, and the dignity of his countenance, re¬ 
laxed his bonds, and thereby made his heavy 
calamity lighter, and more fupportable to him : 
He alfo permitted him to make life of a better 
diet than that of the reft of the priibners. 
Now as his fellow-prilbners, when their hard 
labours were over, fell to difeouriing one a- 
mong another, as is ufual in inch as are equal 
futferers, and to enquire one of another what 
were the occafions of their being condemned 
to a prifon ? .Among them the king’s cup- 
bearer, aoc\ one that had 'been fdpected by 


him, was put in bonds upon the king’s anger at 
him. This man was under the lame bonds- 
with Jofeph, and grew more familiar with 
him ; and upon his obferving that Jofeph had 
a better underltanding than the reft had, lie 
told him of a dream he had, and dcliretUie 
would interpret its meaning, complaining' that, 
befides the afflictions he underwent from the 
king, God did alfo add to him trouble from his 
dreams. 

2. He therefore faid, That in his Deep lw. 
faw three clutters of grapes hanpuyg upon 
three branches of a vine, large alrealty, anu 
ripe for gathering ; and that he iqueezed them 
into a cup, which the king held in his hand ; 
and when he had ltrained the wine, he gave it 
to the king to drink, and that he received it 
from him with a pica hint countenance. This, 
he laid, was what he law ; and he defiled ]'o- 
feph, that if he had any portion of undcrlland- 
ing in fuch matters, he would tell him what 
this vifion foretold ? Who bid him 
cheer, and expeCt to be fooled from his bonds 
in three days time, becaule the king deli red 
his hervice, and was about to reftore him : . h 
again: for he let him know, that God bellows 
the fruit of the vine upon men for good ; 
which wine is pouted out to him, and is the 
pledge of fidelity and mutual confidence among 
men ; and puts an end to their quarrels, takes 
away pafiion and grief out of the minds of 
them that ufe it, and makes them cheerful. 
Thou ftyeft that thou did fqueeze this wine 
from three chillers of grapes with thine hands, 
and that the king received it; know, therefore, 
that this vifion is for thy good, and foretels a 
releale from thy prefent diftrels, within the 
fame number of days, as the branches had 
whence thou gatheredft thy grapes in thy 
fieep., However, remember what prolperity 
I have foretold thee, when thou haft found ' 
it true by experience : and when thou art hi 
authority, do not overlook us in this prifon, 
wherein, tfiou wilt leave us, when thou art 
gpne to the place we have foretold ; for w«j 
are npt .in’ pri/op,far -apy ermepbut aim. 
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fake of our virtue and fobriety arc We condem¬ 
n’d to fuffcr the penalty of malefactors, and 
bccaufe We are not willing to injure him that 
has thus diftreffed us, though it were for our 
own pleafure. The cup-bearer, therefore, as 
\vas_41atural to do, rejoiced to hear filch an 
interpretation of his dream, and waited the 
completion of what had been thus (hewn him 
beforohand. 

* ?. Jlut another fervant there was of the 
who had been chief baker, and was 
now b oua tj in prifun"with the cup-bearer; he 
.uio in good hope, upon JoJeph’s inter- 
•fTTTatiiin of the other’s vihon, for he had feen 
a dream alfo : fo lie delired that Joleph would 
#1! him, what the vilions he had feen the 
night before might mean ? They were thefe 
tint follow : Me thought, fays lie, I carried 
t;u<*e balkci's upon my head, tw-o w ? ere full of 
loaves, and tlie third full of iweet-mcats, and 
other eatables, ftieli as are prepared for kings; 
'h':i» h ,+^ r- "i()vvls came Hying, and eat them 
411 op, and had no regard to my attempt to 
'•.e thrin away. And he expected a pre- 
like to that of the cup-bearer’s. But 
eph, coniidcriug and reafoning about the 
un, laid to him, that he would willingly 
... _ an interpreter of good events to him, and 
not of fuch as his dream denounced to him ; 
but he told him, that he had only three days 
in all to live: for that the [three] bafkets fig- 
nlfy, that on the third day he Ihould be cruci¬ 
fied, and devoured by fowls, while he was 
not able to help htmfelf. Now both thefe 
dreams had the fame feveral events that )o- 
feph foretold they Ihould have, and this to 
both the parties ; for on the third day before- 
mentioned, when the king folemni/ed his 
birth-day, he crucified the chief baker, hut let 
the butler free from his'bonds, and re (bored 
him to his formerhninilirafron.' 


4. But Gotf*freed Jofeph from his confine¬ 
ment, after- he had encftirecl his bonds two 
years, and had received no affiftancc from the 
cop-bearer, w ho did “not fefnember what he had 

t? • * ’toihjtft 'formerly *'■ ! &hd G oil' tohMVfedf 1 this ‘ 


ctho^idf 


deliverance for him.. 


Pharaoh, the 


king, had feen, in his flccp the lame evening, 
two vjlions ; and after them had the interpret¬ 
ation of them both given him. He had for¬ 
gotten the latter, but retained that of the 
dreams themfelves. Being therefore troubled 
at what he had feen (for it leaned to him to 
be all of a melancholy nature) the next day he 
called together the wifelt men among the Egyp¬ 
tians, dciiring to learn from them the inter- 
| pretation of his dreams: But when they hcli - 
tated about them, the king was fo much the 
more difturbed. And now it was the memory 
of Jofeph, and his fkill in dreams, came into 
the mind of the king’s cup-bearer, when he 
faw the confulion that Pharaoh was in ; fo he 
! came and mentioned Jofeph to him : as alfo. 
! the vifion. he had feen in pri foil, and how the 
i event proved as he had laid : as alfo that the 
chief baker was crucified on the very fame day, 
and that this alfo happened to him according 
to the interpretation of Joleph : that Jofeph 
him fell was laid in bonds by Potiphar, who 
was 3 .is head cook, as a Have ; bur he laid, 
he was one of the nobleft of the Hock of the 
Hebrews : and faid farther, his father lived in 
great lplendor. If, therefore, thou wilt fend 
for him, and not dclpile him on the f ore of 
his misfortunes, thou wilt learn what thy 
I dreams fignify. So the king commanded that 
they Ihould bring Jofeph into his prefehee ; 
and thofe who received the command, came 
and brought Jofeph with them, having taken 
care of his habit, that it might be decent, as 
the king had enjoined them to. do., 

5. But the king took him by the hand; 
and, “ O young, man, fays he (for my fervant 
bears witnefs that thou art at prefent the bell 
and molt fkilfid perfon I can confult with) 
vouc’nlafe me the fame favours; winch thou 
beftowedft 011 this fervant of mine, and tell 
me what events they are which the vifions ol 
my dreams ferefbew ? And I defire thee to. 
fupprefs nothing out of fear.; nor to flatter me 
with lying words, or with what may pleafe me, 
although the truth fhoujd be of a melancholy 
na'tijre. . | ; dp fo Aynied.to m«, that as• I- walked- 
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by the river, I lav/ kinc fat. and very large, 
feven in number, going from the river to the 
marfhes; and other kinc of the fame number like 
them met them out of themarlhes,exceeding lean 
and ill-favoured, which eat up the fat and the 
large kine, and yet were no better than before, 
and not Ids mUerably pinched with famine. 
After 1 had 1'een this vifion, i awaked out of 
my lleep ; and being in diforder, and confider- 
ing with' myfelf what this appearance Ihould 1 
be, I fell aileep again, and law another dream, j 
much more wonderful than the foregoing, 
which dill did more affright and difturh me: 

I jaw feven ears of corn growing out of one 
root, having their heads borne down by the 
weight of the grains, and bending down with 
the fruit, which was now ripe, and fit for reap¬ 
ing ; and near thefe I faw feven other ears of 
corn, meager and weak, for want of rain, 
which Tell to eating arid confuming thofc that 
were lit for reaping, and put me into great a- 
itoniilunent.” 

0 . To which Jofeph replied : “ This dream, 
laid he, Oking, although leen under two forms, 
ligniiics one and the fame event of things; for 
when thou fawell the kine, which is an animal j 
made for the plough and for labour, devoured 
by the worfer kine ; and the ears of corn eaten 
up by the fmaller ears, they forctel a famine, 
and want of the fruits of the earth, for the fame ! 
number of vears, and equal with thole when 
Egypt was in an. happy ftate ; and this lo far, 
that the plenty of theil* years will be i pent in 
the hum* number of yenrk oiTcaivitv, and that 
frar.’itv of neeeliary provilmns will be verv dif¬ 
ficult to be correG e.l ; as a lign whereof, the 
ill-favoured k;:v\ when they had devoured the 
better f ! ,i ••.'<] be f.tiisfied. But (till God 
to ... s ] . to come upon men, not to 

vh v ; hem, bm But when they know it be- 
i've-’n m J, Set i, uv by prudence make the ac- 
tn d o.jVi "■'!;>•<* f t '.".hat is foretold the more to- 
it rahie. 1 i th' cm n< rcl c• e carefn 11 y di 1pole of j 
it* plentiful crops widen will come in the for- { 

" That is, it for Pharaoh at a very low price, j 

'< Tim Patifthar , or, a:, i.i jofrplm.n, 1‘ittfhres, who j 
■ ;; war, prlcil ol C >u or J h-liopom, is the fame natm in i 


mer years, thou wilt procure that the future 
calamity will not be felt by the Egyptians.” 

7. IIereupon the king wondered at the 
diferetion and wifdom of Jofeph ; anc! afked 
him, by what means he might lo difpenfc* 'the 
foregoing plentiful crops, in the happy year*?, v- 
to make the milerable crops more tolerable r 
Jofeph then added this his advice : To fpare 
the good crops, and not permit the Egyptians 
to Ipcnd them luxurioufly, but to referve. what 
they would have fpent in luxury beyond then 
neceflity again!! the time of want, f sg. ailo ex¬ 
horted him to take the corn of the lUrT-md- 
mcn, and give them only fo much as will b ■ 
fufficient for their food. Accordingly Pharaoh 
being furprifed at Jofeph, not only for his 
terpretation of the dream, but for the counted 
he had given him, intruded him with dilprri¬ 
ling the corn ; with power to do what he thought 
would be for the benefit of the people of Egypt 
and for the benefit of the king, as believing, 
that he who fil'd diicovered this metlunT of act¬ 
ing, would prove the bed overleer of it. But 
Joleph having this power given him by the 
king, with leave to make ule of his T.u, and 
to wear purple, drove in his chariot through ill 
the land of Egypt ; and '' took the corn of the 
hufbandmen, allotting as much to every one as 
would be fudich.'iit for feed, and for food, but 
without difeovering to any one the rcaion w*hy 
lie did fo. 


C.H A P. VJ. 


How Jofeph, when he was become famous iu 
F gvpt, had his Brethren in S it b/cflicit. 

§ 1. T OSEPII was now grown up to thirty 
years of age ; and enjoyed great ho¬ 
nours from the King, who c.dled him Pfothom 
Phan:eft, out of regard to his, prodigious degree 
ot wiJdom, for that name denotes the revra In' 
of ferrets. He alio married a wife of very b.iajc 
quality ; for he married the daughter ol t Pe- 

tephres, 


Jofephw, and perhaps in Mofes^alfo, with Mri 
before called the Head Cock or Captain of the Gua 


win*-, : 

id, i. 


1 


T 
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tephres, one of the priefts of Heliopolis : fhe ] 
\vas a virgin, and her name was Afenath. By 
her he had children, before the fcardty came on, 
Mimtffeh, the elder, which fignifics forgetful, 
hecaufe his prefent happjnefs made him forget 
his ih^ner misfortunes ; and Ephraim, the 
younger, wliich fignities reftored , becaufe he 
w is Vifired to the freedom of his forefathers. 

N ■ ,v after Egypt had happily palled over feven 
Years,- according to Jofeph's interpretation oT. 
the dreams, the famine came upon them on 
the eigh’h -year; and becaufe this misfortune 
fhii on them when they had * no fenfe of it 
bffmv- hand, they were all forely afflidled by it, 

. i came running to the king’s gates; and he 
.tried upon Jofeph, who fold the corn to them, 
King become confeiTedly a faviour to the whole 
multitude of the Egyptians. Nor did he open 
bus market of corn for the people of that couu- 
i v only, but 11 rangers bad liberty to buy alfo, 

! >ic;m !' -ing willing that all men, who are na¬ 
med! v a r i to one another, Ihould have affxft- 
from thole that lived in happinefs. 

2. Now Jacob alfo, when he under flood 
ifrffeigners might come, fent all his fons 
unto Egypt to buy corn, for the land of Ca¬ 
naan was grievoufly afflidled with the famine : 
and this great mifery touched the whole conti¬ 
nent. He only retained Benjamin, who was 
horn to him by Rachel, and was of the fame 
mother with Jofeph. Thefe fons of Jacob 
then came into Egypt, and applied themfeives 
to Jofeph, wanting to buy corn ; for nothing j 
• of this kind was done without his approbation, 
face even then only was the honour that was 
paid the king himfelf advantageous to the perfons 
tint paid it, when they took care to honour Jo- 
Tcnh alfo. Now when he well knew his breth¬ 
ren, they thought nothing of him; for he was but 
a youth when he left them, and was now come 
to an age fo much greater, that the lineaments 
cl* his face were changed, and he was not 

to whom Jofeph was fold. See Gen. xxxvii. 36. xxxix. 
7. with .\li. 50. They are alfo affirmed to be one a id 
the f.une perfon in the tdlament of Jofeph, § 18. for hi 
j it if,lid to have married the-daughter of his mailer and 
•/ii'tr -f,. Nor is this a nation peculiar to that tdlament ; 
rut, | Dr sj ern -.rd confdTes, note on Antic]. C. II. eh. iv. 


known by them : beftdes thus, the great a-!-. < 
the dignity wherein, he appeared, iuiiew] tnem 
not fo much as to l'uf’pcdl it was he. He 
made trial what fentiments they fad about af¬ 
fairs of the grcatcll confequence ; for he refufed 
to fell them corn, and laid, they were come ;>s 
fpies of the king’s affairs ; and tint they nine 
from feveral countries, and joined them Rives 
together, and pretended that they wete of kin; 
it not being po/Iible that a private tna-n ihuuld 
breed upU’o many funs, and thefe of fo great 
beauty of countenance as they were; fitch an 
education of fo many children, being- not calilv 
obtained by kings themfeives. Now this he 
did in order to difeover what concerned his 
father, and what happened to him after his 
J own departure from him, and as defiring to 
j know what was become of Benjamin his bro¬ 
ther; for he was afraid that they had ventured 
on the like wicked euterprize again!! him, th it 
they had done to himfelf, and had taken him 
off alfo. 

3. Now thefe brethren of his v.cre under 
dirtruclion and terror, and thoudit that vei v 
great danger hung over them ; yet not tit ad 
reflecting upon their brother Jofeph, ur»d fund¬ 
ing firm under tire accuiations laid again 11 
them, they made their defence by Reubel, the 
cldell of them, who now became their fpoLff- 
nun. “ We come not hither, laid lie; with 
any unjufi deflgn, nor in order to bring any 
harm to the king’s affairs; we only want to tv 
prefenvd, as fuppofmg your humanity might 
he a refuge for us from the m if cries which our 
country labours under; we having heard that 
you propofed to fell corn, not only to your 
own countrymen, but to ftrangers alfo; and 
that you determined to allow that corn in or¬ 
der to preferve all that want it : Bui that wc 
are brethren, and of the fame common blood, 
the peculiar lineaments of our face, and thefe 

not 

J. i» common to jof.phtu, to the Septuagint interpre¬ 
ters, and to other learned Jews of old lime. 

* This entire ignorance ol the Egyptian of .thefe years' 
of famine lx fore they c.uik-, told us before, as well as here, 
j eh. w § 7. by jofephus, teems to be aln.oil inettxiuU. 

I It is in ik nth-, r copy that 1 knew of. 

L 
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not much (liScrcnt from one .-mother, plainly 
h: .’.v. (father’s name is j'broi, an Hebrew 
mu:, w-.u had twelve of us for his funs, by 
four wives : which twelve of us, while vfe 
were all alive, were an happy family ; hut 
when one oi our brethren, whole name was 
J'J'!■■■’-> died, our afuirs changed for the worfe ; 
for our father could not forbear to make a long 
lamentation lor him, and we are in afliidfion, 
both by the calamity of the death of our bro¬ 
ther, and the milerahie have of our amd father. 
\Ve are now therefore come to buy tmrn, hav¬ 
ing iiU.ni.ilcd the care of our father, and the 
provihon for our family, to Benjamin, our 
youngefl. brother; and if thou fended to our 
horde, thou mayeft learn whether we are guilty 
oi the lead fdfehood in what we lav.” 

4. A v d thus did Ileuhel endeavour to per- 
fuade joieph to have a better opinion of them. 
But when he had learned fiom them that Ja¬ 
cob was alive, and that his brother was not 
theliroyed by them, lie, for the prefent, put 
them in prifon, as intending to examine more 
into their affairs when he .(hon’d be -at lei lure. 
Bui on the third day lie brought them out, and 
faid to them, That fin re you conlhmtly affirm', 
that you are not come to do anv harm to the 
king’s affairs; that you are brethren, and the 
hms of the lather whom you namod; you will 
fit! ■fy.,me of the truth of what you lay, if you 
{cava one of your company with me, who 
fluid fuller no injury here ; and if, when you 
have earned corn to your father, you will come 
to me again, and bring your in other, whom 
you fry you left there, along with you ; for 
for this ihaU he by me c ; teemed an aiTurarrce of 
th.c truth of what you have told me. Here-' 
upon they were in greater grief than beiore : 
they wept, and perpetually deplored one a- 
mmg another the calamity of Jolcph ; and laid, 
“ They were f l’en into this mifery as a pu- 

nhhmcnl infifted by God for what, evil con- 
<» . 

trivanccs they lud againA him.” And Reubel 
was large in bis reproaches of them for their 

* T!:>- rcafon why Symeon miylit be felefted out of the 
r’tt h r |,>Gih’s pnhv.er, i> plain in the toil anient of Sy- 
meoi!, via. that lie was one of the biUercit of all Joieph’u 


too late repentance, whence no profit a role t< 
Jwfcoh ; and earneftly exhorted them to bca~ 
with patience whatever they fullered, fmee i 
was done by God in way of puniihmcnt c, 
his account. Thus they fpake to one anotbei 
not imagining that Jolcph under flood 1 thei 
language. A general fadnefs alfo Ic'r/cd 01 
them at Reubel’s words, and a repentance jo 
what they had done ; and they condemned th« 
tvickednefs. they had perpetrated, for wind 
they judged they were juflly punifhed !iy Ci d 
Now when jofeph faw that tliey \V <.4 ; in tbi. 
dihrels, he was fo affected at it, that he- > ; 
into tears ; and, not being willing that the) 
fliould take notice of him, he retired ; and ;d 
ter a while came to them*again, and tailin' 

* Symeon, in order to his being a pledge lo 
his brethrens return, he bid them take ' 1 
corn they had bought, and go their v\ay. 11 
alfo commanded his Howard privily to put th 
money, which tliey had brought with the: 
for the pure hale of corn, into their lacks, an 
to difniifs them therewith ; who did what (. 
was commanded to do. 

5. Now when Jacob’s fons were c< ,e 
the land of Canaan, they told their father v ha 
had happened to them in Egypt, and th 
they were taken to have come thither as ipat; 
upon the king ; and how they faid they were 
brethren, and had left their eleventh brother 
with their father, but were nut believed ; and 
how they had left Symeon with the governor, 
until Benjamin fliould go thither, and be a 
teftimoniai of the truth of what they had laid : 
And they begged of their father to fear no¬ 
thing, but to lend the lad along with them. 
But Jacob was not pleafed with any thing his 
fons had done; and be took the detention of 
Symeon heinoufly, and thence thought it a 
foolilh thing to give up Benjamin alfo. Nei¬ 
ther did he yield to Reubel’s perfuaflon, though 
he begged it of him ; and gave leave, that 
the grand-father might, in way of mptiwl, 

kill 

brethren again it him, § 2. which appears alio it paitVt 
the tcilumeut of Zabulon, 5 3* , 
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kill his own Tons, in cafe any harm came to 
tleni.mvn in the journey. So they were dif- 
treil'ed, and knew not what to do : Nay, there 
waj another accident that dill difturbed them, 
tlie money that was found hid in their facks 
of com. Yet when the corn that had been . 
brought failed them, and .when the famine 
ft‘,1! then, and neceffity forced them, 

Grub did [not] dill refolve to fend Benjamin 
. h ‘his brethren, although there was no re- 
tin .tine, into Egypt.. unlefs they came with 
wha 1 \ev had pro mi fed. Now the mifery 
every day worfe, and his fons beg- 
r'.y it of him, he had no othercourfe to take 
: n his preient cireumilanccs. And Judas, who 
was of a bold temper on other occasions, fpake 
? \> mind very freely to him : “ That it did 

become him to be afraid on account of his 
foil, nor to fufpekt the word, as he did ; for 
nothing could be done to his ton hut by the 
a-'poiutme'p of God, which' mud alfo for cer- 
t..' . come to pals, though lie were at home 
vwh him : that he ought not to condemn 
4l ‘ o to fuch tnanifed dedrudtion ; nor de- 
( .si him of that plenty of food they might 
h o from Pharaoh, by his unrcafotr-iblc fear 
.mom his fori Benjamin ; but ought to fake , 
care of the prefervatimv of SymeOn, led, hy j 
attempting to hinder Benjamin’s journey, By- ’ 
mcon Ihonld pcrilli. He exhorted him to trud 
God lor him; and laid, he would either J 
bring his Ion back to him fafe, Or, together 
with big lofe his own life.” So that Jacob 
was at It tgrh pcrfuadetl, and delivered Benja¬ 
min to them, with the price of the corn dou¬ 
bled : h“ alio lent prefonts to Jbfeph, of the 
fruits C the land of Canaan, ]• halfam, and 
rodn ; as alfo turpentine, and hpney. ’ Now 
th'-ir h*'her died many tears at the departure 
Ins funs, as well as themfelvcs. His con¬ 
cert was, thaj hie might receive them back 
iig u I ile a dor their journey ; and their con- 
c. rn was, that they might find their father j 
well, ana no way alii'uded with, grief for them. 

i . ■ col’i'i fr-ems to me to flretv, that the neys 
g'e- p inch’ i, i• j»■ v anting, which T have {iiaaliej in 
unijm-ts; auJ 1 wondci none luve hitherto fufpcctcit it 
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And this lamentation lulled a whole day : So 
that the old man was at lad tired with, grit I', 
and dayed behind ; but they went on their 
way for Egypt, endeavouring to mitigate their 
grief for their prefent misfortunes, with the 
hopes of better fucccfs hereafter. 

6. As foon as they came into Egypt, they 
were brought down to Jofeph : But here no 
fimall fear difturbed them, led they fhouki he 
accufed about the price of the corn, as if they 
| had cheated Jofeph. They then made a lung 
apology to Jofeph’s deward ; and told him, 
that when they came home, they found the 
money in their facks, and that they had now 
brought it along with them. He faid, he did 
not know what they meant. So they were 
delivered from that fear. And when he had. 
loofed Symeon, and put him into an hand- 
fame habit, he differed him to he with his 
brethren ; at which time Jofeph came from 
his attendance on the king. So they offered 
him their prefents: and upon his putting the 
quedion to them about their father, they an- 
fwered, that they found him well. He alio, 
upon his difeovery that Benjamin was alive, 
afked whether this was their younger brother ; 
for he had feen him. Whereupon they faid 
he was ; he replied, that the God over all was 
bis protcdlor. But when his affeffion to him 
made him died tears, he retired, defiling he 
might not he feen in that plight by his breth¬ 
ren. Then Jofeph took them to fupper ; and 
they were fet down in the fame order as tiiey 
j ulctl to fit at their father’s table. And al~ 
j though Jofeph treated them all kindly, yet did 
i he lend a mefii to Benjamin, that was double 
to what the red of the gucih, had for their 
! Chares. 

| j. 'Now when after flipper ti-e’ r h:: J com- 
! pofed themfelvcs to deep, Job , h commanded 
j his deward, both to give tin m tlvir meafurcs 
j of com, and to hide Its price apron in their 
facks; and that withal they fhouki put into 

LVn- 

I 

ouyhf to a- ftipplied. 

f Of rlit- .son i Half-ill of jv hr, :mf die turpentine, 
fee the nolc on An.dq. u. ViB. eh- n. ; ... 
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Wjmn’s fack, the gpIJ cup out of which he 
f hnnlelf to drink. Which things he did 
,n 01 ^ c,: !o ma ke trial of his brethren, whether 
tnc:y would hand by Benjamin when he IhouM 

■J ) *■» noonllf/i/l F l_5.. /t « '■» 


aecculed of having floien lit 


cup, and 

{hou ' d appear to oc in danger j or whether they 
vrouhl leave him, and, depending on their own 
mnocency, go to their father without him. 
When the lervant had done as he was hidden, 
the Puns of Jacob knowing nothing of all this’ 
went their way, and took Symcon along with 
them, and had a double caufe of joy, both he- 
taule they had received him again, and he- 
caufe they took back Benjamin to their father, 
as they had promifotL But prcfently a troop 
of horfemen cncompafled them, and brought 
v^ itli them Jofeph s lervant, who had put the 
cup into Benjamin’s fack. Upon which un¬ 
expected attack of the .horfemen, they were 
much dillurbed, and afked what the reafon 
was, that they came thus upon men, who, a 
little before, had been by their lord thought 
worthy of an honourable and hofpitable re¬ 
ception ? They replied, by calling them wick¬ 
ed wretches, who had forgot that very hofpi- 
tahic and kind treatment winch fofeph had 
given them, and did not femple to be injuri¬ 
es to him ; and to carry off that cup, out of; 

. T.:..i. 1_i . j • r r • 1 


it! 
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he was fo hardy as to accuff thofc who d 
not before fo much as retain the ]>ricc of tlici? 
corn, which was found in their lacks but 
brought it again, though nobody elfc hum 
oi-mj Inch thing ; fo far were they from of 
fenng any injury to Jofeph voluntarily, V, 
J 1 ' 11 ’ jnppolmg that a fbarch would he a men. 
lure julbllcation of themfclves than t --oir (m , 
dental of the fadl, they bid him fearch them 
ami taat if any of them bad been cuff, v o 
the theft, to punifh them all ; for Wink lir 
a way confaous to themselves of auv c jj lni . 

J they fbake with affurance. and, as they thm-./• 
without any danger to thcmf-lv-s 


■i!o 


J 

w’.ich lie had in fo friendly a manner diank I 
t > them, not regarding their fricndlhip with! 
Jell pis no more than the danger they ihould ' 
be in if they were taken, in companion of the 
un.jjft gain. Hereupon he threatened, that 
they ihould he pur.Tied ; for though they had 
draped the knowledge of him, who was but 
n le vant, yet had they not efcaped the know- 
>' dgc of God, nor had gone <-iT with what 
they had Hole!) ; and after all, afked why we 
ome upon them, as if they knew nothing 
w the mat'er : and he told them, that they 
Gould immediately know it by their punifh- 
and more of the fame nature, 

j- 


men 


,r 

(in 


t: 


Jgl!S, 

fen vi nr 


■ay, in way of reproach to 


; j • - . / - * - j' > v/uv ■■ iv/ 

•hem : but they being wholly ignorant of any , 
thing here that concerned them, laughed at ! 
what lie f.dil ; and wondered at the ahuiive I 
h ■'gingc % hi Ji the fervent gave them, when j 


. y -*-0' uwiiu 

lervants deiired there nricrht be a ffsrcb mad'- 
but they laid, the puniihmcut Ihmffl even • 
to him alone who 11,mild be found guiky m 
the theft. So they made the lea mb • 
having fcarched all the reft, they emne i. t . 
of au^ to Benjamin, as knowing is v .ws I),-;,- 
j unins lack in wiiich they bad bidden th, 
cup, they having indeed (lambed the red only 
lor a fhew of accuracy ; lo the rdt were c\k 
of fear for themfclves, and were row cnly 
concerned about Benjamin, but Hill wc-u UL 1 ( 
aflined, that he would alio he found innocent ; 
ami they reproached thole that came after 
tnem, for their hindering them, while they 
might, in the moan while, have gotten a good 
wav of their journey. But as Idem as they 
had feu relied Benjamin’s fack, they found the 
cup, and took -it from him ; and ,all was- 
changed to mourning and lamentation; They 
rent their garments, and wept for the punTn- 
meni which their brother was to undergo for 
his theft ; and for the dcluhon they had put 
on their father, when they promifed they 
would bring Benjamin iafe to him. What 
added to their mifery, was, that this melan- 
choly accident came unfortunately at a tim 
when they thought they hue’l been gotten of, 
clear : But they confclled, that this misfor¬ 
tune of their Brother, as well as the grief of 
their father for him, was owing to thcinfclycji- 
bnce it was they that forced their father to lend 
him with them, when he was averfe to it. ’ 

h. Tn i. 
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give 'lie injuries that arc done to thyielf; and 
nu)it. be efteomed kind to others, befidcs tlioic n 
who, on other accounts, Hand in need of thy jj 
ailillance; fince it is indeed a right thing to do 
well to thole who are in diiirefs for want of 
food, but ilili a mote glorious thing to lave 
thofe who dclervt to be pur*'(hod, when it is on 
account of heinous offences agniuft thyielf; lor 
if It he a thing delcrving commendation to for¬ 
give tuch as have been guilty oi final) otfcnccs, 
that tend lo a porlon's Luis, and this he grade- 
’■v/*.Miy in him that overlooks Inch orlenccs; to 
. 'in a man's pailion, as to crimes which arc 
cipk.il to the guilty, is to he like the moll ex¬ 
cellent nature of God himfelf. And truly, as 
for myfelf, had it not been that we had a 
hither, who had dileovered, on occafion of the 
death of Jol’eph, how milerably he is always 
a(iiioled at the lot's of his Ions, 1 had not made 
any words on account of the laving of oar 
own lives; I mean, any farther than as that 
would he an excellent character for thyl'eif, 
to preferve even thole that would have nobody 
to lament them when they were dead, but we 
would have yielded ourhlves up to fuller what- 
loever thou pica fedil: But now (for we do not 
plead for mercy to ourfelves, though indeed, if 
we die, it will be while we are young, and be¬ 
fore wc have had the enjoyment of life) have 
regard to our father, and take pity of his old 
age, on whofe account it is that we make thefe 
fupplkations to thee. We beg thou wilt give 
us thofe lives, which this wickcdnels of ours 
has rendered obnoxious to thy punifhmcnt ; 
and this for his fake, who is not himfelf wiek- 
id, nor does his being our father make us 
wicked. He is a good man, and not worthy 
to have fueh trials of his patience ; and now, 
we are ablent, is he afOifled with care for us. 
But if he hear our deaths, and what was the 
cauf'e of it, he will on that account die an imma¬ 
ture death ; and the reproachful manner of our 
ruin will haften his end, and will direclly kill 
him ; nay, will bring him to a miferable death, 
while he will make haflc to rid himfelf out of 
the world, and bring himfelf to a Hate of in¬ 
fallibility, before the fad flory of our end come 


abroad into the reft of the world. Confulei 
things in this manner, although our wickednef 
does now provoke thee with a juft delire o, 
pun‘tilling that wiekednefs, and forgive it fm 
our father’s lake ; and let thy commiferatior 
of him weigh more with thee than '<%- -wick¬ 
ed nets. Have regard to the old age of oiu 
I ad 1 or, who, il we periih, will be very ioneb 
while be lives, and will Icon die him ft if s.iio 
Grant this boon to the name of fat hen 1 
thereby thou wilt honour him that begat due 
and wilt grant it to thyfclf alfo, who enjowl 
already that denomination: thou wilt theij, lo 
that denomination, he preferved of God, th; 
father of all, by fhewing a pious regard h 
which, in the cafe of our fgther, thou wilt ap¬ 
pear to honour him who is filled by the fame 
name ; I mean, if thou wilt have this pity 
on our father, upon the coniideration how 
miierable he will be if he be deprived of his 
fons. It is thy part, therefore, to bellow mi 
us what God has given us, when it is in thy 
power to take it away, and fo to refcmble 
him entirely in charity ; for it is good to nib 
that power, which can cither give or takwaway, 
on the merciful fide ; and v r hen it is in tby- 
power to deftroy, to forget that thou ever had ft 
that power ; and to look on thyielf as only al¬ 
lowed power for prelervation ; and that the 
more any one extends this powder, the greater 
reputation does he gain to himlelf. Now by 
forgiving our brother what he lias unhappily 
committed, thou wilt prelerve us all ; for we 
cannot think of living if he be put to death, 
finee we dare not fhew ourfelves alive to our 
father without our brother, but here mull we 
partake of one and the fame cataftrophe of his 
life. And lo far we beg of thee, O governor, 
that if thou condemned our brother to die, 
thou wilt punlfli us together with him, as 
partakers of his crime ; for we fhall not think 
it reafonabie to be referved to kill ourfelves 
for grief of our brother’s death, but fo to die 
rather as equally guilty with him of this 
crime. I will only leave with thee thia~*>ne 
eonfideration, and then will fay no 'more 

VIA. 
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'“V/z. tlr.it pur brother committed his fault 
who a he was young, arid not yet of con¬ 
firmed wildom in his conduct, and that men 
vpatuially forgive inch young perfons. Ar.d 
1 end here, without adding whut more I have 
ro-SrrWv.^uat, In cafe thou condemned us, that 
omiliion 1i1aXJ>e iuppofed to have hurt us, 
and p vinitted thcc to take the ieverer fide. 
But in cafe thou lettdt us free, that this may 
Cubed to thy own goodnefs, of which 
bum ait inwardly confeious, that thoit freed 
us irom condemnation : and that not by bare- 
! v pieleiving 11s, but by granting us Inch a 
ovimr as will make us appear more righteous 
than \vc really are, and by rep refen ting to thy- 
ioil more motives lor our deliverance than we 
are able to produce ourfelves. If, therefore, 

• non lciolved to flay him, I defire thou wilt 
lia-f me in his Head, and fend liim back to 
bis father ; or if thou plcafell to retain him 
witli thee a a Have, 1 am fitter to labour for 

• by advantage in that capacity, and, as thou 
icell, am better prepared for either of * thofe 
inf. rings.” So judas being very willing to 
wnerw - any thing whatever for the deliver¬ 
ance of his brother, call himfelf clown at Jo- 
fepb's feet, and earnellly laboured to affuage 
and pacify his anger. All his brethren alfo 
fell down before him, weeping, and deliver¬ 
ing themfclves up to deftrudlion for the pre- 
fervation of the life of Benjamin.. 

9. But jofeph, as overcome now with his 
afiettions, and no longer able to perfonale an 
angry man, commanded all that were prefent 
to depart, that he might make himfelf known 
to Ins brethren, when they were alone. And 
when the re/1 were gone out, he made himfelf 
known to his brethren; and find, “ I com- 
fmeml you for your virtue, and yom' kindnefs 
to our brother : I„find you betfhr men than 
I could have expetled from what you con¬ 
trived about me. Indeed, 1 did all this to 
try your love to your brother ; fo I believe 
you were not wicked by nature, in what you 
did iruny cafe, but that all has happened ac- 

In all this fprech of Jurlas wc may obferve, that 
Hill fuppofod Uut death was the puaiilunent 


> OF T FI E JEWS. 

cording to Cod's will, who has hereby pro¬ 
cured our enjbymcnt of wha! good things we 
have; and, if he continue in a favourable ilii-- 
polirion, of what we in pc for hereafter. Since 
tlierclore ! know tbit i.ur father is fafe and 
well, beyond expectation ; and 1 fee you lo 
well difpofed to your brother, I will no longer 
remember what guilt you feun to have had a- 
bout me, but will leave off to hate you for 
i that your wiekedneis, and do rather return 
you my thanks, that you Inn s concurred u itb 
the intentions ol Cod to briny tilings to tlicir 
prefent Hate. I would have you alio rather to 
forget the fame, fincc that imprudence of 
yours is come to inch an happy conduhon, 
than to be uneafy and blufh at thofe your of¬ 
fences. Do not therefore let your evil inten¬ 
tions, when you condemned me, and that bit¬ 
ter reinorfe which might follow, be a gtief td 
you now, becaule thofe intentions were frufira¬ 
ted. Co therefore your wav, rejoicing in 
what lias happened by the Divine Providence, 
and inform, your father of it, led he Jhoukl be 
/pent with cares for you, and deprive me of 
the mod agreeable part of my felicity; 1 mean, 
left lie fhould die before he come into my fight, 
and enjoys the good llrngs that vve now have. 
Bring therefore with you our father, and 
your wives, and children, and all your kind¬ 
red and remove your habitations hither ; for 
it is not proper that the perfons deareft to me 
lhouid live remote from me, now my affairs 
are fo profperous, efpedally when they mull: 
endure five more years of famine.” When 
Jofeph had laid this, lie embraced hit, brethren, 
who were in tears and borrow: But the gene¬ 
rous kindnefs of their brother fecrued to leave 
among thorn no room for fear, left they lhouid 
be punifhed on account of what they had con- 
f ultcd and a tied again!! him. A,id they were 
then folding, Now the king, as ioon as he 
heard that fofeph's brethren wen- come to him, 
was-exceed mg glad of it, as ii it had been a 
part of his own good fortune; and r ivc the ;i 

... : S 

of theft in Fgvpt, in die days of Jofeph ; thonyi; a ;,t- 
ver v.as to among the Jev.by the iau oi i.ss,,. 
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v ;» ons lull uf corn, and gold, and fdvcr, to 
o.j vomeyed to 3 iis father. Now when they 
had rcuffvid more of their brother, part to be 
,-, nied to their holier, and part as free'gifts to 
every one of themfelves, Benjamin having ftill 
mote than the red, they departed. 


C H A P. VII. 

Fbc Rt rnovji of Jr.fob's Father, with all his 

Fa mil v, 10 bhr , i.n account of the Famine. 

\ i. A S foon as Jacob came to know, by 
X~\. his fons returning liorae, in what 
Hate jofeph was, that he had not only efcaped 
death, for which yet lie lived all along in 
mourning, but that he lived in fplendor and 
happinefs, and ruled over Egypt jointly with 
the king, and had intruded to his care ai¬ 
med all his affairs; he did not think any thing 
lie was told to be incredible, conlidcring the 
greatnefs of tlie works of God, and Iris kind- 
nefs to him, although that kindnefs had, for 
home late times, been intermitted; lo he imrac- 
diitely and zealoufly fet out upon his journey 
to him. 

2. When lie came to the well of the oath 
[Becihehu] he offered laerilice to God: and 
being afraid that the happinefs there was in 
Egypt might tempt bis pofterity to fall in love 
with it, and fettle in it, and no more think of 
removing into the land of Canaan, and poffef- 
hmg it, as (fed had promifed them ; as alio be¬ 
ing afraid, led if this defeent into Egypt were 
made without the will of God, his family 
"light be deftroyed there ; out of fear withal, 
left he Ihoukl depart this life before he came to 
the light of Jofeph, he fell afleep, revolving 
thefe doubts in his mind. 

y But God flood by him, and called to 
him twice by his name; and when he alked, 
v\.o he was? God flid, “ Nofure, it is not 
put that thou Jacob fliotildft be unacquainted 
vvi h ihat God who’ has been ever a protestor 
i <u a.i I ehgr to thy forefathers, and after 
■ h*n m tLywB5^J'or when thy father would 
r w d> nillfed thee of the dominion, I gave it 
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thee; and by my kindnefs it was, that when 
thou waff lent into Mefopotamia all alone, 
thou obtained!! good wives,and returned!! with, 
many children, and much wealth, Thy vhoh 
family alfo has been preferved by my provi¬ 
dence ; and it was I who condtSCfet 
thv fon, whom thou gavel! i;p> ft , loll, to tin 
enjoyment of great profperitjff 1 alio nudi 
him lord of Egypt, fo that he differs but huh 
from a king. Accordingly I come re p a 
guide to thee in this journey; and b <avi n 
thee, that thoufhaff die m the aims ol’ Jmqff ; 
and I inform thee, that thy pofteiity lluli 1 a 
many ages in authority and glory, and that j 
will fettle them in the land which I have pto- 
mifed them.” 

4* Jacob, encouraged by this dream, writ 
on more cheerfully for Egypt, whli Ids fons, 
and all belonging to them. Now they w t re in 
all feventy." I once indeed tliought it bei! not 
to fet down the names of this family, especially 
becaufe of their difficult pronunciatle.n [by the 
Greeks] ; but, Upon the whole, J think it nc- 
ceffary to mention thole names, that 1 may dis¬ 
prove fueh as believe that we came opgiiTTilIy 
not out of Mefopotamia, but are Egyptians. 
Now Jacob had twelve fons, of thefe jofeph 
was come thither before. We will therefore 
fet down the names of Jacob’s children, and 
grand-children. Reubel had four fons, Anoch, 
Phaliu, Affaron, Charrni Symeon bad fix, Ja- 
muel, Jamin, Avod, Jachin, Soar, MauJ. Levi 
had three fons, Gerfoih, Caath, Merari. Ju¬ 
das had three Ions, Sala, Pharos, Zerah ; and 
by Phares two grand-children, Efrom and A- 
mur. Lfachar had four fons, Thola, Phua, }a- 
fuh, Samaron. Zabulon had with him three 
fons, Sarad, Helon, Jalel. So far is th- gofffri- 
ty of Leah ; with whom went her daughter Di¬ 
nah. Thefe are thirty-three.^ Rachel had two 
fons, the one of which, Jofeph, had two fons 
alfo, Manaffeh and Ephraim. The other, Ben 
jamin, had ten fons, Bolau, Bacchic, Alabel 
Geras, Naaman, Jes, Ros, Memphis, Oppliis 
Ared. Thefe fourteen added to the thirty- 
three before enumerated, aidount to the nuts* 
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^ber forty-fevcs. And this was the legitimate 
poflerity' of Jacob. He had befide, by Bilha, 
Yie hand-maid of Rachel, Dan and Nephthali, 
Gvhich lait had four fons, that followed him, 
Jefel, Guni, Mari, and Scllim, Dan had an 
diygoiten fon, Ufi. If thefe be added to 
thole beforXmentioned, they complete the 
number hfty-four. Gad and Afer were the 
ions of /alpha, who was the hand-maid of 
J,j;jh.. , Hide had with them. Gad feven, Sa- 
piiof-iah, Augis, Sums, Azabon, Aerin, Eroed, 
Ar : cl. Alcr had a daughter Sarah, and fix 
maie-childrcn, whole names were Jomne, Ifus, 
Ifoui, Baris, A bar, and Melchicl. If we add 
tliefe, which are fixteen, to the fifty-four, the 
fore-mentioned number [70] is completed, 
■' Jacob not being himfelf included in that 
number, 

*y When Jofcph umlerftood that his father 
was coming (for Judas his brother was come 
befoie hiny, and informed him of his approach) 
li*e went out to meet him ; and they met to¬ 
gether at Heroopolis. But Jacob almoil faint¬ 
ed away at this unexpe&ed and great joy ; 
how. Joleph revived him, being yet not 
himfelf aide to contain from being affected in 
She fame manner, at the pleafure lie now had ; 
yet was he not wholly overcome with his paf- 
lion, as his father was. After this, he defired 
Jacob to travel on fiowly ; but lie .himfelf took 
live of his brethren with him, and made hafbe 
to the king, to tell him that Jacob and his 
family were come, which was a joyful hear¬ 
ing to him. lie alfo bid Jofeph tell him, what 
fort of life bis brethren loved to lead, that he 
might give them leave to follow the fame. 
Who told him, they were good ilicpherds, and 

" v **’ All the Greek copies of Jofephu^tave the negative 
p particle here, that Jacob himfelf was™ reckoned one of 
the 70 fouls ih.tt c;hihj into Egypt; but the old Latin 
copies v, ant it, and dii ,:r\)y a/Tui c ns lie ivns one of them. 
’To tlu icfojv IiaVdly certain which of thefe'was Jofc- 
p'uis’s trir reading, fince the number 70 is made up 
* without him, if we reckon Leah for one ; but if fbe be 
not reckon' d, Jacob mull himfelf bo one to complete 
’ the mini ' f. 

1 t Jolbp ms thought that the Egyptians hated or de- 
,]•*.piled the employment of a ihepherd in tlie days of Jo- 
’ feph i whereas Bilhop Cumberland has fliewn, that they 
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j had been ufed to follow ho other employment 
but this along, \V hereby he provided for 
them,'that they fhould not be Separated, but 
live in the fame place, and take 'care of 
their father ; as a!f-> hereby he provided, that 
they might be acceptable to the Egyptians, by 
•doing nothing that would be common to them 
with the Egyptians ; for the Egyptians' *are 
J' prohibited to meddle with feeding of lhecp, 

6 . When Jacob was come to the king, and 
fainted him, ami wiihed all profperity to his 
government,Pharaoh a Iked him how old he now 
was; upon whole anfwer, that he was an hun¬ 
dred and thirty years old, he admired Jacob 
on account of the length of his life. And 
when he had added, that ft ill he had not lived 
fo long as his forefathers, he gave him leave 
to live with his children in Heliopolis ; for in 
! that city the king’s Ihepherds had their pallur- 

agc. 

7. However, the famine incrcafed among 
the Egyptians ; and this heavy judgment grew 
move oppreffive to them, hecaufe neither did 
the river overflow the ground, for it did not 
rife to its former height, nor did p God laid 
rain upon it ; nor did they indeed mahe the 
leal! provifion for themfelves, in ignorant were 
they what was to Ik done ; hut Joleph. fold 
them corn for their money. But when their 
money failed them, they bought corn with 
their cattle, and their flaw; ; and if any of 
them had a fmall piece of land, they gave up 
that to purchale them food ; by-which m< 
the king became the owner of all then Lib- 
ftance ; and the) were removed, feme to one 
place, and fome to another, that fo the pofief- 

fion 

ratlitr bated fuoli Phenb-ian or Cantxnttc fhephmh that 
had long enflaved the Egypt!.ms 01 old time. See his 

Sanchoihatho, p. 361, 

j Roland here puts the <|i>eflion, How Jolrphus coa/d 
complain of its not rahiing n Egypt dtrirg rid.', hnCme, 
while the ancients afhnv. 1 t it nevei docs naturally tain 
there ? His anfwer is, Vi when the am i ots deny that 
it Tains in Egypt, they only menu the u; prt feypt above 
the Delta, which i, iailed i.’jp! t.t t IHiGell fettle \ 
but that in Delta [and. by cmVr.quonce in the low cr lv. < pt 
adjoining 10 it] it. did of old, and lldtdoe.s rain fomcWncs. 
Bee the note :>a Autiq. B. 1IL cu. i. $ 6. 

N 
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lion of their country might be (irmly allured j 
to the king; excepting the lands of the-pviefts, j 
lor their country continued dill in their own 
pofTefiion. ; And indeed this fore famine- made 
their minds, as well as their bodies, Claves ; ' 
and at length compelled’them- to procure a fuf- ! 
fydency of food by fuch difhonoi Table means, j 
But; when thin inifery eeafccl, and the river 
overflowed t he ground, and the ground brought 
forth it fruits plentifully* Jofl-ph came to every 
city, and. gathered the people thereto belong¬ 
ing together, and gave theitv back entirely the' 
land, which, by their own content, the king 
might have poflcfted alone, and alone enjoyed 
the fruits.of it. lie alfo exhorted them to look 
on it as every one’s own pofleflion ; and to. 
fall to their hufbandry with cheerfulncfs ; and. 
to pay as a tribute to the king, the * fifth part " 
of the fruits, for the land which the king,' 
■when it was his own, reftored to them. Thcfe 
men rejoiced upon their becoming unexpect¬ 
edly owners of their lands, and diligently ob- 
ferved what was enjoined them. And by this 
means Jofcph procured to himfelf a greater au¬ 
thority among the Egyptians*, and greater love 
to the king from them. Now this law, that 
they fhould pay the fifth part of their fruits.as 
tribute, continued until their later kings. 


CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Death of Jacob and Jofcph. 

¥ 

§ r.JVTOW when Jacob had lived feVenteen- 
X x years in Egypt, lie fell into a dif¬ 
en fe, and died, in the prefence of his ions; but 
not till he made his prayers- for their enjoy¬ 
ing profperity, and till he had foretold to therm 
prophetically, hmv every one of them was to 
dwell in the land of Canaan^ But this hap- 

* Jofcphus fuppofes, that Jofcph now reftored tlie 
Egyptians their lands again, upon the payment of a fifth 
pari as tribute. It Items to me rather that the land was 
now Corfu fret! as I’haiaoli’b land, and this fifth part as 
itt tent, to be paid to liyrs, as he-was their landlord, 
an ! they his tenants ; and thjit the lands were not pro- 
pe; ty rd’Uied, and this fifth part referred as tribute only, 
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pened many years afterward,', He alfo f en¬ 
larged upon the -praifes of Jofcph j how he 
had not remembered' the evil-doings of his « 
brethren to their difadyantage ; nay, on the 
contrary, was kind to them, bcftovflng upon 
them To many benefits, as feldom ire L^nTow- 
ed on mens own benefactors. lie then com- 
.manded his own ions that they fhould admit 
Jofeph’s firms,- Ephraim and Manafleh, intp 
their number, and divide die land of (A.w.u 
uncommon with them ; concerning whom we 
fhall treat hereafter. However, lie made it his 
requefl; that he might be buried at Hebron. 
So he died* when he had lived full an hundred 
and fifty years, three only abated ; having 
not been behind’any of his-anceftors in piety 
toward? God ; and having fitch a recotnpence 
for it, as it was fit thofe fhould have who were 
fo good as- thefe were. But Jofcph, by the 
king’s permiflion, carried his father’s dead bo¬ 
dy to Hebron; and there buried it, at a great 
expence. Now his brethren were at firft un¬ 
willing to return back with him, becaul’e they 
\j£l£ afraid, left, now their father was dead, 
he fhould punifli them for their fee ret prddii.es 
againft him ; fmee he was now gone, for whole 
fake he had been fo gracious to them. But ha 
perfuadedthem to fear no harm, and to enter¬ 
tain no fufpicions of him : So he brought them 
along with him, and gave them great pofllf- 
fions, and,never left off his particular concern 
for them.. 

2. Joseph alfo died, when he had lived an 
hundred and ten years; having been a man of 
j admirable virtue, and conducing all bis affairs 
| by the rtiles of realbn ; and ufed his authority 
with, moderation, which was the caufe of his- 
fo great felicity among the Egyptian^ 
when he-cametjjbni another country, and that 

in 

till tlie days ofSefoftm.. See Efiay ort the Old Tefta- 
ment; append, p. 148, 149.- 

f As to this encomium upon Jofcph, as preparatory to 
Jacob’s adopting Ephraim and Manafieh into his own fa¬ 
mily,, and to be admitted for two tribes, which Jofcphut 
here mentions, all our copies of Genofes omit it, ch. xlviii. 
nor do we know whence he took it, ©c. whether it be mot 
. Ms own embeUifhmetit only.. 
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in fuch ill circumftances alfo, as we have al¬ 
ready deferred. At length Ills brethren, died, 

, | filer they had lived’happily in Egypt, Npw 
4 me pofle: ity and Tons of thefe men, after feme. 
tdne, caf 1 "- 3 .their bodies, quid' juried theym at. 
lEla-rn* •■ i^t as to the bohes of Jofeph, they 
can led them nvtpthe land of Canaan afterward, 
when the Hebrews went’out of Egypt; for fo 
had Jofeph made them promife hint upon oath. 
, V'Vir'" v w.uat became of every one of” thefe men, 
and !>v what toils they got the poffeffion of the 
land of Canaan, ihall be fliewn hereafter, when 
I have full explained upon what account.it 
was that they left Egypt. 

G H A P. IX. 

Concerning the EjJUtdiom that befcl the Hebrews 
in Egypt, during* Four Hundred Years. 

§ i*'\^ 1 OW it happened that the Egyptians 
grew delicate and lazy & to pains¬ 
taking, and gave fhemfelves up to other plea- 
fm*;, and in particular to the love of gain. 
They alio became very ill-affedled* towards the 
Hebrews, as touched with errvy at their prof- 
peri tv ,;; or when they faw how the nation of 

the Ifradites flourifhbd, and were become emi¬ 
nent already in plenty of wealth, which 
they had acquired by their virtue, and na¬ 
tural love of labour, they thought their in- 
creafe was to their own detriment. ■ And hav¬ 
ing in length of time forgotten the benefits 
they had received from Jofeph, particularly the 
crown being now come into anbther family, they 
became very abnfive to the IfiaeJites, and con¬ 


trived many ways of afflitfiing them; for they 
enjoined them to cut a great many channels 
for the riyer, and to build walls for their cities, 
and ramparts, that they might ref rain the ri¬ 
ver, and. hinder, ita waters from fiagnkting, 
.upon ita running over its own banks : They 
let thcnl alfo to f build. pyramids* and by all 
this wore them out; and forced them to learn 
all forts pf .mechanical arts,- and to accufiom 
themfelves to hard labour. ..And four hundred 
years did they fpend under thefe afflictions ; 
for they ftrove one againifc the other, which 
fhould get the maftery ; the Egyptians defiling 
to deflroy the Ifradites by thele labours, and 
the Ilraelites defiring to hold out to the end- 
under them. - 

2 . While the affairs of the Elebrews were 
in this condition, there was this occafion offer¬ 
ed itleli to the Egyptians, which made them 
more felicitous for the extinction of our nation. - 
One of thofe J facred icribes, who are very fa- 
gacious in foretelling future events truly, told 
the king, that about this time there would a 
child be horn to the. Ifradites, who, if he were 
reared, would bring the Egyptian dominion 
low, and Would raife the ifradites : that he 
would excel all men. in viituc, and obtain a 
glory that would be remembered through all 
ages. Which thing was fo feared by the king, 
that, according to this man’s opinion, he com¬ 
manded that they fhould call every male-child, 
which was horn to the Ifradites, into the river,, 
and deflroy it: that befides this, the § Egyp- 
; tiaa 


* As to'the aflliAaon cf .Abrahams pofterity for 400 
year;.',- fee AntiqyB. 1 . ch. x. § 3. And as to what cities 
they built'hi Egypt under Pharaoh Sefoftfis, and.of.Pha- 
ra °iubv 5 r Hrowmng in the Red Sea; fee.Effay on* 
the Old Tell..append. j». I 39 ,w^p 52 . • * 

, . I Of this, building,of the pyramids of -Egypt by the 
flVaelitcs, fee Perizonids Orig. hEgyptiac, ch. xxi. ’Tis 
noi impolTiHle they-might 'build one or more-of the fnr.di 
ones, but the large ones feem ■much later : Only, if they 
* l>a all built of Hone, this docs not fo well agree with 
rte Ifradites labours, which are faid to have been in trick]. 
' 1 not in font, as-Mr Samtys* obferves in. his. Travels, 
hp 127, ,128. 

Dr Bernard informs. us here, that'fftftead of this 
Jbfigle prieft or.prophet of the Egyptians,' without a name 
id Jofephus, the Targum of Jonathan nantfcs the two fu- 

01 


mous antagonifls of Mofes, Jaimes-and Jainbres. Nor 
is if #t all unlikely, that it might be one of thele who fore¬ 
boded fo much mifery to the 1 Egyptians, and fo much 
h.ippinefs- to the Ifradites, from the rearing ot Mofcs. 

§ Jofephus is dear that thefe tnidwives were Egyptians,, 
anjl not Ifradites, .as in cur other-copies ; .which is very 
probable, it not being ealily to be fuupofed, that Pharaoh 
cooltl tmit'the Ifraehte niidwives to execute fo barbarous 1 
ft-cc mm and again ft their wn’nation. Cotifult thcrelore, 
and gorretfb he»cr .our ordinary copies, Exod. -i. 1 c,—2 K 
And indeed, .Jofephus feems to have bad much com¬ 
pleter topics of. tire Pentateuch, Or other ancient re¬ 
cords, now loft, about the birth and adtions of Moles, 
'than-either our Hebrew, Samaritan, or Greek Bibles ai-- 
ford u«; which enabled him to he fo large and p^iticu-- 
lar about him- 
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tian mid wives fhould watch the labours of t lie 
Hebrew women, and obferve what is J)orn ; 
for thofc were the women who were enjoined 
to do the of!ice of midwives to them ; and by 
realon of their relation to the king;, would not 
tranfgrel's his commands. lie enjoined alfo, 
that if any parents fhould difobey him, and 
•venture to fave their * male-children olive, they 
and their families fhould be del!roved. This 
was a fevere afHiddion indeed to thofc drat fuf- 
tered it, not only as they were deprived of their 
ions, and while they were the parents them- 
felves, they were obliged to be fubfervient to 
the deftrudlion of their own children, but as it 
was to be luppofed to tend to the extirpation 
of their cation ; while, upon the deftrudtion 
of their children, and their own gradual diffo- 
lution, the calamity would become very hard, 
and inconfolahle to them. And this was the 
ill llate they were in. But no one can be too 
hard for the purpgfe of God, though lie con¬ 
trive ten thouiand fubtile devices for that end: 
for this child, whom the facred ferine foretold, 
was brought up and concealed from the ob- 
fewers appointed by the king ; and he that 
foretold him, did not midake in the confe- 
qi!cnees of Iiispicicrvation, which were brought 
to pafs after the manner following : 

:. A max, whole name was Am ram, one 
of the nobler fort of the Hebrews, was afraid 
tor bis whole nation, left it fhould fail, by the 
want of young men to bo brought up hereafter, 
and was very uncafy at it, his wife being then 
with child, and be knew not what to do. 
Hereupon he betook himfelf to prayer to God ; 
iu.d iiurcatcd him to have compaftion on thofc 
n.n wiu) b.ad noways ‘tnmfgivifeci the laArs 
of his worihip, and to afford them deliverance 
from the mucrics they at that time endured, 
and to render abortive their enemies hopes of 
the deftruftion of their nation. Accordingly 
God had mercy on him, and was moved by bis 
iuppiicat'uv. He flood by him in his deep, 
and e.’dio ed i bin'not to delpair of bis future 

C , r d.i'. qvnndf.illtOT of Sefoftris, Ramifies the Great, 
who Mow V c Hradiio infants, and of the infeription on 
liw obahik, eoiiuiuing, in my opinion, one of the oldcil 
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favours. He faid farther, That he did not for¬ 
get their piety towards him, and would always 
reward them for it, as lie had formerly granted 
his favour to their forefathers, and made them' 
increase from a few, to fo great a multiihde 
He put him in mind, that when Abraham was 
come alone out of Mesopotamia vfto Canaan, 
he had been made happy, not'only in other 
rcfpedls, but that when his wife was at hrft 
barren, lire was afterward by him cs.T-l * • 
conceive feed, and bare him fons. Thai be left 
to lllimacl, and to his poTfcritv, the country of 
Arabia; as alfo to his fons by Ketura, TrugK- 
dytis ; and to Ilaac, Canaan. That by my #1- 
iiftance, faiu he, he did great exploits in war, 
which, unlefs you be yourft-Ives impious, v • u 
mud. ftill remember. As for Jacob, he became 
well known to ft rangers alfo, by the greatneb. 
of that prolpcrity in which he lived, and left to 
his fons, vvjto came into Egypt with no more 
than feventy fouls, while you are now become 
j above fix hundred theufand. Know, there lore, 
that I fhall provide for you all in common wind 
is for your good, and particularly for thyfelf, 
what fhall make thee famous ; for that child, 
out of dread of whole nativity the Egyptians 
have doomed the Ifraelite children to ddlruc¬ 
tion, fhall he this child of thine, and fhall be 
concealed from thofc who watch to dellroy 
him : And when he is brought up, in a fttr- 
prifmg way, he fhall deliver the Hebrew na¬ 
tion from the diftrefs they are under from the 
E.gyptians. His memory fhall be famous while 
the world lafts : and this, not only among the. 
Hebrews, but foreigners alfo. All which (hall 
be the elTedt of my favour to thee, and to thy 
poflerity. He fhall alfo have fuch a brother, 
that he fhall himfelf obtain my priTCht f -’n] 
his pofterity fhall have it after him to the end 
of tire world. 

4. When the vifton had informed him of 
tlreie things, Amram awaked, and told it to 
Jochebed, who was his wife. And now the 

tea- \ 

records of mankind ; fee F.flay on ftlie Old Teft. append A' 
p. i 3 y, 145, M7,2J7,—220. I* 



fhiAP. IX. 


ANTIQJJITIES OF THE JEWS. 


ss 


Fear increafed upon them, on account of the 
prediction in Amram’s dream ; for they were 
,/upder concern, not only for the child, but on 
Recount of the great happinefs that was to pome 
m king aiio.’ However, the mother's labour 
was fuch a* afforded a confirmation to what 


was foretold by. God ; for it was not known 
to thofe that watched her, by the eafinels of 
f'l-v^pfins, and becaufe the throyvs of her de¬ 
li very did not fall upon her with violence. 
And now they nouriihed the child at home 
privately for three months; but after that time 
Amram, fearing he fhould be "difeovered, and 
by falling under the king’s difpleafure, both he 
and his child fhould perifh, and fo he fliould 
make the promiic of God of none effeft, he 
determined rather to entruft the fafety and 
c.iyc of the child to God, than to depend on his 
own concealment of him, which he looked up¬ 
on as a thing uncertain, and whereby both the 
child, fo privately to he nouriihed, and him- 
fdf, Ihould be in eminent danger ; but he be¬ 
lieved that God would fome way for certain 
proem ' the fafety of the child, in order to fe- 
curc the truth of his own predictions. When 
they had thus determined, they made an ark 
of lndruihes, after the manner of a cradle, and 
of a higneis diffident for an infant to be laid 
in, without being too much ftraitned : They 
then daubed it over with {lime, which would 
naturally keep out the water from entering be¬ 
tween the bulrulhes, and put the infant into it, 
end letting it afloat upon the river, they left, 
its prdervation to God ; fo the river received 
the child, and carried him along. But Miriam, 
the child’s lifter, palled along upon the bank 
pyyr i ;w,,w,ft him, as her mother had bid her, 
to fee whither the ark would be parried ; where 
God demon!!rated, that human wifdom was 
nothing, but that the Supreme Being is able 
to do whatfoever he pleafes : that thofe, who, 
in order to their own fecurity, condemn others 
'Vo deftru&ion, and ufe great endeavours about 
f it, fail of their purpofe ; but that others arc, 

) in a furprifmg manner, preferved, and obtain 
a prolperous condition, almoft from the very 
y mid ft of their calamities; thofe, I mean, whole- 


dangers arife by the appointment of God. 
And, indeed, fuch a providence was exercifed 
in the cafe of this child, as fliewed the power 
of God. 

5. Thermuthts was the king’s daughter. 
She was now diverting herfelf by the banks of 
the river ; and feeing a cradle borne along by 
the current, Ihc lent fome that could iwim, 
•and hid them bring the cradle to her. When 
thofe that were font on this errand came to 
her with the cradle, and fhe faw the little 
child, flie was greatly in love with it on ac¬ 
count of its largenefs and beauty ; for God 
had taken l’uch great cate in the formation 
of Mofes, that he caulifcl him to be thought 
worthy of bringing up, and providing for, "by 
ail thofe that had taken the molt fatal refo- 
lutions, on account of their dread of his na¬ 
tivity, for the deftrudtion of the reft of the 
Hebrew nation. Thtrmuthis hid them bring 
her a woman that might afford her bread to 
the child ; yet would not the chijd admit of 
her breaft, but turned away from it, and did 
the like to many other women. Now Miriam 
was by when this happened, not to appear t>> 
he there on purpofe, but only as Having to fee 
the child-; and fhe laid, u It is in vain tlrA 
thou, O queen, called for there women tor 
the nourifhing of the child, who arc no way 
of kin to it ; but flill, if thou wilt order oj.e 
of the Hebrew women to be brought, perhaps 
it may admit the breaft of one of its own na¬ 
tion.” Now, l'rnce fhe feerned to ipeak well, 
Thermnthis bid her to procure fuch an one, 
and to bring one of thole Hebrew women 
that gave fuck. 80 when flic had fuch au¬ 
thority given her, flic came back, and brought 
the mother, who was known to nobody there. 
And now the child gladly admit led the breaft, 
and leemed to flick clofe to it ; and fo it was, 
that, at the queen’s delire, the nurling of the 
child was entirely intruded to the mother. 

6. Hereupon it was that Thcrnmthis im- 
pofed this name Moujh upon him, from what 
had happened when he was put into the river; 
for the Egyptians call ivatcr by the name of 

O Me, 
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AT, and fuch ;'?• are fuvcd cut of it l>y the 
name of Uftts : So hy putting theie two words 
together, they impoled this name upon him. 
And he was by the confcxTton of all, according 
to God’s prediftion, as well for his greatness ; 
of mind, as for his contempt of difficulties, 
the heft of all the Hebrews ; for Abraham was • 
Ids ancefior, of the feventh generation. For 
Moles was the ion of Amram, who was the 
fon of Caath, whole father Levi was the ion 
of Jacob,- who was the fon of Ifaac, who was i 
the foil of Abraham. Now Mofes’ imclcr- 
ftaniling became fuperior to his age, nay, far 
beyond that fbuidard ; and when he was taught, 
he difeovered greater ^licknefs of appreheniion 
than was ufual at his age ; and his actions at 
that time pvornifed greater, when he fhoukl.j 
come to the age of a man. God did alio give 
him that tali rids, when he was hut three years 
old, as was wonderful. And as for his beauty, ! 
there was nobody fo impolite, ns when they 
few-Moil'd,- they were not greatly furprifed at 
the beauty of lus countenance: Nay, it hap¬ 
pened frequently, that tlvoie that met him, as 
he was carried along the road, were obliged 
to turn again upon iceing the child ; that they 
left what they were about, and flood. itill a 
great while to look on him ; for the beauty of 
the child was fo remarkable and natural to him, 
cm many accounts, that it detained the fpeGa¬ 
tors, and made them Lay longer to look upon 
him. 

y. Tiikrmuth/ 9. therefore perceiving him 
to he fo remarkable a child, adopted him for 
her fon, having no child of her own. And 
when one time ihe had earned Mofes to her 
father, ihe i he wed him to him, and faitl, ihe 
thought to make him her father’s fucceflor, 
if it ilibuld pleafe God ihe fhould have no 
legitimate child of her own ; and faid to him, 

“ 1 have brought up a child who is of a 
* divine form, and of a generous mind ; and 
as I have received him from the bounty of the 
river, in a wonderful manner, I thought pro¬ 
per to adopt him for my ion, and the heir of 

* What JofepbiH here f.iys of the beauty of Mofes, 
that It; vn: of .1 Jimne form, it very like what St Stephen j 


thy kingdom.” And when die had faid this, 
fhe put the infant into her father’s hands : id 
1 he took him and hugged him clofe to his broad 
: and, on his daughter’s account, in a pleaiant' 
j way, put his diadem upon his head,; butTvio- 
les threw it down to the ground, TV. cl Tn a 
puerile mood he wreathed it round, end tread 
upon it with his feet, which feetned to 1 ring 
along with it an ill preiage concerning (he 
kingdom of Egypt. But when the k.r.... 
icribe law this (he was the fame period who 
foretold that his nativity would bring the do¬ 
minion of that kingdom low) he made a vio¬ 
lent attempt to kill him ; and crying out in a 
frightful manner, he laid, “ This, O king ! 
this child is he of whom-God foretold, fh.tr 
if wc kill him wc fhall he in no danger : he 
himfelf affords an atteilation to the prediction 
of the iume thing, Iiy his trampling upon thy 
government, and treading upon thy diadem. 

I 'l ake him therefore out of the wav, and -de- 
1 liver the Egyptians from the fear they are in 
j about him, and deprive the Hebrews of the 
j hope they have of being encouraged by 
j him.” But Thermuthis prevented him, and 
| Hatched the child away. And the king 
j was not liaily to flay him ; God himlclf, 
wiiofe providence proto died Mofes, inclining 
j the king to fparc him.. Ide was therefore cdu- 
■ cated with great care. So the Hebrews dc- 
1: depended on him, and were of good hopes 
|, that great things would be done by him ; but 
! the Egyptians were fufpicious of what would 
i follow fuch liis education. Yet becaufe if 
Mofes had been flain, there was no one, either 
! akin or adopted, that had any oracle of his 
fide, for pretending to the crown of Egypt, 
and likely to be of greater advantage to 
they abitained*from killing him. 

C II A P. X.. 

How Mofes made War with the Ethiopians. 

§ 1 • ]\ /TOSES therefore, when he was horn, 
1VJL and brought up in the foregoing! 

manner. 

V \ 
fays of tbe fame beauty, that. Mofes was beautiful in the 
i fght of Gulf Acts vii. 20.. 
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tanner, and came to the age of maturity, 
Vjiule his virtue manifcft to the Egyptians ; 
*.nd iltewetl, that he was born for tlie bringing 
ti’^m down, and raffing the Israelites. And 
the dec.bum be laid hold of was this : The 
Ethiopians, vho are next neighbours to the 
Egyptians, mao'- an inrodc into their country, 
which they fei/ed upon, and carried off the 
ehedls of the Egyptians, who, in their rage, 

1 •.•.; 1 '*-ugai:iSl them, and revenged the affronts 
they had received from them ; but being over¬ 
come in battle, feme ’of them were flam, and 
the red. ran away in a ihameful manner, and 
by that means laved themfelves; whereupon 
the Ethiopians followed after them in the pur- 
uiit', and thinking-that it would be a mark 
of cowardice if they did not fubdue all Egypt, 
th>y went on to fubdue the reft with greater 
' vehemence ; and when they had tailed the 
iweets of the country, they never left oft’ the 
pK> I edition of the war: And as the ncareft parts 
had not courage enough at firft to fight with 
them, they proceeded as far as Memphis, and 
the feu itfelf, while not one of the cities were 
able to oppofe them.. The Egyptians, under 
this fad oppreffion, betook themfelves to their 
oracles and prophecies; and when God had 
given them this counfel, to make ufe of Moles 
the Hebrew, and take his affiilance, the king 
commanded bis daughter to produce him, that 
he might he the * general of their army.— 
Upon which, when flic had made him fwcar 
lie would do him no harm, fhe delivered him 
to the king, and fuppolcd his affiftancc would 
be of great advantage to them. She withal 
reproached the prieft, who, when they had 
before admonilhed the Egyptians to kill him, 
gw-wdfT'df/famed now to own their want of 
,his help.. 

* This hiltory of’Mofes, as general of the Egyptian:-) 
nguinft tin: Ethiopians, is wholly omitted in our Bildes, 
hut is thus cited by lietwu.% from Jofqihus, and that toon 
f after his ow a age : “ Jof.q.hus fays, th.it when Moles was 
nouvilhed it: the king's palace he was appointed general 
of the .amy againit- the Ethiopians, and conquered them, 
when he mat l ie <1 that king’s daughter, bccaufe, out of 
Err a (Tec lion for loin, die delivered the city up to him.” 
See the Fragment , of Ircrrt.iiS, up. edit. Grub. p. 472. 
i Nor perhaps did St Stephen icier to any thing elle, when ft 1 
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2. So Mofes, at the perfuafion both of TV: - 
mu this, and the king himfeif, cheerfully un¬ 
dertook the buJmefs : And the facrcd feribes <>: 
both nations were glad ; tiiofe of the Egyp¬ 
tians,-that they fhouk! at once overcome their 
enemies by his valour, and that by the fame 
piece of management Mofes would be Ha in ; 
but tit ole of the Hebrews, that they mould dk 
cape from the Egyptians, hecaufe Mofes vn 
to he their general. But Mofes prevented the 
enemies, and took and led his army before thole 
enemies were apprized'of his attacking them ; 
for lie did not march by the river, but by land, 
where he gave a wonderful dcmonllration of 
■his fagacily : for when the ground was difficult 
to be palled over, because of the multitude of 
ferpents, which it produces in vail numbers, 
and indeed is lingular in feme of thole produc¬ 
tions, which other countries do not breed, and 
yet fuch as are worfc than others in power ar.J 
mnehief, and an unufual fiercenefs of light, 
fomc of whj„ch af’cemi out of the ground an- 
feen, and alio ffy in the air, and fa c imp up- 
on men at unawares, and do them a mifihief, 
Mofes invented a wonderful ftratagem to pre~ 
ferve the army fife, and without hurt ; for 
he made bafkets, like unto the arks <d ledge, 
and filled them with ']' ibes, and carried them 
along with them ; which animal is the great eft 
enemy to ferpents imaginable, for they iiy from 
them when they come near them, and as they 
fly they are caught and devoured by them, as, 
if it were done by the harts ; but the ibes are 
tame creatures, and only enemies to the Ter¬ 
pentine kind. But about tbefc ibes 1 fay no 
more at prefent, linee tire Greeks are not them- 
felves unacquainted with this fort of bird. As 
foou therefore as Mofes was come to tire land 

which- 
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\/] licli was the breeder of thcle ferpents, he let 
Hole the ibes, and by their means repelled the 
terpentine kind, and ufcd them for his affiftants 
before the army came upon that ground. 
When lie had therefore proceeded thus on his 
journey, he came upon the Ethiopians before 
they expedled him ; and joining battle "with 
them, he beat them, and deprived them of the 
hopes they had of fucccfs againll the 1 Egyp¬ 
tians, and went on in overthrow mg their cities, 
and indeed made a great daughter of thefe E- 
thiopians. Now when the Egyptian army had 
once tailed of this profperous luccefs, by rhe 
means of Moles, they did not flackcn their 
diligence ; infomuch,.that the Ethiopians were 
in danger of being reduced to 11 avery, and all 
forts of deftrudtion, And at length they re¬ 
tired to Saha, which was a royal city of Ethi¬ 
opia, which Cambyfes afterward named Mcroe , 
after the name of his own filler. The place 
was to be beiieged with very-great difficulty, 
inice it was both encompaffed by the Nile quite 
round, and the other rivers Aliapns and Aiia- 
boras made it a very difficult tiling for fuch as 
attempted to pafs over them ; for the city was 
lituate in a retired place, and was inhabited 
after the manner of an illand, being encom¬ 
paffed with a flrong wall, and having the rivers ! 
to guard them from their enemies, and having j 
great ramparts between the wall and the river, 
iufomuch, that when the waters come with the 
great'.!! violence, it can never he drowned ; 
which ramparts make it next to impoffible, for 
even fuch as are gotten over the rivers, to take 
the city. However, while Moles was uneafy 
at tiie army’s lying idle (for the enemy’s durft I 
not come to a battle) this accident happened : | 
Tharbis was the daughter of the king of the 
Ethiopians; flic happened to fee Mofes, as he 
led the army near to the walls, and fought 
w : th great courage, and admiring the fuhtilty 
of lair, undertakings, and believing him to be 
the o'rnor of the Egyptians fucccfs, when 
they had. before defpaired of recovering their 
liberty, and to he the occafion of the great 
danger the Ethiopians were in, when they had 
before boalled of their great atchicvements, flic i 
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fell deeply in love with him; and up* >> ; jr 
prevalency of that paffion, lent to him tiff 
moll faithful of all her fervants to difeourk, 
with him about their marriage. He thereupo' i 
accepted the offer, on condition die would pro¬ 
cure the delivering up of the city and gave 
her the affuranee of an oath to take her to his 
wife, and that when he had once taken polTef- 
lion of the city he would not break his oath to 
her. No fooner was the agreement m;uiy,„bm 
it took effect immediately; and when Moles 
had cut oft* the Ethiopians, he gave thanks to 
God, and contaminated his marriage, and led 
tire Egyptians back to their own land. 


C Iff A P. XI. 

Hozu Mofes fed out of Egypt unto Mid: am. 

§ i,\T GW the Egyptians, after they had 
X N been preferred by Moles, entertain¬ 
ed an hatred to him, and w r cre very eager in 
compafiing their defigns againll him; as fufpeil- 
ting that he would take occafion, from his 
good fuccefs, to raife a fedition, and bring in¬ 
novations into Egypt ; and told the king, he 
ought to be flaim The king had alfo feme in¬ 
tentions of himfelf to the fame purpofe, and 
this as well out of envy at his glorious expedi¬ 
tion at the head of his army, as out of fear of 
being brought low by him ; and, being in [li¬ 
gated by the facred feribes, he was ready to 
undertake to kill Mofes. But when he had 
learned beforehand what plots there were againll 
him, he went away privately ; and bccaufe the 
public roads wxre watched, be took bis flight 
through the defarts, and where his enemies 
could not i'ufpedt he would'travelT^-d *H>ngh 
he was deftitute of food, he went on, and de- 
fpifed that difficulty courageoi^fiy. And when 
he came to the city Midian, which lay upon 
the Red Sea, and was fo denominated from 
one of Abraham’s fons by Keturah, he fat upon 
a certain well, and relied himfelf there after 
his laborious journey, and the affliction he had 
been in. It was not far from the city ; and, 

the 
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the time of the clay was noon, where he had 
an occaiion offered him, by the cuflora of the 
country, of doing what recommended his vir- 
,;.e, and afforded him an opportunity of bet¬ 
tering his circumltances. 

* 2. For that country having but little water, 
the fliepher<ls tiled to feize on the wells before 
cithers came, led their flocks ihould want wa¬ 
ter ; and leil it Ihould be fpent by others before 
Fey came. There were now come therefore 

j 

to this well feven fillers, that were virgins, the 
daughters of Ragucl a pried, and one thought 
worthy by the people of the country of great 
honour : thefc virgins, who took care of their 
fathc'-’s flocks, which fort of work it was euf- 
tmilary, and very familiar for women to do in 
the country of the Troglodytes, they came firft 
of all, and drew v/ater oat of the well in a 
(jiuntity diffident for their flocks, into troughs, 

< ditch were made for the reception of that wa¬ 
ter. But when the fhepherds came upon the 
maidens, and drove them away, that they 
might have the command of the wateis them- 
felvcs. Moles, thinking it would be a terrible 
reproach upon him if he overlooked the young 
women under unjuft oppreflion, and ihould 
fuller the violence of the men to prevail over 
the right of the maidens, he drove away the 
men, who had a mind to more than their {hare, 
and afforded a proper afliftaiicc to the women ; 
who, when they had received fuch a benefit 
from him, came to their father, and told him, 
liow they nad been affronted by the fhepherds, 
and aflilled by a ftranger, and intreated that he 
would not let this generous a (Ton be done in 
vain, nor go without a reward. Now the fa¬ 
ther took it well from his daughters that they 
Vd n cleiu-ous to reward their benefactor, 
and bid them bring Muffs into his prefence, 
that he might be rewarded as,, he deferred. 
Ami when Molds came, he told him what tef- 
tiinonv his daughters bare to him, that he had 
aftiflcd them ; and that, as he admired him for j 
y-'S virtue, he laid, that Moles had bellowed 
|uch his afllllance on perfons not infenlihie of 
'benefits, but where they were both aide and 
willing to return the kin duels, and even to ex- 
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cecd the meafure of his gencrofity. So he 
made him his fon, and gave him one of his 
daughters in marriage; and appointed him to 
be the guardian and luperintendent over his 
cattle, for of old all the wealth of the Barba¬ 
rians was in thole cattle. 


CHAP. XII. 

Concerning the Burning Bujh , and the Rod of 
M ofes. 

§ x. \T OW Mofcs, when he had obtained 
this favour of Jethro, for that was 
one of the names of Ragucl, flayed there, and 
fed his flock ; but feme time afterward, taking 
his ftation at the mountain called Sinai, he 
drove his flocks thither to feed them. Now 
this is the higheft of all the mountains there- 
abouts, and the belt for pafturage, the herbage 
being there good; and it had not been before 
fed upon, hecaufe of the opinion men had that 
God dwelt there, the fhepherds not daring to 
alcend up to it. And here it was that a won¬ 
derful prodigy happened to Mofcs ; for a fie 
fed upon a thorn-bulb ; yet did the green leaves 
and the flowers continue untouched, and the 
fire did not at all conlume the fruit branches, 
although the flame was great and fierce. Mo¬ 
fcs was affrighted at this flrange light, as it was 
to him ; but he was Hill more nftonilhed when 
the fire uttered a voice, and called to l>im bv 
name, and lpake words to him, by which it 
ftgnihed to him how bold he had been in ven¬ 
turing to come into a place whither no man 
bad ever come before, bccaufc the place was 
divine ; and adviled him to icrpovc a great 
way from the flame, and to he contented with 
what he had icon ; and though he were him- 
left a good man, and the offspring of great 
men, yet that he fhould not pry nnv farther : 
and he foretold to him, that he ihould have, 
glory and honour among men, by the baiting 
of Gad un<a 1 him. lie alio commanded him 
to go away thence v kb coni’ Jemo to, i- y, pt, 
in order to his being the commander and con- 
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vhulcr of die body of the Hebrews, and to his i 
delivering Ills own people from the injuries j 
they buffered there : “ For, laid God, they (hall | 
inhabit this happy land which your forefather 
Abraham inhabited, and fhall have the enjoy¬ 
ment of all forts of good things ; and thou, by 
thy prudence, fhalt guide them to thole good, 
things.” But Hill lie enjoined him, when he 
had brought the Hebrews out of the land of 
-Egypt, to come to that place, and to offer fa- 
crifices of thankfgrving there. Such were the 
divine oracles which were delivered out of the 
lire. 

2. But Moles was afionifhed at what he faw, 
and much more at what he heard ; and he faid, 
“ 1 think it would he an inftance of too great 
madnelSj-O Lord, for ort'e of that regard I bear to 
to thee, to di bruit thy power, iincc I myfelf a- 
dore it, and know it has been made manifeft to 
my progenitors: But I am Hill in doubt how 
3 ,who am a private man, and one of no abilities, ! 
fhould either perfuade my own countrymen to 
leave the country they now inhabit, and to fol¬ 
low me to a land whither 1 lead them ; or if 
they lhouid be perfuaded, how I can force Pha- 
laoli to permit them to depart, fmcc they aug¬ 
ment their own wealth and proiperity by the 
labour; and works they put upon them.” j 

g. Bu r God perfuaded him to be contagious 
on ai: occifions ; and promifed to be with him, 
and to ailifl him in hit; words, when he was t 
to perfnade men, and in his deeds, when lie 
was to perform wonders. Fie bid him alfo to 
take a fignal of the truth of what he laid, by 
thr big his rod upon the ground; which, 
when h - had done, it crept along, and was 
b; :on e a lerpent, and rolled itfelf round in its 
folds, o ul c ■•ecled its head, as ready to revenge 
it ltd on inch as fhould affault it, after which 
it 1 T ime a rod again as it was before. After 

* Tlii; fupfrfHfioi’s fear of tli (hovering the name with 
f,ur Li Ur’, which of l.itc wc have been ufetl falfely to pro¬ 
nounce pVyfyf), but teems to hate been originally pro- d 
nounced '/U o, or yin, is never, f think, heard of till litis 
juifaye oi Jofephus; and this lupcrfl ition, in not. .pro- 1 
nounein;., linn name, has continued among the Rabbinical 
Jews to this day (though whether the Samaritans and 'Ca¬ 
nales obferved it fo car iy docs not appear). Jofqthus alfo 


this God hid Mofes to put fiis right hand int 
his bofom ; he obeyed, and when he took 
out, it was white, and in colour like to chal! 
but afterward it returned to its wonted colot 
again. 3 de alfo, upon God’s command, too 
fome of the water that was near him, ajid pouf 
j'ed it upon the ground, and faw thy colour wa 
| that of blood. Upon the wonder that Moil 
fhewed at thefe figns, God exhorted him to h 
of good courage, and to be affured th.it he v.v! 
he the greatelt -fupport to him ; and bid bin 
make ufe of thole figns in order to obtain, belie 
among all men, that thou are feat by me, aw 
deft ail things according to my commands. 
Accordingly I enjoin thee to make no more de¬ 
lays, but to make hafte to Egypt, and torn d 
night and day, and not to draw out the time, 
and fo make the 11 a very of the Hebrews, and 
their bufferings, to laft the longer. 

4. Moses having now feen and heard the ’• 
wonders, that affured him*of the truth ofthde 
promifes of God, had no room left him to 
difbclieve them, he intreated him to grant him 
that power when he fhould be in Egypt; and 
bcfomrht him to vouchfafe him the knowledge 
of his own name, and ft nee he had heard and 
feen him, that he would alfo tell him his name, 
that when he offered facriiice he might invoke 
him by fuch Ins name in his oblations. Wheie- 
upon God declared to him his holy name, 
which had never been dileovered to men be¬ 
fore ; concerning which it is * not lawful for 
me to fay any more. Now thefe figns accom¬ 
panied Mofes, not then only, but always, 
when he prayed for them : Of all which figns 
he attributed the firmed affent to the fire in the 
buffi; and believing that God would be a gra- 
; cious fupporter to him, he hoped"tu 
• able to deliver his own nation, and bring cala- 
j mitieson the Egyptians. 

durft not- fet down the very words of the ten command¬ 
ments, as we Hull fee hereafter, Antiq. B. III. ch. v. § 4. 
which fupcrftitious filrncc, has yet not been continued c- 
ven by the Rabbins. ’Tic however no doubt, but bn*' 
thefe cautious concc.tlnieir > were taught Jofephus by tl^ 
Phaiifees, a body of men at once wry wicked, and ve«v 
fuperftitious. 
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C II A P. XIII. 

Ifj'iv Mofes and Aaron returned into Egypt to 
Pharaoh. 

§ i, O O Moles, when he underflood that 
^3 l l. lc Pharaoh, in whole reign he fled 
away, was dead, a Iked leave of Ragucl to S' 
«o to Egypt, for the benefit of his own people: 
And lie took with him Zipporah, the daughter 
• a li-guel, whom he had married, and the | 
children lie had by her, Gerfom and Elcazar, 
and made haftc into Tgypt. Now the former 
of tliofe names, Gerfom, in the Hebrew tongue, 
figniiies, that he was in a f range land ; and 
fh-avur, that, by the ajfijlance of the God op' 
Slathers, 'ftFhrr.f cicapcd from the Egyptians, 
wv when they were near the borders, Aaron 
Ids brother, by the command of God, met him, 
it) whom he declared what had befallen him at 
the mountain, and the commands that God 
had given him. But as they were going for¬ 
ward, the chief men among the Hebrews hav- , 
ing learned that they were coming, met them: j 
to whom Moles declared the ligns he had feen; 
and while they could not believe them, he made 1 
them fee them. So they took courage at thefe j 
ihrprifmg and unexpcdled fights, and hoped j 
well of their entire deliverance, as believing now 
that God took care of their prefervation., 

2 . Since then Moles found that the He¬ 
brews would be obedient to whatfoever he fhould 
dire ft, as they promiied to be, and were in love 
with liberty, he came to the king, who had 
end eed but'lately received the government, and ! 
told him how much he had done for the good 
of the Egyptians, when they were defpifed by 
the Ethiopians, and their country laid wafteby 
tlw>v, uiid'now he had been the commander 


commands which he had given him. He alio 
exhorted him not to difbelieve what lie told him, 
nor to oppofe the will of God. 

g. Bur when the king derided Mofes, he 
made him in camel! fee the figns that were done 
at mount Sinai. Yet was the king very angry 
•with him, and called him an ill man, who had 
formerly run away from his Egyptian Slavery, 
and came now hack with deceitful tricks, and 
wonders, and magical arts, to aftenifh him. 
And when he had faid this, he commanded the 
priefls to let him fee the lame wonderful fights, 
as knowing that tire Egyptians were fkiiful in 
this kind of learning, and that he was not the 
only perfon who knew them, and pretended 
them to he divine ; as alio he told him, that when 
| he brought inch wondetful lights before him, 
j he would only be believed by the unlearned. 

| Now when the priells threw down their rods, 
they became 1'crpeuts. But Moles was not 
daunted at it ; and faid, “ O king, 1 do not 
rnylelf deipife the wiidom of the Egyptians, 
but I lay, that what I do is lb much fnpeiior 
to what thele do by magic arts and tricks, as 
divine power exceeds the power of man : But 
I will demonftrate, that wh;u I do is not done 
by craft, or eoimuriciting whit is not really 
true, but that they appear lay the providence 
and power of God.” And when he had faid 
this, he call his rod down upon the g; ootid, 
and commanded it tv) turn it fell into a Icnyn:. 
It obeyed him, and went all tound, and d. - 
vourecl the rods of the Egyptians, which lean¬ 
ed to he dragons, uniil it had conliimvti them 
all : It then returned to its own form, arc] 
Mofes took it into his hand again. 

4. However, the Ling was no more mew¬ 
ed, when this was done, than b.T ie ; and ho¬ 


of their forces, and had laboured for them, as if ing very angry, he laid, “ That lie ihotdd 
they had been bis own people ; and he inform- j gain nothing by this his cunning and Ihrewd- 
, ed him in what danger he had been during that ; nefs again ft the Egyptians.” And be corn- 
expedition, without having any proper returns j mamied him that wm| the chief tafk-inufier 


made him, as he had dderved. Ele al|o in- j’ over the Hebrews, to give them no relaxation 
formed him dillindtly, what things happened j from their labours, E t to compel them to f.i!>- 
fo him at mount Sinai ; and what God faid to j 1 mit to greater oppr. ' ions than before And 
him ; and toe ligns that were done bv God, ! though he allowed them club before for the 
in orde, to allure him of the authority of tliofe |j making 
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iraumg them bricks, he would allow it them 
no longer ; hut he made them to work hard 
at brick-making in the day-time, and to gather 
chaff in the night. Now when their labour 
was thus doubled upon them, they laid the blame 
upon Moles, becaufe their labour and their 
mifery were on his account become more l'c- 
vere to them. But Moles did not let has 
courage link for the Icing’s threatenings ; nor 
did he abate of his zeal on account of the 
Hebrews complaints ; but he fupported him- 
felf, and let his foul refolutely againff them 
both, arid ufed his own utntoft diligence to 
procure liberty to bis coutrymen. So he went 
to the king, and perfuaded him to let the 
Hebrews go to mount Sinai, and there to 
lacrilice to God, becaufe God had enjoined 
them fo to do. He perfuaded him alfo, not 
to counter-work the defigns of God, hut to 
efteem his favour above all things, and to per¬ 
mit them to depart, left, before he be aware, 
lie lay an ohflrudion in the way of the di¬ 
vine* commands, and fo occafion his own fuf- 
fering i'uch punilhments as it was probable 
anv one that counter-worked the divine com¬ 
mands fhould undergo, fmee the fevereft af¬ 
flictions arife from every object to thole that 
provoke the divine wrath a gain it them ; for 
fuch as thcle have, neither the earth, nor the 
air, for their friends ; nor arc the fruits of the 
womb according to nature, but every thing 
is unfriendly and adverle towards them. He 
laid farther, that the Egyptians fhould know 
this by fad experience ; and that bolides, the 
Hebrew people fhould go out of their coun¬ 
try without their confeiit. 

“ ‘ 

C El A P. XIV. 

Concerning the ‘Ten Plagues which came upon 
the Egyptians. 

§ 1 -O^T when the kingdefpifed the words . 

Jj[_jD of Moles, and had 110 regard at all to 
them, grievous plagues feized the Egyptians, 
every one of which I will deferibc, both be¬ 
caufe no fuch plagues did ever happened to 


i any other nation as the Egyptians now felt . 
j and becaufe I would demonftrate that Moles 
did not fail in any one tiling that he foretok 
them, and becaufe it is for the good of man¬ 
kind, that they may learn this caution, not tr 
do any tiling that may difplcafe G.od, left Hf 
be provoked to wrath, and avenge their ini¬ 
quities upon men. The Egyptian river ran 
with bloody-water, at the command of G, 
inlbmuch that it could not he drunk, anti /my 
had no other fpring of water neither ; lor the 
water was not only of the colour of blood, but 
it brought upon thole that ventured to drink 
of it great pains, and hitter torment. Smb 
was the river to the Egyptians; bn' .A. was 
fweet and lit for drinking ttVme Hebrews, ;iV,d 
no way different from what it naturally uled 
to be. As the king theiefore knew not what 
to do in tliefe furpriiing ciremnilanccs, and' 
was in Icar lor the Egyptians, he gave the 
Hebrews leave to go away ; ’ but when the 
plague cealed, he changed his mind again, and 
would not luffer them to go. 

2. But w hen God faw that he was ungrate¬ 
ful, and upon the ceafmg of the calamity would 
not grow wifer, he font another plague upon 
the Egyptians : an innumerable multitude of 
frogs confumed the fruit of the ground ; the 
jiver was alfo full of them, infomucli that thole 
who drew waiter had it fpoiled by the blood of 
thefe animals, as they died in, and were <k- 
ftroyed by the water ; and the country was lull 
of filthy llimc, as they were horn, and as they 
died : they alfo fpoiled their veffels in their 
houfes which they ufed, and were found a- 
mong what they eat, and wdiat they drank, 
and came in great numbers upon their beds. 
There was alfo an ungrateful frndl amPS'kink 
arofe from them, as they were horn, and as 
they died therein. Now when the Egyptians 
were under the oppreftion of,thefe miierics,* 
the king ordered Moles to take the Hebrews 
with him, and begone. ETpon which the whole 
multitude of the frogs vanifhed away ; and 
both the land and the river returned to their 
former natures. But as foon as Pharaoh law 

the 
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the land freed from this plague, he forgot the 
e a life of it, and retained'the Hebrews; and, 

'■ !l as though he had a mind to try the nature 
of more fuch judgments, he would not yet 
liilVer*Moles, and his people, to depart, having 
granted that liberty rather out of fear than put 
of any good confideration. 

3 . Accordingly God punifhed his falfe- 
nek with another plague, added to the former: 
f' hyrre arofe, out of the bodies of the Egyp* 
tians, an innumerable quantity of lice, by 
wliicli, wicked as they were, they miferably 
peri !hcd, as not able to deftroy this fort cf 
vermin, either with walhes or with ointments. 
At which terrible judgment, the king of E- 
gvp/wa.slTi'd'.f : fw upon the fear into which 
he reafontd himfelf, left his people fhould he 
deftroyed, and that the manner of his death 
w.>s aftb reproachful ; fo that he was forced in 
"pert to recover himlelf from his wicked tem- 
> cr fo a founder mind ; for he gave leave for the 
** .-brows thcmfelves to depart. . But when the 
pi igue thereupon ceafed, he thought it proper 
to require, that they fhould leave their children 
and wives behind them, as pledges of their re¬ 
turn ; whereby he provoked God to be more 
vehemently angry at him, as if he thought to 
impofe on his providence, and as if it were 
only Moles, and not God, who punifhed the 
Egyptians for the fake of the Elebrews : for 
he filled that country full of various forts of 
pcRilential creatures, with their various pro¬ 
perties, fuch indeed as had never come into 
the fight of men before ; by whofe means the 
men perifhed themfelves, and the land was def- 
tute of hufbandmen for its cultivation ; but if 
any thing efcaped deftrutftion from them, it 
was killed, bya diftemper which the men un¬ 
derwent alfo. 

4.. But when Pharaoh did not even then ! 
yield to the will of God ; but while he gave ! 
/eave to the hu&ands to take their wives with j 
them, yet infilled that the children fhould be 
jell behind, God prefently refolved to punifh 

* Of this judicial hardening the heart*, and blinding 
the eyes of wicked nfen, or infatuating them, as a juft 
. punifliment for .their other wilful fins, to their own de- 
ftru&ion,—fee the note on Antiq. B. VII. ch. ix. J 6. 


his wiekednefs with feveral forts of calamities, 
and thofc worfe than the foregoing, which yet 
had fo generally afflicted them : for their bodies 
had terrible boils, breaking forth with blains, 
while they were already inwardly eonfumed; 
and a great part of the Egyptians perifhed in 
•this manner. But when the king was not 
brought to reafon by this plague, hail was fent 
down from heaven ; and fuch hail it was as 
the climate of Egypt had never fullered before, 
nor was it like to that which falls in oiher cli¬ 
mates in § winter-time, but larger than that 
which falls in the middle of Ipring to thole that 
dwell in the northern and north-weftern regi¬ 
ons. This hail broke down their boughs lead¬ 
en with fruit. After this a tribe of locufts con- 
fumed the feed which was not hurt by the hail, 
fo that to the Egyptians all the hopes of future 
fruits of the ground were entirely loft. 

5. One would think the fore-mentioned ca¬ 
lamities might have been fulHcienl For one that 
was only fooliih, without wiekednefs, to make 
him wife, and to make him fenhblc what was 
for his advantage. But Pharaoh, led not fo 
much by his folly, as by his wiekednefs, even 
when he law the caule of his miferics, he hill 
contclled with God, and wilfully deferted the 
caufe of virtue : So he hid Moles take the He¬ 
brews away, with their wives and children, but 
to leave their cattle behind, lince their own cat¬ 
tle were deftroyed. But when Mofes laid, that 
what he delircd was unjuft, fmee they were o- 
bliged to offer facriitces to God of thofc cattle : 
and the time being prolonged on this account, 
a thick darkncls, without the leaft light, lpread 
itfelf over the Egyptians, whereby their fight 
being obft rutted, and their breathing hindered 
by the thickncfs of the air, they' died mifera¬ 
bly, and under a terror left they fhould he 
fwallowed up by the dark cloud. BeiiJcs this, 
when the darknels, after three days, and as 
many nights, was diftipated, and when Pha¬ 
raoh did not ftiil repent and let the Hebrews 

( <L s°» 

§ As to this winter or fprinjr hail near Fry ft and Judea, 
fee the like on thunder and lightning there in the note ou 
Antiq. B. VI. ch- v. § 6. 
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go, Moles crime to Mm, and fa id, “ IIow 
long wilt thou be difobedient to the command 
of God ? for lie enjoins thee to let the Hebrews 
go; nor is there any other way of being freed 
from the calamities you arc under, unlefs you 
do fo," But the king was angry at what he 
faid, and threatened to cut off his head if he 
came any more to trouble him about thefe mat¬ 
ters. Hereupon Moles faid, he would not 
fpeak to him any more about them ; for that 
he himfelf, together with the principal men 
among the Egyptians, lhoukl defire the He¬ 
brews to go away. So when Mofcs had faid 
this, he went his way. 

6. But when God had fjgnified, that with 
one more plague he would compel the Egyp¬ 
tians to let the Hebrews go, lie commanded 
Moles to tell the people, that they fhould have 
a facrihce ready, and that they IhouSd prepare 
them (elves on the tenth dav of the month 

J 

Xanthicus, again!! the fourteenth (which month 
is called by the Egyptians Pharr,atlhi, and Ni- 
fiiii hv the Hebrews, bur the Macedonians call 
it Xanth'ieus) and that he fhould carry away 
the Hebrews, with all they had. According¬ 
ly he having got the Hebrews ready for their 
departure, and having forted the people into 
tribes, he kept them together in one place; 
but when the fourteenth day was come, and all 
were ready to depart, they offered the facrihce, 
am! purified their houfes with the blood, tiling 
bunches ofhvfop for that purpofe ; and when 
they had flipped, they burnt the remainder of 
the llelh, as juft ready to depart. Whence it , 
is, that wc do Hill offer this facrihce, in like | 
manner, to this day, and call this feflival Peif- 
cha , which fignifies the feaft of the paffover; 
becaufe on that day God paffed us over , and ! 
fent the plague upon the Egyptians: for the j 
deflrudion of thc-firff born came upon the 

* Tin fa large prefents made to the Ifraclites, of ve/ft Is 
of finer, tmd T.jf'lj of void, and raiment, were, as Jofephus 
truly calls them, gifts, really given them, not lent them, 
as our Eng.'ilh fali'dy renders them. They were /foils re¬ 
quired, not borrowed of them, Gen. xv. 14. Iixod. iii. 22. 
xi. 2. Phil. cv. 37. as the fame verfion falfely renders the 
Hebrew word here ufed, Exod. xii. 35, 36. Cod had 
ordered the Jews to demand thefe as their pay and reward, 


j Egyptians that night, fo that many of th 
Jj I'.gvpthmp, ■which lived near the king’s pnkei 
Ji jicrluaded Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go. Ai 
j cordingly lie called for Moles, and bid thm 
begone, as luppoling, that if once the lie 
I brews were gone out of the count pg bug, pt 
' fhould be freed from its mi (cries. They Bio 
j honoured the Hebrews with 1 gifts ; ft me in 
j order to get them to depart quickly, and < ihers 
| on account of their neighbourhood, a. .!■ 
friendihip they had with them. 

CHAP. XV. 

| llutv the Ilclrews , under theJX^-ljirfiT'Afx ft 

11 ! ‘f‘ ] x r yf- 

jj § I. P O the Hebrews went out of Egvpt. 

O while the Egyptians wept, and 1 - 
pented that they had treated them fo hard¬ 
ly. Now they took their journey by I etn- 
, polis, a place at that time delerted, hut when 
Bahvlon was built afterward, when Gimhylcs 
laid Egypt wafle : But as they went away 11.if 1 i- 
ly, on the third day they came to a place caikd 
Biial"ephon, on the Red Sea ; and when they 
had no food out of the land, hee.mle it was a 
deiart, they cat of loaves, kneaded of lining 
only warmed with a gentle heat; and this food 
they made ufe of for thirty days, for what they 
brought w r ith them out of Egypt would not 
fufhee them any longer time; and this only 
while they difpenfed it to each perion, to ufe 
fo much only as would ferve for neecfhtv, but 
not for fatiety. Whence it is, that, in memo¬ 
ry of the want wc were then in, we keep a 
feaft for eight days, which is called the jerjl 
of unleavened-bread. Now the" entire multi¬ 
tude of thole that went out, including the wo- 

1 m cn 

during their long and bitter flavery in Egypt, as atonc- 
| meats tor the lives of the Egyptians, ami as lhc < omluion 
ot the Jews departure, and of the Egyptian dcliveranciv* 
1 from thefe terrible judgments, wliich, had they not now., 
I ceafed, they had foon been nil dead men, as they (ht niiclves 
: confefs, chap. xii. 33. Nor was there any fenlc in le- 
rowing or lending , when the Ifraclites were finally depart¬ 
ing out of the laud for ever. 
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men and children, was not ettfy to be number- 
cd ■ but tliofe that were of an age fit for war, t 
fix hundred thoufand. , 

^ 2.1 ’Ihii'. v f. f. Egypt in the month Xanthi- 
cln, on the fifteenth day of the lunar month ; 
fun • bun hvd ami thirty rears after our forcla- 
rh ! Am-iinm came into Canaan, hut * two 
l >i '• v ! ami fifteen years only after Jacob re- | 
into Egypt. It was the eightieth year | 

* . *' a age of Mokes, and of that of Aaron 
three more. They a]jo carried out the bones j 
of iofenh "with them, as he had charged his : 
foie; ro do, j 

■g 11 if t the Egyptians foon repented' that | 
ti e p At. teeys •• r n-e gone; and the king alio 
>vr li mightily concerned that this had been pro- • 
cured by the magic arts of Moles ; io they re- j 
ifi'ved to go after them. Accordingly they 
/ .Vo!. their weapons, and other warlike furni¬ 
ture, amd purified after them, in order to bring , 
the n hick, if once they overtook them, becaufe j 
th'cv would now have no pretence to pray to j 
Cod a gain 11 them, huee they had already been 
permuted to go out: And they thought they 
thouid enfidy oven nine them, as they had no 1 
armour, and would he weary with their jour¬ 
ney ; (o they made huilc in their puriuit, and 
alkcd of every one they met, which way they 
were gone ? And indeed that land was difficult 
to he travelled over, not only by armies, but by 
fmglc perlons. Now Mofes led the Hebrews 
this way, that in cafe the Egyptians fhould re~ 

* Why our Maforete copy fo groundlefsly abridges this 
account in Exod. xii. 40. as to aferibe 430 years to the 
foie peregiination of the Israelites in Egypt, when it is 
clear, even by that Maforete chronology cllewhere, as well 
as from tie- exptefs text ilfelf in the Samaritan, Septua- 
gint, and Jofephu that they fojourned in Egypt but half 
ihal-tinie ; and that by confequencc the other half oi their 
peregrination was in the land of Canaan, before they came 
into Egypt, is hard tt^ fay. See Iiflay on the Old Telta- 
nicnt, p. 62, 6 

J i Take the mail* part of Roland's excellent note here, 
Vltich greatly illuftrates Jofeplius, and the’ feriptnre, in 
this hiltory, as follow:,: “[A traveller, lays Reland, 
’phole name mas] Encntan, when h.e returned out of E- 
gypt, told me, that he went the fame way from Egypt to 
mount Sinai, whi< h fuppoled the Ifraelites of old tra¬ 
velled j and that he found fcvcral mountainous trails, that 
Tail down ton it d .the ik'd Sea. lie iheuglit the Ifistetite 
liau-^irotc.ded a:, f„, as gU defart of Etham (Exod. mu. I 


pent, ar.d he defirmts to purfne after fit -m, 
(bee might uudetgo the ]iimifhmeit ri thdr 
v.ickectnefs, :;nd of the breach of tl o < prumhes 
thev had made to them. As alfo fie led them 
this way on account of the I UIEi 1 in0:who 
had quarrelled with them, and hated them of 
old, that by all means they might not know 
of their departure, for their country is near t;> 
that of Egypt ; and thence it was that Moles 
led them not along tire road that tended to the 
land of the Philiftines, but lie was delimits that 
they fhould go through the defart, that fo, a 1 -* 
ter a long journey, and after many aillicUons, 
they might enter upon the land of Canaan. 
Another reafon of this was, that God had com¬ 
manded him to bring the people to mount Fi¬ 
nal, that there they might offer him fscrilices. 
Now when the Egyptians had overtaken the 
Hebrews, they piepared to light than, and 
by their multitude they drove them into a nar¬ 
row place; for the number that purified after 
them was fix hundred chariots, with fifty thoc- 
faml horfemen, and two hundred thoufuid 
footmen, all armed. They alfo lei/ed on the 
palfages by which thev imagined the llcbivvu; 
might fly, {hutting them up j' between ‘macs c f- 
lible precipices, and the fea ; for then' was [on 
each fide] a [ridge of] mountains, that termi¬ 
nated at the lea, which were impafiahle, by nat¬ 
ion oi their rougbneis, and ohllniAed their 
ilight; wherefore they there preffee! upon the 

Ile- 

20.) when they were commanded by God t<S id:ra !■ J- 
(Exod. xiv. 2.) and to pitch their camp between Miyu. 1 
and the fa ; and that when they were not able fo fly, un- 
lefs by fea, they were that in on each fide by Moun¬ 
tains.. tie alfo thought we might evidently L .1: n hen: c, 
Jiow it might be laid, that the Ifraelite,. wen,.,/; r.ri,.im be¬ 
fore they went over the fea, ar.d yet might Iv ! iH to 
come into- Etham after they had palled ovc 1 the ha .dm. 

1 {elides, he gave an account how he n.ah d <>v 1 .1 rber m 
a boat, near the city Sues, which he lays uni!: need, he 
the i leropolis of the ancient 4 liufic th it or. << til.i ,>,4 he 
fituated any where elfe in. that neigi b. a: A t i‘.” 

As to the famous paliaye produced hue .-v l)i llenuui 
out of Herodotus, a., (' e m(>fluuic ; em h '.:n. 1 Hd.u: ay 
of the Ilr.unites coming the hod S. , n.Mfj t’.d d .n, 

iliti'.ep Cumbeihntt ftawn, ermt it b ury , l u> e 
oki Catf&inik' or Eh-nit.iis ihe'dnrd , . d tl u r; . • . g 
out of Eg. pi i :i • (.' ia u or tri i;.'1 1, b Eel,.. iLc 
diys of IvlaTti. S,t leLet.iati u, p. ; - 
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Hebrews with fhlir army, where the [ridges 
of] the mountains were doled with the lea, 
which army they placed at the chops of the 
mountains, that fo they might deprive them of i 
any pajfage into the plain. 

4. When the Hebrews therefore were nei¬ 
ther able to bear up, being thus, as it were, 
befieged, becaufe they wanted provifions, nor 
law any pollible way of efcapiag ; and if they 
Humid have thought of fighting, they had no 
weapons, they expected an univerfal deftruc- 
tion, unlefs they delivered themfelves up vo¬ 
luntarily to the Egyptians. So they laid the 
blame on Mofes, and forgot all the ligns that 
had been wrought by God for tire recovery of 
their freedom ; and this fofar, that their incre¬ 
dulity prompted them to throw hones at the 
prophet, while he encouraged them, and pro- 
mi fed them deliverance ; and they refolved 
that they would deliver thcmlelvcs up to the 
Egyptians, So there was forrow and lamenta¬ 
tion among the women and children, who had 
nothing but deftrultion before their eyes, while 
they were eneompaffed with mountains, the fea, 
and their enemies, and difeerned no way of 
living from them. 

p But Mofes, though the multitude look- 
cd’iicrcely at him, did not, however, give fi¬ 
ver ihe uare G them, but deipifed all dangers, 
oat of liis trull in God, who, as he had afford- 


God will fuccour us, by whofc operation it i; 
that wc are now eneompaffed within this nar¬ 
row place, that he may deliver us out of fuch 
difficulties as are otherwife unfurmountabic, and 
out of which neither you, nor your enemh:-, 
expedl you can be delivered, ami may .u once 
demonftrate his own power, and his providence 
over us. Nor does God ufe to give his help in. 
iinall difficulties to thole whom he favours, hut 
in fuch cafes where no one can fee how,-my 
hope in man can better their condition. De¬ 
pend therefore upon fuch a protestor, as Is aide 
to make fmall things great, and to ffiew that 
this mighty force againft you is nothing imt 
weaknefs, and be not affrighted at the IGp la hn 
army ; nor do yon dcfpair GGreing prelef'.'vd, 
becaufe the fea before, and the mountains G 
hind, afford you no opportunity for flying, for 
even thefe mountains, if God fo pleafe, may hr 
plain ground for y r ou, and the fea become dry 
land.” 


C El A P. XVI. 

Sea was divided aftndcr fr 
when they were purf ted l:\ 


the 

tie 


How the 
Hebrews 

Egyptians, and fo gave them an Opportunity 
cfcfcapir.g from them. 


§1 


w 


HEN Mofes had faid this, he led 
them to the fea, while the Egyp¬ 
tians looked on, for they were within light. 


ed them the levera! Heps already taken for the ; Now thefe were fo diflreffed by the toil oft! 


icir 


recovery of their liberty, which he had fore¬ 
told them, would not now fuffer them to be 
Jubdued bv their enemies, to he either made 
Haves or be (lain by them. And, Handing in 
the mid ft of them, he faid, “ It is not juft for us 
to diftruf! even men, when they have Hither¬ 
to well managed our affairs, as if they would , 
not be the fame men hereafter; but it is no 
better than madnefs, at this time, to tlefpair of 
the providence of God, .by yvhofe power all 
tbofe things have been performed, which he 
pvomifed, when you expelled no fuch things: j 
T mean all that 1 have been concerned in for 
your deliverance, and eicape from f! a very. Nay, j 
whrn we are in the utrnoic diflrcfs, as you fee j 
we now are, wc ought the rather to hope that ) 


purfuit, that they thought proper to put off 
lighting till the next day. But #vhen Mofes 
was come to the fea-lhore, he took his rod, 
and made fupplication to God, and called up¬ 
on him to be their helper and. affiftant ; and 
faid, “ Thou art not ignorant, O Lord, that 
it is beyond human ilrength, affix human con¬ 
trivance, to avoid the difficulties wc are now 
under, but it muft be thy wprk altogether to 
procure deliverance to this army, which has 
left Egypt at thy appointment. 1 Wc dcfpair of 
any other affiftance or contrivance, and have 
recourfe only to that hope we have in thee 
and if there be any method that can proinife us 
an efcape, by thy providence, we look up to 
* thcr 
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thee for it. And let it come quick!y, rind nvrt- i 
ill il thy Aver to us ; and do tlioa mile up ti.A ;• 
noy [e u f 't'i good* courage and hope c-f dehvcN ij 
-.pot, who me deeply lank into a diicoilioiat; 



"i'\- o i, ;n .* *norc>c.)i.r ’buoy purlufd them, 


*h;tc of mind. We are in a hclplels place, bm 
<!:!! e W>p!ace tha': thou poll elicit ; but ft ill , 
o .. *. , is (bine, the mountains that incloie us ; 
• ■; !o tint tiieie mountains will open 


as hoping no hum vson hi eo to them nei¬ 
ther : but the I' '/"/pthHi; vu w mo?- ;ev to tl, y 
lh«.v went into a road mu.; ‘or tin: Hd,.c;p 
and net ioi* otwo'y} that this road was ms 


1 it" thou connnandeft them, and the 
bo, it thou cr.mmam.left it, will become 
m. ). Nay, ve-might ef’eape by a llight 
■ A die air, if thou fhouldcft determine we j 
d iina' tint vaiy of falvation.” j 


. V in M'h , had thusaddreffiedhhnfelf to j 
r J ' the id with his rod, which j 
'•-rh'Wef a! the ftroke, and receiving thole ! 

into it.’eif, left the ground dry, as a road j 
;i :: place <-f idyl it for tire Hebrews. Now \ 
.. .an Pvlofcs fhw this appearance of God, and ! 
di a ‘he fea went out of its own |)!ace, and left 
•> 1; • uid, h event firft tif a.’l into it j and bid the ; 
1 . vyv| to follow him along tint divine road, | 
it . rejoice at the danger their enemies, that j 
b-bowed them, were in; and gave thanks to 
( l od for this fo furpniing a deliverance which 
:■ppeared from him. 

Now while thefe Hebrews made no ft.iy, 
but went on earneftly, as led by God’s prefenee 
v. it’n them, the Kgvptians fuppofed, at frill, 
that they were diliracled, and were going ralb- 
]■/ upon manifeft deftru&ion. But when they 
fiw that they were gone a great way without 
env harm, and that no obftacle or difficulty fell 
in their journey, they made hafte to purfue 
them, hoping that the fea would be calm for 
them ffiio. They put their liorle foremoft, and 
went down bicmfelves irfto the fea. Now the 
“Hebrews while thefe were putting on their ar¬ 
mour, and therein fpending their time, were j 

/ '* Of thefe (brans of wind, thunder, and lightning, i 

at this drowning of Pharaoh's army, almoft wanting in ■ 
our copies of Exodus, but fully extant in that of 1 vivid, 
]‘f. Kwh. to, 17, 18. and in that of Jofcphus her- ; 
fa- Efi'.'y on the Old l ed. append, p. 1 '4, 155. 

j \v hat Ernie have here objected againft this paiTage of j 
the lii.iciir.o met the Red Sea, in /his one night* from the i 
•^-nmnic.fi n ,ip,-, ■: ;z. t<nt this fea .beim here about thiity j 
jv.tics Lr.i.ul, to pi eat an army could not pals over a j u in ! 


for the deliverance of liioie in danger, hut r.< t 
l->r lliofe that were earn eft to make the it U:r 
the others ddlndiicn. As fonn thetefore as e- 
ver the whole Egyptian army was within it, 
the lea flowed to its own jhv, .mh! oaoe down 
with a torrent railed km * for or. of wind, rod 
encmnpalfed the 1 'gyptir.s. Showers of r.bn 
alfo came clown from the Ay, aytd drc:-.-vui 
thunders, and i ; ei:ir.imr, wkh il allies or' $ a. 
I tnmt-er-uoi'.s alio wc-t uir-vo iov n m -in, 
Nor w 0, tiv.o an'-' thing, which u'.,.. to he f t. 
hv God upon mom, as mbi'\;t mis ol Ids v-.#; 
which did v -t happen a! this, time; for - k 
and dismal jai-ffit nunnNl them. A;.! it w, 

1 ‘ Ik 

did ail the',- luce perilii, k> iliai Gym -y.r 
one man left U> bo vneffi nger of teds wht’Vt r 
to the reid. c 1 the Kyypihfto, 

4. Bt‘T the Hebrews veil not ah 1 '- 
tain therb'dves far joy at t!.dr wend - hd d. IN 
verative, ;utd deftruilitm cf the'r emu : ; tt<07 
indeed iujipofmg th.endcivcs In miv 0. i:''-Tc.i, 
when thole that wtnild have farced thru 1 -*-> 
flavery were cicflroyed, and. when t!o hrind 
they had God io cvidomK for their y op. Nor. 
And now thefe Hebrews having <-tr,t;r d tin- 
danger they were in, after this manner; and 
befides that, fecitv; their enemies puniffied in 
Inch a way as is never record-d of any odor 

J J 

men whomfoever, were all the night cmjfotd 
in ftnging of liynms, and in mirth. 1 J. f -o 

;uio 

fliort n time, is n grail nihiakr. Miml. '! lu-vtni'r, an au¬ 
thentic cye-wi:m is, inform.-, us, that this ica, Ic-i ..Unit J.w 
days jouincy, is no where more lion ah-.’.t c.ybr pi itii.f 
miles over-r mis » ,4 1 in one place tm' or iniii"., 
•icconling to I> • ),!(!.'•> map, .v-hicb ;m.i.'c 'ro.n !Ij • 1 clt 
11.tvellers ihcmt -Ivc ;, amt not cnj/vfl ’ibm o.hbra. V,'fy.| 
h„r. h-'.cn fnthi-r ohjv.U* i aghnft this pa(ia;.\; o 1 the hi ■< i- 
iic-, .aid .iiiAvuij-.a .if u.c I’./vptiaiss, leng nuru.uW i .-V.o, 
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ullo eompofed a long unto God, containing his 
ptsiii'cs, and a thankfgiving for his kii|dntih, 
in * hexameter verle. 

5. As. for mylelf, I have delivered every 
part of tliis hi (lory as I found in the facred 
books : Nor let any one wonder at the 
ftrtmgcncfs of the narration, if a way were ciif— 
covered to thofe men of old time, who were 
free from the wickednefs of the modem ages, 
whether.it happened by the will of God, or 

viz. That Mofcs might carry the Ifrru'lites over nt a low 
tiiir, without any miracle, while yet the Egyptians, not 
knowing the title fo well as he, might be drowned upon 
the return of the tide, is a ftrange ftory indeed ! That 
Moles, who never had lived here, ftundd know the quan¬ 
tity and time of the flux and reflux of the Red Sea, better 
than the Egyptians themfelves, in its neighbourhood ; yet 
does Artapanus, an ancient heathen hillorian, inform us, 
th..t this was what the more ignorant Mcnophites, wlio 
lived at a great diftunce, pretended ; though he confefles, 
that tlie more learned Heliopolitdns, who lived much nearer, 
owned the deftruction of t lie Egyptians, and the deliver¬ 
ance of the illaelites, to haia been miraculous. And He 
Cailro, a mathematician, who ftirveyed this fc.t with great 
ex.uhirfs, informs us, tiiat tiiere is no great flux or reflux 
in this part of the Red Sea to give a colour to this hypothe¬ 
irs 5 nay, that the elevation o! the tide there, is little above 
halt (he h-ighi of a man. See inlay on the Old Teltament, 
append, p. P40. So vain and groundlefs are thefe 

and the like ev.tfums and fubtevfugcs of our modern feep- 
t’cs and unbeliever,! and fo cert duly do thorough enqui¬ 
ries mil authentic evidence, thiprove and confute iuch 
tv,.-; . and ftiblcrfugcs upon ad <h canons. 

* Wh.-t that ki xnueter \vrf-. m which Mofcs’ trium¬ 
ph m: ft erg i- linv laid tr> he written, dill 1 nelly means,our i 
pivh-rn t,.gKir.i]ii‘f of tile old Hebrew incite, or nicafure, 
will not h t no deiennin*’. Nor does ft appear to me cer- 
l.im, th it even Jofephus himfclfh.nl a diftii'A notion of it, 
t hough he (peaks of feveral forts of rlt.it metre, or mcalure, 
b oh here and dfe.whete, Antii]. 1 ). IV. ch. viii. § 44. and 
ih V ! i. ch. a ii. f g. 

j Take !u re the original pallhges of the four old au¬ 
thor., tiiat itill teinaiii, as to this t Unfit of Alexander the 
Cheat over the ihimphylian fra, I mean of CaJliftheues, 
•Strabo, Arian, and Appian. As to Calliilhencs, who 
LimteU accompanied Alexander in this expedition, Eu- 
llathius, in his notes upon the third Iliad of Homer (as 
Hr Bernard here informs os) fays, That “ this Callidhe- 
jies wrote, how the Pumphyli.m ica did not only open a 
j ullage for Alexander, hut By riling and elevating its wa¬ 
ters, did pay him homage as it., king.” Strabo’s account 
is this, (Icog. 14 . \JV. p. 666 . “ Now about Ph.dc! is is 

that narrow paflage, by the fea-ftde, through whir;!, Alex¬ 
ander led his army. There is a mountain called Cl,wax , 
winch adjoins to the fra of I’amphylia, leaving a narrow 
p.iliage tin the fnon, which in calm weather is h oe, fo 
sio to bv palianlc by tiaiAlcib ; but when the lea oveiiiows. 


whether it happened of its own accord ; while 
fur the lake of thofe that accompanied Alexan¬ 
der, king of Macedonia, who yet lived, cum. 
pnralively, but a little while ago, the Painphy 
Han lea retired, and afforded them a paffagi 
through itlelf, when they had no other wa; 
to go ; I mean, when it was the will of Go. 
to deftroy the monarchy of the Perlians : An. 
this is confeffed to he true hy all that hcvr 

writ! a 

it is covered to a great degree by the waves. Now tiren 
the afeent by the mountains being round about, and (In ; 
in ft ill weather tliey make ufe of the road along the coal! 
But Alexander fell into the winter feai’on, and permittin 
himfeif chiefly to fortune, he marched o n ImL oyriW in 
retired, and fo it happened that titty were a wlioh- d,j j 
journeying over it, and were under water up to the nave, 
Arian’s account is this, B. I. p. 72, 77. “ When Ah 

arnlcr removed front Bhafdis, he lent fome part ul I 
army over the mountains to Perga, which road the Thra¬ 
cians (hewed him. A dillicult way it was, bet Iron. 
However, tie himfeif conducted thole that were with him 
bv the fea-llioie. 'i bis road is iinpallable at any spin 
time than when the north wind blows ; but if the ioutu 
wind prevail, there is no palling by the (bore. Now at 
this time, after Itrong fouth winds, a north wind blew ; 
and that not without the l)iv;ne Providence (as both 1 e 
and they that were with him fuppofed) and all'onkd him 
an eitfy and quick pnllitge.” Appian, when he co np.uvs 
C-.eiar and Alexander togetlicr (f)e lit 11. Civil. B. If. 
p. 722) fays, “ That they both depended upon their boid- 
neis and fortune, as much as on their Ikill in war. As 
an inllance of which, Alexander journeyed over a coun¬ 
try without water, in the heat of lummer, to the oracle 
of [Jupiter] Hammon, and quickly pa (fed over the bay 
of Pamphylia, when, by Divine J '1 evidence, the fea was 
cut oil’; Tims 'Providence reitraiiiiiig the lea on his ac¬ 
count, as it had feat him rain when he travelled [over 
the defart.”] 

N. B. Since, in the days of Jofephus, as he allures us, 
all the more numerous original hiltori.ms of Alexander 
gave the account he has. here fet down, as to the pro¬ 
vidential going back of the waters of the Pamphylian 
fea, when he was going with his army to delhoy the 
Peru.au monarchy, which the fore-named authors now 
remaining fully confirm ; it is without all juft founda¬ 
tion that Jofephus is here blamed, byTome late writers j. 
for quoting thofe ancient authors upon the prefent oc-" 
Oafum : Nor can the reflexions of Plutarch, or any other 
■author later than Jofephus, be in the lead here alledged 
to contradict him. Jofephus went by all the evidence he' 1 
then had, and that evidence of the moil authentic fort 
alfn : Bo tlrar whatever the moderns may think of tht 
thing infelf, there is hence not the Jealt colour for finding , 
fault with Jofephus ; he would rather have been much ’j 
blame, had lie omitted thel'e quotations. 
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written about the a&ions of Alexander. But 
as to thefc events, let every one determine as 
he o!cales. 

( A On the next day Mofes gathered together 
weapons of the h'.gyptians, which were 
b. ■on;d>f>« the camp of the Hebrews, by the 
cu! iv it of the lea, and the force of the winds 
.ahitting it ; and he conjectured that this alio 
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; happened by Divine Providence, that fo they 
i might.*not he dcllitute of weapons. So when 
lie haul ordered tiie Hebrews to arm themlelves 
with them, he led them to mount Sinai, in or¬ 
der to offer factifice to God, and to render ob¬ 
lations for the falvation of the multitude, as he 
was charged to do before-hand. 


BOOK III. 


Containing the 


Interval of Two Tears. 


.'From the Exodus out of Egypt to the Rejection of that Generation.] 


C II A P. I. 

}{ow Mofes, when hr had brought the People 
out of E'ryft, led them to Mount Sinai , but 
not till they had fujfcrcd much in their Jour- 
?ie v. 

§ i.W'T THEN the Hebrews had obtained 
%/ Inch a wonderful deliverance, the 
country was a great trouble to 
them: for it was entirely a defart, and without 
all faflenance for them ; and alfo had’ exceed¬ 
ing Pttle water, fo that it not only was not at 
all lufficient for the men, but not enough to 
feed any of the cattle, for it was parched up, 
and'had no moillure that might afford nutri¬ 
ment to the vegetables : fo they were forced 
to Travel over this country, as having no other 
mtry but this to travel in. They had in- 
* deed carried water along with them from the 

* Dr Bernard takes notice here, that, this place Mar, 
where the w.itcis wei'c^bittcr, is called bv the Syrians and 
Af.ibijns jU'OtEy and by the Syrians fometimes Jlfomd, 
all derived fiom the [[threw Mar : lie alfo takes notice, 
tjhV ft is tailed the liUer fountain by Pliny hiinfell. 


land over which they had travelled before, as 
their conductor had hidden them ; hut when 
that was fpent, they were obliged to draw wa¬ 
ter out of wells, with pain, by realon of the 
harduels of the foil. Moreover, what water 
they found was bitter, and not lit for drinking, 
and this in fmall quantities alfo. And as they 
thus travelled, they came late in the evening 
to a place called *' Mar ah, which had that 
name from the badnefs of its water, lor Mar 
denotes bitteruef. Tlfther they came afflicted, 
both by the tedioufnefs oi their journey, and 
by their want of food, for it entirely failed 
them at that time. Now here was a well, 
which made them chufe to flay in the place, 
which, although it were not lufficient to falls- 
fy fo gteat an army, did yet afford them Come 
comfort, as found in ilicit dcl’urt places ; lor 

they 

Which writers remain the re to tills ihiy, and aw ihll 
hitter, as Thevcaiot allures us; and 1 Ji.it there arc alto 
abundance of palm-trees. iJce his Travels, part l. ch. i. 

p. iC>6. 
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lilC ' 
til.!* 
t ra ■. 


heard from ibo*’ 
there MM'j tpjV\' 

Fed hut Mr. Y 


.! K-... 


to ’-eart h. 


{n* 


- i', el’ t‘ j 

ter Filter, 


air! not In for inch no tlri/d: 


G it) 
olh 

ai'il not onlv id, 
loir it was intolerable even to the cuttle them- 
ielve ;. 

2 . iVitrt Motes faw how much the people 
were .cull down, end that the occaiion of it 
could not be mntf a dieted ; fo-r the people were 
not in toe nature of a eo* ipiete army of men, 
who might orwole a » ian!y loriitude to the 
ncceility thro dif rJted them. The multitude 
of tSie children, and c the women alio, being 
of too weak capaciti- ; to be pevfuuded by rea¬ 
lm), blunted the coinage of tin.’ men themielves. 
Moles therefore was in great difficulties, and 
made every body’s calamity to he ids own : 
For they ran all of them to him, and begged 
of him ; the women begged lor their infants, 
and the men for Me women, that lie would 
not overlook them, but procure feme way or 
other for their del: cerunee. Fie therefore be¬ 
took himfclf to prayer to Clod, that he would 
change the water from its prefent hadnrfs, and 
make it lit for drinking. And when God had 
granted him that favour, he took'the top of 
a Hick that lay down at his feet, and divided 
it lit the middle, and made the 1 cell on length¬ 
ways. lie then lei it down into the well, and 
rtuaded the Hebrews that God had hearken- 
to his prayers, and had promlfed to rentier 
the water inch as they dehred it to be, in cafe 
the r would be fubfervient to him in what he 
mould injoin them to do ; and this not after 
a rentiis or negligent manner. And when 
they alked, hVhat they were to do in order to 


haw 

the 


the water changed for the better ? he f 
f Orongcil men among them that libs 


iheuc, to craw up water; amt 1 


1 t 
’1 Ct 


that when the greatcH parr was drew t 
remainder would be fit to drink : i:F F 
boured at it till the water was f > .-.A;.', 
purged, as to be lit to think. 

q. And now, reincv mg fr<v.’*a thor/c, 
catnc to F.lim ; which place looked we 1 ! 
dilkmce, for there was a grove of pah ■- 
but when they came new it, it appear-ui 
a bad place, for the palm-trees were no 
tlu-n jeventy ; and they wer-e ill-grown 
creeping trees, by the want of water ; f 


i b> 


V»v • 

1 * 


country about was 



lure fufficient to water them, 

a 

^LUU t.li* . Utl-l'IJ, 


I ’ 
C( 


* Tire additions here to Moles’ account of the fweeten- 
ing the wafers at M.trah,. fectn derived from Come ancient 
profane author, and he fuch an author alfo as looks let’s 
authentic than ate uftully followed by Jofephus. 1’hiio 
has not a fyllafcleof tliele additions, nor any other ancient 
w nter that we now know of. Had Jofephus written tliele 
his Antiquities for the He of Jews, he would hardly have 
given them ihef, very impiobable eircurnllaiux's ; hut \vri~ 
tittg to (Trades, that they might not complain ol his ciuif- 
coli of any accounts of fuch miracles derived from < ienti- 
*<."., in* ili.! imi think proper to conceal wliai h< Lad met 
end there about lid, n ittei : Which procedure is per- 
a.dj »gucable to the eii.uac'.cr and ul.u;e ol jotep’.ius 


r-U Ili eC ” t 

was t:wived M them iv 
the fountain?, which were in number tv.< ! 
they were, rather a lew moil! placet; ti. 
fprings, which not breaking out ride grout* w 
nor running over, could not hdliek > ng w;.?o*' 
the trees. And when they dug into the land, 
they met with no water ; and if they tod* a 
few drops of it into their hands, they Gum! k 
to be ufelefs, on account of its mud. Th • 
trees alfo were too weak to bear fruit, for want 
of being fuIBeiently eherilhed and er.ih, •. ned 
by the water. So they laid the blame on th ir 
conductor, and made heavy complaints agaiidl 
him ; and laid, that this tiieir miferablc date, 
and the experience they had of advevf.ty, were 
owing to him ; for that they had then journey¬ 
ed an entire thirty days, and had /pent all the 
provifions they had brought with them, and 
meeting with no relief, they were in a very 

de~ 

upon manv oeeafions. This note is, I confcf-., harrw.ror- 
; jechtra) : mid fmcC'Jofephus never tells us v hen his ov> u 
1 copy, taken out ol the temple, bad fuch additions, <*. 
when any ancient notes fupplied them; or indeed v !.* u 
they vveui derived from Jcwifii, and* when iioru GenlV^e 
| antivpiitv, \vc can go no farther than hare conjt times irt* 
! fuch calcs ; only the notion of Jews were generally in 
j diffeunt from thofc of Gentiles, that we may !oir.< times 
make no improbable c'onjiufhiK.s to which tort inch ;uk!i- 
; tions belong. See alfo form, what like tliele additions in 
Joic.pbus’s account of Llilha’s makinp fwcct the bitter and 
banen Spring near Jericho, Of tlic War, lb IV; eli, F’,, 

§ 3 - 11 * ” 
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( ^ wntlition. And by fixing tin tr at- 

fjr-.'Mxrtn upon nothing but their preient mistor- 
ttincsv they were hindered from remembering 
n!v>r deliverances they had received from Gob, 
,<d tliofe by the virtue and whilom of Moles 
; fo they were very angry at their conduc¬ 
ts , .ui^’mTC zealous in their attempt to Hone 
Liny, no the diredt occafion of their preient mi¬ 
ll. ric 


4. 15 o t as for Mofes himfelf, while the -mul¬ 
titude were irritated and bitterly let again tl 
hhn, he ihecrluiiy n bed upon God, and upon 
1 h amfjpufnefs of the care he had taken oi 
t • ids- own people: and lie came into the 
i A of them, even while they clamoured a- 
% '• ' ‘ and lud hones in their hands in 

on., v, x u < ]; a t c it I fun. No w he was (> f a na- 
f pee d Jo prepuce, .nil very able to peril: .ale 
the people by his filches ; accordingly he be- ! 

. n in mitigate their anger, and exhorted them | 
us.i to fo ove:-mindful of their prefent adver- 
ftii.-., left they ihould thereby fuffer the henc- 
hi., mat lam formerly been bellowed on them 
te i’ip out of their memories; and he deltred 
them l<\ no means, on account of their prefent 
wread mbs, to raft thole great and wonderful 
favour;; and pills, which they had obtained of j 
God, out of their minds, hut to expeft deli- j 
verance out of thole their prefent troubles, i 
which tiicy could not free themfelves from, | 
and this by the means of that Divine Providence 1 
which watched over them. Seeing it is pro¬ 
bable, that God tries their virtue, and cxcr- 
eii'es their patience by thefe adverfities, that it 
may appear what fortitude they have, and what 
memory they retain of his former wonderful 
works in their favour, and whether they will 
not think of them upon occafion of the miferies I 
they now feel He told them, it appeared they 
were not really good men, cither in patiendfc, 
or-in remembering what had been fuccefsfully 
<Ji one for them, fometimes by contemning God, 
'and his commands, when by thole commands 
they left the land of Egypt; and form times hv 
behaving themfelves ill towards him who was j 
the lervaot of Gpd, and this when he had h 
never deceived them, cither in what he laid, j 
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or had ordered them to do hv God’s commend. 
Iloidio put them in mind oi ail that liad ) ai¬ 
led ; .how the Egyp.im.s were deftroyeJ when 
tiicy duenipted to dmun them, contrary to the 
command of God; and fie? whet manner the 
very fame river was to fee others bloody, and 
not lit for drinking, Ku was to them Iweet, 
and"‘lit for drinking; and how they went a 
new road throw!i the lea, which fled alcim- 
! way from them, by which very means they 
: were themfelves preferred, but faw their enc- 
! niic; dellroyed ; and that when they were’ i i 
want of weapons. Clod gave them plenty of 
them: and fo he recounted all the particular 
inilances, how when they were, in appear¬ 
ance, juft going to he deftroved, God had lived 
them in a furpiifmg mar tier : that he had jlii! 
the fame power; and that they ought net even 
now to defpair of his providence over them : 
and accordingly he exhorted them to continue 
quiet, and to conluier that help will not come 
too late, though it come not immediately, if 
it he preient with them before they fuffer any 
great misfortune: that thee ought to re Too 
thus, that God delays to aifil them, not be- 
caufe he has no regard to them, hut beeaufe 
lie will firft try their fortitude, and the plc.d'urc 
they take in their freedom, that he may learn, 
whether you have fouls great enough in U.ir 
want of food, and feared v of water, on its ac¬ 
count ; or whether you rather love to he fhives, 
as cattle arc flavcs to fuch as own them, and 
feed them liberally, hut only in order to make 
them more useful in their iervice. That as fur 
himfelf, he fhall not he fo much concerned for 
his own prefervation ; for if he die tin jit Illy, 
he fhall not reckon it any afBftftion, hut that 
lie is concerned for them, left, by calling; hones 
at him, they Ihould he thought to condemn 
God himfelf. 

5. By this means Mofes pacified the people, 
and reftrained them from ftonirg him, and 
brought them to repent of what they were go¬ 
ing to do. And bccaule be thought the neccf- 
fity they were under made their pa (lion lefs 
unjuftifiablc, he thought he ought to- mpply 
h him- 
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himfclf fo God by prayer and fupplicntion ; ,j Ids hands, fuppofed this was alfo come i< 
mm! ijoinr tip to an cam,mure, he renueOed old lno| from God to them ; he tufted it, and pe: 


Chid for lumr luceour lor the people, and kune ! 
way of deliverance front the want thep wore 
in, becaufe in him, ami in Mm alone, was them j 
hope of f:ti ration : And he deli red that lie ! 
would forgive what ne'er (Thy I tad forced the 
people to do, iinee fucii was the nature of 
mankind, hard to plcufe, and very complain¬ 
ing under adverfitics. Accordingly God pro- 
mi fed he would tube care of them, and afford 
them the fuccour they were del irons of. Now 
when Moles had heard this from God, he came 
down to the multitude: But as loon as they 
law him joyful at the promiles lie had received 
ft out God, they changed their lad countenances 
into gkulnelsi* So he placed lumtcii in the 
mid.il of them, and told them, he came fo 
briny, them horn God a deliverance out of their 
piefcnt diftrcfles. Accordingly a little after 
came a call mfmher of quails, which is a bird 
more plentiful in this Arabian Guiph than any 
where die, flying over the tea, and hovered, j 
over them, till wearied with their laborious j 
flight, and indeed, as ufual, flying very near 
to the earth, they fell down upon the Hebrews, 
who caught, them, and finished their hunger j 
with them, and fuppofed tli <1 c this was the me¬ 
thod whereby God meant to fupply them with | 
food. Upon which Mole:; returned thanks to 
God for affording them ins alb Ha nee foiudden- 
]y, and Ibom'v than he hid promiled them. 

(>. liur jm femly after this iirft fupply of 
food, he lent them a frcond : For us Moles 
wag lifting up hi:: hands in prayer, a dew fell 
clown ; and Moles, when he found it Hick to 

*■ Tt {cams lo me, fmni what Wofes, T'.xod. xvi. ;8. 
St Paul, ?. Cor. viii. 15. and Joieplius, here fays, com- 
pAvd toyetinr, that the quantity of manna that fell daily, 
; !!U i did not nutrify, was j\M fo much a.; came to an homer 
apiiu,, through the wh.-le holt of Ifraeg. and no more. 

f This fuppof-il, th.it the Avert honey dew or manna, 
fo celebrated ‘in atueent and modern authors, a« I ailing 
ufually in An-biu, v.<s of the very fame lbrt with this 
rr.anm fcj;t to the Tfraclites, favours more of GcntiiHm 
than of ludaifm. or Chrilh-uiity. Tis not improbable that 
Avne ancient Ge-uile author, read by Joiephin, h> thought; 
nor would ht litre coiuradi-U him, though jult bch-v, and 
A nt’up 15. IV. Jr .a. ill. Che Actus diteiHy to allow that 


! c:ivh:g that the people knew tint what it wn; 

I arc: ^ In eight it fnowed, and that 1 it was wk«, 

| liGsily fell at that time of the year, ha inh nr 
cJ them, that this-dew did not fall from h.-v-.. 
j after the manner they imagined, bur 1 ante ft' 
j their prelervation and fuftcnance. Bo be uilct 
| it, and gave them lorne of it, that they lnhjt 
j he fitisllcJ[about what he had told them, i !&•♦, 

| a lib imitated their coudu&or, and were phMec 
with the food, for it was like honey in >wcet- 
nef;, and plea hint tallo, but like in its body to 
bdellium, one of the fweet fpiets, but in [bo¬ 
nds equal to coriander Iced. And very earned 
they were in gathering it: But tha a r- ii*-* ..en¬ 
joined to gsthev * it equally, the uiviJur: ot 
an homer for each one every day*, bccu.nl.' ihss 
food hr01:Id not come in t*o fmall a cpiar.tity, 
left the weaker might not be able to get their 
Ilia re, by realbn of the overbearing of the lining 
in colicfling it. However, thefe ft rung men. 
when they had gathered more than the me,dine 
appointed for them, they had no more than ci¬ 
thers, but only tried themleivcs more in gather¬ 
ing it, for they found no more than an homer 
apiece ; and the advantage they got by what 
was fuperlluous was none at all, it corrupting, 
both by the worms breeding in it, and by its 
bitternd*. So divine and wonderful a food t bis 
was ! It alfo fupplied the want of other forts 
of food to thole that fed on it. And c ven y now- 
in all that place this manna comes down in rain, 
according to what Moles then obtained of God, 
to fend it the people for their fuftcnance. Now 

the 

if had not been l'ec-n before. However, this food from 
heaven is here del'cribed to be like ft: to; and in /Vrtap.i- 
njj^, an heathen writer, it is compared to meal like to'lCu- 
metil, at relour like to f/iotv, rained dcivii by C oil. I’.llay on 
the Old Tell, append, p. 239. But® as to the derivation of 
the word n.v mui, whether irorn man, which Joiephux h'g» 
then fgnifinl, what is it? or from maruih , to divide t u c:. 
a dividend or p rt'wn allotted to every one, it is uncertain :• 
l incline t<* the latter derivation. This manna is called 
aiii'pi pod, 'Pial. Ixxviii. 26. and by our Saviour, Job. vi. 
31. fc?V. as well ashy Joiephus her.:, and ellewhcrc, An- 
f-’tj. B. III. clwp.- v. § 3. laid to lie fent the Jcnu jrtm 
heaven. 
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the Hebrews call tins food mo min ; for the par- | 
tide nun, in our language, is the afking of a 
"queftion, iVhat is this ? So the Hebrews were 
vo-; - .joyful at what w.n font them from hra- 
tliry made uie of this food for for- ;• 
i y yw to, ci" as long as they were in the wil- 
dernejv, i 

7. As form as they were removed thence, 

* came to Reohidim, being diftrefted to tlie 
left fi- gree bv tliirfl ; and while in the fore- | 
;. T <1ds.ys they had, light on a few final 1 i 
loin Uims, hut now Sound the earth entirely 

f ho I.;, me of water, they were in an evil cafe. 
They ; min tuv.v, ! their anger again ft Modes; 
b'I ’■ ' !voided the fury of the muiti- 

+ nA\ ,.m. ' titen 1 took himielf to prayer to 
Gwi, heieeching ifmi, tit at as he had given 1 
dmm food, when tfccy were in the great eft 

• r of a, 10 he would give them drink; fmee 

ihe * :• our o!. giving them food was of no va- 
; ■ i'- them w'tdie they had nothing to drink. 

Ami Hod did not long delay to give it them; 
Out promiied Motes that he would procure 
them a fountain, and plenty of water, from a 
place they did not expebl any : So lie com¬ 
manded, him to fmirc the rock which they ji 
law lying there, with his rod, and out of it to j| 
receive plenty of what they wanted ; for lie j 
had taken care that drink fitould come to them jj 
without any labour or pains-taking. When j 
Moles had received this command from God, i 
he came to the people, who waited for him, i 
and looked upon him ; for they law already 
that he was coming apace from his eminence. 
As foon as ho was come, lie told them that j 
God would deliver them from their prefent j 
dill refs, and had granted them an unexpected j 
favour; and informed them, that a river fhould 
run for their fakes out*of the rock. But they ! 
wYfe amazed at that hearing, fuppoiing they 
yere of needIV,y to cut the rock in pieces, 
'now they were diflrefled by their tliirfl, and j 
by their journey: while Moles only Uniting 1 


* Yin ’oct: i 


grey ", ana m Vi 
JYtofA, as b '1::,: 


r 


plct'Hj r,n rl 
-j don- he 


:: there, at this day, as the travellers n- 
be th .A'amc that was there i:i the days o c 
; ti„., lan e to be brought thither by our 

c. > 

that the fraall book of the principal laws 


I 


the took with his rod, opened a pafinge, and 
out <n it hurft out water, and that in grew 
a!>’.' if.-nce, and very dear. But they \vc:\; 
aid' .ihed at this womVrfii! ftfledt ; and as it 
were, ijnim Led their tliirfl hy the vciv light 
pi in So thev drank thi:; , 4 *. Hunt, this iweet 
vv.ucr ; and inch it Icon ad to he, as might: 
well he ex peeled where God was the donor* 
Thev were alio in .umur.ni -n how Moles was 
honoured hy God ; and they made grateful re¬ 
turns of iacrihccs to God for his providence 
towards them. Now that feripture, which is 
j laid up in the temple, informs us, how God 
foretold to Moles, that water fhould in this 
manner he derived out of the rock. 


C II A 1\ II. 

/Ayn the ylmalelites mi : 1 the. neighbouring Nu~ 
iraus made IV, ir ‘iviib the Hebrews, and veers 
beaten, and left a great Part of tLnir jinny . 

§ 1/ | HiF name of the Hebrews began al- 
JL ready to ha every where renowned, 
and rumours about them tan .-.broad. 'J 'tie 
made the inhabitants of thole, commies to he 
in no fundi fear. Accordingly they lent am- 
haflddors to one another, and exhorted one 
another- to defend them Gives, and to endea¬ 
vour to deftroy theft: men. 'I hoie that induced 
the reil to do fo, were Inch at inhabited Go- 
bolitis and Petra. Tliey were called v!male- 
kites, and were the mod warlike oi the nations 
that lived thereabout ; and whole kings ex¬ 
horted one another, and their neighbours, to 
go to this War ag.dnft the Hebrews ; telling 
them, that an army of flrangcrs, and Inch an 
one as had run away from 11a very under the 
Egyptians, lay in wait to ruin them; v.wah 
army they were not, in common p v udence, 
and regard to their own fafety, to oveiio ;i: ; 

O , "iit 

hut to crufh them beiore they gatuer ureng:i>, 

; ft 1 

of Mofcs is over faid to h: laid up in ih<- Wy !>•■/, itfvlf, 
but ihc lYntatcnch, as here, . 1 -.l, n 

die liiiiits of the um/te and its courts oelv. 0 e Autnp ■ 
U. V. (.h.brf rj. 
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and come to ho in prosperity; and perhaps at- 
3 aek them iml in an bolife manner,• as pre¬ 
suming upon our indolence in not attacking 
them before; ahd that we ought to avenge 
•ourioi-.r-; pi them for what the/ have done in 
the wUdvnef:, but that this cannot he io well 
(Lane when they hot: unco laid their hands on 
on r cith -i, and our poods : that thole who en¬ 
deavour to ctulh a power i.t its fall rife, are 
iv!hr th;ui thole (hat endeavour to put a Hop 
to its progress, when it is become formidable ; 
for thole jail ft-em to be angry only at the 
ilo.irhhing of others, but the former do not 
leave any room tor their enemies to become | 
trouhleiomc to them. After they had fent fuch | 
embailages to the neighbouring nations, and ; 
among one another, they refolved to attack j 
the Hebrews in battle. 

2. TiiLSii proceedings of the people of thofc 
countries occalioned perplexity and trouble to 
Moles, wlio ex. peel sd no inch warlike pre¬ 
parations. And when thefe nations were ready 
l.o tight, ant! the multitude of tbe Hebrews 
were obliged to try the fortune of war, they 
were in a mightv di(order, and in want of all 
Meeeflaries, and vet were to make war with 
men who were thoroughly well prepared for 
it. Then therefore it was that Motes began to 
encourage them, and to exhort them to have a 
good heart, and rely on Cod’s affdlance, by 
wki-h they bad been advanced into a Hate of 
freed )!'.) ; and to hope for victory over thofc 
who were ready to kght with them, in order 
to deprive them of that n!effing. Thai they 
we: c to iuppofe their own array to be numer¬ 
ous, wanting nothing, neither weapons, nor 
money, nor proviJions, nor fuch other conve¬ 
niences as when men are in pofteflion of they 
fight undauntedly ; and that they are to judge 
thcmfelves to have all thefe advantages in the 
divine alTiftancc. They are alfo to fuppofe the 
enemy’s army to be final), unarmed, weak, 
and fuch as want thofc conveniences which 
they know mull be wanted when it is God’s 
will that they Tall he beaten. And how va¬ 
luable God’s abidance is,-they had experienced j 
in abundance of trials, and thofe fuch as were 


| move terrible t ban war ; for that is only ag.iii 
J men, but ihcle were againft famine and thir 
| things indeed that were in their mvn*natu. 
j inluperable ; as alio againft mountains, ana th 
i fea which afforded them no way for el'rmi- : 

yet had all thefe difficulties been c.or...uered ! 

| Cod’s gracious kindnefs to them. So he e 
! hoctal them to be courageous at this dm 
and lo look upon their entire prolperify <’ 
pend u])on the prelent conqucll of th. : v.... 
mies. 

3. And with thefe words did M< A :• r 
courage the multitude, who then called tog. h 
the princes of their tribes, and their iff. Io.k 
both leparately and jointlv. The voting tv. 
he charged to obey their elder!', ttfh 1 , y v,.g. 
to hearken to their leader. So the peog~ we 
elevated in their minds, and rank to !r • >1 . 
fortune in batfe, and hoped to be tfexM at 
length delivered from ah 'their inkerki : !V : y, 



leaf! delay, that no backwardness might he an 
hinderancc to their prelent rdolufmn. So Mo¬ 
les l’orted all that were fit lor war into dim* cut 
troops; and let Jolliua, the fort of Nun., ol the 
tribe of Ephraim, over them ; one that v.y 
of great courage, and patient to undergo la¬ 
bours ; of great abilities to underhand, and to 
{peak what was proper; and very lclions in 
the worlhip of God ; and indeed made like 
another Moles, a teacher of piety towards Cod. 
He alfo appointed a Jinall part)' of the armed 
men to be near the water; and to take care 
of the children, and the women, and of the 
entire camp. So that whole night they pre¬ 
pared thcmfelves for the battle : they took their 
weapons, if any of them had fuch as were well 
made, and attended-to their commanders', ::s 
ready to rufti forth to tbe^battle, as foog as 
Moles lliould give the word of comma 
Moles alfo kept awake, teaching joftiua after,, 
what manner he fhoukl order liis camp. But 
when the day began, Mofes called for Jolliua 
again, and-exhorted him to approve himfclf in 
deeds luch an one as his reputation made men 

expert 
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- cxpeft from him ; and to pain glory by the 
prel'ent expedition^ in the opinion of thole un¬ 
de'.; him, for his exploits in this battle. He 
lEfogave a particular exhortation to the prin- ! 
,<oal men of the Hebrews, and encouraged llje ; 
\vlude s ‘..-tny, as it flood armed before him. A 
And when he had thus animated the army, a 
hi ill by his words, and works, and prepared j 
i / thing, he retired to a mountain, and | 
». '.limited the army to God and to Jolhua. j 
.}. So the armies mined battle ; and it came 1 
to a clofc fight, hand to hand, both fides {hew¬ 
ing great alacrity, and encouraging one an- i 
other. And indeed while Moles * flrctched ; 

. hi,. hands towards heaven, the Hebrews i 
were mb hard for the Amalckitcs : But Mofes i 
not being able to fuflain his hands thus {{retch¬ 
ed out (for as often as he let down 1 .Is hands, 
fo often were his own people worded) he had 
liis brother Aaron, and Hur, their fiflcr Miri¬ 
am’s hufband, to hand on each fide of him, 
and take hold of his hands, and not permit 
his wearinefs to prevent it, but to affifl him 
in the extenfion of his hands. When this was 
done, the Hebrews conquered the Amalckitcs 
by main force; and indeed they had all perifh- 
cd, imlels the approach of the night had obliged 
the Hebrews to clefifE from killing any more. ! 
So our forefathers obtained a mod fjgnal and ! 
mod feufonablc victory; for they not only o- ! 
vereame thofe that fought againd them, but j 
terrified alfo the neighbouring nations, and got 
great and fplcndid advantages, which they ob¬ 
tained of their enemies by their hard pains in 
this battle ; for when they had taken the ene¬ 
mies camp, they got ready booty for the pub- ! 
lie, and for their own private families, where¬ 
as till then they had not any fort of plenty, of j 
even ncc.eilkry food. The fore-mentioned bat- j! 


J* This emrnerf circumfiance, that while Mofes* hands ! 
.//ei e I'ft "P towards hc.nen the lfraelitei prevailed, ami 
while they were let down towards the earth, tire Amalckitcs 
prevail.'d, teems to me the carliell intimation we have of 1 
the prope ■ polhire, u ted of old, in folcum prayer, which I 
Y a:, i he 11. ei. hi eg oui) the hands [and eyes] towards heaven, 
■as other paihiys of the Oid an,d New Tdlamcnt iafonn 
us. [v,.\, by ilie way, this pollute frenis to han conti- 
in the Chrilliai) church, till tire deray, inftcad of , 


deg when they had .once got it, was alio the 
creation of their pridpcrhy, not only for the 
pivh ut, hut for the future egos alfo : for thev 
net only made Haves oi theTodiesof their ene¬ 
mies, lmt tumbled their minds alfo, and, after 
this battle, 1 CM 311C tenibldi to ail that dwelt 
teutid about them. Mon. nu - they acquited a 
v.dl quantity of riches ; foi a great deal of Silver 
and gold was left m .rite enemies earu'p ; as alfo 
b-iM/cn vJteis, v. Iiiclt thev made common life 
of in their families; many u’.cr.bk aho that 
were embroidered, there were of both forts, 
that is, of what were weaved ; and v lut were 
the ornaments of their armour, and ot'nev things 
that forced for life in the family, and for the 
furniture of their rooms : they got alfo the prey 
of their cattle, and of whatsoever u!;s to follow 
camps, when they remove from one price to 
another. So the Hebrews now valued them- 
felves upon their courage, and chained great 
merit for their valour; and they pcrpciuaily 
enured themielve: to take paws, by which they 
deemed every difficulty might lie iurmouuted. 
Such were the eonlequenas H’ this bruile, 

C. On the mat day Mohs i’n'n.d i:te dead 
bodies of their enemies, and g. ri „o .1 together 
the armour of thofe that were fed; . m! j;ivc 
rewards to fit eh as had fign.fi/eil tneinfeh cs in 
the aflion ; and highly comma Grid |ofluta, 
their general, who v;u aUc'lcd to by all the 
army, on account of the great aiToy . ho had 
done. Nor was any one of the He!::tvu ibfm , 
but the flam of the enemies army won too many 
to he enumerated. So Moms offeree lacrifico 
of thankfgiving to God, and built an altar, 
which he named, the Lord ibr Gkriq/ur; >\ He 
alfo foretold, that the Anudekitcs (hon'd utter¬ 
ly be deftroyed; and that, hereafter none of 

T them 

learning their pra vers hy heart, read them out of a hoot, 
which is, in great uuuUne, inronhlu*^ with fur 1 . :.:i :la- 
vuted poilurs, and v h ■ li h. ! iis to mi t” h'>* ."Ivon * ah’ ,* 
later pi ,ii f ! ice inUoilu:'■(! an hr the «.» mint li '< "I ihc 
c! lurch, thi'indi the ronil.mt i'ti of dun • '• ’ n>. nt ;■ -iy. «, 
praife, and tl:.«rk!i'nn}:, appr v. to n. ... 1 < • • t lv 

pr.K tice of (!cd\ people, Irilii.ach.., Jins, .ajd Cliri{t..ui», 
in all the p ift .gy s. 
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them fVmld remain, Invade they fought a- 
j'.:ip.il the I lebrc as, and tins y!nn thcv were : 
ip. 11 u• v. ilderueis, arid "m their dnlntR aho. ' 
Mn-icover, 1 1 c .-rlrcilial the arniv with, j catling. - 
And lima d.d they h;. ht (his iirJl battle Avh.lt 
thole di.it vculnivd to oppose them, niter they 
wuegone c.ul of Egypt. Hut, when Mole*;, had • 
Celeb;.ilci! this kftiva! ior the victory, l;c per¬ 
mitted the i Icbrevvj. to rdl I or a few d tvs, ana 
then he brought them out alter the he,hi, or¬ 

der of i-attic | Ih-r they had now many foldicrs 
it; iigbt armour. And going giacluiily on, lie 
came to mount Sinai, in three months tune; 
alter they were icmoved out 01 hgypt ; at 
which mountain, as we have before related, 
the vtilon of the bt.lh, and the e-th.ex.wonderful j 
appearances, had happened, j 


C II A P. III. 

STv.’/ Mrfcs Idudh • ui'dvrd bis luitbcr-in-hno 
"f :tbro, tc bos bt came In Li alto M. ant Sinai. 

N V TQW when Ragucl, Moles" Ether-in-law, 

^ umicrlleod in what a ptvlpcrous condi-• 
tiou hds afiatt :> were*, iie willingly catne to meet • 
him: And Mod's took Zippo; ah his wife, and 
his children, and plealed himfclf with his com¬ 
ine. And when he had offered lacihrce, lie 
mode a lead' for tiie multitude, near the built 
lu: Had Imuurly leen ; wine It multitude, every 
oiie, according to their families, pat took'of the 
IcaP. But Aaron, and his family, took Ha¬ 
gue!, and lung hymns to God, as to him who 
had been the author and procurer of their deli¬ 
verance, and their freedom. They .aHo praifed 
the it cor.duc.lor, as him by whole virtue it was 
that all thiuefi bad fu receded fo well with them. 
Kacmcl a Ho, in his cnehariilical oration to Mo- 
jls, made great encomiums upon the, whole 
multitude : And he could not but. admire Mo- , 
fee. for Ida fortitude, and that humanity he had 
fhcvvn in the delivery of,his friends, 


C II A P. IV. 

How Ragncl figgefied io Mofcs to fit bh 
J Sofia in Order, under their Riders cf ''/fit. 
funds, and Rulers of Hundreds, who live v 
without Order before : And how Ah f.t roue 
■plh-d in all Things with bis Father-•■•’-Taw' 
^ ‘!dw01 nil' n. 


5 i. HLi next day, as Ragucl iawt Muff 
j[ in the inidd of a croud of! cm 
(for he determined the differences of th.,1, 
interred (hem to him, W'Ty one ilii! going ; t 
him, and fuppoiing that they fhotdd thei onl 
obtain julliee, if he \vt re the arbitral m* ; „s»i’ 
tliofe that loll their cattles, thought it no me:; 
hat in, while they th.ought they loft the n j1 
ly, and not ivy partiality.) Ragucl nov i ve 
laid nothing to him at that time, as not de.hron 
to be any hinderance to huh as had a mind t. 
make ufe of the virtue ol their conductor. Bit 
afterward lie took him to himfeif, and ni^i 
he had him alone, lie ini! ruffed him in what 
he ought to do; and advised him to leave the 
trouble of .Idler caules to others, but luunelf to 
take care of the greater, and of the peoples 
fafety, for that certain others of the IUhicws 
might be found that were lit to determine 
cattles, .but that no body but a Moles could 
take care of the fafety of fo many ten thou- 
Ends. Be- not therefore, fays lie, infenlible 
of thine own virtue, and what thou haft done 
by miniftring under God (o the peoples pre- 
fdrvation., Permit therefore, the determina¬ 
tion of common caufes to be done by others, 
but do thou referve thy fell to- the attendance 
on God only, and look out for methods of pre¬ 
ferring the multitude from their prefer.t dill refs 
Make ufe of the method I fuggeit to you, res t< 
human affairs ; and take a review of (he army 
and appoint chofen rulers over t'CA. of thou 
Ends,, and then over thoulands; then db, li 
them into five hundreds; and again into huh 
dreds, and into.fifties ; and let rulers over cue 7 v 
of them, who may diilinguilli them ini 
thirties, and keep them in order; and at. lai 
number them by twenties atad by tens: an. 
let there be one commander over each nrmle’ 
to be denominated from the number of tlkd 


ovei 
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f'vcr wl'.orn they are ruler*, but fuch as the 1 \v;‘h Cod; to retell from him, and to i 

) o 


■ hoi.- multitude have tried, and do * ap~ 
* c bcimr food and righteous men ; 


o.a I: veil h hit 


- O 1 , a / -f, 

i Pt'tlide rulers decide the coatrovcrfies they 


eu.ih 


. * 

iri to I'itoA t 




with another. But if any groat cam 
them Ting the cognizance of it be 


t 


er tm 


! V, 


:m, r.nu 

iit!t i:C Clil- 

. . I 


f 1 -c ■. 1rulers of an higher dignity ; but if any j 
di-acuity a rile tli.it is too hard ior even , 
■ Je ; ■•nninat'on, let thorn fend it to thee. • 
: ,\V-h: means two advantages will lx- gained ; 

;he I ichrews will have juilice done them ; 
and thou \\ilt he able to attend coattail! !y on 
Go !, and procure him to be more favourable 
>0 tier people. 

a. Tins was the admonition of Ramie! ; 
no.I Molds received ids advice very kindle, and 
in led according to Ids fuggetthm. Nor did he 
•conceal the invention of this method, nor pre¬ 
tend to it himfeif, but iniormed tiie multitude 
who it was that invented it: Nay, lie has 
named Hague! in the books he wrote, as the 
per Ion who invented this ordering of the peo¬ 
ple, us tbunking it right to give a true tedimony 
to worthy perfotis, although lie might have got¬ 
ten rciuiUition by alcribing to hiinfelf the in¬ 
ventions of other men. Whence we may learn 
the virtuous ciiipolition of Moles: But of Inch 
his difpo.ildon, we lhall have proper occabon 
to fpcak in other places of thole books. 
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C H A P. V. 

]!) r m Mofcs a fended up to Mo tint Sinai , and 
received Linus from God , and delivered than 
to the Hebrews. 

§ 1. TV OW Mofcs called the multitude to- 
i- s gaher, and told them, that he was 
noimyfrom th.cm unto Mount Sinai to convcrfe 

^ TliisarCiiincr of (tliTingtlie judge. 0 , tiw'i bfllrers of the 
j*4l?i .' «t iie r5ny t he trfHaiotiies anrl fr/Fi e/res of tin/ people, bo 

foie they were ordained by or hv Mo 1 '-" r - -. 

• be c rac iully noted ; .boeijufc it was tin* p.it 
mrnn r o( the choice rout ordinal ion of Btift 
ami rieaeoii., in the Ciciflian eJiin'dli. 


f '-eo tins i:i*w?'itoni bin 

of .It the >”'iftu.wr oh; - /;:v ;r. 

MWl 
t l^ i t 

yaot informs us, Travel:., parti, chap, xxviii. p. i6ti. 'i’he 


in thi.it cat'it, y, if 
now ( Uhi! St K-t.'f itsL-s, which is one third hhunr thap 
*h>tt i. a mile jt, llov called h.;////, as Ivlosd. i hev- - 


11 map:!; ol Hi: i i W e: 1 net' - 
to ; nay iiidcce ri ecu mot be ;t>. eoad ;.t witonm 
pain (,| the t « w : And bebde:, dub, 1 1 war, tc:- 
riblc and macet iiihle, on ;;eeoa;nt el the rumour 
that pulsed about, that find dwelt tSo.ee. But 
the Hebrews removed their tent;;, as. h hubs had 
bidden them, and took poifellion of the hnvvlt 
parts of the mountain ; and were elevated in 
their minds, in expcc.btion that Moles would 
return from God witli promifc§ of li e good 
things he had propofed to them : Bo they ii. di¬ 
ed, and waited, lor their conduct;>; ; a: d fa 1 « 
thcridclve..; pure, at in other lefpm'iis, and. not 
accompanying whh their wives for three daw-., 
as be had heiote ordered them tf» do. And thev 
prayed to Gvd, that he would ilcom 
ccive Moles in ids ecaivcrlmy with ! 


l,r 


n 


a. mi 


bellow fome fuch raft noon them i'¬ 


ll the 


y 


might live well.. They alto i.o.ct mo;e plenti¬ 
fully as to their diet ; and put on their wives 
and children more ornamental and decent 
deathing than they uluaby wore. 

2. So they palled two days in this way of 
fcaiting; hut on the third day, before the fun 
was up, a cloud Ipread iifdf over tlie whole 
camp of the Hebrews, fuch an one as none 
had before l'een, and encompniTcd the place 
where they had pitched their tents; and while 

ail 


ether name of it, Hard is nc\er ufed hr jo^y.fti;.* 
pi-rliups was its name j nmjj* fbc J'igyptiu 
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•nil the reft of the air' Ivan clear, there came 
•ftrong winda, that jailed up large thowvrs of 
rain, which became a might v tempo ft. .There 
was alio Such Ugltruing, a-. was terrible to thole 
that taw ii ; and thunjicr witlt its thunder-bolts 
•were lent down, and declared God to he there 


and who has not difdained to ccmmunic; 
them to me for our common advantage.; for 
is not to be fuppofed, that the author of t>. 
inftirutions is barely Moles, the Ion of Amrai 
nx! Jochcbcc’, but he who obliged the 
rvm bloody for your lakes, and -Mined t 


prelent in a gracious way to fitch as Mofes de¬ 
li red he Ihould he gracious. Now as to thefe 
matters, every one of my readers may think 
as he pleafes ; but 1 am under a ueccflitv of re¬ 
lating tliis hiftory as it is deicrihed in the {‘acred 
books. Th is light, and the amazing found that 
came to their ears, diilurbed the Hebrews to a 
prodigious degree, lor they were not fuch as 
they were accullomed to ; and then the rumour 
that was fpread abroad, how God frequented 
that mountain, greatly aftonilhed their minds: 
fo they furrow fully contained rhemfelves with¬ 
in their tents, as both luppoling Moles to he 
deftroved by the divine wrath, and expeeling 
the like dcilru.fi ion lor them I'd vcs. 

3 . Who; tlicv were under thefe apprehen- i 
lions, Mofes appeared as joyful, and greatly 
exalted. When they law him, they were freed 
from their fear, and admitted of more com-' 
furtaHe hones as to what was to come. The 
air a Ho was become clear, and pure of its for¬ 
mer diforders, upon the appearance of Moles. 
Whereupon he called together the people to 
a co.tgiegation, in order to their hearing what j 
Cod would, fay to them : And when they were | 
gathered together, he flood on an eminence, 
whence they might all hear him, and laid, 
“ Cod has received me gradually, O Hebrews, 
he has formerly done ; and has fuggefted an 
happy method of living for you, arid an order 
of political government, and is now prefeut in 
the camp : 1 therefore charge you for his fake, 
and the Hike of his works, and what we have 
done by his means, that you do not put a low 
value on what I am going to fay, becauie the 
commands have been given by me that now 
•deliver them to you, nor becaufe it is the tongue 
■of a man that delivers them to you ; hut if you 
hive a due regard to the great importance of 
the things thernfclves, you will underfhnd the 
grcatmT; of him whole inflitutions they are, 


i haughtinefs of the Egyptians by vaAous fo 

of judgments : he who provided a way thorn 

j the tea for us: he who contrived a method - 

fending us food from heaven, when we \vi 

diilrefted for want of i.f : he who made t 

water to ilfuc out of a rock, when we had vc 

little of it before : he bv whole means Ad. 

✓ 

was made to partake of the fruits both of t 
land and of the lea : lie by whofe means NT 
eleaped the deluge: lie by whofe means'c 
forefather Abraham, of a wandering piU r 
was made the heir of the land of Canaaitct 
hv whofe means Il'aae was born of paients who 
were very old : he by whole means Jacob was 
adorned with twelve vhtuous ions: he by 
whole means Jofeph became a potent lord over 
the Egyptians : he it is who conveys thefe iu- 
ftrudions to you by me as his interpreter, 
i And let them he to you venerable, am! con¬ 
tended for more earnedly by you than your 
own children, and your own wives ; for if von 
will follow them, you will lead an happy life 
you will enjoy the land fruitful, the lea caln 
and the fruit of the womb bora complete, : 
nature requires ; you will he . Ifo terrible t 
your enemies : For I have been admitted ii 
to the prefence of God, and been made 
hearer of his incorruptible voice ; io great 
his concern for your nation, and its duration 
4 . When he had fakl this, he brought tl 
people, with their wives and children, fo ra¬ 
the mountain, that they might'hear Cou hi: 
ielf fpeaking to them about the pmavepts whi 
they were to pradtife ; that flic eras gy*of \t' ^ 
iliould be Token might not ha hurl by its i’ 
terance by that tongue of a man, which cot 
but imperfectly deliver it to their umlerlhu 
ing. And they all heard a voice that cu 
to all of them from above,Cnfomuch tint 
one of tliofc words eleaped them, width 1\ 
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G? wrote in two tables ; which it is not *' law¬ 
ful for us to fet down thredly, but their im¬ 
port we will declare. 

'iii'ft commandment teaches us, that 
that; is but one God, and that we ought *•/ 
'’.vtAdGn him only. The, foeond, gommandl 
us rut to make the image of any living crea. 
tUte to worfliip it, The third, that we mud 
l’wcar by God in a fade mutter, '( he 
tkegih, that wc mull keep the ieventh day, 
by fling from all fort cf work. The fifth, 
that i\c mud honour-our parents. Tire hxth, 
lii'it we mull sbftam from murder. The fe- 
veuth, that we mull not commit adultery. 
The eighth, that we mull not he guilty of 
■yhrth The ninth, that wc mult not bear fali'e 
ykin.k Tf.e tenth, that we mult not admit 
. {he defric of any thing that is another’s. 

(■. Mow when the multitude had heard God 
hlmllT giving thole precepts which Moles had 
fliicut.rfed cl, they rejoiced at what was laid ; 
and t; c con , rogation was dilfolved : But on the 
fuiiowi:;;-; days they came to his tent, and de¬ 
fined him to bring them bcTides, other laws, 
from Cud. Accordingly he appointed Inch 
laws ; and afterward informed them in what 
manner they inould aft in all cafes : winch 
laws 1 fh.di make mention of in their proper 
time ; hut f fnall referve mod of thole laws 
for f another work, and make there a diilinf! 
explication of them. 

y. Win: N matters were brought to this Hate, 
Mofcs went up again to mount Sinai, of which 
he find told them before-hand. He made his al- 
ccnt in their fight ; and while he Hayed there 
to long a time, for he was abfent from them 
forty d tvs, fear feized upon the Hebrews, left 
Molesji'.onld have come to any harm ; nor was 
there any thing cite fo fad, and that lo much 
tVQuhled G'vdf, as this fuppofal, that Mofcs was 
N; w there was a variety in their 
fentiments about it; fome faying that he was 
fallen among wild bcalls, and thole that were 

"* Of tin. nml like fupcrfbliom notion of the 

Plisi il’o'-'i, v.h-di ! .I’.piius conipiicil with, fee the note 
on Aram. U. > . mi. ^ 4. 

'■'other w rl. ot jofyjihus, here referred to, forms 
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this npiniowh.v} 1 V/ chiefly fucli os were 
Gd to bun r K /ingstd'er. e< ving, that be 
to t^od , but the viler 
■ ■aifXr to 'unbrace nci- 





*f.s\ with any fa'iJinflion, 

.„ ... .wr> tithing- that Gmetimes 

ft happens to men to lab, among wild bolls, and 
pe j ills that way, (o it. \v..s pAtbable enough that 
lie mi Hit depart and go-wGod, on account of 
Sir., cut tie ; they therefore worn quiet and ex- 
5 polled tl’.e event ; T t*t were 11 icy ^ exceeding 
for: y, upon the iuppolal that they were de¬ 
prived ■ f a governor, and a protector, inch an 
otic iu-dc d as they could never recover again ; 

• nor would this fufpicion give them leave to 
j expeft any comfortable event about this mart, 

J nor couid they prevent their trouble and me- 
; lancholy upon, this occafion. However, the 
1 camp durft not remove all litis while, becaufe 
Moles Iiad bid them a (ore to llay there. 

8. But when ttie lorty days, ami ae many 
nights, were over, Mofcs came down, having 
tailed nothing of food, uiuaity appointed for 
the nourilhment of men. 
ed the army with gbduds: 
tliem, what care God had 
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and that there would be no longer any occa- 
lion for going up to mount final, but that he 
would hi in 1c u come and pitch his tabernacle 
amongft us, and be prelhur at: our pin vers ; as 
alfo that' the tabernacle lhouid be of iuch inca- 
{tires and conllmflion. as he had thewn him : 
and that you arc to fall to the work, and protc- 
cute it diligently. When In bad 'fI thus, lie 
it revved them the two table 
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the ten 
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to lie that which does r r ' ; 8]c <wr !o km 
lifliOft, winch yet he in;a>Jj;,i r {’iM’.l'j 
many cf riic f 
[ note on the j ic thug ) 
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commandments rngmvf, - ipon them, fire up¬ 
on each tabic; and tK fvftP »r.> was i>v the hand 
of t.iod. f '' ""Y l ; '<• ? s '-v.» 
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to their ability; fur they brought 
g< Id, and br.iv;, and of Mr belt forts 
oi wood, and inch as would not at aJ! decay 

y j 

by put red nfion ; camels hair she, and iheep- 
iklns, and Kane of them dyed of a blue colour, 
and fome of a fcarlct j feme brought the llowcr 
fof the purple colour, and others for white ; 
with wool dyed by the bowers aforc-mentton¬ 
ed ; and lira: linen, and precious Hones, which 
thole that ufe colliy ornaments let in ouches 
of gold ; they brought alio a great quantity of 
j pices ; hr of their materials did Moles build 
the tabernacle, which did not at all di/lor from 
a moweibh: and ambulatory temple. Now 
when thefe things were brought together with 
great diligence (for every one was ambitious to 
further the work, even beyond their ability) he 
ill architects over the works, and this by the 
comrtuud of Hod ; and indeed the very fame 
which tire people themfelves would have cho- 
fen, had the election been allowed to them. 
Now their names are let down in writing, in 
the iacrcd hooks ; and they were thefe, Beta- 
led, the fon of Uri, of the tribe of Judah, the 
orandfon of Miriam, the lifter of* their con- 
duftor ; and Aholiah, the fon of Ahifamach, 
of the tribe of Dan. Mow tire people went' 
on with what they had undertaken, with fo 
great ahvrity, that Moles was obliged to re- 
ftr.fm them, by making prodatnation, that what 
had been brought was lulhcient, as the arti¬ 
ficers had informed him. ho they fell to work 

* Of this tabernacle of Moles, with its fc7cr.il parts 


j upon the building of the tabernacle 
;I ado informed them, according to the ..aunt 
j| ot Clod, both what the mealiires were to be, 
i ■ a: .-d its larger. els ; and how many vdlrlt’ ic 
fVugJit to contain, for the ufe of the facrifices. 
I) i't he w (HTien alio were amhitious to <J<gjJ>dr 
1 parts, about tire garments of the prieiis, and 
! about other tilings that would be wanted in 
j this word, both for ornament, and for the di- 
j ’due krvice ilieh. 

I 2. Now when all things were prepared, the 
| gold, and the hirer, and. the brals, and what 
was woven. Moles, when he had appointed 
before-hand that there (hould he a leftival, and 
that lacrilices ftiould be offered accorcling to 
every one’s ability, *' reared up the tabernacle. 
And when he had mealurcd the open coUrr, 
fifty cubits broad, and an hundred Song, he let 
up brazen pillars, live cubits high, twenty on 
each fide of the longer lules, and ten pillars lor 
the breadth behind ; every one of the pillars alfo 
had a ring. Their chapiters were oi fiver, 
but their bales were of brals; they rcfembled 
the iharp ends of fpears, and were of brail, 
fixed into the ground. Cords were - alio put 
through the rings, and were tied al their bli¬ 
ther ends to brals nails of a cubit long, which 
at every pillar were driven into die boor, and 
would keep the tabernacle from being fhaken 
by the violence of winds. But a curtain of 
fine loft linen went round all the pillars, and 
hung down in a flowing and looie manner 
from their chapiters, and inclofed the whole 
fpace, and feemed not at all unlike to a wall 
about it. And this was the fir u dure of three 
of the fulcs of this inclofure. But as for the 
fourth fide, which was fifty cubits in extent, 
and was the front of the whole, twenty cubits 
of it were for the opening at the gates, where¬ 
in-flood two pillars on each fulffp^ter the rc- 
fembiance of open gates; thefe wer°- y 
wholly’ of fdver, and polifhed, and that la 11 
over, excepting the baf’es, which were of brail. 
Now on each fide of the gates there flood 

.. ij. three 

7 

and furniture, fee my defeription at.large, cli. vi, vii, viii, 
is, x, xi, xii. hereto belonging. : 
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thiv . s, which were inferred Into the eon- , 
cave haws of the gates, and were jutted to 
*4]>cnf; and round them was drawn a curtain 
nf'fine linen. But to the gates themlHvcsJ 
w'nca were twenty cubits in extent, and irfd 
' in hught, the curtain was compelled of purpl^J 
and fc-trlet, and blue, and fine linen, and em¬ 
broidered with many and divers forts oi figure i, 
excepting t!w irgures of animals. WitbJn thc!e 
j .\es was the brazen Saver for pnrihc.ition, 
having a bafon beneath, of the libs matter, 
whence the pried; might watlx their hands ami 
Sprinkle their feet. And this was the orna¬ 
mental conllrub!ion oi the ineloiure about the 
court of the tahtrnacle, which was exp.ofed to 
the open ail. 

a. As to the tabernacle it (elf, IVSnfcs placed 
it in the middle of that court, with its front to 
the call, that when the fun arofe it might fend 
its nidi rays upon it. ft;; length, when it was 
let up, was thirty mbits, and its breadth, was 
t waive [,c.J cubits. The one of its walls was 
on the ioutii, and the other was expofed to the 
north, and on the back part of it remained the 
well. It was neceilary that its height Should he 
equal to its breadth [ ten cubits]. There were 
alfo pillars made of wood, twenty on each fide; 
they were wi ought into a quadrangular figure, 
in breadth a cubit and an half, but the thicknefs 
was four fingers: they had thin plates of gold 
affixed to them on both lides, inwardly and out¬ 
wardly: they had each of them two tenons be¬ 
longing to them, inferred into their bafes, and 
thefe were of Silver; in each of which bales 
there was a focket to receive the tenon: But 
the pillars on the weft wall were fix. Now all 
thole tenons and lockets accurately fitted one 
another, infomuch that the joints were invift- 
ble, and both leemed to he one entire and uni- 
B-X^walk It was alfo covered with gold, both 
•within and without. -The number of pillars 
was equal on the oppofite Tides, and there were 
on each part twenty, and every one of them 
had the third part of a (pan in thicknefs ; fo 
that the numberin' thirty cubits were fully made 
up between them. But as to the wall behind, 
yihcr.i'the fix pillars made up together only nine 
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one row over agaiuft a\.lher if urn! .diout, 
ib ougb which wove infer! Al b.uv. id it m -r with 
gold, CM h cl them fy wt'^ifi:: iOii;g and Vail: 
bound U'gvibiM f.}i?:'piii./i':i, Tevteud of can. bar 
r.nmii'g into .mother, alter tho Vuy /rr «.f one 
tenon inferted into another. But for the wall 
behind, there was bat one row of bars ih.it went 
through till the pillars, into which row >.m the 
ends of die bars on each Tic of the longer walls, 
the male with its female being; fo j'aheueJ in 
their joints, that they held the whole handy to¬ 
gether; and for this reafon was all this joined 
fo fail together, that the tabernacle might not 
he Ilia ken, cither by the winds, or by any other 
means, hut that it might preferve i tie if quiet: 
and immoveable continually. 

j 

4, As for the inlide. Moles parted its length 
into three- partitions. At the dillance of ten 
cubits from the moll {beat end Molls placed 
four pillars, wh.ofe work man (hip was the very 
fame with that of the red; and the) food up¬ 
on the like bafet; with them, cat h a Small mat¬ 
ter diftant from his fellow. Now the room 
within thole pillars was the Mofl Holy Phur; 
but the tell of the room was the : Tabernacle , 
which was open for the priefls, However, 
this proportion of the mc.ifures of the Sakerna- 
cle proved to he an imitation of the fvftem of 
the world ; for that third part thereof which 
was within the lour pi’ftvng to which the 
priefts were not admitted, Is, as it were, an 
heaven, peculiar to God : But the ft-me of 
the twenty cubits, is, as it were, f.a and land, 
on which men live, and 1 o tins part is u- 
liar to the prielis only. But fu rlw iro: 
where the entrance was made, tiny plated, pil¬ 
lars of Void, that food on hales oi brais, in now- 
her feveti ; hut then fry Ipw.nl <wc; tfc ta- 
liernacle vails of fme. Imen, and ant; 1 g and 
blue, and le.irlet colours, etidnoid-’iod. Thtr 

full 
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firfl vatl wn* fen cubit;'J-Ty. ry way, and tin-; jj the like fubtilty as thofe of wool were made, 
they fpread over the. pdUrk« vvlych par; -d the i and were extended ioofely down to the ground, 
temple, and kept t/.c moil holy pan e'cmiffwl* | appearing like a triangular front and elevation 
od within ; and lids vail-was that whieli made-, ykt live gates; the eleventh curtain being tiled 
this part u«'t \iilble tojmy. Now the whole jlur this very purpofe. There Were alfo other 
temple wax called 7 'btlk!\ / .-hr, ; but that part I /curtains made of fkins above tilde, which af- 
which was wirhin/the four pillars, and to i lorded covering and protection to thoie that 
•which none \wto fedmittxd, war, ruled, The I were Woven, both in hot weather, ar.d win.n 
H/ly of ti‘)!r‘ r. ’i’iK wd! very 01 n.unon- ! it rained. And great was the furprixe of thole 


tal, and endsy-v.nvd with :di forts oi 1 lowers, 
which thd y:>.r<h p; o.luces ; and there was in¬ 
terwoven into if all torts of variety that might 
be ah ornament, excepting the forms of ani¬ 
mals. Another vail there was which covered 
the five pillars that were at the entrance : It 
was like the former in its magnitude, and tex¬ 
ture, and yolour ; and at the corner of every 
pillar a ring retained it from the top down¬ 
wards, half the depth of the pillars, the other 
half affording an entrance for the pricils, who 
crept under it. Over this- there was a vail of 
linen, of the fame htrgencfs with the former; 
it was to be drawn this way or that way by 
cords, whole rings fixed to the texture of the 
wail, and to the cords jdfo, were fubfervient to 
the drawing and undrawing of the vale, and 
"to the fails nine it at the corner, that then it 
■might he no hindrance to the view of the fane- 

v.> 

twin, efpeciaily cm iolemn days; but that on 
ocher bays gurd especially when the weather 
was inclined to fnow, it might he expanded, 
and afford a vetiup to the vail, of divcrle co¬ 
lours : Whew .■ ihat cuftom of ours is derived, 
of having a fine linen vail, after the temple lias 
been built, to be drawn over the entrances. 
Bti*- he ten Tier curtains were four cubits in 
breadth, ami 1 wonty-eight in length, and had 
golden clafps, In order to join the one curtain 
lo the other, which was done fo exactly, that 
they ictmed to be one entire curtain; thofe 
were fptead over !lie temple, and covered all 
the top, and parts of the walls, on the ikies 
and behind, :o bn as within one cubit of {.lie 
ground. Tone v.< re other curtains of the 
•a lie breamh wirii tilde, but one more in 
■ w,r.;),■ ;ui.i h :w r, for they were thirty cu- 

' '»;> • !\ni rl t h> *, p r ‘ , iV/'O ft'll!* wllft 


who viewed theic curtains at a dift.mee, 'or 
they teemed not at all to differ from the colour 
of the Iky. But thofe thin were made of hair, 
and oi fkins, reached down in the fame man¬ 
ner as did the vail at the gates, and keg,! off 
the heat of the fun, and what injury the rains 
might do. And after this manner was the ta¬ 
bernacle reared. 

5. TtiiiRK was alfo an ark made, faerul t< 
God, oi wood, that was naturally itrong, end 
could not be corrupted: This was called Eron. 
in our own language. Its conflruction now 
thus : Its length was five fpans, but its breadth 
and height was each of them three Joans : It 
was covered all over with gold, both within 
and without, fo that the wooden part was not 
ieen. It had alfo a cover united to it, by 
golden hinges, after a wonderful manner - 
which cover was every way evenly fitted to it 


jj and had no eminences to hinder its 
I junction. There were alfo two gohle 
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I belonging to each of the longer boards, and 
: pafling through the entire wood, and through 
them gilt bars paffeil along each board, that it. 
i might thereby be moved and carried about a; 
occahon fhould require ; for it was not draw 
in d cart by beads of burden, but borne on tl 
| Ihoulden; of the priefts. Upon this its rov< 
j were two images, which the Hebrews cab Cb 
rubims ; they arc flying creatures, but the 
form is not like to that of any of the creatyr , 
which men have fecn, though Moles iaidT^ 
had feen fuch beings near the throne of Go 
In this ark he put the two tables whereon the tc 
■commandments were written, five upon eac 
table, and two and an Inlf gnon’eiK.h fide 1 
them ; and this ark he placed in the inn It hoi 

nlacr*. ( 1. B 
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6. But in the holy place lie placed a 
like thole at Delphi : Its length was two cubits, 
and irft breadth one cubit, and its height three 
vpaiTs. It had feet alio, the lower hail of 
which were complete feet, reibmbling thoj 
'which the Dorians put to their bed-heads, id 
the tipper parts towards the table were wrought* 
into a lijuare form. The table had an hollow 
towards every fule, having a ledge of lour hn- 
;s depth, that went round about, like a fjdr.il, 
both on the upper and lower part of the body 
of the work. Upevery one of the feet was 
there alfo inferted a ring, not far from liie co¬ 
ver, through which went bars of wood be¬ 
neath, but gilded, tc>be taken out upon occalum, 
there being a canity where it Was joined to the 
rings ; for they were not entire rings, but be¬ 
fore they came quite round they ended in acute 
points, the one of which was inferted into the 
prominent part of the table, and the other into 
the foot; and by tliefe it was carried when 
they journeyed. Upon this table, winch was 
placed on the north fide of the temple, not far 
from the mofl holy place, were laid twelve un¬ 
leavened loaves of bread, fix upon each heap, 
one above another: they were made of two tenth 
deals of the purefl flower, which tenth deal [an 
homer] is a mealure of the Hebrews, contain¬ 
ing feven Athenian cotyhc ; and above thofc 
loaves were put two vials full of frankinccnfe. 
Now after feven days other loaves were brought 
in their Head, on the day which is by us called 
the Sabbath; for we call the feventh day the 
Sabbath : But for the occafion of this invention 
of placing loaves here, we will fpcak to it in 
another place. i 

7. Ovint againfl this table, near the fouthern 
wall; was fet a candleftick of caff gold, hollow 
within, being of the weight of one hundred ! 
pgund. which the Hebrews call ch•/chares ; if 
hx Ik turned into the Greek language, denotes 
a talent. It Uas made with its knops, and li- : 
lies, and pomegrates, and howls, which orna¬ 
ments amounted to feventy in all ; by winch 
means the' elevated itfelf on high from 
,1 fmgle bafe, and fpread itfelf into as many 
jfcraimlcs as there are planets, including the 
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rmmated in (even heads. 
Jiao' /’yg-ygn'.flji-l to one a uaht 

u f ‘ 


lamp!., one by 

one, in imi'ccMii <•:\ho im v'dwr of the planets : 
tln-le lamps looked trTjhf taft and t* • ! he JoUth, 
the candleftick being bV^. n oblique! v. 

8. Now between tifcXcandiefliJ., and the 
able, which, an we laid, uVre within the fa no¬ 
nary, unis :W altar of jntjcnfe, made of wood 
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oregoing veflels were 


to 


orrupnon : 


Ante av*)d of which the 
matlig ftyh ^.s was not 
It Wjs ehtllrly milled 
over with a gi Men plate. Its breadth t.n each 
hue was a 1 ubit, bm the altitude double. (Tpon 
it was a grate of gold, that was extant above, 
the ftlt.tr, wliiah )tad a, golden crown cacom- 
pafliug it round ah< . 1 :t, \\ hereto belonged rings 
and liars, by which the prielts carried it when 
they journeyed. Before this tabernacle there 
was reared a bra7.cn a bar, but it was within 
made of wood, five cubits by mcahire on each 
fide, but its height was but three, in like man¬ 
ner adorned with brais plates as bright as gold, 
it had alio a brazen hearth of net-woi k, Ibr ihe 
ground underneath received the Ihe from the 
hearth, bevaufe it had no ball, to receive it. 
Hard bv this altar lav the b.d’-ins, red the vi¬ 
als, and the confers, and ihe caldrons, made of 
gold : But the other veflels, made ior the ufe 
of the facrifices. 


veiteJs, mailt 
were ail of brails. Ami f 


was the conlirucTion of the tabernacle ; and 
thefe were the veflels thereto belonring. 


C* II A P. VII. 

Which revere the Garments of the Prifs, and cf 
the High Pricfi: Concerning the Pricfth-A 
of Aaron , with the Manner of the Par,fra* 


tions and Sacrifices • As 
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concern 
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the Fejiivals , and bon a each Day runs then 
d'jpifcd f; With other haws. 

§ 1 . f | ’ HER E were pcrnUar garments ap- 
J[ pointed for the prick-, and I‘or all 
the reft, which they call Cal\ tun I pri> fl'v 1 
garments, as alfo for the high j rials, vhid; 

X they 
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tiiev (all Cahat'dct Rabin -Tm denote the high only a narrow aperture about the neck; and 
ptitfls garment 1 - tl, itrdojc the Jut- J it h lit cl with certain firings hanging down 

bit of the . rib Bu/vvhen t^-ph^lbw.vp-^'b- From the edge over the breaft and back, end is 
<v th| i.u’ihcts, h/ pulife's hinriell with they Julltned above each lhouldcr ; it is called AAv/- 
pitrilic/lion v\ inch the Iffw pteft rifies ; and, in '\h^birzji/i r. 

the lirtl pht< e, he puy'on that winch is called \ jj 3. U PON his head he wears a rap, not 
Miub^nij', which ii/cnns iomewhat that is fail /{wrought to a conic form, nor incireling the 
tied, h h a gird)/(onijioieci of ime twined whole head, but ftill-covering more than the 


linen, and is put about tlie pti\y parts, the 
feu being to he iptft.red mu than m the nature 
of ijrcechy., bji<t above iiaii of it is < ut of]*, and 
it ends at tn„ thighs, and is theic tied fait. 

2. O v I. r tills he wo! c .1 liiwu vellment, 
made of fine flax doubled ; it is called Gbillv/tc, 
and denotes linen, for we call linen by tire 
name tf Chethonc. 'This veflmcnt leaches 
down to the her, and fits elofe to the body; 
and has fleeves that are tied fait to the arms: 
if is girth d to the bread a little above the 
elbows, by a girdle often going round, four fin- 
gci s broad, hut Jo loofely woven, that you would 
think it were the fkin of a ierpent. it is em¬ 
broidered with flowers of fcarlet, and purple, 
and blue, and fine twined linen, hut the warp 
■was nothing but fine linen. The beginning 
of its circumvolution is at the breaft, and 
when it has gone often round, it it, there tied, 
and hangs loofely there down to the ankles ; I 
mean this, all tire time the pricll is not about 
any laborious fervicc, for in this pofition it, ap¬ 
pears in the moll agreeable manner to the 
IpcdUtors ; hut when he is obliged to aflift at 
tiie offering facrifices, and to do the appointed 
fervicc, that he may not he hindered in his 
operations by its motion, he*throws it to the 
left, and hears it on his fhoulder. Mofes in¬ 
deed calls this belt Abaneth ; but we have 
learned from the Babylonians to call it Ernia, 
for fo it is by them called. This veftment has 
no ioofe or hollow parts any where in it, ,but 

* The vfc of theft golden belh at the botttom of the 
high pndtb long garment, Teems to me to have been this, 
that by Ih.ikbtg h garment at the time of his offering in- 
Ctnfe in die tempi,, on tlv great day of expiation, or at 
other pr'j er pti tods of tm tiered mmilbntions there, on 
the gre it ftfli,' ih, the profile might hair notice ol it, and 
mig.it f !! to iIkit own/niytjfi at In • time oj inceufe, or other 
pnper p i.od.s; at.il fo the whole congiegaticn might at 
once eder thole common piaycrs jointly with tlit high* 


half of it, which is called Mafnaemphtbcs : 
And its make is Inch, that it leems to he.a 
crown, being made of thick fwathes, hut the 
contexture is of linen ; and.it,is doubled round 
many times, and fcwed together : he fide 3 
which, a piece of fine linen covers the whole 
cap, from the upper part, and reaches down 
to the forehead, and hides the learns of the 
fwathes, which would otherwife appear inde¬ 
cently : this adheres clofely upon the folid part 
of the head, and is thereto fo firmly fixed, that 
j it may not fall off during the facrcd lervice a- 
, bout the facrifices. So we have now fhewed 
I you what is the habit of the generality of the 
j priefts. 

4. The Itigh prieft is indeed adorned with 
the fame garments that we have deferibed, 
without abating one, only over thefe he puts 
on a veftment of a blue colour. This alio is 
a long robe, reaching to his feet: In our lan¬ 
guage it is called Me dr , and is tied round 
with a girdle, embroidered with the fame co¬ 
lours and flowers as the former, with a mixture 
of gold interwoven. . To the bottom of which 
garment are hung fringes, in colour like pome¬ 
granates, with golden * bells, by a curious and 
beautiful contrivance ; fo that between two 
bells hangs a pomegranate, and between two 
pomegranates a. bell. Now this vefture was 
not compofed of two pieces, nor was it 
fewed together upon the fhoulders am* 

*1 

prieft hitnfelf to the Almighty. See laid. i. 

■viii. 3. 4. Nor probably is the fathef -of Sir 
otherwife imderftoorl, when he fays of Aaron, me firft 
high prieft, Iuclef. xlv. 9. sit id GofL ettcompajfed Aaron -with 
potnegt anates, and with many golden bells round about, that 
ns he unit there* might be a found, u nd e j ft&ft "h.ade, that tn/yJst 
•be heard * in the U tuple,- for a memorial -to the > children of Ls 
people. 
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fides, but it was one long vcllment fo woven 


ides, 

as to have an aperture for the neck 
obhqive: one, but parted all along the 
xuichthe back. 


not an 
bread, 

A border a'.ib was fewed to it. 


led the aperture fh6u!d look too indecently : lit i 
was alfo parted where the hands were to com ?'! 
out. | 

y. Besides thefe, the high pried put on a 
third garment, which was .called the EpH&ii. I 
\v' jeh relembles the Epomis of the Greeks. Its ! 
make was after this manner : It was woven to 
the depth of vt cv-hp of feveral colours, with 
gold intermixed, and embroidered, hut it left 
the middle of the hreaft uncovered : It was 
made with Reeves alfo ; nor did it appear to he¬ 
at all differently made from a fhort coat. But 
in. the void place of this garment there was in* 
Grted a piece of the bignefs of a fpan, embroi* 
dered with gold, and the other colours of the 
ephod, and is called Efftn [the Breajl~plattf\ 
which, in the Greek language, fignifics the 
6 h •acle. This piece exaftly filled up the void 
fpace in the ephod. It is united to it by gol¬ 
den rings at every corner, the like rings being 
annealed to the ephod, and a blue ribband was 
made ufe of to tie them together by thofe rings ; 
and that the lpacc between the rings might not 
appear empty, they contrived to fill it up with 
Bitches of blue ribbands. There were alfo two 
fardonyxes upon the ephod, at the fhouklers, 
to fallen it, in the nature of buttons, having 
each end running to the fardonyxes of gold^ 
that they might be buttoned by them. On 
thefe were engraven the names of the fons of 
Jacob, in out own country letters, and our own 
tongue, fix on et^h of the Hones, on either 
fide ; and the elder fons names were on the 
right Shoulder. Twelve Hones alfo there were 
upon the breafl-plate, extraordinary in-large- 
rtefs and beauty g and they, were an ornament 
-tot t* be purchafed by men, becaufe of their 
immenfe. value,* Thefe Hones, however, flood 
in three rows, by four in a row, and were in- 
ferted into tire breaH-plate itfelf, and they were 
fet in ouches^^ld, that were themfelves in- 
l’erted in the breaH-plate, and were fo made 
J 3 »“ tlvey might not fall out. Now the lirfl 
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were horn. And whereas the rings were too 
weak of themfelves to hear the weight of the 
Hones, they made two other rings, of a larger 
li/e, at the edge of that part of the bread-plate, 
which reached to the neck, and inlerted into 
the very texture of the bread-plate, to receive 
chains finely wrought, which connected them 
with golden bands to the tops of the /boulders, 
whole extremity turned backwards, and went 
into the ring, on the prominent back part of 
the ephod ; and this was for the fecurity of the 
breaH-plate, that it might not fall out of its place. 
There was alfo a girdle fewed to the brcail-platc, 
which was of the lore-mentioned colours, with 
gold intermixed, which, when it had gone once 
round, was tied again upon the featn, and hung 
down. There were alfo golden loops that ad¬ 
mitted its fringes at each extremity of the girdle, 
and included them intirely. 

6 . The high prieiTs mitre- was the fame 
that we deferibed before, and was wrought like 
that of all the other priefls ; above which there 
was another, with fwathes of blue embroidered, 
and round it was a golden crown polilhed,, of 
three rows, one above another; out of which 
arofe a cup*of gold, which refcmbled the herb 
which we call Saceban o, but thofe Greeks that 
are fkilfid in botany call it HyrjcyiUims. Now 
leafl any one that has feen this herb, but has not 
been taught its name, and is unacquainted with 
its nature, or having known its name, knows 
not the herb when he iocs it, I fhal! give hkh 
a defeription cf it. This herb is oftentimes in. 
tallneis above three fpans, hut its root is like 

that 
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of a turnip (for hc 1 ^ £ (houKl compare it ' 
t hf*j do would not bsv imi^kei}) but its leaves! 
are like to the leaver of mind- o.,i IN 1 !:',411- ! 
chcs it lend> out a calyx, y'eavin;;; to the branch,n 
and a coat t u-'ornpaifes it, which it naturally ! 
puts off u hen ;! is clunghig, in order to pro¬ 
duce itr. IrH::. "Nhy, calyx is of the bignels of 
the bone of the litt 'L linger, but in the coinpjfs 
of its aperture i; ii!d,y w.cup. This I will far- 
ther delcrihc fc>r the ufc 'of thofe that arc nn- jj 
aajUuintcyi w ith it. Suppofe a l’pherc he divid¬ 
ed into two parts, round at the bottom, but 
Laving another fegment that grows up to a cir¬ 
cumference from that bottom: fuppole it become i 
narrower by degrees, and that the cavity of that 
part grow decently fmaller, and then gradually 
grow wider again at the brim, fuoh as we fee 
in the navel of a pomegranate, with its notches. 
And indeed fuoh a coat grows over this plant as 
renders it an hemifphere, and that, as one may 
lav, turned accurately in a lath, and having its 
notches extant above it, which, as I laid, grove 
l : kc a pomegranate, only that they are fharp, 
and end in nothing but prickles. Now the fruit 
is preferred by this coat of the calyx, which 
fruit is like the feed of the herb [ideritis : It lends 
out a flower that may feem to refemble that of 
poppy. Of this was a crown made, as far as 
from the hinder part of the head to each of the 
temples; hat this ephiclis , for fo this calyx may 
be-wiled, did not cover the forehead, but it was 
covered with a * golden plate, which had in¬ 
fer!'icd upon it tire name of God, in faered 
chandlers. And fuch were the ornaments of 
the high pried. 

7. Now here one may wonder at the ill- 
v/ which men bear to us, and which they 
pr.•■'.'is to be on account of our defpifmg that 
A a v which they pretend to honour : For if any 
one do but conlider the fabric of the taber- , 

* ‘V" reader om;, 1 ’ to take notice here, that the very 
llof" • ' ■,{ • 1-1,11 plate, for the forehead of the 

It wnh i 1 j»u it, was tfdf preferred, not only till the 
«i,iv. ok J> fe.vin 1 •,{ of Orison *, and that its inlcription, 
// /.<•</. +j t‘ Iu !, w.is i t the Sam.trhan -haraders. See 
Antio. is. VIII. th. lit; « G. Efiay on the Old Teh. p. 154. 
a J IM.md, De Sp< i.Temnli, p. 13a. 

-j- When Johphus, both Are and l Iu vi. $4. fuppofes 
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nacle, and take a view of the garments of the 
high prieft, and of thofe veflels which we make 
ufc of in our facred ininillration, he will find 
; that our legiflator was a divine man, and that 
\re are unjuftly reproached by others; for if 
ftjlny one do, without prejudice, and with jtulg- 
ment, look upon thefe things, he will find they 
were every one made in way of imitation ami 
reprefentation of the univerfe. When Moas 
diifinguifhed the tabernacle into f three p.ntt, 
and allowed two of them to the pricfls, .... a 
place accefliblc and comr^, he denoted t! c 
land and the fca, thefe being of general acccf. to 
all; but he fet apart the third divihon fin t iod, 
becaufe heaven is inacceflible to men. And 
when he ordered twelve loaves to he fa on 
the table, he denoted the year, as diiiinguifh- 
ed into fo many months. By branching can 
the candleftick into feventy parts, he iterdly 
intimated the Daani, or feventy divifions of 
the planets ; and as to the feven lamps upon 
the candlefticks, they referred to the epurie of 
the planets, of which that is the number. The 
rails two, which were compoltd of four thing . 
they declared the four elements ; for the fine 
linen was proper to fignify the earth, bre:u .0 
the flax grows out of the cart... The pui pc 
lignified the fea, becaufe that clour is dyed by 
the blood of a fea fhell-fifh. i lie blue is fit to 
fignify the air; and the fcarict will n curally be 
an indication of fire. Now the vcfl meat of the 
high priefl being made of linen, li: nined the 
earth ; the blue denoted the fky, being like 
lightning in its pomegranates, and in the noife 
of the bells refembling thunder. And for the 
ephod, it fhewed, that Goc^had made the uni- 
verfc of four [elements] ; and as for the gold 
interwoven, I lvippofe it related to the fplendo’* 
by which all things are enlightened. He a 

a 

the tabernacle to have been parted Into three parts, lie 
feems to efteem the bare entrance to be a third divifion, 
diftindV from the holy and the molt holy places; and this 
the rather, bccaufe in the temple afterward there was a 
real difllnd tint'd part, which Kssru^fed the Perch 
Otherwife jofephus Would contraAifh his own dcferipjion 
of the tabernacle, which gives us a particular account of 
,»o more than two parts. '' 
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nmolmed the breaft-plate to he placed in the 
’AhidUl of the ephod, to rdsmblc the earth, 
mv th.d has the very middle place of the world, 
/put- the girdle which cneompafied the high 
p; ted round, iigniireU the ocean, for that goes 
-mind about and includes the univcrle. Kadi 
jnf the iVdonyves declares to us the tun and 
the moon ; thoh.*, 1 mean, that were in the 
/unure of buttons on the high priePi’s {boulders. 
Ar,d for the twelve Hones, whether we under¬ 
fund by them the months, or whether we 
under;hut'’ th.;. til''* " amber of the figns of that 
dr- ! which die Greeks cal! the Zodiac , we fhali 
no: he nulla ken in their meaning. And for 
the mine, 'vliidi was of a blue colour, it feems 
to me to mean heaven ; for how otherwffc- 
cmild the name of God be mfcribcri upon it ? 
That it was alio iiluilrated with a crown, and 
•; 1 ,! of gold alio, is hecaufc of that fplendor 
o nil which God is pleated. Let this expli¬ 
cation iuhice at prelent, lmce the courfe of my 
n.TTa!n>vi will often, and on many occaiions, 
abend me the opportunity of enlarging on-the 


virtue of our legiflator. 


C M A P. VIII. 

Of ihe Vricjlhood of Aaron. 

f, r.’TT TlIEN what has been deferihed was 
V V brought to a conclulion, gifts not 
being yet prefented, God appeared to Moles, 
and enjoined him to beftow the high prleft- 
hood upon Aaron his brother, as upon him 
that hell of them all deferved to obtain that 
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icipcds, and ihewn their veadinefs to receive 
him, Mofes laid to them, “ O von Ifraelites, 
this work is already brought to a conchihon, 
in a manner moll acceptable lo God, and ac¬ 
cording to our abilities. And now ogee you 
fee that lie is received into this tabernacle, we 
fhal! fir(l of all Hand in need of one that may 
officiate for us, and may mintfler to the fieri- 
frees, and to the prayers that are to be put up 
for us. And indeed had the enquiry after 
fuch a perfon b^n left to me, I Jhouid have 
thought myfelf worthy of this honour, both 
bccaufe all men are naturally fond of them- 
felves, and bccaufe I am confeious to myfelf 
that 1 have taken a great deal of pains for 
your deliverance : Put now God himfeif has 
determined that Aaron is worthy of this ho¬ 
nour, and has chofen him for his pried 1 , as 
knowing him to be the mofl righteous perfon 
among you : fo that he is to put on the veft- 
ments which are confccratcd to God : he is to 
have the care of the altars, and to make provifion 
for the lacritices ; and he it: is that raufl put 
up prayers for you to God, who will readily 
hear them, not only becauie he is himfeif fe¬ 
licitous for your nation, but alfo bccaufe he 
will receive them as offered by one that he 
hath .himfeif chofen to this cilice.” f The 

Hebrews 


* This explication of the myllical meaning of the Jew- j 
ifli tabernacle, and its velTHs, with the garments of the ■ 
high pi Pit, is taken oat of Philo, and fitted to Gentile j 
philosophical notions. This may poffibly be forgiven in j 
Jews, greatly verfed in heathen learning and philofophy, j 
A Philo ha.' 1 ever been, and as Jofephus had long been, j 
when he wrote thefe Antiquities. In the mean time, it is i 
not to be doubted, but in their education they mult have ; 
both learned more Jewifh interpretations, luch as we i! 
meet with in the epiftte of Barnabas, in that to the He- ! 
brews, and elfewheVe among the old Jews. According 1 ; 1 1 
when ]V-oft'jhiik books of the JewifhW.tr, for j 
tht'ufe of the jews, at which time he was comparatively j 
yjting, and lefs til' d to Gentile books, we find one fueci- jj 
h,f fwrli a fewilh interpretation; for there (B. VIIv II 


th. v. 5 q.) he makes the fever) branches of (lie tctnp'e 
candlestick, with their (even lamps, an emblem of the 
fevtyi days of creation and reft, which arc here emblems 
of the fovea planets; Nor ecitainly ought ancient jctv- 
ifh emblems to be explained any otbcrwif; rjcin acLOid- 
ing to ancient Jewifh, and not Gentile notions. .Sec 
Of the Wat, B. I. ch. xxxid. $ 2. 

f It is well worth our ohfcrv.nion, that die two rtrinu- 
pal qualifications required U this fcAioit, for the conf'i- 
tution of the firft pri j;, th.-" be ihrnl: b .. 1 

excellent cbttrarf.-r for vii'n ,u. ■ ml go -»■ Bom.; a- U , 
that lie ftumld hue rh<; s,y. «.<••;/, of the p- op'e, ;ev lv.-e 
noted by Jofepliu"., even where the non.m .t.oo be An pul 
to God himfeif; which ace the ter; umc qualifications 

wind 


Y 




C8 A Nf T I QJJ I T I E S 

\ 

Hebrews were plealed with what was (aid, 
and they give their'approbation to him whom 
God hid ordained ; for'Aaron vwlV'oOjjcrn 
all the moil deserving of tins honour, on ac¬ 
count of his own Hock, and gift of prophecy, 
and liis brother’s vhtue. He had at that' time 
four fons, Nadib, Abihu, Lleazar, and Ulu¬ 
ru ir. 

2. Now Moles commanded them to make 
ufe oi all the utenhk, which were more than 
were necclfury to the llrudture of the taber¬ 
nacle, for covering the tabernacle itfelf, the 
candleilick, and altar of inccnfe, and the other 
vellels, that they might not be at all hurt 
when they journeyed, either by the rain, or 
by the riling of the dull. And when he had 
gathered the multitude together again, he or¬ 
dained that they Humid oiler half a fhekel for 
every man, as an oblation to God ; which fhe¬ 
kel is a niete among the Hebrews, and is 
equal to * lour Athenian tlrachme. Where¬ 
upon they readily obeyed what Mofes had com¬ 
manded ; and the number of the offerers was 
fix hundred and five thoufand, five hundred and 
fifty. Now this money, that was brought by 
the men that were free, was given by l’uch as 
were above twenty years old, but under fifty; 
and what was collected was fpent in the ufes 
of the tabernacle. 

3. Moses now purified the tabernacle, and 
the priefts; which purification was performed 
after the following manner: He commanded 
them to take five hundred fhckels of choice 
myrrh, an equal quantity of caffia, and half 
the foregoing weight of cinnamon, and cala¬ 
mus (this kill is a fert of fweet'fpicc); to beat 
them fmall, and wet them with an hin of oil 
of olives (an hin is our own country meafure, 

which the Chriftian religion > requires in, the choice of 
Chriftian bithops, priefts, aad deacons, as, the Apoftolical 
Conftituoon:. inform us, 13 . it. ch. iih 

* This weight ami value of the Jewiih fkekel, in the 
days of jofephus, equal to about is. to d. Sterling, is by 
the learned jewo owned to be one-fifth larger than were 
their old fhckels : which determination agrees perfectly 
with the remaining fhekcls that have Samaritan inferip- 
tions, coined generally b/ Simon the Maccabee, abouf 
230 yeais befi.ie Jofephus publifhed his Antiquities^ 
which never weigh more than is, 4 d. halfpenny, and 
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j 1 and contains two Athenian choas, or congiu* 
fes) ; then mix them together, and boil them, 
and prepare them after the art of the apo- 
j thecary, and make them into a very lwet 
| ointment ; and afterward lo take it to anoint 
and to purify the priefts thcmfelves, and ah 
the tabernacle, as alfo the facrificcs. Then 
! were alfo many, and thofe of various kinds 
of fweet fpices, that belonged to the taberna¬ 
cle, arid fuch as were of very great price, <nd 
I were brought to the golden altar of inccnfe ; 

! whole nature I do not'ujAribc, left it 
fhould be troublefome to my readeis. But 
f incetife was to be offered twice a day, both 
before fun-riling, and at fun-fetting. They 
were alfo to keep oil, already purified for the 
lamps ; % three of which were to give light 
all day long, upon the facred candleilick, be¬ 
fore God, and the reft were to be lighted at 
the evening. 

. 4. No w all was finillicd, Befalcel and Aho- 
liah appeared to be the moll fkilful of the 
workmen ; for they invented finer works than 
what others had done before them, and were 
of great abilities to gain notions of what they 
were formerly ignorant of; and of thefc Befa- 
leel was judged to be the belt. Now the whole 
time they wore about this work was. the inter¬ 
val of feven months; and after this it was that 
was ended the firft year fince their departure 
out of Egypt. But at the beginning of the 
fecond year, on the, month Xanthicus, as the 
Macedonians call it, but on the month Nifan, 
as the Hebrews call it, on the new moon, they 
confecrated the tabernacle, and all its veffela, 
which I have already deferibed. 

5. Now God ihewed himfelf pleafed with 

the 

* * $?**«. 

• commonly but 2 s. 4J. farthing.., $ee Roland, Ds Nvm- 

mis Satnantanarunt, p, 1 S8. 

f The incenfe was here offered,* according to Jofe- 
phus’s opinion, before fun-riting, and at fun-letting. But 
in the days of Pompey, according to. the fame Jotephus, 
the facrihces were offered in the .morning, and at the 
ninth houtv Anfiq. B. XIV. ch. y . 

J Hence vye may correct the bpmioifof the modern 
Rabbins,' who fay, that only 'me of the feven lamps Ini ti¬ 
ed in the day-time; wheteas ourjpfephus, ah eye-v 
Xicfs, fays they were three. 
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F the work of the Hebrews, and did not permit j ”]■ Hereupon an- affliction beft -1 Aaron. 

their labours to be in vain; nor did he difdain ! confidereJ as a nvm and a father, but wa im- 
1 to make ufe of what they had made, but he deny me by him' with true fortitude; for he it d 
came and fojourned with them, and pitched indeed a lirmuef-; of lbul in fuel) accidents, and 
> his tabernacle in th.2 holy houfe. And in the he thought this calamity ernne upon him ao'or- 
following manner did he come to it: The Iky ; ding to God’s, will : for whereas he had fom 
was clear, but there was a milt over the taber- | fons, as I laid before, the two elder of them, 
rude only, cncompafling it, but not with fuch | Nadab and Abihu, did not bring thofc facrifi- 
a very deep and thick cloud as is feen in the ccs which Moles had them bring, but which 
wilier feafon, nor yet in fo thin an one as i they ufed to offer formally, and were burnt to 
men might be able to difeern any thing death. Now when the lire rallied upon them, 
through w ; ,AnMV(srp. it there dropped a fvveet and began to burn them, nobody could quench 
dew, and Inch as Ihewed the prefence of God it. Accordingly they died in this manner, 
to thole that defined and believed it. And Mofes bid their father, and their brethren, 

0 . Now when Mofes had bellowed fuch ho- to take up their bodies, to carry them out of 
norary prefents on the workmen, as it was lit the camp, and to bury them magnificently, 
they Ihouid receive who had wrought fo well, Now the multitude lamented them, and were 
.die offered facriiiccs in the open court of the ta- ; deeply affe&ed at this their death, which fo un- 
bcrnacle, as God commanded him, a bull, a cxpettedly befel them. But Moles inlreated 
urn, and a kid of the goats, for a fin-offering. ; their brethren, and their father, not to he trou- 
Now I fliall fpeak of what we do in our facred ; bled for them, and to prefer their honour of 
offices in my difeourfe about facrifices; and j God, before their grid, about them; for Aaron 
therein fliall inform men in what cafes Mofes ,j had already put on his facred garments, 
bid us offer a whole burnt-offering, and in what ; 8. But Mofes refilled all that honour which 

cafes the law permits us to partake of them as ' he fawthe multitude ready to bellow upon, him, 
of food. And when Mofes had fprinkled and attended to nothing tile but to the f'crvice 
Aaron's veftments himfclf, and his fons, with j| of God. He went no more up to mount Sinai; 
the blood of the beafts that were flain, and had j but he went into the tabernacle, and brought 
purified them with fprlng-waters, and oint- j hack anfwers from God to what lie prayed for. 
merit, they became God’s priefts. After this : IBs habit was alfo that of a private man ; and 

in all other circumfbmces he behaved himfelf 
like.one of the common people, and was defi- 
rous to appear without diflinguifhing liimfelf 
from, the multitude, but would have it known 
that he did nothing clfe but take care of them. 
He alfo fet down in writing the form of their 
government,, and thofe laws, by obedience 
whereto they would lead their lives fo as to 
pleafe God, and fo as to have no quarrels one 
among another. However, the laws he or¬ 
dained were fuch as God fuggeffed to him : So 
1 fhall now difeourfe concerning that form of 
government, and thofc laws. 

9. I will now treat of what 1 bffore omit¬ 
ted, tlie garment of the high pried : For he 
[Mofes] left no room for the evil practices of 

{dalle} 


manner did he confecrate them, and their gar¬ 
ments, for feven days together. The fame he 
did to the tabernacle, and the veffels thereto be¬ 
longing, both with oil Evil incenfed, as I faid, 
and with the blood of bulls, and of rams, flain 
day by day one, according to its kind. But on 
the eighth day he appointed a feaft for the peo¬ 
ple, and commanded them to offer facrilice ac¬ 
cording to their ability. Accordingly they con¬ 
tended one with another, and wer.e ambitious 
to exceed each other 1 in the facrifices which they 
brought, and'To fulfilled Mofes’ injunctions. 
But as the facrifices lay upon the altar, a hid¬ 
den fire was kindled from among them, of its 
own appeared to the fight like fire 

from a flafh of lightning, and confined what- 
i&eS'ter'was upon the altar, - j 
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' i’,;" ' j y.iopiwts ; but if fome of tbar fort fhould 
.-'Hemp 1 ; to abide tlie divine aui.iionty, he 1 left , 
t to God to he prel'ent at hK {irrifiees when he j 
;-leafed, and when he pleafed to be ahftcnt 

*' Of tliis fi. range evpvcR'ion, thu M r f i hH it tv God to 
be pr, fnt at /us j-.u r.jii <■ > nol.r h />’, fi \ , //./ ut hen It hhaj.il 
tj be abfint, tec tin ncU' op 1!. Mtin'l Apioil, § 17. 

-j- Thvfc jmiw-tTs In- lit... <>: n_l-* ol LJnrti and Tkummnn , 
winch words fignity hUu , ml p 7 feci ion, 01, as tin. Scptua- 
gint rendu them, n ulrhm and ‘mth, and denote 110- 
tiling f unlit r, that 1 i e, but tin Pain. tg Hones them- 
idvis, y hie Si weie uiid v.\ thi c method ol iVammruor, in 
revtchnv the will of Can, afrer a perfect «mi tent manner, 
to his people Ilf.iel: I fay, thele anfwers were not made 
by the Uniting of the precious Rones, after an ankward 
manner, in the high pricfl’s br( all-plate, as the modern 
Rabbins vainly fuppofe ; fnr.'teeitauiiy the fhining of the 
Rones might precede or accompany the made without it- 
ielf delivering that oracle (See Antiq. B. Vi. chap. vi. \\ 4.) 
btit rather by an audible voice front the mercy-feat be¬ 
tween the cberubims. See Piideau’s Conned, at the year 
1574. This oracle had been filent, as Jofephus here in¬ 
fo: ms us, 200 years before he wrote his Antiquities, or 
ever fmee the days of the HR good high prieR of the fami¬ 
ly of the Maccabees, Jolm llyreanus. Now it is hoe very 
well worth our obfcivation, that the oracle before u, was 
that by which God appeared to be pick at with, and gave 
diredions to his people Jfnel as their king, all the while 
they fubmittcd to him in that capacity ; and did not fet 
over them Inch independent kings as governed according 
to their own wills ami political maxims, inilead of divine i 
dnectior.s, A-ccordingly we meet with this made (befides { 
angelic and prophetic idinotutions) all along from the days 
of Motes and joihus to the anointing of Saul, the ftrft of 
the fuceeftion of kingr, Numb. xxvii. 21. Jof. vi. 6, fsY. 1 
m. 30. Judg. i. 1. x%iii 4, 5,6, 30, 31. xx. 18, 23, 26, 
27, 28- xxi. 1. t-fr. 1 Sam. i. 17, 18. iii. per tot. iv. per tot. 
nay, til! Saul’s rtjedton of the divine commands in the war , 
in Am ikk, when lie took upon him to aft as he thought fit, 1 
r Sam. xiv. 3, Ill, 19, 36, 37. then this oracle left Saul j 
enfitely (v Inch indeed he had- feldom toniulted before, 

1 Sam. xiv. 35. r Chron. x. 14.xiii. 3. Antiq. B. VII. chap, j 
iv. (} 2.) and accompanied David, who was anointed to 
fucced him, and wlto confulted God by it frequently, ! 
and compiled with its directions conitamly, 1 Sam. xiv. 
37, 41, xv. 26. xxii, 13, 15. xxiii. 9, to. xx*x. 7,-8, 18. 

2 Sam. n. 1. v. 19, 23. xxi. 1. xxiii. 14. I Cl.tcn. xiv. j 
10, 14. Antiq. B. VL chap. xii. § 5 ’ «Saul indeed, long 
after his reject. on by God, and when God had given him 
up 10 defin'd ion for his difobedicnce, did once after- I 
w mis endeavour ti confult God, when it was too late; 
but sh .1 woi Id no' ilw" a 11 fiver lain, neitlu r by l}rc<vns , nor 
by c’>•,?;•, not by P>r»frts, t Sam. xxviii. 6 . Nor did any l 
of Jtv.d's mcvt ■ > , the kings of Judah, that we know j 
of, <on!u't i fo.l In tins circle, till t!.e very Babylon ifh ! 

< p • y life if, u : iv thofe lings were at an end, they , 

< j u • no, tin.:.i, i ft in; ft, too much of despotic powei 
■ t h j’ v, ,.iul o Mto. owning the God of Ifrael for the 
Inpiv.me .ui\ of lii.iei, though a few of them coululted'i 
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And he was willing this fhould he known, no! 
to the Hebrews only, but to thofe foreigner.- 
alio who were there. For as to thofe ft mevi 

wale! 

the prophets fomefimes, and werc-.infwered hv them. A 
the return of the two tribes, without the return 01 l-i'cl 
government, the refloration of this made w..x t x pc A d 
Nell. vii. 65. 1 F.fd. v. 40. 1 Mace. iv. 46. xiv. j.i. ,>u 
indeed it may icem to have been reftored lot f nne t>”i 
after the Babylonith captivity, at leail in the day. oi th 
excellent high pried John llyreanus, whom J: !. m u 
cilcuned as a King, a Pnejl, and a Prophet ; and •< !. V, h 
fays, foretold feveral things that came to pafs arancm;. 
ly : but about the time of his ikoG he »«..n*Mpliev, t’... 
this oracle quite ceafed, and not before. The tolbovin 
high priclls now putting diadems on their be.d,, and it: 
ling according to their own will, and by their own .tilth 
ritv, like the other kings of the Pagan eounfm's ..nm 
them ; fo that while the God of Ifrael was allowed to h 
the fupreme king of Ifrael, and ins directions to be thei 
authentic guides, God gave them fuch diietl ions, ,.s tlittir 
fupreme King and Governor; and they were piopt tfv un¬ 
der a theocracy , by this oracle of Urim, but no longer (ac 
Dr Bernard’s notes here) though I con id's I cannot bn 
elleem tlie high prieft Jaddus’s divine die an, Antiq. B. 
XI. chap, viii. $ 4. and the high prielt Caiphas’s molt 
markable ptophecy, John xi. 47, 52. as two final! u- 
mains or fpecimens of this ancient oracle, wliicli propetly 
belonged to the Jewifli high priclls: Nor perhaps ought 
we entirely to forget that eminent prophetic dream of oui 
Jofephus himfelf (one next to an high ptieft, as of the i 
mily of the Afamoneans or Maccabees) as to the iuc'd- 
fiofi of Vefpafun and Titus to the Roman empire, and 
that in the clays of Nero, and before either Galba, Otho, or 
Vitcllius, were thought of to fucceed him. Of tlie War, 
B. III. chap. viii. J 9. This I think may well be looked on 
as the very laft inftsnce of any thing like the prophetic 
Urim among the Jcwiih nation, and jull preceded ■ their 
fatal dcfolatiou: But how it could polfibly come to 
pafs, that fuch great men as Sir John Marfham, and 
Dr Spencer, fhould imagine that this oracle of Unm 
and Thummim, with other practices as old or older 
than the law' of Mofes, fhould have been ordained in imi¬ 
tation of Anne what like them among the Egyptians, which 
we never hear-of till the days of Diodprus Siculus, At ban, 
and Maimonides, or little earlier than the ChriRian -.era 
ntthe highefl, is almoll unaccountable; whileThc main 
buliuefa of the law of Mofes was evidently to preferve the 
Ifraelites from the idolatrous and fuperftifious practices of 
the neighbouring Pagan nations; and while it is fo uj),ue- 
I niablc, that the evidence for the great-antiquity of Mofes’ 

I law is incomparably beyond that for the like or greater an- 
! t’utility o.f fitch culloms ih Egypt,or other nations, which 
, indeed is generally none at all, it is mdii abfutd to derive 
i any of Moled laws from the imitation of thofe hcatlien 
prarfiees. Such hypothefo demonJJh'ata-fo us, how far 
utJtna.'.ui can, orevail over evidence, in even fomc of Rje 
moll learned part of mankind. n 
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^Which we told you before, the high priefi bare j 
his IhouHers, which were fardonyxes (and 1 ! 
thinly it needleis to delcribe their nature, they , 
belrJg known to every body) the one of them , 
Ihinsd out when God was prefent at their fieri- , 
lices ; 1 meair that which was in the nature of a 
"button on his right Ihoulder, bright rays dart- 
"ng out thence, and being feen even by thole 
that were moll remote ; which fplendor yet was ; 
not before natural to the Rone. This hds ap- j 
peared a wonderful thing to fuch as have not 
So far in hi’. - 1 "heny elvcs in philofophy, as to 
dr {pile Divine Revelation. Yet will I mention 
what is Rill more wonderful than this: For 
God declared before-hand, by thofe twelve 
Rones which the high prieR bare on his breaft, 
and which were inlerted into his breaft-plate, 
when they Riould be victorious in battle ; for 
io great a fplendor fhone forth from them before 
the army began to march, that all the people 
were fenfible of God’s being prefent for their 
afliRance. vVhence it came to pafs, that thofe 
Greeks who had a veneration for our laws, be- 
caufe they could not poffibly contradict this, 
called that breaR-plate the Oracle. Now this 
brcaR-plate, and this fardonyx, left off fliining 
two hundred years before I compofed this book, 
God having been difpleafed at the trailfgreflion 
of his laws. Of which things we fhall further 
difeourfe on a fitter opportunity ; but I will 
now go on with my propofed narration. 

io. The tabernacle being now eonfecrated, 
and a regular order being fettled for the priefis, 
the multitude judged that God now dwelt 
among them, and betook themfelves to facri- 
fices, and praifes to God, as being now de¬ 
livered from all expectation of evils, and as 
entertahiing an hopeful profpeCt of better times 
hereafter. They offered alfo gifts to God, fome 
as r t ?T.mon to the whole nation, and others as 
peculiar to themfelves, and thefe tribe by tribe ; 
for the heads of’ the tribes combined together, i 
two hy two, and brought a waggon, and a yoke 
of oxen. Thefe amounted to fix, and they 
carried th^/'ihyyiacle when they journeyed. ; 
RJftfes which, every head of a tribe brought a 
Ifiwl, and*a charger, and a fpoon, often darics., 
No. V. 
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j full of incenfe. Now the charger and the howl 

I were of River; and together they weighed two 
hundred lhekels,hut the bowl coll no more than 
Icvvntv lhekels ; and thefe were lull <of line Hour 
mingled with oil, Inch as they ufed on the altar 
about the laerifices. They brought all'o a young 
bullock, and a ram, with a lamb of a year old, 
for a whole burnt-offering ; as alfo a goat, for 
the forgivenefs of fins. Every one of tha 
heads of the tribes brought alfo other laerifices, 
called Pcacc-rffcrings, for every day two bulls, 
and live rams, with lambs of a year old, and 
kids of the goats. Thefe heads of tribes 
were twelve days in facrilicing, one facriiicing 
every day. Now Mofes went no longer up to 
mount Sinai, but went into the tabernacle, and 
learned of God what they were to do, and 
what laws fhould be made ; which laws were 
preferable to what have been deviled hy hu¬ 
man underRanding, and proved to be firmly 
obferved for all time to come, as being believed 
to be the gift of Cod ; infomucli, that the He¬ 
brews did not tranfgrefs any of thofe laws, ei¬ 
ther as tempted in times of peace by luxury, or 
in times of war by difl'refs of affairs. But 1 fay 
no more here concerning them, hecaufe I have 
refolvei} to compofe another work concerning 
our laws. 


C H A P. IX. 

The Manner of our offering Sacrifices. 

§ 1. TT" WILL now however make mention of 
JL a few of our laws, which belong to 
purifications, and the like lacred offices, 11 nee 
I am accidently come to this matter of facri- 
fices. Thefe laerifices were of two forts: of 
thofe forts one was offered for private perfons, 
and the other for the people in general ; and 
they are done in two different ways: In the 
1 one cafe what is Rain is burnt, as a whole 
burnt-offering, whence that name is given to 
it; hut the other is a thank-offering, and is 
defigned foi*ieafting thofe that facrifice. i will 
| fpeak. of the former. Suppofe a private man 
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oficr a birnt-offeririg, lie muft Hay either a bull, 
a lamb, or a kid of the goats,. and the two lat¬ 
ter of the hrft year, though cjr bulls he is per¬ 
mitted to facriiice thoie ol a grv 'ter age: hut 
all burnt-off:rings arc to be of males. When 
they are faun, the priefts fprinkle the blood 
round about the altar ; they then cleaule the 
bodies, and divide them into parts, and fak 
Aon- with fait, and lay them upon the altar, 
while the pieces of wood are piled one upon 
-another, -and the fire is burning ; they next 
cleaule the feet of the facrihces, and the in¬ 
wards, in an accurate manner, and lb lay them 
to the reft to be purged by the lire, while the 
priefts receive the hides. This is the way of 
offering a burnt-offering. 

2. But thofe that offer thank-offerings, do 
•indeed facriiice the fame creatures, but fueh as 
are unblemiihed, and above a year old ; how¬ 
ever, they may take either males or females. 
They alfo fprinkle the altar with their blood ; 
but they lay upon the altar the kidneys, and 
the caul, and all the fat, and the lobe of the 
liver, together with the rump of the lamb ; 
then, giving the bread, and the right fhoulder, 
to the priefts, the offerer fcafts upon the re¬ 
mainder of the flefli for .two days; and what 
remains they burn. 

_ y. Till’ fieri fices for fins are offered in the 
fame manner as is the thank-oftering. But 
thoie wlio are unable to-purchase complete fa- 
orifices, offer two pigeons, or turtle doves; the 
one of which is made a bin nt-nfiering to God, 
the other ilmy give as food for the priefts. But 
we fluff! treat more accurately about the obla¬ 
tion of thefe creatures in our dlfeourfe concern¬ 
ing facrihces. But if a perfon fall into fin by 
ignorance, he offers an ewe lamb, or female 
kid of the. goats, of the fame, age; and the 
priefts fprinkle the blood at the. altar, not after 
the former manner, but at the corners of it. 
They alfo bring the kidneys,.!and the reft of 

* V/hrt Reland well obfems here, oaf of Jofephus, 
as compared with the taw of Mofc:s, Buyeva. 15. (tb it 
the eating of the (Vrifice the feme day it was offered, feems 
to mean only before the morning of the next, although 
the latter part, i i\ the night, he in ftrii.tnds part of the 
next Jety t according to the jcwilh reckoning) is greatly to 


the fat, together with the lobe of the liver, to < 
the altar, while the priefts bear away the hides, 
and the flefh, and fpend it in the holy place * 
cm the lame day; for the law does not pei .nit 
them to leave of it until thy morning. But ii 
any one fin, and is cordcious of it:himfclf, but 
hath nobody that can prove upon him, he of-' 
fers a ram, the law enjoining him fo to do ; the 
llelh of which the priefts cat, as before, in the 
holy place, on the lame day. And if the rulers 
offer facrihces for their lias, they bring the 
fame oblations that private t £i£grds;,,v.n! Jv thev 
ft) far differ, that they are to bring for facrihces 
a bull, or a kid of the goats, both males. 

4. Now the law requires, both in private 
and public facrifices, that the hneft hour lie al¬ 
fo brought ; for a lamb the meafure of one 
tenth deal, fora ram two, and for a hull three. 
This they coniecrate upon the altar, when it is 
mingled .with oil ; for oil is alfo. brought by 
thofe that facriiice, for a hull the half of an bin, 
and for a ram a third part of the fame meafure, 
and one quarter of it for a lamb. This bin is 
an ancient Hebrew meafure, and is equivalent 
to two Athenian chons [or congiufes. ] They 
bring the fame quantity of oil which they do of 
wine, and they pour the wane about the altar ; 
but if any one does not offer a cornpkm. fieri- 
flee of animals, but brings line Hour only for a 
vow, he throws an handful upon the altar as 
its hrft. fruits, while the-priefts take the .red for 
tJa&rffood, either boiled, or mingle^ with oil, 
but made into cakes of bread. Bnt whatfoever 
it be that a pried; himfelf offers it mull of ne- 
eeffity be all burnt. Now the law forbids ns to 
facriiice any animal at the fame time with its 
dam ; and m other cafes, not till the eighth day 
after its birth. Other facrifices there'Vre aifo 
appointed for dr aping diftempers, cr for other 
occalions, in which meat-offerings a:‘o*«ayn- 
fumed, together- with the animals that are fa- 

- * criliced 

be obfervod upon other occalions alfo. The Jevrifli 
mas ho, in l'uch cafes, it feems, is.tjtjs, that the tiny gpts 
it fort the night ; and this appears to fne to he tfee ki,ji'-u.u>« 
both of the Old and New Teftaracnt. Sec alfo the ilk e 
on Atiiiip B. IV. cli.-.p. iv. § 4. and Roland's note oa 1 . 
IV. chap. viii. j 28. 
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crificcd ; of which it is not lawful to leave any 
part til! the next day, only the priefts are to 
take their own fhare. 



' c'h a r. x. 


:u cn-’iaq the Fvflivals ; and how each Day jj 
of' [ulI> Fiji hud is io be obferved. j ! 

\ '• r ~P^E law requires, that out of the J 
_|p public expcnc.es a. lamb of the lirfl j 
yc.tr lv. ,J I'yE Etepvlay, at the beginning, and I 
the euuir.g of the day ; hut on the feventh 
d.iv, which is railed the Sabbath, they kill two, 
end fucriiiof them in the fame manner. At 
inc ntw moon, they both perform the daily 
fieri fees, and flay two hulls, with feven lambs 
of the lirll year, and a kid of the goats alio, 
for the expiation of (’ms ; that is, if they have 
finned through ignorance. 

2. But on the ieventh month, which the 
Macedonia’ c cal! HvpCrbcrelaits, they make an 
an addition to thole already mentioned, and 
facriSice a bull, a ram, pnd leveit lambs, and 
a kid c;f the goats, for tins. 

a. On the tenth day of the fame lunar 
month, they fail till the evening ; and this day 
they iaenhee a hull, and two rants, and feven 
lambs, and a kid of the goats, for fms. - And 
befides thcl’e, they bring two kids of the goats ; 
tile one of which is fent alive out of the limits 
of the camp into the wild erne fs for the fcape- 
goat, and to be an expiation for the fins of the 
whole multitude ; hut the other is brought in¬ 
to a place of great clcannefs, witlvn the limits 
of the camp, and is there burnt, with its fkin, 
without any fort of cleanling, . With this goat i 
was ly»mt a bull, not, brought by the people, I 
but by the high pxiefrfat his own charges; i 
w!'.hh,'*ivhen it. was (lain, he brought of the 
blodtf into the holy place, together with the 
blood of the kid of the goats, and lprinkled 
the ceiling with his finger feven times, as alfo 
its pavement, and again as often towards the 
| mof J ii1 y plate, and about the golden altar ; 
hie'aho at lad brings it into the open court, 
rii^l fprinldes it .about the great altar, lief ides 


this, they fet the extremities, and the kidneys, 
and the fat, with the lobe of the liver, upon 
the altar. The high priefl likewifc pi dents a 
ram to God, as a burnt-offering. 

4. Upon the hfteenth day of the fame* 
month, when the fcafon of the year is chan¬ 
ging for winter, the law enjoins us to pitch 
tabernacles in every one or our Ironies, io that 
we preferve ourfelves from the cold of »hal 
time of the year: as alfo, that when we fiiould 
arrive at our own country, and tome to that 
city which we fhonld have then for our metro¬ 
polis, becaufe of the temple therein to he built, 
and keep a feftival for eight’ days, and oiler 
burnt-offerings, and fieri lice thank-offerings, 
that we fhould then carry in our hands a 
branch of myrtle, and willow, and a hough of 
the palm-tree, with the addition of the pome- 
citron. That the burnt-offering on the frit of 
thole days was to he a incritic e of thirteen 
hulls, and fourteen lambs, and fifteen rains, 
with the addition of a kid of the goals, as an 
expiation for fms: and on the following days 
the fame number of lambs, ami of ramg wifi: 
the kids of-the goats ; but abating one of the 
bulls every clay, till they amounted to levin 
only. On the eighth day all work- was laid 
abide, and then y as we laid befm they facri- 
heed to God a bullock, a ram, and feven lambs, 
with a kid of trie goats, for an expiation of tins. 
And this is the accuftomed loiemnity of the 
Hebrews, when they pitch their tabernacles. 

5. In the month Xanfhicus, which is by us 
called Nifan , and is the beginning oi our year, 
on the fourteenth day of the lunar muurii, when 
the fun is in Aries (for on this month it was 
that we were delivered from bondage under the 
Egyptians) the law ordained, tf.it we mould 
every year flay that facri lice which ! 1 m lore 
told you we flew when we’catne out of Egypt, 
and which was called the Pajfov> r And io do 
we celebrate this pa(Tover in companies, leaving 
nothing of what we iacrifice till tin th > fol¬ 
lowing. The feafl of unleavened Eread fu< ~ 
ceeds that of-the na Hover, and t , :i >. on the bk 
teenth dry c.f the im nth, and continues Even 

lb)r 
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il baked 1>:end [was fet on the table of fncw- 
' bread.] without leaven,of twenty-four tent 11 deals 
! of flour, forth much is fpent upon this bgvad : 
j Two heaps* of tbefe were baked ; tncy w\. * 

| taken the'day before <tbe WihWh, but were 
i brought ihto the holy place on the moin.ng of 
j the Sabbath, add fet upon the holy table, fix 
' on anheap, one loaf ftill handing over again ft an- 
! other ; where two golden cups full of frank- 
incenfc were alio fet upon them, and theac 
j they remained till another Sabbath, and then 
other loaves were brought •bwddj ° vxlnle 
the loaves were given to the prieils for their 
food, and the frankincenfe was burnt in that 
facred fire wherein all their offerings were 
burnt alfo ; and fo other frankincenfe was fet 
upon the loaves, inftead of what was there be¬ 
fore. The [high] prieft alfo, of bis own char¬ 
ges, offered a factifice, and that twice eveiy 
day. It was made of flour; mingled with oil, and 
gently baked by the fire ; the quantity was one 
tenth deal of flour ; he brought the half of it 
to the fire "In the morning, and the other half 
at night. The aecount of thefe iacrifices I (hall 
give motfe accurately hereafter; but 1 think I 
have premifed what for the prefent may be 
fuffident concerning them. 


days, wherein they feed on unleavened bread ; 
on every one of which days two hails are killed, 
and one ram, and feven lambs. Now thefe 
Iambs are entirely burnt, befides the ki 1 of the 
goats, which is added to all the reit, for lifts ; 
for it is intended as a feaft for the prieft on 
every one of thofe days. But on the fecond 
day of unleavened bread, which is the fix- 
teenth day of the month, they firft partake of 
the fruits of the earth, for before that day they 
do not touch them. And while they fuppofc 
it proper to honour God, from whom they ob¬ 
tain this plentiful provifion, in the firft place, 
they offer the firft fruits of their barley, and 
that in manner following : They take an hand¬ 
ful of the ears, and dry them, then heat them 
ftnall, and purge the barley from the bran; 
they then bring one tenth deal to the altar, to 
God ; and calling one handful of it upon the 
fire, they leave the reft for the ufe of the 
priefts. And after this it is that they may 
publicly or privately reap their harveft. They 
alfo at this participation of the firft 'fruits of 
the earth facrifice a lamb, as a burnt-offering 
to God. 

6 . When a week of weeks has paffed over 

after this facrifne (which weeks contain forty 
and nine days) on the fiftieth day, which is 
Pcnteioft, hut is called by the Hebrews sfar- 
tba , which dignifies Penleioft , they bring to 
God a loaf, made of wheat Hour, of two tenth 
deals, with leaven ; and for iacrifices they bring 
two lambs : and when they have only pre- 
fented them to God, they are made ready for 
fupper for the priefts ; nor is it permitted to 
leave any thing of them till the day Allow¬ 
ing. They alfo flay three bullocks, for it "burnt- 
offering, and two rams, and" fourteen iambs, 
with two kids of the goats for flips ; nor ; If 
there any one of the feftivals but , iff jt they 
offer burnt-offerings : They- alfo allow them-’ 
felvcs to reft on every one of'*t|iem. ’Accord¬ 
ingly the law preferibes in them all what kinds 
they arc to facnfice ; and how they are to reft 
entirely, and mult flay iacrifices, in •ordgr w |jp j | 
feaft upon them. ■ ■> *' 

7. However, out of the common charges ( 


CHAP. XI. 

Of the Purifications, 

§ PTOSES took' out the tribe of Levi 
" 1V1 from communicating with the reft 
of the’ people, and fet them apart, to be art- 
holy tribeand ■purified them by water, 'taken 
from perpetual fpriftgs, arid with fuch Iacrifices 
as "were uftialljK offered to Grid on thel’ke oc- 
cafions. He delivered to them alfo the taber¬ 
nacle, and f ;thfe’{hexid- veffeR and the 
curtains which made for covering’ the 

tabernacle, that they might miinfter under the 
c bn duff of the 1 priefts, who had been already 
cdrilcerated to God; : 

2. lie aftb determined .concerning* animals ; 
which of theli. ufed for food, a. d 

* '> * wire i 
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/ which they were obliged to abftain from: ] 
i Which matters, when this work fhall give me j 
‘ occ.yhm, dial! be farther explained ; and the 
cTr/ies fhall be added, by which he was moved 
’ to allot llnne pZ~ to lie our food, and en~ 
joined us to abftain from others. However, 
lie entirely forbad us the ufe of blood for food, 
and eftecnied it to contain the foul and fpirit. 
lie alfo forbad us to eat the ftefh of an animal 
that died of itfelf; as alfo the caul, and the 
fat of goats, and ftieep, and bulls. 

?. H . d.med, that thofe whofe bodies 

were aftlidled with leprofy, and that had a go- 
norrluca, fhoukl not come into the * city: nay, 
he removed the women, when they had their 
natural purgations, till the feventh day; after 
which, he looked on them as pure, and per¬ 
mitted them to come in again. The law per¬ 
mits thofe alfo who have taken care of funerals 
to come in aftef the fame manner, when this 
number of days is over ; hut if any continued 
longer than that number of days in a ftate of 
pollution, the law appointed the offering two 
lambs for a facrifke; the one of which they are 
to purge by the fire, aud for the other, the 
priefts take it for themfelves. In the fame man¬ 
ner do thofe facrifice who have had the gonor¬ 
rhoea. But he that fheds his feed in his fleep, 
if he goes down into cold water, he has the 
fame privilege with thofe that have lawfully 
accompanied with their wives. And for the 
lepers, he fuffered them not to come into the 
city at all, nor to live with any others, as if 
they were in effect dead perfons ; hut if any one 
had obtained, by prayer to God, the recovery 
from that diftemper, and had gained a health- 
fid complexion again, fuch an one returned 
thanks.J’O God, with feveral forts of facrifices : 
concerning which we will fpeak hereafter. 
-,.„A^-^iENCE one cannot but fmile at thofe 
whoTay, that Mofes was himfelf affli£ted with 
the 'leprofy, when he fled out of Egypt; and 
that he became the conductor of thofe who on 
that account left that country, and led them in- 

may here note, that Jofephns frequently calls the 
cjbnp the Ciiy, and the court of the Mofaick tabernacle a 
and the tabernacle itfelf an Holy Hmift, with al- 
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to the land of Canaan: For had this been true, 
Mofes would not have made thefe laws to his 
own diihonour, which indeed it was mere like¬ 
ly he would have oppofed, if others had endea¬ 
voured to introduce them ; and this the rather, 
becaufe there are lepers in many nations, who 
yet arc in honour, and not only free irom re¬ 
proach, and avoidance, but who have been great 
captains of armies, and been intrufted with high 
offices in the commonwealth ; and have had 
the privilege of entering into holy places, and 
temples : So that nothing hindered, hut if either 
Mofes himfelf, or the multitude that was with 
him, had been liable to fuch a misfortune, in 
the colour of his.fkin, he might have made laws 
about them for their credit and advantage, and 
have laid no manner of difficulty upon therm 
Accordingly it is a plain cafe, that it is out of 
violent prejudice only that they report thefe 
things about us. But Mofes was pure from any 
fuch diftemper ; and lived with countrymen 
who were pure of it alfo, and thence made the 
laws which concerned others that had the dif¬ 
temper. Fie did this for the honour of God. 
But as to thefe matters, let every one confider 
them after what manner he pleafes. 

5. As to the women, when they have horn 
a child, Mofes forbad them to come into the 
temple, or touch the facrifices, before forty 
days were over, fuppofing it be a hoy; hut if 
flhe hath borne a girl, the law is that fhe cannot, 
be admitted before twice that number of days 
be over. And when after the before-mention¬ 
ed time appointed for them, they perform their 
facrifices, the priefts diftribute them before 
God. 

6 . But if any one fufpeft that his wife has 
been guilty of adultery, he was to bring a tenth 
deal of barley flour ; they then caft one hand¬ 
ful to God, and gave the reft of it to the 
priefts for food. One o^lkthe priefts fet the 
woman at the gates that are turned towards 
the temple, and took the vail from her head, 

and 

lufion to the later city, Mnptc, and holy houfr, '-which- he 
knew fo well long afterwards. 
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and wrote the name of God in parchment, and 
enjoined \ ■ to fwe "Hu fi e had not at all 
injured In a nufband ; and to wilh, that if fhe 
had viol ted her chaftity, her right thigh might 
be put out of joint ; that her belly might fwell, 
and that fhe urgbf die thus: hut that if her 
hufband, by the viohnee of his afic&ion, and 
of the jealoufy which .irofe from it, had been 
rafhly moved to this fifipicion, that fhe might 
bear a male child on the tenth month. Now 
when thefe oaths were over, the pricll wiped ! 
the name of God out of the parchment, and 
wrung the water into a vial. He alio took 
feme drift out of the temple, if any happened 
to be there, and put a little of it into the via!, 
and gave it her to drink; whereupon the 
woman, if fixe were unjuftly accufed, conceived 
with child, and brought it to perfection in her 
worn!): But if Ihe had broken her faith of 
wedlock to her hufband, and had fworn falfely 
before God, {he died in a reproachful manner ; 
her thigh fell off from her, and her belly 
fwelled with a dropfy. And thefe are the ce¬ 
remonies about facrifices, and about the purifi¬ 
cations thereto belonging, which Mofes pro¬ 
vided for his countrymen. He alfo preferibed 
the following laws to them. 


CHAP. XII. 

Several Laws. 

§ i. A S for adultery, Mofes forbad it en- 
Jr\ tirely, as efteeming it an happy 
thing, that men fhould be wdfe in the affairs of 
wedlock ; and that it was profitable both to 
cities and families, that children fhould be 
known to be genuine. He alfo abhorred mens 
lying with their mothers, as one of the greateft 
crimes; and the like for lying with the father’s 
wife, and with aunts, and fiflers, and fons 

* Thefe words ot Jofephus are remarkable, that-the 
lawgiver of the Jews required of the priifts a double , degree 
of purity, in companion of that required of the people; of 
vrhich he gives feveral inftances; immediately. It Wag for 
certain the cafe alfo among the fir ft Chrifttans, of the 
clergy, in comparifon of the laity, as the apoltolical confti- 
tutions and canons every where informs us. 


wives, as all inftances of abominable wkked- 
nefs. He alfo forbad a man to lie with hit 
wife when fhe was defiled by her natnrfi! pur¬ 
gation and not to come near brute beafls 
to approve of the lying V. khwg male, which 
was to hunt after unlawful pleafures on account 
of beauty. To thofe who were guilty of fuch 
infolent behaviour, he ordained death lor theix 
punifhment. 

2. As for the priefts, he preferibed to them 
a * double degree of purity ; for he refinance! 
them in the inftances akw*-;- 1 - vnouo\er 
forbad them to marry harlots. He alfo ioihad 
them to marry a flave, or a captive, and Inch 
as got their living by cheating trades, and by 
keeping inns: as alio a woman parted from 
her hufband on any occaiion whatfoever. Nay, 
he did not think it proper for the high pridl to 
marry even the widow of one that was dead, 
though he allowed that to the priefts ; but he 
permitted him only to marry a virgin, and to 
retain her. Whence it is that the high ptieft 
is not to come near to one that is dead, although 
the reft are not prohibited from coming near to 
their brethren, or parents, or children, when 
they are dead; but they are to be unblemilhed 
in all refpe&s. He ordered, that the prieft, 
who had any blemifh, fhould have his poition 
indeed among the priefts ; but he forbad him 
to afeend the altar, or to enter into the holy 
houfe. He alfo ■ enjoined them, not only to 
obferve purity, in their facred minifttations, 
but in their daily converfation, that it might 
be tanbkmeable alfo. And on this account it 
is, that thofe who wear the facei-dotal garments 
are without fpot, and eminent for their purity 
and fobrietynor are they permitted to drink 
wine lo long as they wear f thofe garments. 
Moreover, they offer facrifices that are entire, 
and have no defedt whatfoever. 

3. And 

f We muft here note with Reland, that the precept 
given to the priefts of not drinking wine, while they wore 
the facred garments, is equivalent to their abftinence from 
it all the while they miniftered in the temple,they 
then always, and then only, wore thofe facred garL-mts, 
which were laid Hf tliere from oae time of muiilUatkm&t 
another. 



Chap. XII. ANTI Q^U I T I E S OF THE JEWS. 


/ 3. And truly Mofes gave them all thefe pre¬ 

cepts, Joeing fuch as were obferved during his 
■“own V r J-time. But though lie lived now in tlie 
W: J prnefs, yet did he make provifion how they 
might obferve the f.'ne laws when they lliotlld 
•Jjave taken tfi£ land of Canaan : He gave then 
*’rell to the land from ploughing and planting eve¬ 
ry ieventh year, as he had preferibed to them to 
rell from working every feventh day ; and or¬ 
dered, that then what grew of its own accord 
out of the eartli fhould in common belong to 
all that jfi yf 1 .v„nG it, making no diftinction 
in that refpeit between their own countrymen 
and foreigners: and he ordained, that they 
fhould do the fame after 1'even times feven years,, 
which in all afe fifty years: And that fiftieth 
year is called by the Hebrews the Jubilee,, where¬ 
in debtors are freed from their debts, and Haves 
are fet at liberty ; which Haves became fuch, 
though they were of the fame flock, by tranf- 
greding feme of thofe laws whofe punifhment 
was not capital, but they were punifhed by this 
method of llavery. This year alfo reftores the 
land to irs former poffefFors in the manner fol¬ 
lowing : When the Jubilee is come, which name, 
denotes liberty , he that fold the land, and he 
that bought it, meet together, and make an cf- 
timate, on one hand, of the fruits gathered, 
and, on the other hand, of the cxpences laid 
out upon it. If the fruits gathered come to more 
than the cxpences laid out, he that fold it takes 
the land again ; but if the expenefcs prove morfe 
than the fruits, the pr efent’poffe(1 or receives of 
the former owner the difference that was want¬ 
ing, and leaves the land to him ; and if the 
fruits received, and the cxpences laid out, prove 
equal to one another, the prefent poffeHor re- 
linquifhsre it to the former owners. Mofes j 
woultfijiave the fame- law obtain as to thofe 
hqgfgVidfo which were fold in villages;, but he 
made*'a different law for fuch as were fold in a 
city: for if he that fold it tendered the purcha- 
fer his money again within a year, he was for¬ 
ced to reftore it; but in cafe a wfiole year bead 
intervened-, .the purchafer was to enjoy what 
Irn hail bought.. This was the confutation of 
»tBe laws which Mofes learned of God,. when 
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the camp lay under mount Sinai; and this he 
delivered in writing to the Hebrews. 

4. Now when this fettlement of laws Teem¬ 
ed to be well over, Mofes thought fit at length 

i to take a review of the link, as thinking it: pro- 
| per to fettle the affairs of war. So he charged 
: the heads of the tribes, excepting the tribe of 
Le\ i, to take an ex a ft account of the number 
of thofe that were able to go to war j for as to 
the Levites, they were holy, and free from all 
fuel) burdens. Now when the people had been 
numbered, there were found fix hundred 
thoufand that were able to go to war* from 
twenty to fifty years of age, belides three thou¬ 
fand fix hundred and fifty. Inflcad of Levi, 
Mofes took Manaffeh, the fon of Jofeph, a- 
mong the heads of tribes ; and Ephraim inftead 
of Jofeph. It was indeed the defire of Jacob 
himfclf to Jofeph, that lie would give him his 
fons to be his own by adoption, as I have be¬ 
fore related. 

5. When they fet up the tabernacle, they 
received it into the midft of their camp, three 
of the tribes pitching their tents on each fide 
of it, and roads were cut through the niidit of 
thefe tents. It was like a well-appointed mar¬ 
ket ; and every thing was there ready for fale 
in due order ; and all forts of artificers were in 
the fhops ; and it refembled- nothing fo much, 
as a city that fornetirtves was moveable, and' 
fometimes fixed. The priefls had the firft 
places about the tabernacle ; then the Levites,. 
who, becaufe their whole multitude was rec¬ 
koned from thirty days old, were twenty-three 
thoufand eight hundred and eighty males. 
And during the time that the cloud flood over 
the tabernacle, -they thought proper to flay in 
the feme -place, as fuppofing that God there 
inhabited among them ; but when that remov¬ 
ed*-“they journeyed alfo. 

*6, Moreover Mofes was the inventor of 
the form of their trumpet, which was made of 
filver. Its defeription is this : In length it was 
little lefs titan a cubit. It was cornpofed of a 
Harrow tube, fomewhat thicker than a flute, 
but with fo much breadth as was fufficient for 
• " aclmiffioja 
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ad million of the breath of a man’s mouth ; it 
ended in the foim of a bell, like common 
f-.limpets. Its found. was called in the He¬ 
brew tongue alfpa. Two oi thele being 
made, one oi them was founded wiien they 
required the multitude to come together to 
congregations. When the iirft of them gave 
a iigna!, the heads of the tribes were to al¬ 
ienable, and conduit about the affairs to them 
properly belonging ; but when they gave the 
iigna! by both of them, they called the multi¬ 
tude tggxthcr. Whenever the tabernacle was 
removed, it was done in this loletnn order : At 
the lirll alarm of the trumpet, thofe whole tents 
were on the call quarter prepared to remove; 
when the fecund ftgnal was given, thofe that 
were on the fouth quarter did the like; in the 
next place, the tabernacle was taken to pieces, 
and was carried in the midlt of fix tribes that 
went before, and of hx that followed, all the 
Levites alibiing about the tabernacle ; when 
the third fignal was given, that part which had 
their tents towards the well put themfelves into 
mn'iifS ; and at the fourth fignal, thofe on the I 
north did lb like wife. They alfo made isle of 
iiu'f: trumpets in their facred miniftrations, ) 
when they were bringing their iacriliccs to the 
altar, as well on the lahbaths as on the reft of 
a lie [ fed! veil ] days. And now it was that Mo¬ 
te; offered that l'acriftce which was called the 
j\:,fover in the iviklcrnefs, as the Iirft he had 
offered after the departure out of Egypt. 


CHAP. XIII. 

How Mfcs removed from Mount Sinai, amt 
conducted the People to the Borden if the 
Canaan: te r. 

§ i. /\ LITTLE while afterwards he rofe 
Ji \_ up, and went from mount Sinai ; 
and having palled through fevcral manfions,. of 
which we will fpe ak anon, he came to a place 
called ilazerofh , where the multitude began 
again to be mutinous, and to blame Mofcs for 
V- misfortunes they had fuffered in their.tra- 
-nd thal when he liad perfuaded them 
rood L ed, they at once had loft that 
of that happy Hate he had 


promifed them, they were dill wandering ii 
their prefent miferable condition, being a!reads 
in want of water ; and if the manna-TYouk 
happen to fail, they mull then utterly p'ffnn 
Yet while they generally Simmy and Ibix 
things again!! the man, there was pne of then 1 
who exhorted them not to be unmindful <>■ 
Moles, and oi what great pains lie had beet 
at about their common lafety ; and uo f to do 
Ipair of afliftanee from God. The muiritud 
thereupon became Hill more unruly, igui mm 
mutinous againft Mofcs tff'/.TM 1 Her, 
upon Moles, although he were lo bafeiy abide, 
by them, encouraged them in their deipairin 
condition, and promifed that hi: would procur 
them a great quantity of Aelh meat, and tha 
not for a lew days only, but for many days. 
This they were not willing to believe : and 
when one of them alked, Whence he could 
obtain fuch vail plenty of what he promifed ? 
he replied, Neither God, nor I, although we 
liear Inch opprobrious words from you, will 
leave oft' our labours for you ; and this ftiall 
foon appear alfo. As foon as ever he liad laid 
this, the whole camp was filled with quails, 
and they Hood round about them, and gather¬ 
ed them in great numbers. However it was; 
not long ere God punilhed the Hebrews for 
their iniolence, and thofe reproaches they had 
ufed towards him ; for no fmnll number of 
them died. And Hill to this day the place re¬ 
tains the memory of this deftrubtion, and is 
named Kibruth hattatsvah , which is, the graves 
of llljt. 


C H A P. XIV. 

How Mofes fait fame Perfons to fcarch out the 
Land oj' the Canaanites , and the Largenefs 
of their Cities : and farther , that when thofe 
who were feast wnc returned, ajter forty 
Days, and reported that thev Jhould not be a 
Match for them, and extolled the Strength 
of the Canaanites, the Multitude were dif- 
turbed, and fell into Defpair ; and were 
ufolvcd to fame Mofcs , and to retur). hack 
■again into Egypt, and ferve the Egyptian. 

§ i. WHEN 
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§ , W HFN Mofes had led the Hebrews 
V V away from thence to a place called 
; /Gr-Vd', which was near to the borders of the 
T.'fr v fanites, and a place difficult to be continued 
>n, he "die multitude together to a 

congregation ; and llanding in th.c midlt of 
sheen, lie faid, “ Of the two things that (»od 
de ( vr.nined to bellow upon us, liberty, and the 
poffirffion of an happy country, the one of 
' d’.-jm vc arc already partakers of, by the e,ifl j 
f f CJo-Jw and the other you will quickly obtain ; | 
■for we now have our abode near the borders of { 
tlu- CmaanitCfi, and nothing can hinder the ac~ 
qiiifition of il, when we now at Sail are fallen 
upon it: 1 lay, not only no king, nor city, 
hot neither the whole raced mankind, if they 
were all gathered together, could do it. Let 
i!s therefore prepare ouriclves for the work, f<>r 
the (lanaanitcs will not refign up their land to 
us without fighting, but it. mull be wreded 
from them by great ftruggles in war. Lot ns 
then fend fpies, who may take a view of the 
goodneL ol the land, and what flrength it is 
of. lint above all things, let ns lie of one 
mind * and let us honour God, who above all 
is our helper and aflillcr.” 

2 . Wur.w Moles had laid thus, the multi- 
lude requited him with marks of reipcCl : and 
chofe twelve fpies, of the moll eminent men, 
one out of each tribe, who, palling over all the 
land of Canaan, from the borders of Egypt, 
eirnc to the city Hamath, and to mount Leba¬ 
non ; and having learned the nature of the 
Ln 1, and of its inhabitants, they came home, 
having 'pent forty days in the whole work. 
Thee a if.) brought with them of the fruits 
which the land bare : they alio fhev/ed them 
the excellency of thofc fruits, and gave an ac¬ 
count of the great quantity of the good things 
afforded, which were motives to the 
mult,jtude td“gy to war. But then they terri¬ 
fied them again' with the great difficulty there 
was in obtaining it: that the rivers were (o 
large and deep that they could not he palled 
over novithat die bills were fo high that they 
coutli not travel along for them ; that the cities 
'•ly. re ftrong with walls, and their firm fortifi¬ 


cation,' round about- them. Thev told them 
alio, ilia: they found a" Mbron the pollaity 
; oi the giants. Ai cdvding’4| ihefo Ipu.s, who 
had Icc.n the land of dnv.ar, wlut) they per-* 
cc 1 'v! that |’d thde d.ffiuh, -s weie greater 
there than they bn! m- v, ith fmec they came 
out oi Egypt, they were ffiVigiyud at them 
themic!ves, and cudeav-•ured to aiiright the 
multitude olio. 

i, So they luppou f. |Vrm what thev had 
he. ho, that if was imp.tihbln to get the pidli-f- 
lio'i of the country. Ami when the • mg, n ga¬ 
llop was dii’oived, th'-y, their wive., mu! rhil- 
dren, continued their EineuMtinu, as if t lod 
would not indeed afh.R them, hut only pro* 
miled them iaar. They alio again hi, mud 
Moles, and made a <Tui.our a-ah. Ft hit i, ami 
his brother Aaron, the Ida h pric.t. Accotd- 
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' hinder men of true courage from auanpiing 
them, cfpecially while God womd take care oj 
them hefore-hand, and he aliiiI'm! to them, 
Lotus then go, faid they, acah.f. mm emm.it , 
and have no fufpieion of ill Riccm., trolling in 
God to conduit us, and&1lowing; thole fliaf 
| are to be our leaders. 'T hus did t-bde.two ex¬ 
hort them, and endeavour to pacify the mg' 
they were in. Ibt^ Moles and Aaron, Gil <>u 
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the ground, anil belbught God : not. for their | 
own deliverame, hut tli.it he would put a flop 
to "vhut the people were umv why doing, and 
would l.riim their mimh to :i uwet temper, 
which were now dilordeml i y their prelent 
folium. The cloud alio did umv appear, and 
Hood over the tabernacle, and declared to them 
the prck'Ke ol Clod to be there. 

c: it a \\ xv. 

;7oW' Ad /s rrv.r diff leafed at this ; and fin-fold, 
;//.;/ Ca.d re -as nn<;ny, and that they /bon/d con-i 
imm' in luc / //(/i nu‘/< jo. r pint)’ 1 cans , and 
n> t i durian fin,! 'Tn/.c j either >elurn into E- 
rrpv, £.r take PifiJ/io/, tj' Cannon. 

A '.fh/fOSh > came r.ow boldly to the mul- 

i. * 1 tit ode, and informed them, that God 
vvro moved at their abide of him, and would 
iuh’a.v punhhmim upon then., not indeed luch 
as then ii. ervv-.l fn tiieii iir.s, hut fue.h as pa¬ 
rent in hi cl on their i hildivn, in order to t Heir 
i (e :e; : on : in r, he laid, liiat when he was in 
the tains inn in, and war. bewailing with tears 
that diUrudionwhich was coming upon them, 
God put him in mind, what things he had done 
lor them, and what benefits they had received 
Irons him, and yet how ungrateful they had 
he. n to him : that j till now they had been iu- 
d.i.ed hv t ! v thnoroitbrJ - o : il e hpies to think 
tij.. Pier won!.*: wove ti V-. m ins own pro- 
mi. e to civpn ; and hut on tb’s ,u\oimf, though 
he would net indeed deJl.ov them all, nor ut¬ 
ter! \ euiermin ire their n U: >h, winch lie laid 
her sored morel hut any other part or mankind, 
yet he would, not permit them to take poilduou 
of j.md (,< Canaan, nor enjoy its luppinel.s, 
hut would make them wander in the v/ilder- 
oci’s, and live without a lined habitation, ana 
without a cky, for forty years together, as a 
pun hitmens, for this their traulgrfiion ; hut that 
he hath promiicd to give that land to our chil¬ 
dren, and that he won id make them the pofief- 
for. of thofe good tide,;.; which by your tmgo- 
vcrual podium von h ive deprivedyourfelvcs of. 

2 . V/im-.n Moils had difeourfed thus to them, 
accwiding to the diredioa of God, the multi¬ 


tude grieved, and were in affliction ; and in- 
treated Moles to procure their reconciliation to 
God, and to permit them no longer to vTVkder 
in the wilderncfs, but to bellow cities 
them. But he replied, tlW find -Xhmld not 
admit of any Inch trial; for that God was not 
moved to this determination from any human 
levity, or anger, but that lie hail ii’diicinuliv 
condemned them to that pu rudiment. Now 

we are not to difbelieve, that Molls, who w, 
but a fmgle perfon, padded lb many ten thou • 
lands when they were in angiT, a-.-ri'tmvcyhb 
them to a mildnels of temper; for God was wih 
him, and prepared the way to his perluahon? 
of the multitude; and as they had often been 
dilbbediettt, they were now fenfihle if a* hah 
dilobedicnee was diiadvantageous to them, amt 
that they had Hill thereby fallen into ca'tm.ucr. 

3. But this man was admirable f. hi: < ;r- 
tue, and powerful in making men giv credit 
to what he delivered, not only during the time 
of his natural life, hut even there i> did no one 
of the Hebrew.';, who does not aJ 1 «mu now, 
as if Mofes were prefent, and readv t.> puni'ft 
him, if lie mould do any thing that b indeecnt ; 
nay, there is no one but is obedient to win 
laws he ordained, although they might he con¬ 
cealed in their tranfgrolfunis. '1 here arc abb 
many other demonftrations that .l*.n> power u ,.s 
more than human : heir Hill iome there hr 
keen, who have come from the parts heydnd 
Euphrates, a journey of four months, through 
many dangers, and at great expen ces, in ho¬ 
nour of our temple ; and yet, when they had 
offered their oblations, could not partake of their 
own iacrihccs, becauie Moles had forbidden it, 
by fomewhat in the laws that did not permit 
them, or fomewhat that had hcfallcik tltem, 
which our ancient culloms made inconfiltent 
therewith : Some of thefo did 11 $ laenjj r ut :'.#■* f 
and others left their fife, rii ices id an imperfect 
condition ; nay, many were not able even at 
lirll fo much as to enter into the temple, hut 
went their ways in this Hate, as preferring a 
fubmihkm to the laws of Mofes, before C 0 ful- 

* f 

filling of their own inclinations, even vvnui 
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they had no fear upon them that any body 
1 could convict them, but only out of a reverence 
C to tbTl> own conlcience. Thus this Jegiflation, 
( t?v A 1 - v !t a{>pcarcd to be divine, made this man 
fo be ?iV dne i'upn ior to his own hu¬ 

man nature. Nay farther, a little before the 
Tegi lining of this war, when Claudius was em¬ 
peror of the Romans, and Ifnuelwas our high 
pin il, and when fo great a * famine was come 
a! us, that one tenth deal [of wheat] was 
h'In ’f r lour drachm e, and when no let's than 
'evenly tdvi oi hour was brought into tire tem¬ 
ple, al the lead oi unleavened bread (thele eori 
;uc thirty-one Sicilian, but forty-one Athenian 
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medimni) not one of the priefis was fo hardy 
as to cat one crumb of it, even while lb great a 
ditlrels was on the land ; and this out of a dread 
of the law, and of that wrath which Cod re¬ 
tains againfl ads of wickt duels, even when no 
one can accm'e the actors. Whence we are 
not to wonder at what was then done, while 
to this very day the writings left by Moles have 
fo great a force, that even thole that bateaus 
do confefs, that he who cllshlilhcd this fettle- 
meet was God, and that it was by the means 
of Moles, and ol Ids virtue : But as to thefc 
matters, let every one take them as he thinks 
lit. 


Tin , great famine, in the d.m of Claudius, is again mentioned in Antic]. 15. XX. eh. ii. §'•<>. and Acts >.i. ?.!!. 


BOOK IV. 


Containing the Interval of Thirty-eight Tears. 

i i'’ro'o'i the Uej, Tiion ol that Generation to the Death of Mofes. ] 


C I-I A P. I. 


7 he V:"ht of the TTeurcivs with the Canaanites , 
•zvithaH (hr Conf.nl of Mofes , and the:r Dc- 
fe.u. 


') i.fk T()\V this Utc of the Hebrews in the 
I wiklerncis was fodifagreeahle and 

A trouhleforne to them, and they 

. werct- A^rmcaiV at it, that although Cod had 
forbidden them’I'd meddle with the Canaanites, 
„ } et coufd they not he perluaded to he obedient 
to the words of Moles, and to be quiet; but 
luppohng they fhould be able to beat their ene¬ 
mies, gym)-without his approbation, they ac- 
Teuicv! him, and fulpcded that he made it his 
' ’briefs to keep them in a diftrclled condition, 


that they might always (land in need of Ins at- 
hltance. Accordingly they refolved to light 
with the Canaanites, and laid, that God gave 
them his abidance, not out of regard to Moles’ 
intercalllons, but becaule he took care of tlicit 
entire nation, on account of their fire-fathers, 
whole affairs he took under Ids own conduct ; 
as alfo, that it was on account ol* their own vir¬ 
tue that he had formerly procured them then 
liberty, and would ite addling to them notv 
they were willing to take pains for it. They 
alfo laid, that they were of themlelvcs of abilities 
fulhciciit forlhe conqm.fi: ol their enemies, al¬ 
though Mofes fhould have a mind to alienag. 
God from them : That however it was lor the. 

ud\a u 
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advantage to he their own mailers, and not fo 
tar to rejoice in their deliverance from the in¬ 
dignities they endured under the Egyptians, as 
to bear the tyranny of Moles over them, and 
tofu Her thcmlelves to be deluded, and live ac¬ 
cording to hvs pieaiure, as though God did on¬ 
ly lovetel wint concerns us out of his Icindnefs 
to Id.m, as if they were not ail the pollerity of 

A lira h am, that Cod made him alone the author 

, # 

oi ail the knowledge we have, and we mull ftill 
learn it from him: That, it would he a piece of 
prudence to oppoie his arrogant pretences, and 
to put their confidence in God, and to refolvc 
to take pofleflion of that land which he had pro- 
miied them, and not to give ear to him, who, 
on this account, and under the pretence of di¬ 
vine authority, forbad them fo to do. Confi- 
d taring therefore the dill refled Hate tliey were in 
ai prd’ent, and that: in thole deiart places they 
were frill to expect tilings would he'tv or tc with 
them, they refolved to light with the Ganaanites, 
as (uhmitting only to God, their iupreme com¬ 
mander, md not waiting for any afliilance from 
their legiftator. 

2 . Wuj'X therefore they liad come to this 
rciolution, as being bell for them, tltey went 
again ft their enemies; but thole enemies were 
not difmayed either at the attack if (elf, or at the 
■.'•re it multitude that made it, and received them 
\.i h great courage. Many of the Hebrews 
were lie.hi ; and llie remainder of the army, up¬ 
on the di(order of their troops, were purfued, 
and lied, after a fhamcfui mas imer, to their camp. 
Whereupon this unexpected misfortune made 
them quite defpond ; and tliey hoped for nothing 
that was good, as gathering from it, that this 
afiiiclion came from the wrath of God, becaule 
thev ntlhly went out to war without ills appro¬ 
bation. 

p But when Motes faw how deeply they 
were afiefled wit!i this defeat, and being afraid 
h ft the enemies (houlcl grow infolent upon this 
vlflory, and lhould he defwous of gaining ftill 
greater glory, and lhould attack them, refolved 
that it was proper to withdraw the army into 
the wilderncfs to a farther dillanee from the 
Ganaanites : So the multitude gave themfelVes 
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up again to his conduct; for they were fenfihle, 
that without his care for them, their affairs could 
not be in a good condition ; and he eaufetf* the 
hoft to remove, and he went farther intcG'ne 
wilderncfs, as intending thH-t*"!fRGwlK.-m refi, 
and not to permit them to fight tin Gamauites 
before God lhould afford them a nioie ‘ '• oura- 
hle opportunity. 


CHAP. II. 

fbe Sed'tv,;/ of Corah y and of lie Millionth , 

agahijl Mof-s, and uganjl }/n l’j olht.r, <or- 

ccrning lhe Vricjlbuod. 

§ i. nPHAT which is ufually the cash r.f 
X great armies, mid cipeci,d!y upon if 
fuccefs, to he hard to tie plea led, and g< -<xi ru- 
ed with difficulty, did now liclu.I the |ews; e-r 
they being in number fix hundred thousand, 
and by rcalon of then- great multitude, not 
readily i'ubjed. to their governors, even in prof- 
perity, they at this time were more than u- 
fually angry, both againll one another, and 
again!! their leader, been ufe of the diltretd they 
were in, and the calamities they then endured. 
Such a fedition overtook them, as we haw 
not the like example either among the Creel 
or the Barbarians, by which they were in 
danger of being all deflroycd, hut were iwt- 
witlrtlanding laved by Moles, who would not 
remember that he had been almofl Honed to 
death by them. Nor did Cod ncgledl to pre¬ 
vent their ruin, but notwithllanding the indig¬ 
nities tliey had offered their legiflaior, and the 
laws, and [their difobedienCc to J the command¬ 
ments which he had lent them by Moles, he 
delivered them -from thole terrible calamities, 
which, without his providential care, had been 
brought upon them by this iedition,, ■. fix L-Mu 
firll explain the c.iuie whence this .fedition 
aroie, and then will give art account of the 
(edition itfelf; as alio of what fcttlements Mo¬ 
les made for their government, after it was 
over. 

2. Corah, an Hebrew of principal account, 
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hofli by his family and by his wealth, one that 
vas alio able to fpeak well, and one that could 
<J;ifd-- ,-cri!lade the people by his fpeeches, law 
,i , * Moles was in an exceeding great dignity, 
„U> 1 was im^af' .u -'it, and envied him on that 
vo#it (he was of the lame tribe with Mofes, 
and ol km’ to him) was particularly grieved, 
beeaufe he thought he better deferved that lion- 
onrablc poll, on account of his great riches, and | 
apt inferior to him in his birth. So lie railed a 
claiT^ uy a gain ft him among the Levitcs, v.duj 
were ol the lam,, tribe, and efpeeially among 
his kindred, laying, “ That it was a very fad 
thing that they fliould overlook Mofes, while he 
hunted after, and paved the way to glory for 
himlelf, and by ill arts Ihould obtain it, under 
the pretence of God’s command, while, con¬ 
trary to the laws, he had giyen the priellhood 
to Aaron, not by the common fuffrage of the 
multitude, but by his own vote, as bellowing 
dignities in a tyrannical way on whom he plea- 
led. He added, that this concealed way of 
impoling on them was harder to be borne, than 
if it had been done by an open force upon 
them, becaufe he did now not only take away 
their power without their confent, hut even 
while they were unappriled of his contrivan¬ 
ces againll them ; for wholocver is conlcious 
to himlelf that he deferves any dignity, aims to 
tf> get it by perluaiion, and not by an arro¬ 
gant method of violence ; but thofe that believe 
it impoffiblc to obtain thofe honours juftly, 
they make a Ihcw of goodnefs, and do not in¬ 
troduce force, but by cunning tricks grow wick¬ 
edly powerful: That it was proper for the 
multitude to punifh fuch men, even while they 
think themfclvcs concealed in their deligns, 
and not fufler them to gain ‘llrength till they 
have them for their open enemies. For what 
accratpl,'• tailed * s Mofes able to give, why 

he has bellowed the priellhood on Aaron and 
his fons ? for if God had determined to be¬ 
llow that honour on one of the tribe of Levi, 

I am more worthy of it than lie is, I myfelf 
being e^uai to Mofes by my family, and fupe- 
to him both in riches and in age : but 
Tf God had determined to bellow it on the el¬ 
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d tie* mi fe to t hole of his own tribe; and when 
thofe words did gradually frrea 1 to more of 
the people, and when die heave'Hi ill added to 
what tended ro the leandais that v ne call 
upon Aaron, the whole army ins full of them. 
Now oi thole that conlpired with (Arab there 
were two hundred and fifty, and thofe of the 
principal men alfo, who were eager to have 
the priellhood taken away from Mob's’ bro¬ 
ther, and to bring him into disgrace: N,:y, 
the multitude theinielves were provoked to be 
feditious, and attempted to fume Moles ; and 
gathered themielves together after an indecent 
manner, with confulion and uifnrber. And 
now they ail were, in a tumultuous manner, 
railing a clamour before the tabernacle el’God, 
to proiccutc the tyrant, and to relieve the mul¬ 
titude from their llavery under him, who, un¬ 
der colour of the divine commands, laid vio¬ 
lent injunflions upon them; for that had it 
been God who chofe one that was to j erronn 
the office of a priell, he would have railed a 
worthy perfon to that dignity, and would not 
have produced fuels an one as was inferior to 
many others, nor have given him that o/ilce ; 
and that in cafe he had judged i: (it to bellow 
it on Aaron, he would have permitted it m the* 
multitude to bellow it, arid not nave jJl it to 
be bellowed by ills own brother. 

4. Now although Moles had a great while 
ago forefeen this calumny of Corah, and had 
ffien that the people were in hated) yea wj.-, be 
not affrighted at it ; hut being < 1 pond courage, 
becaufe he had given them right adwet about 
tlieir affairs, and knowing that his brotocr had 

2 C been 
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been made partaker of the prieflhood at the 
command ol fIod, and not by hi; own favour 
to nini, he r.nne to the aOunbly; ami, as for 
fie muUituth, lie faid not a wO; 1 to them, 
but {pahe a;; loud to Corah as he «■ cbd ; and 
being Very Ikiihd in mahiny ineeeiies, and hav¬ 
ing this natural falenl among (.titers, that lie 
. oukl >ne.itiy Tuove. the multitude with his dii- 
.•oiirfe?, lie laid, O Corah, hoih thou, and all 
’dele uah thee (pointing to the two hundred 
and fitly men) them to he worthy ol this hon¬ 
our ; nor do 1 protend but that this whole com¬ 
pany may bo worthy of the like dignity, al¬ 
though they may not be fo rich, nor lo great 
as you. are : Nor have l taken and given this 
ofiiec to my brr.-lher, became lie excelled others 
la riches, lor 1 its-u exceeded ' us both in the 
gveatnek oi thy wealth : nor indeed bccauie he 
was of an eminent fund a; for Cod, by giving 
us the fume common amvnor, lias made our 
funnies c phi : nto, nor was it out of brother¬ 
ly affection, which another might vet have juft- 
jvUoiuu- tor ccrtnmly, imdels 1 had hollowed 
this honour i \:i of repaid to God,, and to Ins 
laws, 1 had not rail, .1 hv my fell”, and given it 
to another, as being jaeger of Idn to my fell 
than Co my broth,*.-, and hexmg clntu intimacy 
with tv.vie :i than 1 h :ve vf;h him ; lor lurcly 
would »h>t tie a xvic tinny lor me to expole 
myCli to the d .tigers or otlending, and to he- 
■ cue ■ up; y employment on this account 
: .pc., rrot.’mr. Hut 1 run above Inch hale 
"nidxxr j’*.m; v, undo God have overlooked 
matter, and (ecu hisnldli thus d-efpikd. rpor 
\U.oM he halve fu tTeied you to l*,e ignorant of 
wb.ay you weie to do, in order to plealo him ; 

: lie tintii hw-icil choler, one that is to pet- 

l:orm that t;-v.ted oiiiee to him, and therein' j 
feed its from that care. So that it was not a 
thing that j pretend to give, but or.lv accord¬ 
ing to the figHrminafmn of God: 1 therefore 
• a mule it Hill to hr contended for by inch, as 

t • 

me:;:’, to put in for it, only defining, that lit 
Thu has been tdicadv preferred, and has al¬ 


ready obtained it, may be allowed now alfo t 
offer himfelf for a candidate. He prefers you 
peace, and your living without {‘edition, :?g! hi 
honourable employment, although in truj.gr i 
was with your approbation’ thaCJie pi'.'rained If 
for though God were the donor, yet do in* w 
offend when we think lit to accept V.r u v, iti 
your good will; yet would it hove been an in 
itauee of impiety not to have taken that hon¬ 
ourable employment when he offered it ; lim¬ 
it had been exceeding unrc&fonable, wig”' ..t d 
had thought lit any one lhoul.1 hove if for . SI 
time to come, and had made .it lecure and firm 
to him, to have refilled it. How ever, he 1dm- 
felf will judge again who it Ilia!! he whom be 
would have to offer facriiices to him, and to 
have the direction of matters of religion ; be 
it is ahlurd that Corah, who is ambiik us of 
this h.ononr, Ibould deprive God of the power 
of giving it to whom he pleafts. i’ut an end 
therefore to >oor lediticm and diflmbanco (>u 
this account ; am.; to-morrow morning do crew 
one of you that delnc the prieillmod bring a 
confer from, home, and come hither with in~ 
cenfe and fire: And do thou, O Coral:, leave 
the judgment to God, and await to fee on which 
hde he will cjve his determination upon this 
oceahon. hut do not thou make tliyielf greater 
than God. Do thou alio come, that this con- 
telf about this honourable employment may rc- 
| cgive determination. And l iuppole we may 
| admit Aaron without offence, to offer hnufoif 
to this ferutiny, iince lie is of the lame lineage 
w illi tliyielf, and has done nothing in his prieit- 
h.ood that can he liable to exception. Come 
ve therefore together, and offer your incenfc 
in public before all the people ; and when you 
( ile r it, he whftjc faciihce Clod ilxu.il accept 
ihaii he ord.fmed to the pi id) hood, ambffgdl he 
i t lea’’ ol the prehnr calumny ()n AarKsg^jjs -if I 
had grant til him tlffit favour bccauie lie was 
my brodier,” 
j 

C II A ; . 
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" f hojc that JYirrc l up this Sedition were dc - 
-I -~''>ditig to the Will of God; and 

Urot her, hath he and his 
ued the Prieflhood. 

•') *■ ... ^. '.N Moles had laid this, tlicmul- 

V V tuude left of]' the turbulent beha¬ 
viour they had indulged, ;;ncl the fufpicion they j 
foul ot Melos, and commended what he had 
- w U lor tlio! ■ propof.ds were good, and were fo 
■: llccim'd ol thepconfe. A; that time therefore 
t!;•••)' diifoived the aflcmldyl But on the next j 
d iy they came to the congregation, in order to 
he present at the 1.. ukce, and at the delerml- 
n.U'oii that was to he aiule hetween the candi¬ 
date: lor the pried hood. Now this congrega¬ 
tion proved a turbulent one, and the multitude 
were in great hdynucc in expectation of what 
was to he done ; for .tome of them would have ! 
neen pbuted if Moles had been convicted of’! 
evil sunt:hi■ n , hut the wifer fort dehred that j 
they might he delivered horn the prelent dilor- j 
d„ r and ddlurhanr.c ; for they were afraid, that J 
d t ’ ua Edition went on, 1 he good order of their 
Ictllemcnt would rather he. ffi. Ilroyed ; hut the 
whole body ol people do niturally delight in 

* . . • O 

clamours agimft their governeus, and by chan¬ 
ging their opinion'' upon the harangue* of every 
Jpeiker, diflurb try public trancjunity. And . 
now Moles lent melfengers for A hi ram and Da- 
than, and ordered them to come to the affeittblv, 
and wait there for the holy offices that were to 
be performed. But they anfwered the mef- 
fenger, that they would not obey his fummons ; 
nay, would not overlook Moles’ 'behaviour, who 
was growing too great for them by evil pra&i- 
< es. Now when Moles heard of this their sn- 
fwer, he defired the heads of the people to fol¬ 
low him, and he went to the faction ofDatlum, 
not fskii-dog A ,w-y frightful tiling at al! to go to 
thefe dolcnt people : lo they made no ogpoii- 
fion, but 'vent along with him. But Duihan ! 
and his aiTociates, when they unuerftood that I 
Moles, and the principal of the people, v.-nv | 
coming to them, they came out with their wises j 
Jf’.>d children, and brood before their terns, and j 
mohed ru fee what Molls would do. They I; 
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had alfo their fervants about them to defend 
theinfelves, in cafe Moles ihould ufc force again!! 
them. 

2. Bur he came near, and lifted up hus¬ 
bands to heaven, and cried out with a loud 
voice, in order to he heard by the whole mul¬ 
titude ; and laid, “ O Lord of the creatures 
that are in the heaven, in the earth, and in the 
lea ; for thou art the moll, authentic vvitneia to 
whs.t 1 have done, that it has all been done by. 
thy appointment, and that it was thou that af- 
ioidcuii us alii fiance when vve attempted any 
thing, and lliewedft mercy on the Hebrews in 
all their diflrc'des: do thou come now, and 
hear all that 1 fay; lor no action, nor thought, 
clcapes thy knowledge; id that thou wilt not 
dildain to fpcalc ay hat is true, for my vindica¬ 
tion, without any regard lo the ungrateful im¬ 
putations of thole men. As for what was done 
before i was born, thou knowcfl l ed, as not 
learning them by report, but feeing them, and. 
being prdent Avith them when tin v were done ; 
hut lor what has been done of late, and which 
thole men, although they know tlum well 
enough, urnuftly p r etcnd to lulpecl, b * thou 
my witnels. When ! lived a pnv.ua quiet life, 

I left thole good tilings, which bv my own di¬ 
ligence, arid b,v thy eounfcl, 1 enjoyed with 
Hague! my father-in-law, and 1 gaAcmyfdfvp 
to this people, and underwent mat.y rnifeiics 
on their account. 1 alfo bore great labours, at 
firfl in order to obtain lihviifor them, and 
now in order to their pr*. ilrvatum ; and have 
always IheAvn myilif wady to. vffiil them in 
j every di fire's of theirs. Now therefore, lince 
i 1 am fufpedted,by thole Very men vvhade berg 
is owing to rny lal.oirs, umic thou, as it is 
j mum table to hope thou wilt ; iffim. 1 lay, Ash > 
j ihcAvedit me that fire at mount Bin ti, and 
! madcil me to Lear its voi< c, and to fee the h- 
| ve 1 wonders which that pi tee ;.'lorded me: 

thou who com:n:mdedfi me to on to 1 pi, oil 
I dyelare thy will to this pcoj let Ton who dh- 
, tiabi'dfl ti:e ha: ].v el!etc oi ti e fffiu: ..nil 

I gevedit US Op 1 ; t ‘! i i I ■ • Of !'\ ;,■ ■ .O.'Si' OW" 
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nion of Pharaoh inferior to my dominion : thou 
who did ft make the fea dry land for us, when 
we knew not whither to go, and didft over¬ 
whelm the Egyptians with thole deftrudive 
waves which had been divided for us : Emu who 
lidtl bellow upon us the fecuriiv of weapons 
who it we were naked : thou who didft make 
the fountains that were corrupted to flow fo as 
to be lit for drinking, and didft furnifh us with 
water that came out of the rocks, when we 
were in the great eft. want of it: thou who didft 
preferve our lives w ith [quails] which was food 
from the fea, when the fruits of the ground 
failed us : thou who didft fend us fuch food 
from heaven, as had never been been before: 
thou who didft luggelt to us the knowledge of 
thy laws, and appoint us a form of govern¬ 
ment : come thou, 1 lay, O Lord of the whole 
world, and that as fuch a judge and a witnefs 
to me as cannot be bribed, and ihew how 1 
have never admitted of any gift againft juflice 
from any of the Hebrews ; and have never 
condemned a poor man, that ought to have 
been acquitted, on account of one that was rich ; 
and have never attempted to hurt this com¬ 
monwealth. 1 am now here prefent, and am 
faipedled of a thing the remote!!: from my in¬ 
tentions, as if I had given the priefthood to 
Aaron, not at thy command, but out of my 
own favour to him : do thou at this time de- 
monftrate, that aft thing", are admiaiftered by 
thy providence, and that nothing happens by 
chance, but is governed by thy will, and there¬ 
by attains its end : as allb demonftrate, that 
thou takeil care of thole that have done good to 
the Hebrews: demonftrate this, .1 fay, by the 
puniflunent of Abiram and Dathan, who con-, 
demn thee as an mfoniible being, and one over¬ 
come bv my contrivances. This wilt thou do, 
by inflicting Inch an ('pen punilhment on thefe 
men, who fo madly fly in the face of thy glo¬ 
ry, as will take them out of the world, not in 
an ordinary manner, but fo that it may appear 
they do not die after the manner of other men ; 
At that ground on which they tread upon Open 
about them, and confume them with their fa¬ 
milies and goods. This will be a demonllra- 
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tion of thy power to all men ; and this me¬ 
thod of their fufferings will he an inllrudion, 
of wifdom for thofe that entertain profat.: ten * 
timents of thee. By this means 1 ‘ball be ‘o ’-.ft 
a good fervant, in the precept., ftu *i baft given 
by me. But if the calumnies they have rail!: 1 
againft me be true, inayil thou pi e.effc llsefh 
men from every evil accident, and bring all 
that deftrudion on me which I have impreca¬ 
ted upon them. And when thou bail iiftlidrci 
punilhment on thole that have endeavour,ft ft. 
deal unjuftly with this people, bdftw upon 
them concord and peace, have this nuilmudn 
that follow thy commandments, and prdlrvu 
them free from harm, and let them not partake 
of the punilhment of thofe that have linned ; 
for thou knowell thyfelf, it is not juft, that for 
the wickednels of thole men, the whole body 
of the Ifraelites Ihould lulfer punilhment." 

3. When Moles had laid this, with tears in 
his eyes, the ground Was moved on a hidden ; 
and the agitation that fet it in motion was like 
that which the wind produces in waves of the 
fea. The people were all ali.ightcd; and the 
ground that was about their 1 -nts funk down, 
at the great nolle, that tenable lound, and car¬ 
ried whatfoever was dear to the (editions into 
itlelf, who fo entirely perifhed, that there win 
not the leaft appearance that any men had ever 
been feen there; the earth that had opened it- 
felf about them doling again, and becoming en¬ 
tire as it was before; infomuen, that fuch as 
faw it afterward did not perceive that any fuch 
accident had happened to it. Thus did thefe 
men perilh, and become a demonllration of the 
power of God. And truly, any one would la¬ 
ment them, not only on account of lift , cala¬ 
mity that betel them, which yet dd'erves our 
commiferation, but alio becaufe their kindred 
: were pleated with their.fullering IqvTncy for¬ 
got the relation they bare to them, and at the 
light of this fad accident approved of the judg¬ 
ment given againft them ; and becaufe they 
looked upon the people about Dathan as pel In¬ 
tent men, they thought they perifhed as fuch, 
and did not grieve for them. / . 
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4. And now Moles called for thole that con- 
4 ten<!<d about the priellhood, lliat trial might he 
Nmftf' who Ihouid he pried ; and that lie whole 
jfrfdit e God was bell pleaied with, might be or- 
d.diu d to that function. There attended two 
Nuittd-vd and fifty men, wlio indeed were ho¬ 
rn • mV iN'the people, not only on account of 
tin power ol their anecllors, but alio on account 
of t heir own, in which they excelled the others: 
cAatOii alio and Corah came iorth, and they all 
odtu d inceni’e, in thole confers of theirs which 
tw . brought with them, be)ore the tabernacle. 
f kicopon iogreat a i 1 re lhoncout as no one ever 
i ,w in any tiling that is made by the hand ox 
man, mither in thme eruptions out of the earth 
th.u are earned liy luhterrancous hurifmgs, nor 
in iuc! 1 fires as tulle of their own accord in the 
vo >ds, v. lien the agitation is eauied by the mw 
| doing one ugainll auotlicr ; but this lire was 
very bright, and liad a terrible flame, Inch as 
is ki lulled at l lie command of God; by whoie 
irruption on them, allyho company, and Co¬ 
ral! himfelf, were *' ddlroved, and this fo en¬ 
tirely, that their very bodies left no remains be¬ 
hind them, Aaron alone was preferred, and 
not at ill! hurt by the fire, bceaute it was (bid 
that feni the lire to burn thole only who ought 
to be burned. Hereupon Moles, alter theie 
men were deflroyed, was delimits that the me¬ 
mory or this judgment might be delivered down 
to p.dlerity, and that future ages might be ac¬ 
quainted with it ; and fo he commanded Elca- 
y.ar, tiie fern of Aaron, to put their center, near 
the brazen altar, that they might he a memo¬ 
rial to poflerity of what theie men m Tiered, lor 
iuppofmg that the power of God might he elu¬ 
ded. And thus Aaron was now no longer ei- 
■ tvemed to have the priellhood by the favour o' 
Moles,hut by the public judgment ol (lod : and 
thu« he V^biiildren^pejceahly enjoyed that 
honour afterward. 
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out oppofmg them, and this left lie ftiouhl im- 1 
bitter the multitude : he only delived the heads 
of the tribes to bring their ♦ rods, with the 
names of their tribes inferibed upon them, and 
that he fhould receive the* priefthood in whole 
rod God Humid give a iigu. This war, agreed 
to. So tine reft brought their rods, as did 
Aaron alto, who had wiitten the tribe ol Levi 
on his rod. Thole rods Moles laid up in the 
tabernacle of God. On the next day he 
brought out the rods, which were known from 
one another by thole, who brought them, they 
having diftindtly noted them, as had tire mul¬ 
titude alio ; and as to the reft, in the lame j 
form Moles had received them in that they ; 
law them ftill, hut they alfo law buds and j 
branches grown out of Aaron’s tod, with ripe 
traits upon them ; they were almonds, the rod 
hfcvimr been cut out of that tree. The people ! 
were lo ame/ed at thus ftrange light, that 
though Moles and Aaron were before under 
fomc degree (if hatred, they now laid that 
hatred alule, and began to admire the judg¬ 
ment or God coneerning tiiem ; fo that here- 
alter they applauded what God had decreed, 
and permitted Aaron to enjoy the priefthood 
peaceably. Ann! tiiusGwl ordained him piieft 
three leveral timin': and he retained that ho¬ 
rn -or with(-ut father dilUnlxmcc. And here- j 
b> tiiio l-.-ehtion oi (!w .Hebrew-., which had • 
been ikgti,.it on<g and had I.tiled a great while, 
>v'v' ai fdi com poled. 

g. And now Meigs, becenfe the tiibe of 
Lew wis made hvv iron’ war, and warlike I 
caper lions, and was ill apj’.t lor the di'.'me i 
wo rib ip, fail they mould Want, and leek after 
the need! uses of hie, and m neghct the tem¬ 
ple, commanded the I lebrews, according to 


land cubits would extend from the walls of 
the city. And befidcs this, he appointed tha: . 
the people fhould pay the tithe of their mums 
fruits of the earth, both to the Levitcs, and : 
the priefts. And this is what that tribe receives 
of. the multitude ; but I think it nccdlary to 
fet down what is paid by all peculiarly To ihe 
priefts. 

j ^j. Accordingly he commanded the Le¬ 
vi tes to yield up to the priefts thirteen of theft 
forty-eight cities, and to fet apart for /ken. 
tire tenth part of the tithe which they every 
yeai receive of the people ; as alio, that it was 
but juft to oiler to God the full fruits of the 
entire product of the ground ; and that they 
Ihould offer the firii born of thole four-footed 
heads that are appointed for facrificcs, if it ho 
a male, to the priefts, to he flain, that they, 
and their entire families, may eat them in the 
holy city ; hut that the owners of thole iirft 
horn, which are not appointed for faeriliees in 
the laws of our country, fhould bring a Ihc- 
kel and a half in their Head; hut for the firii 
i horn of a man, live fhekcls : that they fhould 
. alfo have the iirft fruits out of the {hearing of 
die fheep ; and that when any baked bread- 
corn, and made loaves of it, they Ihould give 
j fo mew hat of what they had baked to them. 

! Moreover, when any have made a lacred vow, 

1 mean thofe that are called ALxw/'/V.r, that 

I M 

! fuller their hair to grow long, and uie no 
| wine, when they f confecrate their hair, and 
' oiler it for facrilice, they are to allot that hair 
I for the priefts [to he thrown into the nre.j 
j .Such alfo as dedicate themfelves to Cod, as a. 

| corbnn, which denotes what the Greeks call 
I a yv 7/ 5 when they are ddirous of being freed 
| from that miniftrlltion, are to lay down mo :ev 


lire will of God, Cat when they Could gain j for the priefts; thirty fhekcls if it he a woman, 
the poftcllion of the Imul of Canaan, they and fifty if it he a man: TCjjfc; lie-too 

ihould aftign ftniy-oight good and fair cities | poor to pay the appointed him it {hail he law- 


to the Lev iter. ; and permit them to enjoy! fid for the priefts to determine that hum as 
their kiluirbr, as iar as the limit oi two thou- they 

J 

* Conwniin;' :i.;i>- ,•.veilr ro'.!;;.g»j the rwelre nines of ; -I Grotius on Numb. vi. i8. takes notice, tint the 
iliviel, S’-e f>i C.vu'.T.t':. iC'.onm, much tin ; er tb:>n that , Gmd - . i!<>, as well as live Jews, lometinieb 
» i .im nil)!., j o .( “■ i : . Jut i lilts*) prcient ao ! the h.ur i/l their heads to the gods. m 

c.'Unt in Ionic mt J.tu - Lng.r a !>.. j 
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they think fit. And if any flay licafts at home 
for a private feftival, but not for a religious 
->rc obliged to bring the maw, and 
' lead j and the right fhoulder 
:e, to the priefts. With theft 
’* ivu ived that the prieds Ihould he 

pkutVftuftv maintained, befides what they had i 
out of thole offerings for tins, which the peo¬ 
ple gave them, as 1 have let it down in the ! 
foregoing hook. He alfo ordered, that out of; 
everi. thing allotted for the priefts, their fer-j 
vents, [their loirs] their daughters, and their j 
wives, Ihoukl partake, as well as themlelves, 
etiepftng what c.ime to them out of the lacri- 
Lces th.it were oftered i• *r iins ; lor of thole, i 
.•ic.ne hut the males of the family of the priefts 
j night eat ; and this in the temple alio, and 
that the fame day they were oftered. 

<g When JViofes had math; theie cnnftitu- 
fions, after the (edition was over, he removed, 
together with the whole army, and came to 
tiir borders ol Idumea., lie then lent ambit- 
tudors to the king of the Idumeans, and de¬ 
ft red him to give them a paftage tlrrough his 
c ountrv, and agreed to fend 1dm what hofta- 
ges lie ftuai’d deftre, to leeure him from any 
injury. Ido deli red him alfo, that he would 
above his army liberty to buy provihons ; and, 
it lie i nil (led upon it, he would pay down 
a price for the very water they ihould drink. 
Bui the king was not pica led with this amluf- 
i.ige faun Moles ; nor did lie allow.a paftage 
i'or the army, but brought his people armed to 
meet Moles, and to hinder them, in calc they 
Ihould endeavour to force their paftage. Upon 
vdiich Moles con fulled Cod, by the oracle, 
who would not have him begin the war full ; 
and lb lie wit hdrew Ids forces, and tt a veiled 
round about through the wildernels. 

ft. Tin,yr'. thatfMiriain, the lifter ol 
Moles, came tf/lier end, having .comp!. M 
| her fortieth year lime Ihe left Egypt, on the 


1 


j * here I’f/s thid rhraft*, 7 f/v v f\c / ;:,./ T yr f r j 

•u\u i i./ag/. '.v/, f..r 7 c,it tons begun; ■ does ol Luke, 

• rv/>''» //■e iL-t /’ /I it'itt /Vr>-, ii. I. | 

f \v' iitvhri M ri.i.O ctv I, a. j'h ]>nus’s (trret cope ) 
011 ihc/pj! J.w of me mouth, ml) be i>, '■> - 


firfl dav of the lunar month Xanthicus. Thcv 
then made a public funeral for her, at a great 
c\[>cnee. She was buried upon a certam moun¬ 
tain, which they call S/t:; and when they had 
mourned for her thirty dues, Moles purified 
tlu people after this manner : IE brought an 
licider, that had never been tiled to the plough, 
or to hulbandry ; that was complete in all u,‘ 
parts, and entiiely of a red cokur, at a hole 
diftance from the amp, into a place puieft'y 
clean. This heifer was (lain by the highpneii, 
and her blood fpringled with his Unger leveu 
times, before the tabernacle of Cod ; ah', r ft 
the entire heifer was burnt in that ft ate. tege- 
thcr with its Ikin and etitrails, and ibey threw 
cedar wood, and hyiop, and Citric! wo,.], into 
the midft of the fire ; then a clean man gather¬ 
ed all her allies together, and laid them in a 
place peiiedly clean. Wiicn therefore any per- 
Ions were defiled by a dead body, they put .. 
little (d thefe allies into lpring water, with by- 
fop, and dipping part ol thefe allies in it, they 
fpiinkled them with it, both on the third day, 
and oil the ieventh, and after that they were 
clean. 1 his he enjoined them to do alio w ben 
the tribes Ihould come into their own land 
j. Now when this purification, which thu 
leader made upon the morning for his it tier, w. 
it has been now dderihed, war over, lie ca\;‘ 
ed the army to remove, and to march throng: 
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he was die elder brother, and died while the 
multitude looked upon him. lie died in the 
fame year wherein he loft his lifter, having liv¬ 
ed in all an hundred twenty and three years. 
He died on the hrft day ol that lunar month 
which is i..died by the Athenians llecatomlccm, 
by the Macedonians Lous , hut by the Hebrews 

11 J 

.S'C 'ij. 

C IT A V. V. 

JIoiv Mojes cnnfjKiTcd Sibon aud Og, Ki/nrs of , 
the s/tunrilcs, tii/if dtj! rayed their whole jinny, 
and then divided that' Land by Lot to two 
Tribes ana' a. a hidC of the lit brews. 

K) i. rip ME people mourned for Aaron thir- 
tv days ; and when this mourning 
was over, JVlnLs removed the army from that 
piece, and Ufime to the river Arnon, which il¬ 
ium;.; out of the mountains ol Arabia, and run¬ 
ning through al' that wildernefs, fell into the 
f the Aiph dtills, and became the limit between 
the land of '.in. Moabites, and the land of the | 
Amorit.es. 1 ilit;; la mi is Imitful, and iufficicnt j 
;n ',r dut.i.e a gtv *t nmnh.r ol men, with the I 
g o.l thin.-. , pi.duces. Moles i hereto re lent j 
itv fldogw,, ,n bif'on, the king of this country, 
ih 1 ■ • is* the: he would grant his army a paftage, 
..pun tv Hut to uvitv he Ihould ) Mali: to reqt tire : 

: . ""as ' d bs >.t be mould he no way injured, 
new.a" .... iu id .; courtrv whit h Hilton gove&ti- 
(p n a 1 to , b'.habitants ; ami that he: would 
iv! ■■ hi •• jv. ,\ iii.ms at Inch a. price as ihould he 


he enquired of God whether he would give him 
leave to fight ? Which when he had done, and , 
God alio promifed him the victory, he way 
himlelf very courageous, and ready to M 
to lighting. Accordingly he encomaged the 
foldiers ; and he deli red of them that they would 
take the pleafure of fighting, now God gave 
them leave fo to do. They then upon the re¬ 
ceipt of this commiffion, which they fo much 
longed for, put on their whole annrur, and 
let about the work without debt's. Ih'V’fhe 

j 

• Amorite king was not now like to himfeif 
when the Hebrews were ready to attack him, 
hut both lie him fell was aft righted at the He¬ 
brews, and his army, which before had ihewn 
themfelves to he of good courage, were then 
found to he timorous; fo they fould not fullain 
the hrft onfet, nor hear up againll the 1 khrev 
but fled away, as thinking this would afford, 
them a more likely way for their chape than 
lighting; for they depended upon their cities, 
which were llrong, from which >ei they reaped 
no advantage when they were forced to fly to 
them; for as form as the Hebrews law them 
giving ground, thev immediately purlucd them 
elofe; and when they had broken their ranks*, 
they greatly terrified them, and fmne of them 
broke oft from the reft, and ran a wav p* 
the cities. Now the Hebrews purlucd them 
bride!y, and obftinafely per fevered in the la- 
j hours th.ey had already undergone ; and being' 
i ver) fkiiful in flinging, and very dextrous in 
’ throwing of darts, or any thing cii'e of tb.g 
; kind, and ;d!o having on nothing hut light an- 


, o Mob .■ d\ C.e, even though, h.c ihould Je- 
av ts :di litem their very water. But Sihon 
oft.;hd id-, oiler, and put his army into battle- 
jr;.,'g .nyl was preparing every' thing in order 
to hinder their palling over Arnon. 

c. W or. n Moles tiiw that the Amorite king 
•a a , dkpokd to en'.er upon ludlilities with them, 
in t’u.he ought not to bear that iniu’t ; 
iv 1 if owning to we m the Hebrews from 
(M's rubmu' temper, and present the difor- 
’ ■ "hid: arc if Heme, wlticli had been the 
. ,Ci ua.m of their former Edition (nor indeed 
r.re they now thormtihly eafy in tli-eiu minds) 


d mour, wh.ich made them quick in the pursuit, 
they overtook their enemies ; and for thole that 
wee moll remote, and could not k overtaken, 
they leached th$m by their flings, and tiieit 
bows, fo that many were Haiti ; find thole tiutt 
efcaped the ilaughte" vkr‘\>T*My wounded, 
and tilde were more diftreftiH with third than 
with any of thole that fought again!: them, for 
it wa' flic iummer leafon, and when the great- 
eft number of them were brought down to the 
rivet, out of a defire to drink; as a!fo when 
the others Hed away by troops, the Hebrews, 
j came 
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came round them, and fhot at them, fo tliat 
what with darts, and what with arrows, thev 
Tnade a daughter of them all. Sihon alio, their 
Tng was liain. So the Hebrews fpoiled the 
dead bodies, and took: iheir prev. The land 
ailo T ' v hich they took was lull of abundance of 
fruA a,,-d the army went all over it without 
fen, and led iheir cattle upon it, and - they took 
the enemies prifoners, for they could no wav 
uui a Hop to them, hnce all the lighting men 
we. a deilroyed. Such was the dcllruHion 
which overtook the Amoriies, who were nei-» 
tiicr fugacious in council, nor courageous in 
a (Sion. Hereupon the Hebrews took poll'd- 
Hon of their land, which is a country fituatc 
between three rivers, and naturally rei'embling 
an ifland, the river Arnon being its fouthern 
limit ; the river Jubbok determining its north¬ 
ern fide, which running into Jordan lofes its 
own name, and takes the other, while Jordan 
id'clf runs along by it, on its weltern coail. 

3. WHi.s matters were come to this Hate, 
Og, the king of Gilead and Gaulaniris, fell 
upon the Tfraclites. He brought an army with 
him, and came in haftc to the afliftancc of his 
friend Sihon. But though he found him al¬ 
ready Haiti, yet did he relolve Hill to conic and 
fight the Hebrews, fuppofmg he fhould he too 
hard for them, and being dcfirous to try their 
valour ; hut failing of his hope, he was both 
himfelf Haiti in the battle, and all his army was 
deftroyed. So Mofes palled over the river Jub¬ 
bok., and over-ran the kingdom of Og. He 
overthrew their cities, and flew all their inha¬ 
bitants, who yet exceeded in riches all the men 
in that part of the continent, on account of the 
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O’. However, his i.ill did not only i.apronc* 
the eh cum dances jot the Hebrews or the poo 
! lent, lint. by his death he was the oecnfion <0 

! ’' r ' ’ r t r 

• o inner good 1 nereis to iiicm ; ior l.uv pivJeui- 
H took tin he iixtj cities which were uu\>Mp.;i- 
ied with excellent wails, and had bwi; fahjdl 
! to him, and ali got both in gctier.d and in p.m- 
j tieular a great piey. 

I 

: G H A l\ XL 

Concern: tig Bahic.111 lie and win i Kind 

of Man be war. 

§ 1. X] OW Mofes when lie had brought his 
A. army to Jordan, pitched his camp in 
the great plain, over againJt (eiicim. This cily 
is a very happy fltuation, and very Hi for pro. 
ducing palm-trees and ballam. And uov the 
Israelites began to he very proud of tliemlelves; 
and were very eager for Hghtiug. Mobs f hen, 
after he had offered for a lew da) s iecriiirrs of 
thankfgiving to God, and feafled the people, 
lent a party of armed men tolaywafle the rtmn- 
j try of the Midlanh.es, and to take their cities. 
Now the occafion which he took for making- 
war upon them was this that follows. 

2. When Balak the king of the Moabites, 
j who had from his anccllors a friendlhip and 
league with the Midianitcs, law how great the 


goodnds of the foil, and the great quantity of Ifraelites were grown, he was much affrighted 
•.his wealth. Now Og had veny few equals, ei- I on account of his own and his kingdom's da 11- 
ther in t.hc largenefs of his btxly, or handlbme- ! gcr ; for he was not * acquainted with this, 
nefs of his appearance—^He was alfo a man of I that the Hebrews would not meddle with any 
great activity, iii^HTe life of his hands, fo that j other country, but were to be contented with 
his actions were not unequal to the vaft large- j - k T c 

* What Jofephus here remarks, is w-ftl worth our re- ! pie had reafon to fear the coiujuefls of the Ifr.uhtcs ; hut 
mark in this place alfo; viz. that the Ifraelites were neve. | that thofe countries, given them by (Vo.!, weie their pro¬ 
to meddle with the Moabites, or Ammonites, or any other i per and peculiar pon-.on among the- nations, and that ail 
people, but thofe belonging to the land of Canaan, and j who endeavoured to dilpnficfs them might ever he juhly 
the countries of Sihon and Og beyond Jordan, as far as j deftroyed by them. 
t he defart and Euphrates, and that therefore no other peo- I 



E COE, IV. 


i i 2 A N T I CMJ I T I E S 

G.e ].: liNGm o. th? land oc Canaan, God hav- 
)<!•' tor bidder: ?u< jh to go a\:y j art her. Bo he, 
••• .tb more hair: than wndom, rrioi red to make 
•'i# Attempt upon them by words; hut he did 
:-<B judge it prudent to fight againil them, af¬ 
ter l ur.y it ad 1-ad fuch pv; iperous fucccflcs, and 
won became out of ill fuccefles more happy than 
before; hut he thought to hinder them, if he 
could, from growing greater; and io herdblved 
to fend smbafladors to the Midiar.ites about 
them. Now the ft: Midianifes knowing there was 
one Balaam, who lived by Euphrates, and was 
’.he greatest of the prophets at that time, anu one 
'hat was in friendlhip with them, font feme of 
their honourable princes along with the ambaf- 
tadors of Balak, to intreat the prophet to come 
to them, that hr might imprecate curfes to 
"he deUruction of the llraelUes. So Balaam re- 
u-ived the ambafifadon, and treated them very 
kindly ; and when he had hipped, he cnquiied 
.vli.it was God's will ? and what this matter 
was lor which the Midianiles entreated him 
to cotne to them ? But when God oppofed 
this going, he came to the ambafiadors, and 
told them, that lie was himfelf very willing 
and dcitrous to comply with their rcquefl; but 
informed them, that God was oppolite to his 
intentions, even that God who had railed him 
to great reputation cm account of the. truth of 
his predictions ; for that this army, which they 
iiitreated him to come to curie, was in the fa¬ 
vour of God ; on which account he advifed 
them to go home again, and not to perilll in 
their enmity again ft the Israelites : And when 
he had given them that anfvver, he difmiifcd 
the ambafiadors. • 

3. Now the Midianites, at the earned in- 

'* Note, that Jofephr.s never fuppofes Balaam to he an 
iifclatcr, nor to feck idolatrous enchantments, orto.pro- 
phefy falfely, hut to he no other than an ill-dtfpofed pro¬ 
phet'of the true God ; .nut intimates, that God’s anlwer 
the lecottd time, permitting him to go, was ironical, and 
on cieftgn that he fhould he deceived (which fort of decep¬ 
tion, by way of puriiihment for former crimes, Jofephus 
never ferupk's to admit, as ever efteeming fuch wicked 
men juftly and providentially deceived ) But perhaps we 
had hotter keep here dole to the text ; which lavs, 
Numh. xxiii. 70, 21. that God only permitted Balaam to 
go along iv:!b the ambailadors, in calc they came and called 
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1 dances and fervent intrcatics of Balak, lent 
clh.er an.baffadors to Balaam, who detiring to 
gratify the men, enquired again of God ; 
he was difpleafed at this * [lccond] trial, ; 

| hid him by no means to contradidl tin. am! 

j fadors. Now Balaam did not imagine t. 

j God gave this injunction in order to deceive 
! him, io he went along with the ambafiadors : 

J But when the divine angel met him in the way, 
| when he was in a narrow paflage, and hedged 
j in with a wall on both hides, the afs cm wjjkh 
j Balaam rode, underflood that it was a divine- 
j Ipirit that met him, and thrull Balaam to one 
j: of the walls, without regard to the flripcs which 
jj Balaam, when he was hurt by the wall, gave 
ij her; hut when the an;, upon the angel's con¬ 
tinuance to dillrefs her, and upon the ft;ip":; 

| whicli were given her, fell down, by the will 
! of God ihe made ufc of the voice of a man, 

! and complained of Balaam, as adding mqultly 
| to her; that whereas he had no fault to find v, ii b 
her in her former fervicc’to him, he now inf!idl¬ 
ed ilripcs upon her, as nor underflamling that 
Ihe was hindered from ferving him in what he 
was now going about, by the providence of 
God. And when he was diRurbcd by revdon 
of the vi .ice of the a Is, which was that of a 
man, the angel plainly appeared to If m, and 
blamed him for the Ilripcs he had given his 
afs ; and informed him, that the brute creature 
was not in fault, but that he was himfelf conic 
to obftrudl his journey, as being contrary to the 
will of God. Upon which Balaam was afraid, 
and was preparing to return back again, yet 
did God excite him to go on his intended way ; 
but added this injunction, that he fhould declare 

nothing 

, r 

him, or pofitlvely in I'll Tig on his going along with them, 
on any terms : ’Whereas Balaam feems, out of impatience, 
to have rifni up in the mintin': and his afs, and lather - 

to have called them , than flayed loft their calling him ; io 
zealous does he feem to have been forN.is reward „f divina¬ 
tion, his wages of unrigbteoufmfs. Numh. xxii. 7, 17, 18, 
37. 2 Per. ii. 15. Jude v. 11. whieh reward or wage , the 
truly religious prophets of God never required, not accept¬ 
ed, as cur jofephus juitly takes notiik in the cafe * of Sa¬ 
muel, Antic]. 15 . VI. chap, iv, § 1. and Daniel, Antic;. 
B. X. chap xi. §3. Bee alfo Gen. xiv. 22, 2.3. 2 Kings vf 
1 15, 16, 26, 27. and Ailsviii. 18,—24. 
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iu.thr.r~ but what he himfclf fhould fugged to 

' ’ ' a. 

he NT Cod had given him this charge: 
o Balak; and when the king had en- 
him in a magnificent manner, he de- 
ji!-■■_! him to go to one of the mountains to take 
vU^v *of die ftate of the camp of the Hebrews. 
'JJik himfclf aifo came to the mountain, and 
Nought the prophet along with him, with a 
royal attendance. This mountain lay over 
tluic heads, and was dillaut iixty furlong* from 
lire a;n]i. Now when he fiw them, lie defin¬ 
ed lire Swig to build him (even altars, and to 
hr:nr; him as many buds and rams; to which i 
clefircthf king did picieutiy conform. lie then j 
dev the fund does, and offered them as burnt- 1 
oTchigs, that he might obkrve fome lignal of j 
the Might of the Hebrews, Then laid he, 
H appy is tins people on whom God bellows 
the pokfeifion ot innumerable good things, and 
grants them his ov/11 providence to be their 
afliilunt, a,, s their guide ! to that there is not 
.my nition among mankind but you will be 
deemed iuperior to them in virtue, and in the 
earned prolecution of the bell rulers of life, 
and of inch as arc pure from wickednefe ; and 
will 1c tve thofe rules to your excellent children, 
and this out oi the regard that God heart’, to you, 
and the proviiicn of inch things for you as may 
render you happier than any other people under 
the fun. You lhai! retain that Lind to which 
he hath feat you, and it lhailever be under the 
command of your children ; and both all the 
efet 1), ao well as the lea, (hid! be Idled with 
their glory: and you (hall be fufficientiy nu¬ 
merous to ,lupply the world in general, and c- 
very region ol it in particular, with inhabitants 
out of your (lock. Howe very O Welled army ! 
wonder that you are bccom/io many from one 
father : Arid trul y, tlwwiand of Canaan can 
now hold yoy., aybeing yet comparatively few ; 
but know ye, that the wholeworldjis propofed 
(to be your place of habitation for ever. The 
^multitude of your polderity alfo fhall live as 
■ well in the illan'ds, as on the continent, and 
that more in number than are the liars of hea- 
Wcn. And when you are become fo many, 


; God will i\c,t re’inqulfh the care of you, but 
f will afford you an abunclano- of all good things 
! in time of peace, with vifb.ry ami dominion in 
time oi' war. May the children of your ene¬ 
mies have an inclination to fight again!! you ; 
and may they be fo hardy as to come to arms, 
and to affault you in battle : lor they will not 
return with vidlorv, nor will their return he 
agreeable to their children and wives. To fo 
gioat a degree oi' valour will you be railed by 
the providence of God, who is able to dimin- 
ilh the affluence of lomc, and to fupply the 
wants of others.” 

5. Thus did Balaam fpeak by inspiration, 
as net being in his own power, but moved to 
lay what he did bv the divine fpirit. But 
when Balak was dii'pleafcd, and laid, he had 
broken the contract he had made, whereby he 
was to come, as he and his confederates had 
invited him, by the promife of great prefents; 
for whereas he came to curie their enemies. In 
had made an encomium upon them, and had 
declared that they were the happiefl of men. 
^ To which Balaam replied : “ O Balak, if thou 
j rightly confidcrefl this whole matter, card! tin u 
fuppolc that it is in om power to he Went, or 
to lay any tiling, when the fpirit of God feizer; 
upon us ? for he puts furh words as he pleafes 
in our months, and fuch difeourfes as we are 
not ourlelves confoious of. I well remember 
by what intreaties both you and the Midianitcs 
fo joyfully brought me hither, and on that ac¬ 
count I took this journey. It was my prayer, 
that I might not put any affront upon you, as 
to what you delired of me; but God is more 
powerful than the purpofes 1 had made to ferve 
you, for thole that take upon them to forctc! 
the affairs of mankind, as from their own abi¬ 
lities, are intirely unable to do it, or to forbear 
to utter what God fuggefls to them, or to offer 
violence to his will; for when he prevents us, and 
enters into us, nothing that we lay is our own. 
I then did not intend to praife this army, nor 
to go over the Itvoral good things which God 
intended to do to their race, but' fmce'lm was 
fo favourable to them, and fo ready to bellow 

upon 
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upon them an happy life, and eternal glory, 
.he fuggefted the declaration of thofe things to | 
me. 15 nt now, hecaufe it is my dclire to ob- ! 


lige thee thyfelf, as well us the Mcdianites, 
whole intreaties it is not decent for me to re¬ 
ject, go to, let us again rear other altars, and 
offer the like facrif ces that we did before, that 
I may ice whether I can perfuade God to per¬ 
mit me to bind thefe men with curies.” Which, 
when Balak had agreed to, God would not c~ 
veil upon * fecond facrifices confent to Ins cur¬ 
ling the Ifraelitcs. Then fell Balaam upon his 
face, and foretold whatfeveral calamities would 
befal the fevcral kings of the nations, and the 
mod eminent cities, i’oine of which of old were 
not lb much as inhabited; which events have 


come to pafs among the fevcral people concern¬ 
ed, both in the foregoing ages, and in this, till 
my own memory, both by fea and by land. 
From which completion of all thefe predictions 
that he made, one may cafily guefs that the reft 
will have their completions in time to come. 

6. But Balak being very angry that the 
Ifraelitcs were not cuiled, fent away Balaam, 
without thinking him worthy of any honour. 
Whereupon, when he was juft upon his jour¬ 
ney, in order to pafs the Euphrates, he fent for 
Balak, and for the princes of the Midianitcs, 
and fpakc thus to them : O Balak, and you 
Midianitcs that are here prelent (lor I am obli- j 
ged, even without the will of God, to gratify 
you) it is true no entire deftru&ion can feize 
upon the nation of the Hebrews, neither by 
war, nor by plague, nor by fcarcity of the fruits 
of the earth, nor can any other unexpected ac¬ 
cident he their entire ruin ; for the providence 
of God is concerned topreferve them from fuch 
a misfortune, nor will it permit any fuch ca¬ 
lamity to come upon them whereby they may 
all perifh : but fome fmall misfortunes, and 
thole for a fhort time, whereby they may ap- 

* Whether Jofcphus had in his copy but two attempts 
of Balaam in all to curfe 1 Traci, or whether by this his 
twice offering facrift ..v, be meant twice befide that firltlime 
already mentioned, which yet it is not very probable, can¬ 
not now be certainly determined. In the mean time, all 
other copies have three fuch attempts of Balaam to curfe 
them in tire prefent hi dory. 


pear to be brought low, may ftill befal them ; 
but after that, they will flourilh again, to the 
terror of thofe that brought thofe milch ids up¬ 
on them. So that if you have a mind ^ 
a victory over them for a Ihort Ipace of tun.-, 
you will obtain it by following my direction; : 
Do you therefore fct out the handfomcll of inch 
of your daughters as are mod eminent for beau¬ 
ty, and proper to force and conquer the mo- 
deilv of thofe that behold them, and thefe deck¬ 
ed and trimmed to the highert degree you' are 
able : Then do you fend them to he near the 
lfraelites camp; and give them in charge, that 
when the young men of the Hebrews dd'ue 
their company, they allow it them ; and when 
they fee that they arc enamoured of them, let 
them take their leaves, and if they intreat them 
to ftay, let them not give their eonlent til] they 
have perfuaded thc-m to leave off their obeth¬ 
ence to their own laws, and the worlhip of 
that God who eftablifhed them, and to worlhip 
the gods of the Midianitcs and Moabites; for 
by this means God will be angry f at them.” 
Accordingly, when Balaam had iuggefted this 
counfcl to them, he went his way. 

7. So when the Midianites had lent their 
daughters, as Balaam had exhorted them, (lie 
Hebrew young men were allured by their beau¬ 
ty, and came to dilcourfe with them, and be- 
fought them not to grudge them the enjoy¬ 
ment of their beauty, nor to deny them their 
converfation. ■ Thefe daughters of the Midian¬ 
ites received their words gladly, and confented 
to it, and ftaid with them ; hut when they 
had brought them to be enamoured of them, 
and their inclinations to them were grown to 
ripenefs, they began to think of departing from 
them : then it westhat thefe men became great¬ 
ly difconfolate at The womens departure, and 
they were urgent wic’y.Tem Q,ot to leave them, 

1 * but 

. f This grand maxim, that Cod’s people of Ifrael could 
never be hurt, nor defroyed, but by drawing than to Jin agai/jl 
God, appears to be true, by the entire hiitory of that peo¬ 
ple) both in the Bible, and in Jofcphus, and is often taken 
notice of in them both. See in particular a mod remarka¬ 
ble Ammonite teftimony to this purpofe, Judith v. 5,_21., 
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out begged they would continue there, and be¬ 
come their wives ; and they promifed them, 
they fhould be owned as mil lrcifcs of all they 
j,rid. v This they laid with an oath, and called 
Cod for the arbitrator of what they promifed ; 
and this with tears in their eyes, and all other 
f.ten marks of concern, as might lliew how mi¬ 
ll.Table they thought themfelves without them, 
and lb might move their compallion lor them. 
So the women, as foon as they perceived they 
had made them their Haves, and had caught 
them with their eonverlation, began to fpeak 
thus to them : 

8. “ O you illuflrious young men ! we have 
houfes of our own at home, and great plenty 
of good things there, together with the natural 
aiTecfionate love of our parents and friends; 
nor is it out of our want of any Inch things that 
we come to difeourfe with you, nor did we ad¬ 
mit of your invitation with defign to prolfitute 
the beautv of our body for gain ; but taking 
you for brave and worthy inert, we agreed to 
your requcll, that we might treat you with 
fiich honours as hofpitality required : And now 
feeing you lay that you have a great aflcftion 
for us, and arc troubled when you think we 
are departing, we are not avcric to your intrea¬ 
ties and if we may receive Inch afiuranee of 
your good-will as we think can he alone liilF;- 
clcnt, we will he glad to lead our lives with you 
as your wives, but we are afraid that you will 
in time be weary of our company, and will then 
abide us, and lend us back to our parents, alter 
an ignominious manner; and they delired that 
they would excufe them in their guarding a- 
gainfl that danger." But the young men pro- 
felled they would give them any afifurance they 
fhould delire ; nor did at all contradict 

what they requefte d, Hi^ gieat was the paffion 
they l*ad for tliCfW^Tnthen, laid they, this be 
your relblutiorwf lince you make ule of fuch * 

* What Jofepbus here puts into tire mouths of thefe 
Midhruite women, who came to entice the Ifraelitea :o 
tew.Inefs and idolatry ; viz. that their worlhip of the God 
of Ifraei, in oppofition to their idol pdds, implied their 
living according to the holy laws which the true God had 
given them by Moles, in oppofition to thofe impure laws 
which were obferveti under their falfe gods, well defer ves 
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j euHoins am! comlufl of life as are cutiiely cil- 
lerent front all other men, inlmnueh tli.it your 
j kinds of food are peculiar to vonrll h’es, and 
i your kinds of drink not common to others, it 
; will be ablolutely neceii.irv, if you \.radii have 
us lor your wives, that you do with, i worlhip 
our pods : Nor can there be any ottut demon- 
ilration ol the kuidneis which you hv you al¬ 
ready have, and promile to have hereafter to us, 
than tills, tis.it you worlhip the fame gods that 
we Ho; lor has any one reafou to complain, 
that now yon are come into this cotmtiy, you 
ihould worlhip the proper gods of the lame 
country ? eipeeially while our gods are com¬ 
mon to all men, and yours luch as belong to 
nobody elie but yourlelvcs.” So they laid 
they mull either come into fuch methods of di¬ 
vine worlhip as all others came into, or clfe 
they muff look out for another world, wherein 
they may live by tliemlelve.s, aecotuing to their 
own laws. 

<). Now the young men were induced hv 
the Reminds they had for t'mle women to think 
( they Ipake very well, it; tin y gave themfelves 
up to what they perluatletl them, and Irani'- 
grelled tiieir own laws; and iuppotmg there 
were many gods, and reioiving that they would 
Fterihcc to them according to ike laws of that 
count! y which ordained them, they both were 
delighted with tin ir ilrange h:od, and went on 
to do evei v thing that the women would have 
them do, though in contradiction to their own 
laws ; fo far indeed, that this tranlgreliiou was al¬ 
ready gone through the whole army of the yc Ting 
men, and they fell into a ledition that was much 
work* than the former, and into danger of the. 
entire abcflition of their own inliitut ions ; for 
when once the youtli had tailed of thole H range 
cultoms, they went with infatiahic inclinations 
into them ; and even whete lomc of the pimci- 

pal 

our confideration ; ami (jives us a fubfl.inltal nnfon for 
the great concern that ves evir I! e n under (l,c Lw ol 
Mofes, to prclervi tlx <li.xlr.es from id o' try, ,attd m the 
worlhip of the true God, it being of >:u leh> witieijuenre 
! then, whether God's people ihould be governed by the 
holy laws of the tiue God, or by the* tin pure laws, dcu- 
ved from demons, under the Paean idolatry. 
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pai men were i'luilrious on account of the vir- jj nets of life, which confifts in adling according 
tues of their fathers, they alfo were corrupted | to our own wills, and is the right of free men, 
together with the reft. | and of thofe that have no lord over them. Navy 

xo. Even Zimri, the head of the tribe of indeed, this man is harder upon the Hebrew: 
Simeon, accompanied with Cozbi, a Midian- than were the Egyptians themfelves, as pretend- 
itifh woman, who was the daughter of Sur, a ing to pimilh according to his laws every one’s 
mari of authority in that country; and being aiding what is mod agreeable to himfelf'; hut 
delired by his wife to di (regard the Jaw of thou thy fell' better deJerveft to fufter puniih- 
Mofes, and to follow thofe (lie was ufed to, merit, who prefumeft to abolifh what every 
he complied with her, and this both by fieri- one acknowledges to be what is good for him, 
being after a manner different from his own, and aimeft to make thy fingle opinion to have 
and by taking a ftranger to wife. When tilings more force than that of all the reft ; and what 
were thus, Mofes was afraid that matters fhould I now do, and think to be right, I lhall not 
grow worie, and called the people to a congre- hereafter deny to be according; to my own len- 
gation, but then a ecu fed nobody by name, as laments. I have married, as thou faveff right: 
unwilling to drive thofe into defpair who, by ly- Iy, a Jlrangc woman, and thou hcaieil what 
ing concealed, might come to repentance ; but I do from myfelf as from one that is free, 
he laid, “ That they did not do what was ci- for truly, 1 did not intend to conceal myfelf, 
ther worthy of themfelves, or of their fathers, l alfo own, that I facriftce to thofe gods to 
by preferring plealure to God, and to the liv- whom you do not think fit to facriftce ; and 
ing according to his will: that it was fit they I think it right to come at truth by enquiring 
fhould change their courfcs, while their affairs of many people, and not like one that lives 
were flill in a good ftate ; and think that to he under tyranny, to fuller the whole hope of 
true fortitude which offers not violence to their -my life to depend upon one man : nor fhali 
laws, but that which refills their luffs. And any one find cuufe to rejoice, who declares 
bcfidcs that, he laid, it was not a reafcmable himfelf to have more authority over my ac- 
thing, when they had lived foberly in the tions than myfelf.” 

wildernefs, to act madly now they were in 12. Now wlien Zimri had faid thefe things, 
profperity ; and that they ought not to lofe, about what he and ionic others had wickedly 
now they have abundance, what they had done, the people held their peace, both out of 
gained when they had little.” And fo did he fear of what might come upon them, and be- 
cruleavour, by faying this to correct the young caufc they law that their legillator was not wil- 
men, to bring them to repentance for what ling to bring his infolencc before the public any 
they had done. farther, or openly to contend with him ; for he 

11. But Zimri arofe up after him, and laid, avoided that, left many fhould imitate the im- 
“Yes indeed, Mofes, thou art at liberty to pudenee of his language, and thereby difturb 
make ufe of fuch laws as thou art fo fond of, the multitude : upon this the afiembly was dif* 
and half, by accuftoming thyfelf to them, made folved. BIowcvw^, the mifehievous attempt 
them firm ; otherwife, if things had not been had proceed farther,, if Zimri had not "been firlt 
thus, thou hadft often been puniihed before flain, which came tcr'paT'Tfr.y the following oc- 
now, and hadft known, that the Hebrews are cafion: Phineas, a man in other re!peels bet- 
not eafily put upon ; but thou (halt not have ter than the reft of the young men, and alfo 
me one of thy followers in thy tyrannical com- one that furpafieil his contemporaries in the - 
mands, for thou doll nothing elfc hitherto, but, dignity of his father (for he*was the fun of E- . 
under pretence of laws, and of God, wickedly leazar the high prieft, and the grandlon of [Aa- 
impofe on us flavery, and gain dominion to ron] Mofes’ brother) who was greatly troubled 
thyfelf, while thou deprived us of the fweet- at 
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at what was done by Zimri,. refolved in ear- ! 
neft to infliill puniiliment on Inin, before his un- j 
worthy behaviour ihould grow llronger by im- 
muM-ty, and in order to prevent this tranfgref- 
iion from proceeding farther, which would 
happen if the ringleaders were not pun idled. 

T-I r was of lo great magnanimity, both in [ 
firength of mind and body, that when lie un- 
d.-rtook any very dangerous attempt, he did. 
not lcive it off till he overcame it, and got an 
entire victory ; fo he came into Zimri's tent, 
and few him with his javelin, and with it he ; 
Hew Co/.hi aifo. Upon which, all thole young 
men that had a regard to virtue, and aimed to 
dj a glorion; iiU.ion, imitated Phincas’t; hold- 
neb, and flew thofe that were foun d to be guilty 
of the fame crime with Zimri. Accordingly, 
many of thole that had tranigrefled perilhed by 
the magnanimous valour of thele young men ; 
the reft all perilhed by a plague, which dillem- 
per God himfclf inllidtcd upon them; fo that 
all thole their kindred* who, inftead of hinder- j 
mg them from Inch wicked actions, as they ought 
to done, had perfu.uled them to go on, 
were cileerned by God as partners in their 
wickcdncll', and died. Accordingly there per¬ 
ished out of the army no fewer than ^ fourteen 
[twenty-four J tliouland at this time. 

1 •?,. Tins was the caule why Moles was pro¬ 
voked to lend an army to dellroy the Mitlia- i 
nites ; concerning which expedition we fhall ■ 
hveak prclcntly, when w r e have In ft related 
whet we have omitted : for it is but juft not to 1 
pals ovir our legillator s due encomium, on ac¬ 
count of his conduit here, bccaufe, although 


this Balaam, who was font lor by the Midia- 


nites to curie the Hebrews, and when he was 
hindered from doing it, byotviirc. piovidcncc, 
did Hill Tugged tliatmlvkr to them, by making 
ule of ^hich oij^'mveirnts had well nigh cor¬ 
rupted the wh#ie multitude of t.kc Hebrews 
■with their wiles, till lome of them were deeply 
tnfeded with their op. dons, yet did he do him 
great honour, by letting down his prophecies 

* The mi Hake in all Jofeplius’s copies. Creek and In¬ 
ti",, which h m* here i.j.oco iulC.u! t>( zi,o:>o, is fo 11 1 - 
grar.t, that oa: vciv h.-niv.l edm-iv, LieiriuJ and IJudlon, 


in writing. And while it was in his power to 
claim this glory to himkif, and make men be-* 
lieve they were hit own prebidinns, there be¬ 
ing no one that could be .1 wiimeis agjinft him, 
and accufe him for lo doing, lie Hill gave hi; 
atteftation to him, and did him the honour to 
make mention of him on this account. But let 
every one think of thcic matters as he plcaiese 

C II A P. VII. 

1 lulu the. Hebrews J ought ‘With the Alu/niuiie. i, 
and overcame them. 

§ »• VJ OW Moles fent an army a- dull the 
-L vj land ol Midian, for the rallies Ibrc- 
mentioned, in all twelve tliouland, taking an 
equal number out of every tribe, and appoint¬ 
ed Bhineas for their commander ; of which 
Pliineas we made mention a little before, as he 
that had guarded the laws of the Hebrews, arid 
had inHided puniiliment upon Zimri when he 
had tranfgrdled them. Now the Midi.mites 
perceived before-hand how the Hebrews were 
coming, and would fuddcnly he upon them., 
they a He mb led tlicir army together, and forti¬ 
fied the entrances into their country, and there 
awaited the cm :ny\s coming. WinU they were 
come, and the}- had joined battle with them, an 
immenle multitude of the MUikmlUs fell ; not. 
could they he numbeted, they were lb very- 
many And among them fell all their kings, 
live in number; mm Kyi, Zur, Reba, Tlur, 
and Rekein, who v, - ..;; of the lame name with 
a city, the chid ami capital of all Aradu, 
which is till now fu called, by the whole Ara¬ 
bian nation, Arc 1 .■///, from the name of the 
king that built it, but is by the Greeks called 
Petra. Now when the enemies were clkiom- 
lited, the Ha brews fpoiied jjhei: 1 ,untry, and 
took a great prey, and doIIroved the men that 
were its inhabit.ims, tigcTu with tne wonicn ; 
(only they let the mi;; us alone, as IT fts ban 
commanded Pbir.c,.. t, do, w he mimed came 

• btU; 

Lave putt’icl (Ur :n. ;ib< • * licitly intot..c teat, I dash 
rather to put 1 : :.i t a a Lem 
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hack, bringing with him an army that had re¬ 
ceived no harm, and a great deal of prey; 
fifty-two thoufand beeves, feventy-five thouf- 
and fix hundred fheep, fiixty thouiand affes, 
with an immcnle quantity of gold and filver 
furniture, which the Midiarfites made ufe of i 
in their houfes ; for they were fo wealthy, that 
they were very luxurious. There were alio led 
captive about * thirty-two thoufand virgins. 
So Mofes parted the prey into parts, and gave 
one fiftieth part to Eleazar and to the prlefts, 
and another fiftieth part to the Levites ; and 
diftributed the reft of the prey among the peo¬ 
ple. After which they lived happily, as hav¬ 
ing obtained an abundance of good things by 
their valour ; and there being no misfortune 
that attended them, or hindered their enjoy¬ 
ment of that happinefs. 

2. But Moles was now grown old, and ap¬ 
pointed Jofhua for his fucecilbr, both to re¬ 
ceive diredtions from God, as a prophet, and 
for a commander "of the army, il they lhould 
at any time Hand in need of fuch an one : and 
this was done by the command of God, that 
to him the care of the public lhould be commit¬ 
ted. Now Jolhua had been inflrufled in all 
thole kinds of learning which concerned the 
laws, and God himielf, and Moles had been 
his inftru&or. 

p Ar this time it was, that the two tribes 
of Gad, and Reuhcl, and the half tribe of Ma- 
nalTeh, abounded in a multitude of cattle, as 
well as in all other kinds of prol'perity, whence 
they had a meeting, and in a body came and 

* Ti e fl.iughter of all the Medianite women, that had j 
proitbuted thcmfclvos to the lewd Ifraelitcs, and the pro- ! 
iervntion ol thole that had not been guilty therein ; the lait 
of which were no fewer than 32,000, both here, and Numb, 
xxxi. 17, lb, 17, 3;, 40, 4O. and both by the particular 
command of God, “e highly remarkable ; and thew, that 
even in nations other wife, for their wiehedmTs, doomed 
to dcllrmUinn, the innocent were fometimes partieulaily 
and providentially taken rare of, and delivered from that 
dcflrui lion, whuh diri< Uy implies, that it was the wick- 
cdaefi of tiie nations of Canaan, and nothing elfe, that 
occafioned their eatilion. See (ken. xv. 1 6, 1 Sam. xv. | 
id, Gmflitut. Apolt. P>. VIII. chap. xii. p. 402. In | 
the firit of whielt places, the renfon of the delay of the 
puniilnrte’it of the Amorites is given, becaufe their iniquity 
%’,u rat rw fuH. -In the ie.cond, Saul is ordered to ro atul I 


befought Mofes to give them, as their peculiar 
portion, that land of the Amorites, which they 
bad taken by right of war, becaufe it was fruit- 
1 ful, and good for feeding of cattle. But Mofes 
fuppofing that they were afraid of lighting with 
| the Canaanites, and invented this provilion for 
their cattle an handfome cxcule for avoiding 
that war, he called them errant cowards ; and 
laid, “They had only contrived a decent ex- 
cute for that cowardice, and that they had a 
mind to live in luxury and calc, while all the 
reft were labouring with great pains to obtain 
the land they were defirous to have, and tint 
they were not willing to march along, and un¬ 
dergo the remaining hard fervice, whereby they 
were, under the divine promife, to pal's over 
Jordan, and overcome thole our enemies which 
God had ftrewn them, and fo obtain theft 
land.” But thefe tribes, when they law that 
Moles was angry with them, and when they 
could not deny but he had a jult caule to he 
difpleafed at their petition, made an apology 
for themfelves ; and laid, Tint u it was not 
on account of their fear of dangers, nor on ac¬ 
count of their lazinds, that they made this re- 
(jueft to him, but that they might leave the 
prey they had gotten in places of lafety, and 
thereby might be more expedite, and ready to 
undergo difficulties, and to light battles.” They 
added this alio, That “ when they had built 
cities, wherein they might preferve their child¬ 
ren, and wives, and polfdfions, if he would 
\ bellow them upon them, they would go along 
j with 

dejlray the fmtiers , the Anuilehites, plain'y implying, that 
they were therefore to be delhoycd becaufe they were 
I Jin/11 is, and not otberwife. In the third, the rc.ifon is 
j given, why king Agtjx was not to be fpared ; viz. becaufe 
ol lib former cruelty, ,v thy fiuord halo made [the Hebrew J 
women ibildlefs , fo be made clildlefs among 

I women, by the Hebrews. In tlic\ ft place, T.e apnflles, 
or their amanuenfis Clement, give Ibis reafon for the ne- 
ceflity of the coming of Chrilt, that men had formerly per¬ 
verted both the pqjttive law, and that oj nature, and had aft ^ 
cut oj their mind the memory of the flood, the ltiming oj Sodom., 
the plagues cf the Egyptians, and tie f aughters of the inh.ib.t- 
ants nf Palejhue, as figns of the molt amazing impenitence 
I and infallibility under the punilhincnts of horrid wi< ked- 
! nefs. 



cW P. VIII. ANTI Q^U I T I E 

with the reft of the army.” Hereupon Mpfcs 
was pleafed with what they faid : So he called 
for Eleazar the high prieft, and Jofhua, and 
the chief of the tribes, and permitted thefe 
tribes poftefs the land of the Amorites ; but 
upon this condition, that they fhould join with 
their kinfmen in the war, until all things were 
fettled. Upon which condition they took pof- 
feflion of the country, and built them ftrong 
cities, and put into them their children, and 
their wives, and whatfoever elfe they had that 
might be an impediment to the labours of 
their future marches. 

4. Moses alfo now built thofe ten cities, 
which were to be of the number of the 
forty-eight [for the Levites] ; three of which 
he allotted to thole that llew any perfon invo¬ 
luntarily, and fled to them : and he afligned 
the fame time for their banilhment with that of 
the life of that high prieft under whom the 
llaughter and flight happened, after which death 
of the high prieft he permitted the flayer to re¬ 
turn home. During fire time of his exile, the 
relations of him that was flain may, by this 
law, kill the manflayer, if they caught him 
without the bounds of the city to which he fled, 
though this permiflion was not granted to any 
other perfon. Now the cities which were let 
apart for this flight were thefe ; Bezer, at the 
borders of Arabia ; Ramoth, of the land of 
Gilead ; and Golan, in the land of Bafhan. 
There were to be alfo, by Moles’ command, 
three other cities allotted for the habitation of 
thefe fugitives out of the cities of the Levites, 
but not till after they fhould be in pofTeflion of 
the land of Canaan. . 

5. At this time the chief men of the tribe 
,of Manafteh came to MofG, and informed 
him, that there was an eirynent man of their 
tribe dead, whole nagm^as Zelophehad , who 
left noNnale chiUren, but left daughters ; and 
afked him, Whether thefe daughters might in¬ 
herit his land or not? He made this anfwer, 

* Jofcphus here, in this one fcntence, fums up his no¬ 
tion of Moles’ very long and very ferious exhortations in 
•the book of Deuteronomy; and his words are fo true, and 
of fuch importance, that they deferve to be had in conftant 
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That if they fhall marry into their own tribe, 
they fhall carry their eilate along with them ; 
but if they dii'pole of themfclves in marriage 
to men of another tribe, they lira!? leave their 
inheritance in their father’s tribe. And then 
it was that Moles ordained, that every one's 
inheritance fhould continue in his own tribe. 


C H A P. VIII. 

The Polity fettled by Mcfcs ; and how he dis¬ 
appeared from among Mankind. 

§ ! * ~W. T HEN forty years were completed, 
VV within thirty days, Moles gather¬ 
ed the congregation together near Jordan, where 
the city Abila now Hands, a place full ol palm- 
trees ; and all the people being come together, 
he fpake thus to them : 

2. “ O YOU Ifraelitcs and fellow-foidicrs! 
who have been partners with me in this long 
and unealy journey ; fince it is now the will 
of God, and the courfe of old age, at an hun¬ 
dred and twenty, requires it, that I fhould de¬ 
part out of this life ; and fince God has for¬ 
bidden me to be a patron or an afliflant to yon 
in what remains to be done beyond Jordan, I 
thought it reafonable not to leave off my en¬ 
deavours even now fox your happineis, but to 
do my utmoft to procure for you the eternal 
enjoyment of good things, and a memorial for 
myfelf, when you fhall be in the fruition of 
great plenty and profperity : Come, therefore, 
let me fuggeft to you by what means you may 
be happy, and may leave an eternal proiper- 
ous pofltrflion thereof to your children after 
you, and then let me thus go out of the world ; 
and I cannot but deferve to be believed by you, 
both on account of the great things I have al¬ 
ready done for you, and becaule, when fouls 
are about to leave the body, they fpeak with 
the fincereft freedom. O * children of Ifrael ! 

there 

remembrance both by Jews and Chriftuns : O cht/drm rf 
Ifrael! there is hut one jmree of happuifs for all mankind t 
THE FAVOUR 01 Coi). 
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there is hut one fourcc of hap pimp's for al! man- ! ! to -pou, will not put a period now to his pro- 
kiml. Tin; favour of Goo ; for lie alone is jj vidence over you, but as long as you defire to 
able to give good things to thole that. dciV've j have him your protestor, in your purfuits af- 
them, and to deprive thole of them that fin a- ter virtue, lb long will you enjoy his care over 
gainlt him ; towards whom, if you behave you. Your high prieft alio, Eleazar,' as well 
yourfelves according to his w ill, and accord- as jofhua, with the fenate, and chief of your 
ing to what I, who well underhand his mind, I tribes, will go before you, and fugged: the hell 
do exhort you to, you will both be cllcemed j advices to you ; by following which advices 
blcfl’ed, and will be admired by all men ; and 1 you will continue to be happy ; to whom do 
will never conic into misfortunes, nor ceafe to 1 you give ear, without reludlance, as .feniible, 
to be happy: you will then preierve the polfef- that all luch as know well how to be govern- 
lion of the good things you already have, and ed, will alfo know how to govern, if they be 
will quickly obtain thole that you at prefent promoted to that authority themfelves. And 

are in want of, only do you be obedient to do not you cfleem liberty to confift in oppofmg 

thole whom God would have you to follow, luch directions as your governors think lit to 

Nor do you prefer any other conllitution of give you for your practice, as at prefent indeed 
government before the laws now given you; you place your liberty' in nothing clfe but 
neither do you difregard that way of divine abiding your benefactors; which error if you 

worlhip which you now have, nor change it can avoid for the time to conic, your a flairs 

for any other form : And if you do this, you will he in a better condition than they have 

will lie the moll courageous (if all men, in un- hitherto been : Nor do you ever indulge lucli a 
dergoing the fatigues of war, and will not be degree of pallion in thele matters, as you have 
calily conquered by any of y our enemies ; for oftentimes done when you have.been vuy an- 
while God is prefent with you to aflifl you, it gry at me ; for you know, that I have been oi¬ 
ls to be cxpe&ed that you will be able to defpife | tener in danger of death from you than from our 
the oppolition of all mankind: and great re- enemies. What I now put you in mind of, is not 
wards of virtue arc propofed for you, if you , done in order to reproach you ; for I do not 
preferve that virtue through your whole lives. j think it proper, now .1 am going out < 3 f the 
Virtue uldf is indeed the principal and the frrfl ; world, to bring this to your remembrance, in 
reward, and after that it bellows abundance of | order to leave you offended at me, fmcc at the 
others ; fo that your cxercife of virtue towards i time, when I underwent thofe hardlhips from 
other men will make your own lives happy, and you, I was not angry at you ; but I do it in 
render you more glorious than foreigners can order in make you wifcr hereafter, and to teach 
he, and procure you an undiiputed reputation you that this will be for your fecurity ; 1 mean, 
with po{ferity. Thofe blelRngs you will be able that you never be injurious to thole that pro ¬ 
to obtain, in cafe you hearken to, and ohferve lidc over you, even when you arc become rich, 
thofe laws, which, by divine revelation, I have as you will be to a great degiee when you ha ve 
ordained for you; that is, in calc you withal palled over JoriHn, and are in poH'eUion of 
meditate upon the witdom that is in them. I the land of Canady Since, when y.ou ihali 
.1 am going from you myfelf, rejoicing in the \ have once proceedecS^Wv ap b v your wealth as 
good ‘dungs you enjoy ; and I recommend you 1 to a contempt and dilregard cA^virtue, 'you will 
to the wife cotulud of your law, to the he- alfo forfeit the favour of God ; and when y r ou 
coming order of y our polity, and to the vir- j have made him your enemy, you will he beaten 
tries of youi commanders, who will take care ! in war, and will have the land which you pol- 1 
of what is for vonr advantage. And that j fel’s taken away again from you by your ene- 
Ged, who bar.'been till now your leader, and , mies, and this with great reproachts upon your 
by whole good-will ) have myfelf been ufeful j con-.' 
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conduit. You will be fcattcrcd over the whole 
world, and will, as Haves, entirely fill both fea 
and land : and when once you have had the 
experience of what I now fay, you will repent, 
and remember the laws you have broken, when 
it is too late. Whence I would advife you, 
if you intend to preferve thefe laws, to leave 
none of your enemies alive when you have 
conquered them, hut to look upon it as for 
your advantage to deftroy them all, left, if you 
permit them to live, you tafte of their manners, 
and thereby corrupt your own proper inftitu- 
tious. I alio do farther exhort you, to over¬ 
throw their altars and their groves, and what¬ 
soever temples they have among them, and to 
bum all Inch their nation and their very me- 
rntwy with fire ; lor by thefe means alone the 
fafety of your own happy eonffitutiou can he 1 
firmly i'eeurcd to you. And in order to pre¬ 
vent your ignorance of virtue, and the dege- 
neney of your nature into vice, I have all’o 
urd.fined you laws, by divine fuggeftion, and 
a form of government, which -arc fo good, 
that if you regularly obferve them you will he 
efteemed ofiall men the moll happy.” 

3. Win: n lie had fpoken thus, he gave them 
the laws and the coiifiitution of government 
written in a book. Upon which the people fell 
'into tears, and appeared already touched with 
the fenfc that they lhould have a great want of 
their conductor, bccaufe they remembered what 
a number of dangers he had palled through, 
and what care fie had taken of their preferva- 
tion ; they dc(ponded about what would come 
upon them after he was dead, and thought they 
lhould never have anothet governor like him ; 
and feared that God would then take lefs care 
. of them when Moles was Mine, who tiled to 
intercede for them. Tbyy alfo repented of 
what riiey liad faUL Iri-Cum in the wildcrnefs 
when trley vvere/angry, and were in grief on 
tfiole aenkints, infomuch, that the whole body 
of the people fell into.tears with fuch bitternels, 
* that it was pall the power of words to comfort 
them in their aflliftion. However, Moles gave 
them fome gonlolation; and by calling them 
olfthe thought how worthy he was of their 


weeping for him, he exhorted them to keep to 
that form of government lie had given them ; 
and then the congregation was difiolved at that 
time. 

4. Accordingly I fhall now firfl deferibe 
this form of government, which was agreeable 
to the dignity and virtue of Moles ; and lhall 
thereby inform thole that read thefe Antiquities 
what our original fettlcments were, and fhall 
then proceed to the remaining hillorics. Now 
thole fettlcments arc all Hill in writing, as lie 
left them ; and wc lhall add nothing by way of 
ornament, nor any thing befides what Mofes 
left us, only we lhall fo far innovate as to di- 
geft the leverul kinds of laws into a regular 
fyltcm ; for they were by him left in writing as 
they were accidentally fcattcrcd in their deliv¬ 
ery, and as he upon enquiry had learned them 
of God. On which account I have thought it 
necellary to premile this obfervation before¬ 
hand, left any of my own countrymen lhould 
blame me, as having been guilty of an offence 
herein. Now part of our conflitution will in¬ 
clude the laws that belong to our political Hate. 
As for thofe laws which Mofes left concerning 
our common convcrfation and intercourie one 
with another, I have referred that for a difcourlc 
concerning our manner of life, and the occa- 
lions of thofe laves, which I propofe to myfelf, 
with God’s affiftance, to write, after 1 have 
finifhed the work 1 am now upon- 

5. When you have poflefled yourfelves of 
the land of Cana an, and have leifure to enjoy 
the good things of it, and when you have af¬ 
terward determined to build cities, if you will 
do what is plcalmg to God, you will have a 
lecurc ftatc ol happinefs. Let there he then 
one city of the land of Canaan, and this Jituatc 
in the moft agreeable place for its goodness, and 
very eminent in itfclf, and Jet it be that which 
God fhall choufe for himlelf, by prophetic re¬ 
velation. Let there alfo be one temple therein, 
and one altar, not reared of hewn ftoneg hut 
of fucli as you gather together at random ; which 
Hones, when they arc whited over with mortar, 
will have an handlome appearance, and he 

i L-cau'd 
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beautiful to tbe fight. Let the afeent to it be 
* not by Heps, but by an acclivity of raifed 
earth. And let there be neither an altar, nor a 
temple, in any other city ; for God is but one, 
and the nation of the Hebrews is but one. 

6. He that blafphemcth God, let him be 
floned ; and let him hang upon a tree all that 
day ; and then let him be buried in an igno- 
■aninious and obfeure manner. 

7. Let thofe that live as remote as the 
bounds of the land which the Hebrews fhall 
poflefs come to that city where the temple fhall 
be, and this three times in a year, that they 
may give thanks to God for his former bene¬ 
fits, and may intreat him for thofe they fliall 
want hereafter; and let them, by this means, 
maintain a friendly correfpondence with one 
another, by fuch meetings and feaftings toge¬ 
ther ; for it is a good thing for thole that are of 
the lame flock, and under the fame inftitutions 
of laws, not to be unacquainted with each 
other; which acquaintance will be maintained 
by thus converfing together, and by feeing 
and talking with one another, and fo renew¬ 
ing the memorials of this union ; for if they 
do not thus converfe together continually, they 
will appear like meer ftrangers to one another. 

8 . Let there be taken out of your fruits a 
tenth, befidcs that which you have allotted to 
give to the priefts andLevites. This you may 
indeed fell in the country, but it is to be ufed 
in tliol'e feafts and facrificcs that are to be cele¬ 
brated in the holy city ; for it is fit that .you 
fhould enjoy thofe fruits of the earth which 
God gives you to poflefs, fo as may be to the 
honour of the donor. 

* This law, both here and Exod. xx. 25, 26. of not 
going up to God's alloy by ladder flips , hut on an acclivity, 
feems not to have belonged to the altar of the tabernacle, 
which was in all but three cubits high, Exod. xxvii. 1. 
nor to that of Ezekiel, which was exprefsly to be gone up 
(obyfleps, xliii. 17. but rather to occafional altars of any 
confidcrablc altitude, and largenefs; as alfo probably to 
■Solomon’s altar, to which it is here applied by Jofepbus, 
as well as to that in Zorobabcl's and Herod’s temple., which 
were, I think, ali ten cubits high. See 2 ChronbtV. 1. 
and Antic]. I’>. VIII. chap. iii. § 7. The reafon why thofe 
temples, and thefe only, were to have this afeent on 
an acclivity, and not by Ileps, is obvious, that before the 
invention of Hairs, fuch as we now ufe, decency could 
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9. You are not to offer facrifices out of the 
t hire of a woman which is an harlot; for the 
deity is not pleafed with any thing that arifes 
from fuch abufes of nature ; of which fort none 
can be veorfe than this proftitution of the body. 
In like manner no one may take the price of 
the covering of a bitch, either of one that is 
ufed in hunting, or in keeping of flieep, and 
thence facrifice to God. 

10. Let no one J blafpheme thofe gods 
which other cities efteem fuch: Nor may any 
one fteal what belongs to ftrange temples; nor 
take away the gifts that are dedicated to any 
god. 

11. Let not any one of you wear a gar¬ 
ment made of woollen and linen, for that is 
appointed to be for the priefls alone. 

12. When the multitude are aflembled to¬ 
gether unto the holy city for facrificing every 
feventh year, at the fcaft of tabernacles, let the 
high pried fland upon an high defk, whence 
he may be heard, and let him read the § laws 
to all the people: and let neither the women, 
nor the children, be hindered from hearing, 
no nor the fervants neither; for it is a good 
thing that thofe laws fliould be engraven in 
their fouls, and preferved in their memories, 
that fo it may not be poflible to blot them out, 
for by this means they will not be guilty of 
fin, when they cannot plead ignorance of 
what the laws have enjoined them. The laws 
alfo will have a great authority among them, 
as foretelling what they will fuffer if they break 
them; and imprinting in their fouls by this 
hearing what they command them to do, that 

fo 

not be otherwife provided for in the loofe garments which 
the priefts wore, as the law required. See Lamy of the 
Tabernacle and Tempte. p. 444. 

t The hire of public ocfacred harlots was given to Ve¬ 
nus in Syria, as Lucian 11s. p. 878. and againft; 

fomc fuch vile practice of the old k\ later3 thisjAw feems 
to have been made. v 

% The Apoftolical Gonftitutions, B. II. chap. xxvi. § 31. 
expound this law of Mofes, Exod. xxii. 28. Thou Jlsalt not 
revile or blafpheme the gads, of magiflrates, which is a much 1 
more probable expofition than this of Jofepbus, of heathen 
gods, as here, and againft Apion, B. II. chap. iii. § 4. 

$,-What book of the law was thus publicly read, fee the 
note on Antiq. B. X. chap. v. 5 5. and 1 Efd. ix. 39,—55. 
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i'o there may always be within their minds that 
.ntention of the laws which they have dcfpifed, 
and broken, and have thereby been the>caufes 
of their own mifchief. Let the children alfo 
learn the laws, as the firft thing they are taught, 
which, will be the bed thing they can be taught, 
and will be the caufe of their future felicity. 

13. Let every one commemorate before 
God the benefits which he bellowed upon 
them at their deliverance out of the land of 
Egypt ; and this twice every day, both when 
the dry begins, and when the hour of fieep 
comes on ; gratitude being in its own nature a 
juft thing, and ferving not only by way of re- 
tui n for paft, but alfo by way of invitation of 
future favours. They are alfo to infcribe the 
principal blelfings they have received from God 
upon their * doors; and fhew the fame re¬ 
membrance of them on their arms: as ailo, 
they are to bear on their forehead, and their 
arm, thofe wonders which declare the power 
of God, and his good-will towards them, that 
God’s readinefs to blefs them may appear every 
where confpicuous about them. 

14. Let there be feven men to judge f in 
every city, and thefc fuch as have been before 
moft zealous in the exercife of virtue and 
righteoufaefs. Let every judge have two officers 
allotted him out of the tribe, of Levi. Let 
thofe that are chofen to judge in the feveral 
cities be had in great honour; and let none 
be permitted to revile any others when thefe 
are prefent, nor to carry themfelves in an in- 
folent manner to them; it being natural, that 
reverence towards thofe in high offices among 

# Whether thefe phylacteries, and other Jewifh memo- 
.rials of the law here rhentioned by hlfephus, and by Mo¬ 
tes (befules the fringes on the bonders of their garments, 
Numb, xv.*3 7.) were literal!v nrv jht by God, I much quef- 
tibn. Tlut they have V—,»long obferved by the Pharifees, 
and the Mfcbinical Jk ws, is certain : However, the Kara¬ 
ites, who iv^cive not the unwritten traditions of the el¬ 
ders, but keep dofe to the written law, with Jcrom and 
^ Grotius, think they w¥re not literally to be underflood; as 
Bernard and Reland here take notice. Nor indeed do I 
remember, that either in the ancient books of the Old 
Teftament, or in the books we call Apocrypha , there are 
any ftgns of fuch literal obfervitions appearing among the 
Jews; though their real or myfticalfignification, 1. e. the 
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men fhotild procure mens fear and reverence 
towards God. Let thole that judge be per¬ 
mitted to determine according as they think 
to be right, unlefc any one can fhew that they 
have taken bribes, to the perverlion of juftice, 
or can alledge any other raufiition againll 
them, whereby it may appear they have palled 
an unjuft fentence ; for it is not fit that caufes 
fhould he openly determined out of regard to 
gain, or to the dignity of the fuiters, hut that 
the judges fhould elleem what is right before 
all other things; othervvife God will by that 
means be defpifed, and elleemed inferior to 
thofe, the dread of whofe power has occafion- 
ed the unjuft fentence; for jijliie u the power 
of God. He therefore that gratifies thofe in 
great dignity fuppofes them more potent than 
God himfelf. But if thefe judges are unable 
to give a juft fentence, about the caufes that 
come before them (which cafe is not unfre- 
quent in human affairs) let them fend the 
caufe undetermined to the holy city, and there 
let the high prieft, the prophet, and the funhe- 
drim, determine as it ihall feem good to them. 

15. But let not a finglc witnefs be cre¬ 
dited, but three, or two at the leaft, and thofe 
fuch whofe teftimony is confirmed by their 
good lives. But let not the teftimony of J wo¬ 
men be admitted, on account of the levity anil 
boldnefs of their fcx. Nor let fervants be ad¬ 
mitted to give teftimony, on account of the 
ignobility of their foul; fince it is probable that 
they may not fpeak truth, either out of hope 
of gain, or fear of punifhment. Blit if any one 

be 

conftant remembrance and obfervation of tbe laws of Cod 
by Mofes, be frequently inculcated in all the facred wri¬ 
tings. 

f Here, as well as elfewhere, § 38 ; of his Life, § 14 5 
and of the War, B. II. ch. xx. § 5. are but /evert judges 
appointed for fmall cities, inftead of twenty-three in the 
modern 'Rabbins ; which modern Rabbins are always but 
of very little authority, in comparifon of our Jofephus. 

| I have never obferved elfewhere, that in the Jewifh 
government women were not admitted as legal witnclTes 
in courts of juftice. None of our copies of the Penta¬ 
teuch fay a word of it. It is very probable, however, 
that this tfas the expofifion of the Scribes and Pharifees, 
and the pra&ice of the Jews in the days of Jofephus, 
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be believed to have borne falfe witnefs,let him, j 
when he is convi&ed, fuffcr all the very fame 
punilhinents which he, againft whom he bore 
witnefs, was to have buffered. 

16. Ip a murder be committed in any place, 
and he that did it be not found, nor is there 
any iafpicion upon one as if he had hated the 
man, and fo had killed him, let there be a very 
diligent enquiry made after the man, and re¬ 
wards propofed to any who will dilcover him : 
But if dill no information can be procured, let 
the magi ft rate and fenate of thole cities that 
lie near the place in which the murder was 
committed, affemble together, kufmeafure the 
diftance from the place where the, .dead body 
lies; then let the magiftratcs of thebieafcft city 
thereto pur chafe an heifer, aiuf bring it to a 
valley, and to a place wherein there is no land- 
plowed, or trees planted, and let them cut the 
iinews of the heifer; then the priefts, and Le- 
vites, and fenate of that city, fhall take water, 
and wafh their hands over the head of the hei¬ 
fer ; and they lliall openly declare, that their 
hands are innocent of this murder, and that 
they have neither done it themfelves, nor been 
alibiing to any that did it,. They fhall alfo 
befeech* God to be merciful to them, that no 
fuch horrid faff may any more be done in that 
land. 

17. Aristocracy, and the way of living 
under it, is the heft conftitution : and may you 
never have any inclination to any other form 
of government; and may you.always love that 
form, and have the laws for your governors,, 
and govern all your adtions according to them 
for you need no fupreme governor but God. 
But if you fhall defire a king, let him be-One 

-of your own nation : let him be always care-, 
fill of juftice, and other virtues, perpetually ; 

• let him fubmit to tbe laws, and efteem God’s 
commands to be bis higheft .wifdom ; but let 
him do nothing without the high pried,, and 
the votes of tire fen a tors: let him not have a 
great number of wives, nor purfue abundance 
of riches, nor a multitude of horfes, whereby 
he may grow too proud to fubmit to. the laws. 
And if he affedt any fuch things, let him be 
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reftrained, left he become fo potent that his 
ftate be inconfiftent with your welfare. 

i8». Let it not be efteemed lawful to re¬ 
move boundaries, neither our own, nor of 
thofe with whom we are at peace. Have a 
care you do not take thofe. land-marks, away, 
which are, as it were, a divine and unfhakeu 
limitation of rights made by God himfelf, to 
lad for ever; fihee this going beyond limits, 
and gaining ground Upon others, is the occa- 
fion of wars and feditions: for thofe that re¬ 
move boundaries are not far off an attempt to 
fubvert the laws. 

19. He that plants a piece of land, whole 
trees produce fruits before the fourth year, is 
not. to bring thence any firft-fruits to God, nor 
is he to make ufe of that fruit himfelf, for it 
is not produced in its proper feafon ; for when 
nature has a force put upon her at an unfea- 
fonable time, the fruit is not proper for God, 
nor for the mafter’s ufe ; hut let the owner ga¬ 
ther all that is grown on the fourth year, for 
then it is in its proper feafon. And let him 
that has gathered it, carry it to the holy city, 
and fpend that, together with the tithe of his 
other fruits, in feading with his friends, with 
the orphans, and the widows. But on the fifth 
year the fruit is his own, and he may ufe it as. 
he pleafes* 

20. - Yon are not to fdw a piece of land 
with feed .which- is planted with vines; for it 
is enough- that it fupply nourifhment to that 
pianty, and be not harraffed by plowing alfo. 
You; are to plow your land with oxen, and 
not to oblige other animals to come under the 
..fame yoke with them, but to till your land 
with thofe beads that are of the fame kind with 
each other. Til7 feeds are alfo to be pure, and 
without mixture, end not to be compounded 
of two or three fortsTbi^mature docs not re¬ 
joice in the union of" things that ftc not in 
their own nature alike : nor are -yuu to permit 
beafts of different kinds to- gender together; 
for there is reafon to fear, that this unnaturaf 
abufe may extend from beafts of different kinds 
to men, though it takes its firft rife from evil 

prac- 
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pradiccs about fuch {"mailer things. Nor is any¬ 
thing to he allowed, by imitation whereof any 
degree of fubverlion may creep into the confti- 
iution. Nor do the laws negleOl fmall matters, 
but provide that even thole may be managed 
after an unblameable manner. 

2 1. Let not thofe that reap, and gather in 
the corn that is reaped, gather in the gleanings 
alfo ; hut let them rather leave feme handfuls for 
thofe that are in want of the neceflaries of life, 
that it may he a fupport and a fupply to them, j 
in order to their fubliftence. In like manner, 1 
•when they gather their grapes, let them leave 1 
feme fmaller hunches for the poor : and let 
them, pal's over fome of the fruits of the olive 
trees, when they gather them, aild leave them 
to he partaken of by thofe that haye none of 
their own ; for the advantage arifing from the 
exa£t col led.ion of all will not be fo confider- 


able to the owners, as will arife from the gra¬ 
titude of the poor. And God will provide, that 
the land fhall more wiHingly produce what lhall 
be for the nourilhment of its fruits, in cafe you 
do not meerly take care of your own advantage, 
but have regard to the fupport of others alfo. 
Nor are you to muzzle the mouths of the oxen, 
when they tread the ears of corn, in the threlh- 
ing floor; for it is not juft to reftrain our fel¬ 
low labouring animals, and thofe that work in 
order to its production, of this fruit of their 
labours. Nor are you to prohibit thofe that 
pafs by at the time when your fruits are ripe 
to touch them, but to give them leave to fill 
themfelvcs full of what you have; and this, whe¬ 
ther they be of your own country, or ftrangers, 
as being glad of the opportunity of giving them 
fome part of your irim= , ’* 1 n they are ripe; 
but let it not be • r ' for them to 

carry any aw n mat gather the 

grapes* a* .0 the wine-preffes, 

reftrau'\ *xey may meet from eat¬ 
ing of t. ■ -<• is unjuft, out of envy, to 

hinder ti omt delire it, to partake of the 

* This penalty of forty foripei fave one here mentioned, 
and § 23.. was five times inflicted on St Paul himfclf by 
the Jews, 2 Cor, xi. 24.. - 

f Jofephus’s plain and exprefs interpretation of this 
law of Mofes, Deut. xiv. 28, 29. xxvi. 12, CsV. that the 
Jews were bound every third year to pay three tithes, that 


i 


i 


good things that come into the world accord¬ 
ing to God’s will, and this while the feafon is 
at the height, and is haftening away as it plea- 
fes God. Nay , if fome, out of bafhfulnefs, are 
unwilling, to touch thefe fruits, let them be en¬ 
couraged to take of them; I mean, thofe that are 
Israelites, as if they were themfelves the own¬ 
ers and lords, on account of the kindred there 
is between them. Nay, let them defire men 
that come from other countries, to partake of 
thefe tokens of fricndlhip which God has giv¬ 
en, in their proper feafon ; for that is not to he 
deemed as idly fpent, which any one out of 
kindnefs communicates to another* fmee God 
bellows plenty of good things on men, not 
only for themfelves to reap the advantage, but 
alfo to give to others in a way of generofity ; 
and he is defirous, by this means, to make 
known to others, his peculiar kindnefs to the 
people of Ifrael, and how freely he communi¬ 
cates happinefs to them,, while they abundant¬ 
ly communicate out of their great fuperfluities 
to even thefe foreigners alfo. But for him 
that a&s contrary to this law, let him be beat¬ 
en with * forty ftripes fare one, by the public 
executioner ; let him undergo this punilhment, 
which is a moll ignominious one for a free¬ 
man, and this becaufe he was fuch a Have to 
gain as to lay a blot upon his own dignity ; 
for it is proper for you who have had the expe¬ 
rience of the afflictions in Egypt, and of thofe 
in the wildernefs, to make provifion for thofe 
that are in the like circumftances; and while 
you have now obtained plenty yourfelves, 
through the mercy and providence of God, to 
diftribute the fame plenty, by the like fytnpa- 
thy, to Inch as Hand in need of it. 

22i Besides thofe two tithes,, which I have 
already faid you are to pay every year, the one 
for the Levites, the other for the feftivals, you 
are to firing every third year a f third tithe, to 
be diftributed to thofe that want; to women 

alfo 

to the Levites, that for facrifices at Jerufalein, and this 
for the' indigent, the widow,, and the orphan.*?, is fully 
confirmed by the practice of good old Tobit, even when 
he was a captive at Aflyrin, againft the opinion of the 
Rabbins, Tobit, chap. i. f 6 , 7, 8. 
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alio that are widows ; and to children that are 
orphans. But as to the. ripe fruits, let them 
carry that which is ripe firft of all unto the 
temple ; and when they have blefied God for 
that land which bare them, and which he had 
given them for a poffeffion; when they have 
alfo offered thofe facrifices which the law has 
commanded to bring, let them give the firlt 
fruits to the priefts. But when any one hath 
done this, and hath brought the tithe of all 
that he hath, together with thofe firft fruits that 
are for the Levites, and for the feftivals ; and 
when he is about to go home, let him Hand be¬ 
fore the hqjy hotife, and return thanks to God, 
that he hath delivered them from the injurious 
treatment they had in Egypt, and hath given 
them a good land, and a large, and lets them 
enjoy the fruits thereof; and when he has 
openly teftified that he hath fully paid the 
tithes [and other dues] according to the law 
of Mofes, let him iutreat God that he will be 
fever merciful and gracious to him; and con¬ 
tinue fo to be to all the Hebrews, both by pre- 
fetving the good things which he hath already 
given them, and by adding what it is ftill iff Ms 
power to beftow upon them. 

23. Let the Hebrews marry, at the age fit 
for it, virgins that are free, and horn of good 
parents. And he that does not marry a vir¬ 
gin, let him not corrupt another man’s wife, 
and marry her, nor grieve her former hulband. 
Nor let free men marry flaves, although their 
affections fhould ftrongly bias any of them* fo 
to do ; for it is decent, and for the dignity of 
the perfons themfelves, to govern thofe their 
affections. And farther, no one ought to mar¬ 
ry an harlot, whofe matrimonial oblations, 
arifing from the proftitution of, her body, God 
will not receive; for by thefe means the diip'oi* 
iitions of the children will be liberal and virtu¬ 
ous ; I mean, when they are not bora of bafe 

*' Thefe tokens of virginity, as the Hebrew and Septua- 
pint (tiie them, I>eut. xxii. 15, 17, 20. feem to me very 
tlifierent fyom whhtojfft later interpreters fuppofe. They 
appear tOTm'te 1 been fuch clofe linen garments as 

were njever jjut'ipr virgins, after a certain age, till they 
were married, Juit before witnefles, and which, while they 
were entire. Were certain evidences of fuch virginity. See 


parents, and of the luftful conjunction of fuch 
as marry women that arc not free. If an)' one 
has been efpoufed to a woman as to a virgin, 
and does not afterwards find her fo to be, let 
him bring his .aClion, and accufe her, and let 
him make ufff of fuch * indications to prove 
his accufation as he is furnifhed withal ; and 
let the father or the brother of the damfel, or 
Tome one that is after them neareft of kin to 
her defend her. If the damfel obtain a len¬ 
ience in her favour, that fhe had not been 
guilty, let her live with her hufband that ac- 
cufed her ; and let him not have any farther 
power at all to put her away, unlefs fee* give 
him very great occalions of fufpicion, and fuch 
as can be no way contradicted. But for him 
that brings an accufation and calumny again!! 
; his wife, in an impudent and ralh manner, let 
| him be punilhed by receiving forty ftripcs lave 
one, and let him pay fifty fhekels to her father: 

| But if the damfel be convicted, as having been 
corrupted, and is one of the common people, 
let her be ftoned, becaufe fee did not preferve 
her virginity till Are were lawfully married ; 
but if fhe were the daughter of a prieft, let 
her be burnt alive. If any one has two wives, 
and if he greatly refpeCt and be kind to one 
of them, either out of his affeCtion to her, or 
for her beauty, or for fome other reafon, while 
the other is of lefs efteem with him ; and if 
the fon of her that is beloved be the younger 
by birth than an another born of the other 
wife, hut endeavours to obtain the right of pri¬ 
mogeniture from*his father’s kindnefs to his 
mother, and would thereby obtain a double 
portion of his father’s fubftance (for that dou¬ 
ble portion is what I have allotted him in the 
laws) let not this i e permitted; for it is unjuft, 
that* he who is the elder by birth, fhould be 
deprived of what is due to film, on the father’s 

dif- 

^ to 

thefe Antiq. B. VII. chap. viii. $ i.^r&hn. xiii, 18. Ifaiah 
vi. 1. Jofephus here determines nothing what were thefe 
particular tokens of virginity or of corruption ; perhaps, he 
thought he could not eafily deferibe them to the hea¬ 
thens, without faying what they might have thought a 
breach of modefty ; which feeming breach of modefty 
laws cannot always wholly avoid. 
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difpofition of his eflate, becaufe his mother 
was not equally regarded by him. We that 
hath corrupted a damfel elpouied to another 
man, in caie he had her confcnt, let both him 
mid her be put to death, for they are both, 
equally guilty, the man becaule he perluaded 
thews man willingly to jubmit to a moll impure 
aTmn, and to prefer it to lawful wedlock, the 
v.s un.m becaulc ihe was perluaded to yield her- 
fch to be corrupted, either for j)lcalure, or for 
rain. However, it a man light on a woman 
v.lieu (lie is alone, and forces her, where no¬ 
body was ptalent to come to her abidance, let 
hifn only be put to death. Let him that hath 
'■omipuJ a virgm not yet elpouied marry her; 
but ii the hither oi the datnlel be not willing 
that Tie ihould be Iris wile, let him pay hlty 
ihckcs as tlie price oi her proftitution. He 
that defires to be divorced from bis wile lor 
* any etude whatfoevor (and many Inch cattles 
happen among men) let him in writing give 
allurancc that he will never ule her as his wile 
any more ; for by thele means ihe may be at 
liberty to marry another hulband, although 
before this bill ol divorce be given, ihe is not 
permitted lo to do : But if Ihe be mifufed bv 
bim alio; or il, when he is dead, her hril hul¬ 
band would marry her again (I, it fhall not be law¬ 
ful for her to return to him. If a woman’s lmf- 
band die, and leave lier without children, let 
his brother marry her ; and let him call the 
Ion that is horn to him by his brother’s name, 
and educate him as the heir of his inheritance; 
for this procedure will be for the benefit of the 
public, becaule thereby families will not fail, 
and the efUtc will continue among the kin¬ 
dred ; and this will be for the folace of wives 
under their affliction, that they are to he mar¬ 
ried to the next relations yl their former hnf- 
bands. But- if thcJ.vtHier will not marry her, 
let the Homan dome before the fenate, and 
protcll op^ly^that tins brother will not ad¬ 
mit her for hiy ^dfe, h ut will injure the mc- 
Tnory of his decealed brother, while fhe is wil- 

* Thcfe words of Jofcplms are very like thofc of the 
riurifees to our Saviour upon this very fubjedd, Matt. \iv. 
3. Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every 
caufe ? 
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j coaled.” And then let him go away out <>\ 
the fenate, and bear this rq'ioach upon him 
all his life long; and let her matrv to whom 
! (be pleafes, ol’ Inch as leek her in marriage. 
But now, if any man take captive, either a vir¬ 
gin, or one that hath b. on ! mat nod, md has 
a mind to marry her, let In.n not b c allowed 
to bring her to bed to him, or io live with her 
as his wife, before ihe hath her head ilia vet t., 
and hath put on her mourning habit, and E 
mental her hflatk ms and friends that vtie 
Haiti in the battle; that bv thele mams ib> 
may give vent to her furrow for than, and 
after that may betake hericlf to Bailing and 
matrimony ; for it is good for him who taka, 
a woman in order to have cbihhcn by her, to 
be complailant to Iki inclinations, and m>• 
mcerly to purine his own pleaiutT, winie be 
hath no regatd to what is agregai ie to her. 
But when thirty days are pall, as the time oi 
mourning (for io many are indicia,t to pru¬ 
dent perl011s for lamenting, the dearcfl friends) 
then let them proceed to the maniage; but 
I in caie, wlien he hath fatislicd his lull, lie he 
too proud to retain Iter for his wile, kt him 
j not liavc it in his power to make her a Have ; 
i hut let her go away whither flic pleaies, and 
j liavc that privilege of a free woman. 

! 24. As to thofc young men that defpiie 

their parents, and do not pay them honour, 
hut offer them alfronts, either becaule they are 
aibamed of tliem, or think tluunlclvcs wiler 
than they; in the firfl place, let their parents 
admonifh them in words (for they arc by na- 

tuie 

f Here it is fuppofed, tint tins captivi ’ , hufb.ind, it flu- 
were before a married woman, was dead below, or rafter 
was Haiti in this very battle, ot ha wife U would have been 
1 adultery in him that married her. 
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fare of authority fuflicicnt for becoming their 
judges) and let them fay thus to them: “ That 
they cohabited together, not for the fake of 
plealure, nor for the augmentation of thcirrichcs, 
by joining both their Hocks together, hut that 
they might have children, to take care of them 
in their old age, and might by them have what 
they then fhould want.” Arid fay farther to 
him, “ That when thou wail horn, we took 
thee up with gladnels, and gave God the great- 
eft thanks for thee, and brought thee up with 
great care, and (pared for nothing that appear¬ 
ed ufeful for thy prefervation, and for thv in- 
drudlion in what was mod excellent. And 
now, fince it is realonable to forgive the fins 
of thofe that are young, let it hiflice thee to 
have given fo many indications of thy con¬ 
tempt of us, reform thyfelf, and act more vvile- 
ly for the time to come; confulcring that God 
is difpleafccl with thole that are infolcnt to¬ 
wards their parents, becaufe he is himfelf the 
father of tlie whole race of mankind, and feems 
to bear part of that dilhonour which fails upon 
thofe that have the fame name, when they do 
not meet with due returns from their children. 
And on Inch the law inflitds inexorable punifh- 
ment; of which puniihmcnt mayeft thou ne¬ 
ver have the experience !” Now if the iufo- 
lenee of young men he thus cured, let them 
elcape the reproach which their former errors 
deferved ; for by this means the lawgiver will 
appear to be good, and parents happy, while 
they never behold either a fen or a daughter 
brought to puniJhment. But if it happen that 
tilde words, and indruddions conveyed by them, 
in order to reclaim the man, appear to l>c ufe- 
lefs, tlien the offender renders the laws impla¬ 
cable enemies to the infoleuce he has offered 
ins parents ; let him therefore be * brought 
forth, by thefe very parents, out of the city, 
with a multitude following him, and let him 
he honed ; and when he has continued there 
for one whole day, that ad the people may 
fee him, let him he buried in the night; And 
thus it is, that we bury all whom the laws 

* Sec Herod the Great infilling, on the execution of 
this law, with relation to two of his own funs, before tfe 


condemn to die, upon any account what- 
ioever.# Let our enemies that fall in battle he 
alfo buried ; nor let any one dead hotly he 
above ground, or differ a puniihmcnt beyond 
what j tillice requires. 

2 s- Let no one lend to any one of the 
Hebrews upon ufury, neither ufury of what is 
eaten or what is drunken, for it is not juSl to 
make advantage of the misfortunes of one of 
thy own countrymen; hut when thou had 
been aflidant to his ncceilities, think it thy gain, 
if thou obtained their gratitude to tine, and 
withal that reward which will runic to thee 
from God, for thy humanity towards him 

26. Those who have borrowed .Truer Gi¬ 

ver, or any fort of fruits, whether dry or wet 
(1 mean this, when the [ewifli affairs fhall, by 
the bleffing of God, he to their own mind) 
let the borrowers bring them again, and redore 
them with plealure to thole who lent them, 
laying them up, as it were, in their own trea¬ 
dmes, and |tidly cxpcdling to receive them 
thence, if they lhall want them again. But if 
they be without lhame, and do not rcflore it,, 
let not the lender go to the borrower’s houfe, 
and take a pledge himfelf, before judgment he 
given concerning it, but let him reap lire the 
pledge, and let the debtor bring it of himfelf, 
without the lead oppobtion to him that comes 
upon him under the protection of the law. 
And if he that gave the pledge be rich, let the 
creditor retain it till what he lent be paid him 
again ; but if lie be poor, let him that takes it 
return it before the going down of the, fun, 
efpecially if the pledge be a garment, that the 
debtor may have it for a covering in his deep, 
God himfelf naturally fhewing mercy to the 
poor. It is alfo vyot lawful to take a mildone, 
nor any utenfil thereto belonging, for.a pledge, 
that the debtors may itu T deprived of inftru- 
ments to get their food withal, and le^f they be 
undone by their neceffity. ^./ 

27. Let death be tl\e nyjdfitrnent for fteal- 
; ing a man; but he that hath purloined gold 

or 

judges at Berytus, Antiq. B. XVI. ch. ii. 5 2. 
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or filver, let him pay double. If any one kill 
a man that is dealing fomething out" of his 
houl’e, let him be edeemed guilt lei's, although 
the man were only breaking in at the, wall. 
Let him that hath dolcn cattle pay four-fold 
what is loll, excepting the cafe of an ox, for 
which let the thief pay five-fold. Let him that 
is fo poor that he cannot pay what mulct is laid 
upon him, be his fervant to whom he was 
adjudged to pay it. 

28. If any one he fold to one of his own 
nation, let him ferve him lix years, and on the 

■nth let him go free: But if he have a ion 
•'-fervant, in his purchafcr’s houfe, 
t of his good-will to his maf- 
v itural affedlion to his wife and 

children, . -11 be his fervant dill, let him be 

let free only at the coming of the year of Ju¬ 
bilee, which is the fiftieth year, and let him 
take away with him his children and wife, and 
let them be free alfo. 

29. If any one find gold or filver on the 
road, let him enquire after him that loll it, and 
make proclamation of the place where he found 
it, and then redore it to him again, as not 
thinking it right to make his own profit by the 
iofs of another. And the dime rule is to be 
obferved in cattle found to have wandered a- 
way into a lonely place. If the owner he not 
prefently diicovered, let him that is the finder 
keep it with himielf, and appeal to God, that 
he has not purloined what belongs to ano¬ 
ther. 

•50. It is not lawful to pads by any bead that 
is in diftrefs, when in a dorm it is fallen down 
in the mire, but to endeavour to preferve it, as 
having a fympathy with it in its pain. 

'{i. It is alf'o a duty t(j> fhew the roads to 
thole wkq do not kno\^/ them, and not to 

* Philo and others appear to have underftood this law, 
Exod. xxi.022, 23. better than Jofephus; who feems to 
allow, that ^'•qu^h the infant in the mother’s womb, 
even after the rtiornar. were quick, and fo the infant had a 
■» rational foul, were killed &y the ftroke upon the mother 
-yet, if the motherefcaped, the offender fhouldonly be fined, 
and not put to death ; while the law feems rather to 
mean, that if the infant in that cafe he killed, though the 
mother efcape, the offender muft be put to death, and not 
only when the mother is killed, as Jofephus underftood it- 


edeem it a matter for fport, when we hinder 
others advantages, by fetting them in a wrong 
way. 

32. In like manner let no cite revile a ptr- 
fon blind or dumb. 

33. If men drive together, and there He no- 
indrument of iron, let him that is finitten he 
avenged immediately, by inflicting the fume 
puniihmcnt on him that finote him : But if 
when he is carried home he lie Tick many days, 
and then die, let him that fmote him efcapc 
puniihmcnt ; lmt if lie that is fmitten efcape 
death, and yet be at great expence for his cure, 
the linker lhall pay tor all that has been ex¬ 
pended during the time of his dickncds, and for 
all that he has paid the phyfician. Fie that 
kicks a woman with child, fo that the woman 
* inifcarry, let him pay a fine in money, as the 
judges fhall determine, as having diminifhed 
the multitude by the dcflrudtion of what was 
in her womb; and let money alio be given 
the woman’s hufband by him that kicked 
her ; but if die die of the drokc, let him alfo 
be put to death ; the law judging it equitable 
that life fhould go for life. 

34. Let no one of the Tfraelitcs keep any 
f poifon that may caufe death, or any other 
harm ; but if he be caught with it, let him be 
put to death, and fuller the very fame mifehief 
that he would have brought upon them for 
whom the poifon was prepared. 

35. He that maimeth any one, let him un¬ 
dergo the like himfclf, and he deprived of 
the fame member of which lie hath deprived 
the other, J unlcfs he that is maimed will ac¬ 
cept of money inflcad of it ; for the law makes 
the fufferer the judge of the value of what he 
hath fuffered, and permits him to cflimate it, 
unlefs he will be more fevere. 

It feems this was the expofition of the Pharifees in the day:', 
of Jofephus. 

f "What we render a « witch , according to our modern no¬ 
tions of ^witchcraft, Exod. xxii. 18. Philo and Jofephus un¬ 
derftood of a polfuner , or one who attempted, by ferret 
and unlawful drugs or philtra, to take away tin; lenfes or 
the lives of men. 

J This permiffion of redeeming this penalty with money 
is not in our copies, Exod. xxi. 22, 23. Lcvit. xxiv. 20. 
Dent, xix.,21.. 
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36. Let him that is the owner of an ox 
which pufheth with his horn kill him ; but if 
he putties and gores any one in the threftung- 
fioor, let him he put to death hy ttoning, and 
let him not be thought fit for food : But if his 
owngr be convidled as having known what his 
nature was, and hath not kept him up, let him 
alio be put to death, as being the occalion of 
the ox’s having killed a man. But if the ox 
hath killed a man-fervant, or a maid-fervant, 
let him be ttoned; and let the owner of the 
ox * pay thirty lhckels to the matter of him 
that was (lain : But if it be an ox that is thus 
fmitten and killed, let both the oxen, that 
which fmote the other, and that which was 
killed, be fold, and let the owners of them di¬ 
vide their price between them. 

37. Let thofc that dig a well or a pit be 
careful to lay planks over them, and fo keep 
them flint up, not in order to hinder any perfons 
from drawing water, but that there may be no 
danger of falling into them: But if any one’s 
heatt fall into 1‘uch a well or pit, thus digged, 
and not dmt up, and perifh, let the owner pay 
its price to the owner of the heart. Let there 
be a battlement round the tops of your lioufes 
in (lead of a wall, that may prevent any perfons 
from rolling down and peri thing. 

pk Let him that has received any thing 
In trull for another take care to keep it as a 
facred and divine thing; and let no one invent 
any contrivance whereby to deprive him that 
hath intruded it with him of the fame, and this 
whether he he a man or a woman, no not al¬ 
though he or five were to gain an immenfe fum 
of gold, and this where he cannot he convicted 
of it by any body ; for it is lit that a man’s 
own cnnfdencc, which knows what lie hath, 
fhould in all cafes oblige him to do well. Let 
this confidence be bis witnefs, and make him 
always ad fo as may procure him commenda¬ 
tion from others ; but let him chiefly have re¬ 
gard to Cod, from whom no wicked man can 
lie concealed : But if he in whom the truft 
was repofed, without any deceit of his own, 

* We may here note, that 30 fliekels, the price our 
Saviour was fold for by Judas to the Jews, Matt. xxvi. 


lofe what he was intruded withal, let him 
come before the feveri judges, and fwcar by 
God, that nothing hath been loft willingly, or 
with a wicked intention, and that he hath not 
made*ufe of any part thereof, and fo let him 
depart without blame ; but if he hath made 
ufe of the leaft part of what was committed to 
him, and it be loft, let him be condemned to 
repay all that he had received, after the lame 
manner as in thefe trufts it is to be, if anv one 
defraud thofc that undergo bodily labour for 
him. And let it be always remembered, that 
we are not to defraud a poor man of liiy wages, 
as being lenbble that God has allotted tK fe 
wages to him inltead of land, and otlw. port i- 
flons ; nay, this payment is not at all to be de¬ 
layed, but to be made that very day, iinee 
God is not willing to deprive the labourer of 
the immediate ufe of what he hath laboured 
for. 

1 39. You are not to punifh children for the 

faults of their parents, but on account of their 
own virtue, rather to vouchfafc them commi- 
feration, became they were born eft wicked 
parents, than hatred, becaufe they were born of 
bad ones : Nor indeed ought we to impute the 
fin of children to their fathers, while young 
perfons indulge thcmfelves in many practices 
different from what they have been in faulted 
in, and this by their proud rcfufal of fucli in- 
ftrudlion. 

40. Let thofc that have made themfelvcs 
eunuchs be had in deteftation ; and do you a- 
i void any converfation with them, who have 
deprived thcmfelves of their manhood, and of 
that fruit of generation which God has given 
to men for the increafc of their kind : Let fuch 
be driven away,, as if they had killed their 
children, fince they'Before-liand have Jolt what 
iliould procure themg ferp evidrVAit is, that 
while their foul is become efteminste, they 
have withal transfufed that effemin-'y to their 
body alfo. In like manner dlfyou treat all 
that is of a monflrous nature when it is looked 

on ; 

15. xxvii. 3. was the old value of a bought fervant, or 
flave, among that people. 
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on ; nor is it lawful to * geld either men or 
any other animals. 

41. Let this be the conftitution of your 
political laws in time of peace ; and God will 
be fo merciful as to prefepve this excellent fet- 
tlcment free from difturbance : And may that 
time never come which may innovate any 
thing, and change it for the contrary. But 
iincc it muft needs happen that mankind fall 
into troubles and dangers, either. undefignedly : 
or intentionally, come let us make a few con- ! 
ftitutions concerning them, that fo being ap- 
pnfed before-hand what ought to be done, 
you may have falutary counfels ready when 
you want and may not then be obliged 

to go to feek what is to he done, and fo be un¬ 
provided* and fall into dangerous circumftanccs. 
May you be a laborious people, and exercife 
your fouls in virtuous addons, and thereby 
poffefs and inherit the land without wars, 
while neither any foreigners make war upon it, 
and fo afflid you, nor any internal feditibif 
feize upon it, whereby you may do things 
that are contrary to your fathers, arft! fo lofe 
the laws which they have eftablifhed, And 
may you continue ill the obfervation of thofc 
laws which God hath approved of, and hath 
delivered to you. Let all fort of warlike ope¬ 
rations, whether they b^fal you nqw in your 
own time, or hereafter infthe'jinies -of your 
pofterity, be done out of yout;'own borders : 
But when you are about to go to war, fend 
ambaflages and heralds to thofe who are your 
voluntary enfemies, for it is a right thing to 
make ufe of words to them before you come to 
your weapons of wear; and allure them there¬ 
by, that although you have a numerous army, 
with horfes, and weapons, -and abo^e thefe, j 
a God arc’-ciful to you, afi / ready to affift you, ! 
you do howSVfcwdefn 4 them riot to cotapel you 
to fight againft them, nor to take from them 
what they-which will indeed be our gain, 
but what they wKi 4 iftve no reafon to vbfh f $ye 
ihould take to ourfelve,v' And : iflliey'’IUiatkefi''' 

* This law againft caftration, even of hrotes y is faid to 
be fo rigorous etfewhene, as » death «n him that does 

it, which feems only a pharifaical interpretation in the 
days of Jofephus of that law;, Levit. xxi. 20. and xxii. 24. 


to you, it will be proper for you to keep peace 
with them; but if they truft on their own 
ftrength, as fuperior to yours, and will not do 
you juftice, lead your army againft them, 
making ufe of God as your fupreme com¬ 
mander, but ordaining for a lieutenant under 
him one that is of the greatest courage among 
you ; for th$fe different commanders, be Pules 
thejf being an obftaclu to aClions that arc to be 
done on the Hidden, arc a difad vantage to thofe 
that make ufe of them. Lead an army, pure, 
and of chofen men, compofed of all fuck as 
have extraordinary ftrength of body, and bar- 
dinefs of foul; but do you fend away the timor¬ 
ous part, left they run away in the time of ac¬ 
tion, and fo afford;'an advantage to your ene¬ 
mies. Do you alio give leave to thofe that 
l\ave lately built them hordes, and have not 
yet lived in them a year’s time; and to thole 
that hayc planted the pi vineyards, and have 
not yet been partakers of their fruits, to continue 
in their oWn country; as well as thofe a ho 
who have betrothed or lately married them 
wives, left they have fudi an affedion for thde 
things, that they be too fparing of their lives, 
and ,by referving themfeives for thofe enjoy- 

• ments, they become voluntary cowards [on ac¬ 
count of their wives.] - 

42. When you have pitched your camp, 
take care that you do nothing that is cruel. 
And when you are engaged in a fiege, and want 
timber for the making of warlike engines, do 
not you render the land naked by cutting down 
trees that bear fruit, but fpare them, as con¬ 
sidering that they were made for the benefit of 
men ; and that if they could fpeak, they would 
have, a juft plea againft you, becaufe, though 
they are not occafiomof the war, they are un- 
juftly treated, and fuffer in it, and would, if 
they.W;ero able, remove themfeives into another 
land. When you have beaten your enemies 
in battle, ,llay thofe that have fought againft 
ybft.j belt preferve the others alive, that they 

, ‘ v ' * 

! h may 

• only' We may lienee obferve, 'that the Jews could then 
have no oxen which wesgeh, but only bulls, and cows, 
in Judea. 
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may pay you tribute, excepting the nation of 
the Canaanites ; for as to that people, you muff 
entirely deftroy them. 

43. Take care, el'pccially in your battles, 
that no woman ufe the habit of a man, nor man, 
the garment of a woman. 

44. This, was the form of political govern¬ 
ment which was left us by Moles. Moreover, 
he had * already delivered laws in writing in 
the fortieth year [after they came out of E- 
gypt] concerning which we will djlcourfe in 
another book. But now, on the following 
days (for he called them to affemble continu¬ 
ally) he delivered blcffings to-them, and curfes 
upon thofe that live according to the laws, but 
fnould tranfgrefs the duties that were determi¬ 
ned for them to ohferve. After this he read to 
them a poetic fong, which was compofcd in 
hexameter verfe; and left it to them in the 
holy book : it contained a prediction of what 
was to come to pafs afterward. Agreeably 
whereto all things have happened all along, 
and do fill happen to us ; and wherein he has 
not at all deviated from the truth. According¬ 
ly he delivered thefe books to the f priefts, 
with the ark ; into which he alfo put the ten 
commandments, written in two tables. He 
delivered to them the tabernacle alfo: and ex¬ 
horted the people, that when they had con¬ 
quered the land, and were fettled in it, they 
Ihould not forget the injuries of the Ama- 
lekites, hut make war againft them, and inflidt 
punilhment upon them for what mifehief they 
did them when they were in the wiklernefs: 
and tlui when they had got poffeffion of the 
land of the Canaanites, and'when they had de- 
ftroyed the whole multitude of its inhabitants, 
as they ought to do, they Ihould ercdl an altar 
that Ihould face the riling fun, not far from the 
city of Shechem, between the two mountains, 
that of Gerizrim, lituate ©n the right hand, 
and that called Ebal, on the-left; and that the 
army Ihould be fo divided, that fix tribes Ihould 

* Thefe laws feem to be thofe above-mentioned § 4. of 
this chapter. 

•f What laws were now delivered‘to-the priefis, fee the 

r*rx r*t\ Antin PI. ITT. rlnn. t. S n. 


Hand upon each, of 'the two mountains, and 
with them the Levites, and the priefts. And 
that ftrft, thofe that were upon mount Gerizim 
Ihould pray for the beft: bleffings upon thole 
who were diligent about the worlhip of God, 
and the obfervation of his laws, and who did 
not rejedt what Mofes had faid to them ; while 
the other wifhed them all manner of happinefs 
alfo : And when thefe laft put up the like pray¬ 
ers, the former praifed them. After this, cur¬ 
fes were denounced upon thofe that Ihould 
tranfgrefs thofe laws, they anfwering one ano¬ 
ther alternately, by way of confit— 
what had been faid. Mofes allc 
bleffings, and their curfes, tha 
learn them fo thoroughly, that they 1 .... 

be forgotten by length of time. And when lie 
was ready to die, he wrote thefe bleffings and 
► curies .}. upon the altar, on each fide of it; 
where he fays alfo the people flood, and then 
facriiiced, and offered burnt-offerings, though 
after that day they never offered upon it any 
other facrifice, for it was not lawful fo to do. 
Thefe ale the conftitutions of Mofes ; and the 
Hebrew nation ftill live according to them. 

45. On the next day Mofes called the peo¬ 
ple together, with the women and children, 
to a congregation, fo as the very, Haves were 
prefent alfo, that they might engage them- 
felves to the obfervation of thefe laws by an 
©ath ; and that duly confidering the meaning 
of God irnthem, they might not, either for fa¬ 
vour of their kindred, of out of fear of any one, 
or indeed for any motive whatfoever, think any 
thing ought to be preferred to thefe laws, and 
fo might tranfgrefs them, .That in cafe any 
one of their own blood, or any city, Ihould .at¬ 
tempt to confound of diffolve their conftitution 
of government, Ihey Ihould take vengeance 
upon them* both all in ^enprah'iSnd each per- 
fon in particular; and when they had conquer¬ 
ed them,, Ihould overturn their pU?/ to the very 

, — iT? foundc- 

$ Of the exa£V place where this altar was to be built, 
whether pearer mount Gerizim or mount Ebal, according 
to Jofephus, fee Eflajr on da OldTeftament, p. nSB,—~ 
t'tr. 
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foundations, and, if pofliMe, fhoulcl not leave 
the lead footfleps of fuch madnefs : But that if 
they were not able to take fuch vengeance, they 
should Hill demonllrate, that what was done 
was contrary to their wills. So the multitude 
bound themfelves by oath fo to do. 

46. Moses taught them alfo by what means 
their facrifices might he the raoft acceptable to 
God; and how they fhould go forth to war, 
making ufe of * the ftones [in the high prieft’s 
bread-plate] for their direction, as I have be¬ 
fore fignilied. Joflma alfo prophefied while 
Mofes was prefent. And when Moles had re¬ 
capitulated whatfoever he had done for the pre- 
r - . vatun. ^ the people, both in their wars, and 
in peace, and had compofed them a body of 
laws, and procured them an excellent form of 
government, he foretold, as God had declared 
to him. That “ if they tranfgreffed that inditu- 
tion for the worlhip of God, they fhould ex¬ 
perience the following miferies: their land 
fhould be full of weapons of war from their 
enemies, and their cities fhould be overthrown, 
and their temple fhould be burnt ; that they 
fhould be fold for flaves to fuch men as would 
have no pity on them in their afflictions ; that 
they would then repent, when that repentance 
would no way profit them under their fuffer- 
ings. Yet, faid.he, will that God who found¬ 
ed your nation, redore your cities to your ci¬ 
tizens, with your temple alfo; and you fhall 
lofe thefe advantages not once only, but often.” 

47. Now when Moles had-encouraged Jo- 
fhua to lead out the army againft the Canaan- 
ites, by telling him that God would aflift him 
in all his undertakings, and had bleffed the 
whole multitude, he faid, “ Since I am.going 
to my forefathers, and God has determined, 
that this fhould be the day of my departure to 
them, I ret uffiaJkuivthanks while I am it ill alive, 

* Since TnfepKus allures us .here,, as is molt naturally 
to be fuppofea,V'ujas the Septuagint gives the text, Deut. 
xxxiii. 6 . that MoltVhl > 5 ed every one of the tribes of I Cruel, 
it is evident that Simeon was not omitted in his copy, as 
it unhappily now is, both ia our HebreW and Samaritan 
copies. » 

f Dr Bernard well obferves here, how unfortunate this 
neglect of coufulting the Urim was to Jofliua himfelf, in 
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and prefent with you, for that providence he 
hath exercifed over you, which hath not only 
delivered us from the miferies we lay under, 
hut hath bellowed a flate of profperity upon us ; 
as alfo, that he hath affiled me in the pains I 
took, and in all the contrivances I had in'my 
care about you, in order to better your condi¬ 
tion, and hath on all occafions (hewn himfelf 
favourable to us ; or rather he it was who firll 
conduced our affairs, and brought them to an 
happy concluiion, by making ufe of me as a 
vicarious general under him, and as a minifies 
in tliofe matters wherein he was willing to do 
you good : On which account I think it pro¬ 
per to hlefs that divine power which will take 
care of you for the time to come, and this 
in order to repay that debt which I owe him, 
and to leave behind me a memorial that we 
are- obliged to worfhip and honour him, and 
to keep thofe laws which arc the moil excellent 
gift of all thofe he hath already bellowed upon 
us, or which, if he continue favourable to us, 
he will bellow upon us hereafter. Certainly, 
an human legiflator is a terrible enemy,' when 
his laws are affronted, and are made to no 
purpofe. And may you never experience that 
difpleafurc of God which will be the confe- 
quence of the negledt of thefe his laws, which 
he, who is your Creator, hath given you.” 

48. When Mofes- had fpoken thus at the 
end of his life, and had foretold what would 
befal to f every, one of their tribes afterward, 
with the addition of a bleffmg to them, the 
multitude fell into tears, infomuch, that even 
the women,.by beating their breads, made ma- 
nifefl the deep concern they had when lie was 
about to die. The children alio lamented Hill 
more, as not able to contain their grief; and 
thereby declared, that even at their age they 

were 

the cafe of tile Gibeonites, who put a trick upon him, and 
enfnared him,.together with the reft of the Jewifti ruicis, 
with a folemn oath to preferve them, contrary to his com- 
mSfiion to extirpate all the Canaatiites, root and branch ; 
which oath he and tire other rulers never durft break, free 
Scripture Politics, p. 55, ;t>. and this It:arc they were 
brought into, becaufe 'Ikcy did not ajk nuvfd at the muth 
of the Lvrd t Jof. tx. 14, 
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were fcniible of his virtue, and mighty deeds: 
and truly there feemed to be a ft rife between the 
young and the old, who fheuld nioft grieve for 
him. The old grieved, becaufe they knew 
what a careful protestor they were to be de¬ 
prived of, and fo lamented their future ftate ; 
but the young grieved, not only for that, but 
alfo becaufe it fo happened that they were to 
,be left by him before they had well tailed of 
his virtue. Now one may make a gueis at the 
excels of this forrow and lamentation of the 
multitude, from what happened to the legifia- 
tor himfclf; for ..although he was always per- 
.funded that he ought not to be call down at the 
-approach of death, lince the undergoing it was 
agreeable to the will of God, and the law of 
nature, yet what the people did fo overbore 
him that lie wept himfelf. Now as he went 
thence to the place where he was to vanifli out 
of their light, they all followed after him weep¬ 
ing ; but Mofes beckoned with his hand to 
thole that were remote from him, and bid them 
Hay behind in quiet, while he exhorted thole 
that were near to him, that they would not 
render his departure fo lamentable: Where¬ 
upon they thought they ought to grant him 
that favour, to let him depart according as he 
himfelf defired, fo they reftrained themfelves, 
though weeping ftill towards one another. All 
thole who accompanied him were the fenate, 
and Eleazar the high prieft, and Joftnia their 
commander. Now as loon as they were come 
to the mountain called Abarhn (which is a very 
high mountain lituate over againft Jericho, and 
one that affords to fuch as are upon it a prof- 
ped of the greateft part of the excellent land 
of Canaan) lie difmiffed the fenate; and as he 
was going to embrace Eleazar and Joftiua, and 
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| was ftill difeourfing with them, a cloud ftood 
over him on the fudden, and he difappeared in 
a certain valley, although he wrote in the holy 
books that he died, which was done out of 
fear, left they fhould venture to fay, that be¬ 
caufe of his extraordinary virtue he went to 
God. 

49. Now Mofes lived in all one hundred 
and twenty years ; a third part of which time, 
abating one month, he was the people’s ruler : 
And he died on the laft month of the ycai, 
which is called by the Macedonians Dyjinis , 
but by us Adar , on the firft day of the month. 
He was one that exceeded all men th.U ,.ver 
were, in imderftanding, and mad? the hell ,: r . 
of what that imderftanding fuggefted to him. 
He had a very grateful way of fpeaking and 
addreffing himfelf to the multitude : and as to 
his other qualifications, he had fuch a full 
command of hispaflions, as if he hardly had any 
fuch in his foul, and only knew them by their 
names, as rather perceiving them in other men 
than himfelf. He was alfo fuch a general of 
an army as is feldom fecn, as well as fuch a 
prophet as was never known; and this to fuch 
a degree, that whatfoever he pronounced you 
would think you heard the voice of God him¬ 
felf. So the people mourned for him thirty 
days : Nor did ever any grief fo deeply affeft 
the Hebrews as did this upon the death of 
Mofes ; nor were thole that had experienced 
his conduct the only perfons that deiired him, 
but thofe alfo that perufed the laws he left behind 
him had a llrong defire after him, and by them 
gathered the extraordinary virtue he was maf- 
ter of. And this fhall fuffice for the declara¬ 
tion of the manner of the death of Moles. 
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Containing the Interval of Four Hundred and Seventy fix Tears. 

[From the Death of Moses to the Death of Fi.x.J 


C H A P. I. 

How JoJbua, the Commander of the Hebrews, 
made War with the Cauaanites , and overcame 
them, and defrayed them, and divided their 
Land by Lot to the Tribes of JfraeL 

$ THEN Mofes was taken away from 

among men, in the manner al- 
V * ready deferibed, and when all the 
folcninities belonging to the mourning for him 
were finilhed, and the forrow for him was over, 
■jofhua commanded the multitude to get them- 
felves ready for an expedition. He alfo fent 
fpies to Jericho, to difeover what forces they 
had, and what were their intentions, but he put 
his camp in order, as intending foon to pafs over 
jordan at a proper feafon. And calling to him 
the rulers of the tribe of Reubel, and the go¬ 
vernors of the tribe of Gad, and [the half tribe 
of] Manaflch (for half of this tribe had been 
permitted to have their habitation in the coun¬ 
try of the Amorites, which was the * feventh 
part of the land of Canaan) he put them in 

* The Amorites were one of the /even nations of Ca¬ 
naan : Hence Reland is willing fuppofe, that Jofephus 
did not here mf.an that their land beyond Jordan was a 
feventh part of the \WtTTJc land of Canaan, but meant the 
Amorites as a feventh nation. His reafon is, that Jofephus, 
as xvell as our Bible, generally diftinguifh the land beyond 
Jordan from the ’'Wf of Canaan : Nor can it be denied, 
that in llrictncfs they v. CX- different; yet after two tribes 
and an half of the twelve tribes came to inherit it, it 
might, in a general way all together, be xvell included un¬ 
der the land of Canaan, or Palefme, or Judea; of which 


mind what they had promifed Mofes; and he ex~ 
hprted them, that, for the fake of the care that 
Mofes had taken of them, who had never been 
weary of taking pains for them, no, not when 
he was dying, and for the fake of the public 
welfare, they would prepare thcmfelvcs, am! 
readily perform what they had promifed; So he 
took fifty thoufand of them, who followed him, 
and he marched from Abila to Jordan, fixty 
furlongs. 

■ 2. Now when he had pitched his camp, the 

fpies came to him immediately, well acquainted 
with the whole ftate of the Canaanitcs: For at 
firft, before they were at all difeovered, they 
took a full view of the city Jericho without 
difturbance, and faw which parts of the walls 
were ftrong, and which parts were otherwife, 
and indeed infecure, and which of the gates 
were fo weak as might afford an entrance to 
their army. Now thofc that met them took 
notice of them when they faw them, and fup- 
pofed they were only firangers, who ufed to 

be 

we have a clear example here before us in Jofephus, 
xvhofe words evidently imply, that taking the whole land 
of Canaan, or that inhabited by all the twelve tribes to¬ 
gether, and parting it into feven parts', the part beyond 
Jordan was in quantity of ground one feventh part ot the 
whole. And this well enough agrees to Reland’s own 
map of that country, although this land beyond Jordan 
was fo peculiarly fruitful, and good for palturage, as the 
two tribes and an half took notice, Numb, xxxii. i, 4, 1 (,. 
that it maintained about a fifth part of the whole people. 

2 L 
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he very curious in obferving every thing in the 
city, and did not take them for enemies ; but 
at even they retired to a .certain inn, that was 
near to the wall, whither they went to cat their 
fupper ; which flipper when they had dene, 
and were conlidering how to get away, infor¬ 
mation was given to king, as he was at fupper, 
that there were fome porfons come from the 
Hebrews camp to view the city as fpies, and 
that they were in the inn kept by Rahab, and 
were very felicitous that they might not be 
dilcovcred : fo he font immediately* fome to 
them, and commanded to catch them, and 
bring them to him, that, he might examine 
them by torture, and learn what their bufinefs 
was there. As foon as Rahab underllood that 
thole meflengers were coining, ihe hid the fpies 
under balks of fax, which were laid to dry on 
the top of her hovic ; and fa id to the meflen- 
gers that were lent to the king,'that certain 
unknown {Rangers had fupped with her a little 
before Inn-let ting, and were gone away, who 
might enhi y he taken, if they were any terror 
to the city, or likciv to bring any danger to the 
king bo these, melfc tigers being thus * deluded* 
by the woman, and iufpcdling no impofition, 
went their ways, witliout fo much as fcarching 
the inn ; but they immediately purined them 
along thole roads wliich they mob probably 
i’uprpfed them to have gone, and thole parti- 
cuh’dy which led to the liver, but could bear 
no things H them: fo they left off the pains 
el any farther purfuit. Hut when the tumult 
was over, Rahab brought the men down, and 
ddired them, as foon as they Ihould have ob¬ 
tained polfeflion of the land of Canaan, when 
it would he in their power to make her a- 

* It plainly appears by the hiilOry of thefe fpi'Cff, arid 
the innkeeper Rahab’s deception of the kifig of Jericho’s 
meflenyer;;, by telling them what v. at, fade, in order to 
fave the lives of the fpies, and yet the pp-eat commenda¬ 
tion of her faith and good woiks in the New Tedainent, 
Hch. xi. 31. Ja. ii. 25. an well an by many other paral¬ 
lel examples, both iij the Old Tdh.itneiu and in Jofephus, 
shat tie hell men cl id not then 1'crnple to deceive thole, 
public enemies, who might, jullly he deilroyed ; as alio 
might deceive ill mm, in order-to nve live, and deliver 
themfi Ives fiom the tyranny of then imjufl oppre/lbrr; 
and tin:., by tolling dircA falklieodo 1 use; n all this. 
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mends for her prefervation of them, to remem¬ 
ber what danger fire had undergone for their 
fakes* for that if (he had been caught conceal¬ 
ing them, flic could not have efcaped a terrible 
deftruclion, Ihe and all her family with her •. 
and fo bid them to go home ; and defiled them 
to fwear to her, to preferve her and her family, 
when they fhould take the city, and deftroy ail 
its inhabitants, as they had decreed to do ; fur 
fo far flie laid ihe had been allured by thole 
divine miracles, of which ihe had been in¬ 
formed. So thefe fpies acknowledged, that 
they owed her thanks for what Ihe had done 
already, and withal fwore to requite her kind- 
nefs, not only in words, but in deeds • BurThey 
gave her this advice, that when- "me flunk., 
perceive that the city was about to he taken, 

, flie Ihould put her goods, and all her family, 
by way of lecurity, in her inn, and to hang 
out fearlet threads before her doors [or win¬ 
dows] that the commander of the Hebrews 
might know her houfe, and take care to do 
her no harm ; for, faid they, we will inform 
him of this matter, becaufe of the concern thou 
j) kail had to preferve us : But if any one of thy 
family fall in the battle, do not thou blame us; 
and we befccch that God, by whom we have 
(worn, not then to be difpleafed with us*, as 
| though wc had broken our oaths.. So thefe 
men, when they had made this agreement, 

I went away, letting themfclves down by a rope 
; from the wall, and efcaped, and came and told 
I their own people whatfoever they had done in 
j their journey to this city. Jofhua alio told Ele- 
| azar the high prieft, and the fenatc, what the 
I fpies had fworn to Rahab, who confirmed what 
had,been fworn. . 3. Now 

where on oath was demanded of them ; other-wife thev 
never durft venture on fuch a procedure. Nor was Ju- 
fephus himfcJf of any other opinion or pradice, as 1 fludl 
remark in the note on Atitiq. If. rfirdi. iv, 6 3. And.ob- 
feive, that I dill call this woman Rahab, an tmhetper, not 
an harlot; the whole hiflory, both in our copies, and efpe- 
cially in Jofephus, implying no more * it was indeed fo 
frequent a thing, that womeif laid were innkeepers were 
aifo harlots, or maintainors of harlots, that the woul com¬ 
monly ufed for real harlots wa« ufin’ly given them. See 
I)r Bernard’s note here, and Judg. xi. 1. and Antic. B. V. 
di. vii. $ 8. 
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7. Now while Jpfh.ua the commander was 
in fear about their paifing over Jordan, for the 
river ran with a flrong current, and could not 
be palled over with bridges, for there never 
had been bridges laid over hitherto, and while 
he fufpedted, that if he fhould attempt to 
make a bridge, that the enemies would not af¬ 
ford him time to perfect it, and for ferry-boats 
tie y had none, God promifed fo to difpofe of 
the river that they might pafs over it, and that, 
bv taking away the main part of its waters. So 
Jotliua, after two days, caufed the army and the 
whole multitude to pafs over in the manner 
full-owing: The priefts went lirfl of all, having 
th. ail: with them, then went the Levites bcar- 
i.ig the tawmade, and the veflels that belong¬ 
ed to the facritices, after which the entire mul¬ 
titude followed according to their tribes, having 
their children and their wives in the midft of 
them- as being afraid for them, left they fhould 
be borne away by the ftream. But as foon as 
the priefts had entered the river iirft, it appear¬ 
ed fordable, the depth of the water being re- 
Itraihed, and the find appearing at the bottom, 
bec iiife the current was neither fo flrong nor 
<b fwil'r as to carry it away by its force : fo they 
" all palled over the river without fear, finding 
it to be in the very fame flate as God had fore¬ 
told he would put it in; but the priefts flood 
Hill in the midft of the river till the multitude 
fhould be palled over, and fhould get to the 
fhore in fafety; and when all were gone over, 
the priefts came out alfo, and permitted .the 
current to run freely as it ufed to do before. 
Accordingly the river, as foon as the Hebrews 
were come out of it, role again preiently, and 
came to its own proper magnitude as before. 

4. So the Hebrews went oh farther fifty fur¬ 
longs, and pitched their camp at the diftance of 
ten furlong* from Jericho : But Jofhua built an 
altar of thole turtles, which all the heads of 
the tribes, at the command of the prophet, had 
taken out of d.*: deep, to be afterwards a me¬ 
morial of the divifti .vi>f the ftream of this ti- 
yver, and upon it offered fa orifice to God ; ami jj 
1 in that place celebrated the ’paHover, ami had H 
great plenty of all the things which -they ware- !{ 


ed hitherto; for they reaped the corn of the 
Canaanites, which was now ripe, and took o- 
ther tilings as prey ; for then it was that the'r 
former food, which was manna, and of whkh 
they had eaten forty years, failed them. 

5. Now while the Ifraclites did this, and the 
Canaanites did not attack them, but kept their,- 
felves quiet within their own walls, jofhua rc- 
folved to hcliegc them; fo on the Iirft day of 
the fe*ft [of the paffover] the priefls carried the 
ark, round about which was feme part of th-* 
armed men to he a guard to it. Thcfc priell; 
went forward, blowing with their ieven trum¬ 
pets ; and exhorted the army to be of good cou¬ 
rage, and went round about the city, with the 
fenatc following them ; and when the priefts 
had only blown with the trumpets, for they 
did nothing more at all, they returned to the 
camp. And when they had done this for fix 
days, on the feventh Jofhua gathered the arm¬ 
ed men, and all the people together, and told 
them this good tiding, that the city fhould now 
be taken, iinee God would Gil elicit day give il 
them, by the falling down of the walls, and 
this of their own accord, and without their la¬ 
bour. However, he charged them to kill eve¬ 
ry one they fhould take, and not to abflain 
from the daughter of their enemies, cither for 
wearinefs, or for pity, and not to fall on the 
fpoil, and be thereby diverted from purfuing 
their enemies as they ran away ; but to deftroy 
all the animals, and to take nothing for their 

•A _ ’ O 

own peculiar advantage. He commanded them 
alfo to bring together all the filver and gold, that 
it might he fet. a part as firft fruits two God 
out of this glorious exploit, as having gotten 
them from the city they firft took ; m-ly that 
they fhould five Rahab and her kindred alive, 
bee a ufe of the oath which the foies had iworn 
to her. 

6. Whi:n he had fa id this, and fet his army 
in order, he brought it again:! the city - -U, 
they went round the city again, the ..T gc iv v 
before them, and the priefls encouraging \ :il 

people to he zealous »n the Vtotk : m,d Tri e 
they had gone round it fevui and. t ..d 



Book V. 


i.jS anti qjj ities 

flood ft.il 1 a little, the wall fell down, while no 
inftruments of war, nor any other force, was 
•applied to it by the Hebrews. 

7. So they entered into Jericho, and flew 
all the men that were therein, while they were 
affrighted at the furprifing overthrow of the 
walls, and their courage was become ufelefs, 
and they were not able to defend themfelves ; 
jo they were flain, and their throats cut, fome 
in the ways, and others as caught i% their 
houfes ; nothing afforded them affiftance, but 
they all perifhed, even to the women and the 
children, and the city was filled with dead 
bodies, and not one perfon efcaped. They al¬ 
io burnt the whole city, and the country about 
it; but they faved alive Rahab, with her fa¬ 
mily, who had fled to her inn. And when fhe 
was brought to him, Jofliua owned to her, 
that they owed her thanks for her prefervation 
of ihe fpies: So he faid he would not appear 
to be behind her in his benefaction to her; 
whereupon he gave her certain lands immedi¬ 
ately, and had her in great efteem ever after¬ 
wards. 

b. And if any part of the city efcaped the 
fire, he overthrew it from the foundation ; and 
he denounced a * curie againft the inhabitants, 
if any one fhould defire to rebuild it, how up¬ 
on his laying the foundation of its walls he 
ihould be deprived of his eldcft fon, and upon 
fmifiling it. he fhould lofe his youngeft ion. 
"hjlt what liappened hereupon, we fhall fpeak 
of hereafter. 

* l 7 ;' A n occafinn of this devoting of Jericho to de- 
flrnrti''' :, am! the exemplary punifhment of Acliar, who 
}u)'c- that c! crcm or anathema, and of the punifhment of 
the tufii’v breaker of ir, Hie], 1 Kings xvi. 34. as alfo of 
the\>ur,:f!nnent of Saul, for breaking the like chcretn or o- 
natuenn againft the Amnlckitrs, 1 Sam. xv. we may ob- 
ferve what was the true meaning of that law, Levit. xxvii. 
? 8 . None devoted, which /all be devoted of men, /sail be re¬ 
deemed ; but (ha/l fureh be put to death ; i. e. whenever any 
of the Jews public enemies had been, for their wickednefs, 
folemnly devou'tl to deftruction, according to the divine 
rnmm.tnd, as were generally the feven wicked nations of 
Cancan, and lhofe /unices the Amalekitcs, 1 Sam. xv. 18. 
it was utterly unlawful to permit thofe enemies to be re¬ 
deemed, but they were to be all utterly deftroyed. See 
alfo Numb. xxi. 2, 3. 

t, That the name of this thief was not Johan, as in the 
common copies, but Achar, a:; here in Jofephus, and in 
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9. Now there was an immenfe quantity of 
filver and gold, and heftdes thofe of brafs alfo, 
that was heaped together out of the city when 
it was taken, no one tranfgreffmg the decree, 
nor purloining fqr their own peculiar advan¬ 
tage : which fpoils Jofhua delivered to the 
priefts, to be laid up among their trea lures. 
And thus did Jericho perifh. 

xo. But there was one § Achar , the fon [of 
Charmi, the fon] of Zebedias, of the tribe of 
Judah, who finding a royal garment woven en¬ 
tirely of gold, and a piece of gold that weigh¬ 
ed f two hundred fliekels, and thinking it a 
very hard cafe, that what fpoils he, by run¬ 
ning fome hazard, had found, he mull give 
away, and offer it to God, who flood in no 
need of it, while he that wanted it muff go 
without it, made a deep ditch in his own tent, 
and laid them up therein, as fuppoftng he Ihould 
not only be concealed from his fellow-foldiers, 
but from God himfelf alfo. 

11. Now the place where Jofhua pitched his 
camp was called Gilgal ,' which denotes :|: liber¬ 
ty, for fince now they had paffed over Jordan, 
they looked on themfelves as freed from the 
miferies which they had undergone from the 
Egyptians, and in the wildernefs. 

12. Now a few days after the calamity that 
bcfel Jericho, Jofhua ,fent three thoufand arm¬ 
ed men to take Ai, a city fituate above Jericho, 
but upon the fight of the people of Ai with 
them, they were driven back, and loft thirty- 

fix 

the Apoftolical Coriflitutions, B. VII. chap. ii. and elfe- 
where, is evident by the alluiion to that name in the 
curfe of Jofliua, Why haj} thou troubled us ? The Lordpall 
troi.hu ; -ee ; where the Hebrewwords allude only to the 
name Achar, but nut Achan. Accordingly this valley of 
Acliar, or Achor, vvrfs and is a known place, a little north 
of Gilgai, fo called from the days of Jofliua till this day. 
See Jofh. vii. 2 6. Ifa. lxv. 10. Hof. ii. 15.*snd Dr Ber¬ 
nard’s notes here. > ^ - 

f Here Dr Bernard very juftly obferves, that a few 
words are dropped out of Jofephus’s copies, on account of 
the repetition of the word pelels, an£ that it ought to be 
read thus, A piece of gold that ly /ph fii' rn pekels, and one of 
filver that -weighed 200/jelels, as in our other copies, Jo¬ 
fhua vii. 21. 

f I agree here with Dr Bernard, and approve of Jofe¬ 
phus’s interpretation of Gilgal for liberty. See Jofli. v. <y 
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fix of their men. When this was told the 
Ifraelites, it made them very fad, and exceed¬ 
ing difconfolatc, not fo much becaufc of the 
relation the men that were deflroyed bare 
v o them, though thofe that were deftroy- 
ed were all good men, and deferved their ei- 
t corn,-as by the delpair it occafioned ; for while 
they believed that they were already, in effort, 
in jioffefiion of the land, and fhould bring back 
the army out of the battles without lots, as God 
had promil'ed before-hand, they now law un- 
expertedly their enemies bold with fucccfs : fo 
they put fackcloth over their garments, and 
miuinued in tears and lamentation all the day, 
’w"' , hout r ' .• 1 t .fl enquiry after food, but laid 
what had happened greatly to heart. 

13. When Jolhna law the army fo much 
nflirted, and poiTcilcd with forebodings of evil 
as to their whole expedition, he ufed freedom 
with God, and laid, “ Wc arc not come thus 
far out of any raihnefs of our own, as though 
we thought ourielves jible to fubdue this land 
with our own weapons, but at the mitigation 
of Moles thy fervant for this purpofe, becaufc 
thou haft promifed us by many ligns, that thou 
wouhleft give us this land for a polfelfion, and 
that thou wouldeft make our army always fupe- 
rior in war to our enemies, and accordingly 
feme fucccfs has already attended upon us a- 
grceable to thy promifes ; but becaufc we have , 
now unexpectedly been foiled, and have loft 
lome men out of our army, we are grieved at 
it, as fearing what thou haft promil'ed us, and 
what Moles foretold us, cannot be depended on 
by us ; and our future expectation troubles us 
the more, bccaufe we have met with fuch a 
dififter in this our firft attempt. But do thou, 
O Lord, free us from thefe fufpicions ; for thou 
art able to find a cure for thele dilorders by 
giving us virtu"v. which will both take away 
rhe grief we are in at prelent, and prevent our 
diftruft as to what is to come.” 

■m 

14. These interreflions Jolhua put up to 
God as he lay prollrate on his face: whereupon 

■ 'God anfwcrcd him, “ That he lliould rife up, 

Kami purify his holt from the pollution which 
was got into it ; that things confccrated to me 
■ No. VII. 
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have been impudently fto'en from me , and that 
this has been the occalion why this defeat had 
happened to them ; and that when they Ihould 
fcarch out and punilh the offender, ire would 
ever take care they ihould have tlie virtory 
over their enemies.” Thi; Joil.ua told the 
people : And calling for Elea/.w the high priefi, 
and the men in authority, he caft lots, tribe lr> 
tribe, and when the lot fhewed that this -wick¬ 
ed artion was done by one of the tribe of Ju¬ 
dah, he then again propofed the lot to the i’eve- 
ral families thereto belonging; lb the truth of 
this wicked artion was found to belong to the 
family of Zacliar; and when the enquiry was 
made man by man, they took Achar, who, upon 
God’s reducing him to a terrible extremity, 
could not deny the fart : So he confeffcd the 
theft, and produced what he had taken in the 
midft of them: whereupon he was immediately 
put to death ; and attained no more than to be 
buried in the night, in a difgrareful manner, 
and fuch as was fuitable to a condemned male- 
fartor. 

15. W11En Jofhua had thus purified the boft, 
be laid them agaiuft Ai: And having by night 
laid an ambufli round about the city, he attack¬ 
ed the enemies as foon as it was day ; but as 
they advanced boldly againft the Ifraclites, be- 
caul'e of their former virtory, he made them 
believe he retired, and by that means drew 
them a great way from the city, they fitiil lap- 
pofing that they were purlhing then enemies, 
and defpifed them, as though the cafe had been 
the fame with that in the former battle ; after 
which Jofhua ordered his forces to turn about, 
and placed them againft their front : He then 
made the fignals agreed upon to thofe that lay 
in ambufli, and fo excited them to light; fo 
they ran fuddcnly into the city, the inhabitants 
being upon the walls, nay, others of them being 
in perplexity, and coming to fee thofe that 
were without the gates. Accordingly thefe 
men took the city, and flew all that they met 
with ; but Jofhua forced thofe that came, againft 
him to come to a dole fights and difcoinfitcd 
them, and made them run away ; and when 
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they wore driven towards tire city, and thought ! 
it had not been touched, as loon as they law 
it was taken, and perceived it was burnt, with 
their wives tmd children, they wandered about 
in the fields in a (battered condition, and were 
no way able to defend themfelves, bccaufe they 
had none to fupport them. Now when this 
calamity war. come upon the men of Ai, there 
were a great number of children, and women, 
arid fervants, and an immenfe quantity of other 
furniture. The Hebrews alfo took herds of 
cattle, and a great deal of money, for this was 
.1 rich country. So when Jofhua came to Gil- 
gal, he divided all thefe 1 polls among the fol- 
diers. 

i 6. But the Gibeonites, who inhabited very 
near to Jeruialem, when they Jaw what mifer- 
Ics had happened to the inhabitants ol Jericho, 
and to thole of Ai, and luipocled that the like 
fore calamity would come as far as themfelves, 
they did not think Jit to afk for mercy of Jo- 
Jhua; for they fuppofed they Jhould Jmd little 
mercy from him, who made war that lie might 
entirely dellroy the nation of the ( IliJClll] tes I 
but they invited the people of Cephirah and 
Kiriathjearim, who were them, neighbours, to 
join in league with them ; and told them, that 
neither could they themfelves avoid the danger 
they were all in, if the HVudit cs fhouhl prevent 
them, and feiz.e upon, them : .So when they 
had pcvfuaded them, they relolved to endeavour 
to He ape the forces of the Ifraclit -.s. Aecoru- 
ingly, (.port their agreement to what they pro¬ 
posed, they Sent ambafladovs to jofhua, to make 
a league of friendJhip with him ; and thole 
fuch of tin; citizens as were heft, approved of, 
and moil capable of doing what was moll ad¬ 
vantage*.us to the multitude. Now thefe ara- 
haJfadors thought it dangerous to confds them- 
lelvcs to he Canaanites, but thought they 
might, by this contrivance, avoid the danger, 
namely, by faying that they hare no relation 
to the Canaanites at all, hut dwelt at a very 
great diUancc from them ; and they faid farther, 
that they came a long way on account of the 
reputation lie had gained for his virtue ; and as 

T mirl- (if the truth of what thev laid- thpv 


Ihcwed him the habit they were in ; for that 
their clothes were new when they came out, 
but were greatly worn by the length of time 
they had been in their journey ; for indeed they 
took torn garments, on purpolc that they might 
make him believe lo. So they Hood ir the 
midft of the people, and faid, that they lure 
lent by the people of Giheon, and of the cir¬ 
cumjacent cities, which were very remote from 
the land where they now were, to make fuch 
a league of friendJhip with them, and this on 
luch conditions as were cuftomarv among their 
forefathers ; for when they underlined that, by 
the favour of God, and his gift to them, they' 
were to have the polTellion of the hand ol Can.am 
bellowed upon them, they faid, that they were 
very glad to hear it, and delircd to he admitted 
into the number of their citizens. Thus did 
I thele amhafkdors fpcak ; and Ihewing them 
j the marks of their long journey, they uitreat- 
| ed the Hebrews to make a league of Iriendfhip 
with them. Accordingly Jolluia believing what 
they faid, that they were not of the nation of 
the Canaanites, entered into fricndfhip with 
them ; and Eleazar the high priell, with the 
fenate, fware to them, that they would elleem 
them their friends and aiTociates, and would 
attempt nothing that Ihould he unfair againft 
them, the multitude alfo aflenting to the oaths 
that were made to them. So thefe men having 
obtained vvliat they defired by deceiving the 
llraelitcs, went home ; hut when Jofhua led his 
anriy to the country at the bottom of the moun¬ 
tains of this part of Canaan, he underftood that 
the Gibeonites dwelt not far from Jeruialem, 
and that they were of the Hock of the Canaan¬ 
ites, fo he fent foAheir governors, and reproach¬ 
ed them with the cneat they had put upon him ; 
hut they aliedged on their own behalf, that they 
had no other way to five' ihemlelvcs hut that, 
and were therefore forced to have recourfc to 
it. So he called for Eleazar ,,the high priell, 
and for the fenate, wlifiu-U.fiought it right to 
make them public lervants, that they might not 
‘made the oath they had made to them ; and 
i..nc) ordained them to be fo. And this was 
! the 
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♦Tie method hy which thefc men found fafety 
-viul (canity under the calamity that was rea¬ 
dy to overtake them. 

i 7. But the kin" of Jerulalem took it to 
Bent, that the Gibeonit.es had gone over to 
jofhua ; fo he called upon the kings of the 
neighbouring nations, to join together, and 
make war ag.iinlt them. Now when the Gib- 
couiics iiiw tliefe kings, which were four, be- 
iidas the king of Jerulldem, and perceived that 
they had ]>itohed their camp at a certain foun¬ 
tain not far from their city, and were getting 
ready for the liege of it, they called upon Jo- 
ihna to .drift them ; for fuch was their cafe, 
as to cxpevl be deftroyed by tiielc Canaan- 
it on, but to iuppofe they fhould be laved by 
thole that came for the dcilruCtion of the Ca- 
iiaaniu-s, hecanfc of the league cf fric ndiliip that 
was iict vveci 1 them. Accordingly Jofhua made 
hallo with his whole army to afiift them, and 
■ ; irehing clay and night, in the morning he 
upon the enemies sis they were going up 
o the liege; and when he had difcomfited 
tiicm, he followed them, and purlued them 
down the defeent of the hills. The place is 
called Bctb-horon ; where lie alfo underftood 
that God abided him, which lie declared by 
thunder and thunder-bolts, as alfo by tlve fall¬ 
ing of hail larger than ufual. Moreover, * it 
happened that the day was lengthened, that 
the night might not come on t'oo loon, and be 
an obltrudion to the zeal of the Hebrews in 
pnrfuing their enemies; infomuch, that Joftiua 
took tlie kings, which were hidden in a certain 
cave at Makkcduh, and put them to ■death. 
Now that the day was lengthened at this time, 
and was longer than ordinal , is expreifed in 
the books J laid up in the temple.. 

* "Whether this lengthening pi the day, by the hand¬ 
ing full of the fun and ...bon, were phylieal and real, by 
the miraculous llopp ay of the diurnal motion of the earth 
for about half .1 revolution, or whether only appnent, by 
aerial jdvffd'1 imitating the fun and moon as halionary io 
long, while clouds and tl”' night bid the real one., anil 
this parhelion or mock fun affording luflieient light ior jo- 
• ihua s purfuit and complete vidoty (which :vcrin!/)/!■ • y- 
t in other lhapes, have been more than ordinali!y common 
./'of late years) cannot now be determined : Philof >phers 
. and altrouoniers will naturally imbue to tins 1 :tti r hvpi>- 

/ thefts. in the mem time, the’fact litelf vva» mem: -md 


) 8. These kings which made war with, 
and were ready to light the Gibeonites, being 
thus overthrown, Jofhui returned again to 
the mountainous parts of Canaan ; and when 
he had made a great daughter of the people 
there, and took their prey, he came to the 
camp at Gilgal. And now there went a great 
fame abroad among the neighbouring people of 
the courage of the Hebrews; and thole that 
beard what a number of men were deft roved, 
were greatly affrighted at it : So the kings that 
lived about mount Libanus, who were Canaan™ 
ites, and thofc Canaanitcs that dwelt in the 
plain country, with auxiliaries out of the land 
of thePhiliftines, pitched their camp at Berotii, a 
city of the upper Galilee, not far from Cadefh, 
which is itfelf alfo a place in Galilee. Now 
the number of the whole army was three hun¬ 
dred thoufand armed footmen, and ten thoufand 
horfernen, and twenty thoufand chariots; fo 
that the multitude of the enemies affrighted 
both joftiua bimfclf, and the Ifraeiitrs; arid 
they, inftcad of being full of hope of good fuc- 
ccfs, were fuperftitioufiy timorous, with the 
great terror with which they were ftricken. 
Whereupon God upbraided them with the fear 
they were in ; and aiked them, Wlieiher they 
defiled a greater help than lie could afford 
them ? and promifed them that they fhould 
overcome their enemies ; and withal charr ed 

u 

them to make their enemies horfes ufeleft, and 
to burn their chariots. So Jofhua became full 
of courage upon thefe promifes of God, tmd 
went out fucldenly againft the enemies, and af¬ 
ter five days march he came upon them, and 
I joined battle with them, and there was a ter¬ 
rible fight, and fuch a number were 1'lain as 

could 

in the book of Jafhcr, now loll, Join. >. 1 y. unci is con¬ 
firmed by Ifuiuh xxviii. 21. by Ji.ibaccuc, 11 . Ill. chap. xi. 
and by the fathc r ol Minch, Kcelef. xlvi. 4. In tiic iStli 
Pf.tlm of Solomon, \cr. ult. it is alfo hid of the htmin.u ies, 
with relation, no doubt, to thit* and the like miraculous 
(landing Till and going back, in the days of Joiluta and 
f It vx Li. ill, ‘J fry have not wandered from the dr: tint he t hated 
t'vn/, the v hare not fyrjdcn ihc.r way from a/t. 1, -r.l;-Unet \ 1 twn r, 
uni /i it wen ivlett (icil enjeimd llfiti [lo to ho) hy the t'nm- 
itutnJ f l h:s fir rents. See Authen. Rcc. part 1 . t-. 1:4. 

|- Of the I voids laid up in the tempV,. he the ac'. on An- 
tig. IT Jil. 1 i ~p. i. y 7. 
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could not be believed Ivy thofe that heard it. 
He alto went on in the purfuit a great way 
and deilroved the entire army of the enemies, 
few only excepted, and all the kings fell in the 
battle ; infomuch, that when there wanted men 
to he killed, Jolhua flew their horfes, and burnt 
their chariots, and palled all over their country 
without oppofition, no (me daring to meet 
him in battle ; but he flill went on, taking their 
cities by liege, and again killing whatever he 
took. 

19. Tiik fifth year was now paid, and there 
was not one of the Canaanites remained any 
longer, excepting feme that had retired to 
places of great flrength. So Jolhua removed 
his camp to the mountainous country, and 
placed the tabernacle in the city Shiloh (for 
that feemed a fit place for it, becaufc of the 
beauty of its lituation) until fuch time as their 
affairs would permit them to build a temple ; 
and from thence he went to Shechcm, together 
with all the people, and raifed an altar where 
Moles had beforc-hand directed ; then did he 
divide the army, and placed one half of them 
on mount Gerizim, and the other half on * 
mount Ebal, on -which mountain the altar was : 
he alfo placed there the tribe of Levi, and the 
priefts. And when they had facriiiced, and 
denounced the [bleffings and the] curies, and 
had left them engraven upon the altar, they re¬ 
turned to Shiloh. 

20. And now Jolhua was old, and law that 
the cities of the Canaanites were not ealily to 
he taken, not only hecaul'e they were lituated 
in fuch fixong places, hut hecaul'e of the flrength 
of the walls thcmfelves, whjch being built 
round about, the natural flrength of the places 
on which the cities flood, feemed capable of ; 
repelling their enemies from belieging them, j 
and of making thole enemies del pair of taking 
them ; for when the Canaanites had learned, j 
that the ItVaelitcs came out of Egypt in order ; 
to deflroy tl'.em, they were bufy all that time 
in making them cities flrong: So he gathered 
the people together to a congregation at Shiloh ; 
and when thev, with great zeal and halle, 
were come thither, he obferved to them what 

* Of tli* dilution of this altar, fee 
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profperous fucceffes they had already h 
what glorious things had been done, am 
fuch as were worthy of that God who eric J. 
them to do thofe things, and worthy of the 
virtue of thofe laws which they followed. lie 
took notice alfo, that thirty-one of thofe kings 
that ventured to give them battle were over¬ 
come, and every army, how- great foever it 
were, that confided in their own power, and 
fought with them, was utterly deltroyed, fo 
that not fo much as any of their pollerity re¬ 
mained. And as for the cities, fince mine of 
them were taken, hut the others mull be taken 
in length of time, by long fieges, both on ac¬ 
count of the fhength of their walls, and of the 
confidence the inhabitants had in them there¬ 
by, lie thought it reafonable that thofe tribes 
that came along with them from beyond Jor¬ 
dan, and had partaken of the dangers they had 
undergone, being their own kindred, lhonld 
he now difmilled and fent home, and lhonld 
have thanks for the pains they had taken toge¬ 
ther with them. As alfo, he thought it reafon¬ 
able that they fhould fend one man out of every 
tribe, and he fuch as had the teftimony of ex¬ 
traordinary virtue, who Ihould meafure the 
land faithfully, and without any fallacy or de¬ 
ceit fhould inform them of its real magnitude. 

2 1. Now Jolhua, when he had thus lpokcn 
to them, found that the multitude approved of 
his propofal. So he fent men to mcaiure their 
country, and fent with them fome geometri¬ 
cians, who could not eafily fail of knowing the 
truth, on account of their fkiil in that art. He 
alfo gave them a charge to ellimate the meafure 
of that part of the land that was moft fruitful, 
and what was not fo good ; for fuch is the na 
I ture of the land of Canaan, that one may fee 
large plains, and fuch as arc exceeding fit to 
’ produce fruit, which yet, if they were com- 
I pared to other parts of the country, might be 
j reckoned exceeding fruitful, yet if it he com¬ 
pared with the fields about Jericho, and to 
thofe that belong to Jerufalem, will appear to 
he of no account at all. And although it fo 
falls out, that thefe people have but a very littky 
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of this fort of hod, and that it is, for the main, 

, ' v;.o dnous alio, yet does it not come behind 
oilier ptrts on account of its exceeding good- 
11.'id and beaut v; lor which rcai'on, Jolhiu 
thought the land for the tribes fhould be di¬ 
vided by eftimAtion of its goodnefs, rather than 
the.iar.genefs of its mealiite, if often happening 
that one acre (d fomc fort of land was cquiva- 
ie,Li to a thoufand other acres. Now the men 
that were lent, which were in number ten, 
travelled all about, and made an eftimation of 
tiie land, and in the ievcnlh month came to 
hint t.) the city of Shiloh, where they had let 
up the tabrrnac’c. 

22. So ]'>!lv.n took both Eleazar, and the 
Jen He, ami \vid\ them the heads of the tribes, 
mu! diflributcd flic land to the nine tribes, and 
to the half tribe of Manafieh, appointing the 
dimeiiftons to he according to the largcncls ot 
each tribe. So when he had call lots, Judah 
had aifigned him by lot tire upper part of 
Judea, reaching as lav as Jerufaiem, and its 
breadth extended to the lake of Sodom. Now 
in the lot of this tribe there were the cities of 
A leal on and Gaza. The lot of Simeon, which 
was the i’econd, included that part of Idumea 
which bordered upoty Egypt and Arabia. As 
to the Benjumitcs, then .ot fell fo, that its 
length reached from the fiver Jordan to the 
tea' hut in breadth it was hounded by Jent- 
ialern and Bethel ; and this lot was the nar¬ 
rowed of all, by reafoit of the goodnefs of the 
land *, for it included Jericho, and the city of 
Jerufaiem. The tribe of Ephraim had by lot 
the land that extended in length from the 
river Jordan to Gezer, but in breadth as far as 
from Bethel till it end at the great plain. The 
half tribe of Manalfelt had .the land from Jor¬ 
dan to tire city Dora, hut its breadth was at 
Bethfhan, which is now called Scythopd'is. 
And after thdh was lHacliar, which had its 
limits, in length, mount Carmel and the river, 
but its limit ht breadth was mount Tabor. 
The tribe of Zebulon’s lot included the lane 1 
which lay as far as the lake ol Gendareth, 
and that which belonged to Carmel and the 
fea. The tribe of Afer had that part which 
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was "ailed the IW/er, for fe.ch it was, -mi! all 
that pa it which lay over agiinfl Si don. The 
city Arce below cd to then' lb. a re, which is alio 
named sldipus. The Ne.plith.dite:; received 
the caftern parts, as far as the city of Damaf- 
cus and the ttj'per Galilee, unto mount i.iha- 
nus, and the fountains of Jordan, whidi rife 
out of that mountain ; that is, out of that part 
of it whole limits belong to the neighbouring 
city Arce. The Danites lot included all that 
part of the valley which rdpeds the fun¬ 
letting, and were bounded by A/.otus and Do¬ 
ra ; as alio, they had all Jamnia and Gailra, 
from Ekroti to tiiat mountain where the tribe 
ol Judah begins. 

2 ]. Ai-'TER this inanTe. r did Joiluia divide 
tiie hx nations that hear the name of the Ions 
of (lan.tan, with thcii land, to he poflcflc’d by the 
rime tribes and an half j for Moles had prevent¬ 
ed him, and had already dillrilntlcd th.C land 
Ol the Amorkes, which itlel'i was to ealffd e.llo 
from one of the Ions of Canaan, to the two nines 
and an half, as we have (hewed already : But 
the parts about Sidon, as alio thole that belong¬ 
ed to the Arkites, and the Arnaihites, and the 
Aradians, wcie not yet regularly dilpofed of 

24. But now was Jofhua himleu d by his 
age from executing what lie intended to do (as 
did thole that iucceeded him in the government 
take little care oi what was for the advantage 
of tire public) in he gave it in charge to every 
tribe, to leivc no rcmuimBr of the ta: : <>1 ihe 
Canaanites in the land that hail he •>, divided 
to them by lot: that Moles li u! ailun d them 
helorc-hand, ami they rnigh.t reft fully Satisfied 
about it, that their own leeuritv, and their ebloi- 
vation of their own laws, depended wholly up-on 
it. Moreover, he enjoined them to give thwtv- 
eight cities to thehevites, for they had already 
received ten in the country of the Amoiites; 
and three of tilde lie aliigaied to thole tiiat lied 
from the man-il.iyu's, who were to inhabit 
there, for he wa ; very Solicitous that nothin}; 
llrould he negJeljjcd which Mole., had ordain- 
ed. Thcfe cities were, of the tribe of Judah, 
Iicbron; of that of Ephraim, Sheehan ; and of 
2 N tli.t 
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that of Naphtali, Cade fit, which is a place of 
tiie upper Gahltc. He alfo dillributcd among 
them the reft of the prey not yet diftributed, 
which was very great, whereby they had an 
iniluenee of great riches, both all in general, 
and every one in particular ; and this of gold, 
and of veftments, and of other furniture, bo¬ 
lides a multitude of cattle, whole number could 
not be told. 

zr Astir this was over, he gathered the 
army together to a congregation ; and lpake 
thus to thole tribes that had their lettlemcnt in 
the land of the Ainorites beyond Jordan, for 
t;o,ooo of them had armed tliemlelves, and had 
gone to the war along with them : “ Since that 
God, who is the Father and Lord of the He¬ 
brew nation, has now given us this land lor a 
poffeftion, and promifed to preferve us in the 
enjoyment of it as our own for ever ; and 111 ice 
you have with alacrity offered yourlelves to al- 
lift us when we wanted that ufiiftance on all 
occafions, according to his command, it is but 
juft, now all our difficulties are over, that you 
fhould be permitted to enjoy reft, and that we 
fhould trd'pafs on your alacrity to help us no 
longer ; that fo, if we ftiould again Hand in 
need of it, we may readily have it on any fu¬ 
ture emergency,and not tireyou outdo much n6w 
as may make you flower in ailifting us another 
time. We therefore return you our thanks for 
the dangers you have undergone with us, and 
we do it not at this time only, but we lliall 
always be thus difpoietl ; and he lo good as to 
remember our friends, and to preferve in mind 
what advantages we have had from them, and 
how you have put oft'the enjoyments of your 
own Inppinefs for our fakes, and have laboured 
for what we have now, by the good will of 
God, obtained, and rdolved not to enjoy your 
own proiperity till you had afforded us that af- 
fiftance. However, you have, by joining your 
labour with ours, gotten great plenty of riches, 
and will carry home with you much prey, with 
gold, and fiver, and what is more than all 
thele, our good-will towards you, and a mind 
willingly dilpofed to make a riquital of your 
kindnels to us in what cafe lbever you fhull dc- 
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fire it, for you have not omitted any 
which Moles before-hand recpiircd of yr 
have you defpifed him becaufe he v 
and gone from you, lb that there is in. 
diminilh that gratitude which we owe to 
We therefore dilinils you joyful to your own in¬ 
heritances ; and we intreat you to fiippoic, that 
there is no limit to be let to tjw intimate'rela¬ 
tion that is between us; and that you will not 
imagine, that becaufe this river is interpofed 
between us, that you are of a different race 
from us, and not Hebrews, for we are all the 
pollerity of Abraham, both we that inhabit 
here, and you that inhabit there ; and it is the 
lathe God that brought our forefathers and 
yours into the world, whole worfhip and form 
of government we are to take care of, which he 
has ordained, and are moft carefully to obferve, 
becaufe while you continue in thole laws God 
will alfo fhew himfelf merciful and a Gifting to 
you; but if you imitate the other nations, anti 
foriakc thofe laws, he will rejebt your nation.” 
When Jofhuahad fpoken'ihus, and faluted them 
all, both thole in authority one by one, and the 
whole multitude in common, he himfelf flayed 
where he was, but the people con dueled thofe 
tribes on their journey,, and that not without 
tears in their eyes; and indeed they hardly 
knew how to part one from the other. 

26. Now when the tribe of Reubel, and that 
of Gad, and as many of the Manaflites as fol¬ 
lowed them, were paffed over the river, they 
built an altar on the banks of Jordan, as a mo¬ 
nument to pofterity, and a lign of the relation 
to thofe that lliould inhabit on the other fide. 
But when thofe on the other fide heard that 
thole who had been difmiffed had built an altar, 
but did not hear with what intention they built 
it, but fuppoted it to be by way of innovation, 
and for the introduction of ftrange gods, they 
did not incline to difbelieve it, but thinking this 
defamatory report, as if it were built for divine 
worfhip, was credible, they appeared in arms, 
as though they would avenge tliemlelves on 
thofe that built the altar, and they were about 
to pafs over the river, and to punifh them for 

their 
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their fubverfion of the laws of their country, 
-ihi they did not think it fit to regard them on 
account of their kindred, or the dignity of thofe 
that had given the occafion, but to regard the 
will of ( h)d, and the manner wherein he defin¬ 
ed to be worfhipped, fo thefe men put them- 
feives in aray for war : But Jofhua, and Elea- 
/.ar the high pFreft, and the fenatc, reftrained 
them ; and perfuaded them firft to make trial 
by words of their intention, and afterwards, if 
they found that their intention was evil, then 
only to proceed to make war upon them. Ac- 
eordingly they lent as amhaffadors to them 1 'hi— 
neas, the Ion of Idcnzar, and ten more perfons 
that were m ellcem among tlie Hebrews, to 
learn of them what was in their mind, when, 
upon palling over the river, they had built an 
altar upon its banks. Blit as foon as thefe am- 
bafhidors were palled over, and were come to 
them, and a congregation was afTemblcd, Phi- 
ueas flood up and laid “That the offence they 
had been guilty of wav of too heinous a nature 
to he punifhedby words alone, or by them on¬ 
ly to he amended for the future ; yet that they 
did not fo look at the heinoufnefs of their tranf- 
grcllion as to have rccourfe to arms, and to a 
battle for their punifhmcnt immediately ; hut 
that, on account of their kindred, and the pro¬ 
bability there was that they might be reclaimed, 
they took this method of fending an ambaffage to 
them, that when we have learned true reafons 
by which you have been moved to build this al¬ 
tar, we may neither feem to have been too null 
in affaulting you by our weapons of war, if it 
prove that you made the altar for jufliliahle rea¬ 
fons, and may then juflly puniili you if the ae- 
cufition prove true : for we can hardly fuppofe 
that you, who have been acquainted with the 
will of God, and have been hearers of thofe 
laws which he him (elf hath given us, now you 
are feparated from \\U and gone to that patri¬ 
mony of yours,^vlrfch you, through the grace 
of God, and that providence he cxcrcifes over 
you, have obtained by lot, can forget him, and 
can leave that ark, and that altar which is pe¬ 
culiar to us, and can introduce ftrange gods, 
and imitate the wicked practices of thcCanaan- 
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ites. Now this will appear to have been a 
final 1 crime if you repent now, and proceed no 
farther in your madnefs, hut pay a due rever¬ 
ence to, and keep in mind the laws of your 
country ; but if you pcrhll in your fins, we 
will not grudge our pains to preferve our 
laws, but we will pais over Jordan and defend 
them, and defend God alio, and lhall clleem 
of you as of men no way differing from the Cia- 
naanites, butfhall deftroy you in the like man¬ 
ner as we dellroycd them ; for do not you ima¬ 
gine, that becaufe you are got over the river 
that you arc got out of the reach of God’s 
power ; you are every where in places that be¬ 
long to him, and impoiliblc it is to over-run 
his power, and the punifhmcnt he will bring 
on men thereby : But if you think that your 
fettlemcnts here will be any obflrudlion to your 
convcrfion to what is good, nothing need hin¬ 
der us from dividing the land anew, and leav¬ 
ing this old land to be for the feeding of lliecp ; 
but you will do well to return to your duty, 
and to leave off thefe new crimes : and we be- 
feech you by your children, and wives, not to 
force us to punilh you. Take therefore Inch 
mealures in this allcmbly, as luppohng that 
your own fai’ety, and the lafety of thole that 
are dcarcfl to you, is therein concerned, and 
believe that it is better for you to be conquered 
by words, than to continue in your purpofe, 
and to experience deeds and war therefore.” 

2j. When Phincas had dilcouifed thus, the* 
governors of the affembly, and the whole mul¬ 
titude, began to make an apology ha them- 
fclves, concerning what they were au.uk'd of | 
and they laid, “That they neither would de¬ 
part from the relation they hare to them, nor 
had they built the altar by way of innovation : 
that they owned one and the fame c> mmon 
God with ail the Hebrews, and that biaren 
altar which was before the tabernacle, on which 
they would oiler their iacrifiecs : that as to the 
altar they had railed, on account of which then 
were thus iufpected, it was not built for v. ir- 
fhip, but that it might he a hgn and A m >cu- 
iiiciiL oi our relation to you Hr c»cr, and a nr- 

c itC" 
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r.eflary caution to us to aft wifely, and to con¬ 
tinue in the laws of our country, but not an 
handle for tranfgrcfiing them, as you fulpeft; 
and let Cod be our authentic witnels, that this 
was the occafion of our building this altar: 
Whence we beg you will have a better opinion 
of us, and do not impute Inch a thing to us, 
ns would render any of the pofterity of Abra¬ 
ham well worthy of perdition, in cafe they at¬ 
tempt to bring in new rites, and inch as a,e 
diiTcrent from our ufual practices.’* 

28. When they had made this anfwer, and 
Phineas liad commended them for it, lie came 
to Jolhua, and explained before the people 
what anfwer they had received : now Jolhua 
was glad that he was under no neceflity of let¬ 
ting them in aray, or of leading them to filed 
hlood, and make war againft men of their own 
kindred ; and accordingly he offered lacrifices 
of thanldgiving to Cod for the lame: So ]o- 
flma after that, difTolved this great affemhly of 
the people, and font them to their own inhe¬ 
ritances, while he himfclf lived in Shechem. 
hut in the twentieth year after this, when he 
was very old, he font for thole of the greateft 
dignity in the feveral cities, with thole in au¬ 
thority, and the lenate, and as many of the 
common people as could he prefent; and when 
they were come, he put them in mind of all 
the benefits Cod had bellowed on them, which 
could not hut be a great many, hnee from a 
low ell at0 they were advanced to fo great a 
degree of glory and plenty ; and exhorted 
them to take notice of the intentions of Cod, 
which had been !o gracious towards them ; and 
told them, that the Deify would continue their 
frn ml hy nothing elfe but their piety ; and 

Slice not only Procopius and Saidas, but an earlier 
auTor, billies Chort’licnli.s, p. 52, 53. and perhaps irom 
Ms or'yin il author, Muriba (Satina, one as old as Alexan¬ 
der the (treat, his down the famous infeription at T.111- 
j ier, concernm;; the old Canaanbes driven out of Palef- 
tt.fje by Jell us, take it here in that author’s own words: 
“ \Vc are tlioln < vile . that were governors of the Canaan- 
ius, but have b- e.i driven away bv jolhua the robber, and 
an: come to nth.-bit ho>e.” See the note there. Nor is 
it tttrvf'tthv or our notice'what Moles Choreiienfis adds, 
p. $ >. ami this upon a diligent examination, viz. “That 
cn.e of tholl eminent men among the Cunaanites came at 


that it was proper for him, now he w.r 
to depart out of this life, to leave fn 
monition to them, and he defire'’ 
would keep in memory' this his c 
them. 

29. So Jolhua, when he had t otirfcd 

to them, died, having lived an h .anal .ana 
ten years ; forty of which he livid with Moles, 
in order to learn what might be for his advan¬ 
tage afterwards. lie alfo became their com¬ 
mander after his death for twenty-live rears. 
He was a man that wanted not Vviidom, nor 
eloquence, to declare his intentions to the peo¬ 
ple, hut very eminent on both accounts. 1 le 
was of great courage and magnanimity, in ac¬ 
tion and in dangers, and very fagacious in pro¬ 
curing the peace of the people, and of gieat 
virtue at all proper feafons. He was buried 
in the city Timnath, of the tribe of Ephraim, 
*About the lame time died Eleuzar the high 
pried, leaving the high prieflhood to his fun 
Phineas. His monument alfo, and fcpulehre 
are in the city Gabatha. ‘ • 
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How, after the Death of ffoffua their Cow man ti¬ 
er, the JJ'raclites Iran far effect the Laras nf their 
Country , and experienced great ylffliithnu; 
and -when there was a Sedition a rife t /, the 
Tribe of Benjamin was dcjlreycd, excepting 
only Jix hundred Men. 

§ i. FTER the death of Jolhua and Elea- 
jtV zar, Phineas prophehed, J that ac¬ 
cording to God’s will they ihould commit the 

govern- 

tbe fame time Into Armens,', and founded the Gentliuni.m 
family or tribe ; and that this was confirmed by the man¬ 
ners of the fame family or tribe, as being like tliofe of the 
Cunaanites.” t 

f By prtphefyiny, when fpohyn of an high pried, Jnle- 
phus, both here and frequently eiff'Jierc, means no moM* 
than unfulibiu Got b\ Grim; which the reader is ilill to 
bear in mind upon all occaliom. And it St John, who 
was contemporary with jofephus, and of tlic f.ime country, 
made life of his flyle, when he fays, that Cainph,,.r teinp 
hiph prrjl that yen', prcpl'efteil that 'JiJus jhould die for that 

nation , 
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government to -lltc tribe of Judah, and that 
, lCI tilbe fhoulcl deftroy the race of the C:i- 
naanites, for then the people were concerned 
to learn what wap the will of God. They alio 
took to their afnltancc the tribe of Simeon, but 
upon this condition, that when thole that had 
-hc-cn tributary to the tribe of Judah fliould he 
llain, they fticnftd do the like for the tribe of 
Simeon. 

2. But the affairs of the Canaanites were at 
this time in a flourifhing condition, and they 
expected the Ifraclites with a great army at tlie 
city Bezek, having put the government into 
the hands of Adonibezek, which name denotes 
the 'Lord of Bezek, for Adoni in the Hebrew 
tongue is called Lord. Now they hoped to 
have been too hard for the Ifraelites, becaufe 
fofhua was dead : But when the Ifraclites had 
joined battle with them, I mean the two tribes 
before-mentioned, they fought glorioully, and 
flew above ten thoufand of them, and put the 
reft to flight; and’ in the purfuit they took 
Adonibezek, who, *vvhen his fingers and toes 
were cut off by them, faid, “ Nay, indeed, I 
was not always to lie concealed from God, as 
1 find by what I now endure, while I have 
not been afhamed to do the fame to * ieventy- 
two kings.” So they carried him alive as far 
as Jerufalenv; and when lie was dead, they bu- 

nation, and not for that nation only, but that alfo he Jhould ga¬ 
ther together m one, the t hildren of God that were feaitered 
abroad, xi. 51, 5;. lie may podibly mean, that this was 
levealeil to the high pried by an extraordinary voice from 
between the cheiubim, when he had his bread-plate or 
Vrim and Thumnum on, before or in the molt holy place 
of the temple, which was no other than the oracle of Urim 
:\nATf.itm?wm. OF which above in the note on Antiq. B. 
HI. chap. viii. $ 9. 

* This great number of fcveyjy-two reguli, or J'mall 
kings , over whom Adonibe^tJt^nad tyrannized, and for 
which he was punifhed according to the lex talionis, as 
well as the thirty-one kins*-, of Canaan fubdued by Jofhua, 
and named in one chapter Jjofh. xii. and thirty-two kings, 
or royal auxiliaries to Rafmadad, king of Syria, 1 Kings 
xx. 1. Antiq. B. Vil^'Hnip. xiv.§ j. intimate to us what 
was the ancient form of government among fevcral na¬ 
tions before the monarchies began, viz. that every city or 
large town, with its neighbouring villages, was a didinet 
government by itfclf; which is the more remarkable, be¬ 
caufe this was certainly the form of ecdefudicul govern¬ 
ment that was lit!led by the upodlrs, and pieferved 
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rlcd him in the earth, and went on {fill in taking 
the cities ; and when they had taken the great- 
eft part of them, they befteged Jcrufalem : and 
when they had taken the lower city, which was 
not under a confiderable time, they flew all the 
inhabitants ; but the upper city was not to be 
taken without great difficulty, through the 
flrcngth of its walls, and the nature of the 
place. 

3. For which reafon they removed their 
camp to Hebron ; and when they had taken it, 
they flew all the inhabitants. There were till 
then left the race of giants, who had bodies fo 
large, and countenances fo entirely different 
from other men, that they were furprifing to 
the fight, and terrible to the hearing. The 
bones of thefe men are dill fhewn to this very 
day, unlike to any credible relations of other 
men. Now they gave this city to the Lcvitcs, 
as an extraordinary reward, with the fuburbs 
of two thoufand cubits ; but the land thereto 
belonging they gave as a free gift to Caleb, ac¬ 
cording to the injunctions of Moles. This 
Caleb was one of the fpies which Mofes fent 
into the land of Canaan : they alfo gave hind 
for habitation to the pofterity of Jethro, the Mi- 
dianitc, who was the father-in-law to Mofes; 
for they had left their own country, and followed 

them 

throughout the Chiiflian church in the fird ages of Chrif- 
tianity. Mr. Addifou is of opinion, tlut “ it would cer¬ 
tainly he for the good of mankind to have all the mighty 
empires and monarchies of the woild cantoned out into 
petty Hates and principalities, which, like fo many large fa¬ 
milies, ,might he under the ohfervation of their proper 
governors, fo that the care of the prince might extend it¬ 
fclf to every individual perfon under his piotciHon, though 
lie dcfpairs of fuch a lllicme being brought about, and 
thinks that if it were, it would quickly he delt roved.” 
Remarks on Italy, 4to. p. 15 1. Nor is it unfit fo be ob- 
feived here, that the Armenian records, though they 
give us the hidory of thirty-nine of their undented heroe., 
or governots after the flood, before the days of SurdaiU- 
palis, had no proper king till the fortieth Pararus. See 
Mofes Chorenetifis, p. 55. And that Almighty God does 
not approve of fuch abfolure or tyrannical monarchic:, 
any one may learn that it ads Deut. xvii. 14,— 20. and 1 
Sam. viii ), — 22. although if fuch kings are let up as r.v n 
him for their fupreme King, and aim to govern according 
to his laws, lie hath admitted of then., and protected 
them and their fuhjects in all genu.itions. 

2 O 
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them, and accompanied them in the wilder- 
nefs. 

4. Now the tribes of Judah and Simeon 
took the cities which were in the mountainous 
part of Canaan, as alfo Afkelon and Aflidod, 
of thofe that lay near the lea ; but Gaza and 
Ekron efcaped them, for they lying in a flat 
country, and having a great number of char¬ 
iots, they forcly galled thofe that attacked them: 
So thefe tribes, when they were grown very 
rich by this war, retired to their own cities, 
and laid afule their weapons of war. 

5. But the Bcnjamites, to whom belonged 
Jerufalem, permitted its inhabitants to pay tri¬ 
bute : So they all left off, the one to kill, and 
the other to expofe themfelves to danger, and 
had time to cultivate the ground. The reft 
of the tribes imitated that of Benjamin, and 
did the fame: and contenting thcmlelvcs with 
the tributes that were paid them, permitted the 
Canaanites to live in peace. 

6 . However, the tribe of Ephraim, when 
they befieged Bethel, made no advance, nor 
performed any thing worthy of the time they 
jpent, and of the pains they took about that 
fiege, yet did they perlifl: in it, hill fitting down 
before the city, though they endured great 
trouble thereby : But after 1 ‘omc time, they 
caught one of the citizens that came to them to 
get necelfaries, and they gave him feme a dur¬ 
ances, that if he would deliver up the city to 
them, they would preferve him and his kin¬ 
dred ; lo he fware, that upon thofe terms he 
would put the city into their hands. Accord¬ 
ing he that thus betrayed the city was preferved, 
with his family and the Ifraeiites flew all the 
inhabitants, and retained the city for them¬ 
felves. 

7. After this, the Ifraeiites grew effeminate 
as to lighting any more againft their enemies, 
hut applied themfelves to the cultivation of the 
land, which producing them great plenty and 
riches, they negle&ed the regular difpofition 

* Jofcphus’s early date of thisvkifl.ory before the be¬ 
ginning Judges, or when there was no Hug in Ifrael, 

Judges xix.' i. is flrongly confirmed by the large number 
of Bcnjamites both in the days of Afa and Jehofiuphat, 


of their fettlement, and indulged themfelv 
luxury and pleafures ; nor were they a>- 
er careful to hear the laws that be. 
their political government: Whereup 
was provoked to anger, and put them in <d, 
lii ft how contrary to his directions they had 
fpared the Canaanites, and, after that, how 
thofe Canaanites, as opportunity ferved, ufed 
them very barbaroufly. But the Ifraeiites, 
though they were in heavinefs at thele admo¬ 
nitions from God, yet were they Bill very un¬ 
willing to go to war : and fincc the)- got’ large 
tributes from the Canaanites, and were irulil- 
pofed for taking pains by their luxury, they iui- 
fered their ariftocracy to he corrupted alky,and 
did not ordain themfelves a fen ate, "or any 
other fuch magiftrates as their laws had for¬ 
merly required, but they were very much given 
to cultivating their fields, in order to get wealth; 
which great indolence of theirs brought a ter¬ 
rible fedition upon them, and they proceeded 
fo far as to fight one againff another, from the 
following occafion. * • 

8 . There * was a Levite, a man of a 
vulgar family, that belonged to the tribe ol 
Ephraim, and dwelt therein; this man marri¬ 
ed a wife from Bethlehem, which is a place 
belonging to the tribe of Judah. Now he was 
very fond of his wife, and overcome w r ith her 
beauty ; but he was unhappy in this, that he 
did not meet w r ith the like return of affe&ion 
from her, for Ihe was averfe to him, which 
did more inflame his paflion for her, fo that 
they quarrelled one with another perpetual¬ 
ly ; and at laid the woman was fo difgufted 
at thefe quarrels, that fhe left her hufband, 
and w r ent to her parents, in the fourth month. 
The hufband being very uneafy at this her de¬ 
parture, and that ofttfc of his fondnefs for her, 
came to his father and_ mother-in-law, and 
made up their quarrels^ and was reconciled to 
her, and lived with them there four days, as 

being 

2 Cbron. xiv. 8. and xvi. 17. who yet were here reduced 
to 600 men: Nor can thofe numbers be at all luppofed 
enuine, if they were reduced fo late as the end of the , 
udges, where our other copies place this reduction. 
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being kindly treated by her parents. On the 
fda-d iy he refolved to go home, and went a- 
way in the evening : for his wife’s parents were 
loath to part with their daughter, and delayed 
t he time till the day was gone. Now they had 
one fervant that followed them, and an afs on 
which,the woman rode; and when they were 
near Jerufal'c'i"'.. having gone already thirty 
furlongs, the fervant adviied them, to take up 
their lodgings fomcwherc, left fomc misfortune 
fhould befal them if they travelled in the night, 
efpedkdly iince they were not far off enemies, 
that feafon often giving reafon for fufpieion of 
danger.-. from even lucH as are friends ; but the 
huPkmd was not pleafed with this advice, nor 
waw-he-williiig to take up his lodging among 
ft rangers, for the city belonged to the Canaan- 
ites, but defired rather to go twenty furlongs far¬ 
ther, and fo to take their lodgings in fomc If- 
raelite city. Accordingly lie obtained his pur- 
pofe, and came to Giheah, a city of the tribe 
of Benjamin, when it was juft dark ; and 
while no one that ftved in the market-place in¬ 
vited him to lodge with him, there came an 
old man out of the field, one that was indeed 
of the tribe 4 of Ephraim, but relided in Giheah, 
and met him, and afked him, Who he was ? 
and for what reafon he came thither fo late ? 
and why he was looking out for provifions for 
fupper when it was dark ? To which he re¬ 
plied, That he was a Levite, and was bring¬ 
ing his wife from her parents, and was going 
home, hut he told him his habitation was in 
the tribe of Ephraim : So the old man, as well 
becaufe of their kindred, as becaufe they lived 
in the fame tribe, and alfo becaufe they had thus 
accidentally met together, took him in to lodge 
with him. Now certain young men, of the 
inhabitants of Giheah, >tfving feen the woman 
in the market-place, t and admiring her beauty, 
when they underftooj that flic lodged with the 
old man, came to /he doors, as contemning 
the wcaknefs arfUfTewncfs of the old man’s fa¬ 
mily; and when the old man defired them to 
go away, and not to offer any violence or a- 
bufe there, they defired him to yield them up 
the ftrange woman, and then he iliould have 


no harm done to him : And when the old man 
alledged, that the Ecvite was of his kindred, 
and that they would he guilty of horrid wick- 
edneis if they (offered themfclvcs to he over¬ 
come by their pleasures, and fo offend againft 
their laws, they defpifed his righteous admoni¬ 
tion, and laughed him to fcorn. They alfo 
threatened to kill him if lie became an obftacle 
to their inclinations ; whereupon, when he 
found himfelf in great dillrcis, and yet was not 
willing to overlook his guefts, and fee them a- 
huled, he produced Ids own daughter to them : 
and told them, that it was a fmaller breach of 
the law to falisfy their lull upon her than to a- 
bule his guefts, luppofmg that he himfelf 
Iliould hy this means prevent any injury to he 
done to thole guefts. ’When they no way a- 
bated of their earneftncls lor the ftrange wo¬ 
man, hut inlifted ahfolutely on their delires to 
have her, lie intreafed them not to perpetrate 
any Inch add ol injufticc ; but they proceeded 
to take her away by force, and indulging Hill 
more the violence of their inclinations, they 
took the woman away to their houfe, and when 
they had fatislied their lull upon her the whole 
night, they let her go about day-break. -So 
ihe came to the place where .(he had been en¬ 
tertained, under great afflidtion at what had 
happened, and was very forrowful upon occa- 
fion of what Ihe had fuffered, and dmil not look 
her hulhand in the face for lhame, for flic cam- 
eluded that lie would never forgive her for 
what Ihe had done, fo Die fell down, and gave 
up the glioft ; hut her hufband fuppofed that 
his wife was only fall afleep, and tliinking-no- 
tliing of a more melancholy nature had hap¬ 
pened, endeavoured to raife her up, refolving 
to fpeak comfortably to her, Iince flic did nor. 
voluntarily expofe herfelf to thele mens lull, 
hut was forced away to their houfe; hut as 
foon as he perceived ihe was dead, he a died as 
prudently as the greatnefs of his misfortunes 
would admit, and laid his dead wife upon the 
bcaft, and carried her home; and cutting her 
limb by limb into twelve pieces, he lent them 
to every tribe, and gave it in charge to thole 

rhaf 
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that Carried them, to inform the tribes of thofe 
that were the caufes of his wife’s death, and of 
the violence they had offered to her. 

9. Upon this the people were greatly dif- 
turbed at what they fa w, and at what they 
heard, as never having had the experience of 
fneh a thing before ; fo they gathered them- 
felvcs to Shiloh, out of a prodigious and a juft 
anger, and alfembling in a great congregation 
before the tabernacle, they immediately refol- 
ved to take arms, and to treat the inhabitants 
of Gibcah as enemies ; but the fenate reftrain- 
ed them from doing fo, and perfuaded them, 
that they ought not fo haftily to make war 
upon people of the Time nation with them, 
before they diicourfed them by words concern¬ 
ing the accufation laid againft them ; it being 
part of their law, that they fhoukl not bring 
an army againft foreigners themfelves, when 
they appear to have been injurious, without 
lending an ambaffage firft, and trying thereby 
whether they will repent or not; and accord¬ 
ingly they exhorted them to do what they 
ought to do in obedience to their laws, that is, 
to fend to the inhabitants of Gibcah, to know 
whether they would deliver up the offenders 
to them ; and if they delivered them up, to 
reft fatisfied with the punifhmcnt of thole of¬ 
fenders ; but if they defpifed the meffage that 
was fent them, to pimifh them, by taking up 
arms againft them. Accordingly they fent to 
the inhabitants of Gibcah., and aecufcd the 
young men of the crimes committed in the 
affair of the Ltjyite’s wife, and required of 
them thofe that had done what was contrary 
to the law, that they might he punilhed, as 
having.juflly deferred to die for what they had 
done : But the inhabitants of Gibeah would 
not deliver up the young men, and thought 
it too reproachful to them, out of fear of war, 
to fubmit to other mens demands upon them ; 
vaunting themfelves to be uo w'ay inferior to 
any in war, neither in their number, nor in 

-* Jofephus feems here to have rr.ade a frnall iriiftahe, 
when he took the Hebrew word Beth-El, which donates 
trie Houfc of God , or the Enbenuide, Judg. xx. 18. for the 
proper name of a place, Beth 7 , it no way appearing that 


courage. The reft of their tribe were alio 
making great preparation for war ; fo- 
were fo infolcntly mad allb, as to rcfolvc to 
repel force by force. 

10. When it was related to the lfraelitcs, 
what the inhabitants of Gibcah had refolvcd 
upon, they took their oath, that no mie" hf 
them would give his daughter in marriage to a 
Benjarnite, but make war with greater fury 
againft them than we have learned our fore¬ 
fathers made war againft the Canaanitcs; and 
lent out prefently an army of four b.Aidrcd 
thouiand againft them, while the Benjamites 
army was twenty-five thouiand and fix hun¬ 
dred, five hundred of which were excellent at 
flinging ftones with their left hands, iifGutich, 
that when the battle was joined at Gibeah, the 
Benjamites beat the Ifraclites, and of them there 
fell two thouiand men ; and probably more had 
been deftroyed, had not the night come on and 
prevented it, and broke off the fight; fo the 
Benjamites returned to the city with joy, and 
the Ifraclites returned to their camp in a great 
fright at what had happened. On the next 
day, when they fought again, the Benjamites 
beat them, and eighteen thouiand of the If'rael- 
ites were Haiti, and the,reft deferted their camp 
out of fear of a greater daughter. So they 
came to * Bethel, a city that was near their 
camp, and faffed on the next day ; and be- 
fought God by Phineas the high prieft, that his 
wrath againft them might ceaf'e, and that he 
would be fatisfied with thefe two defeats, and 
give them the victory and power over their e- 
ncmies. Accordingly God promifed them fo 
to do by the prophefying of l’hineas.. 

n. When therefore they had divided the 
army into two parts, they laid the one half of 
them in ambulli aboiTvhe city Gibcah by night, 
while the other half attacked the Benjamites, 
who retiring upon the idlault, the fttenjamites 
purfued them, while the* Hebrews retired by 

flow 

the tabernacle was ever nt Bethel; only fo far it is true, 
that Shiloh, the place of die tabernacle 111 the days of the 
Judges, was net far front Btdi'el. 
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ed out of his throne for joy of the dream* fo 
*Ehud fmote him to the heart, and leaving his 
daggep in his bodv, he went out and (hut the 
doorlfter him. Now the king’s fervan|s were 
very ftill, as fimpofing that the king had cbm- 
toofed himfe ^pfl een. ‘ 

3. HekWto^ Ehud informed the people 
of Jericho privately of what he had done, and 
exhorted them to recover their liberty ; who 
heard him gladly, and went to' their arms, 
and fent meflfengers over the country, that 
Ihould found trumpets of rams horns, for it 
was our cuftom to call the people together by 
them. Now the attendants of Eglon were igno¬ 
rant of what misfortune had befallen him for a 
•great While ; but towards the evening, fearing 
'fome uncommon accident had happened, they 
'-entered into his parlour, and when they found 
.him dead, they were in great diforder, and 
•knew not what to do : And before the guards 
could be got together, the multitude of the If¬ 
raelites came upon them, fo that feme of them 
were flam immediately, and fome were put to 
flight, and ran away toward the country of 
Moab, in order to fave themfelves. Their 
number was above ten thoufand. The Israel¬ 
ites feized upon the ford of Jordan, and purfu- 
ed them, and flew them, and many of them 
they killed at the ford, nor did one of them 
efcape out of their hands ; and by this means 
it was that the Hebrews freed themfelves from 
flavery under the Moabites. Ehud all’o was 
on this accotlnt dignified with the government 
over all the multitude, and died after he had 
'held the government * eighty years. He was 
a man worthy of commendation, even befides 
what he deferred for the fore-mentioned adt 
of his. After him Shamgar, the fon of Anath, 
was elected for their governor, but died in the 
lirlt year of his government. 

* Thcfe eighty y ir« for the government of Ehud are ne- 
crilary to Jof-'phus’s uftul large numbers, between the Lx- 
oflus and the building of the temple, of 592 or 612 years, 
but not to the fnv.iileit number of 480 years, 1 King. vi. 1. 
svhi. h Idler number jofephus fee ms fometimes to have 
followed. And hrc. 111 the beginaittg of the next chap- 
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How the Cajiaanites brought the Ifraelites under 
' Slavery for twenty Years after which they 
were delivered, by BaraJffjhd Deborah 9 who 
ruled,ovtr them for ffty Years. 

§ i.- /V ND now itjfas that the ffraeKtes, 
JT\!' taking iy^ warning Ky their former 
misfortunes tb amend their manners, and nei¬ 
ther worihipping God, nor fubmitting to the 
laws, were brought under flavery by Jabm,jjtm 
king of the Canaanites,- and that befm’t' they 
had a Ihort breathing time after the flavery un¬ 
der the Moabites j for this Jabin came out 0 
Hazor, a city that Was fituate over the laifce Se 
mechonitis, and had in pay three huntfeedtEou 
fand footmen, and ten thoufand horfemen, with 
no fewer than three thoufand chariots. Sifera 
was the commander of all his army, and was 
the principal perfon in the king’s favour. He 
fo forely beat the Ifraelites w mri they fought 
with him, that he ordered them to pay tribute. 

2. So they continued t6 undergo that hard-- 
fhip fpr twenty years, as not good enough 
of themfelves to grow wife by their misfor¬ 
tunes. God was willing alfo hereby the more 
to fubdue their obftinacy and ingratitude to* 
wards himfelf: So when at length they weie 
become penitent, and were fo wife as to learn 
that their calamities arofe from their contempt 
of the laws, they befought Deborah, a certain 
prophetefs among them (which name, in the 
Hebrew tongue, figiiifies a bee) to pray to 
God to take pity on them, and not to overlook 
them, now they were ruined by the Canaan- 
ites. So God granted them deliverance, and 
chofe them a general, Barak, one that, was 
of the tribe of Naphtali (now Barak in the 
Hebrew tongue fignilies lightning.) 

3. So 

ter It is faid by Jofephus, that here was hardly a Inathmg 
time for the Ifraelites before J'abnn came and cnilaved them, 
it is highly probable that fome of the copies in his time had 
here only eight years inftead of eighty; as had that of The- . 
ophilus of Antioch, ad AuUlyc. B. III. and this moll pro¬ 
bably. from has copy of jofephus. v 
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3. There was one whofe- name was Oth- 
n:d, the Ton of Kenaz, of the tribe of Judah, 
an active man, and of great courage. He had 
an admonition fronQr God, not to overlook the 
Ifraelites in luch a dlftrefs as they were now 
in, but to endeavour Ijoklly to gain them their 
liberty : So when he'had procured fome to afe 
lift him in~tffls dangebesgs undertaking (and 
few they were who, either'out of fhame at 
their prefent circumftanees, or out of a defire of 
('hanging them, could be prevailed on to affift 
/um'/'He firft of all deitroyed that garrifon which 
Chuflian had fet over them; but when it was 
perceived that he had not failed in his firft at- 
temfmore of the people came to his affiftance, 
id'they joined battle with the Aftyrians, and 
drove them entirely before them, and compel¬ 
led them to pafs over Euphrates. Hereupon 
Othnicl, who had given fuch proofs of his va¬ 
lour, received from the multitude authority to 
judge the people : And when he had ruled over 
them forty years, he died. 


C H A P. IV. 

Hu iv our People ferved the Moabites eighteen 
Tears, and were then delivered from Sla¬ 
very by one Kbnd, who retained the Dominion 
eighty } ears. 

HEN Othnicl was dead, die affairs 
of the ifraelites fell again into dif- 
ordcr ; and while they neither paid to God the 
honour due to him, nor were obedient, to the 
laws, their afflictions increalcd, till Eglon, 
king of the Moabites, did fo greatly defpife 
them, on account of the diforders of their po¬ 
litical government, that he made war upon 
them, and overcame them, in fcveral battles, 
and made the molt courageous to fubra.it, and 
entirely fubdued their army, and ordered them 
to' pay him tribute. And when he had built 'him 

* Ft appears by the facred-hiflory, Judg. i. n 5 - iii. 13. 
that Eglon’s pavilion nr palace was at the city of Palm-trees, 
as the place where Jericho had flood is called after its de- 
Itruflion by Joihua, that is, at or near the dentoliflied 
■city. Accordingly Jofephm (ays it was at Jericho, or 
rather in that tine louatry of n.ilm-trccs, upon or near to 1 


a royal palace at * Jericho, he omitted no me¬ 
thod whereby he might diftrefs them; and in-* 
deed he reduced them to poverty for eighteen 
years. But when God had once take# pity 
of the Ifraelites; on account of their afflictions, 
and was moved to compafffon by their (appli¬ 
cations put up to him, he freed them from the 
hard ufage they had met with under the Mo¬ 
abites. This liberty he procured for them in 
the following manner. 

2. There was a young man of- the tribe of 
Benjamin, whole name was Ehud, the Ion of 
Gera, a man of very great courage in bold un¬ 
dertakings, and of a vefv ffrong body, lit for 
hard labour, but belt (killed in ufing his left' 
hand, in which was "his whole ftrength ; and 
he alfo dwelt at Jericho. Now this man be¬ 
came familiar with Eglon, and that by means 
of prefents, with which he obtained his favour, 
and inffnuated himfelf into his good opinion, 
whereby lie was alfo- beloved of thofe that 
were about the king. Now when, on a time, 
he was bringing prefents to the king, and bad 
two fervants with him, be put a dagger on his 
right thigh fecrctly, and went in to him : It 
was then fummer-time,. and the middle of tilt 
I day, when the guards were not ttri&iy on their 
watch, both bccaufe of the beat, and bccaufe 
| they were gone to dinner. So the young man, 
when he had offered his prefents to the king, 
who then relided in a fmall parlour that flood 
conveniently to avoid the heat, he. fell into dif- 
courfe with him, for they were now alone, the 
king having bid hisdervants that attended him 
to go- their ways, becaufe. he had a mind to 
talk with Ehud. He was now fitting on hie. 
throne ; and fear feized upon Ehud left lie 
fhouhl mil's his ftroke, and not give him a 
deadly, wound: fo he railed himfelf tip, and 
faid, he had a dream to impart to him by the 
command of God ; upon which the king leap¬ 
ed 

the fame, fpet of ground on which Jericho lent formr.ly 
flood, r.nd on which it was rebuilt by Hid, 1 Kings xvi'. . 
34- Our other copies, that avoid its p'roper neir.e Jauh-j,. 
and call it the city of Pa/w-tneJ oniy, ip.- lb hue more ac¬ 
curately than Jei'ephus. 




G ' 2 


Book '7’., 


ANTI Q_U I T I E S 

guard their daughters, and thdt they ought not 
»to be over angry at the Rcnjamites, fince that 
anger was permitted to rife too high already.” 
So the Il'radites were perfuaded to follow this 
advice ; and decreed, that the Benjamites fhould 
he allowed thus to fteai themfelves wives. So 
when the feltival was coming on, tlrefe two hun¬ 
dred Benjamites lay in ambufh before the city, 
by two and three together, and waited for the 
coming of the virgins, in the vineyards, and 
other places, where they could lie concealed. 
Accordingly the virgins came along playing, 
and fulpeded nothing of what was coming up¬ 
on them, and walked after an unguarded man¬ 
ner ; fo thofc that lay leattered in the road rofe 
up, and caught hold of them; by this means 
thel’e Benjamites got them wives, and fell to 
agriculture, and took good care to recover their 
former happy Bate. And thus was this tribe of 
the Benjamites, after they had been in danger 
of entirely perilhing, laved in the manner fore- 
mentioned, by the wifdom of the Ifraelitcs ; 
and accordingly it prefcntly flouriihed, and foon 
increafed to be a multitude, and came to en joy 
all other degrees of happind's. Anti luch was 
the conctufion of.this war.. 


C H A P. III. 

Flo-iv lie fra elites, after this Misfortune , grew 
zeii lrt'., and fsrvrd the Affyrians; ami how 
God ds(ivi. iJ them hy (j timid , who ruled 
ever than jeily Yea, s. 

§ i,VT OW it happened, that the tribe of 
l)an ihfli.-red in like mannuer with 
the tribe of Benjamin ; and it came to do Id 
on the occasion following: When the Il’radites 
had already left off the exerdfe of their arms 
for war, and were intent upon their hufban- 
dry, the Canaanites dd pi fed them, and brought 
together an army, not hjeauie. they expe&ed 
to fuller by them, but bceaulc they had a mind 
to have a fare profpaft of treating the Hebrews 
ill when they pkafed, and might thereby for 
the time to come dwell in their own cities the 
more fecurely : They prepared therefore their 
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chariots, and gathered their foldiery together * 
their cities alfo combined together, anetdrev* 
ovpr to them Afkelon and Ekron, which were 
within the tribe of Judah, agift many more of 
thole that lay in the plait/* They alfo forced 
the Danites to fly into tl/e mountainous coun-- 
try, and left them not tine' leaft portion of fhe 
plain country to fet t^df foot onr Since then 
thefe Danites were not able to fight them, and 
had not land enough to fuftain them, they lent 
live of their men into the mid-land country, t,o 
; fee for a land to which they might remove 
j their habitation : So thefe men went as far as 
j the neighbourhood of mount Libanus, and the 
i fountains of the lefler Jordan, at the gfeat 
■ plain of Sidon, a day’s journey from tluamity ; 
j and when they had taken a view of the land, 

| and found it to be good, and exceeding fruit- 
j ful, they accjuainted their tribe with it; where- 
j upon they made an expedition with an army, 
j and built there the city Dan, of the fame name 
with the Ion of Jacob, and of the fame name 
with their own tribe. 

2. Tint Ifraelitcs grew fo indolent, and un¬ 
ready of taking pains, that misfortunes came 
heavier upon them, which alfo proceeded iu 
part from their contempt of the divine worlhip; 
for when they had once fallen off from the re¬ 
gularity of their political government, they in¬ 
dulged themfelves farther in living according 
to their own pleafure, and a-cordiog to them 
own will, till they were full of the evil doings 
that were common among the Canaanites. 
God. therefore was angry with them, and they 
loft, that their happy Rate, which they bad ob¬ 
tained by innumerable labours, by their luxury j 
for. when Ghulhan, king of the Aifyrians, had 
made war againft them, they loft many of their 
foldicrs in the battle, and when they were be- 
fieged, they were taken by force; nay,' there 
were fome, who, out of fear, voluntarily lub- 
mitted to him, and thought the tribute laid 
upon them was more than they could bear ; 
yet did they pay it, and underwent all fort of 
j oppreflion for eight years ; after which time 
j they were freed from them in the following 
IS manner. 3. Tueris 
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flow degrees, as very defirous to' draw them j 
'’c-mif(fiy from the city, and the other followed 
them as they retired, till both the old men and 
young men thftt-ayere left In the city, as too 
weak to fight, cameM* tinning out together with 
them, as willing to ftring their enemies under. 
However,_when thiXy were a great way from I 
the city, ffie^Hebrewk^an away no longer,! 
but turned back to fight mem, and lift up the 
fignal they had agreed on to thofe that lay in 
ambuflh, who rofe up, and with a great noife 
fell 'upon the enemy. Now, as foon as ever 
they perceived themfelves to be deceived, they 
kn^w not what to do, and when they were driv- 
eni into a certain hollow place, which was in 
a ‘Valicy, they were fhot at by thole that en- 
eompaffed them, till they were all deftroyed, ex¬ 
cepting fix hundred, which farmed themfelves 
into a clofe body of men, and forced their paf- 
fage through the midft of their enemies, and 
fled to the neighbouring mountains, and feizing 
upon them, remained there ; but the reft of I 
them, being aboutVwenty-five thoufand, were 
{lain. Then did the Ifraelites burn Gibcah, 
and flew the women, and the males that were 
under age. They did the fame alfo to the ci¬ 
ther cities of the Benjamites. And indeed 
they were enraged to that degree, that they 
fent twelve thoufand men out of the army, and 
gave them orders to deftroy Jabefh Gilead, be- 
caufc it did not join with them in fighting 
againft the Benjamites. Accordingly thofe that 
were fent flew the men of war, with their child¬ 
ren and wives, excepting four hundred virgins. 
To filch a degree had they proceeded in their 
anger, bccaufc they not only had the fuffering 
of the Levite’s wife to avenge, but the daugh¬ 
ter of their own foldiers. 

12. However, they afterward were lorry 
for the calamity they had brought upon the 
Benjamites and appointed a faft on that account, 
although they fuppofed thofe men had fu fie red 
juftly for their offence againft the laws ; fo they 
recalled by their ambaffadors thofe fix hundred 
which had clcapcd. Thefe had fcated them¬ 
felves on a certain rock called Rimmon, which 
was in the wildernefs ; fo the ambaffadors la- 
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mented not only the difafter that had befallen 
the Benjamites, but themfelves alfo, by this de- 
ftru&ion of their kindred, and perliiaded them 
#0 take it patiently, and to come and unite with 
them, and not, fo far as in them lay, to give 
their luffrage to the utter deftrudtion of the tribe 
of Benjamin ; and faid to them, “ We give you 
leave to take the whole land of Benjamin to 
yourlelves, and as much prey as you are able 
to carry away with you.” So thefe men with 
forrow confefled, that what had been done was 
according to the decree of God, and had hap¬ 
pened for their own wicked nefs, and aflcntcil 
to thofe that invited them, and came down to 
their own tribe. The Ifraelites alfo gave them 
the four hundred virgins of Jabefh Gilead for 
wives ; but as to the remaining two hundred, 
they deliberated about it how they might com- 
pafs wives enough for them, and that they 
might have children by them: And whereas 
they had before the war began taken an oath, 
that no one would give his daughter to wife to 
a Benjamite, fome advifed them to have no re¬ 
gard to what they had fworn, becaufe the oath 
had not been taken advifedly and judiciouflv, 
but in a pallion, and thought that they Ihouki 
do nothing againft God, if they were able to 
lave a whole tribe which was in danger of per- 
ilhing; and that perjury was then a fad and 
dangerous thing, not when it is done out of 
necefiity, but when it is done with a wicked 
intention. But when the lenate were affright¬ 
ed at the very name of perjury, a certain pcr¬ 
ib n told them, that he could Ihtw them a way 
whereby they might procure the Benjamites 
wives enough, and yet keep their oath. They 
afked him what his propofal was? He faid, 
That “ three times in a year, when we meet 
in Shiloh, our wives and our daughters accom¬ 
pany us; let then the Benjamites he allowed to 
fteal away, and marry fuch women as they can 
catch, while we will neither incite them, nor 
forbid them ; and when their parents take it til, 
and defire us to infiidt punifhment upon them, 
we will tell them, that they were themfelves the 
caufe of what had happened, by neglecting to 

2 P guard 




Ci;ap. VI. ANTIQUITIES 

3. So Deborah fent for Barak, and bid him ] 
chufc him out ten thoufand young men to go a- 
gainil the enemy, hecaufc God had laid, that 
that number was fuflicient, and promifed them 
victory. But when Barak faid, that lie would 
not be the general unlefs Ihe would alfo go as 
a general, with him, Ihe had indignation at .what 
he faid,~&hC'rreplied, “Thou, O Barak, deli¬ 
vered; up meanly that authority which God hath 
given thee, into the hand of a woman, and I 
do not rejetf it.” So they collected ten thou- 
Vaiid men, and pitched their camp at mount 
Tabor, where, at the king’s command, Sifcra 
met them, and pitched his camp not far from 
the.bnemy ; whereupon the Ifraelites, and Ba- 
ulk'hi’yfelf, were fo affrighted at the multitude 
of thole enemies, that they w^e refolved to 
inarch off, had not Deborah retained them, and 
commanded them to light the enemy that very 
day, for that they lhould conquer them, and 
God would be their affiftance. 

4. So the battle began ; and when they were 
come to a dole figby' there came down from 
heaven a great ftorm, with a vaft quantity of 
rain and hail, and the wind blew the rain in 
the face of the Canaanites, and fo darkened 
their eyes, their arrows and flings were of no 
advantage to them ; nor would the coldnefs of 
the air permit the foldiers to make ulc of their 
fwords, while this ftorm did not fo much in¬ 
commode the Ifraelites, becaufe it came in their 
backs. They alfo took fuch courage, upon the 
apprehenfion that God was affifting them, that 
they fell upon the very midft of their enemies, 
and flew a great number of them; fo that fome 
of them fell by the Ifraelites, fome fell by their 
own horfes which were put into diforder, and 
not a few were killed by their own chariots. 
At laft Sifera, as foon .as lie faw himfelf beat¬ 
en, fled away, and c$me to a woman whofe 
name was Jael, a Kunite, who received him, 
when he defired to be concealed ; and when 
he alkcd for fo mew hat to drink, fhe gave him 
four milk, of which he drank fo unmeafurably, 
that lie fell alleep ; but when he was afleep, 
Jac 4 took an iron nail, and drove it through 
his temples with an hammer into the floor: 
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and when Barak came a Utile afterward, fhe 
{hewed Sifera nailed to the ground. And thus 
was this victory gained by a woman, as De¬ 
borah had foretold. Barak alfo fought with 
Jabin at Hazor ; and when he met with him 
lie flew him : and when the genera! was fallen, 
Barak overthrew the city to the foundation, 
and was the commander of the Ifraelites for 
forty years. 

C H A P. VT. 

Hoiv the Midianitcs and other Nations fought 
againjl the Ifraelites , and beat them,, and af¬ 
flicted their Country for fever: Tears. How 
they •were delivered by Gideon , echo ruled 
over the Multitude for /even Tears. 

§ 1. TwTOW when Barak and Deborah wcie 
X tI dead, whofe deaths happened about’ 
the fame time ; afterwards the Mtdianites called 
the Amalekites and Arabians to their afliflance, 
and made war againft the Ifraelites, and vote 
too .hard for thol’e that fought againft them ; 
and when they had burnt the fruits of the 
earth, they carried off the prey. Now when 
they had done this for three years, the multi¬ 
tude of the Ifraelites retired to the mountains, 
and forfook the plain country. They alfo made 
themfelves hollows under ground, and caverns, 
and preferved therein whatlbever had cicaped 
their enemies; for the Mtdianites made expe¬ 
ditions in harveft time, but permitted them 
to plough thejandin winter, that fo, when 
the others had taken the pains, they might 
have fruits for them to carry away. Indeed 
there enfued a famine, and fcardty of food, 
upon which they betook themlelvc.s to their 
Explications to God, and bclbught him to fare 
them. 

2. GllftoN alfo, the fon of Joafli, one of 
the principal peduns of the tribe of Manafleh, 
brought his flheaves of corn privately, and 
threlhed them at the wine-prefs; for lie was 
too fearfui of their enemies to threih them 
openly in the threlhing-floor. At this time 

2 Q fome- 
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fbmcwhat appeared to him in the fhape of 
a young man, and fold him, “ that he was an 
happy man, and beloved of God.” To which 
he immediately replied, “ A mighty indication 
of God’s favour to me, that I am forced to ufe 
this wine-preft inftead of a threihing-floor !” 
But tire appearance exhorted him to be of good 
courage, and to make an attempt l’or the reco¬ 
very of their liberty. He anhyered, That “it 
was impoftihle for him to recover it, becaufe 
the tribe to which he belonged was by no means 
numerous, and becaufe he was but young 
himfelf, and too inconhderuble to think of fitch 
great adions.” But the other promifed him, 
that God would fupply what he was deft dive 
in, and would afford the Ifraelites vidory un¬ 
der his condud. 

3. Now therefore as Gideon was relating 
this to lome young men, they believed him, 
and immediately there was an army of ten 
thoufand men got ready for fighting. But 
God flood by Gideon in his fleep, and told him, 
That “ mankind were too fond of themfelves, 
and were enemies to fuch as excelled in virtue ; 
now that they might not pal's God over, but as¬ 
cribe the vidory to him, and might not fancy it 
obtained by their own power, becaufe they were 
a great army, and able of themfelves to fight 
their enemies, but might eonfefs that it was 
owing to his affillancc, he advifedhim to bring 
his army about noon, in the violence of the 
heat, with him to the river, and to elleem thofc 
that bent down on their knees, and fo drank, 
to be men of courage, but for all thofc that drank 
tumultuoufly, that he fhould cfleem them to do 
it out of fear, and as in dread of their enemies.” 
And when Gideon-hail done as God had fug- 
gefled to him, there wore found three hundred 
men that took water with their hands tumultu¬ 
oufly ; fo God bid him take thefe men, and at¬ 
tack the enemy. Accordingly th*y pitched 
their camp at the river Jordan, as ready the 
next day to pafs over it. 

4. But Gideon was in great fear,, for God 
had told him before-hand, that he fhould let 
upon his enemies in the night-timeBut God 
being willing to free him from his fear, bid him 


take one of his foldiers, and go near to the Mi-" 
dianites tents, for that he fhould from that very 
place have his courage railed and grow bold. 
So he obeyed, and went and took his fervant 
Phurah with him ; and as he came near to one 
of the tents, he difeovered that thofe that were 
in it were awake, and that one of tficm was 
telling to his fellow-foldicr a dreamwrfljis own, 
and that fo plainly, that Gideon could hear him. 
The dream was this : He thought lie faw a 
barley cake, fuch an one as could hardly be 
eaten by men, it was fo vile, rolling tlyojg*. 
the camp, and overthrowing the royal tent, 
and the tents of all the foldiers. Now the 
other foldier explained this vifion to rneaic the 
deftrudion of the army, and told them pHim 
his reafon was which made him fo to conje&ure, 
viz. that the feed called barley was all of it al¬ 
lowed to be of the vileft fort of feed, and that 
the Ifraelites were known to be the vilelt of all 
the people of Afia, agreeably to the Iced of bar¬ 
ley, and that what feemed to look big among 
the Ifraelites was this GfGon, and the army 
that was with him : and finee thou fayell thou 
didft fee the cake overturning our tents, i am 
afraid left God hath granted the vidory over 
us unto Gideon. 

5. When Gideon had heard this dream, 
good hope and courage came upon him ; and 
he commanded his foldiers to arm themfelves, 
and told them of this vifion of their enemies. 
They alfo took courage at what was told them, 
and were ready to perform what he fhould cn- 
i join them : So Gideon divided his army into 
j three parts, and brought it out about the fourth 
watch of the night, each part containing an 
hundred men: they all bare empty pitchers, 
and lighted lamps in their hands, that their on- 
fet might not be ‘difeovered by their enemies. 
They had alfo each olVhem a ram’s horn in 
his right hand, which fie ufed inftead of a 
trumpet., The enemies camp took up a large 
fpace of ground ; for it happened they had 
a great many 1 arnels : and as they were divid¬ 
ed into difftfent nations, fo they were all con¬ 
tained in one circle. Now when the Hebrews 
did;as they were ordered before-hand, upon 

their 
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tlieir approach to their enemies, and on the 
fignal given, founded with their rams horns, 
'and brake their pitchers, and fet upon their 
enemies with their lamps, and a great fhout, 
\and cried, “Vidtory to Gideon, by God’s af- 
tance,” a diforder and a fright l'eized on the 
.othgr men, while they were half alleep, for it 
was as God would have it; fo that 

a few of them were flam by their enemies, but 
the greateft part by their own foldiers, on ac¬ 
count of the diverfity of their language; and 
hhv.' they were once put into diforder, they 
killed all that they met with, as thinking them 
to he enemies alfo. Thus there were a great 
11 in 1 ,liter made. And as the report of Gideon’s, 
vlhorv fame to the Ifraelites, they took their 
weapons and purfucd their enemies, and over¬ 
took them in a certain valley, encompaffed with 
torrents, a place which thefe could not get over; 
fo that they encompafied them, and flew them 
all, with their kings Oreb and Zeeb. But the 
remaining captains led thofe foldiers that were 
left, which wore a k -mt eighteen thoufand, and 
'pitched their camp a great way off the Ifraelites. 
However, Gideon did not grudge his pains, but 
purfued them with all his army, and joining 
battle with them, cut off the whole enemies 
army, and took the other leaders, Zcbah and 
Zalmuna, and made them captives. Now there 
were flain in this battle of the Midianites, and 
of their auxiliaries the Arabians, about an hun¬ 
dred and twenty thoufand; aiid the Hebrews 
took a great prey, gold and filver, and gar¬ 
ments, and camels, and affes. And when Gi¬ 
deon was come to his own country of Ophrah, 
he flew the kings of the Midianites. 

6. However, the tribe of Ephraim was f° 
difpleafed at the good fucccfs of Gideon, that 
they refolved to make war againft him, accu- 
fltng him becaufe he yli d not tell them of his ex¬ 
pedition againft -tlu.iV enemies. But Gideon, 
as a man of temper, and that excelled in every 
virtue, pleaded, That “ it was not the refult of 
his own authority or reafoning, that made him 
attack the enemy without them, but that it was 
the command of God, and Hill the victory be¬ 
longed to them as well as thofe in the army.” 


And by this method of cooling their paflions he 
brought more advantage to the Hebrews than 
by the fucccfs he had againft thefe enemies, ter 
he thereby delivered them from a feditiou which 
| was arifing among them ; yet did tins tribe af¬ 
terwards fuffer the p’unuhmcnt of this their in¬ 
jurious treatment of Gideon, of winch we will 
give an account in due time. 

; 7. Hereupon Gideon would have laid 

11 down the government, but was over-perfuaded 
j to take it, which he enjoyed forty years, and 
S diftributed juftice to them as the people came to 
j him in their differences ; and what he deter- 
: mined was eftcemed valid by all. And when 
he died lie was buried in h ?5 own country of 
! Ophrah. 


C II A P. VII. 

That the ‘Judges who fucceeded Gideon made War 
with the adjoining Nations for a long Time. 

§ j.'V'TOW Gideon had feventy fons that 
J >1 were legitimate, for he had many 
' wives; but he had alfo one that was fpurious, 
by his concubine Drumah, whofe name was 
Abhnclcch , who after his father’s death retired 
to Shechem to his mother’s relations, for they 
were of that place : And when he had got 
money of fuch of them as were eminent for 
many inftanccs of injuftice, he came with them 
to his father's houfe, and flew all his brethren, 
except Jothain, for he had the good fortune to 
efcape and be preferved ; but Abimelech made 
the government tyrannical, and conflituted 
himfelf a lord, to do what he plcafed, inftcad 
of obeying the laws, and he adted moll rigidly 
againft thofe that were the patrons of juftice. 

■ 1 . Now when, on a certain time, there was 
a public feftival at Shechem, and all the multi¬ 
tude was there gathered together, Jotham his 
brother, v/hofe efcape we before related, went 
up to mount Gcrizim, which hangs over the 
; city Shechem, and cried out io as to be heard 
! by the multitude, who were attentive to him. 
He defired they would confukr what he was 

go- 
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going to fay to them: So when filence was 
made, he faid, That “ when the trees had a 
human voice, and there was an aflcmbly of 
them gathered together, they defired that the 
fig-tree would rule over them ; but when that 
tree refuted fo to do, becaufe it was contented 
to enjoy that honour which belonged peculiarly 
to the fruit it bare, and not that which fhould 
be derived to it from abroad, the trees did not 
Jeave off their intentions to have a ruler; fo 
they thought proper to make the offer of that 
honour to the vine: But when the vine was 
chofen, it made ufe of the fame words which 
the fig-tree had ufed before, and excufed itfelf 
from accepting the government: and when the 
olive-tree had done the fame, the brier, whom 
,;the trees had defired to take the kingdom (it is 
a fort of wood good for firing) it promifed to 
take the government, and to be zealous in the 
cxercife of it; hut that then they inuft fit down 
under its fhadow, and if they lhould plot a- 
gainft it to deftroy it, the principle of fire that 
was in it fhould deftroy them. He told them, 
that what he had faid was no laughing matter : j 
for that when they had experienced many blef- 
ings from Gideon, they overlooked Abimelech, ; 
when he over-ruled all, and had joined with j 
them in flaying his brethren: and that he was J 
no better than a fire himfelf.” So when he had j 
faid this, he went away, and lived privately in 
the mountains for three years, out of fear of 
Abimelech. 

3. A little while after this feftival, the 
Shechcmites, who had now repented them- 
felvcs of having flam the fons of Gideon, drove 
Abimelech away, hot 1 from their city and their 
tribe ; whereupon lie contrived how he might 
diftrefs their city. Now at the feafon of vin¬ 
tage the people were afraid to go out and ga¬ 
ther their fruits, for fear Abimelech fhould do 
them feme mifehief. Now it happened that 
there had come to them a man of authority, 
one Gaal, that fojourned with them, having 
his armed men, and his kinfmen with him ; lo 
the Shechemites defired that he would allow 
them a guard during their vintage, whereupon 
he accepted of their defires, and fo the people 
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went out, and Gaal with them at the head of 
his foldiery : So they gathered their fruit with 
fafety ; and when they were at fupper in fc- r 
veral companies, they then ventured to curie 
Abimelech openly, and the magiflrates laid am- 
huflies in places about the city, and caught 
many of Abimelech’s followers, ancjjjellroyed 

them. .- ' “ 

4. Now there was one Zcbul, a magiflratc 
of the Shechemites, that had entertained V,' 
melech. He lent meflengers, and informe 
him how much Gaal had irritated the 
againft him, v id excited him to lay amhull 
before the cl / ; for that he would perfun 
Gaal to go out againft him, which would ’ea 
it in his power to be revenged on him Vv. • 
when that was once done, he would bring him 
to he reconciled to the city. So Abimelech 
laid ambufhes, and himfelf lay with them. 
Now Gaal abode in the fuburbs, taking little 
care of himfelf; and Zebul was with him. 
Now as Gaal faw the armed men coming on, 
he faid to Zebul, that fewsp, armed men were 
coming : but the other replied, they were on¬ 
ly ihadows of huge ftones; and when they 
were come nearer, Gaal perceived what was 
the reality, and faid, they were not fhadows, 
but men lying in ambufh. Then faid Zebu], 
didft not thou reproach Abimelech for cowar¬ 
dice ? why doft thou not then fhew how very 
courageous *thou art thyfelf, and go and fight 
him ? So Gaal, being in diforder, joined 
battle with Abimelech, and fome of his men 
fell ; whereupon he fled into the city, and 
took his men with him. But Zebul man¬ 
aged his matters fo in the city, that he 
procured them to expel Gaal out of the 
city, anft this by accuiing him of cowardice 
in this a£tion with the foldiers of Abimelech. 
But Abimelech, when hey,had learned that the 
Shechemites. were again coming out to gather 
their grapes, placed ambufhes before the city; 
and when they were come (Jut, the third part 
of his army took pofleffion of the gates, to hin¬ 
der the citizens from returning in again, while 
the reft purfued tfiofe that were fcattered a- 

broad. 
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abroad, and fo there was (laughter every where ; 
\aftd when he had overthrown the city to the 
1 very foundations, for it was not able to bear a 
nd had fown its ruins with fait, he pro- 
on with his army, till all the Shechem- 
ites were (lain. As for thole that were leat¬ 
hered about the country, and fo ('leaped the 
danger, they were gathered together unto a 
certain ftrong rock, and fettled themfelves up¬ 
on it, and prepared to build a wall about it ; 
and when Abimclech knew their intentions, he 
prevented them, and came upon them with his 
forces ; and laying fagots of dry wood round 
the place, he himlelf bringing fome of them, 
and by ins example encouraging the foldiers to 
do ih*. fame. And when the rock was en- 
compallcd round about with thefe fagots, they 
fet them on lire, and threw in whatfoever by 
nature caught lire the molt eafdy ; fo a mighty 
flame was railed, and nobody could fly away 
from the rock ; but every man periihed, with 
their wives and children, in all about fifteen 
hifnJ’S 'hrnej.'., and lie reft were a great num¬ 
ber alfo. And Inch was the calamity which 
fell upon the Shechemites ; and mens grief on 
their account had been greater than it was, 
had they not brought fo much mifehief on a 
perfon who had fo well deferred ol them, and 
had they not themfelves efteemed this as a 
punifhmcnt for the fame. 

5. Now Abimelech, when he had affright¬ 
ed the Ifraelites with the miferies he had 
brought upon the Shechemites, feemed openly 
to affeCt greater authority than he now had, 
and appeared to fet no bounds to his violence, 
unlefs it were with the deftruCtion of all. Ac- 
cordinglv he marched to Thebes, and took the 
city on the fudden ; and there being a great 
tower therein, whereunto the whole multitude 
fled, he made prepar'.tion to befiege it. Now 
as he was rufhing with violence near the gates, 
a woman threw a piece of a mill-ftone upon 
his head, upon which Ah; ..elech fell down; 


rfiege, £ 
acceded 


and defired his armour-bearer to kill him, left 
his death fhould be thought to he the work 
of a woman, who did what fhe was bid to do. 
So he underwent this death as a puniihment 
for the wickednels he had perpetrated againft 
his !>rethren, and his infolent barbarity to the 
Shechemites. Now the calamity that happen¬ 
ed to thofe Shechemites was according to the 
prediction of Jotham. However, the army 
that was with Abimelech, upon his fall, was 
feattered abroad, and went to their own homes. 

6. Now it was that * Jair the Gileadite, of 
the tribe of Manafleh, took the government. 
He was a man happy in other refpcQs alfo, bur 
particularly in his children, who were of a good 
character. They were thirty in number, and 
very fkilful in riding on horfes, and were in- 
trufted with the government of the cities of Gi¬ 
lead. He kept the government twenty-two 
years, and died an old man ; and he was bu¬ 
ried in Camon, a city of Gilead. 

7. And now all the affairs of the Hebrews 
were managed uncertainly, and tended to dif- 
ordcr, and to the contempt of God, and ol the 
laws. So the Ammonites and Philiftine*. had 
them in contempt, and laid walle the country 
with a great army ; and when they had taken 
all Perea, they were fo infolent as to attempt to 
gain the polfeflioi: of all the reft : But the He¬ 
brews, being now amended by the calamities 
they had undergone, betook themfelves to Ap¬ 
plications to God; and brought laeriliecs to him* 
befeeching him not tube too fevcrc upon them,, 
but to he moved by their prayers to leave off 
his anger againft them. So God became more 
merciful to them, and avas ready to aflift them. 

8. When the Ammonites had made an ex¬ 
pedition into the land of Gilead, the inhabitants 
of the country met them at a certain mountain, 
but wanted a commander; Now there was one 
whofe name was Jcpbtha , who, both on ac¬ 
count of his father’s virtue, and on account of 

that 


* Our prefent copies of Jofe s all omit Tola among 
the Judges, though the othe r ;s have him next after 
Abimelech, and allot twent> .. years to his adminiftra- 
tion, Judges x. i, 2. yet Jofephus’s commentators 


conclude, that in Jofephus’s fum of the years of the Judges 
his twenty-three years are included ; hence we " to con- 
fefs, that fomewhat has been liete loll out of his copies. 
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that army which he maintained at his own ex- 
pences, was a potent man; the Ifraelites there¬ 
fore fent to him, and intreated him to come to 
their affiftance, and promifed him the dominion 
over them all his life-tiroe. But lie did not ad¬ 
mit of their intreaty; and accufed them, that 
they did not come to his affiftance when he was 
unjuftly treated, and this in an open manner, 
by his brethren ; for they call him off, as not 
having the fame mother with the reft, but 
born of a ftrangc mother, that was intro¬ 
duced among them by his father’s fondnefs, 
3 .nd this they did out of a contempt of his ina¬ 
bility [to vindicate himfelf ]. So he dwelt in 
the country of Gilead, as it is called, and re¬ 
ceived all that came to him, let them come 
from what place foever, and paid them wages. 
However, when they prefled him to accept the 
dominion, and fware that they would grant him 
the government over them all his life, he led 
them to the war. 

9. And when Jephtha had taken immediate 
care of their affairs, he placed his army at the 
city Mifpeh, and fent a meffage to the Ammo¬ 
nite [king] complaining of his unjuft poffef- 
fion of their land. But that king fent a con¬ 
trary meffage ; and complained of the exodus 
of the Ifraelites out of Egypt, and defired him 
to go out of the land of the Amorites, and yidd 
it up to him, as at firft his paternal inheritance. 
But Jephtha returned this anfwcr, That “ he 
.did not juftly complain of his anceftors about 
t he land of the Amorites, and ought rather to 
tihank them that they left the land of the Am- 
utionitesto them, fince Moles could have taken 
it alio ; and that neither would he recede from 
thet land of their own, which God had obtain¬ 
ed for them, and they had now inhabited [above] 
three hundred years, but would fight with them 
about it.” 

ro. And when he had given them this an- 
fwer, he feat the ambaffadors away. And 

* Jofephus fwftly condemns Jephtha, as do the Apof- 
tolical Conftitun'qns, B. VII. ch. xxxvii. for his rnfj voir, 
whether it were for facrificing his daughter, as Jofephus 
thought,, or for dedicating her, who-was his only child, 
to perpetual virginity, at the tabernacle, of elfewhctc. 
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J when he had prayed for vi&ory, and had 
* vowed to perfor|n facred offices ; and if He 
came home in fafety, to offer in facrifice what 
living creature foever fhould firft meet him, he 
joined battle with the enemy, and gained a 
great vi&ory, and in his purluit flew the ene¬ 
mies all along as far as the city Minmtb. He 
then paffed over to the land of the Ammonites, 
and overthrew many of their cities, and took 
their prey, and freed his own people f r '"n rW 
flavery which they had undergone for 
years. But as he came back, he fe! 
calamity no way correfpondcnt to t! 

actions he had done ; for it was his ' 1> '. 1 

that came to meet him ; fhe was alf 
child, and a virgin: Upon this Jeplit 
ly lamented the greatnefs of his afflk 
blamed his daughter for being fo forward in 
meeting him, for he had vowed to facrifice her 
to God. However, this accident that was to 
befal her was not ungrateful to her, fince flie 
fhould die upon occafion of her father’s victory, 
and the liberty of her fellow-citizens •. .She cl’fly 
defired her father to give her leave for two 
months, to bewail her youth with her fellow- 
citizens ; and then fhe agreed, that at the fore- 
mentioned time he might do with her accqrd«t 
ing to his vow. Accordingly, when that time 
was over, he facrificed his daughter as a burnt- 
offering, offering fuch an oblation, as was nei¬ 
ther conformable to the law, nor acceptable to 
God, not weighing with himfelf what opinion 
the hearers w r ould have of fuch a practice. 

11. Now the tribe of Ephraim fought a-, 
gainft him, becaufe he did not take them along 
with him in his expedition againft the Am¬ 
monites, but becaufe he alone had the prey, 
and the glory of what was done to himfelf. 
As to which he faid, firft, that they were not 
ignorant how his kindrra had fought againft 
him, and that when they were invited, they 

did 

: 

which I rather fuppofe. If he had vowed her for 2 
facrifice, the ought to have been redeemed, Levit. xxvii. 

18. b.ut of the fenfe of v. 28, 29. as relating not to 
things vowed to God , but devoted to dejiruchen, fee the.note 
on Antitp B. V. ch. j.. j 8* 
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did not come to his affiftance; whereas they 
fSVight to have come quickly, even before they 
were invited. And in the next place, that 
'they were going to a£t unjuftly ; for while 
‘they had not courage enough to fight their 
enemies, they came haftily againft their own 
kindred’: and he threatened them, that, with 
God’s affiilance, he would infli£t a puniihment 
upon them, urdefs they would grow wifer. 
But when he could not perfuade them, he 
fought with them with thofe forces which he 
lent for out of Gilead, and he made a great 
daughter among them ; and when they were 
beaten, he purfued them, and feized on the 
paf ages of ]ordau by a part of his army which 
he i.^hfent before, and flew about forty-two 
thouiand of them. 

i 2. So when Jcphtha had ruled fix years, 
he died, and was buried in his own country 
Sebee, which is a place in the land of Gilead. 

13. Now when Jephtha was dead, Ibzan 
took the government, being of the tribe of Ju- 
‘hb,-en/Lof tile city Bethlehem. He had fixty 
children, thirty of them Tons, and the reft 
(laughters ; all which he left alive behind him, 
giving the daughters in marriage to hufbands, 
and taking wives for his Ions. He did nothing 
in the feven years of his adminiftration that 
was worth recording, or deferved a memorial. 
So he died an old man, and was buried in his 
own country. 

14. When Ibzan was dead after this man¬ 
ner, neither did Helon, who iuccceded him in 
the government, and kept it ten years, do any 
thing remarkable ; he was of the tribe of Ze- 
bulon. 

15. Abdon alfo, the fon of Hiilel, of the 
tribe of Ephraim, and born at the city Pyra- 
thon, was ordained their fupreme governor af¬ 
ter Helon. He is only recorded to have been 
happy in his children ; for the public affairs 
were then fo peaceable, and in fuch lecurity, 
that neither did he perform any glorious ac¬ 
tion. He had forty fons, and by them left 
thirty grand-children ; and he marched in ftatc 


with thefe feventy, who were all very fkilful 
in riding horfes, and he left them all alive af¬ 
ter him. He died an old man ; and obtained 
a magnificent burial in Pyrathon. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Concerning the Fortitude of Sampfon , and what 
Mifcbiefs be brought upon the Pbiliflines. 


§ 1. A FTER Abdon was dead, the Philif- 
/"V tines overcame the Ifraelites, and re¬ 
ceived tribute of them for forty years; from 
which diftrefs they were delivered after this 
manner. 

2. There was one Manoah, a perfon of 
fuch great virtue, that he had few men his 
equals, and without difpute the principal perfon 
of his country. He had a wife celebrated for 
her beauty, and excelling her contemporaries. 
He had no children ; and being uneafy at his 
want of pofterity, he intreated God to give 
them feed of their own bodies to fuccecd them ; 
and with that intent he came conftantly into 
the * fuburbs, together with his wife, which 
fuburbs were in the great plain. Now he was 
fond of his wife to the degree of madnefs, and 
on that account was unmeafurably jealous of 
her. Now when his wife was once alone, an 
apparition was feen by her; it was an angel of 
God, and rolembled a young man, beautiful 
and tall; and brought her the good news, that 
flie fhouid have a fon, born by God’s provi¬ 
dence, that fhouid be a goodly child, of great 
ftrength, by whom, when he was grown up to’ 
man’s eftatc, the Pbiliflines fhouid be afflict¬ 
ed. He exhorted her alfo not to pull his hair, 
and that he fhouid avoid all other kinds of 
drink (for fo had God commanded) and be en¬ 
tirely contented with water. So the angel, 
when he had delivered that mefi’age, went his 
way, his coming having been by the will of 
God. 

3. Now the wife informed her hufband, 

when 


# I can difeover no reafon why Manoah and his wife 
ame fc> conftantly into thefe fuburbs to pray for children, 


but beraufe there was a fyu-ly/^ur or place of devotion i: 

thofe fuburbs.. 
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Jwhen he came home, of what the angel had 
faid, who (hewed fo great an admiration of the 
•beauty and tallnefs of the young man that had 
appeared to her, that her hufband was aftonifh- 
ed, and out of himfelf for jealoufy, and fuch 
fttfpicions as are excited by that paffion : But 
fhe was delirous to have her hufband’s unrea- 
fonahle farrow taken away; accordingly fhe in- 
treated God to fend the angel again, that he 
might be feen by her hufband. So the angel 
came again, by the favour of God, while they 
were in the fuburbs, and appeared to her when 
fhe was alone without her hufband. She de- 
fired the angel to flay fo long till fhe might 
bring her hufband ; and that requefl being 
-granted, fire goes to call Manoah. When he 
jfaw the angel", he was not yet free from fufpi- 
cion, and he deftred him to inform him of all that 
.he had told his wife : But when he faid, it was 
fufficient that fire alone know what he had faid, 
he then requefled of him to tell who he was, 
that, when the child was born, he might return 
him thanks, and give him a prefent. He re¬ 
plied, that he did not want any prefent, for that 
he did not bring them the good news of the 
birth of a fon out of the want of any thing. 
And when Manoah had intreated him td flay, 
and partake of his hofpitality, he did not give 
his confent. However, he was perfuaded, at 
the earned requeft of Manoah, to day fo long 
as while he brought him one mark of his hof¬ 
pitality : So he flew a kid of the goats, and bid 
his wife boil it. When all was ready, the an¬ 
gel enjoined him to fet the loaves and the flefh, 
• but without the vefiels, upon the rock ; which 
when they had done, he touched the flefh with 
the rod which he had in his hand, which, upon 
the breaking out of a flame, was confumcd, 
together with the loaves. And the angel af- 
cended openly, in their fight, up to heaven, 
by means of the fmoke, as by a vehicle. Now 
Manoah was afraid that fome danger would 
come to them by this fight of God ; but his 
wife bid him be of good courage, for that God 
appeared to them for their benefit. 

‘ Here by a prophet Jofeplius feems only to mean one 
.that was born l>y a particular providence, lived after the 
mama of a Na/aiite devoted to God, and was to have 


Book V: 

4. So the woman proved with child, and was 
careful to obferve the injun&ions that were giv¬ 
en her ; and they called the child, when he was 
born, Sampfon , which name fignifies one that 
is Jlrotig. So the child grew apace, and it ap¬ 
peared evidently that he would be a * prophet, 
both by the moderation of his dietj Tmd-the 
permiflion of his hair to grow. 

5. Now when he once came with b' 0 re¬ 
mits to T.mnath, a city of the Philiftines, 
there was a great fellival, he fell in lov 

a maid of that country, and he defired ■ 
parents that they would procure him the 
lei for his wife: but they refufed fo to d 
caufe fhe was not of the flock of Ifrac 
bccaufe this marriage was of God, who 
cd to convert it to the benefit of the He 
he over-perfuaded them to procure her to be cf- 
poufed to him. And as he was continually 
coming to her parents, he met a lion, and 
though he was naked, he received his onfet, 
and firangled him with his hands, and cafl the 
wild beaft into a woody piece oAg’vju.’ul, on 
the infide of the road. 

6 . And when he was going another time to 
the damfel, he light upon a fwarm of bees ma¬ 
king theif combs in the breaft of that lion, and 
taking three honey-combs away, he gave them, 
together with the refl of his prefents, to the 
damfel. Now the people of Timnath, out of 
a dread of the young man’s flrength, gave him, 
during the time of the wedding feaft (for he 
then fcafled them all) thirty of the moft flout of 
their youth, in pretence to be his companions, 
but in reality to be a guard upon him, that he 
might not attempt to give them any diflurbance. 
Now as they were drinking merrily and playing, 
Sampfon faid, as was ufual at fuch times, “Come, 
if I propofe you a riddle, and you can expound 
it in thcfe feven days time, I will give you 
every one a linen fhirt and a garment, as a re¬ 
ward of your wifdom.” So they being very 
ambitious to obtain the glory of wifdom, toge¬ 
ther with the gains, defired him to propofe his 

riddle: 

an extraordinary comm'Jion and flrength from God for 
the judging and avenging his people Ifrael, without any 
proper prophetic revelations at all. 
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riddle : He find, “ that a great devonrer pro- | 
daced fweet food out of itfelf, though itfelf j 
were very difagreeable.” And when they 
were not able, in three days time, to find out 
the meaning of the riddle, they defired the 
damfel to difeover it by the means of her huf- 
Inml. and tell it them ; and they threatened to 
burn her if fhe did not tell it them. So when 
the damfel intreated Sainpfon to tell it her, he 
at fir 11 refufed to do it, but when fhe lay hard | 
4t him, and fell into tears, and made his refu- 
fd to - 'tell it a fign of his unkindnefs toiler, he 
informed her of his daughter of a lion, and how 
he found bees in his bread, and carried away 
t hi re honcy-combs, and brought them to her. 

1 iiu he fufpedfing nothing of deceit, informed 
her of all, and fhe revealed it to thole that 
defired to know it. Then on the feventh day, 
whereon they were to expound the riddle pro- 
poled to them, they met together before iun-fet- 
ting, and fa id, “ Nothing is more difagreeable 
than a lion to thole that light on it, and nothing 
■..'iwfft'kin honey to thole that make life of 
it.” 'If which Sampfon made this rejoinder, 

<c Nothing i> more deceitful than a woman, for 
fuch was the perfon that dilcovered my inter¬ 
pretation to you.” Accordingly lie gave them 
fhe prefents he had promifed them, making 
fuch Alkclonitcs as met him upon the road his 
prey, who were thcmfelves Phililtines alfo. 
But he devorced this his wife, and the girl de- 
fpilcd his anger, and was married to his compan¬ 
ion, who made the former match between them. 

y. At this injurious treatment Sampfon was 
fo provoked, that he refolved to punifh all the 
Philiflines, as well as her: So it being then 
fummer-time, and the fruits of the land being 
ajmofl ripe enough for reaping, he caught three 
hundred foxes, and joining lighted torches to 
their tails, he fent them into the fields of the 
Philifrines, by which means the fruits of the 
fields perilhed. Now when the Philillines 
knew t hat this was Sampfon’s doing, and knew 
alfo for what eaufe he did it, they fent their 
rulers to Timnath, and burnt his former wife, 
and her relations, who had been the occalion 
of their misfortunes. 
v No. VIII. 
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8 Now when Sampfon had flain many of 
the Philillines in the plain country, lie dwelt 
at 1st am, which is a ftvong rock of the tribe of 
Judah ; for the Philillines at that time made 
an expedition againfi that tribe: Put the peo¬ 
ple of Judah laid, that they did not a& juftly 
with them, in inllieVmg punifiiments upon 
them, while they paid their tribute, and this 
only on account of Sampfon’s offences. They 
anlwered, That in calc they would not he Illum¬ 
ed themlelves,they mull deliver upSampfon, and 
put him into their power. So they being defirous 
not to he blamed tbemlelves, came to the rock 
with three thoufaud armed men, and complain¬ 
ed to Sampfon of the bold intuits he had made 
upon the Philillines, who were able to bring 
calamity upon the whole nation of the He¬ 
brews; and they told him, they were conic 
to take him, and to deliver him up to them, 
and put him into their power, fo they de¬ 
fined him to bear this willingly. Accordingly 
when he had received aHiirance Horn them 
upon oath, that they would do him no other 
harm than only to deliver him into Ins enemies 
hands, he came down from the rock, and pul 
himJelf into tire power of his countrymen. 
Then did they hind him with two cords, and 
lead him on, in order to deliver him to the 
Philillines ; and when they came to a certain, 
place, which is now called The 'Juw-bouc^ on 
account of the great allion there performed by 
Sampfon, though of old it had no particular 
name at all, the Philillines, who had pitched 
their camp not far off, came to meet them 
with joy and fhouting, as having clone a great 
thing, and gained what they defired; but 
Sampfon broke his bonds afunder, and oak hang¬ 
up tire jaw-bone of an afs that lay down at his 
feet, fell upon his enemies, and fmiting them 
i with his jaw-hone, flew a thoufaud of them, 
and put the reft to flight, and into great dif¬ 
ord er. 

9. Upon this (laughter, Sampfon was too 
proud of what he had performed, and fit id that 
1 this did not come to pafs by the sfffhr.ee of 
j God, but that his fuccels was to be aferibed to 
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his own courage : and vaunted him Tel f, that 
“ it was out of a dread of him that Tome of his 
enemies fell,, and the reft ran away upon his 
tile of the jaw-bone.” But when a great thirft 
came upon him, he conitdered that human 
courage is nothing, and bare his teftimony that 
at! is to he alcrihed to God, aaid beiought him, 
that he would not he angry at any thing he 
had laid, nor give him up into the hands of his 
enemies, but afford him help under his afflic¬ 
tion, and deliver him from the misfortune he 
was under. Accordingly God'was moved with 
Ids intreaties, and railed him up a plentiful 
fountain of fweet water at a certain rock; 
whence it was that Samplon called the place 
* The yaw-bone, and lo it is called to this day. 

10. After this fight Samplon had the Phil- 
iliines in contempt, and came to Gaza, and 
took up his lodgings in a certain inn. When 
the rulers of (Giza were informed of his com¬ 
ing thither, they lei zed upon the gates, and 
placed men in ambuth about them, that he 
might not efcape without being perceived: 
but Samplon, who was acquainted with their 
contrivances againft him, arofc about midnight, 
and ran by force upon the gates, with their 
pods and beams,'and tire reft of their wooden 
furniture, and carried them away on his {boul¬ 
ders, and bare them to the mountain that is over 
Hebron, and there laid'tbcm do'vn. 

11. I low i: v it it, he at length j' tranlgrefled 
the laws of his country, and altered his own 
regular way of living, and imitated the ftrange 
cullom of foreigners, which tiling was the be¬ 
ginning of his milei ies ; for he fell in love witli 
a woman that was an harlot among the Philis¬ 
tines : her name was Delilah, and he lived with 
her. So thole that adin'miftrcd the public af¬ 
fairs of the Philiftlncs came to her, and with 
promiles induced her to get out of Samplon 
what was the eauie of that his ftrength, by 
which he became unconquerable to the ene¬ 
mies. Accordingly, when they were drink- 

* This fountain, called Ldn , or 7 he Jaw-bwe, is kill 
in being, as travellers allure us, and was known by ibis very 
name id the days of Joiephu-i, and has been known by 
the kune n.r.i;r in a 1 i thefc g. ll age-,.. bee Antiq. B. VII. 
chap. xii. W). 


ing, and had the like converfation together, 
ihe pretended to admire his aclions he had 
done, and contrived to get out of him by fub- 
tilty, by what means he lb much excelled o~ 
thers in ftrength. Samplon, in order to de¬ 
lude Delilah, for he had not yet loft his fenlcs, 
replied, That if he were bound with feven Inch 
green withs of a vine as might ftill be wreath¬ 
ed, Ire fliould he weaker than any oilier man. 
The woman laid no more then, but told this to 
the nilcrs of the Philiftines, and hid certain oi 
the lbldiers in amlntih within the houll, and 
when he was dilbrdered in drink and af 
Ihe bound him, as fafl as polfible, with 
withs ; and then upon her awakening him 
told him fome of the people were upon 
hut lie broke the withs, and endeavoured to 
defend himfelf, as though tome of the people 
were upon him. Now this woman, in the con- 
ftant converfation Samplon had with her, pre¬ 
tended, that Ihe took it very ill that he had 
Inch little confidence in her affections to him, 
that he would not tell her what dr -ylHuy'd, :ui 
if lire would not conceal what lire knew it was 
for his intereft to have concealed. However, 
lie deluded her again, and told her, that if they 
hound him with feven cords, he fliould lole his 
ftrength. And when, upon doing this, Ihe 
gained nothing, he told her the third time, 
that his hair fliould he woven into a weh : lnit, 
when upon doing this, the truth was not yet 
difeovered, at length Samplon, upon Deli¬ 
lah's prayer (for he was doomed to fall into 
lbme affliction) was delirous to pleale her, and 
told her, That “ God took care of him, and 
that he was born by his providence, and that 
■tlrence it is that I TufTcr my hair to grow, God 
having charged me never to poll my head, and 
thence my ftrength is according to the increale 
and continuance of my hair.” When Ihe had 
learned thus much, and had deprived him of 
his hair, flic delivered him up to his enemies, 

when 

f See this jiifUy-obferved in the ApoRolic.d Conflitu- 
tions, lb VU. chap, xxxvii. that Sampfon’s prayer was 
heard, but that it was before this hia traulgieihon.. 
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Wiien ne was not ftrong enough to defend him- 
fb’f from their attempts upon him ; lo they 
put out his eyes, and hound him, and had 
him led about amdng them. 

/ 12. But in procels of time Sampfon’s hair 

1 grew again. And there was a public fellival 
among the Philiftinca, when the rulers, and 
„ thole of moil eminent character, were fealliiur 
together (now the room wherein they were 
had its roof fupported by two pillars) lb they 
Mat for Sampfon, and he was brought to their 
feall, that they might iulult him in their cups. 
1 lereupcm he, thinking it one of the greateil 
■wines il lie fhould not be able to revenge 
he was thus intuited, perfuaded 
led- him by the hand, that he was 
warned to red himfolf, and deiired 
he woiitu -big him near thy pillars ; and as loon 
as he came to them, he rulhed with force a- 
giinll them, and overthrew t!ie houfe by over- 
tiirowing its pilleis, with three tlioufand men 
in it, who were all ilain, arid Sampfon with 
t’w.i,-.’" Aw 1 'iltcli was r !ic end of this man, 
wiien he had ml d over trie liraclites twenty 
years. Ami i need this man deferves to he ad¬ 
mired for his courage and iirength, and mag¬ 
nanimity at his death, and that his wrath a- 
gainfl his enemies went fo far as to die hitnfdf 
with them. But as for his being enlhared by 
a woman, that is to he atoribed to human na¬ 
ture, which is too weak to refill the tempta¬ 
tions to that fin ; hut we ought to hear him 
witneis, that in all other relpells he was one of 
extraordinary virtue. But his kindred took a- 
way his body, and buried it in Saralat, Ids own 
country, with the roll of his family. 


C II A P. IX. 

How under Eli's Government of the I fra elites 
Buo'Z married Ruth , from whom came Od d, 
the grandfather of David.' 


§ 


-N 


ow 


after the death of Sampfon, 


Eli 


the high prieft was governor of the 
Ifraclilco. Under him, when the country was af¬ 
flicted with a famine, Elimelech of Bethlehem, 


which is a city of the tribe of Judah, being not 
able to (import his family under lo lore a dil- 
ti'els, took with him Naomi his wife, and the 
children that were horn to him in her, (Ihilion 
and Mahlon, and removed his habitation into 
the land of Moab ; and upon the happy prof- 
perity of his affairs there, he took for his inns 
wives of the Moabites, Orphah for (ihilion, 
and Ruth for Mahlon, But in the compels of 
ten years, both Elimelech, ami a little while 
after ban, the ions died : and Naomi being 
very nncaly at tilde accidents, and not able to 
hear her londome condition, now thole that 
were beared to her were dead, on whole ac¬ 
count it was that ihe had gone away from her 
own country, fhc returned to it again, for ihe 
had been informed it was now in a llourilhing 
condition. However, her daughters-in-law were 
not able to think of parting with her, am! when 
they had a mind to go out of the country wi'h 
her, flic could not diffuade them fiom it ; hut 
when they infilled upon it, ihe wiihed them a 
more happy wedlock than they had had with 
her foils, and that they might have profperity 
in other refpccls alto ; and feeing her own af¬ 
fairs were fo low, fhc exhorted them to Hay 
where they were, and not think of leaving then- 
own country, and partaking with her of that 
uncertainty under which fhc mull return. Ac¬ 
cordingly Oiphah flayed behind; hut flic took 
Euth along with her, as not to he perfuaded 
to flay behind her, but would lake her fortune 
with her whatforver il fhould prove. 

2. When Ruth was come with her mother- 
in-law to Bethlehem, Boo/, who was near , ,f 
kin to Elimelech, entertained her : And when 
Naomi was fo called by her fellovv-citi/.en , 
according; to her true n ime, fhc laid, “ You 
might more truly call me Mara." Now N;i, 
omi lignihes, in the Hebrew tongue, hapj.in.:!}. 
and Mara for ~ow. It was now rcapmg-time • 
and Ruth, by ihe leave of her mothcr-in-lav,, 
went out to glean, that they might gel a fhgk 
of corn for their food. Now it happened, 
that fhc came into Boo/.’s field ; and al'tlf ibim 
tunc, Uooz came thither; am! when he few 
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the damfcl, he enquired of his fervant that 
was fet over the reapers concerning the girl. 
The fervant had a little before enquired alv a: 
all her circumflances, and told them to his ! 

1 J 

mailer, who kindly embraced her, both on ac- j 
count or her a flection to her mother-in-law, and : 
her remembrance of that ion of her’s to whom 
hie had been married, and wilhed that fhc 
might experience a profperous condition : So he 
defired her not to glean, but to reap what ihe 
was able, and gave her leave to carry it home. 
He alto gave it in charge to that fervant who 
was over the reapers, not to hinder her when 
flic took it away ; and hid him give her her 
dinner, and make her drink, when he did the 
like to the reapers. Now what corn Ruth re¬ 
ceived of him fhe kept for her mother-in-law, 
and came to her in the evening, and brought 
the cars of corn with her ; and Naomi had 
kept for her a part of fuch food as her neigh¬ 
bours had plentifully bellowed upon her. Ruth 
alio told her mother-in-law what Boo/, had (aid 
to Iter ; and when the other had informed her, 
tint lie was near of kin to them, and perhaps 
was fo pious a man as to make feme provifiou 
for them, fhe went out again on the da vs fol¬ 
lowing, to gather the gleanings with Booz’s j 
maiu-iervants. 

4 It was not many da vs before Booz, after j 
tie- barley was winnowed, dept in his threfh- 
ing-tloor. When Naomi war. informed oi this ; 
ciivumftanee, fhe contrived it fo that Ruth j 
fhou’d lie down bv him, for ihc thought it 
might he for their advantage that he ihouid dil- 
rourfe with the girl. Accordingly ihe lent the 
damfcl to deep at Ins feet, who went as fhe hade 
he., for fhc did not think it confident with her 
duty to contradict any command of her ino- 
WerVin-luw. And at firit fhe lay concealed 
from Boo/., as he was fail alleep ; but wlien 
he awaked about midnight, and perceived a wo¬ 
man lying by him, he afkcd, who fhe was ? 
and when (he told him her name, and deiired 
than he, whom the owned, for her lord, would 
; .wife her, lie then laid no more, hut in the 
morning, before the fervnnts began to let about 
*h: ; r vvoik, lie awaked her, and bid her take as 
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much barley as fhe was able to carry, and go 
to her mother-in-law, before any body there 
fhould fee that fire had lain down by him, be- 
caufe it was but prudent to hvoid any reproach - 
that might arife on that account, efpecially when 
there had been nothing done that was ill. But 
as to the main point ihe aimed at, the matter 
fhould refl here, “ He that is nearer of kin than 
1 am fhall he afkcd, whether he wants to take 
thee to wile ? If he fays he does, thou fhalt fol¬ 
low him ; hut if he refui’c it, 1 will marry thee 
according to the law.” 

4. Whf.n flic had informed her mother-in- 
law of this, they were very glad of it, out of 
the hope they had that Booz would make pro- 
vifion for them. Now about noon Bow. went, 
down into the city, and gathered the ienate to¬ 
gether, and when he had lent for Ruth, lie cal¬ 
led for her kinfman alio ; and when he was 
come, he faid, Doll not thou retain the inheri¬ 
tance of Elimelech and his fons ? He confefled 
that he did retain if, and that he did as he was 
permitted to do by the lawW,A>A'cftT<- hr wav their 
nearcfl kinfman. Then laid Booz, “ Thou 
in till not remember the laws by halves, hut do 
everything according to them; for the v.ife 
of Mahlon is come hither, whom thou muff, 
marry according to the laws, in cafe thou, wilt 
retain their fields.” So the man yielded up 
both the field and the wife to Booz, who was 
himlelf of kin to tliofe that were dead, as alled¬ 
ging that he had a wife already, and children 
alfo : So Booz called the ienate to witnefs ; and 
hid the woman to loofe his fhoe, and fpit in 
his face, according to the law : and when this 
was done, Booz married Ruth, and they had 
a fori within a year’s time. Naomi was hu¬ 
lk! I a nurle to this child ; and by the advice of 
the women called him Obcd, as being to be 
1 brought up in order to he fu 'bfcrvient to her in 
her old age, for Obcd in the Hebrew dialee° 
lignifies a fervant. The ion of Obcd was [die 
and David was hisfon, who was king, and lei 
his dominions t'O his fons for one and tw r cnt- * 
! generations. I was therefore obliged to relat 
this hiftory of Ruth, becaufe 1 had a mind t 
| dc 
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' emonflrate the power of God, who, without 
difficulty, can raifc thofe that arc of ordinary 
parentage to dignity and fplendor, to which 
he advanced David, though he were born of 
inch mean parents. 


C H A P. X. 

Concerning the Birth of Samuel-, and how be 
foretold the Calamity that befcl the Sons of 
Eli. 

§ i. \ ND now, upon the ill hate of the 
affairs of the Hebrews, they made 
-v t again upon the Phili(lines. The occafion 
was this: Eli the high pried had two Tons, 
llophni and Phineas. Titicfe fons of Eli were 
guilty of injuffiae towards men, and of impi¬ 
ety towards God, and abdained from no fort of 
wickednefs. Some of their gifts they carried 
off, as belonging to the honourable employ¬ 
ment they had. others of them they took sfCvay 
by vh k„ . i he , alio were guilty of impu¬ 
rity with the women that came to worihip 
God [at the tabernacle] obliging fome to fub- 
mit to their hid by force, and enticing others 
by bribes; nay, the whole* courie of their life ' 
was no better than tyranny. Their father 
therefore was angry at them for fuch their wick¬ 
ednefs, and expedit'd that God would fuddenly 
inflict his pnnidiments upon them for what 
they had done. The multitude took it hein- 
oufly alfo. And as foon as God had foretold 
what calamity would hefal Eli’s foils, which he 
did both to Eli himfelf, and to Samuel the pro¬ 
phet, who was yet but a child, he openly fhew- 
cd his furrow for his ions dedrudlion. 

a. I wn.r. fird difpateh what I have to fay 
about the prophet Samuel, .and after that will 
proceed to (peak of the fons of Eli, and the 
mil’eries they brought on the whole people of 
the Hebrews. Elcanah, a Levite, one of a mid¬ 
dle condition among his fellow-citizens, and 
one that dwelt at Ramathaim, a city of the 
tribe of Ephraim, married two wives, Hannah 
and Peninnnh. He had children by the latter, 
v but he loved the other bed, although die were 
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barren. Now Elcanah came with his wives to 
the city Shiloh to facrificc, for there it was 
that the tabernacle of God was fixed, as we 
have formerly faid. Now when, after he had 
facrificed, he diitributed at that feflival por¬ 
tions of the flefh to his wives and children ; and 
when Hannah dew the oilier wife’s children fit¬ 
ting round about their mother, lhe fell into tears, 
and lamented herfelf on account of her barren¬ 
ness, and lonefomenefs ; and differing her grief 
to prevail over her hufband’s confolations to 
her, (he went to the tabernacle to befecch God 
to give licr feed, and to make her a mother ; 
and to vow to confecrate the fird ion (he ihould 
bear to the fervice of Cloil, and ti.is in fuch a 
wfi-y that his manner of living fhouki not be 
like that of ordinary men. And as die Con¬ 
tinued at her,prayers a longtime, Eli the higl 
pried, for he fat there before the tabernacle, bid 
her go away, thinking die had been difordemi 
with wine ; but when die faid die had drunk 
water, but was in furrow for want of children, 
and was bcfeeching God for them, he bid her 
he of good cheer, and told her that. God would 
fend her children. 

3. So die came to her hufbatu) full of hope, 
and eat bet-meal with gladnefs : And when 
they had returned to their own country flu. 
found herfelf with child, and they had a. fou 
bom to them, to whom they gave the mum- of 
Samuel , which may he Jlyled one that was 
ajked of God. They the re Sore came to the ta¬ 
bernacle to offer facrificc for the birth of the 
child, and brought their tithes with them ; but 
the woman remembered the vow die had made 
concerning her foil, and delivered him to Eh, 
dedicating him to God, that he might become 
a prophet. Accordingly his hair was differed 
to grow long, and his drink was water. So 
Samuel dwelt and was brought up in the tem¬ 
ple. But Elcanah had other fons by Hannah, 
and three daughters. 

4. Now when Samuel was twelve years old, 
he began to prophefy : and when he was once 
aileep, God called to him by his name, but he 
fuppofinghe had bean called by the high ptieft, 

2 ']' cam e 
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came to him ; but when the high pricfl faid he 
did not call him, God did fo thrice. Eli was 
then To far illuminated, that he faid to him, 
“ Indeed, Samuel, I was filent now as well as 
before: It is God that calls thee; do thou there¬ 
fore fignify it to him, and fay, I am here 
ready.” So when he heard God fpeak again, 
he deiired him to fpeak, and to deliver what 
oracles he pleafed to him, for he would not 
fail to perform any miniftration whatfoever he 
fhould make ufe of him in ; to which God re¬ 
plied, “ Since thou art here ready, learn what 
miferies are coming upon the Ifraelites, fuch 
indeed as words cannot declare, nor faith be¬ 
lieve ; for the fons of Eli fhall die in one day, 
and the prieliliood fhall he transferred into the 
family of Elea/ar; for Eii hath loved his fons 
more than lie hath loved my worfhip, and to 
fuch a degree, as is not for their advantage.” 
Which melTage Eli obliged the prophet by oath 
to tell him, for otherwife he had no inclination 
to affilid him by telling it. And now Eli had 
a far more fure expectation of the perdition of 
his fons; hut the glory of Samuel increafed 
more and more, it being found by experience 
that whatfoever he * prophdied came to pafs 
accordingly. 


CHAP. IX. 

li rein is declared what befcl the Sons of Eli , 
the Ark , and the Pcofde ; and how Eli him- 
felf died miferably. 

§ 1. j\ BOUT this time it was that the 
Philiftines made war againft the Is¬ 
raelites, and pitched their camp at the city 
Aphek. Now when the Ifraelites had expect¬ 
ed them a little while, the very next day they 
joined battle, and the Philiftines were conquer¬ 
ors, and flew about four (houfand of the He¬ 
brews, and purfued the reft of their multitude 
to their camp. 

* Although there had been a few occafional prophets 
before, yet was this Samuel the firlt of a conftant fuccef- 
fion of prophets in the Jewifh nation, as is implied in St 
Peer's words, Ads iii. 24. Tea, and all the prophets from 


2. So the Hebrews being afraid of the worft, 
fent to the fenate, and to the high prieft, and 
defired that they would bring the ark of God, 
that, by putting themfelves in array, when it 
was prelent with them, they might be too hard 
for their enemies, as not refleding that he who 
had condemned them to endure thcle calami¬ 
ties was greater than the ark, and for whole fake 
it was that this ark came to be honoured. So 
the ark came, and the fons of die high prieft 
with it, having received a charge from their 
father, that if they pretended to furvive th' 
taking of the ark, they fhould come no * 
into his prefence ; for Phincas officiated 

as high prieft, his father having reip 
office to him, by reafon of his great . 
the Hebrews were fui of courage, as ft ,ij .ng 
that by the coming of the ark .they fhould be 
too hard for their enemies : their enemies alio 
were greatly concerned, and were afraid of the 
ark’s coming to the Ifraelites; however the up- 
fhoPdid not prove agreeable the expedation 
of both fides, but when the battle’Was joined, 
that vidory which the Hebrews expeded was 
gained by the Philiftin^ and what defeat the 
Philiftines were afraid of fell to the lot of the 
Ifraelites, and thereby they found that they 
had put their truft in the ark in vain; for they 
were prefently beaten as foon as they came to 
a clofe fight with their enemies, and loft about 
thirty thoufand men, among which were the 
fons of the high prieft ; but the ark was car¬ 
ried away by the enemies. 

3. When the news of this defeat came to 
Shiloh, with that of the captivity of the ark 
(for a certain young man, a Benjamite, who 
was in the adion, came as a meffenger thither) 
the whole city was full, of lamentations. And 
Eli the high prieft, who fat upon an high 
throne at one of the gates, heard their mournful 
cries, and fuppofed that fome ftrange thing had 
befallen his family: So he fent for the young 

man ;, 

Samuel, and thofe that follow after, as mam as have fpohest, 
haw hkewife foretold of thefe days. See alfo Acts ,\iii. 20. 
The other were rather fometimes called righteous men, 
Matt. x. 41. xiii. 17. 
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man; and when he underftood what had hap¬ 
pened in the battle, he was not much unealy 
as to his fons, or what was told him withal 
about the army, as having before-hand known 
by divine revelation that thofe things would 
happen, and having himfelf declared them be¬ 
fore-hand, for what fad things come unexpeft- 
ediy they diftrefs men the moft; but as foon as 
the ark was carried captive by their enemies, 
he was very much grieved at it, becaufe it fell 
out quite differently from what he expected, 
fo he fell down from his throne, and died, hav¬ 
ing in all lived ninety-eight years, and of them 
retained the government forty. 

„ r . On the fame day his fon Phineas’s wife 
died alfo, as not able to furvivc the misfortune 
of her hufband ; for they told her of her huf- 
band’s death as flic was in labour. However, 


i ( h ) 

fhe bare a fon at feven months, which lived, 
and to which they gave the name of Icabod, 
which name fignifies difgracc , and this bccaule 
the army received a difgrace at this time. 

5. Now Eli was the firll of the family of 
Ithamar, the other fon of Aaron, that had the 
government; for the family of Eleazar officiat¬ 
ed as high prielt at iirft, the fon {fill receiving 
that honour from the father, which Eleazar be¬ 
queathed to his fon Phineas ; after whom Abi- 
ezer his fon took the honour, and delivered 
it to his fon, whole name was Bukki , from 
whom his fon O/.i received it; after whom Eli, 
of whom we have been fpeaking, had the priefit- 
hood, and fo he had Ills pofterity until the time 
of Solomon’s reign; but then the pofterity of 
Eleazar re-aflumed it. 


BOOK VI. 


Containing the Interval of Thirty-two Tears . 


[From the Death of.JELi to the Death of Saul.] 


CHAP. I., 

The Definition that came upon the Phil fines, 
and upon their Land , by the Wrath of God , 
on Account of their having carried the Ark 
away captive ; and after what Manner they 
fent it back to the Hebrews. 

§ 1. ."VT 7 ’HEN- the Philiftines had taken the 
V V ark of the Hebrews captive, as I 
faid a little before, they carried it to the city 
Afhdod, and put it by their own god, who was 
called * Dagon , as one of their fpoils j but when 
they went into his temple the next morning to 

. * Dagon, a famous maritime god or idol, is generally 


worfhip their god, they found him paying the 
fame worfhip to the ark, for he lay along, as 
having fallen down from the bails whereon he 
had flood : So they took him up, and fet him 
on his bafis again, and were much troubled 
at what had happened ; and as they frequently 
came to Dagon, and found him ft ill lying along 
in a pofture of adoration to the ark, they were 
in very great diftrefs and conluijon. At length 
God fent a very deftrutlive dileafe upon the 
city and country of Afhdod, for they tiled of 
the dyfentery or flux, a fore difteiUpcr, that 

brought 

fuppofed to Live been like a wen above the navel, and 
like a fjh beneath it.. 
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brought death upon them very fuddenly ; for 
before the foul could, as ufoal in eafy deaths, 
be well loofed from the body, they brought up 
their entrails, and vomited up what they had eat¬ 
en, and what was entirely corrupted by the dif- 
eafo. And as to the fruits of their country, a 
great multitude of mice arofe out of the earth, 
and hurt them, and fpared neither the plants nor 
the fruits. Now while the people of Afhdon 
were under thefo misfortunes, and were nor able 
to fupport themfelvcs under their calamities, they 
perceived that they fuffered thus becaufe of the 
ark, and that the victory they had gotten, and 
their having taken the ark captive, had not hap¬ 
pened for their good, they therefore font to the 
people of Afkelon, and defired that they would 
receive the ark among them. This clcfirc of 
the people of Afhdod was not difagrceable to 
thole of Afkelon, fo they granted them that fa- 
vour. But when they had gotten the ark, they 
were in the fame mifcrable condition; for the 
ark carried along with it the difallcrs that the 
people of Afhdod had fuffered, to thofe who 
received it from them. Thofe of Afkelon alfo 
font it away from themfelvcs to others : .Nor 
did it flay among thofe others neither, for fmcc 
they were purfued by the lame diliifters, they j 
full font it to the neighbouring cities j fo that j 
the ark went round, after this manner, to the 
five cities of the Philiflinos, as though it exadt- ; 
ed tlueie oil.tilers as a tribute to be paid for its 
coming among them, 

a. Wm. . timfe that had experienced thofe 
mifevus were tired out with them, and when 
thofe that !u uni of them were taught thereby 
not to admit the arkamongthem, knee they paid 
fo dear a tribute for it, at length they fought 
for ionic contrivance and method how they 
might get free from it, fo the governors of the 
five cilia-., (hath, and Ekron, and Afkelon, as 
iii Sr Gaza and Afhdod, met together, and con- 

* Sp,.nnr?m bssms us here, that upon the coins of 
Tem.So*., and O'oil- of other cities, a field metfie is engra¬ 
il n, too- t|,;r with Apdh Smintbats , or Apollo thedtiver a- 
fimui', on account of his being fuppofed to have 
■field cert tin trails of ground from thofe mice: Which 
. oins Ihcvy how vie if a‘judgment fuch mice have fome- 
tuii' hiur, .Lin! (I)., the deliverance from them was then 


fidered what 'was fit to be done ; and at the 
firft they thought proper to fend the ark back 
to its own people, as allowing that God had 
avenged its caufe; that the miferies they had un--^ 
| dergone came along with it, and that thefe were 
lent on their cities upon its account, and toge¬ 
ther with it. However, there were thofe that 
faid, they fhould not do fo, nor fuffer themfelves 
to be deluded, as aferibing the caufe of their 
miferies to it, becaufe it could not have fuch 
! power and force upon them ; for had God had 
inch a regard to it, it would not have been de¬ 
livered into the hands of men : So they exhort- 
i ed them to be quiet, and to take pat" 

•! had befallen them, and to fuppofe 
| no other caufe of it but nature, wh 
j tain revolutions of time produces fi 
j tions in the bodies of men, in the earth, in 
[ plants, and in all things that grow out of the 
| earth. But the counlel that prevailed over 
thofe already deferibed, was that of certain 
men, who were befievcd to have diflinguifhed 
themfelvcs in former times for'- their Under- 
Handing.and prudence, and who in their pre- 
font circuirmances feemed above all the reft to 
fpeak properly. Thefo men laid, it was not 
right either to lend the urk away, or to retain 
it, but to dedicate five golden images, one for 
every city, as a thank-offering to God, on ac¬ 
count of his having taken care of their prefer- 
vation, and having kept them alive when their 
lives were likely to be taken away by fuch dif- 
tempers as they were not able to bear up 
againft. They alfo would have them make 
five golden * mice like to thofe that had de- 
j voured and dellroycd their country, to pvt 
them in a hag, and lay them upon the ark ; 
j to make them a new cart alio for it, and to 

I yoke milch f kino to it; but to Unit up their 
calves, and keep them from them, Idl by fol¬ 
lowing 

efteemed the efTed ol a divine power; which obflrvation^ 

| are highly fuituble to this Iiiitory. 

j •(■ This device of the Philiftinc:,, of having a yoke of 
! kine to draw this cart into which they put rhe mi of the 
Hebrews, is greatly illuftratcdby SanchoniathoV account, 

II under his ninth generation, that Agiouerus, 01 Agrotes, 

tl tf 
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lowing alter them they fhould prove an hin- 
derance to their dams, and that the dams might 
retifiin the falter out of a delire of thole calves; 
then to drive thele milch kine that carried the 
ark, and leave it at a place where three ways 
met, and to leave it to the kine to go along 
which of thole ways they pleafed, that in cafe 
they went the way to the Hebrews, and alcend- 
ed to their country, they ihould luppofe that 
the ark was the caule of their misfortunes ; | 
but if they turned into another road, they laid, ! 
“ We will purfue after it, and conclude that it 
has no Inch force in it.” 

-p So they determined that thefe men fpake 
we'! ; and they immediately conltrmed their. 
opimmS by doing accordingly : And when they 
fntd done as hath been already deicribcd, they 
jAauAn the cart to a place where three ways 
meg an i left it there, and went their ways, 
but the kine went the right way, and as it 
{ante perfons had driven them, while the rulers 
of t he Philii lines followed after them, as de¬ 
li rous to know where they would Hand Hill, 
and to whom they would go. Now there was 
a certain village of the tribe of Judah, whole 
name was Bctb/hr.unjh , and to that village did 
the kine go ; and though there was a great, and 
a good plain before them to proceed in, they 
went no farther, but flopped the cart there. 
This was a light to thole of that village, and 
they were very glad ; for it being then iummer- 
time, and all the inhabitants being then in their 
fields gathering in their fruits, they left off the 
labours of their hands for joy, as loon as they 
law the ark, and ran to the cart ; and taking 
the ark down, and the veiled that had the ima¬ 
ges in it, and the mice, they let them upon a 
certain rock which was in the plain ; and when 
they had offered a iplendid lacriflec to God, I 
and fealted, they offered the cart and the kine i 
as a burnt-offering: And when the lords of the 
Philiilines"law this, they returned back. 

die he.'hamhiian, Irul i much wotlhippcd llatue, and a tem¬ 
ple, carried ci-out by ortfvr tmre yake of ox,'n or hint, in /•*/* >u- 
da, in the neighbourhood of thefe Philistines. .See Cum- 
bevliuid’s fjauchomatho, p. 27. and 247. and Efhty on the 
Old Teflament, append, p. 172. 

* Thefe (eventy men, being not fo much as Lev As, 
touched the ark in a raid or profane manner, and ••vers ‘ 
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4. But now it was that the wrath of God 
overtook them, and 'Buck lcventy perloits 
dead of the village oi Bcthlhemefh, who, not 
being priclis, and fo not worthy to touch the 
ark, had approached to it. Those of that vii 
lags' wept for thefe that thus fullered, ami 
made Inch a lamentation as was natin ally to be 
impeded on lo gicat a luislertune th it %va.s ten! 
irom God, and eveiy one mourned for his own 
relation.. And knee they acknowledged them- 
leives unworthy < f the ark's abode with them, 
they lent to the public fenate of the Israelites, 
and informed tbun that: the ark was retlored 
by the Philillines ; which, when they knew, 
they brought it away to Kb; iadijearim, a city 
in the neighbourhhoodi of biAuhomefh. In 
this city lived one * BP radar, by birth a Let ilc, 
and who was greatly conijn.mWl for Ids righ¬ 
teous and religion.; courfe of fde ; fo they 
brought the ark to his lioufe, as to a place lit 
for God himlcli to ab. ie in, Imce therein did 
inhabit a righteous man. I ‘is ions ai:'o mini- 
Hred to the divine ierviee :;i tlie ark, were 
the principal curators of it lor tv.emv v. ars; 
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his wot 11 up. bo Samuel the • mphcS, feeing 

bow 

flam by the hand of God for f.s'l, t’m:i ••its •. : pu; 

huitiiels, according to die ihvinr ih c.i* , Km 1 n. 
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how ready they were to do their duty, thought 
this a proper time to fpcak to them, while they 
were in this good difpolitien, about the recov- 
c:y of their liberty, and of the biddings that ac¬ 
companied the fame. Accordingly he tiled fuch 
words to them as he thought were molt likely 
to excite that inclination, arid to perfuade them 
to attempt it : “ O you Ilraelitcs, faid he, to 
whom the PhiliHini.s are Hill grievous enemies, 
but to whom God begins to be gracious, it be¬ 
hoves you not only to be delirous of liberty, 
but to take tire proper methods to obtain it. 
Nor are you to be contented with an inclina¬ 
tion to get clear of your lords and mailers, 
while you Hill do what will procure your con¬ 
tinuance under them : Be righteous then, and 
call wickedness out of your fouls, and by your 
worfhip fupplicatc the Divine Ma jelly with all 
your hearts, and perfevere in the honour you 
pay to him ; for if you act thus, you will en¬ 
joy profperity, you will be freed from your 
11 a very, and will get the victory over your 
enemies ; which blelfings it is not poflible you 
fnould attain, neither by weapons of war,, nor 
by the flrength cl' your bodies, nor by the 
multitude of your alnfhnts ; for God has not 
promiied to grant thefe hlcihngs by thofe means, 
but b) being" good and lightvoiis men ; and il 
you will be liich, 1 will he fecurity to you for 
the performance of Goffs promiies.” When 
Samuel had laid tints, the multitude applauded 
his dilcourfe, artel Were plcafed with his exhor¬ 
tation to them, and gave their confent to re- 
lign thcmfclvcs up to do what was pieafing to 
God. So Samuel gathered them together to a 
certain city called M'rzpcb, which iigniiies in 
the Hebrew tongue as :,ihb to-wer ; there they 
drew water, and poured it out to God, and 
failed all day, and betook thcmfclvcs to their 

prayers. 

2. This their aliornbly did not clcapc the 
notice of the PhiliHines ; fo when they had 
learned that fo large a company had met toge¬ 
ther, they fell upon the Hebrews with a green 

* This is the fir it pi fo fir as I remember, in thefe 
Antiquities, wierr Jok jiiiUf. bepins toc.ullds nat'on jfciL'S, 
lie having hitherto ufu.dly, it not conllaj.ily, called them 


army, and mighty forces, as hoping to afTault 
them when they did not expedt it, nor were 
prepared for it. This thing affrighted th 4 (He- 
brews, and put them into diforder and terror ; 
fo they came running to Samuel, and faid, 
That “ their fouls were funk by their fears, 
and by the former defeat they had received, 
and that thence it was that we lay Hill, lefi we 
fhould excite the power of our enemies againll 
us. Now while thou, haft brought us hither to 
offer up our prayers and facriliccs, and take 
oaths [to be obedient] our enemies are making 
an expedition againft us, while we are naked 
and unarmed; wliercforc we have n< 
hope of deliverance hut that by thy mea 
by the afliftance God Dial! afford us uj 

prayers to him, we fhall obtain deli.. 

from the Philiftincs.” Hereupon Samuel hid 
them he of good cheer, and promiied them 
that God would aflift them : and taking a luck¬ 
ing lamb he facrificed it for the multitude, and 
helbught God. to hold his protecting hand over 
them when they fhould fight with the Phiiil- 
tincs, and not to overlook them, nor fuller 
them to come under a fecond misfortune. Ac¬ 
cordingly" God hearkened to his prayers, and 
accepting their facriiicc with a gracious inten¬ 
tion, and inch as was difpofed to aflift them, 
he granted them victory and power over their 
enemies. Now while the altar had the facriiicc 
of God upon it, and had not yet coniumcd it. 
wholly by its facrcd fire, the enemies army 
marched out of their camp, and was put into 
order of battle, and this in hope that they 
fhould he conquerors, lir.ee the * Jews were 
caught in tliftreffed circumftances, as neither 
having their weapons with them, nor being 
affemhled there in order to light. But things 
fo fell cut, that they would hardly have been 
credited though they had been foretold by any 
body; for, in the lirft place, Cod difturbed 
their enemies with an earthquake, and moved 
the ground under them, to fuch a degree, that 

he 

cither Hebrews or Jfiye/ites. The fcccnd place focn fo 1 . . 
lows, chap. iii. § 5. 
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he can fed it to tremble, and made them to 
drake, infomuch that by its trembling he made 
borne unable to keep their feet, and made them 
fall down, and by opening its chafms he can- 
fed that others fhould be hurried down into j 
them : after which he caufed Inch a noife of ! 
thunder to come among them, and made fiery j 
lightning ihine fo terriblv round about them, 
that it was ready to burn their faces ; and he 
fo fuddenly ihook their weapons out of their 
hands, that he made them fly, and return 
home naked. So Samuel, with the multitude, 
purfued them to Bethcar, a place fo called ; 

■e he let up a ftone as a boundary of 
ory, and their enemies flight, and cal- 
N 'tone of Power, as a lignal of that 
i v.jod had given them agaitift their ene¬ 
mies. 

3. So the Philiflincs, after this ifroke, made 
no more expeditions againll the Ifraelites, hut 
lay flill out of fear, and out of remembrance of 
what had befallen them : and what courage the 
Philiflincs had formerly againfl the Hebrews, 
that after this victory was transferred to the 
Hebrews. Samuel alfo made an expedition 
againfl the Philiflincs, and flew many of them, 
and entirely humbled their proud hearts ; and 
took from them that country which, when they 
were formerly conquerors in battle, they had 
cut oft' from the Jews, which was the country 
that extended from the borders of Gath to the 
city Ekron : But the remains of the Canaanites 
were at this time in fricndlhip with the Ifraelites. 


C H A P. HI. j 

How Samuel, when he was fo injinn with oU j 
Age that he could not take Care of the public j| 
Affairs, in trifled them to his Sous ; and how, I; 
upon the evil Admitjlratiou of the Govern- \ 
went by them, the Multitude were Jo a/gry, j 
that they required to have a Kino to govern ! 
them, although Samuel was much djplcafcd 
thereat. 

1 

S I. T3kJT Samuel the prophet, when he had i 

> JL) ordered the affairs of the people after | 


a convenient manner, and had appointed a city 
for every diftrid of them, lie commanded them 
to come to fuch cities, to have the controver- 
iics that they had one with another determined 
in them, he himlelf going over thole cities 
twice in a year, and doing them juftice, and 
by that incans he kept them in very good or¬ 
der for a long time. 

2. But afterward he found himfelf oppixf- 
fed with old age, and not able to do what he 
tiled to do, fo lie committed the government, 
and the care oi the multitude, to his Ions ; the 
elder of which was called joe/, and the name 
of the younger was Abiah. He alio enjoined 
them to rchde and judge the people, the one 
at the city Bethel, and the other at Beevlheha, 
and divided the people into diftriots, that fhould 
be under the juriididion of each of them. New 
thefe men afford us an evident exam] le and 
demonftration, how feme children are m.t of 
the like dilpolitions with their parents, hut 
lometimcs perhaps good and moderate, though, 
horn of wicked parents, and fometimes Ihew- 
ing them (elves to he wicked, though, born of 
good parents ; for theie men turning aihlc from 
their father’s good courfes, and taking; a courl'c 
that was contrary to them, perverted juftice 
for the filthy lucre of gilts and bribes, and made 
their determinations not according to truth but. 
according to bribery, and turned alide to luxury, 
and a collly way oi living, fo that, as in the 
flrll place, they pradifed what was contrar- 
to the will of God, fo did they, i:i the ftcond 
’place, wliat was contrary to the will of the 
prophet, their father, who had taken a great 
deal of care, and made a very careful provilion 
that the multitude fhould be righteous. 

3. But the people, upon thefe injuric; of¬ 
fered to their former conliituiinn and govern 
meat by the prophet’s fons, w ere very unealy 
at their adions, and came running to the pro¬ 
phet, who then lived at the city Ram ah, and 
informed him of the tranfgn lltons of his ft ns . 
and laid, That “as he was himlelf old ; hv.idv, 
and too infirm by that age of 1:1; to'otsrftg? 
their affairs in the manner he uftxl ‘0 do, ib 

they 
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they begged of him, and intreated him to appoint 
fome perfon. to be king over them, who might 
rule over the nation, and avenge them of the Phil- 
ilVines, who ought to be punilhed for their former 
opprellion?.” Tfiefe words greatly afllided .Sam¬ 
uel, on account of his innate love of iulliee, 
and Ills hatred to kingly government; for he 
was very fond ot an ariltoeracy, as what made 
the men that tiled it of a divine and happy dif- | 
poiition : Nor could lie either think ot eating j 
or lieeping, out of his concern and torment of ; 
mind at what they had laid, but all the night 
lone, did he continue awake, and revolved thele 
notion' in his mind. 

4 Y/u ilk he was thus difpofed, God ap¬ 
peared to him., and comforted him, laying, 

‘ k Tint he ought not to he imeafy at what the 
multitude defined, her a life it was not lie, hut 
Kimieif whom they 1 o infolenlly delpifed, 
and would not have to be alone their king: 
that they had been contriving tilde things from 
the very day th.u tiiey came out of Kgvpt: 
that however in no long time they would fine¬ 
ly repi.nl of whit they did, which repentance 
yet could not undo wh.it was thus done for lu- 
furity : they would lie lufiieiently relinked 

for their contempt, and the ungrateful comlud 
they have uied towards me, and towards thy 
prophouc offc. bo I command thee to or¬ 
dain them Inch an cue as 1 dial! name before¬ 
hand to he their king, when thou hail Jirll de¬ 
fer'bed what mile!:iefs kingly government will 
bring upon tliun, and openly tdiiUed b el ore 
them uc.to wh.it a great change of affairs they 
are hailing.” 

5. Wiiei; bamnii 1 had heard this, lie called 
the Jews early in the morning, and conidled 
to them that he was to ordain them a king : 
but he find, that he was ill'll to ddciibe to them 
what would follow ; what treatment they would 
receive from their kings, and with how many 
mifehitfs they mail druggie : “ For know ye, 
fiid he, that, in the Ill'll place, they will take 
your funs away from you ; and they will com¬ 
mand fome of them to be drivers of their char¬ 
iots, and fome to he their horfemen, and the 
■ iri’-ck of their bo.lv. and others of them to be 


runners before them, and captains of thoufands, 
and captains of hundreds: they will alfo make 
them their artificers, makers of armour, and of 
chariots, and of inflruments; they will make 
them their hufbandmen alio, and the curators 
of their own fields, and the diggers of their 
own vineyards : nor will there be any thing 
which they will not do at their commands, as 
if they wore Haves bought with money. They 
will alfo appoint your daughters to be confec¬ 
tioners, and cooks, and bakers ; and thcle will 
be obliged to do all forts ol work which womcn- 
flavcs, that are in fear of Urines and torment, 
l'ubmit to. They will, befulcs this, take away 
your poHcdiuns, and bellow them upon then 
eunuchs, and the guards of their bodies, and 
give the hcids of your cattle to their own ler- 
vants ; and, to lay briefly all at once, you, 
and all that is yours, will be fervants to you: 
king, and will become no way fuperior to hi; 
Haves : and when you fuffer thus, you wifi 
thereby he put in mind of what I now lay. 
And when you repent of win! you have done, 
you will bdcech God to have mercy upon you, 
and to grant you a quick deliverance from your 
kings ; but he will not accept your prayers, but 
will neglect you, and permit yon to fuffer the 
puniihment your evil condudl has dclerved.” 

6 . But the multitude was ftill fo fool- 
| Mb as to be deaf to thcle predictions of what 
would befal them : and too peevifh to fuffer a 
determination which they iiad injudicioufly 
once made to be taken out of their mind, for 
they could not be turned from their purpole ; 
nor uid they regard the words of Samuel,-but 
peremptorily infilled on their rciolution, and 
defired him to ordain them a king immediate¬ 
ly, and not to trouble himl'clf with fears of 
i what would happen hereafter, for that it was 
necefiary they Humid have with them one to 
light their battles, and to avenge them of their 
enemies ; and that it was now :y abfurd, when 
I their neighbours were under kingly govern- 
; incut, that thev fliouid have the fame form of 
government alio. So when Samuel law that 
what he had laid had not diverted them from 

thee 
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their purpofe, but that they continued refolute, 
lie fa id, “ Go you every one home for the pre- 
fent, when it is fit I will lend for you, as loon 
as I flia.ll have learned from God who it'is that 
he will give you for your king.” 


C H A P. IV. 

The Appointment of a King over the I fra elites, 
whole Name zvas Saul ; and this by the Com¬ 
mand of God. 

§ i. f’TpI-I ERE was one of the tribe of Ben- 
1 jamin, a man of a good family, 
and of a virtuous difpofition; his name was 
Ki/h. He had a fon, a young man, of a come¬ 
ly countenance, and of a tall body, but his un- 
derllanding and his mind were preferable to 
what was viliblc in him. They called him 
Saul. Now this Kilh had fornc fine flie-aftes, 
that were wandered out of the pafture wherein 
they fed, for he was more delighted with thele, 
than with any other cattle he had, lb he lent out 
his fon, and one fervant with him, to fearch for 
the hearts ; but when he had gone over his own 
tribe in fearch after the afles, he went to other 
tribes, and when he found them not there nei¬ 
ther, he determined to go his way home, left 
he fhould occafion any concern to his father 
about himfelf. But when his fervant that fol¬ 
lowed him told him, as they were near the 
city Ratnah, that there was a true prophet in 
that city, and advifed him to go to him, for 
that by him they fhould know the upfhot of the 
affair of their afles, lie replied, That if they 
fhould go to him they had nothing to give him 
as a reward for bis prophecy, for their lubfif- 
tence money was fpent. The fervant anfwcr- 
ed, That he had ftill the * fourth part of a fhc- 
kcl, and he would prefent him with that; for 
they were miftaken out of ignorance, as not 
•knowing that the prophet received no fucli rc- 

* Of tl.i. great miflake of Saul’s and his fervant’s, as if 
a true prophet of God would accept of a gift or pvefent, 
for foretelling what was tlefircd of him, fee the note on 
IS. IV. chap. vi. § 3. 

tf. It feems to nre not improbable, that thefc feventy 
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ward. So they went to him ; and when they 
were before the gates, they light upon certain 
maidens that were going to fetch water, and 
ihev afkcd them, vvnich was the prophet’s 
houfe ? They lhewccl them which it was ; and 
hid them make Italic bcfoUi he was let down to 
flipper, for he had invited many guells to a 
fcaft, and that he tiled to fit down before thofe 
that were invited. Now Samuel had tjien ga¬ 
thered many together to fcall with him on this 
very account; lbr while he evciy day prayed 
to God t.o tell him before-hand whom he would 
make king, he had informed him of this man 
the day before, for that he would lend him a 
certain voting man, out of the tribe of Benja¬ 
min, about this hour of the clay ; and he fat 
on the top of the houfe in expectation of that 
time’s being come. And when the time was 
completed, became down, and went to lupper; 
fo lie met with Saul, and God difeovered to 
him, that this was he •who fhould rule oyjtr 
them. Then Saul went up to Samuel, and 
fainted him, and tlefircd him to inform .him 
which was the prophet’s houfe ? for he laid he 
was a llranger, and did not know it. When. 
Samuel had told him, that he was himfelf the 
perfon, he led him in to lupper, and allured 
him, that the aides were found which he had 
been to leek, and that the great elf of good thing;; 
were allured to him ; he replied, “ Sir, I am 
too inconfiderablc to hope for any fuch thing, 
and of a tribe too fin,.ill to have kings made out 
of It, and of a family fmaller than fever j l other 
families; but thou tellcll: me this in jell, and 
makell me an object of laughter, when thou 
difeourfdt with me of greater matters than what 
I Hand in need of.” However, the prophet led 
him tothefeall, and made him fit down, him 
and his fervant that followed hi in, above the 
other guells that were invited, which were | fe- 
ventv in number; and he gave order to the 

fcr~ 

puefts of Samuel, ns here, with himfelf at the head of 
them, were a Jewifh Sanhedrim, and that her by Sam¬ 
uel intimated to Saul, that thefe feventy-one were to be 
his conftant counfellors, and that he v.-.a to aCl not like 
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fejrvants to fet the royd portion before Saul, bleflings.” When Samuel had faid this, and 
But when the time ot going to bed was come, foretold thefe tilings, he fent the young man 
the reft rofc up and every one of them went away. Now all things fell out to Saul accord- 
home; but Saul (fayed with, the prophet, he into the prophecy of Samuel, 
and his fervant, and flepl with him. 3. But as foon as Saul came into the houfe 

2. Bur as footnote it was day, Samuel raifed of his kinftnan Abner, whom indeed he loved 
up Saul out of his bed, and conducted him better than the reft of his relations, he was 
homeward ; and when he was out of the city, afkcd by him concerning his journey, and 
he deli fed him to cauJ’e his fervant to go be- what accidents happened to him therein ; and 
fore, but to ftay behind himfelf, for that he he concealed none of the other things from him, 
had fouiewhat to fay to him, when nobody no not his coming to Samuel the prophet, nor 
clfe was prefent. Accordingly Saul fent away how he told him the alfes were found; but he 
his fervant that followed him ; then did the faid nothing to him about the kingdom, and 
prophet take a vcfiel of oil, and poured it upon what belonged thereto, which he thought would 
the head of the young man, and killed him, procure him envy, and when Inch things'ate 
and laid, “ Be thou *1 king, by the ordination heard they are not ealily believed ; nor did he 
of God, again ft the Pbilillines, and for avenging think it prudent to tell thofe things to him, -J~ 
the Hebrews for what they had fullered by though he appeared very friendly to him, and 
them ; of this thou fhalt have a fign, which I one whom he loved above the reft of his rein - 
wouid have thee take notice of: as foun as thou tions, eonlidcring, I fuppofe, what human na~ 
anp deputed hence, thou wilt find three men lure really is, that no one is a firm friend, nci- 
tipon the road going to worlhip God at Bethel, ther among our intimates, nor of our kindred, 
the full of which thou wilt fee carrying three nor do they preferve that kind difpolitiou when 
loaves of bread, the feeond carrying a kid of God advances men to great profperity, but they 
the gvats, and the third will follow them car- are ilill ill-natured and envious at thofe that 
rying a bottle of wine. Thefe men will falutc aie in eminent ftations. 

thee, and fpeak kindly to th.ee, and wall give 4. Then Samuel called the people together 
thee tv.o of their loaves, which thou fhalt ac- to the city Mifpeh, and fpakc to them in the 
cept of. And thence thou fhalt come to a words following, which he faid he was to fpeak 
place c died RdLJ'r Moouwty/i, where thou ' by the command of God : That “ when he 
fhalt meet with thofe that will toil thee thy af- I had granted them a ftatcof liberty, and brought, 
fes aie found ; after this, when thou Cornell to ' their enemies into fubjcdlion, they were becoip^ 
Gabciha, thou lb dt overtake a company of unmindful of Ids benefits, and rejected God 
prophets, and thou fhalt be fei/ed witfi the | that he fhould not he their king, as not cop- 
divine lpirit, and prophefy along with them, j lidering that it would be inoft for their advrfn- 
till every one that fees thee fhall be aftonilhed : tage to be prelkled over by the bell of beings, 
and wonder, and fay, Whence is it that the for God is the be ft of beings, and they chofc 
Ion of Kifh has arrived at this degree of happi- to have a man for their king, while kings will 
nefs? And when thefe ligns have happened to ufe their fubjc&s as beafts, according^ the 
theet know that God is with thee : then do thou violence of their own wills and inclinations, 
filutV thy father, and thy kindred.' Thou Ihalt and other paftions, as wholly carried away 
alfo come v.hm I fend for theo to Gilgal, that with the lull of power, but will not endeavour 
we may offer thank-offerings to God ior thefe - fo 

a fol • mnmrt s, but with the advice and riire£\ion of thefe • y An inflanee of this divirte fury we have after this in - 
frvt nu-oi’C members ofth.tt Jewifii S.inhedtim upon all Saul, chap. v. § 2, 3. 1 Sam. xi. 6 . Seethe likcjudg. iii. 
oetafions, vhiJi wo inner read yet that lie confuted af- 10. u. 34 xi. 29. xiii. 25. xiv. 6 , 
tci ,.uul. 
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fo to preferve the race of mankind ap his own 
workmanfhip and creation, which, for that very 
reafon, God would take care of. But fmce j 
you have come to a fixed relblution, and this i 
Injurious treatment of .God has quite prevailed, 
over you, difpofe yourfelves by your tribes and 
feepters, and-call lots.” ! 

5. When the Hebrews had fo done, the’lot . 
fell upon the triht of Benjamin ; and when ' 
tlie lot was call f-*r the families of this tribe, 
that which was called Multi was taken ; and ; 
when the lot was caft for th<f fingle perfons of j 
that family, Saul, the fon of Kilh, was taken 
for their king. When the young man knew 
thia, he prevented [their fending for him] and 
immediately went away, and hid himfelf. I 
fuppolc it was becaufe he would not have it 
thought that he willingly took the government 
upon him ; nay, he the wed filch a decree of 
command over himfelf, and of modefty, that 
while the greateft part are not able to contain 
their joy, even in the gaining of final 1 advan¬ 
tages, but prefently fhew thcmfelves publicly 
to all men, this man did not only iliew no¬ 
thing of that nature, when he was appointed 
v.o be the lord of fo many and fo great tribes, 
but crept away and concealed himfelf out of 
the fight of thofe he was to reign over, and 
made them feek him, and that with a good 
deal of trouble. So when the people were at 
a lofs, and felicitous, becaufe Saul dilappearcd, ! 
t ihe prophet befought God to fhew where the | 
young man was, and to produce him before) 
them, So when they had learned of God the j 
place where Saul was hidden, they fent men , 
.to bring him, and when he was come, they ; 
fet him in the midft of the multitude. Now 
he was taller than any of them, and his fiature 
was Very majefiie. 

• 6. Then fiid the prophet, God gives you 1 
this man to be your king : See how he is 1 
higher than any of the people, and worthy of 
this dominion. So as foon as the people had 
made accfiun oration, Godfavc the king r thc.pro- 

* T;*,ke here Theodora's note, cited by Dr Hudfon : 

, {t He that expofes his fillield to the enemy with Ids left 
hand, thereby hides his left eye, and looks at the enemy 
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phet wrote jlown what would come fo p;ifs in a 
book, and read it in the.hearing of the king,, 
and laid up the book in the tabernacle of God r 
to he a witneis to luturo generations of what 
he had foretold. So when Samuel had finifiied 
this matter, he difmiffcd the multitude, and' 
came himfelf to the city Ramah, for it was his 
own country. Saul alfo went away to Gibeah, 
where lie was horn ; and many good men'there 
were who paid 1 min the refpeG that was due 
to him ; but the gi cater part were ill men, who 
defpifed him, and derided the others, who nei¬ 
ther did bring him prefents, nor did they in 
afiebtion, or even words, regard to pleafe him. 


CHAP. V. 

Saul's Expedi/ic?1 ay a in/l the Nation of the Am¬ 
monites , and Victory over than , and the Spoils 
he took from them. 

§. 1 \ FTER one month, the war wlfich 
il Saul had with Nahaih, the king of 
the Ammonites, obtained him refpect from all 
the people ; for this Nahaih had done a great 
deal of mifehief to the Jews that lived beyond 
Jordan, by the expedition he had made againft- 
them with a great and warlike army, file alfo 
reduced their cities into fiavery, and that not 
only by fubduing them for the prdent, which 
he did bv force and violence, hut weakening- 
them by fubtilty ami cunning, that they might 
not be able afterward to get clear of the liavery 
they were under to him, for lie put out the 
right * eyes of thofe that either delivered thcm¬ 
felves to him upon terms, or were taken by 
him in war; and this he did, that, when their 
left eyes were covered by their fiiiefifi, they 
might he. wholly uieleis in war. Now whe 1 
the king of the Ammonites had ferved thofe 
beyond Jordan in this manner, he led his army 
againft thofe that were called Gileadites ; and 
having pitched his camp at the metropolis of 

, h 

with his right eye : lie therefore that plucks cut that erg 
makes men ufelcfs in war.. 
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bis enemies, which was the city Jabcfh, he fent 
ambafladors to them, commanding them either 
to deliver themlelves up, on condition to have 
their right eyes plucked out, or to undergo a 
liege, and to have their cities overthrown. He 
"gave them their choice, whether they would 
cut off a finall member of their body, or uni- 
verfally perilh. However, the Gileadites were 
fo affrighted at thel’e offers, that they had not 
courage to lay any thing to either of them, nei¬ 
ther that they would deliver themfclves up, nor 
that they would light him : But they defi red that 
he would give them feven daysrefpite, that they 
might fend ambafladors to their countrymen, 
and intreat their afliftance ; and if they came 
to aflift them, they would fight ; but if that 
.afliftance were impoffible to be obtained from 
them, they faid, they would deliver themlelves 
up to fuffer whatever he pleafed to inflict upon \ 
them. 

2. So Naha fir, contemning the multitude of 
the Gileadites, and the anfwer they gave, al¬ 
lowed them a refpite, and gave them leave to 
fend to wnomfoever they pleafed lor afliftance. 
So they immediately lent to the ll’raclitcs, city 
by city, and informed tlicm what Nahalh had 
threatened to do to them, and what great 
diilrefs they were in. Now the people fell into 
tears, and grief, at the hearing of what the 
emba (Tudors from Jabelh laid, and the terror 
thev were in permitted them to do nothing 
more. But u Inn the meffengers were come 
to the city of king Saul, and declared the dan¬ 
gers in which the inhabitants of Jabcfh were, 
the people were in the fame affliflion as thole 
in the other cities, for they lamented the cala¬ 
mity of tbofe related to them. And when Saul 
was returned from his hufbandry into the city, 
he found his fellow-citizens weeping ; and 
when, upon enquiry, he had learned the caufe 
of the coufuflon and fadnefs they were in, he 
■was feized with a divine fury, and fent away 
the ambaffadori. from the inhabitants of Jabcfh, 
and promifed theipf to come to their afliftance 
on the third day, and to beat their enemies be¬ 
fore fun-riling, that the fun, upon its rifing, 
might fee that they had already conquered, and ' 
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were freed from the fears they were under: 
But lie bid fome of them ftay to conduit them 
the right way to Jabelh. 

3. So being ckflrous to turn the people to 
tins war againft the Ammonites, by fear of the 
Ioffes they fhould otherwife undergo, and that 
they might the more fuddenly be gathered to¬ 
gether, he cut the lincws of his oxen and threat¬ 
ened to do the fame to all l’uch as did not come 
with their armpur to Jordan the next clay, and 
follow him and Samuel the prophet whitherfo- 
cvm they IhoulcHead them. So they came to¬ 
gether, out of fear of the Ioffes they were threat¬ 
ened with, at the appointed time. And the 
multitude were numbered at the city Bezck. 
And he found the number of thofe that were 
gathered together, belides that of the tribe of 
Judah, to be feven hundred thouland, while 
thole of that tribe were feventy thouland. So 
lie parted over Jordan, and proceeded in march¬ 
ing all that night thirty furlongs, and came to 
Jabcfh before fun-riling. So he divided the 
army into three companies, and fell upon their 
enemies on every fide on the hidden, and when 
they expended no fitch thing; and joining bat¬ 
tle with them, they flew a great many of the 
Ammonites, as alfo their king Nahalh. This 
glorious action was done by Saul, and was re¬ 
lated with great commendation of him to all 
the Hebrews, and he thence gained a wonder¬ 
ful reputation for his valour : l’or although 
there were fome that contemned him before, 
they now changed their minds, and honoured 
him, and efteemed him as the beft of men ; 
for he did not content himfelf with having 
laved the inhabitants of Jabcfh only, but he 
made an expedition into the country of the 
Ammonites, and laid it all wafic, and took a 
large prey, and fo returned to his own country 
mod glorioufly : So the people were greatly 
pleafed at thefe excellent performances of Saul, 
and rejoiced that they had conftituted him their 
king. They alfo made a clair our againft thofe 
that pretended he would be of no advantage to 
their affairs; and they fakl, where now are 
thefe men ? let them be brought to punifh- 

ment. 
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merit, •with all the like things that multitudes 
do ufually fay, when they are elevated with 
profperity, againft thofe that lately had defpif- 
ed the authors of it. But Saul, although he :j 
took the good-will and the affeftiou of thefe 
men very kindly, yet did he fwear that he 
would not fee any of his countrymen flain that 
day; fincc it was abfurd to mix this victory, 
which God had given them, with the blood 
and {laughter of thofe that were of the fame 
lineage with themfelvcs ; and that it was more 
agreeable to be then of a friendly difpolition, 
and fo to betake thcmielvcs to feafting. 

4. And when Samuel had told them that 
he ought to confirm the kingdom to Saul by a 
fecond ordination of him, they all came to¬ 
gether to the city Toilgal, for thither did lie 
command them to come. So the prophet a- 
nointed Saul with the holy oil, in the fight of 
tlie multitude, and declared him to be king 
tire fecond time : And fo the government of 
the Hebrews was changed into a regal govern¬ 
ment ; for in the days of Moles, and his difei- 
ple Joihua, who was their general, they con¬ 
tinued under an ariftoeracyj but after the death 
of Joihua, for eighteen years in all, the multi¬ 
tude had no fettled form of government, but 
•were in an anarchy ; alter which they returned 
to their former government, they then permit¬ 
ting themfelves to be judged by him who ap¬ 
peared to he the heft warrior, and mod coura¬ 
geous ; whence it was that they called this inter¬ 
val of the ir government the Judges. 

5. Then did Samuel the prophet call an¬ 
other alfembly all'o, and find to them, u 1 fo- 
lenmly adjure you by God Almighty, who 
brought thofe excellent brethren, I mean Moles 
and Aaron, into the world, and delivered our 
fathers from the Egyptians, and from the 11 a- 
very they endured under them, that you will 
not Ipcak what you fay to gratify me, nor fup- 
prefs any thing out of fear of me, nor be over¬ 
borne by any other paflion, but fay what have 
i ever done that was cruel or unjuft ? or what 
have I done out of lucre, or covetoufncfs, or 
to gratify others ? Bear witnefs againft me, if 
1 have taken an ox, or a fheep, or any fuch 
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thing, which yet when they are taken to fup- 
port men it is efteemed blamelefs; or have I 
taken an afs for mine own ufe of any one to 
his grief? Lay fome one fuch crime to my 
charge, now we are in your king’s prefence. 
But they cried out, That “ no fuch thing had 
been done by him, bur that he had preiided 
over the nation after an holy and righteous 
manner.” 

6. Hereupon Samuel, when fuch a tefli- 
mony had been given him by them all, faid, 
^ Since you grant that you are not able to lay 
any ill thing to my charge hitherto, come on 
now, and do you hearken while I fpeak with 
great freedom to you. You have been guilty 
of great impiety againft God in aikiug you a 
king. It behoves you to remember, that our 
grandfather Jacob came down into Egypt, by 
reaibn of a famine, with feventy fouls only of 
Our family, and that their pofterity multiplied 
there to many ten thoufinds, whom the Egyp¬ 
tians brought into flavery, and hard oppreflion ; 
that God himfelf, upon the prayers of our fa¬ 
thers, lent Moles and Aaron, who were breth¬ 
ren, and gave them power to deliver the mul¬ 
titude out of their diltrefg and this without a 
king. Thefe brought us into this very land 
which you now polfels : And when you enjoy¬ 
ed thefe advantages from God, you betrayed 
his worfhip and religion ; nay, moreover, when 
you were brought under the hands of your 
enemies, he delivered you, Itrft by rendering 
you lit peri or to the AiTvrians and their forces, 
he then made you to overcome the Ammonites 
and Moabites, and laft of all the Philiftines; and 
tilde things have been atchicved under the con¬ 
duit of Jephtha and Gideon. What madnd's 
therefore potlefied you to fly harm G-M, and to 
delire to he under a king ; yet hare I ordained 
him for king whom lie chofe for you. How¬ 
ever, that I may make it plain to you, that God 
is angry and difpleafed at your choice of kingly 
government, I will fo difpofe him, that he fhali 
declare this very plainly to you by ftrangc tig- 
nals ; for what none of you ever faw here be- 
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fora, I mean a * winter ftor-m in the midft of 
harveft, I will intreat of God, .and will make it 
vifible to you.” Now as foon as he had faid 
this,. God gave fitch great fignals by thunder 
and lightning, and the defeent of hail,, as at- 
teflcd the truth of all that the prophet had faid; 
info much, that they were amazed and terrified, 
and confefled that they had finned, and had 
fallen into that fin through ignorance ; and be.- 
fought the prophet, as one that was a tender 
and gentle father to them, to render God fo 
merciful as to forgive this their fin, which they 
had added to thole other offences whereby they 
had affronted him, and tranfgrefled againft him. 
So he promifed them that he would befcech 
God, and perfuade him to forgive them thefe 
their fins. However, he. adviled than to be 
righteous, and to be good ; and ever to remem¬ 
ber the miferies that had befallen them on ac¬ 
count of their departure from virtue : as alfo 
to remember the ftrange iigns God had {hewn 
them, and the body of laws that Mofes had 
given them, if they had any defire of being 
preferved and made happy with their king. 
But he faid, that if they fhould grow carelels 
of thefe things, great judgments would come 
from God upon them, and upon their king. 
And when Samuel had thus prophefied to the 
Hebrews, hedifmiffed them to their own homes, 
having confirmed the kingdom to Saul the lo- 
cond time. 


CHAP. VI., 

Hozv the Philjiines made another Expedition 
ayainjl the Hebrews , and were beaten. 

§ i. XJOW Saul chofc out of the multitude 
X about three thoufand men, and he 
took two thoufand of them, to he,the guards of 
his own body, and abode in the city Bethel, 
but he gave the reft of them, to Jonathan his 
fon to be the guards of his body ; and lent him 
to Gibcah, where he befteged.and took a ccr- 

* Mr Roland obferves here, and proves clfewhere in 
his note on Afltiq. B. Ill, ch. i. } 6. that although thun¬ 
der and lightning with us happen ufualiy in fn miner, yet 
in I’aleftine anti Syria they are chiefly confined to winter. 


tain garrifon .of the Philiftines, not far from 
Gilgal; for. the Philiftines of Gibeah had beat¬ 
en the Jews,, and taken their, weapons away, 
and had put, garrifons into the ftrongeft places 
of the. country, and had forbidden them to car¬ 
ry any ioftrument of iron, or at all to make 
ufe of any iron, in. any cafe whatfoever. And 
on account of this prohibition it was that the 
hufhandmen, if they had any occafion to lharp- 
en any of their tools, whether it were the coul¬ 
ter or the fpade, or any.inftrument of husban¬ 
dry, they^ came to the Philiftines to do it. 
Now as foon as the Philiftines heard of this 
daughter of their garriion, they were in a rage 
about it, and looking on this attempt as a ter¬ 
rible affront offered them, they made war 
againft the Jews with three hundred thoufand 
footmen, and thirty thoufand chariots, and fix 
thoufand horfes ; and they pitched their camp 
at the city Michmalh. When Saul, the king 
of the Hebrews, was informed of this, he 
went down to the city Gilgal, and made pro¬ 
clamation over all the country, that they fhould 
try to regain their -liberty ; and called them to 
the war againft the. Philiftines, diminifhing their 
forces, and defpifmg them, as not very confi- 
derable, and as not fo great, but they .might 
hazard a battle with them., But when tne peo¬ 
ple about Saul obferved how numerous the 
Philiftines- were, they were under a great con- 
fternation ; and fome of them hid themfelves in 
caves and in dens under ground, but the great¬ 
er part fled into the land beyond Jordan, which 
belonged to Gad and Reuhcl. .. 

2. But Saul fent to the prophet, and called 
him to confult with him about the war, and 
the public affairs; So he commanded him to 
ftay there for him, and to prepare facrifices, for 
he would come to him within feven days, that 
they might offer facrifices-on the feventh day, 
and might then join battle with their enemies. 
So he f waited, as the prophet fent to him to 

do ; 

Jofcphus takes notice of the fame thing again, Of the 
War, B. IV. ch. iv. $ 5. 

f Saul feems to have {laid till near the time of the 

even- 
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d 6 ; yet did not he however obferve the com¬ 
mand that was given him, but when he faw 
that the prophet tarried longer than he expect¬ 
ed, and that he was deferted by the foldiers,< 
he took the facrifices, .and offered them ; and 
when he heard that Samuel was come, he went 
out to meet him. But the prophet laid he had 
not done well in dif'obeying the injunctions he 
had fent to him, and had not flayed till his 
coming, which being appointed according to the 
will of God, he had prevented him in offering 
up thefe prayers, and thofe facrifices, that he 
ihould have made for the multitude, and that 
he the'efore had performed divine offices in an 
ill manner, and had been rafh in performing 
them. Hereupon Saul made an apology for 
himielf, and, faid, That “ he had waited as 
many days as Samuel had appointed him ; that 
he had been fo quick in offering, his facrifice, 
upon account of the neceffity he was in, and 
becaufe his loldicrs were departing from him, 
out of their fear of the enemies camp at Mich- 
mafli, the report being gone abroad, that they 
were coming down upon him to Gilgal.” To 

evening facrifice, on the fevcntli day, which Samuel, the 
prophet of God, had appointed him, but not till the end 
of that day, as lie ought to have done : and Samuel ap¬ 
pears, by delaying to come till the full time of the even¬ 
ing facrifice on that feventh day, to have tried him (who 
feems to have been already for feme time declining from 
his drift and bounden fubordination to God, and his pro¬ 
phet ; to have taken life-guards far himfelf and his fon, 
which was entirely a new thing in Ifrael, and tavoured of 
a diflrufl of God’s providence ; and to have afl’efted more 
titan he ought, that independent authority which the Fagan 
kings took to ■themfelves): Samuel, I fay, feems to have 
here tried Saul, whether he would itay till the prieft came, 
who alone could lawfully offer the' facrifices, nor would 
boldly and profanely ufurp the prieft’s office, which lie ven¬ 
turing upon, was jultly rejefted forhisprophanenefs. See 
Conftit. Apod. B. II- chap, xxvii. And indeed, dtice 
Saul had accepted kingly power, winch naturally becomes 
ungovernable and tyrannical, as God foretold, and the 
experience of all ages has - dtewn, the divine fcttlement 
liy Mines had foon been laid afide under the kings, had 
not God, by keeping driftly to his laws, and feverely ex¬ 
ecuting the threatenings therein contained, reftvaiued Saul 
and other kings in fome degree of obedience to- himfelf: 
Nor was even this feverity fufficicnt to redrain mod of 
the future kings of Ifrael and Judah from the groffed ido¬ 
latry and impiety. Of the advantage of which ilriftnefs, 
iff the obferving divine laws, and inflifting their threaten¬ 
ed penalties, fee Antic}. B. VI. chap. xii. § 7- and contra 
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which Samuel replied, “ Nay, certainly, if thou 
hadlt been a * righteous man, and hadlt not 
difobeyed, me, nor flighted the commands which 
God fuggefted to me concerning the prelent 
ftate of affairs, and hadft not aded more huffily 
than the prefent circumllances required, thou 
wouidft have been permitted to reign a long time, 
and thy pofterity after thee.” So Samuel, be¬ 
ing grieved at what happened, returned home ; 
but Saul came to the city Gibcah, with his fon 
Jonathan, having only fix hundred men with 
him: and of thefe the greater part had no 
weapons, becaufe of the fcarcity of iron in that 
country, as well as of thofe that could make 
fuch weapons; for as we fhewed a little before, 
the Philiftines had not luffered them to have 
fuch iron, or fuch workmen. Now the Philif¬ 
tines-divided their army into three companies, 
and took as many roads, and laid waltc the 
country of the Hebrews, while king Saul and his 
fon Jonathan law what was done, but were not 
able to defend the land, having no more than 
fix hundred men with them. But as he and his 

fon 

Apion, B. II. § 30. where Jofeplius (peaks of that matter; 
though it mult be noted, that it feems, at lead in three 
indances,- that good men did not always immediately ap¬ 
prove of fuch divine feverity. There feems to be one in- 
llancc, 1 Sam. vi. 19, 20. another, 1 Sam. xv. 11. and a. 
third, 2 Sam. vi. 8, 9. Antiq. 15 . VI. chap. vii. § 2. though 
they all at Lift acquiefced in the divine conduft, as know¬ 
ing that God is ivifcr than men. 

* By this anfwer of Samuel, and that from a divine 
commilfion, which is fuller in 1 Sam. xiii. 14. and by 
that parallel note in the Apodolical Conditutions juft now 
quoted, concerning the great wickednefs of Saul in ventur¬ 
ing, even under a feeming neceflity of affairs, to ufurp the 
pried’s office, and offer facrifice without the pried, we are 
in fome degree able to anfwer that quedion, which I have 
ever thought a very hard one, viz. Whether if there were 
a city or country of lay Chrillians without any clergymen, 
it were lawful for the laity alone to baptize, or celebrate 
the eucharid, (5V. or indeed, whether they alone cou^l or¬ 
dain themfelves cither bilhops, prieds or deacons, for the 
due performance of fuch faccrdotal miuiil rations ? or whe¬ 
ther they ought not rather, till they procure clergymen to 
come among them, to confine thcnifelvts within thofe 
bounds of piety and Christianity which belong alone to the 
laity? fuch particularly as are recommended in the fir ft 
book of the Apodolical Conditutions, which peculiarly 
concern the laity, and are intimated in Clement’s undoubt¬ 
ed epifllc, § 40. To which latter opinion I incline. • 
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fon, and Abiah the high pritft, who was of the 
poftcrity of Eli the high prieft, were fitting 
upon a pretty high hill, and feeing the land 
laid walle, they were mightily diflurbed at it. 
Now Said’s fon agreed with his armour-bearer, 
that they would go privately to the enemies 
camp, and make a tumult, and a difturbance 
among them. And when the armour-bearer 
had readily promifed to follow* him whitherfo- 
ever he Ihould lead him, though he Ihould be 
obliged to die in the attempt, Jonathan made 
ufe of the young man’s afliftance, and defeend- 
ed from the hill, and went to their enemies. 
Now the enemies camp was upon a precipice, 
which had three tops, that ended in a finall 
but {harp and long extremity, while there was 
a rock that furrounded them like lines made to 
prevent the attacks of an enemy. Thcr« it fo 
happened, that the out-guards of the camp 
were neglected, hecaufc of the fecurity that here 
arofe from the fituation of the place, aqd be- 
eaule they thought it ahogether impollible, not 
only to aic-enJ up to the camp on that quarter, 
hut 1b much as to come near it. As foon 
therefore as they came to the camp, Jonathan 
encouraged his armour-bearer, and laid to him, 
“ Let us attack our enemies ; and if when they 
fee us thev hid us come up to them, take that 
for a fignul of victory ; but if they lay nothing, 
as not intending to i.ivhe us to come up, let 
us return back again.’’ So when they were ap¬ 
proaching to the enemies camp, juft. after break 
of day, and the Philiftines law them, they laid 
cute to another, u The Hebrews come out of 
their dens and caves And they laid to Jona¬ 
than and to his annour-heai er, “ Come on, af- 
cend up to us, that we may intiidl a jull puniih- 
ment upon you for your rain attempt upon 
us.” So Saul’s fon accepted of that invitation, 
as what fignilied to him victory, and lie im¬ 
mediately came out of the place whence they 
were fecu by their enemies ; fo he changed his 
place, and came to the rock, which had none 
to guard it, hecaufc of its own flrcngth ; from 

* This rafti vow or curfc of Saul’s, which Jofvphus fays 
was confirmed -by the people, and yet .not exec uted, I 
tupnoCc principally hecaufc Jonathan did not know of it, 

very uunarkable,, it being of the cflence of the obligation 


thence they crept up with great labour and dif¬ 
ficulty, and fo far overcame by force the nature 
of the place, till they were able to fight with 
• their enemies. So they fall upon them as they 
were afleep, and flew about twenty of them, 
and thereby filled them with diforder and fur- 
prize, infomuch that fome of them threw a- 
way their entire armour, and fled ; hut the 
greatell part not knowing one another, hecaufc 
they were of different nations, fufpedted one 
another to be cncmits (for they did nc f imagine 
there were only two of the Hebrews that came 
up) and fo they fought one againll another; 
and fome of them died in the battle, ai.-a fine 
as they were flying away were thrown down 
from the rock headlong. 

3. Now Saul’s watchmen told the king, that 
the camp of the Philiftines was in confufion ; 
then he enquired whether any body was gone 
away from the army ; and when he heard that 
his fon, and with him his armour-bearer, were 
abfent, he bid the high prieft take the garments 
of his high priefthood, and prophefy to him 
what fuccefs they ihould have ; who laid, 
“ That they fhould get the victory, and pre¬ 
vail againft their enemies.” So he went out 
after the Philiftines, and fet upon them as they 
were flaying one another. Thole alfo came 
running to him, who had fled to dens and 
caves, upon hearing that Saul was gaining a 
victory. When therefore the number of the 
Hebrews that came to Saul amounted to about 
ten thouiand, he purfued the enemy, who 
were lea tiered all over the country; but then, 
he fell into an action, which was a very un¬ 
happy one, and liable to be very much blamed, 
for whether out; of ignorance, or whether out 
of joy for a victory gained fo ftrangely, for it 
frequently happens that perfons fo fortunate 
are not then able to ufe-their reafon confident¬ 
ly, as he was defirous to avenge himfelf,"and 
to exadt a due punilhment of the Philiftines, 
he denounced * a curfe on the Hebrews, That 

“ if 

of all laws, that they be fufliciently known and promul¬ 
gated ; otherwife the conduct of providence, as to the fa- 
crednels ol iolemn oaths and vows, in God’s refilling to 

anfwer 
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“ if any one put a flop to his daughter of the 
enemv, and fell on eating, and left off the 
flaughter, or the purfuit before the night came 
on, and obliged them fo to do, he lhould be 
accurfed.” Now after Saul had denounced this 
curfc, flnee they were now in a wood belong¬ 
ing to the tribe of Ephraim, which was thick 
and full of bees, Saul’s fon, who did not hear 
his father denounce that curfe, nor hear of the 
approbation the multitude gave to it, broke off 
a piece of an honey-comb, and eat part of it. 
But in the mean time, he was informed with 
what a curfe his father had forbidden them to 
u.„. • 7 thing before fun-fetting : So he left 

off eating, and faid, “ His father had not done 
well in this prohibition, becaufe had they taken 
ibme food, they had purfued the enemy with 
greater vigour and alacrity, and had both taken 
and flam many more of their enemies.” 

4. When therefore they had flain many ten 
tboufands of the Philiftines, they fell upon 
1 polling the camp of the Philiftines, but not till 

in the evening. They alio took a great 
deal of prey, and cattle, and killed them, and 
eat them with their blood. This was told to 
the king by the feribes, that the multitude 
were fuming againft God, as they facrificed, 
and were eating before the blood was well 
wafticd away, and the fielh was made clean. 
Then did Saul give order, that a great ftone 
Should be rolled into the midft of them, and he 
made proclamation that they lhould kill their Sa¬ 
crifices upon it, and not feed upon the flefh with 
the blood, for that was not acceptable to God. 
And when all the people did as the king com¬ 
manded them, Saul erefted an * altar there, 
■and offered burnt-offerings upon it to God. 
This was the firft altar that Saul built. 

5. So when Saul was deftrous of leading his 
men to the enemies camp before it was day, in 
<rdcfto plunder it, and when the Soldiers were 
not unwilling to follow him, but indeed fhew- 

anfwer by Urim, till this breach of Saul’s vow or curfe was 
underltood and fet right, and God propitiated by public 
prayer, is here very remarkable, as indeed it is every where 
elfe in the Old Tcftament. _ ' 

♦ * Here we have Hill more indications of hauls aficcta- 
',.;on of dcfpotic power, and of his intrenching upon the 
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ed great readinefs to do as he commanded 
them, the king called Ahitub the high prieft, 
and enjoined him to know of God, whether he 
would grant them the favour and permiflxon to 
go againft the enemies camp, in order to de- 
ftroy thofe that were in it. And when the 
prieft faid, That God did not give any anfwer : 
“ And not without Some caufe, faid Saul, docs 
God refufe to anfwer what we enquire of him, 
while yet a little while ago he declared to us all 
that we defired before-hand, and even prevent¬ 
ed us in his anfwer. To be fure there is fome 
fm againft him that is concealed from us, which 
is the occafion of his Silence. Now I Swear by 
himfelf, that though he that hath commit¬ 
ted this fin Should prove to be my own Son Jo¬ 
nathan, I will flay him, and by that means will 
appeafe the anger of God agiinft us, and that 
in the very fame manner as if I were to punifli 
a ftranger, and one not at all related to me, 
for the fame offence.” So when the multitude 
Cried out to him fo to do, he prefentiy Set all 
the reft on one Side, and lie and his Son flood 
on the other fide, and he Sought to difeover the 
offender by lot. Now the lot appeared to fall 
upon Jonathan himfelf. So when he w r as afk- 
ed by his father what fin he had been guilty of? 
and what he was confcious of in the courfe of 
his life that might be efteemed inftances of guilt 
or profanenefs ? His anfwer was this, “ O fa¬ 
ther, 1 have done nothing more, than that yef- 
terday, without knowing of the curfe and oath 
thou hadft denounced, while I was in purfuit 
of the enemy, I tafted of an honey-comb.” 
But Saul fwarc that he would flay him, and 
prefer the obfervation of his oath before all the 
ties of birth and of nature. And Jonathan was 
not difmayed at this threatening of death, hut 
offering himfelf io it generoufly, and undaunt¬ 
edly, he faid, “Nor do I defire you, father, to 
Spare me vJDcath will be to me very acceptable, 

when 

priefthood, and making and cncleavaurinj; to execute .1 
rath vow or Curfe without coufultitig Samuel, or U e fan- 
bedrim. In this view it is alfo that 1 look upon tins erec¬ 
tion of a new altar by Saul, and his offering of burnt-offei - 
ings hbpfelf upon it, and not as any proper infUnce of de¬ 
votion or religion, with other commentators. 

0 7. 
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when it proceeds from thy piety, and after a 
glorious victory ; for it is the greatelt coufola- 
tion to me, that I leave the Hebrews vidorious 
over the Phiiiftmes.” Hereupon all the people 
were very lorry, and greatly afflicted for Jonar 
than, and they fware that they would not over¬ 
look Jonathan, and fee him die, who was the 
suiiv >r of their vidorv. By which means they 
inatebed him out of the danger he was in from 
his father’s curfe, while they made their pray¬ 
ers to* Clod alfo for the } oung man, that he 
would ; ■ mit his fin. 

6 . Sc Saul having flain about fixty thou find 
of the Cnerny, returned home to his own city, 
and reigned happily : And lie alfo fought a- 
gainfl the neighbouring nations, and fubdued 
the Ammonites, and Moabites, and Philiftinea, 
and Edomites, and Amalekitcs, as alfo the king 
of Zobah. lie had three male-children, Jona¬ 
than, and Ifhui, and Melchi-fhua with Me¬ 
rab and Michal, his daughters. He had. .alfo 
Abner, his uncle’s fon, for the captain of his 
hoft : that uncle’s name teas Ncr. Now Ner, 
and Kifh, the father of Saul, were brothers. 
Saul had alfo a great many chariots and horfe- 
men, and againft whomfoever he made war he 
returned conqueror, and advanced the affairs' of 
the Hebrews to a great degree cf fuccefs and 
ppolperity, and made them fnperior to other 
nations : and he made fuch of the young men 
that were iemaikable for talnefsand comelinefs ; 
the guards of his body. 

C I-I A P. VII. 

SiutPi War with the Amalekitcs , and Co nq tic ft 
if them. 

{ iA *[ OW Samuel came unto Saul, and faid 
1 to him, That he was lent by Cod to 
pur him in raind that God had preferred him 
before all others, and ordained him king; that 
lie therefore ought to be obedient to him, and 

* The re;;Ton of-this feverity is difHnftly given, 1 S.im. 

3 8 . Go and utterly dijlroy the fttwrs the Amalcktki: Nor 
i-iiicctl do we ever meat with tide Amalelin-s but as very 
<tuel and bloody people, and particularly looking to in- 

in f' •lUit'iiu (If 1m 1 * flu* mt-ir-n 


to fufimit to his authority, as confidering, that 
though he had the dominion over the other 
tribes, yet that God had the dominion over 
him, and over-all things. That accordingly 
God faid to him, that becaufe the Amalekitcs 
did the Hebrews a great deal of mifehief while 
they -were in the wildernefs, and when, upon 
their coming out of Egypt, they were making 
their way to that country which is now their 
own, I enjoin thee to punifh the Amaleklttr 
by making war upon them ; and when thou 
haft fubdued them, to leave none of them alive 
bat,to purfue them through every age, and to 
flay them, beginning with the women ami-die 
infants, and to require this as a pimifhment re¬ 
fit infihfted upon them for the mifehief they 
did to our forefathers. . To fpare nothing, nei¬ 
ther affes, nor other beafts, nor to referve any 
of them for your own advantage and pofleflion, 
but to devote them univcrfally to God, and, in 
obedience to the commands of Mofes, to blot 
out the name of * Amalek entirely. 

2.' So Saul promifed to do what he war 
commanded ; .and fuppofmg that his obedience 
to God would be fhewn not.only in making 
war againft the Amalekites, but more fully in 
the readinefs and quicknefs of his proceedings, 
he made no delay, but immediately gathered 
together all his forces ; and when he had 
numbered them in Gilgal, he found them to 
he about four hundred thoufand of the Ifra el¬ 
ates, belidcs the tribe of Judah, for that tribe 
contained by itfelf thirty thoufand. Accord¬ 
ingly Saul made an irruption into the country 
of the Amalekitcs, and fet many men in fcvc- 
ral parties in ambulh at the river, that fo he 
might not only do them a mifehief by open 
fighting, but might fall upon them une: pe£tcd- 
ly in the ways, and might thereby compafs 
them round about, and kill them. And when 
he Ead joined-, battle < with'the enemy he beat 
them, and purfuing them as they fled, he dc- 

ftroyed 

xviu 8,— irt. Numb. xiv. 45. Deut. xxv. 17, 18, rp. Judg. 
vi. 3, 6 . 1 tiam. xv. 33. Pfal. Lxxxiii. 7. and above all, the 
tnoft barbarous, of all cruelties, that of Hainan the Ag;if;. 
ite, or one of the pollerity of Ac ag, the old king of the 

A mlcVtfpe Till* i 11 »_T r 
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ftroycd them all. And when that undertaking 
had fucceeded, according as God had foretold, 
he fet upon the cities of the Amalekites ; he 
beficged them, and took them by force, part¬ 
ly by warlike machines, partly by mines dug 
underground, and partly by building, walls 
on the outfides. Some they ftarved out with 
famine, and fome they gained by other me¬ 
thods • and after all, lie betook himfclf to day 
tire women and the children, and thought lie 
did not aft therein either barbarouily or inhu¬ 
manly, firft becaufe they were enemies whom 
thus treated, and in the next place,, becaufe 
it v.... .one by the command of God, whom 
it was dangerous not to obey. He alfo took 
Agag, the enemies king, captive; the beauty 
and talnels of whofe body he admired fo much, 
that he thought him worthy of prefervation : 
Yet was not this done however according to 
the will of God, but by giving way to human 
padions, and luffering himfelf to be moved 
with an unfeafonable commiferation, in a point 
'where it was not fafe for him to indulge it; for 
God hated the nation of the Amalekites to fuch 
a degree, that lie commanded Saul to have no 
pity cn even thole infants which we by nature 
chiefly compaflionate ; but Saul preferred their 
king and governor from the miferies which the 
Hebrews brought on the people, as if he pre¬ 
ferred the fine appearance of the enemy to the 
•memory of what God bad fent him about. 
The multitude were alio guilty, together with 
Saul, for they fpared the herds and the flocks, 
and took them for a prey, when God had 
commanded they fhonkl not lpare them.- They 
aim' carried off with them the reft of their 
wealth and riches ; but if there were any thing 
that was not worthy of regard,,that they de~ 
ftroyed. . 

3 - Btp t when Saul had conquered all thefe 
jAfflatekites that reached from Pelufium of E- 
gypt to the Red Sea, he laid wafte-all the reft 
of the enemies country : but. for the nation of 
the Sichcmitcs, ■ he did not touch them,-.al¬ 
though they dwelt in the very middle of the 
country of Midian ; for before the battle, Saul 
fent to them, and charged them to depart 


1 $5* 

thence, left they fhould be partakers of the 
miferies of the Amalekites, for he had a juft 
occafion for faying them, fincc they were of 
the kindred of Raguel, Moles’ father-in-law. 

4. Hereupon Saul returned home with 
joy, for the glorious things he had done, and 
lor the conqueft 1 of his enemies, as though he 
had not neglefted any thing which the pro¬ 
phet had enjoined him to do, when* he was 
going to make war with the Amalekites, and 
as though he had exaftly obferved all that he 
ought to have done. Rut God was grieved 
that the king of the Amalekites was preserved 
alive, and that the multitude had feized on the 
cattle for a prey, becaufe thefe things were 
done without his permiffion; for he thought it 
an intolerable thing, that they fhould conquer 
and overcome their enemies by that power 
which he gave them,-and then that he himfelf 
fhould be fo grofsly delpifed and difobeyed bv 
them, that a meer man that was a king wculd 
not bear it. He therefore told Samuel the 
prophet, that he repented that he had made 
Saul king, while he did nothing that he had 
commanded him, but indulged hie -own inclin¬ 
ations. "When Samuel beard that, lie was in 
confufion ; and began to bcfeech God all that 
night to be reconciled to Saul, and not to be 
angry with him ; but he did not grant that for- 
givenefs to Saul which the prophet afked for, 
as not deeming it a fit thing to grant forgive- 
nefs of [fuch] fms at his intreaties, fmcc injuries 
do no otherwife grow fo great as by the eaiy 
tempers of thofe that are injured ; for while 
they hunt after the glory of being thought gen¬ 
tle and good-natured, before they are'aware 
they produce other fins. As f’0011 therefore as 
God had rejefted the interceflion of the pro- 
| phet, and it plainly appeared he would net 
; change . his’ mind, at break of day Samuel 
came tc^aul to GilgaL . "When the king fa-w¬ 
him, he ran to him, and embraced him, and 
faid, „ “ I return thanks to God, who ^ hath 
given me the viftory, for I have performed 
every thing that lie hath commanded me.” 
To which Samuel replied, “How is it then 
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that I hear the bleating of the fhcop, and the 
b>u iiig of the ‘rreater cattle in the camp ?’ Saul 

O <-' A 

made anl'wer, That “ the people had rderved 
r an. for fa orifices, but that, as to the nation 
of the Amalckites, it was entirely' della oyed, as 
he had received it in command to fee done, and 
that no one man was left, bat that he had fayed 
alive the king alone, and brought him to him, 
converging whom he laid they would advife to¬ 
gether what Ihouhl be done with him.” But the 
prophet fakl, “ God is not delighted with fa- 
crilices, but with good and with righteous men, 
who are inch as follow his will and his laws, 
and never think that any thing is well done by 
them, but when they do as God had command¬ 
ed them : that he then looks upon himlclf as 
affronted, not when any one does not fieri lice, 
but when any one appears to he di(obedient to 
him. But that from thofe who do net obey 
him, nor pay him that duty which is the alone 
true and acceptable worfhip, he will not kindly 
accept their oblations, be thofe they offer never 
If) many and fo fat, and be the prefents they 
inske him never fn ornamental, nay, though 
they were made of gold and fiver themfclves, 
but he will reject them, and elieem them in fian¬ 
ces of wickedness, and not of piety. And that 
he is delighted with thofe that ftili bear in mind 
thb; one thing, ami tins only, howto do that, 
what!never it he, which God pronounces or 
commands for them to do, and to elude rather 
tc> die:than to tranfgrefs any ofthoic commands; 
nor docs he require fo much as a iafriltcc from 
them. And when thefe do facrifice, though it 
he a mean oblation, he better accepts of "ft, as 
the honour of poverty, than fuel) oblations as 
come from the rid?eft men that offer them to 
him. Wherefore take notice, that thou art 
under the wrath of God,Tor thou hall defpi- 
Gd and negle&ed what he commanded thee. 
H ow doft thou then fuppofe he viUmefpecl a 
facrifice out of fuch. things as he hatlrdoomed 
to dcftrubUon ? unlefs perhaps thou doft ima¬ 
gine that it is ahnofl all one to offer it in a facri¬ 


fice to God as to deflrov it. Do thou.therefore. 
txpeT that thy'kingdom will .be taken'from 
thee, and that a^Tnorlty which thou haft abided 


by fuch infolent behaviour, as to negledt that 
God who beflowed it upon thee.” Then did 
Saul confefs, that he had aeled unjufily, and 
did not deny that he had fumed, bccaufe lie 
had tranlgreffed the inmmftions of the prophet; 
but he laid, that it wa, out of a dread and fear 
of the fbldiers, that lie did not prohibit and re~ 
(train them when they feized on the prey. 
But forgive me, laid he, and be merciful to 
me, for I will be cautious how I offend for the 
time to coroe. He alfo entreated the prophet 
to go back with him, that: he might offer his 
tlumk-oiierings to God ; but Samuel went home, 
bccaufe he law that God would not be - - m- 
ciled to him. 

5. But then Saul was fo deftrous to retain 
Samuel, that he took hold of his cloak, and bc ¬ 
caufe the vehemence of Samuel’s departure made 
the motion to he violent, the cloak was rent. 
Upon which the prophet faid, that after lire 
fame manner ihould the kingdom be rent from 
him, and that a good and a juft man Ihouhl 
take it ; that God had perfevered in what-W 
had decreed about him ; that to be mutable 
and changeable in what is determined, is agree¬ 
able to human paffions only, but is not agree¬ 
able to the divine power. Hnreupr r. Saul laid, 
that lie had been wicked, but that what was 
done could not be undone : He therefore de¬ 
ft red him to honour him fo fir, that the mul¬ 
titude might fee that he would accompany 
him in worihipping God. So Samuel grant¬ 
ed him that favour, and vent with him, and 
wor.lhippcd God. Agag alfo, the king of the 
Amalckites, was brought to him and when 
the king afked, How bitter death was? Sam¬ 
uel faid, As thou haft made many of the He¬ 
brew mothers to lament and bewail their child¬ 
ren, fo llialt thou by thy death caufe thy mo¬ 
ther to lament thee alfo. Accordingly he gave 
order to flay him immediately at Gilgai, ,;;tb 
then went away to the city Hamah, 
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ANTIQU1TIE 

C H A P. VIII. 

Ho tv, upon Saul's 7 ’ranfgrejfnm of the Prophet'i 
Commands, Samuel ordained another Corf u, 
to he King privately, ivhofe Name was Da¬ 
vid, as God commanded hint. 

§ 1 XT OW Saul being fcnfible of the mifer- 
X. m able condition he had brought him- 
felf into, and that he had ttfcdde God to be his 
enemy, he went up' to fits royal palace al 
Gibeah, which name denotes an hill, and after 
f'it d .y he came no more into the prefence 
" ihc prophet. And when Samuel mourned 
. God hid him leave off his concern for 
1 im, and to take the holy oil, and go to Beth- 
?eh:m, to feffe, the ion of Obcd, and to anoint 
luGi oi his Gn? as lie fliould ihew him frn 
their fntmo king. But Samuel faid, he was 
ah lid left Saul, when he came to know of 
r, Ihonlj kill him, cither by feme piivate 
m S' id, o r even openly. But upon God’s lug- 
:g to him a fate way of going thither, he 
< n to the fore-mentioned city: and when 
?L.all 1 luted him, and aflted, What was the 
c* 'cai;ov oi in . coming ? he told them, he came 
to f serif vo God. When therefore he had 
gotten the fa Slice ready, he called Jefle and 
111,, foil-, to partake of thofe iherifiecs ; and when 
he law his chick Ton to he a tall and hand fume 
mm, he guvlild by hi, comebnefs that he was 
rhe perlbn who was to be their fututc king. 
But he was miftaken in judging about God’s 
providence ; for when Samuel enquired of God, 
whether he fhould anoint this youth, whom he 
io admired, and eilcemed worthy of the king¬ 
dom ? God faid, “ Men do not fee as God 
■ iceth. Thou indeed hall refpefl to the hoc 
appearance of this youth, and thence elieemeil 
him worthy of the kingdom, while I propole 
the kingdom 3 3 a reward, not of the beauty cf 
'CLwwffcj, h tit of the virtue of fouls, and I enquire 
after one that is perfectly comely in that relpcct; 
I mean one who is beautiful in piety, and righ- 
tooufnei;, and fortitude, and obedience; for in 
them conuils the comelinefs of the foul.” 
When God had faid this, Samuel bid’jeilc to 
mew h.im all his Ions. Jbo he made'five others 
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of his four, to come to him ; of all winch Fiiab 
was the eld eft, Aminadah the tecond, Sham 
imh the third, Nathaniel the fourth, B >ei the 
filth, and Alain the Sixth. And when bhepio- 
phef law that thefe wee no wiy inter: n; to the 
difcll in their countenances, he cuqui of 
kind, v.’hich of them it was whom he umte for 
their king? And when God laid it \ as none 
of them, he aikul Jelle, whether Invited not 
ionic other ions betides thefe? am! when he 
ffd that he had one more, named David, bur 
that he was a fhepherd, and took care of the 
Hocks, Samuel bid them call him immediately, 
for that till hewn come they cou’d not [ViOibiy 
lit down to the i’call. Mow ;r foon as hi, fa¬ 
ther had font for David, and he w;> , u:ng he 
appeared to be of a yellow complexion, of a 
(harp fight, and a comely potion in other rc~ 
fpert, alio. ’I hi, i-, he, laid Sjimr J priv itoly 
to hinifelf, whom it pleales God to nolo ry.r 
king. So he iat down to the lead, and ;> ! uvd 
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houfe fliould he of great lolcn.ioi, and cele¬ 
brated in the world ; that he ihoubi o\.*ithrow 
the Philiitincs ; and that againil what nations 
loever he fhould make war, he fhould be the 
conqneior, and lurvivc rite fight ; and tint 
while he lived he fhould enjoy ay' ‘rings name, 
and le.-ne fuch a name to his pollen! y .dfo. 

2. So Samuel, when he had gl- _n iii.n thefe 
admonitions, went away : But the divine pnnei 
departed from Saul, and remote: to David, 
who, upon this removal of thy divine ipiiit to 
him, began to prophdy. But m 'or Saul, fomc 
firangc and dcinenlacal diiorders came upon 
him,‘and brought upon him fu< h iu’P eauom 
as were®ready to ihuke him y for whiJi th, 
phjrftcians could fmd no other remedy,lnit this, 
that if any per ion could charm tlioio ptdiio: m 
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by fmg'mg, and playing upon the harp, they 
advifed them to enquire for inch an cue, and 
to obferve when thele demons came upon him 
and difturbed him, and to take care that fueh 
a perfon might hand over him, aird * play on 
the harp, and recite hymns to him, Accord¬ 
ingly Saul did not, delay,, but commanded them 
to feck out fuch a man. And when a certain 
ftandcr-by laid, that he had feea in the city 
Bethlehem a fon of Jell'e, who was yet no more 
than a child in age, but comely and beautiful, 
and in other refpcCis one that was deferving of 
great regard, who was Skilful in playing on the 
harp, and in Imging ol nyrnns, and an excel¬ 
lent foldier in war, he fent to jells, and de¬ 
fied him. to take David away from the flocks, 
and fend him to him ; for he had a mind to 
fee him, as.having heard an advantageous cha¬ 
racter of his comclincfs: and his valour. So 
Jeffe fent his fon, and gave him prefents to 
carry to Sank And when he was come, Saul 
was plealed with, him, and made him his ar¬ 
mour-bearer, and had him in very great ef- 
teem; for he charmed his palfion, and was the 
o;:,!v piiylician againll the trouble he had from, 
tkc demons whenfoever it was taatit came up¬ 
on him ; and this by reciting of hymns, and 
, upon the harp, and bringing Saul to 

ids" light mind again. However, he fent to 
Hii'e, '"the lather of the child, and delired him 
to permit David to llav with him, for. that 
lie was delighted with his light and company ; 
umch flay, that he might not coutradid Saul, 
he granted. 


C H A P. IX. 

How the Phil fines made another Expedition 
a%adn(l the Hebrews y under the Ragn of 
Said, and how they were overcome by Da¬ 
vid's faying Goliath in a fingle Conioat. 

§ r. 1 VTOW the Philiftines gathered them- 
JlNI felvA together again no very long 

* Spanhcim takes notice here, that the Greeks had 
fuoh Jtnpcn of hymnsu am! that ufuallv children or youth II 
■were picked out for. chat l'ervice ■, .as and thofe csllcdfing- H 


tim*e afterward ; and having gotten together a 
great army, they made war againll the Ifrael- 
ites ; and having lei zed a place between She- 
choh and Azekah, they there pitched their 
camp. Saul alfo drew out his army to oppofe 
them ; and by pitching his own camp on a 
certain hill, he forced the Philillines to leave 
their former camp, and to encamp themfelves 
upon fuch another hill, over againll that on 
which Saul’s army lay; fo that a valley, which 
was between the two hills on which they lay, 
divided their camps afunder. Now there came 
down a man out of the camp of the Philifliny , 
whole name was Goliath , of the city Gam, a 
man of vaft bulk; for he was of four cubits 
and a fpan in talncfs : and had about him wea¬ 
pons fuitable to the largenefs of his body ; for ho 
had a breafl-plate on that weighed five thou- 
fand fliekels : he had alfo an helmet, and greaves 
of brafs as large as you would naturally iapn fe 
might cover the limbs of fo vail a body, 
fpear was alfo fuch as was not carried li ! 
light thing in his right hand, but he carri 
as lying on his fhoulders. He had alfo a n,. 
of fix hundred fliekels; and many folk wed 
him to carry his armour. 'Wherelure this Go¬ 
liath flood between the two armies, as they 
were in battle-array, and fent cut a loud voice, 
and laid to Said, and to the Hebrew:;, 1 will 
free you from fighting and from dangers ; for 
what neeeffity is there that your army flu mid 
fall and be afflidded ? Give me a man of you 
that will fight with rne, and he that conquers 
lhall have the reward of the conqueror, and 
determine the war ; for thefe fliall ferve thole 
others to whom the conqueror fhall belong';: 
Arid certainly it is much better, and more pru¬ 
dent, to gain what you dcflre by the hazard c 4 
one man, than of all. When he had laid this, 
he retired to his own camp ; but the now day 
he came again, and ufed the fame words; and 
did not leave off for forty days together to 
challenge the enemy in tire fame words, till 

Saul 

ers to the harp, did the fame that David did here, i. r. ioir 
their own vocal and inftrumjjatal roufic together. 
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Saul and his army were therewith terrified, 
while they put themiclvcs in array as if they 
would fight, but did not come to a clofe battle. 

. 2. Now while this war between the He¬ 
brews and the Philiilines was going on, Saul 
lent away David to las father jeffe, and con¬ 
tented himi'clf with thofe three fous of his 
whom he had lent to his affiftance, and to be 
partners in the dangers of the war : And at 
lirlt David returned to feed his fheep and his 
ilucks; but after no long time he came to the 
camp of the Hebrews, as lent by his father to 
• wv provilions to his brethren, and to know 
wk„. , ,ey were doing. While Goliath, came 
again, and challenged them, and reproached 
them, that they had no man of valour among 
them that durli come down to fight him ; .an 
an Dto-id was talking with his bretRren about 
the hufinds for which his father had lent him, 
he hoard die Philiilines reproaching and abu- 
the army, and had indignation at it, and 
to his brethren, I am ready to fight a 
combat with this adverfary. Whereupon 
.nab, Ids elded brother, reproved him, and 
that lie i’pake too redidy and improperly 
to . f hi-i age, and bid him go to his flocks, 
to his father. So lie was abalhed at his 
e. a.her’s words, and went away, but Hill lpakc 
to fome of the I'oiJLrs, that he was willing to 
light with him that challenged them. And 
when they had informed Saul what was the 
refolution of the young man, the king font for 
him to come to him : And when the king afk- 
ed what he had to fay, he replied, “ O king, 
he not cad down, nor afraid ; for 1 will deprefs 
the influence of this adverfary, and wall go 
’ down and light with him, and will bring him 
under, me, as tall and as great, as he is, til', he 
ilia!I he fuffieiently laughed at; and thy army 
Iliad great glory, when* he fhait be Haiti by 
vTfie that is not yet of man’s ellate, neither lit 
for lighting, nor capable of being intruded 
with the nntrfhalling of an army,, or order¬ 
ing a battle, but by one that looks like a child, 
and is really no elder image than a child.” 
i 3. Now Saul wondered - at the boldnefs and 
ydifaity- of David, but durli not prefume on his 
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ability, by reafon of his age ; but did, be 
mult on that account he too weak to light with 
one that was fkilful in tiie art of war. “ 1 un¬ 
dertake, this enterprise, l.dd David, in depend- 
ancc on God's being with me, 'tor I have had 
experience already of Ills affiftance ; for 1 once 
purified after and caught a lion that a ill. nit ed 
my flocks, and took away a lamb from than, 
and I {hatched the lamb out of the wild bean’s 
mouth, and when Tte leaped upon, me with 
violence, I took him by the tail, and dallied 
him againfl the ground. In the lame manner 
did I avenge myielf on a hear alio; and let 
this adverfary of ours be clleemed like one of 
thefe wild bealls, lince he has a long while re¬ 
proached our army, and blalphemed our bind, 
who yet will reduce him under my power.” 

4. However, Saul prayed that the end 
might he, by God’s affiftance, not difagrecoble 
to the alacrity and boldnefs of the child ; and 
faid, “ Go thy .way to the fight.” So he put 
about him his breafl-plate, and girded on hi, 
fword, and fitted the helmet to his head, a: J. 
lent him away. But David was burdened with 
his armour, for he had not been eriercilfid to 
it, nor had he learned to walk with if; 10 he 
faid, “Let tins armour be thine, O king, who 
art aisle to bear it; but give me iea\e to 
fight as thy fervant, and as 1 myfeif defire.” 
Accordingly he laid by the arrnom, and taking 
1ns fluff with him, and putting five Hones out 
of the-brook into a thepherd’s bag, and having 
a fling in his right hand, he went towards Go¬ 
liath. But the adverfary feeing him eo-uc in 
fuch a manner, diidained him, and jelled upon 
him, as if he had not fuch weapons upon him 
as aie ufual when one man fights a-;., in ft an¬ 
other, but fuch as are tiled in driving aw a, 
and avoiding of dogs; and laid, “ Den thou 
take me not for a man but. a dog To which 
he replied, No, not for a dog, but for a cina¬ 
ture worfc than a dog. This provoked Goli¬ 
ath to anger, who thereupon curfcd him by 
the name of God, and tlireaterfed to give hr; 
flefli to the beads of the earth, and to the fowls 
of the air, to he tom in pieces by them. To 

whom 
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whom David anfwered, “ Thou comeft to me 
w.rii a fword, and with a fpear, and with a 
He.ul~pl.ite ; hut I have God for my armour in 
coming againft thee, who will deftroy thee, 
and all thy army by my hands ; for I will this 
day cut off thy he.id, and caft the other parts of 
thy body to the dogs, and all men fhall learn, 
that God is the protector of the Hebrews, and 
tn.it our .armour and our itrength is, in his pro¬ 
vidence, and that without God’s affiflance all 
other warlike preparations and power is life- 
Ids." So the Philiflines being retarded by the 
weight of his armour, when he attempted to 
meet David in hade, came on but flowly, as 
defpifmg him, and depending upon it that he 
mould ilay him, who was both unarmed, and 
a child alfo, without any trouble at all. 

r. But the youth met his-antagonifl, being 
accompanied with an inviiihlc afliftant, who 
was no oilier than God himfelf. And taking 
one of the hones that he had out of the brook, 
and had put into his fhepherd’s bag, and fitting 
it to his fling, he flang it againft the Phiiiitine. 
'J’his Rone fell upon his forehead, and funk into 
his brain, mfomuch that Goliath was ftunneil, 
and fDll upon his face. So David ran, and 
11 ;<id upon his advorl'ary as he lay down, and 
cut off liis head with his own fword; for he 
had no I'word him half. And upon the fall of 
< h'b.uh, the Phi!iilines were beaten, and fled : 
fur when they law their champion profiratc on 
the ground, they were afraid of the entire if- 
fue of their affairs, and rciolvcd not. to ilay any 
longer, hut committed themfelves to an igno¬ 
minious and indecent flight, and thereby cn¬ 
ee.mimed to favc themfelves from the dangers 
they were in. But Saul, and the entire army 
of the Hebrews, made a fhout, and ruined 
upon them, and flew a great number of them, 
and purfued the reft to the borders of C fatly and 
to the gates of Ekron; fo that there were (lain 
•pf the PhTidbus thirty thoufand, and twice as 
many wounded. But Saul returned to (heir 
camp, and pulled their fortification to pieces, 
and burnt it ; but David carried the head of 
Goliath into his own tent, but dedicated his 
fword to God j yt the tabernacle]. 


CHAP. X. 

Saul envies Davie/ for bis glorious Succefs , and 
takes an Oecafion of entrapping him , f ern the 
P row: fe he made him of giving him bi$Daugh~ 
ter in Marriage, but this upon Condition of his 
bringing him fix hundred Heads of the Phil- 
fines. 

A 

§ I. TV"TOW the women were an oecafion of 
JL v Saul’s envy and hatred to David . 
for they came to meet their victorious army 
with cymbals, and drums, and all demonlb 
tions of joy, and fang thus : The wives fed 
that; u Saul hath (lain his many thoufand • me 
Philiflines.” The virgins replied, that “ David 
hath flain his ten thoulands.” Now when tie 
king heard them ringing thus, and that he had 
himfelf the fmallcft fhare in their commenda¬ 
tions, and that the greater number, the ten 
thoulands, were aferibed to the young man ; 
and when he confidercd with himfelf, that 
there was nothing more wanting to David, af ¬ 
ter fuch a mighty applaufc, but the kingdi 1 
he began to he afraid and fufpicious of David. 
Accordingly he removed him from the Ration 
he was in before, for he was his armour-bear¬ 
er, which out of fear feemed to him much too 
near a llation for him; and fo he made him 
captain over a thoufand, and bellowed on him 
a poll better indeed in itfelf, but, as he thought, 
more for his own fecurity; fo; he had a mind 
to fend him againft the enemy, and into battles, 
as hoping he would be flain in fuch dangerous 
conflicts. 

2. But David had God going along with 
him whitherfoever he went, and accordingly 
he greatly profpered in his undertakings, and 
it was viiible that he had mighty fuccefles; in- 
fomuch, that Saul’s daughter, who was ftill a 
virgin,, fell in love with him ; and her affection 
f <6 far prevailed over-, her, that it could ndrA-s- 
contccalcd, arid her father became acquainted 
with iri- Now Saul heard this gladly, as in¬ 
tending fo make life of it for 4 lnare again ft 
David, and lie hoped that it would prove the 
caufe of deih ucrion and of hazards to him j fi> 
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he told thofe that informed liim of his daugh¬ 
ter’s affection, that he would willingly give 
David the virgin in marriage, and faid, “ I en- 
- gage myfelf to marry my daughter to him if 
he will bring me * fix hundred heads of my 
•enemies, fuppofiAg, that when a reward fo 
ample was propofed to him, and when he 
ihould aim to get him great glory by underta¬ 
king a thing fo dangerous and incredible, lie 
wriidd immediately let about it, and fo perilh 
i'V the Philiftines, and my defigns about him 
wil'i fuccecd finely to my mind ; for I fliall be 
r - vd from him, and get him llain, not by my- 
fef, .mi by another man.” So he gave order 
to his fervants, to try how David would relilh 
this propofal of marrying the damiel. Accord¬ 
ingly they began to fpeakthus to him, that king 
Saul loved him, as well as did all the people, 
and that he was defirous of his affinity by the 
marriage of this damiel. To v/hich he gave 
tliis anfwcr, “Secmethit to you a light thing to 
he made the king’s fon-in-lawi It does not feem 
f m me, efpecially when I am one of a family 
lb it is low, and without any glory or honour.” 
Now when haul was informed by his fervants 
what anhver David had made, he laid, u Tell 
him, that 1 do not want any money, nor dow¬ 
ry from him, which would be rather to let my 
daughter to fade, than to give her in marriage ; 
but I defire only fuch a ion-in-law as hath in 
him fortitude, and all other kinds of virtue, of 
which he faw David was pofiefled ; and that Ids 
defire was to receive of him, on account of his 
marrying his daughter, neither gold, nor lil- 
vr.r, nor that he Ihould bring fuch wealth out ; 
(n his father’s houfes, but only feme revenge ! 
* on the Philiftines, and indeed fix hundred of I 
their heads, than which, a more defirable or ; 
a more gloiious prefent could not be brought 
.him,; atid that he had much rather obtain this. 
Than any of the accuftomcd dowries for his 
daughter, viz. that fhe Ihould be married to a 

* Jclephus fays thrift in this chapter, and twice after¬ 
wards, chap- xi. 2. and B. VII. chap i. § 4. i. e. five times 
in all, that Saul required not a bare hundred of the forf-ns 
Af the Phiiiltines, but fst hundred of their heads. r f’hc Scp- 
it have one hundred foreikins, but the Syriac and 


imn of that character, and to one who had a 
lefts tnony as having Conquered his enemies.” 

m W IILN thofe woivi ; nt haul wete brought 
to David, lie was pica fid with them, ami fup- 
poled that Saul was rcahy detirous of this at- 
•finity with him ; fo that without beat'og iff 
deliberate any longer, nr calling about in If 
mind whether what was propofed was pobihUu 
jj or was difficult or not, he and his companions 
immediately fet upon tlie enemy., and went 
about doing wh.it was propofed as the condi¬ 
tion of the marriage. Accordingly, became h 
was God who made all things caiy and pofiibla 
to David, he flew many j of the Philiftines'; 
and cut off fhe heads of fix hundred of them, 
and came to the king, and by nie'v'mg him 
thele heads of the I’hihfiines, reoulvcd that ha 
might have his daughter in man iage. Accord - 
ingly, Saul havii •» no vac / of g n'ug off hi;-, en¬ 
gagements, as tlmilu gg it a bud: thirty, eh her to 
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Ihw David, upon Saul'.s laying Snares for him , 

did yet efcape the Dangers he vans in, by the 

Ajfcttion and Care of Jonathan, and the Cl v- 

trivauccs of his Wife lDnl.il; and hew he 

came to Samuel the Prof-L et. . 

1 

§ I- T TQWEVER, Saul was tm. thy ofid to 
1 JL perfevere long in the bum who. fin 
he was; for when he faw that fit .rid tms hi 
great efteem, both with God and with the 
multitude, he was afraid ; and being not able 
to conceal his fear as concerning things. 

Ins 

Arabic two N"w fiat tbefe were not 

with our other copies., leaf heads with }ofq-i'u:-.’s u>ju v 
feemsfomewlr.it probable from 1 Sam. v;' .. a.'where aiJ 
copies fay, that it was with the houi> of lu;h I'hilifi'.net* 
that David might teconctlc hinsfdf ... hi. mafi,-rSa«l. 
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lid mailer Saul. 
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and under (he vehement agitation of a fpirit, 
and *' putting off his garments, he fell down, 
and lay on the ground all that day and night, 
in the prefence of Samuel and David. 

(i. And David went thence, and came to 
Jonathan, the fon of Saul, and lamented to him 
what fnarcs were laid for him by his father ; 
and fdd, That “ though he had been guilty of 
no evil, nor had offended a gain ft him, yet he 
was very zealous to get him killed.” Hereup¬ 
on Jonathan exhorted him not to give credit to 
Inch his own fufpicions, nor to the calumnies 
of thole that railed thole reports, if there were 
any that did fo, but to depend on him, and 
take courage, for that his father had no fuch 
intentions, fince he would have acquainted him 
with that matter, and taken his advice, had it 
been fo, as he uled to confult with him in 
common when he a died in other affairs. But 
David fware to him, that fo it was, and he de- 
fin:*! him rather to believe him, and to provide 
for his fafety, than to defpife what he, with 
•great fmcerity, told hint: that he would be¬ 
lieve what he laid, when he fhould either fee 
him killed himfelf, or learn it upon enquiry 
from others : and that tl e reafott why his fa¬ 
ther did not tell him of thcle things was this, 
that he knew'of the frienufhip and affection 
that he bore towards him. 

IIi;ri'ITVon when {onathan found that 
this intention of Saul's was fo well attefted, he 
aikecl him, “ What ’ne would have him do for 
him?” To which David replied, “ 1 am ien- 
fihle that thmi art willing to gratify mein every 
thing, and procure me whr.l I del ire : Now to¬ 
morrow is the new moon, and I was acouftomed 
to fit clown then with the king at fupper; now 
if it from good to thee, I will go oat of the city, 
and conceal myf-li privately there ; and if Saul 
e.iquife why I am anient, tell him that I am 
p.no-no my ov/n ci'y Bethlehem, to keep a fel- 
<t:v:n v/iih my own tribe; and acid this alfo, 
that thou gaveft me h ave fo to do. And if he 

pmra the mod probable. Nor does the former deferiptinn 
<>{ Saul’s real infpiration by the divine fpirit, i bam. x. 9, 
- -i-i. Articj. B. VI. chap. iv. § 2. which was before he 
•war. become wkked, well a^ree with the dcfcriptiuiis bo 
fo'.e us. \ 


fay, as is ufually faid in the cafe of friends the 
are gone abroad, it is well that he went, the. 
affurc thyfclf that no latent mifehief or enmity 
may he feared at his hands ; but if he anfwet 
otherwife, that will he a hire iign that he hath 
fome defigns againft me. Accordingly thoR 
{halt inforya me of thy father’s inclinations ; at, 
that out of pity to my cafe, and out of thy 
‘fricndfhip for me, as inftanccs of which friemi- 
j fhip thou haft vouchfafed to accept of the allu- 
ranees of my love to thee, and to give tin- like 
a durances to me, that is, thole of a mailer in 
his fervant ; hut if thou difeovereft any wicD-,1- 
nels in me, do thou prevent thy father,VAT kill 
me thyfelf.” 

8. But Jonathan licard tliefe lift words with 
indignation, and promifctl to do v, itat he dc- 
S fired of him, and to inform him if hi., father’.- 
! anlvveru implied any thing of a nickmeho'y na¬ 
ture, and any enmity againft him : And that he 
might the mote firmly depend upon him, be¬ 
took him out into the open field, into the pure 
air, and fware that he would needed- nothing 
that might tend to the prefervation of David ; 
and he faid, I appeal to that God, 'who, as 
thou I cell, is diffulcd every whcie., and know- 
cth this intention of mine, before i explain it 
| in words, as the witnefs of this my covenant 
with thee, that I will not leave off to make 
frequent trials of the purpofc of my father, till 
1 learn whether there be any lurking difteniper 
in the fccrctcft parts of his foul; and when f 
have learnt it, I will not conceal it from thee, 
but will difrover it to thee, whether he he gent- 
I !y or peevilhly difpofed : for this God himfelf 
knows, that 1 pray he may always be with 
thee ; for he is with thee now, and will not 
forfake thee, and will make tine fuperior to 
thine enemies, whether my father be one of 
! 'them, or whether I myfelf be fuch. -Do thou 
j only remember what we. now Jo ; and if ifftlf 
I out that I die, preferve my children alive, and 


| * ‘What.jjp meant by Saul’s lying damn tailed all that day, 

and all that night, i S.un. xix. 24. and whether any mure 
than laying abide his royal apparel, -or upper garments, jag 
Jofephu* feems to underhand it, is by no means ceframT’ 
See the note on Antiq. B. VIII. chap. xiv. j 2. 
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requite what klndnefles thou Iiaffc now received | 
to them.” When he had thus tworn, lie cli 1 - 
miffed David, bidding him go to a certain place 
of that plain wherein he ufed to perform his ex- 
verdfes ; for that, as foon as he knew the mind 
\ • ' his father, he would come thither to him, 
'with one fervant only ; and “ if, fays he, l 
thnot three darts at the mark, and then bid my 
(WY,mt to carry thefe daits away, for they are ; 
bvii :c him, know them that there is no mil- 
■ hid to be feared from my father ; but if thou 
h\ .• cf! me Jav the contrary, expert the cou- 
ir, rv from the king : however, thou limit gain 
j. ■ by my means, and (halt by no means 
hi lie any harm ; but fee thou dole not forget 
what 1 have delircd of thee, in the time of thv 
profprritv, and be forviec able to my children.” j 
Now D ;\ id, when he had received thole afiur- 
mn.es fiom ionalhan, went his way to the; 
pls.e apodoted. 

q. In: r on the next; day, which was the 
new moon, the king, when he had purified 
bin licit', as the euilom was, came to flipper ; 
and when there fit by him his lbn Jonathan on 
his righ* hand, and Aimer, the captain of his 
holly on the other hand, lie law David’s leat 
was empty, but laid nothing, fuppoling that he 
had not purified himfell lince he had accom¬ 
panied with Ills wife, and fo could not he pre¬ 
lent ; but when he law that lie was not there 
the fecund day of the month neither, he en¬ 
quired of his Ion Jonathan, why the Ion of 
lefTe did not come to the flipper and the feafl, 
neither the day before, nor that day? So Jona¬ 
than laid, That “ he was gone, according to 
the agreement between them, to his own city, 
wHierc his tribe kept a fellival, and that by his 
permillion ; that he alfo invited him to come 
to their facrifiee : and, fays Jonathan, if thou 
wilt giv£ me leave, I will go thither ; for thou 
knoweft the good-will that I bear him.” And 
then it was that Jonathan underflood his fa¬ 
ther’s hatred to David, and plainly law his en¬ 
tire difpoiition ; for Saul fcould riot rellrain his 
anger, but reproached Jonathan, ^id called 
him the fon of a runagate, and an enemy ; ' 
jfcld faid, “ He was a partner with David, and 


lii. alliilaut ; and that by this hdrivkur be. 
ihrwed lie had no repaid to himleli, or tc» his 
mother; and would not be pet funded of this, 
that, while David is alive, their kingdom was 
not Secure to them.” Yet dill he bid him fend 
ha him, that he might he pundhci I, And 
when Jonathan laid, in anfwer. What hath he 
done, that thou wilt punitb him ? Sm) no 
ioniser contented himleli to exurels Ins a-ngor 
in hare words, lnit inatched up his iprar, and 
leaped upon him, and was dclirous to kill him. 
He did not indeed do what lie intended, be 
cattle he was hindered by Jus Irtends ; but it, 
appeared plainly to bis Ion, that he hated Da¬ 
vid, and greatly dcl’.red to di I patch him, info- 
much, that he had almoll ilain his Ion with 
his own hands on Iris account. 

jo. A xu then it was that the king’s fon 
rofc hadiiy from (upper ; and being not able 
to admit any thing into his mouth for grief, 
lie wept all night, both bccaule he bad himfidf 
been near defl'rudiion, and bcoaufe the death of 
David was determined : Hut as loon as u w as 
day, lie went out into the plain that was h'hae 
the city, as going to perform his excreiks, hut 
in reality to inform his friend wha; diijiobiion 
his father was in towai'ds him, as be bad .-greed 
with him to do. And v hen Jonathan had 
done what had been thus agreed, he difmiiTed 
his lervant that follov/ed him, i > return to the. 
city, but he himfelf went into the defart, and 
came into his pretence, and communed with 
him. So David appeared, and fell at Jona¬ 
than’s feet, and bowed down to him, and rai¬ 
led him the preferver of his foul : But lie lifted 
him up from the earth, and they mutually 
embraced one another, and made a long greet¬ 
ing, and that not without tears. They alto 
lamented their age, and that familiarity which 
envy would deprive them of, and that fepara- 
tion 'which mull now he expedit'd, which lean¬ 
ed to them no better than death itfeif. So re- 
colledling themfclvcs at length from their la¬ 
mentation, and exhorting one another to be 
mindful of the oaths they had fworn to each 
other, tliev parko! afunder. 

t C C I-I A P. 
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Mow David fled to Ahimclcch , and afterwards 
to the Kings of the Phil fines , and of the 
Moabites ; and how Saul flew Ahimelecb 
and his Family. 

§ I. - Q UT David fled from the king, and 
jTjJ that death he was in danger of by 
him, and came to the city Nob, to Ahimelech j 
the prieR, who, when he faw him coining all 
alone, and neither a friend nor a Servant with | 
him, he wondered at it, and dclived to learn of 
him the cattle why there was nebody with 
him ? To which David anfwered. That the | 
king had commanded him to do a certain thing jj 
that was to he kept fecrct, to which, if he had 
a mind to know fo much, he had no occafion 
for any one to accompany him ; however, 1 
have ordered my Servants to meet me at fuch 
and fuch a place.” So he defired him to let 
him have fomewhat to cat ; and that in cafe 
He would fupply him, he would add the part 
of a friend, and he addling to the bufinds he 
was now about: And when he had obtained 
what he dclired, he alfo afked him whether he 
had any weapons with him*, either fword or 
fpear ? Nov/ there was. at Nob a fervant 
of Saul’s, by birth a Syiian, whofe name was 
Dor g, one that kept the king’s nudes. The. 
high pried: faid, that he had no fuch weapons, 
but he added, “ Here is the fword of Goliath, 
which, when thou hadll flairr the P.hiliftine, 
thou didft dedicate to God.” 

2 . When David had received the fword, 
he fled out of the country of the Hebrews into 
that of the Philillines,' over which Achifh reign¬ 
ed : And when the king’s fervants knew him,, 
and he was made known to the king himfelf, 
the fervants informing him that he was that 
David who had killed many ten thovfands 
of the Philifkin.es, David was afraid led the 
king ihould put him to death, and that he 
ihould experience that danger from him which 
he had efcaped from Saul ; fo he pretended 
to be didradted and mad, fo^JptTfis fpittle 
ran out of his mouth, and be r did other the 
like addons before the king of Gath, which 


might make him believe that they proceeded 
from fuch a didemper. Accordingly the king 
was very angry at his fervants, that they had 
brought him a madman ; and he gave order that 
they Ihould ejed David immediately [out of the 

cit y]- , . 

3 . So when David had efcapcd in this man¬ 
ner out of Gath, he came to the tribe of Ju¬ 
dah, and abode in a cave by the city of Adul- 
latn. Then it was that he lent to his brethren,, 
and informed them where he was, who then 
came to him with all their kindred, and ,c: 
many others as were either in want, or in 
fear of king Saul, came and made a bogy to¬ 
gether, and told him, they were ready to 
obey his orders: They were in all about four 

I hundred. Whereupon he took courage, now 
fuch a force and alfillance was come to him ; 

1 r 

\ fo he removed thence, and came to the king 
of the Moabites, and defired him to entertain 
his parents in his country, while the iifue of 
his affairs were in fuch an uncertain condition., 
The king granted him this favour, and paid 
great refpedts to" David’s parents all tl 4 “' 
they were with him. 

4 . As for himfelf, upon the prophet’s com¬ 
manding him to leave the defart, and to go 
into the portion of the tribe of Judah, and 
abide there, he complied therewith ; and com¬ 
ing to the city Hareth, which was in that 
tribe, he remained there.. Notv when Saul 
heard that David had been feen with a multi¬ 
tude about him, he fell into np iinall difturb- 
ance and trouble: But as he knew that David 
was a bold and courageous man, he fufpedted 
that fomewhat extraordinary would appear 
from him, and that openly alio, which would 
make him weep,,and put him into diftrefs ; fo 
he called together, to him his friends, and his 
commanders, and the tribe from which he was 
himfelf derived, to the hill where his palace 
was ; and fitting upon, a place called Aroura , 
his courtiers that were in dignities, and the 
guards of his body, "being with-him-, he fpakc 
thus to tlmm : “You that are men of my own 
tribe, l conclude, that you remember the be- 
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tcfits that I have bellowed upon you ; and thefe things, not to gratify David, but Saul 
hat I have •made foinc of you owners of land, himfclf: and he faid, “ 1 did not know that 
ml made you commanders, and bellowed he was thy adverfary, but a iervant of thine, 
oils of honour upon you, and fet fomeofyou who was very faithful to thee, and a captain 
yer the common people, and others over the over a thoufand of thy fiddlers ; and, what 
(filters; I ailc you, therefore, whether you is more than thefe,. thy fon-indaw and kirtf- 
vpclt greater and more donations from the man. Men do not ufe to conicr iuch favours 
on of Jcffie ? for I know that you are all in- on their adverfaries, but on thole who are ef- 
clinable to him ; even my own fon Jonathan teemed to hear the higheft good-will and re- 
himfclf is of that opinion, and perluades you to peel to them. Nor is this the firll time that I 
be of the fame; for I am not unacquainted with prophefied for him, but I have done it often,, 
tin >at!is and the covenants that are between and at other times, as well as now. And when 
him and David, and that Jonathan is a eoimfel- he told me that he was font by thee in great 
’ ;m allillant to tliofe that confpirc a- hafte to do fomewliat, it l had furnilhed him 
gainu me, and none of you are concerned a- with nothing that he defired, 1 fhould have- 
bout thefe things, hut you keep lilenec, and thought that it was rather in contradiction to 
-watch to fee what will be tlie up (hot of thefe thee than to him : Whereiore do not thou cn- 
tllings,” When the king had done his fpeech, tertain any ill opinion or me, nor do thou have 
not one of the rell of thole that were prelent a fufpicion of what. I then thought an alt of 
made any anfwci ; hut Doeg, the Syrian, who humanity, from what is now told thee of Da- 
fed his mules, laid, that he faw David when vid’s attempts again It thee, lor 1 did then to 
he came to the city Nob, to Ahimelech, the him as to thy friend and fon-in-law, and cap- 
high pridl; and that he learned future events tain of a thouiand, and not as to thine adver- 
by his prophetying : that lie received food from fary.” 

him, an! the fword of Goliath, and was con- " 6. When the high-prieft had fpoken thus, 

ducted by him with Jceurity to fuch as he de- he did not perfuade Saul, his fear was fo pre¬ 
fired, to go to. valent, that he could not give credit to an apo- 

5. Saul therefore fent for the high pried, logy that was very juft : So he commanded his 
and for all his kindred, and laid to them, armed men that flood about him to kill him, and 

“ What terrible or ungrateful thing haft thou all his kindred ; but as they durft not touch the 

buffered from me, that thou haft received the high-pried, but were more afraid of diiobey- 

fon of Jelfe, and haft bellowed on him both ing God than the king, he ordered Doeg, the 
food and weapons, when he was contriving to Syrian, to kill them. Accordingly he took to 
get the kingdom ? And farther, why diclft thou his affifiance fuch wicked men as were like 
deliver oracles to him concerning futurities ? himfelf, and flew Ahimelech and his family, 
for thou collided not be unacquainted that he which were in all three hundred and c-ighty- 
was fled away from me, and that he hated my five. Saul alfo fent to * Nob, the city of the 

family.” But the high pried did not betake priefts, and flew all that were there, without 

himfelf to deny what he had done, but con- /paring either women or children, or any other 
felled boldly that he had fupplied him. with age 

* This city Nob was not a city allotted'to the priefb, five in the Septtwgint-. I prefer Jofephus’s number, the 
nor had the prophets, that we know of, any particular Hebrew having I fuppofe only dropped the hundreds, the 
cities allotted them. It feenw the tabernacle was now at other the tens. This city Nob ieerns to have been (he chief. 
Nob, and probably a fchool of the prophets war. here alfo. or perhaps the only feat of the family of Ithainar, which here 
It was full two days journey on foot from Jcruf.dcm, perifhed, recording to Cod’s former terrible threatenings 
j Sdm. xxi. 5. The number of priefts here ftaiu in Jofc- to Eli, r Sam. ii. 27,-30. ili. 11,— 13 . lice chap, xn , 
phus is three hundred and' eighty-mve, and but eighty-five § 9. hereafter- 
yVatjr Hebrew copies, yet are they three hundred and 
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age, and'burnt it; only there Was one fori ,of 
Ahimelech, whofe name was Abiathar , who 
efcaped. However thefe things came to pafs 
as God had foretold to Eli the high prieft, 
when he faid that his pofterity, fhould be de¬ 
ployed, on account of the tranfgrefiion of his 
two fons. 

7. * Now this Icing Saul, by perpetrating 
So barbarous a crime, and murdering the whole 
family of thfe high pried ly dignity, by having 
no pity of the infants, nor reverence for the 
aged, and by overthrowing the city which God 
had chofen for the property, and for the fup- 
port of the prielts and prophets which were 
there, and had ordained as the only city allotted 
for the education of i'uch men, gives ail to un- 
derfland and ennfider the difpofition of men, 
that while they are private perfons, and in a 
low condition, bccaufe it is not in their power 
to indulge nature, nor to venture upon what 
they with for, they arc equitable and moderate, 
and puriue nothing but what is juft, and bend 
their whole minds and labours that way; then 
it is that they have this belief about God, that 
he is prelent to all the a&ions of their lives/ 
and that he does not only fee the a&ions that 
are done, but clearly knows thofe their thoughts 
alio whence thofe actions do arife : But when 
once they are advanced into power and autho¬ 
rity, then they put off all fuch notions, and as 
if they were no other than aCtors upon a thea¬ 
tre, they lay afide all their difguifed parts and 
manners, and, take up boldnefs, infolence, and 
a contempt of both human and divine law®; 
and this at a time when they cfpecially ftand in 
need of piety and righteoufnefs, bccaufe they 
are then moll of all expefed to envy, and all 
they think, and all they fay, are in the view of 
ail men ; and then it is that they become fo in- 
Tolent in their a felons, as though God law them 

* This fe&ion contains an admirable rcfle&inn of 'Jofe- 
pnus, concerning the general wtekednefs of men in great 
authority, anti the danger they are in of rejeriing that re¬ 
gard to juflice anti humanity, to. divine providence and.the 
fear of God, which they either re illy had^iOt-.preteadedt" 
to have, while they were in a lower condition. It can ne- 
v»er be?too often perufed by kings and great men, nor by 
-thofe who experi to obtain fuch elevated dignities among 


no longer, or were afraid of them bccaufe of 
their power : and wh&tfoever it i: th u they are 
afraid of by the rumours they tcv \ or they 
hate by inclination, or they h without rea- 
fon, thefe feem to them to ’ thentic, and 

firm, and true, and pleafing both to men an fl 
to God ; but as to what will cot ic hereafter*, 
they have not the leaf! regard to it. They 
raife thofe to honour indeed who have been at 
a great deal of pains for them, and after that 
honour they envy them ; and when they have 
brought them into high dignity, they do* not 
only deprive them of what they had obtained, 
but, on that very account, of their in v n aho, 
and that on wicked accufations, and fuch as, 
on account of their extravagant nature, are 
incredible. They alfo puniih men for their 
adions, not fuch as deferve condemnation, hut 
from calumnies and accufations without exami¬ 
nation g and this extends not only to fuch as 
deferve to be punifhed, but to as many as they 
are able to kill. This reflection is openly con¬ 
firmed to us from the example of Sa ,1, the fon 
of Kilh, who was the firft king who reigned 
after-our ariftocracy and government ugder the 
Judges were over ; and that by his daughter 
of three hundred priefts and prophets, on occa- 
fion of his fufpicion about Ahimelech, and by 
the additional wickednefs of the overthrow of 
their city; and this, as if he were endeavour¬ 
ing in feme fort to render the temple [taber¬ 
nacle,] deftitute both of priefts and prophets y 
which endeavour he fhewed by flaying fo 
many of them, and not fullering the very 
city belonging to them to remain, that fo 
others might fucceed them. 

8. But Abiathar, the fon of Ahimelech. 
who alone could be faved out of the family of 
priefts fiain by Saul, fled to David, and in- 

v formed 

mankind. See the like refleflrot* of our Jofephus, 
Antiq. B. VII. chap. i. § 5. at the end, and B. VIII. chap. 
X. § 2. at ,the beginning.' They are to the like purport 
with one branch, of Agur’j prayer, One thing have I re¬ 
quired °f thtf t dint »fe it net before J.die-; give me net ijkbfft 
left I be full, and deny thee, and fay, koho it the Lord? .P»r, 
7,8,9. / H'**’ ! * r if 
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formed him of the calamity that had befallen 
their family, and of the {laughter of his father : 
Who hereupon faid, “ He was not unapprized 
of what would follow with relation to them 
when he faw Docg there; for he had then a j 
■ ifpicion that the high pried would he falfely j 
Acufed by him to the king, and he blamed j 
himfelf as having been the caufe of this misfor¬ 
tune.” Hut lie deiired him to day there, and 
abide with him, as in a place where he might 
lie better concealed than any where elfe. i 


C II A P. XIII. 

I Iw.zv David, w 'hen he had twice the Opportuni¬ 
ty oj killing Saul , did not kill him. jUfj 
concerning the Death of Samuel and Ntlnd. 

§ i. A BOUT tliis time it was that David 
_lL heard how the l’hilitlines had made 
an inroad into the country of Kedah, and rob¬ 
bed it ; fo lie offered himfelf to fight ngainft 
them, if God, when he fhoukl he confulted 
by the prophet, would grant him the victory. 
And when the prophet laid, that God gave a 
fignal of victory, he made a fudden onfet upon 
thePhilidines, with his companions, and he Hied 
a great deal of their blood, and carried off their 
prey, and itayed with the inhabitants of Kedah 
till they had iecurely gathered in their corn and 
their fruits. However, it was told Saul the 
king, that David was with the men of Keilah; 
for what had been done, and the great fucccTs 
that had attended him, were not confined a- 
mong the people where the things were done, 
but the fame of it went all abroad, and came 
W the hearing of others, and both the fad as 
it flood, and the author of the DU, were car¬ 
ried to the king’s cars. Then was Saul glad 
when hejhcard David was in Keilah ; and he 
laid, “ God hath now put him into my hands, 
fince he hath obliged him to come into a city j 
that hath walls, and gates, and barsSo lie 
commanded all the people to fet upon Keilah 
luddenly, and when they had belieged and ta¬ 
ken it, to kill David. But when David per- 
sdked this, and learned of God, that if he 
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flayed there, the men of Keilah would deliver 
him up to Saul, he took his four humlred men, 
and retired into a debut that was over a city 
ca’lcd Kngcdi. So when the king heard that 
he was fled away' from the men of Keilah, he 
Wlf oil'his expedition againfl him. 

:. Then David removed thence, and came 
to a certain place called the New Phnr, belong¬ 
ing to Ziph ; where Jonathan, the foil of Saul, 
came to him, and fainted him, and exhorted 
him to be of good courage, and to hope well 
as to his condition hereafter, and not to de- 
fpond at his prefent circurnfiance.’., for that he 
ihould he king, and have all the forces of the. 
Hebrews under him ; but told him, that melt 
happinefs ufes to come with great labour and 
pains : they alfo took oaths, that they wou’d all 
their lives long continue ingood-wi'd and fidelity 
one to another; and he called God to witnefs, 
as to what execrations lie had trndc upon him¬ 
felf, it he ihould trunfgrcfs his covenant, and 
ihould change to a eontiary behaviour. So 
Junathnn left him there, having rendered h is 
ciires and fears form what lighter, and returned 
home. Now the men of Ziph, to gratify Saul, 
informed him that David-abode with them, and 
[allured him] that if he would come to them, 
they would deliver him up ; for tl.-’t if the king 
would fei/e on the fir,-its of Zip!), David could 
not cfcape to ivy other people. So tlve king 
commended, them, and tmhUi'ed that lie had 
rcaibn to than!: them, hccauib they imd gh\ u 
him information of lus enemy ; and he piomi- 
fed them, that it ihould nor he long ere he 
would requite their kinduefc. He a!ft) lent 
men to feck for David, and to fearch the vail- 
dernefs wherein he wa,s ; and. 1:“ m fiver Hi, 
that he himfelf would follow them. A>"c<>id- 
ingly they -went before the king, to leant for 
and to catch David, and ufed endeavours nor. 
only to ihew their good-will to San', \>y inform¬ 
ing him where his enemy was, but to evidence 
the fame more plainly by delivering; him np in¬ 
to his power, lint thefe n’in failed of thofe 
their unjuft and wicked defires, who, while 
they underwent no hazard by not utitovoring 

? D fueh 
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filch an ambition of revealing this to Saul, yet 
did they falfely accufe, and promife to deliver 
up a man beloved of God, and one that was 
unjuftly fought for to be put to death, and one 
that might otherwife have lain concealed, and 
this out of flattery, and expectation of gain 
from the king : For when David was apprized 
of the malignant intentions of the men of Ziph, 
and of the approach of Saul, he left the (traits 
of that country, and fled to the great rock that 
was in the wildernefs of Maon. 

3. Hereupon Saul made hafte to purfue 
him thither; for as he was marching, he 
learned that David was gone away from the 
(traits [of Ziph] ; and Saul removed to the 
other fide of the rock. But the report that the 
Phililtines had again made an ineurfion into 
the country of the Hebrews, called Saul ano¬ 
ther way, from the purfuit of David, when he 
was ready to be caught; for he returned back 
again to oppoie thofc Phililtines, who were na¬ 
turally their enemies, as judging it more nc- 
rdiary to avenge himfelf of them, than to take 
a great deal of pains to catch an enemy of his 
own, and to overlook the ravage that was made 
in the land. 

4. And by thefe means David unexpectedly 
efcaped out of the danger he was in, and came 
to the (traits of Engedi. And when Saul had 
driven’the Phililtines out of the land, there 
came lbme meflengers, who told him that Da¬ 
vid abode within the bounds of Iingedi : So 
lie took three thoufand chofeu men that were 
armed, and made hafte to him ; and when he 
veas not far from thofe places, he faw a deep 
and hollow cave by the way-fide ; it w r as open 
to a great length and breadth, and there it was 
that David, with his four hundred men, were 
concealed. When therefore he had great 00 
calion to cafe nature, he entered into it by 
himfelf alone; and being feen by. one of David’s 
companions, and he that faw him laying to 
him, “ That he had now, by God’s providence, 
an oppoitunity of avenging himfelf of his ad- 
verfary ; and adviling him to cut oft' his head, 
and fo deliver himfelf out of that tedious wan¬ 
dering condition, and the diftrefs he was in,” 


Q F THE JEWS. 

he rofe up, and only cut off the (kirt of that 
garment which Saul had on. But he foon re¬ 
pented of what he had done ; and faid, it was 
not right to kill him that was his mailer, and 
one whom God had thought worthy of the 
kingdom ; for that although he were wickedly 
difpofed towards us, yet does it not behove me 
to be fo difpofed towards him. But when Saul 
had left the cave, David came near, and cried out 
aloud, and defired Saul to hear him ; where¬ 
upon the king turned his face back, and David, 
according to cuftom, fell down on his face-lie- 
fore the king, and bowed to him ; and laid, 
“ O king,.thou oughteft not to hearken to wick¬ 
ed men, nor to fuch as forge calumnies, nor to 
gratify them fo far as to believe what they fay, 
nor to entertain fufpicions of fuch as are your 
bed friends, hut to judge of the difpofition of 
all men by their aClions ; for calumny deludes 
men, but mens own aClions are a clear demon- 
deration of their kindnefs. Words indeed, in 
their own nature, may be either true or fall'e, 
but mens aClions expofe their intentions naked¬ 
ly to our view ; By thefe therefore it would be 
well for thee to believe me, as to my regard to 
thee and to thy houfe, and not to believe thofe 
that frame fuch acculations again ft me as never 
came into my mind, nor are poflible to be ex¬ 
ecuted ; and do this farther by purfuing after 
my life, and have no concern, either day or 
night, but how to compafs my life, and to 
murder me, which thing I think thou doll un¬ 
juftly profecute : For how comes it about, that 
thou haft embraced this fall'e opinion about 
me, as. if I had a defire to kill thee ? Or how 
canft thou efcape. the crime of impiety towards . 
God, when thou wifheft thou couldell kill, and 
| deemed thine adverfary, a man who had it in his 
power this day to avenge himfelf, and to pun- 
ilh thee, , but would not do it, nor make ufe of 
fuch an opportunity, which, if it had fallen out 
to thee againft me, thou hadft not let it flip ? 
for when I cut off the (kirt of thy garment,, 
I could have done the fame to thy head.” So 
he (hewed him the piece of his garment, and 
| thereby made him agree to what he faid to be 

true r 
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true ; and added, “ I, for certain, have abftain- 
ed from taking * a juft revenge upon thee, yet 
art thou not alhamed to profecute me with un¬ 
juft hatred. May God do juftice, and determine 
about each of our difpoiitions.” But Saul was 
amazed at the ftrange delivery he had received ; 
and being greatly a Hefted with the moderation 
and difpofition of the young man, he groaned ; 
and when David had done the fame, the king 
anlwered, That “ he had the jufteft occafion 
to groan, for thou haft been the author of good 
to i,\e, as I have been the author of calamity 
to thee. And thou haft demonftrated this day, 
mat thou poflelleft the righteoufnefs of the an¬ 
cients, who determined, that men ought to fave 
their enemies though they caught them in a 
defart place. I am now perfuaded, that God 
referves the kingdom for thee, and that thou 
wilt obtain the dominion over all the Hebrews : 
Give me then alfurances upon oath, that thou 
wilt not root out my family, nor, out of re¬ 
membrance of what evil I have done thee, de- 
ftroy my pofterity, but fave and preferve my 
fioif'c.” So David fware as he defired, and font 
back Si. d to his own kingdom ; but be, and 
thofe that were with him, went up to the ftraits 
of Mafthcroth. 

5. About this time Samuel the prophet 
died. He was a man whom the Hebrews ho¬ 
noured in an extraordinary degree; for that 
lamentation which the people made for him, 
and this during a long time, manifefted his 
virtue, and the afleftion which the people bore 
for him ; as alfo did the folemnity and con¬ 
cern that appeared about his funeral, and 
about the complete obfervation of all his funcr- 
af rites. They buried him in his own city 
Ramah ; and wept for him a very great 
number of days, not looking on it as a forrow 
for the death of another man, but as that in 
which they were every one themfelves con¬ 
cerned. lie was a righteous man, and gentle 
in his nature, and on that account he was very 
dear to God. Now he governed and prefided 

* The phrafc in David’s fpeech to Saul, as fet down in 
Jjdejjhus, that he had Attained from jitjl revenge, puts me 
in mind of the like words in the Apoitolieal Conllitutivm. 


over the people alone, after the death of Eli 
the high prieft, twelve years, and eighteen 
years together with Saul the king. And thus 
wc have finifhed the hillory of Samuel. 

6. There was a man that was a Zi plate, 
of the city Maon, who was rich, and had a 
vaft number of cattle ; for he fed a Hock of 
three thoufand fheep, and another flock of a 
thoufand goats. Now David had charged his 
aftbeiatesto keep thefe flocks without hurt, and 
without damage, and to do them no mifehief, 
neither out of covetoufnefs, nor becaufe they 
were in want, nor becaufe they were in the 
wildernefs, and fo could not ealily be dilcovcr- 
cd, but to efteem freedom from injuftice above 
all other motives, and to look upon the touch¬ 
ing of what belonged to another man as an 
horrible crime, and contrary to the will of 
God. Thefe were the inftnttftions he gave, 
thinking that the favours he granted this mail 
were granted to a good man, and one that de¬ 
ferred to have Inch care taken of his affairs. 
This man was Naha!, for that was his name ; 
a harfh man, and of a very wicked life, being 
like a cynic in the courfe of his behaviour, hut 
ftill had obtained for his wife a woman of a 
good character, wile and handfome. To this 
Nabal therefore David fent ten men of his at¬ 
tendants, at the time when he fhcared his 
fheep, and by them faluted him ; and alfo 
wHired be might do what he now did for many 
years to come, but defired him to make him a 
prefent of what he was able to give him, fince 
he had, to be fure, learned from his fhepherds, 
that we had done them no injur}’, but had been 
their guardians a long time together while we 
continued in the wildernefs; and he aflured 
i him, he jfhould never repent of giving any 
thing to David. When the mefl'engers had 
: carried this meflage to Nabal, he accofted them 
after an inhuman and rough manner; for he 
afkcd them, who David was ? and when he 
heard that he was the fon of Jefle, “ Now is 

the 

B. VII. ch. ii. that revenge is not evil, hit that patience n 
more honourable ., 
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the time, faid he, tliat fugitives grow infolcnt, 
and make a figure, and leave their mailers.” 
Whc.n they told David this, he was wroth ; 
and commanded four hundred armed men to 
follow him, and left two hundred to take care 
of the Huff (for he had already * fix hundred) 
arid went again!! Nabal: he alfo fwore that he 
would that night' utterly deftroy the whole 
houfc and polfeflions of Nabal ; for that he 
was grieved, not only that he had proved un¬ 
grateful to them, without making any return 
for the humanity they had ihewn him, but 
that he had alfo reproached them, and ufed ill 
language to them, when he had received no 
caule of difgult from them. 

7. Hereupon one of thofe that kept the 
flocks of Nabal faid to his miftrefs, NabaPs 
wife, That “ when David fent to her hufband, 
lie had received no civil anfwcr at all from 
him, but that her hufband had moreover add¬ 
ed very reproachful language, while yet Da¬ 
vid had taken extraordinary care to keep his 
flocks from harm, and that what had palled 
would prove very pernicious to his mailer.” 
When the lervaut had laid this, Abigail, for 
that was the wife’s name, faddled her al- 
les, and loaded them with all forts of preients ; 
and, without telling her hufband any thing of 
what fhe was about, for lie was not fenliblc on 
account of his drunkennets, lire went to David, 
lihe was then met by David, as the was de- 
feending an hill, who was coming again!! Na¬ 
bal with the four hundred men. When the 
woman law David, Ihe leaped down from her 
a is, and fell on her face, and bovsed clown 

* The number of men that came firfl to David are 
diiliniltly in Jofephus, and in our common copies, but 
400. When be was at Kcilali iliil but 400, both in Jofe- 
phus and in the LXX 1 I. but 600 in our Hebrew copies, 
i Sam. xxiii. 13. fee xxx. <1, 10. Now the 600 there 
mentioned atv hi re intimated by Jofephus to have been fo 
many only by an augmentation of 200 afterward, which 
1 fug pole in the true folution of this feeming difagree- 
imni. 

f In this and the two next feftioas, we may perceive 
how Jofephus, nay, how Abigail herfelf, would under¬ 
hand, the not ave nf.ng ourjehies, but heaping coals of fire on 
she head of the info-nous, Prov. xxv. 25. Rom. xii. 22. not 
as we commonly do now, of melting them into kimlnefs, 
iiaituf leaving them to the judgment of God, to whom v&i- 
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to the ground ; and entreated him not to bear 
in mind the words of Nabal, linee he knew 
that he refeinblcd his name : now Nabal 
in the Hebrew tongue fignilies folly. So fhe 
made her apology, “ That fhe did not fee the 
meflengers whom he lent: Forgive me there¬ 
fore, faid Ihe, and thank God who hath bin-, 
dered thee from fhedding human blood ; for fo 
long as thoukeepeil thyfelf f innocent, lie will 
avenge thee of wicked men ; for what miferica 
await Nabal, they will fall upon the heads of 
thine enemies. Be thou gracious to me, end 
think me fo far worthy as to accept ihefe pre- 
fents from me ; and out of regard to me, remit 
that wrath and that anger which thou haft a- 
gain It my hufband, and his houie ; lor mild- 
nefs and humanity become thee, cipcciaily as 
thou art to be our king,” Accordingly David 
accepted her preients, and laid’, “ Nay, but, O 
woman, it was no other than God’s mercy 
which brought thee to us to-day, for otberwile 
thou hadft never leeu another day, I having ;J. 
fworn to deftroy Nabal’s houie this very night, 
and to leave alive not one of you who belong¬ 
ed to a man that was wicked and ungrateful to 
me and my companions; but now haft, thou 
prevented me, and fcafonahly mollified my 
anger, as being thyfelf under the care of God’s 
providence : But as for Nahal, although, for 
thy fake, he now eicape puniihrnent, he will 
not always avoid juflicc ; for his evil conduct, 
on fome other occalion, will he his ruin.” 

8. When David had faid this, he difmiffed 
the woman. But when the came home, and 

found 

I rennet' beiongefh, Dealt, xxxii. 35. Pf. xciv. 1. Ileb. j. 3.0. 

1 and who wilt take vengeance on the wicked. And linee 
all God’s judgments are juit, and all fit to be executed, 
and all at length for good, of the pcifons punifhed, I in- 

| dine to think that to be tin: meaning of this phrafe, of 
heaping coals of fire on their heads. v 

$ We may note here, that how facred, foever an oath 
was dlcemed among the people of God in old times, they 
did not think it obligatory where the action was plainly 
unlawful : For fo we fee it was in this cafe of David, 
who, although he had ivvorn to dcilroy Nabal and his fa¬ 
mily, yet does he here, and 1 Sam. xxv. 32, 33, 34. blefis 
God for preventing his keeping this oath, and from fired- 
ding of blood, as he had fworn to do. 
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found her hufband feafting with a great com¬ 
pany, and oppreffed with wine, fhe faid no¬ 
thing to him then about what had happened ; 
bhton the next day, when he was fober, fhe 
toluTum all the particulars, and made his whole 
body to appear like that of a dead man by her 
words, and by that grief which arofe from 
them ; fo Nabal furvived ten days, and no more, 
and then died. And when David heard of his 
death, he faid, That “ God had juftly avenged 
him of this man; for that Nabal died by his 
own'ivickednefs, and had iuffered punifhment 
un his account, while he had kept his own 
hands clean.” At which time he underflood, 
that the wicked are profecuted by God; that he 
does not overlook any man, but bellows on the 
good what is fuitable to them, and inflicts a de- 
ferved punifhment on the wicked. So lie fent 
to Nabal’s wife, and invited her to come to him, 
to live with him, and to be his wife. Where¬ 
upon flic replied to thofe that came, that fhe 
was not worthy to touch his feet; however 
/lie came with all her fervants, and became his 
wife, having received that honour on account 
of her wife and righteous courfe of life. She 
alfo obtained the fame honour partly on ac¬ 
count of her beauty. Now David had a wife 
before, which he married from the city Ahc- 
far ; for as to Michal, the daughter of king 
Saul, who had been David’s wife, her father 
had given her in marriage to Phalti, the foil 
of Laifh, who was of the city Gallim. 

9. After this came certain of the Ziphites, 
and told Saul, that David was come again in¬ 
to their country, and that if he would afford 
them his afiiflance they would catch him. So | 
he came to them with three thoufand armed 
men ; and upon the approach of the night, he j 
pitched his camp at a certain place called Ha- 
cJjilab. ’But when David heard that Saul was 
coming againft him, he font fpies, and bid them 
let him know to what place of the country 
Saul was already come : and when they told j 
him that he was at Hachilah, he concealed his 
going away from his own companions, and 
came .to Saul's camp, having taken with him 
Aliithai, hie filler Zeruiah’s fon, and Ahimelech, 
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the Hittite. Now Saul was afleep; and the 
armed men, with Abner their commander, lay 
round about him in a circle. Hereupon David 
entered into the king’s tent, but he did neither 
kill Saul, though lie knew where he lay, by 
the fpcar that was (luck down by him, nor did 
he give leave to Abilhai, who would have kil¬ 
led him, and was earnellJy bent upon it fo to 
do : For he faid, it was a horrid crime to kill 
one that was ordained king by God, although 
he were a wicked man ; for that he who gave 
him the dominion, would in time inilidt punifh¬ 
ment upon him.” So he re drained his eager- 
nefs: But that it might appear to have been in 
his power to have killed him when he refrain¬ 
ed from it, he took his fpcar, and the crufe of 
water which flood by Saul as be lay afleep, 
without being perceived by any in the camp, 
who were all afleep, and went fecurcly away, 
having performed every tiling among the king’s 
attendants that the opportunity afforded, and 
his boldnefs encouraged him to do. So what 
he had puffed over a brook, and was gotten up 
to the top of an hill, whence he might he fuf- 
ficiently heard, he cried aloud to Saul’s foldicrs, 
and to Abner their commander, and awaked 
them out of their fleep, and called both to him 
and to the people. Hereupon the commander 
heard him, and afked who it was that called 
him ? To whom David replied, “ It is I, the 
fon of Jeffc, whom you make a vagabond. 
But what is the matter ? Doll thou that art a 
man of fo great dignity, and of the lirfl rank 
in the king’s court, take fo little care of thy 
mailer’s body ? and is fleep of more confequcnce 
to thee than his prefervation, and thy care of 
him ? This negligence of yours deferves dcafh, 
and punifhment to be inflicted on you, who 
never perceived when a little while ago fome 
of us entered into your camp, nay, as far as to 
the king himfclf, and to all the reft of you. If 
thou look for the king’s fpear, and his crufe 
of water, thou wait learn what a mighty mis¬ 
fortune was ready to overtake you in your very 
Crimp without youfknowing of it.” Now when 
Saul knew David’s voice, and underftood, that 

3 E . when 
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when he had him in his power while he was 
afleep, and his guards took no care of him, 
yet did not he kill him, but fpared.him, when 
he might juftly have cut him off, he faid, 
That “he owed him thanks for his prefer- 
vation; and exhorted him to be of good 
courage, and not to be afraid of fuffering any 
mifchief from him any more, and to return 
to his own home; for he was now perfuad- 
cd, that he did not love himfelf fo well as 
lie was loved by him : that he had driven 
away him that could guard him, and had given 
many demonftrations of his good-will to him; 
that he had forced him to live fo long in a ftate 
of banifhment, and in great fears of his life, 
deftitute of his friends and his kindred, while Hill 
he was often hived by him, and frequently re¬ 
ceived his life again when it was evidently in 
danger of periihing. So David bid them fend 
for the fpear and the crulc of water, and take 
them back; adding this withal, That “God 
would be the judge of both their difpofitions, 

; nd of the a 61 ions that flowed from the fame, i 
who knows, that when it was this day in my ; 
power to have killed thee, 1 abflained from it.” 

io. Thus Saul having cfcaped the hands of 
David twice, lie went his way to his royal pa¬ 
lace, and his own city : But David was afraid, 
that if he flayed there he lliould lie caught by : 
Saul; fo he thought it better to go up into the 
land of the PhiHdines, and abide there. Ac¬ 
cordingly he came with the fix hundred men 
that were witli him, to Achifh, the king of Gath, 
which was one of their five cities. Now the 
king received both him and his men, and gave 
them a place to inhabit in. Me had with him 
alio his two wives, Ahinoam and Abigail, and 
he dwelt in Gath. But when Saul heard this, 
he took no farther care about lending to him, or 
roing after him, becaufe he had been twice in a 
manner caught by him, while he was himfelf 
endeavouring to catch him. However, David 
had no mind to continue in the city of Gath ; 
but deft red the king, that ftnee he. bad received 
him with Inch humanity, tftat he would grant 
him another favour, and bellow upon him feme 
place of that coup try for his habitation ; for,he 
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was afhamedjby living imthe city, to be griev¬ 
ous and burdenfome to him. So Achifh gave 
him a certain village called Ziklcfg; which place 
David and his ions were fond of when he v/.as 
king, and reckoned it to be their peculiar inhe¬ 
ritance. But about thofe matters we fliall give 
the reader farther information elfewherc. Now 
the time that David dwelt in Ziklag, in the 
land of the Philiflines, was four months and 
twenty days. And now he privately attacked 
thofe Gediurites and Amalckites that were 
neighbours to the Philiflines, and lakPwade 
their country, and took much prey of their 
beads and camels, and then returned home ; 
but David abflained from the men, as fearing 
they lliould difeover him to king Achifh, yet 
did he fend part of the prey to him as a free 
gift. And when the king enquired whom they 
had attacked when they brought away the prey, 
he laid, thofe that lay to the fouth of the jews,and 
inhabited in the plain ; whereby he perfuaded 
Achifh to approve of what he had (lone; for 
he hoped that David had fought againft his 
own nation, and that now he lliould hayc him 
for his fervant all his life long, and that he 
would day in his country. 

C El A P. XIV. 

Hoio Saul, upon Cod's not anpwering him con¬ 
cerning the Fight with the Philjhncs, de¬ 
fin'd a necromantic Woman to raife up the Soul 
of Samuel to him ; and how he died, with his 
Sons, upon the .Overthrow of the Hebrews in 
Battle. 

§ i. J\ BOUT the fame time the Philiftihes 
/i refolved to make war againd the Is¬ 
raelites, and lent to all their confederates that 
they would go along with them to the war to 
Reggan [near the city Shunem] ; whence they 
might gather themfelves together, and ludden- 
ly. attack the Hebrews. Then did Achifh, the 
king of Gath,,'defire David to adid them with 
his armed men againd the Hebrews. This he 
readily promifed ; and faid, that the time was 

now 
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now come wherein he might requite him for 
his kindnefs and hofpitality : So the king pro- 
mifed to make him the keeper of his body af- 
••r\hc victory, fuppofing that the battle with 
the enemy fucceeded to their mind : which pro- 
mi fe of honour and confidence he made on 
purpofe to increafe his zeal for his fervice. 

2. Now Saul; the king of the Hebrews, had 
caff out of the country the fortune-tellers, and 
the necromancers, and all fueh as exercifed the 
like arts, excepting the prophets. But when 
lie heard that the Phililliues were already come, 
ami had pitched their camp near to the city 
Shuncm, lituate in the plain, he made hafte 
to oppofe them with his forces : and when he 
was come to a certain mountain called Gilboa , 
he pitched his camp over againft the enemy; 
but when he law the enemy’s army, he was 
greatly troubled, becaufe it appeared to him to 
be numerous, and fuperior to his own ; and he 
enquired of God by the prophets concerning 
the battle, that he might know before-hand 
what would be the event of it. And when 
God did not aniwer him, Saul was under a 
hill greater dread, and his courage fell, fore- 
feeing, as was but rcafonable to luppofc, that 
mifehief would befal him, now God was not 
there to affbl him ; yet did he bid his fervants 
to enquire out for him feme woman that was a 
necromancer, and called up the fouls of the 
dead, that lb lie might know whether his af¬ 
fairs would fuceccd to his mind; for this fort 
of necromantic women, who bring up the fouls 
of the dead, do by them foretcl future events 
to fuch as defire them. And one of his fervants 
tojd him, that there was fuch a woman in the 
city Endor, but was known to nobody in the 
camp; hereupon Saul put off his royal ap¬ 
parel, and took two of tlicfe his fervants with 
him whom he knew to be moll faithful to 
him, and came to Endor to the woman, and 
intreated her to a£l the part of a fortune-teller, 
and to bring up luch a foul to him as he fhould 
name to her. But when the woman oppofed 

* This hi (lory of Saul’s confultation, not with a witch, 
as vfcVcndcr the Hebrew word here, but with a neernman- 
ccr, as the whole hiftory (hews, is eaftiy utiderftood, ei- 
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his motion, and laid, “ She did not defpife the 
king, who had banifhed this fort of fortune¬ 
tellers, and that he did not do well himfclf, 
when lire had done him no harm, to endeav¬ 
our to Jay a fnare for her, and to difeovef that 
ibe exercifed a forbidden art, in order to pro¬ 
cure her to be punilhed,” he fwarc that no¬ 
body fhould know what Ibe did, and that he 
would not tell any one elle what Ihe foretold, 
but that the fhould incur no danger. As loon 
as he had induced her by this oath to fear no 
harm, he bid her bring up to him the foul of 
Samuel. She not knowing who Samuel was, 
called him out of Hades. When lie appeared, 
and the woman faw one that was venerable, 
and of a divine form, Hie was in dilbrdcr; and 
being afloniflied at the light, flic fa id, Ait not 
thou king Saul?” for Samuel had informed 
her who lie was. When he had owned that 
to be true, and had aflccd her, “ Whence her 
diforder arofe ?” Die laid, That “ ilic faw a 
certain perfon afeend, who in his form was 
like to a god.” And when he hid her tell 
him what he rcfembled, in what habit he 
appeared, and of what age he was ? Ihe told him, 
He was an old man already, and of a glo¬ 
rious perfonage, and had on a faccrdotal man¬ 
tle.” So the king difeovered by tilde ligns 
that he was Samuel; and be fell down upon 
the ground, and fainted, syid worlliippcd him. ,j 
And when the foul of Samuel alkcd him, 

“ Why he had difturhed him, and caufcd him 
to be brought up ?” he lamented the ncceffity 
he was under ; for he faid, “ That his ene¬ 
mies prefled heavily upon him; that he was 
in diftrels what to do in his prtient circum- 
llances ; that he was forlakeu of God, ami 
could obtain no prediction of wdiat was com¬ 
ing, neither by prophets, nor by dreams ; and 
that thefe were the rcafons why I have re- 
courfe to thee, who always tookcll care of 
me.” But * Samuel feeing that the end of 
Saul’s life was come, laid, “ It is in vain for 

thee ■ 

pecially if \re cotifult die recognition? of Clement, I. 
chap. v. at large, and more briefly, and nearer the days 

It : 
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thee to defire to learn of mp any thing farther, 
when God hath forfaken thee : However, 
hear what I fay, that David is to he king, and 
to flnilh this war with good i'uccefs ; and thou 
art to lose thy dominion and thy life, hecauie 
thou did ft not obey God in the war with the 
Amalekites, and haft not kept Ins command¬ 
ments, as 1 foretold to thee while 1 was alive. 
Know, therefore, that the people lhall he made 
liibjeet to their enemies, and that thou, with 
thy Ions, lhall fall in the battle to-morrow, and 
thou fhalt then be with me [in Hades].” 

3. When Saul had heard this, he could not 
fpcak for grief, and fell down on the floor, 
whether it were from the forrow that arofe 
upon what Samuel haul laid, or from his empti- 
nefs, for he had taken no food the foregoing day 
nor night, lie calily fell quite down : And when 
with difficulty he had recovered himfelf, the 
woman would force him to eat, begging this of 
him as a favour, on account of her concern in 
that dangerous inliance of fortune-telling, 
which it was not lawful for her to have done, 
becauie of the fear fhe was under of the king, 
while lhc knew not who he was, yet did fhe 
undertake it, and go through with it ; on 
which account lhc furcated him to admit 
that a table and food might he let before him, 
til at he might recollect his ftrength, and fo 
get fate to his own cam]). And when lie op- 
poied her motion, and entirely rejeded it, by 
wafon of his anxiety, fhe forced him, and at 
laft perluaded him to it. Now lhc had one 
c; if that ihe was very fond of, and one that 
il a took a great deal of care of, and fed it her- 
icii ; for Hie was a woman that got her living 
by the labour of her own hands, and had no 
fuller polihflion but that one calf; this ihe kil¬ 
led, and made ready its flcfh, and let it before 

'.f S mri. I, Ecelef. xhi. 20. Samuel prophefted after his 
nr,'/ fee-wed f r v Jets end, and hft up his w • from 
the i.-’-fh m prop!’. to nut the it’h hethuf of the people. 
Kor (.Iocs the ex Ktncls of ihe ac^mpliflivncnt of this prt- 
(ii’ t ion, tlic way next day, permit us to fuppofe any lm— 
pofi'ion tig)" Saul in the prelent hiltory ; for as to all 
modern hypotlu-fis ayaind the natural lenfe ol fuch an¬ 
ticut and authentic lutlories, I take them to be of \ery 
hn.T value or Con "deration. 
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his fervants and himfelf. So Saul came to the 
camp while it was yet night. 

4. Now it is hut juft to * recommend the 
generobty of this woman; becaufe, when jmc 
king had forbidden her to tile that art, whence 
her circumftances were bettered and improved, 
and when lhc had never feen the king before, 
Ihe flill did not remember to his difadvantage 
that he had condemned her fort of learning; 
and did not refufe him as a llranger, and one 
that lhc had had no acquaintance with ; but Ihe 
had compalTiou upon him, and comforted'him, 
and exhorted him to do what he was greatly 
averfe to, and offered him the only creatine 
flic had, as a poor woman; and that earneftly, 
and with great humanity, while Ihe had no re¬ 
quital made her lor her kindnels, nor hunted 
after any future favour from him, lor lire knew 
he was to die ; whereas men are naturally ci¬ 
ther ambitious to pi cafe thole that bellow bene¬ 
fits upon them, or are very nady to ferve tliofe 
from whom they may receive lome advantage. 
It would he well, therefore, to imitate the ex¬ 
ample of this woman, and to do kindnelfes to 
all fuch as are in want ; and to think that no¬ 
thing is better, nor more becoming mankind, 
than fuch a general benehceme, nor what will 
looner render God favourable, and ready to 
bellow good things upon us. And fo far may 
fufficc to have fpoken concerning this woman. 
But I lhall fpcak farther upon another fub- 
jefl, which will afford me the opportunity of 
difeourfmg on what is for the advantage of 
cities, and people, and nations, and failed to 
the taftc of good men, and will encourage them 
all in the prolccution of virtue, and is capable 
of Ihewing them the method ol acquiring glo¬ 
ry, and an cverlalling fame, and oi imprinting 

Hi 

* Theft- great commendations of this necromantic wo¬ 
man of Endor, and of Saul’s martial courage, when yet 
he knew lie fhnuid die in the battle, are ftjmcwluit un- 
ufual digreftions in Jofcphus. They i'cem to me extract¬ 
ed from fomc tpeeches or declamations of his, eompoied 
formerly, in the way of oratory, that lay by him, and 
which he thought fit to infert upon fbit • cafion. Sec 
before on Antiq. 33 . II. cli. vi. J 8. 
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in the kings of nations, and the rulers of cities, 
great inclination and diligence of doing well; 
as alfo of encouraging them to undergo dan¬ 
gers, and to die for their countries, and of in¬ 
fir u cling them how to defpife all the moil ter¬ 
rible adverfities : And I have a fair occafion 
offered me to enter on fuch a difcourfe by Saul, 
the king of the Hebrews; for although he 
knew what was coming upon him, and that 
he was to die immediately, by the prediftion 
of the prophet, he did hot refoive to fly from 
death, nor fo far to indulge the love of life, 
as to betray his own people to the ctitemy, or 
to bring a difgrace on his royal dignity ; but 
expofing himfelf, as well as all his family and 
children, to dangers, he thought it a brave 
tiling to fall together with them, as he' was 
fighting for his fubjeds; and that it was better 
his Tons fhould die thus, fhewing their courage, 
than to leave them to their uncertain conduft 
afterward ; while, inltead of fucceflion and pof- 
tcrity, they gained commendation and a lafting 
name. Such an one alone feems to me to be a juft, 
a courageous, and a prudent man ; and when 
any one has arrived at thefe difpofitions, or 
ihail hereafter arrive at them, he is the man 
who ought to be by all honoured with the 
teftimony of a virtuous or courageous man ; 
for as to thofc that go out to war -with hopes 
of fuccefs, and that they ftiall return fife; 
iuppofing they fhould have performed fome 
glorious action, I think thofc do not do well 
who call thefe valiant men, as fo many hifto- 
rians and other writers who treat of them are 
wont to do, although I confcfs thofe do juftly 
defervefome commendation alfo; but thole on¬ 
ly may be ftiled courageous and bold in great 
undertakings, and defpifers of adverfities, who 
imitate Saul; for, as for thofe that do not know 
what the fevent of war wall be as to themfclvcs, 
and though they do not faint in, it, but deliver 
themfclvcs up to uncertain futurity, and are 
tolled this way and that way, this is not fo 
very eminent an inftanc^of a generous mind, 
although they happen to perform many great 
exploits ; but when men* minds expeft no 
goocKevent, but they know before-hand they 


mu ft die, and that they mull undergo that 
dc it!; in the battle alfo ; after this, neither to be 
affrighted, nor to be aftonifhed at the terrible 
fate that is coming, hut to go dircftly upon it, 
when they know it before-hand, this it is that 
1 efteem the character of a man truly courage¬ 
ous. Accordingly this Saul did, and thereby 
demonftrated, that all men who defire fame af¬ 
ter they are dead, are fo to aft as they roar 
obtain the fame; This efpecially concerns kings, 
who ought not to think it enough in their high 
ftation, that they are not ricked in 1 lie govern¬ 
ment of their fubjefts, but to be no more than 
moderately good to them. I could fay more 
than this about Saul, and his courage*, the fub- 
jeft affording matter fiifficient; but that I may 
not appear to ran out improperly in his com¬ 
mendation, I return again to that hiftory from 
which I made this digrdlion. 

5. Now when the Philiftines, as I faid before, 
had pitched their camp, and had taken an ac¬ 
count of their forces, according to their nations, 
and kingdoms, and governments, king Achifli 
came laft of all with his own army; after whom 
came David with his fix hundred armed men. 
And when the commanders of the Philiftines 
faw him, they afked the king, whence thefe 
Hebrews came? and at whole imitation? He 
anfwcred, That “ it was David, who was fled 
away from his inaftcr Saul, and that he had en¬ 
tertained him when lie came to him, and that 
now he was willing to make him this requital 
for his favours, and to avenge himfelf upon 
Said and fo was become his confederate. 
Tne commanders complained of this, that he 
had taken him for a confederate who was an 
enemy, and gave him counfel to fend him a- 
way, left he fhould unawares do his friends a 
great deal of mifehief by entertaining him ; for 
that he afforded him an opportunity of being; 
reconciled to his maftcr, by doing mifehief to 
our artny. They thereupon defired him, out 
of a prudent foreffght of this, to fend him'awiy, 
with his four hundred armed men, to the pi, ire 
he had given him for his habitation; for that 
this was that David whom the virgins edebra- 

3 F . ted 



208 


Book VI. 


A N T I QJJ I TIES OF THE JEWS. 


ted in their hymns, as having defiroyed many 
ten thoufands of the Philiftines. When the 
king of Gath heard this, he thought they ipake 
well; fo he called David, and laid to him, 
“ As for myi’elf, l can bear witnefs that thou 
haft lliewn great diligence and kindneis about 
me, and on that account it was that 1 took thee 
for my confederate; however, what I have done 
docs not pleafe the commanders of the Philif- 
tincs; go, therefore, within a day’s time, to the 
place I have given thee, without fufpedVmg any 
harm, and there keep my country, left any of 
our enemies ftiould make an incurfton upon it, 
which will be one part of that afiiftance which 
I expert from thee.” So David came to Zik¬ 
lag, as the king of Gath bid him ; but it hap¬ 
pened, that while he was gone to the aftiftance 
of the Philiftines, the Amalekitcs had made an 
incurfton, and taken Ziklag before, and had 
burnt it; and when they had taken, a great 
deal of other prey out of that place, and Qtg of 
the other parts of the Philiftines countiy, they 
departed. 

6. Now when David found that Ziklag was 
laid wafte, and that it was all fpoiled, and 
that as well his own wives, which-were two, 
as the wives of his- companions, with their 
children, were made captives, he prelently 
rent-his deaths, weeping and lamenting, to¬ 
gether with his friends ; and indeed he was 
lb caft down with thefc misfortunes, that at 
length tears themfclves failed him. He was 
alfo in danger of being Honed to death by his 
companions, who were greatly a ft! idled at the 
captivity of their wives and children ; for they 
laid the blame upon him of what had happen¬ 
ed: But when he had recovered himfelf out of 
his grief, and had railed up his mind to God, 
he) defired the high prieft Abiathar to put on 
his facerdotal garments, and to enquire of 
God, and to prophefy to him, “ Whether God 
would grant, that if he purfued after the Amat 
lekites, he ftiould overtake them, and lave 
their wivet, and their cluldren, and avenge 
himfelf on the enemies ?” And when the 
high prieft bid him to purfue after them, he 
marched apace, with his four hundred men, 


after the enemy; and when he was come to 
a certain brook called Btfor y and had light up¬ 
on one that was wandering about, an Egyptian 
by birth, who was almoft dead with want and 
famine (for he had continued wandering a- 
bout without food in the wildernefs three days) 
he firft of all gave him fuftenance, both meat 
and drink, and thereby refrelhed him: He 
then afkcd him, to whom he belonged ? and 
whence he came ? Whereupon the man told 
him, he Wat an Egyptian by birth, and was 
left behind by his mailer, bccaufc he ^as fo 
fick and weak that he could not follow him. 
He alio informed him, that he was one of 
thofe that had burnt and plundered not only 
Other parts of Judea, but Ziklag itfelf alfo. So 
David made ule of him as a guide to find out 
the Amalekites; and when he had overtaken 
them, as they lay (battered about on the ground, 
foine at dinner,, feme difordered and entirely 
drunk with wine, and in the fruition of their 
fpoils and their prey, he fell upon them on the 
fuclden,. and made a great (laughter among 
them; for they were naked, and expedit'd no 
fiich thing, but had betaken themfclves to 
drinking and feafling, and fo they were all 
eafily defiroyed. Now foine of them that were 
overtaken, as they lay at the table, were flam 
in tfiat pofturc ; and their blood brought up 
■with it their meat and their drink. They (lew 
Others of them a*-- they were drinking to 
one another in their cups, and lome of them 
when their full bellies had made them fall a- 
fleep ; and for fo many as had time to put 
on all their armour, they flew them with the 
lword, with no lefts cafe then they did thofe 
that were naked : and for the partifans of Da¬ 
vid, they continued alfo the daughter from>the 
firft hour of the day to the evening*, fo that 
there were not above four hundred of the Ama¬ 
lekites Ie£t, and they only efcaped by getting 
upon their dromedaries and camels. Accord¬ 
ingly David, recovered not only all the other 
fpoils which the enemy had carried away, but 
his wives alfo, and the wires of his compani¬ 
ons : But when they were come to the place 
’ 
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where they had left the two hundred men, 
which were not able to follow them, but were 
left to take care of the fluff, the four hundred 
men did not think fit to divide among them 
any other parts of what they had gotten, or of 
the prey, fince they did not accompany them, 
but pretended to be feeble, and did not follow 
them in the purfuit of the enemy, but faid, 
they ihould be contented to have fafely recover¬ 
ed their wives ; yet did David pronounce, that 
this opinion of theirs was evil and unjuil, and 
that when God had granted them fuch a fa¬ 
vour, that they had avenged therafelves on their 
enemi' s. and had recovered all that belonged 
to themfclves, they Ihould make an equal dif- 
tribution of what ihey had gotten to all, be- 
caufe tire roll had tarried behind to guard their 
huff; and from that time this law obtained a- 
mong them, that thole who guarded the fluff 
fhould receive an equal ihare with thole that 
fought in the battle. Now when David was 
come to Ziklag, he feat portions of the fpoils 
to all that had been familiar with him, and to 
his friends in the tribe of Judah : And thus 
ended th * affairs of the plundering of Ziklag, 
and of the daughter of the Amalckites. 

7. Now upon the Philiflines joining battle, 
thefe followed a fharp engagement, and the 
Philiflines became the conquerors, and f&w a 
great number of their enemies ; hut Saul, the 
king of I fra cl, and his Ions, fought couragcouf- 
ly, and with the utinofl. alacrity, as knowing 
that their entire glory lay in nothing elfe but 
dying honourably, and expoiing themfclves to 
the utmofl danger from the enemy (for they 
had nothing die to hope for); To they brought, 
upon themfclves the whole power of the ene¬ 
my, till they were encompaded round and flain.; 
but not before they had killed many. of. the 
Philiflinos. Now the Sons of Saul were Jona¬ 
than, and Ahinadab, and Malchifua; and when 
thefe were flain, the multitude of the Hebrews 
were put to flight, and all 1 was difordcr and 
confufion, and daughter, upon the Philiflines 
preffing in upon .them : But Saul him leif fled, 
having a ftrong body of foldiers about him ; 
aud.^upon the Philiflines fending after them 


thofe that threw javelins and fhot arrows, he 
loll all his company except a few; as for him- 
fclf, he fought with great bravery, and when 
he had received lb many wounds, that he was 
not able to bear up, nor to oppofc any longer, 
and yet was not able t.o kill himfelf, he bid his 
artmnir-bearer draw his fword, and run him 
through, before the enemy fhould take him 
alive: But his armour-bearer not daring to kill 
his mailer, he drew Ins own fword, and placing 
himlelf over againfl its point, he threw himfelf 
upon it, and when he could neither run it 
through him, nor, by leaning againfl it, make 
the fword pais through him, lie turned him 
round, and afked a certain young man that 
flood by, who he was ? and when he under- 
flood that he was an Amalekite, he deiired 
him to force the fword through him, became 
he was not able to do it with his own hands, 
and thereby to procure him fuch a death as 
he deiired. 'll)is the young man did accord¬ 
ingly ; and he took the golden bracelet that 
was on Saul’s arm, and his royal crown that 
was on his head, and ran away: And when 
Saul’s armour-bearer law that he was (lain, he 
killed himfelf; nor did any of the king’s guards 
eicape, but they all fell upon the mountain 
called Gilboa. But when thofe Hebrews that 
dwelt in the valley beyond Jordan, and thofe 
who had their cities in the plain, heard that 
Saul and his foils were fallen, and that the mul¬ 
titude about them were deftroyed, they left 
their own cities, and fled to fuch as were the bell 
fortified and fenced ; and the Philiflines find¬ 
ing thofe cities delated, came and. dwelt in 
them.. 

8 . On the next day, when the Philiflines 
came to ftrip their enemies that were Haiti, 
they got the bodies of Saul, and of Ids ions, 
and flripped, them, and cut off their heads 
and they feat mefi’engers all about their coun¬ 
try, to acquaint them that their enemies were 
fallen ; and they dedicated their armour in the 
temple of Aflrafe, hut hung their bodies on. 
erodes at the walls of the city Belhfhan, which 
is now called Scyt hr polls. But when the inha¬ 
bitant ■ 
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bitants of Jabefh Gilead heard that they hud 
difmembered the dead bodies of Saul, and of 
his fans, they deemed it fo horrid a thing to 
overlook this barbarity, and to fuffer them to be 
without funeral rites? that the moft courageous 
and hardy among them (and indeed that city 
had in it men that were very ftout both in body 
and mind) journeyed all night, and came to 
Bethfhan, and approached to the enemies wall, 
and taking down the bodies of Saul and of his 
ions, they carried them to Jabefh, wliile the 
enemy were not able enough, nor hol’d enough 
to hinder them, becaufe of their great courage : 
So the people of Jabefh. wept all in general, 
and buried their bodies in the bell place of their 

* Tikis way of (peaking in Jofeplms, of falling jeven 
days iv'rihout meat cr At ink, is almglt like that of St Paul’s, 
A its xxv ii. 32. ¥ hh dny is the fourteenth day that ye have 
turned, and continued fojimg, having taken nothing; .and as 
the nature of the thing, and theSmpoilihlity of iliiflly 
foiling -lb long, require us here to umlciRanci ftoth Jofc-- 
pints ant) the facta! author of this hilTorv, i Sam. xxxi. 

1 3. f.o.n *.hoin he took it, oi only fatting till the evening 
jo mult we umkrftand .St Patti, either tha| this was real¬ 
ly the jjurteev.th day ot their tempeiluous weather in the 
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country, which was named Aroura; and they 
obferved a public mourning for- them feven 
days, with their, wives- and children, heating 
their breafts, and lamenting thfi king and h'is 
ions, * without-taftin-g either meat or drink 
[till the evening]. 

9. To this-his end did Saul come, according 
to the prophecy of Samuel, becaufe he difobey¬ 
ed the commands of God about the Amalekites, 
'and ori,the account of hrs deftroying the fami¬ 
ly of Ahimelech the high prieft, with Altirn - 
lech himfelf, and the city of the high } rick, 
Now Saul, when he had reigned eighteen yean, 
while Samuel was alive*, and after his death twO 
[and twenty] ended his life in this manner. 

Adriatic fea, as ver. 27. ant! that on thi- fomtecnih day 
-alone they had continued fifing, tn J i. -/ him nhl'inv he¬ 
lm c the evening. The nuntum of then lug d-fiwi - 
ver. 21.' inclines me to believe tire fmmci eep'iealKii 
to be the’ truth, and that the t de wis tin n ft" a foil- 
flight what it was hue for a wet l, amt tln.t th v lip* ill 
thofe days entirely as fail., till the e-vcnoig, i.ut net longc- 
See Judg. xx. 26. xxi. 1. i Sam. \iv. 2.,. 2 Sam. 1. 12. 
Antiq. B. VIL eh;:]), vii. >j 4. 


BOO K* VII. 

Containing the Interval of Forty Teats, 

[From the Death of Saul to the Death of David.] 


C H A P. I. 

How David refatied over one Tribe at Hebron , 
•while the Son of Saul reigned over the liejl 
of the Multitude ; and how, in the Civil 
War which then ar*f, Afahel and Abner 
werefain, 

^ II1S fight proved to be on the 
fame day whereon David was 
come hack to Ziklag, after he had 
overcome the Amalekites. Now when he had 



; been already two days at Ziklag, there came f 6 
him the man who flew Saul, which was the 
third day after the fight. He had eftaped out 
of the battle which the Ifraciites had Nvith the 
Philiftincs, and had his cloaths rent,’ and afhes 
upon his head. And when he had made his 
pheifance to David, he enquired of him whence 
became? Fie replied from the battle of the 
Ifraeiites: and he informed him,* that 1 the find 

■- x ~ of 
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of it was unfortunate, many ten thoufands of 
the Israelites having been cut off, and Saul, to¬ 
gether with his fons, flain. He alfo faid, that 
he could well give him this information, bec&ufe 
he was prcfent at the. victory gained over the 
Hebrews, and was with the king when he fled : 
nor did he. deny that he had hi mfelf flain the 
king, when he was ready to be taken by die 
enemy, and he himfclf exhorted him to do it, 
becaufe when he was fallen oh his fword,'his 
great wounds had made him To weak that he 
was not able to killhimfelf: .He alfo produced 
demonftrations that the king was flain, which 
were the gold'yjjhracelets that had been on. .the 
king’s arms, and his crown, which he had taken 
away from Saul’s dead body, and had brought 
them to him. So David having no longer any 
room to call in queftion the truth of what he 
iaid, but feeing mufi evident marks that Saul 
was dead, he rent his garment, and continued 
ail that day with his companions, in weeping 
and lamentation. This grief was augmented 
by the coniideration of Jonathan, the fon of 
Saul, who had been his raoft faithful friend,and 
the oceaiion of his own deliverance. He alfo 
demonftrated himfelf to have fuch great virtue, 
and fuch great kindnefs for Saul, as not only 
to take his death to heart, though he had-been 
frequently in danger of lofing his life by his 
means, but to punith him that flew him : For 
when David had faid to him, that he was be¬ 
come his own accufer, as the very man who 
had flain the king, and when he had under- 
flood that he was the fon of an Amalekite, he 
commanded him to be flain. He alfo commit¬ 
ted to writing fome lamentations and funeral 
commendations of Saul and Jonathan, which 
have continued to my own age. 

2. Now when David had paid thefe hon¬ 
ours to the king, he left off* his mpurning ; 
and enquired of God by the prophet, which, 
of the cities of the tribe, called the tribe of 
Judah, he would bellow upon him to dwell 
in? Who anfwered, That he bellowed upon 
him Hebron.^ So he left Zi'klag, and came to 
Hebron, and took with him his wives, which 
were in number two, and his armed men ; 
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whereupon all the people of the fore-mention¬ 
ed tribe came to him, and-ordained him their 
king. ‘ But when he heard that the inhabitants 
of Jabcflt Gilead had buried Saif and his foils 
[honourably]- he font to them, and commend¬ 
ed them, .and took what they had done kindly, 
and promtfed to make them amends for their 
care of thofe that Were dead ; and at the fame 
time.he informed them, that the tribe of Judah 
had.chofen him for their king. 

3. But as foon as Abner, the fon pf Ner, 
j who was general of Saul’s army, and a very 
a£live man, and good-natured, knew that the 
king, and Jonathan, and his two other font, 
were fallen in the battle, he made bade into the 
camp ; and taking away with him the remain¬ 
ing fon of Saul, whole name was Jjhhojheth , 
he palled over to the land beyond Jordan, and 
ordained lain the king of the whole multitude, 
excepting the tribe of Judah ; and made his 
royal feat in a place called in our own language 
Mahanaim , but in the language of the Grecians, 
The Campf: From whence Abner made liafte, 
with a felcdt body of loldiers, to fight with 
fuch of the tribe of Judah, as were difpofed 
to it; for he was angry that this tribe had fet 
up David for their king. But Joab, whofe fa¬ 
ther was Suri,and his mother Zeruiah, David’s 
filler, who was general of David’s army, met 
him, according to David’s appointment. He 
had with him his brethren Abilhai, and Afa- 
hel, as alfo all David’s armed men. Now 
when he met Abner at a certain fountain, in 
the city Gibeon, he prepared to fight : And 
when Abner faid to him, that he had a mind 
to know which of them had the more valiant 
foldiers, it was agreed between them, that 
twelve foldiers of each fide fhould fight toge¬ 
ther. So thofe that were chofen out by both 
the generals for this fight, ^.carne between the 
two armies, and throwing their lances one 
againft the other, they drew their /words, and 
catching -one another by the head, they held 
one another fall, and ran each others f'words 
into their Tides and gfoihs, until they all, as 
it were by-mutual agreement, perifoed together. 

when 
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When thcle were fallen down dead, the reft of 
the army came to a fore battle, and Abner’s 
men were beaten ; and when they, were beaten, 
Joab. did not leave off purfuing them, hut he 
preffed upon them, and excited the foldiers to 
follow them clofe, and not to grow weary of 
hilling them. His brethren alfo ptiriued them 
with great alacrity, and cfpecially the younger 
Aiahci, who was the moft eminent of them. 
He was very famous for his fwiftnefs of foot ; 
for he could not only be too hard for men, but 
is reported to have over-run. an horfe when 
they had a race .together. This Afahcl ran 
violently after Abner, and would not turn in 
the leaft out of the ft-rait way, either fo the one 
fide, or to the other. Hereupon Abner turned 
back, and attempted artfully to avoid his vio¬ 
lence. Sometimes he bade him leave off the 
purfuit, and take the armour'of one of his 
foldiers ; and fotnetimes, when he coukl not 
perfuade him io to do, he exhorted him to re- 
i train himfelf, and not to purfue him any long¬ 
er, left he ihould force him to kill him, and lie 
fhculd then not be able to look.his brother in the 
i ice. But when Afahcl would not admit of 
any perfuafions, but ftill continued to purfue 
him, Abner fmote him with his fpear, as he 
held it in his flight, and that by a hack Broke, 
and cave him a deadly wound, fo that he died 
knmediaUly ; but thole that were with him 
purfuing Abner, when they came to the place 
where Afahcl lay, they ftood round about the 
dead body-, and left off the purfuit of the ene¬ 
my. 1 lowcver, both * Joab himfelf, and his 
brother Abifhai, ran paft the dead corps, and 
making- their anger at the death of Aiahci an 
omnium of greater zeal againft, Abner, they 
went on,with incredible hafle and alacrity, and 
purfued Abner to a certain-place called Ammah: 
it was about fun-fet. Then did Joab aicend a 
certain .hill, as he flood at that place, having 
the tribe of Benjamin with him, whence, he 
took a view of them, and of Ajmer alfo. Here¬ 
upon Abner cried aloud, and laid, “ That it 

f ._ , 

* It might hc:c to ho noted, that Joab, and Abifhai, 
and A. v.esc all three David’s nephews, the fops 
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was not fit that they Ihould irritate men of the 
fame nation to fight fo bitterly one againft an¬ 
other: that as for Afahel his brother, he was him¬ 
felf’ in the wrongyvhen he would not be advifed 
by him not to purfue him any farther, which 
was the occafion pf his wounding and death.” 
So. Joab ccmfentdd to what he laid, and ac¬ 
cepted thefe his words as an excufe [about 
Afahel] and called the foldiers back with the 
found of the trumpet, as a fighal for their re¬ 
treat, and thereby p.ut a flop to any farther 
purfiftt. After which Joab pitched his camp 
there that night; but Abner marched all that 
night, and paffed over the river Jordan, and 
came to Ifhbofheth, Saul’s fon, 'to Mahanaim. 
On lire next day Joab counted the dead men, 
and took care of all their funerals. Now there 
wereflain of Abner’s foldiers about three hundred 
and lixty, but of thole of David nineteen, and 
Afahel, whole body Joab and Abifhai carried 
to Bethlehem ; and when they Irad buried him 
in the fepuichre of their fathers, they came to 
David to Hebron. From this time thcrefoie 
there began an inteftine war, which lulled a 
great while, in which the followers of David 
grew ftronger in the dangers they underwent, 
and the. fervants and fubjccts of Saul’s fons did 
almoft every day become weaker. 

4. About this time David was become the 
father of fix fons, born of as many mothers. 
The eideft washy Abinc.am,- and he was called 
Amnon ; the fecond was Daniel, by his wife Abi¬ 
gail ; the name of the third was Abfalom , by 
Maachah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Gc- 
flrnr; the fourth he named Adovijah , by his wife 
Haggith ; the fifth was Sbcpbaiiab , by Abitail ; 
the iixth he called Itbream , by Eglah. Now 
while thin inteftine war went on, and while 
the fubjecls of the two kings.came frequently 
to adion, and to fighting, it was Abner, the 
general of the boll of Saul’s fon,- who, by his 
prudence, and the great intereft he had among 
the multitude, made! them all continue with 

Hh- 

nf Ids filler Zeruiah, an 1 C!ir. ii. i<S.*and that Armfa 
was .alfo his nephew, by his other filler Abigail,' ve-r.-i 7. 
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Ilhboiheth; and indeed it was a conilderable j 
time that they continued of his party ; but af¬ 
terward Abner was blamed, and an accufation 
was laid again ft him, that lie went in unto 
haul’s concubine: her name was Rlfpah , the 
daughter of Aiah. So when he was com- 
plained of by Ilhboiheth, he was yery unealy, 
and angry at it, becaufe he had not juftice 
done him by Khbofheth, to Whom he had 
ihewn the greateft kindnefs ; whereupon he 
threatened that he would transfer the kingdom 
to David, and demonftrate that he did not 
i rde over the people beyond Jordan by his 
own abilities jijuDvvifdojn, but by his warlike, 
conduct: and fidelity, in leading his army. So 
lie lent amb.didders to Hebron *© David, and 
dclired that he would give him feeurity upon 
oath, that he would efteem him his companion 
and ills friend, upon condition that he ihould 
perfuade the people to leave Saul’s fon,. and to 
choofe him king of the whole country. And 
when David had made that league with Abner, 
for he was j.leafed with his medfage to him, 
heHefurd that he would give this as the firft 
mam of pet formance of the prefent league, 
tint he might have his wife lYlichal reftored to 
him, as her whom he had purchaled with 
great hazards, and with thole fix hundred 
heads of the P.nitifiincs which he had brought 
to Saul her father. So Abner took Michal 
from Phaltiel, who was then her hufband, 
and lent her to David, Ilhboiheth hi'mfclf af¬ 
fording him his all!(lance, for David had writ- 
ten to him that of right he pught to have this 
liis wife reftored to him. . Abner alfo called to¬ 
gether the elders of the multitude,. the com¬ 
manders, and captains of thoufands, and fpakc 
thus to them, .That “ he had formerly diffuad- 
ed them from their own refolution when.they 
were ready to. foj-fake Ilhboiheth, and to join 
themfelvcs to David; that, however, he now 
gave them leave fo to do, if they had a mind 
to it; for they knew that God had appointed 
David to be king of all the Hebrews, by Sa¬ 
muel the prophet;, and had foretold , -that he 
Ihould ptmifh the PhjlilUnes, and overcome 
thorn, and bring them under.” Now when 
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the ciders and rulers heard this, and under¬ 
lined that Abner was come over to thole fenti- 
rnents about the public affairs which they were 
of before, they changed their tucafures, and- 
came in to David. When tilde men had a- 
grecd to Abner’s propolal, he called together.- 
tlic tribe of Benjamin, for all of that tribe 
were the guards of HlibolhctbA; body, and lie 
ipake - to them fo the lame pilrpofe. And 
when lie faw that they did not in the leaft op- 
pole what he laid; but refigned thcmlelvcs up 
to his opinion, he took about twenty of hits 
friends, and came to David, in order to re¬ 
ceive himfelf feeurity upon oath from him; 
for we may juftly eileem thole things to be 
firmer which eyery one of us do by C'uvfelvca, 
than thofe which we do by another. He alio 
gave him an account of what he had laid to 
the rulers, and to the whole tribe of Benjamin. 
And when David had received him in a*courte¬ 
ous manner, and had treated him with great 
hofpitaiity for many days, Abner, wr.ui lie 
was dilmilled, dclired him to permit him to 
bring the multitude with him, that lie might 
deliver up the government to him, when 'li¬ 
vid himfelf was-prelent, and a Ipcctafo:; of 
what was done. 

5. When David had fait Abner away, lo¬ 
af), the general of hi$ army, cams, immedtuidv 
to Hebron ; and when he had umierilood that 
Abner had been witii David, and had parted 
with him a little before under leagues and agree¬ 
ments, that the government Ihould be deliver¬ 
ed iip to David, he feared left David Ihould 
place Abner, who had a/ffted him to gain the 
kingdom, in the full rank of dignity, < ipccial'v 
face he was a fhrewJ man in oile r retpcAs, in 
underlianding affairs, and in managing them 
artfully,r as proper feafons Ihould requite, ami 
that he Ihould himfelf be put lower, and be. de¬ 
prived of. the command of. the army ; lo he 
took a knavillvand a wicked courfe. Jn the 
Itrft.place, .he endeavoured to calumniate Ab¬ 
ner to the king, exhorting him to have a cm- 
of liim ? and not to give attention to what he 
had engaged to do tor him, becaufe ail he did • 

'ended 




tended tor confirm the government to Sadi’s tame, they acquire them by ten thOufand evil 
fon : that he came to him deceitfully, and practices ; fo when they are afraid of lofing 
with guile, and was gone away in hope's of them, they get them confirmed to them by 
gaining his purpofe by this management. But pra&ices much worfe than the former, as if 
when He. could not thus perfuacteDavid, nor [no] other calamity fo terrible could befal them 
few him at all exafperated, he betook himfelf as the failure of acquiring fo exalted an au¬ 
to a projefb bolder than the former. He de- 'thority; and when they have acquired it, and 
termined to'kill Abnef, and in order thereto by long cuftom found the fweetnefs of it, the 
he fent fome meflengers after him, to-whom lofing it agairf: and fince this laft would be 
he gave in charge, that when they fhoukl over- the heavieft of all afflidions, they all of them 
take him, ? they fhould recal him in David’s contrive and venture upon the moft difficult 
name, and tell him, that he had fomewhat to adions, out of the fear of lofing the fame, 
fay to him about his affairs which he hid not But let it fuffice that I have made thefe fhort 
remembered to fpeak of when he was with refledions upon that fvfcjed. 
him. Now-when Abner heard what'the-mef- ■ 6. When David heard.that Abner was flam, 

fengers faid; (for they overtoqk'him in a certain ! it grigved his* foul; and he called all men*to 
place called Befird. , which-was diftant Jfrpm wjtnefs, with ftretchingout his hands to God, 
Hebron twenty furlongs) he fufpeded none of and crying Out, that he was not a partaker in 
the 'mifehief which wafe befalling him, and' the murder of Abner, and that his death was 
came back. .Hereupon Joab met'him in the not procured by his command or approbation, 
gate, and received him. in the kindeft manner, He-alfo wiffied the heavieft curfes might light 
as s if he were Abner’s moft benevolent ac- upon him that flew him, and upon his whole 
quaintance arid friend; for fueh. as- undertake houfc, -and he devoted "thole that had affifted 
the vilefi adions,. in order to prevent thefufpi- him in.this murder to the fame penaltiewm 
cion of. any private mifehief intended, do fre- its account:; for, he took care not to appear 
quently make .the greateft pretences to what to have had any hand in this murder, con- 
really good men fmcerely do. So he took him trary td the afliiranccs he had given, and the 
afide from his- own followers, as if he would oaths he had taken to Abner. However, he 
fpeak with him in private, and brought him commanded all the people to weep and lament 
into a void place of the gate, having himfelf this man, and to honour his dead body with 
nobody with him but his brother Abifhai, then aihe uftlal folemtikies ; that is, by rending their 
he drew his fword, and fmote him in the garments, and putting on fackcloth; and that 
groin ; upon which Abner, died by thistreach- this ffiould be the habit in which they ihould 
cry of joab’s, which, as he faid himfelf, was go before the bier; after which he followed k 
in way of punifhment for his brother Alahel, himfelf, with the elders, and thofe that were 
whom Abner fmote and (lew as he was pur- rulers, lamenting Abner, and by his tears de¬ 
fying, after him in the battle of Hebron, but as monftrating his good-will to him while he was 
the truth w as, out of fear of his lofing his alive, and his forrow for him now he was dead, 
command of the army, and his dignity with. that be was not taken off with hie content, 
the king, ,aml left he fhouid he deprived of Ao he buried him at Hebron in k magnificent 
thofe advantages, and Abner fhould obtain the manner, and indited funeral elegies for him: 
firft rank in David’s court. By thele examples he alfo flood firft bver the monument weeping, 
any one may learn, how many and how great and caufed 'Others to do the fame: Nay* fo 
itiftanees of wickednefs men wftl venture «pox\, ; deeply did the ; dcatJ* of Abner diforder Mm, 
for the fake of 'getting money, and authority, titot his comj^mkms could by m meant fdr«e 
and that they may .riot fail df teither of them >; jbfeu to take »hy food, but he affirmed 
for .as when they are defirous qf'obtaining the ^ ' ‘ ' oath 
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oath that he would tafte nothing till.the fun ; 

was let. This procedure gained him the good- 

will of the multitude; for i'uch as had an af- | 

lection for Abner were mightily finished with ' 

riie refpett he paid him when he was dead, 

and the oblervatian ol that faith lie had plighted 

to him, which was fhewn in his vouchfa'.ing him j 

all the ufual ceremonies, as if he had been his j 

kinhnan amd his friend, and not fullering liiin ! 

r.o be neglected and injured with a difhonour- : 

. sHjIc burial, as if he had been his enemy ; info- | 

much, that the entire nation rejoiced at the 

king's gent lends and mildnefs of difpolilion, 

every one hein^^rejil^Ua^luppolc that the king 

would have taken the lame care of them, in! 

like ciicumftanecs, which thejHiwv he llmwedi 

in the burial of the dead body ol Abner. And ! 

indeed David principally intended Ur gain a 

good reputation, and therefore hej|bok care to 

go what was ptoper in this calc,jjfchence none 

had any ftffpieion that he w ^ the author of j 

Abner’s death. He alio laid this multi- 

£ ; 1 

tude, That “ he was growth)- troubled at the death j 
of fo good a man, and that the allairs of the 
Hebrews leal fuiTcred great detriment hv being 
deprived of bun, who was of fo great abilities ! 
to preferve tliem 1>y his iwccllent advice, and j 
hv tire ffrength of his hinds in war. But lie ! 
added, that God who hath a r&gaid to all men’s j 
addons, will not, lulfer this man [Joan] to go ji 
oil' unrevenged ; but know ye, that l am not jj 
able to do any thing to tlrefe foils of Zcruiah, j' 
•Joab and Abifhai, who have more power than ;; 
I have; but God will requite their inlolent at- j 
tempts upon their own heads.” And this was j 
the fatal conclufion of the life of Aimer. i 


C II A P. II. j 

'That upon the Slaughter of lJ]jbvf!eelh , by the. j 
‘ 7 reaehcry of his Friends, David receives j 
the whole Kingdom. 


f TTliKN Ifhbofheth, the foil of Haul, |! 

. V V had heard of the death of Aimer, ] 
he not only took it to heart, to be deprived of : 
a man that v. as of his kindred, and had inde-.d 


given him the kingdom, bet w; •, greatly *;VT.ied, 
and Abner’s death vc ry tin ' Lin, , 

nor did he himfeli ontiiv any long tim y but 
was trcacheroufly let upon or the (ons, of Ritn- 
num (Baanah and (\e:lui> were ‘heir names) 
and was Haiti hv them : ior lb eh* hr dig of a fa¬ 
mily of the Benjamites, sad of tis: link ran!; 
among them, thought, t! it it they ihouk! Hay 
JIhholBttlf, thev jbe-nid oh'run large prdenls 
from David, and he nn.de commanders !>y him, 
or however Humid have lome other trull com¬ 
mitted to them : So when they once fowled turn 
clone and aJkcp at muon, in an upper room, 
when none of his guards were there, am! when 
the woman that kept the door was not v etch¬ 
ing, hut was fallen sheep alio, partly cm account 
of the labour fhe had undergone, and parti von 
account of the heat ol the day, tbefe nun went 
into the room in whii h lihboflieth, Saul’s Ion, 
lay allcep, and flew him : they alio cut < ff hi-, 
head; and took their journey ail that off hg 
and the next day, a;, utppoimg them T! \ -. -. liv¬ 
ing away from thofe tin y had homed, to one 
that would accept oi this adieu ss a favour,, 
and would afford them iet'riiy. So fhr\ esne 
to lichron, and Ihcweil .David the iiead I Bh- 
boflieth, and preiented theinlehce. to khn as 
Itis well-wdhers, and inch, as had Limn one 
that was his enemy and an (aeon ill. Yet Da- 

* j <5 

vid did nek reiilh what the} bad done as tin. / 
expected, but laid to them, You vile wrcjclica, 
you thall immediately receive the punhhmcm; 
you deferve. Did not \ou know what ven¬ 
geance 1 executed on him dial murdered .Saul, 
and brought me his crown of gold, rmi this 
while he who made this /laughter did it as a 
favour to him, that he might not be t.ui oft by 
his enemies? Or do yon imagine 1 h n i am .ti¬ 
tered in my difpolilion, , ml fuppofa that 1 am 
not the fame man I then was, but am pi cafe d 
with men that are wicked d'-er-, m:J gileem 
your vile adioris, when you are become mur¬ 
derers of your mailer, as grad All to me. when 
you have /lain a righteous man upon Id:, b d, 
who never did evil to any hndv, and "retted 
you with great good-will and rdpeff: ‘Where- 
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fore you ftxall fuller tive puniftimcnt due on his 
account, and the vengeance l outfit to inflidl 
upon you for killing llhbolheth, and for hip- 
poling that I Ihoukl take his; death kindly at 
your hands ; for you could not lay a greater 
blot on my honour than by making Inch a lup- 
pof.il.” When David had laid this, he tor¬ 
mented them with all forts of torments, and 
then put them to death ; and he bellowed all 
the accuftomed rites u:i the burial oi the head 
of Ilhholheth, and laid it in the grave of Abner. 

2. When thele things were brought to this 
conchilion, all the ptincipal men of the He¬ 
brew people came to David to Hebron, with 
the heads of thonkuuls, and other rulers, and 
delivered thcmfelves up to him, putting him 
in mind of the good-will they had borne to him 
in Saul’s life-time, and the reined they then 
had not ceafed to pay him when he was captain 
of a thoufand, as alfo that lie was cholen of 
God by Samuel the prophet, he and Ids Ions; 
and declaring belidcs, how God had given him 
power to lave the land of the Hebrews, and to 
overcome the Philillines, Whereupon he re¬ 
ceived kiixchy this their alacrity on his account, 
and exhorted them to continue in it ; for that 
they ihould have no teafon to repent of be¬ 
ing thus difpoied to 1 dm, So when he had 
feaftul them, and treated them kindly, he fent 
them out to lying all the people to him ; upon 
which there came to him about fix. thoulaml and 
eight hundred armed men of the tribe of Judah, 
who hare iniclds and fpcars for their weapons; 
for thele had [till now] continued with Saul’s 
ion, when the reft of the trilxe of Judah had or¬ 
dained David for their king. There name alfo 
leven thoufand and one hundred but cf the 
tribe of Simeon. Out of the tribe of Levi 
came four thoufand and feven hundred, having 
Tehoiada for their leader. Alter thele came 
Zadok the high priell, with twenty-two cap¬ 
tains uf his kindred. Out of the tribe of Ben¬ 
jamin the armed men were four thoufand ; but 

* This may be a true obfervation of Jofcphus, that 
Samuel, by command from Cod, emailed the crown on 
David and his poilefity ; for no farther did that entail ever 
reach, Solomon himfelf having never had any promifentade 
L::u that hi; pottcriiy (liould always have the right to it. 
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the reft of the tribe continued, ftill exmriting 
that feme one of the houfe of Saul lhould 
reign over them. Thole of the tribe of Eph¬ 
raim were twenty thoufand and eight hundred, 
and thele mighty men of valour, and eminent 
for their- ftrength. Out of the half tribe of 
Manafleh came eighteen thoufand of the molt 
potent men. Out of the tribe of Ilfachar came 
two hundred, it who foreknew what was to 
come hereafter, but of armed men twenty thou- 
land. Of the tribe of Zebulun fifty thoufand 
clxofen men. This was the only tribe that 
came univerfally into David, and all thele had 
the fame weapons with, the tribe of Gad. Out 
of the tribe of Nephthali the dlvuTtcu-t-men and 
rulers were p'wihoufand, whole weapons were 
lhie-Jds and lpcars ; and the tribe itlcli followed 
after, being [in a manner] innumerable [thir- 
ty-leven thoufand.] Out of the ti ibe of Dan 
there were of cholen men twenty-feven thou¬ 
fand and fix hundred. Out of the tribe of Alher 
were forty thoufand. Out of the two tribes 
that were beyond Jordan, and the reft of the 
tribe of Manafleh, I'ucli as ufed fliiclds, and 
head pieces, and lwords, were an hundred and 
twenty thoufand. The reft of the tripos alfo 
made ufe of lwords. This multitude came to- 
| gether to Hebron to David, with a great quan¬ 
tity of corn, and w^ne, and all other forts of 
food, and eltablilhed D avid in his kingdom 
with one confent. And when the people had 
rejoiced for three days in Hebron, David and 
all the people removed and came to Jcrufalem. 


C II A P. IIE. 

How David laid Siege In fernfahni ; and what 
be bad taken the City , be cajl the Canaanitcs 
out of it , and brought in the fews to inhabit 
therein. 

§ i.\TOW the jebufites, who were the in- 
habitants of Jerui'alcm, and were by 

cx- 

| Thefe words of Jofcphus concerning the tribe of Wit- 
char, whoforeknew what was to come hereafter, arc thebeffc 
paraphrafed by the parallel text, r Cbron. xii. 32. Who 
had undtrjiandtrtg of the times to b:ow what Ifrael ought to do; 

th; t 
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extraction Canaanites, fhut their gates, and 
placed the blind, and the lame, and all their 
maimed perfons upon the wall, in way ol dc- 
rilion of the king ; and laid, That “ the very 
lame thcmfelvcs would hinder his entrance into 
it.” This' they did out of contempt of his 
power, and as depending on the ftrength ol 
their walls. David was hereby enraged, and 
began the liege of Jerufalem, and employed 
his utmoil diligence and alacrity therein, as in- !i 
tending, by the taking of this place, to demon- J: 
Urate his power, and to intimidate all others 
that might be of the like [evil] difpofition to¬ 
wards him : So he took the lower city by force, 
V * H'lauet nekToif^ftill ; whence it was 
king, knowing tlnN-ghe propolals of 
and rewards would encourage the 
ioune.. to greater ad ions, promiled that he 
v.'ho fliould lirff go over the ditches that were 
beneath the citadel, .and ihould alcend to the 
cit id cl itlelf and take it, Ihould have the com¬ 
mand of the entire people conferred upon him. 
So they all were ambitious to alcend, and 
thought no pains too great, in order to alcend 
thither, out of their delire of the chief com¬ 
mand. However Joah, the fon of Zerui.ih, 
prevented the red ; and, as Coon as he was got 
up to the citadel, cried out to the king, and claim¬ 
ed the chief command. 

th.it is, Who l-..vl fo ranch knowledge in aftronomy as to 
imkc k.denders foi the Ifimelite , that they might keep their 
feiliv.ils, ami plough and low, and gather in their harveits 
and vintage in due fealon. 

* What our other copies fay of mount Sion, as alone 
properly called the city if David, 2 Sam. v. 6,—9. and of 
this it; ft ego and conquell now by David, Jofephus applies 
to the wlioie city jerufalem, tltough including the citadel 
alio: B/ what autiiority we do not now know; perhaps after 
David had united them together, or joined the citadel to 
the lower city, as j 2. jofephus eflcemed them as one city. 
However, this notion feeno to be confirmed by what the 
fame Jole'plms fays concerning David’s and many other 
kings of Judah’s lepulchrcs, which, as the authors of tHe 
books of Kings and Chronicles fay, were in the city tf IX 1- 
vld; fo does jofephus ilill fay they were in, Jerufalem. 
TJic fepulchre of David feems to have been alfira known 
piace in the feveral days of Hyrcanus, of Iierod, and of 
St Peter, Antiq. 13 . XIII. ch. viii. § 4. 13 . XVI. ch. vii. § 1. 
Ads ii. 29- Now no lueh royal fepulchres have been 
found about mount Sion, but are found clofe by the qorth 
wall of jerufalem, which I iufped therefore to be tinfe 
very fepulchres. See the note on chap. xv. §3. I11 the 
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2. When David had call the Jebufirea out 
of tltc citadel, he alfo rebuilt Jerulalcm, and 
named it, ‘The city of David, and abode there 
ail the time of his reign : But for the time that 
lie reigned over the tribe of Judah only in Heb¬ 
ron, it was leven years and fix months. Now 
when he had cholen Jerufalem to he his roya 
city, Iris allairs did more and more profper, hj 
the providence of God, who took care that the} 
Ihould improve and be augmented. Hiram al¬ 
fo, the king of the Tyrians, lent amballadors 
to him, and made a league of mutual friend- 
{hip and aUillance. with him. He alfo font him 
prefents, cedar trees, and mechanics, and men 
fkilful in building and archifedturc, that they 
might build him a royal palace at jerufalem. 
Now David made buildings round about the 
lower city : he alio joined the citadel to it, and 
made it one body ; and when he had cncom- 
palled all with walls, he appointed Joab to take 
care of them. It was David therefore who fir/fc 
call the Jebufites out of Jerufalem, and called 
it by his own name [ The city of David ] ; for 
under our forefather Abraham it was called 
\_Sala11 or] '[ Solytna ; hut after that time fomc 
lay that Homer mentions it by that name of 
Solytna [[for he named the temple Solyma, ac¬ 
cording to the Hebrew language, which denotes 

fecurity.]] 

me.in time, Jofqdmds explication of the time, anil lie 
blind, and the nniint 7, as let to keep this city or citadel, 
feems to he the truth, and gives the belt light to that 
hiitory in our Bible Mr Ottius truly obfenes, ,y. I laver- 
camp, p. 303. that Jolophus never mentions lpriunt Sio:: 
by that name, as taking it for an appellative, as i (hppof., 
and not for a proper name : He it ill cither ilyles it th. 
citadel or the u[>prr aty ; nor do I fee any realon for Mr 
Ottius’s evi! fulpicions about this procedure of Jofephus. 

j- Some copies of Jofephus have licio &/;»;■> or Solo., 
and others Hierofihma or J eruption. Th 1 l.tf.er hell agre 
to what Jofephus fays cifewhere, Of the V.'ar, 13. Vi 
ch. x. that this city was called Solyma or Salem before the 
days of Rlelthifedcc, but was by him called Hi,r,flpna or 
Jerufalem. I ruther fuppofc it to have been fo called after 
Abraham had received that oracle Jeho vah Jink, 1 he Lor ’ 
will fee or provide, (Jen. xxii. 14 . 'Idle latter word Jive:. 
with- a little alteration, prefixed to the old name Salem, 
Peace, Mull be Jerufalem. And fince that cvpiefhwi, ILe 
will fee, or rather, God will provide tnvjrif a L,mb f.» 
a btirnt-cfferiii", ver. 8 . I.l. is there laid to have been pro¬ 
verbial till the days of Mofch; this feems to me the mold 

p:e 
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ficttn/y.]] Now the whole time from the war¬ 
fare under Jofhua our general againi! the Ca- 
naanites, and from that war in which he over¬ 
came them and dillributed the land among the 
Hebrews (nor could the Ifraelites ever cad the 
Canaanites out of Jcrufalcm until this' time, 
when David took it by liege) this wliolc time 
was five hundred and fifteen years. 

5. 1 shall now make mention of Araunah, 
who was a wealthy man among the Jebuhtcs, 
but was not lla’m by David in the fiege of Jeru- 
falem, becaufe of the good-'will he bore to the 
] Hebrews, and a particular benignity and a flec¬ 
tion which lie had to the king himfelf, which 
1 fhalI take a more feafonable opportunity to 
fpcak of a little afterwards. Now David m.r- 
ried other wives over and above thole which lie 
had before : He hail aifo concubines. The ions 
which lie had were in number eleven, whole 
n uncs were, Amnon, Em nos. Than, Nathan, 
.Solomon, Johan, Elion, Phedna, Ennaphen, 
jc:i ae, Eliphaie ; and a daughter, Tamar. 
Nine of thefe were born of legitimate wives; 
but the two lad named, of concubines ; and T a- 
mar had the fame mother with Abfalom. 
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pitched their camp therein. But the ki^g of 
the Jew?, * who never permitted himfelf to'do 
any thing without prophecy, and the com¬ 
mand of God, and without depending on him 
as a ieeurity tor the time to come bid the 
high pried to foretel to him what was the 
will of God, and what would he the event of 
this battle. And when he had foretold that 
lie lhould gain the victory, and the dominion, 
he led out his army again!! the Philidines ; 
and when the battle was joined, he’eame hun¬ 
ted behind, and fell upon tlie enemy on the 
ludden, and hew tome of them, and put the 
red to flight. And icu^ao one fun pofc that it 
was a final! army <T r the PlimTiines'uia't came 
againil the 1 s, as gucfdng lb from the 

bkklennela or their defeat, and from t! eir lull¬ 
ing perfoimcd no great a<11 ion, or that was 
worth recording, from the flownefs of their 
march, and want of courage; but let him know, 
that ail Syria and Phenicia, with many other 
nations hdidcs them, and thole warlike nations 
alio, came to their abidance, and had a lharc 
in this war : Which tiling was the only caufc 
why, when they had been fo often conquered, 
and had led io many ten thouiands of their men, 
they Itill came upon the Hebrews with greater 
armies; nay, indeed, when they had fo often 
failed of their purpofc in these battles, they 
came upon David with an army three times 
as numerous as before, and pitched their camp 
on the lame foot of ground as before. The 
king of lira el therefore enquired of God again 
concerning the event of the battle; and the 
high pried propheiied to him, that he diculd 
keep his army in the groves called the Groves 
of J'Ydt-J'h/jr, which were not far from the ene¬ 
mies camp ; and that he lhould £ot move, nor 

begin 


mob 1! ' ■ dcriv.iri r> of that rr.ne, which will then denote 
. I !• ftz,v . / //.••' Until -f (Ji.l /> ivn' to 

7 ,'{/• r; i V /.'■„■ -f However, that \\ inch is 

]i,ii into tl.-Hd*;. invitf ivi hradly he fuppofed the "niu- 
3 i word, < 1 Jed pirns, as Dr Hudihn well judges. 

' it ch lei.. 1 '. J-cie to he remarked, that Saul vuy r arc- 
1,-, .. 1 David, very lsequent!)', confulted God by Urim ; 
and th it David turned always to depend, not oil his own 
t-i-tj iei.ee or abilities, Luton the ditine direction, contrary 


to Saul’s practice ; fee $ 2. and the note on Antiq. It. Ill. 
chap. viii. § 9. .And when Saul’s daughter (hut David’s 
wile) Miehal, laughed at David’s dancing before the nil., 
2 Sam. < i. 16, t*s V. and litre, § 1, 2, 3. it is probable Hi.; 
did io, becaufe her lather Saul did not ule to pay furh 
regard (o that ark, to the Urim there enquired by, or to 
God’s wo rib ip before it, and becaufe ihe thought it bo- 
nea£h the dignity of a king to be fo religious). 
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begijy to fight, till the trees of the grove fiiould 
be In motion without the winds blowing; but 
as foon as thefe trees moved, and the time fore¬ 
told to him by God was come, he Ihould with¬ 
out delajueo out to gain what was an already 
prepared and evident victory; for the feveral 
ranks of the enemies army did not fuftain him, 
but retreated at the firft onfet, whom he clole- 
ly followed, and flew them as he went along, 
and purfued them to the city Gaza (which is 
the limit or their country); after this, he fpoiled 
their camp, in which he found great riches; 
and he deftroyed their gods. 

2. When this Jl&lEpxpved the event of the 
battle, David thought if^roper, upon a con- 
fultation with the elders, ancT'vcd.crs, and cap¬ 
tains of thoufands, to fend for thofe that were 
in the flower of their age out of all his country¬ 
men, and out of the whole land, and withal for 
the priefls and the Levites, in order to their go¬ 
ing to Kirjathjearim, to bring up the ark of 
God out of that city, and to carry it to Jerufa- 
1 cm, and there to keep it, and offer before it 
thole facrifices, and thofe other honours with 
which God tiled to be well pleafed ; for had 
they done thus in the rcigr?*bf Saul, they had 
not undergone any great misfortunes at all. So 
when the whole body of the people were come 
together, as they had refolved to do, the king 
came to the ark, which the priefts brought out 
of the houle of Aminadab, and laid it upon a 
new cart, and permitted their brethren and 
their children to draw it, together with the 
oxen. Before it went the king, and the whole 
multitude of the people with him, finging hymns 
to God, and making ufe of all forts of longs 
ufual 4inong them, with variety of the founds 
of mufical inflruments, and with dancing and 
finging of plairns, as alfo with the founds of 
trumpets and of cymbals, and fo brought the 
ark to Jerufiilem. But as they were come to 
the threlhing-floor of Chidon, a place fo called, 

* Jofqihusfeems to be partly in the right, when he ob- 
ferves here, that Uzzah was no prieft (though perhaps he 
might he a Levitt) and was therefore ft ruck dead for touch¬ 
ing thcthcark, contrary to the law, and for which prophanc 
rafhneh; death was the penalty by that law, Numb. iv. 
it;, 20 Sec the like before, Antiq. B. VI. chap. i. c 4. 


Uzzah * was flain by the anger of God ; for as 
the oxen fliook the ark, he ftrctched out his 
hand, and would needs take hold of it. Now 
becaufe he was not a prieft, and yet touched 
the ark, God ftruck him dead : Hereupon both 
the king and the people were difplcafed at the 
death of Uzzah ; and the place where he died 
is fit III called the Breach of Uzzah unto this 
day. So David was afraid, and luppoling that, 
il he received the ark to himfelf into the city, 
he might fuller in the like manner as Uzzah 
bad fullered, who, upon his bare putting out 
his hand to the ark, died in the manner alrea¬ 
dy mentioned; he did not receive it to lr.nfclf 
into the city, but he took if alkie unto a cer¬ 
tain place belonging to a righteous man, whole 
name was Obededom, who was by his family a 
Levite, and depolited the ark with him; and 
it remained there three entire months : this 
augmented the houfe of Obededom, and con¬ 
ferred many blelhngs upon it. And when fin¬ 
king heard what had befallen Obededom, hoc 
he was become of a uc^r man, in a low eft ate, 
exceeding happy, and the object of envy to all 
thole that law or enquired after his houfe, he 
took courage, and hoping that lie fhould meet 
with no misfortune thereby, he transferred the 
ark to Ins own houfe, the priefts • anying il ; 
while levers companies of lingers, who were let 
in that order by the king, went hcfoie j- ; and 
while he liimicH placed upon the hug, and 
joined in the muiic ; iulomuch, that when his 
wife Michu), the daughter oi Saul, who was 
our firft lung, law him to doing, flic laughed 
at him. But when they had brought in the 
ark, they placed it under the tabernacle which 
David had pitched for it, and he ofilavd colliy 
lacrillccs, and peaec-offc;lugs, and treated the 
whole multitude, and dealt both to the women, 
and the men, and the inlants, a loaf of bread 
and a cake, and another cake baked in a pan, 

with 

It is not improbable th.11 the putting this ark ii; :> rt, 
when it ought to have lnen omicti bv the priel 1 Br J.e- 
vites, as it was prHenftv here in Jofephus I’o c.titic*l from 
ObededomV, houk: to: n.n id’a., miglit he .-ill.-/ ,ni o -eafsor) 
of the anger of Cod on that breach vl hi", |nv. See Kami, 
iv, 15. j Citron. \v. i ". 
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with a portion of the facrificc. So when he 
had thus feaftcd the people, he 1’ent them away, 
arid he himfelf returned to his own houfe. 

3. But when Michal his wife, the daughter 
of Saul, came and flood by him, fhe wifhed 
him all other happineis ; and intrcated, that 
whatfoever he lhould farther deli re, to the ut- 
mofi poflibility might be given him by God, 
and that he might be favourable to him ; yet 
did fhe blame him, that lo great a king as he 
was, lhould dance after an unfeemly manner, 
and in his dancing, uncover himfelf among the 
fervants and hand-maidens. But he replied, 
“ That he was not afhamed to do what was 
acceptable to God, who had preferred him be¬ 
fore her father, and before all others : that he 
would play frequently, and dance, without any 
regard to what the hand-maidens, and fhe hex- j 
fell thought of it.” So this Michal, who was 
David's wife, had no children ; however, when 
fhe was afterward married to him tq whom 
Saul her father had given her (for at this time 
David had taken her away from him, and had 
her himfelf) fhe bare five children. But con¬ 
cerning thofe matters I fhall dilcourfe in a pro¬ 
per place. 

4. Now when the king law that his affairs 
grew better almoft every d'iv, by the will of 
God, be thought he lhould offend him, if, 
while he himfelf continued in houfes made of 
cedar, inch as were o£'a great height, and had 
the moll curious works of architecture in them, 
he ’lhould overlook the ark while it was laid in 
a tabernacle, and was dcfirous to build a tem¬ 
ple to God, as : Mofes had predicted fuch a 
temple fliould be built. And when he had dif- 
courled with Nathan the prophet about thefe 
things, and been encouraged by him to do 
wjiatl’ocver he had a mind to do, as having 

* Jofrplim here informs ns, that according to his un- 
<lei (landing of the fenfe of his copy of the Pentateuch, 
Motes hail himfelf Jorctohl the building of the temple, 
which yet is no where that I know of in our prefent co¬ 
pies : And that this i; not a niiftake fet down by him un¬ 
warily, appears by wlnt lie obferved before, Antic]. B. IV. 
chap. \iii. ;• .]rt. bow Mofes foretold, that upon the Jews 
future difrbedicnce, their temple fliould be burnt and re¬ 
built, and that not once only, but fevcral times afterward. 
See alfo Joftphusb mention of God’s former commands to 


God with him, and his helper in all things, he 
was thereupon the more ready to fet about that 
building. But God appeared to Nathan that 
very night, and commanded him to f fay to 
David, That “ he took his purpnff 1 and his 
dclires kindly, fince nobody had before now 
taken it into their head to build him a temple, 
although upon his having fuch a notion lie 
would not permit him to build him that tem¬ 
ple, becaufe he had made many^jvars, and 
was defiled with the daughter of his enemies : 
that, however, after his death, in his old age, 
and when he had lived a long time, there 
fliould be a temple fon of " ’ 

: fliould take the kingdom after him, T 
, be c^J'cd SolcffiOh\ whom he prom iff, 
vide for, as a father provides for hi; 
preserving the kingdom for his foil’s putuiiy, 

; and delivering it to them, but that he would 
11:11 punilh him if he finned, with difeafes, and 
barrennefs of laud.” When David underftood 
this from the prophet, and was overjoyful at 
this knowledge of the fure continuance of the 
dominion to his pollerity, and that his houfe 
lhould be fplendick and very famous, he came 
to the ark, and fen down on his face, and be¬ 
gan to adore God, and to return thanks to 
him for all his benefits, as well for thofe that 
he had already bellowed upon him, in railing 
him from a low Hate, and from the employ¬ 
ment of a lhephcrd, to fo great dignity of do¬ 
minion and glory; as for thole alio which he 
had promifed to his pollerity ; and befides, for 
that providence which he had exercifed over 
the Hebrews in procuring them the liberty 
they enjoyed: And when he had laid thus, 
and had fung an hymn of praife to Gtad, he 
went his way. 

C H A P. 

build fuch a temple prcfently, chap. xiv. § 2. contrary to 
our other copies, or at leaf! to our trantlation of the He¬ 
brew, 2 Sam. vii. 6 , 7. 1 Chron. xvii. 5, 6. 

f Jofcphus feems in this place, with our modern inter¬ 
preters, to confound the two dillincl predictions wbit'll 
God made to David, and to Nathan, concerning the build - 
ing him a temple by one of David’s poftenty, the one be¬ 
longing to Solomon, the other to the Mefliah -, the diflinc- 
tion between which is of the grealeft confcijnence to the 
Chriliian religion. 
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How David brought under the Philifines, and 
the Moabites , and the Kings of Sophcne , and 
of Dumafcus , and of the Syrians , as alfo the 
ldimeans , in War ; and how he made a 
League with the King of Hamath; and was 
mindful of the Friendfoip that Jonathan, the 

Son of Saul , had borne to him. 

•* 

§ i. A LITTLE while after this he con- 
/~Y fidered that he ought to make war 
again ft the Philiftines, and not to fee any idle- 
nels or lazinefs permitted in his management, 

'■ •'vgh.t.preTcT e-s God had foretold to 
when he had ’e,rthrown his ene- 
: fhould leave his polfbiity t.o edgn in 
pcav. afterward : So he called together his 
army again, and when he had charged them to 
he ready and prepared for war, and when he 
thought that all things in his army were in a 
good date, he removed from Jerufalem and 
came againft the Philiftines ; and when he had 
overcome them in battle, and had cut off a 
great pan of their country, and adjoined it to ! 
the country of the Hebrews, he transferred the 
war to the Moabites; and when he had over¬ 
come two parts ot their army in battle, he took 
die remaining part captive, and impofed tribute 
upon them to be paid annually. Pie then ! 
made war againft Kadadezcr, the fon ol Re- j 
hob, king of Sophcne : and when he had 
joined battle with him at the river Euphrates, 
he deftroyed twenty thoufand of his footmen, 
and about feven thoufand of his horfemen. 
Pic alfo took a thoufand of his chariots, and 
deftroyed the greateft part of them, and or¬ 
dered that no more than * one hundred fliould 
be kept. 

2. Now when f Hadad, king of Damafcus, 

* David’s referring only too chariots for himfelf out of 
iooo he had taken from liadadezer, was molt probably 
done in compliance with the law of Mofes, which forbad 
iking of Ifrac! to multiply horfes to himfelf, Deut. xvii. 16. 
©ttrof the principal ufes of horfes in Judea at that time 
yeing for their chariots. See Jofli. xii. 6 . and 

Aiuiq- }Xv- chap. i. § 18. 

-)• It deferves here to be remarked, that this Hadad, 
being a very great king, was conquered by David, whofe 
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and of Syria, heard that David fought againft 
Pladadezer, who was his friend, he came to 
his affiftance with a powerful army, in hopes • 
to refeue him ; and when he had joined battle 1 
with David at the river Euphrates, he failed? 
of his purpofe, and loft in the battle a great 
number of his foldiers; for there were Jflaln of 
the army of Pladad twenty thoufand, and all 
the reft fled.. Nicolaus alfo [of Damafcus] 
makes mention of this king, in the fourth book 
of his hiftorics ; where he fpcaks thus: “ A 
great while after thefe things had happened, 
there was one of that country whofe name was 
Hadad , who was become very potent ; he 
reigned over Damafcus, and the othei parts of 
Syria, excepting Phenicia. Pie made war a- 
gainft David, the king of Judea, and tried his 
fortune in many battles, and particularly in the 
laft battle at Euphrates, wherein he was beaten. 
Pie feemed to have been the moft excellent 
of all their kings in ftrength and manhood.” 
Nay, befides this, he lays of his pofterity, 
That “ after his death they fucccedcd one ano¬ 
ther in his kingdom, and in his name where 
he thus fpeaks : “ When Pladad was dead his 
pofterity reigned for ten generations, each of 
his lucceflfors receiving from his father, that his 
dominion, and this his name ; as did the Ptole¬ 
mies in Egypt. But the third was the moft 
powerful ot them all, and was willing to avenge 
the defeat his forefather had received: fo he 
made an expedition againft the Jews, ancMkid 
wafte the city which is now called Samamt.*' 
Nor did he err from^he truth ; for this is that 
Hadad who made the expedition againft Sa¬ 
maria, in the reign of Ahab, king of lift'd ; 
concerning whom we Audi fpeak in due place 
hereafter. 

3. Now 

pofterity yet for feveral generations were culled Benhadad , 
or the fon of Hadad , till the days of liaz.ael, whofe fon 
Adur ox A dee is alfo in our Hebrew copy, 2 Kings xiii. 24. 
written Benhadad , but in jofephus Adad or A Jar. Aik! 
ftmngq it is, that the fon of Iiazael, faid to he fiich in 
the fame text, and in Jofephus, Antiq. B. 1 X. eh. \ hi. j 7. 
fhould itill be called the fon of Iiadnd: i would thcrefotc 
here correct our Hebrew copy from Jolqdius’e, which 
Teems to has c the true reading. 
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3. Now when David had made an expedi¬ 
tion againft Damafcus, and the other parts of 
Syria, and had brought it all into fubjc&ion, 
and had placed garrifons in the country, and 
appointed that they fhould pay tribute, he re¬ 
turned home. He alfo dedicated. to God, at 
Jcrufalem, the golden quivers, the entire ar¬ 
mour which the guards of Hadad ufed to wear, 
which Shifhak, the king of Egypt, took away, 
when he fought with David’s grandfon Reho- 
boam ; with a great deal of other wealth, which 
he carried out of Jcrufalem: However, thcle 
things will come to be explained in their proper 
places hereafter. Now as for the king of the 
Hebrews, he was aflifted by God, who gave 
him great fuccefs in his wars ; and lie made 
an expedition againft the heft cities of Hada- 
dezer, Betah, and Machon ; fo he took them 
by force, and laid them wallc. Therein was 
found a very great quantity of gold and filver, 
be/ides that fort of brafs which is laid to be 
more valuable than gold ; of which brafs Solo¬ 
mon made that large veil'd which was called 
the [brazen] fca , and thole raoft curious lavers , 
when he built the temple for God. 

4. But when the king of Hamath was in¬ 
formed of the ill fuccefs of Hadadczcr, and had 
heard of the ruin of his army, he was afraid 
on*his own account, and relbfvcd to make a 
league of'friendfhip and fidelity with David 
before he fhould conic againft him ; fo he 
fcnJ^o him his fun joram, and profdled that 
Jft^mvcd him thanks for his fighting againft 
J-Jadadezer, who was Ids enemy, and made 
a league with him of mutual afKftance and 
friendfhip. He all’o lent him prefents, veil els 
•of ancient work/nanfhip, both of gold, of filver, 
and of brafs. So when David had made this 
league of mutual abidance with Toi (for that 
was the name of the king of Hamath) and had 
received the prefents he lent him, he difmilfed 
hits fon with that refpect which was due on 

" By tills viaory over the Idumeons or Edomites, the 
poifemy of Eftu, and by the ccmfcquent tribute paid by 
that nation to the jews, were the prophecies delivered 
to E 1 hueeu.before Jacob and Tifau were born, and by old 
Brae before his death, that ike tltkr, Lf.tu, or the Cdom- 


both Tides. But then David brought thofeypre- 
fents that were fent by hitp, as alfo the reft of 
the gold and filver which he had taken of the 
cities whom he had conquered ; and dedicated 
them to God. Nor did God give yidary and 
fuccefs to him only when he went to the bat¬ 
tle himfelf, and led his own army ; but he gave 
vi&ory to Abifhai, the brother of Joab, general 
of his forces, * over the Idumeans, and by him 
to David, when he fent him with an army in- 
to Idumea ; for Abifhai deftroyed eighteen 
thoufand of them "in the battle : whereupon the 
king [of lfrael] placed garrifons "through all 
Idumea, and received tGvtuibute of 5 he coun¬ 
try, and of every; bead among them. Now 
David was in his nature juft, and made bis de¬ 
terminations with regard to truth. lie had 
for the general of his whole army Joab ; and 
he made Jehofhaphat, the fon of Ahilud, re¬ 
corder. lie alfo appointed Zadok, of the fa¬ 
mily of Phineas, to be high prieft, together 
with Abiathar, for he was his friend. He alfo 
made Seifan the feribe ; and committed the 
command over the guards of his body.to Be- 
naiali, the fon of Jehoiada. His elder ions 
were near his body, and had the care of it 
alfo. 

5. I t e alfo called to mind the covenants and 
the oaths he had made with Jonathan, the fon 
of Saul, and the friendfhip and affection Jona¬ 
than had for him; for belides all the reft of 
Iris excellent qualities, with which he was en¬ 
dowed, he was alfo exceeding mindful of fuch 
as had at other times bellowed benefits upon 
him : Pie therefore gave order that enquiry 
fhould be made, whether any of Jonathan’s 
lineage were living, to whom be might make 
return of that familiar acquaintance which 
Jonathan had had with him, and for which he 
was ftill debtor. And when one of Sauls 
freedmen was brought to him, who was ac¬ 
quainted 

ites, fnould fti-vc the younger, Jacob, or flic Ifraelites, m -1 
Jacob or the liraclites Jkoulti be Efau’s, or ii • EdcVrnite.. 
the Lord remarkably fulfilled. Bee AntfcjGiWlU. chap, 
vii. §6. Gen. xxv. 23. and the notes on Antiq. ILL Gup. 
xriii. (> 5, 6 . 
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^uai^stcd with thofc of his family that were 
fiiKliving, he afked him, “ Whether he could 
tell him of any one belonging to Jonathan that 
w^s now alive, and capable of a requital of the 
benefits,which he had received from Jonathan?” 
And when he .faid, “ That a fon of his was 
remaining, whofe name was Mephibojbetb , But • 
that he was lame of his feet; for that when 
his nurfe heard that the father and grandfather 
of the child was fallen in the battle, fbe fnatch- 
ed him up, and fled away, and let him fall 
from her fhoulders, and his feet were lamed.” 
So when he had learned where, and by whom 
hg was brought up, he fent meflengers to Ma¬ 
ch hy to Ahe city JLodeb^r; for with him was 
f'the fdn of Jonathan brougham; and fent for 
hi,m to come to him. So when Mephtriulheth 
came to the king, lie fell on his face and wor¬ 
th ipped him ; but David encouraged him, and 
bid him be of good cheer, and expert better 
times. So he gave him his father’s houfe, and 
all the eftatc which his grandfather Saul was : 
in pofTcfiion of, and bid him come and diet I 
with him at his own table, and never to be , 
abfent one day from that table. And when ! 
the youth had worshipped him, on account of 
his words, aifd gifts given to him, he called 
for Ziba, and told him, that he had given the ] 
youth his father’s houfe, and all Saul’s eflate. 
He alfo ordered that Ziba fhould cultivate his 
land, and take care of it, and bring him the 
profits of ail to Jerufalem. Accordingly David 
brought him to his table every day ; and be- 
. flowed upon the youth, Ziba and his fons, 
■who were in numbei* fifteen, and his fervants, 
who were in number twenty. When the king 
had made thefe appointments, and Ziba had 
worihipped him, and promifed to do all 
that he had bidden him, he went his way ; fo 
• that this' fon of Jonathan dwelt at Jerufalem, 
and dieted at the king’s table, and had the 
fame care that a fon could claxmtaken of him. 
He alfo had himfelf a fon, whom he named 
Micha. M - 
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How the again]} the Ammo- 

happily concluded. 

§ 1. vverc the honours that fuch 

•E^^ ^wei'e left of Saul’s and Jona¬ 
than’s ved from David. About 

thisthe king of the Am- 
a friend of David’s : and 
when MS'fen half fucceeded his father in the 
kingdom,; David fent amhafladors to him to 
comfort him; and exhorted him to take his 
father’s death patiently, and to expc& that he 
would continue the fame kindnefs to himfelf 
which he had fhewn to his father. But the 
princes of the Ammonites took this m<?flage in 
evil part, ,and not as David’s kind difpoiitions 
gave reafon to take it, and they excited the 
king to refent it j and faid, that David had 
fent men to fpy out the country, and what 
ftrength it had, under the pretence of human¬ 
ity and kindnefs. They farther advi/k! him 
to have a care, and not to give heed to Da¬ 
vid’s words, left he fliould be deluded .by him, 
and fo fall into an inconfolable calamity. Ac¬ 
cordingly Nahafb’s [fon] the king Of the Am¬ 
monites, thought thefe princes fpake v, hat was 
more probable than the truth would admit, 
and fo abuied the amhafladors after a vary 
harfli manner ; fur he fhaved the one half of 
their beards, and cut off' one half of their gar¬ 
ments, and fent his anfwer, not in words/but 
in deeds. When the king of Ifrael fawfjp% 
he had indignation at it, and fhewed openly 
that he would not overlook this injurious anti 
contumelious treatment, hut would make war 
1 with the Ammonites, and would avenge this 
i wicked treatment of his amhafladors on their 
, king. ' -So that king’s intimate friends and 
j commanders underftandihg that they had vio¬ 
lated-their league, and were liable to be punifh- 
ed for the fame, made preparation for war: 
they alfo fent a thoufand talents to the Syrian 
king of Mesopotamia, and endeavoured to 
-prevail with him to affift them for that pay, 
and Shobach. Now thefe kings had twenty 
3 K- thoufand 
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%ired the king 
and a fourth 
had twelve 


thoufand footmen, 
of tl re country, called 
king, by name Ifhtob ; #fi 
thoufand armed men. ^ 

2. But David was 

at this confederacy, nor at 4 yw | jujss of the 
Ammonites; and putting God, 

hccaufe he was going w^hHHP|^ catife* 
on account of the injuriotM|^|^iftffl^the had | 
met with, he immediately%nf 5 j6«b, the cap- 
tain of his hoft, agaiult them, and gave him 
the flower of his army, who pitefted his camp 
by Rabbath, the metropolis of the Ammonites; 
whereupon the enemy came out, and fet them- 
felves in array, not all of. them together, but 
in two' bodies; for the auxiliaries were fet in 
array in the plain by themfelves, but the army 
of the Ammonites at the gates over againft the 
Hebrews. When Joab law this, he oppofed 
one lira t a gem againft another, and chofe out 
the moll hardy part of his men, and fet them 
in oppofition to the king of Syria, and the 
kings that were with him,, and gave the other 
part to his brother Abifhai, and bid him fet 
them in oppofition to the Ammonites; and 
faid to hiifr, That “ in cafe he fhould fee that 
the Syrians diftrdfed him, and were .too hard 
tor him, he fhould order his troops to turn a- 
b©ut, and affift him and he faicl, That “ he 
himfelf would do the fame to him, if he faw j 


monites to be qpiet, nor. to own thof, th^t 
were fuperior to them to %e fo, and be ? 3 l -; 
but they fent to Chalaman, the king of the Sy¬ 
rians, beyond Euphrates, andlhired him for 
an auxiliary. He had Shobach for tlje captain 
of his hoft, with eighty thoufand footmen, 
and ten thoufand horfemen. Now when the 
king of the Hebrews underftood that the Am¬ 
monites had again .gathered fo great an army 
together, he determined to make war with 
them no longer by his generals, but he paffed 
over the river Jordan himfelf, with all his 
army ; and when he met them, he joined bat¬ 
tle with them, and overcame them, and flew 
forty thoufand oOIleirTootmen, and • feven 
thoufand of thei^ norfemen. He alfo wound- 
ed Shubach, the general of Chalaman’s forces, 
who died of that ftroke ; but the people of 
Mefopotamia, upon luch a conclufion of the 
battle, delivered themfelves up to David, and 
fent him prefents, who at winter-time return¬ 
ed to Jerufalem: But at the beginning of the 
fpring he. fent Joab, the captain of his hoft, 
to fight againft the Ammonites, who over-ran 
all their country, and laid it wafte, and flrut 
them up in their metropolis Rabbah, and be- 
freged them therein. * 
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him in the like diftrefs from the Ammonites.” j 
So he fent his brother before, ami encouraged ,j 
to do every thing courageoufly, and with 
alacrity, which would teach them to, be afraid . 
of difgracc, and .to fight manfully ; and fo he 
difmifled him to fight with the. Ammonites, j 
while he fell upon the Syrians. And though j 
they made a ftrong oppofition for a while, Joab J 
flew many' of- them, but compelled the reft to. i 
betake themfelves to flight-? which when the J 
Ammonites faw, and were withal afraid of 
Abifhai and his army, they ftaid no longer,, 
but imitated their auxiliaries* and fled to the 
city. So Joab, when he had thus overcome 
the enemy, returned with* great glory to Je¬ 
rufalem to the king. 

3. Tins defeat did not ftiU induce the Am- 


Hb‘w David fell in Love with Bathjhcba , and 
few her Hufband Uriah, for which he is re¬ 
proved by Nathan . 

§ 1. UT David fell now into a very griev- 
fj ous fin, though he were otherwife 
naturally a righteous and a religious man, and 
one that.firmly obferved the laws of our fathers: 
For when late in an evening he took a view 
round him from the roof of his royal palace, 
where he ufed to, walk at that hour, he faw a 
woman waffling herfelf in her own houfe ; the 
was one of extraordinary beauty, and therein 
furpafled all other women; her name was Bath- 
So he was overcome by that woman 
bgaiity, and was not able to reftranThic defines.: 

' “'but. 
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L*c- Lflt for her, and lay with her. Hereupon 
fhfcxonceived withj&ild, and fent to the king, 
that he fhould; contrive fome way for conceal¬ 
ing her fin (for according to the laws of their 
fathers, .(lie, who had been guilty of adultery, 
ought to be put to death). So the king fent 
for joab’s armour-bearer from the fiege, who 
was the woman’s hulband; and his name was 
Uriah: and when, he was come, the king 
enquired of him about the army, and about 
the fiege; and when he had made anfwer, 
that all their affairs went according to their 
wifhes, the king took fome portions of meat 
from hL fupper, and jjave them to him, and 
bacV'hhn cn home to ins wife, and take his reft 
'with her. Uriah did not ctofp. but flept near 
the king with the red of his armcrw^btarers. 
When the king was informed of this, he afked 
him why he did not go home to his houfe, and 
to his wife, after io long an abfence ? whichds 
the natural cuftcm of all men, when they come 
from a long journey. He replied. That it was 
not right, while his fellow-foldiers, and the 
general of the army, flept upon the ground, in 
the camp, and in an enemy’s country, that he 
fhould go and take his reft, and folace himfelf 
with his wife.' 80 when he had thus replied, 
the king ordered him to flay there that night, 
that he might difmifs him the next day to the 
general. So the king invited Uriah to fupper. 
and after a cunning and dextrous manner plied 
him with drink at fupper, till he was thereby 
difordered ; yet did he neverthelefs fleep at the 
king’s gates, without any inclination to go to 
his wife. Upon this the king was very angry 
at him; and wrote to Joab, and commanded 
him to punifh Uriah; for he told him that he 
had offended him ; and fuggefted to hkn the 
manner in which he, would have him pynifh- 
ed, that it might not be difeovered that he was 
Kimfelf the author of this his punifhment; for 
he charged him to fet him over againft that part 
of the enemies army where the attack would 
be the moft hazardous, and where he might 
^ ikferted, a neb be in the greateft jeopardy ; 
t)pr hehjddftm order his fellow-foldiers to*re- 
urt~6ut of the fight. When he had written 


thus to him, and fealed the letter with his own 
feal, he gave it to Uriah to carry it to Joab. 
When Joab had received it, and upon leading 
it underftood the king’s purpoie, be let Uriah 
in that place where he knew the enemy would 
he moft troubiefome to them ; and gave him 
for his partners fome of the belt foldfirs in the 
army; and laid, that he would all’o come to 
their affiftance with the whole army, that if 
poflible they might break down fome pari of 
the wall, and enter the city. And he deified 
him to be glad of the opportunity of expo- 
fmg himfelf to filch great pains, and not be 
difplcafed at it, fince he was a valiant foldier, 
and had a great reputation for His valour, both 
with the king, and with his countrymen. And 
when Uriah undertook the work he was fet 
upon, with alacrity, he gave private orders to 
thofc who were to be: his companions, that 
when they faw the enemy make a fally, they 
fhould leave him. When therefore the He¬ 
brews made an attack upon the city, the Am¬ 
monites were afraid that the enemy might pre¬ 
vent them,, and, get up into the city, and this 
at the very place whither Uriah was order *• 
ed; fo they expofed their heft foldiers to be in 
the fore front, and opened their gates hidden- 
ly, and fell upon the enemy with great vehe¬ 
mence, and ran violently upon them. . When 
thofe that were with Uriah faw this, they all 
retreated backward, as Joab ,had directed them 
before-hand ; but Uriah, as afhamed to run 
away and leave his poll, fuftained the enemy, 
and receiving the violence of their oufet, he 
flew many of them,; but being encompaffed 
round, and caught in the midft of them, he 
was flain, and fome other of his companions 
were flain with him. 

2., When this was done, Joab fent rneffen- 
gers to the king, and ordered them to tell him, 
That “ he did what he could to take the city 
foon, but that, as they made an affault on the 
wall,, they had been forced to retire with great 
lofs.” And bid them, if they faw the king was 
angry, at it, to add this, that “ Uriah was ilain 
alfo.” When the king had heard this of the 

ineif 
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■meflcngf rs, he took it heinoufly, and faid, That 
<k they did wrong when they alfaulted the wall; 
whereas they ought, by undermining, andothcr 
ftratagems of war, to endeavour the taking of 
the city, efpecially when they had before their 
eyes the example of Abimelech, the fon of 
Gideon, who would needs take the tower in 
Thebes by force, and was killed by a large ftone 
thrown at him by an old woman ; and although 
he was a man of great prowefr, he died igno- 
minioufly by the dangerous manner of his af- 
•fault: that they fliould remember this.accident, 
and not come near the enemies wall; for that 
the bell method of making war with fuccefs, 
was to call to mind the accidents of former 
wars, and what good or bad fuccefs had attend¬ 
ed them in the like dangerous cafes, that fo 
they might imitate the one and avoid the o- 
ther.” But when the king was in this difpo- 
fition, the mefienger told him that Uriah was 
ilain alfo ; whereupon he was pacified. So he 
hid the mefienger go back to Joab, and tell him, 
That “tbi-J misfortune is no other than what is 
common among mankind; and that fuch is 
the nature, and fuch the accidents of war, in- 
fornuch, that fometimes the enemy will have 
{‘ucccfs therein, and fometimes others, but that 
he ordered him to go on Hill in his care about 
the liege, that no iil accident might befal him 
in v hereafter : that they ihouklraife bulwarks, 
mid ufe machines in balleging the city ; and 
when they liave gotten it, to overturn its very 
foundations, and to deftroy all thole that are 
in it.” Accordingly the mefienger carried the 
the king’s me 11 age with which he was charged, 
and made hafic to Joab. But $athlhcba, the 
wife of Uriah, when Hie was informed of the 
death of her hufband, mourned for his death 
many days ; and when her mourning was over, 
and the tears which flic Hied for Uriah were 
diied up, the king took her to wife prefently, 
and a fon was born to him by her. 

p. With this marriage God was not well 
pleaded, hut was thereupon angry at David; 
and he appeared to Nathan the prophet in his 
fleep-, and complained of the king. Now Na¬ 
than was a fair and prudent man; and confi- 


dering that kings, when they fall into a P d/loL, 
are guided more by that paflion than they <.rt 
by juftice, he refolved to conceal the threaten- 
ings that proceeded from God, and mad<? a 
good-natured difeourfe to him, and.fills aftci 
the manner following. He defired that the 
king would give him his opinion in the follow¬ 
ing cafe : “ There were, faid he, two men in¬ 
habiting the fame city, the one of them war 
rich, and [the other poor] ; die rich man had 
a great many flocks of cattle, of fheep, and ot 
kine, hut the poor man had but one ewe lamb : 
This he brought up with his children, and let 
her eat her food with them, and lie had file 
fame natural afledlUnToUher which any one 
might have Jpr A daughter. Now upon the 
conriug-of a’flranger to the rich man, he would 
not vouchfafe to kill any of his own flocks, and 
thence fealt his friend, but he fent for the poor 
man’s Iamb, and took her away from him, and 
made her ready for food, and thence feafled 
the llranger.” This difeourfe troubled the king 
exceedingly; and he denounced to Nathan, 
That “ this man was a wicked man who coy Id 
dare to do fuch a tiling; and that it was but 
juft that he fliould reftore the lamb fourfold, 
and lie punifhed with death for it alfo.” Up¬ 
on this Nathan immediately faid, That “ lie 
was himfelf the man who ought to fuller thofc 
punifhments, and that by his own fentcnce, 
and that it was he who had perpetrated thi, 
great and horrid crime. He alfo revealed to 
! him, and laid before him the anger of God a- 
gainll him, who had made him king over the 
army of the Hebrews, and lord of all the na¬ 
tions, and thole many and great nations round 
about him ; who had formerly delivered him 
out of the hands of Saul, and had given him 
fuch^wives as he had juftly and legally marri¬ 
ed; and now this God was defpifed by him, 
and affronted by his impiety, when he had 
married, and now had another man’s wife ; 
and by expofmg her hufband to the enemy, 
had really flam him ; that God would infljd 
punilhments upon hun on 'account of- t'm,> 
idronces of wickednels; that his' own wiVvs 1 

fliould 
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ClvtfiSi# be forced by one of his fons ; and that 
Micffhould be treacheroufly fupplanted by the 
fame fon ; and that although he had perpetra¬ 
ted his wickednefs fecretly, yet fhould that pun- 
iflimcnc •which he was to undergo be inflicted 
publicly upon him ; that moreover, faid he, 
the child which was born to thee of her fhall 
fooii die.” When the king was troubled at 
thefe meffages* and fufficiently confounded, and 
laid with tears and forrow, that he had finned 
(for be was without controverfy a pious man, 
and guilty of no fin at all in his whole life, ex¬ 
cepting thole in t lie matter of Uriah) God had 
companion on him, and was reconciled to him, 
and promifed that he would preferve to him 
both his life and his kingdom: For he faid, 
“ That feeing he repented of the thing's* he had 
done, he was no longer difplealed with him.” 
So Nathan, when he had delivered this pro¬ 
phecy to the king, returned home. 

4. However, God font a dangerous dif- 
temper upon the child that was bom to David 
of the wife of Uriah ; at which the king was 
tumbled, and did not take any food for feven 
days, although his lervants almoft forced him 
to take it, but he clothed himfelf in a black gar¬ 
ment, and fell down, and lay upon the ground 
in fackcloth, intreating God for the recovery of 
the child ; for he vehemently loved the child’s 
mother. But when, on the feventh day, the 
child was dead, the king’s fervants durit not 
tell him of it, as fuppolmg, that when he knew 
it, he would llill lefs admit of food, and other 
care of himfelf, by reafon of his grief at the 
death of his fon; fince, when the child was 
only Tick, he fo greatly affli£ted himfelf, and 
grieved for him. But when the king perceiv¬ 
ed that his fervants were in difordcr, and feem- 
ed to be.affected as thole are who are very de- 
Emm to conceal feme thing, he underflood 
that the child was dead ; and when he had 
called one of his fervants to him, and difeover- 
ed that fo it was, he arofe up and walhed him- 
o^lf,. and took a white garment, and came into 

" ^ * ..Xirat a lalcnt of gold was about 7 lb. weight, fee the 
defeription of the temples, ch. xiii. Nor could Jofephus 
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the tabernacle of God. He alfo commanded 
them to fet fupper before him, and thereby 
greatly lurprifecl his kindred and fervants, while 
he did nothing of this when the child was lick, 
but did if all when he was dead. Whereupon, 
having lirft begged leave to afk him a queflion, 
they befought him to tell them the reafon of 
this his conduit: He then called them u un- 
Ikilful people ; and inilruded tliem how lie 
had hopes of the recovery of the child while 
it was alive, and accordingly did all that was 
proper for him to do, as thinking by fuch 
means to render God propitious to him ; but 
that when the child was dead, there was no 
longer any occafion for grief, which was then, 
to no purpofe.” When he Imd faid this, they 
commended the king’s wifdomand underOand- 
ing. He then went in unto Bathilieba his wife, 
and flic conceived and bare a fon ; and, by the 
command of Nathan the prophet, called his 
name Solomon. 

5. But Joab iorely diitreffed the Ammon¬ 
ites in the liege, by cutting off their waters, 
and depriving them of other means of lublill- 
ence, till they were in the greeted want vf 
meat and drink ; lor they depended only on 
one fmall well of water-, and this they durll 
not drink of too freely, lell the fountain ihould 
entirely Tail them. 80 he wrote to the king, 
and informed him thereof; and perfuaded him 
to come himfelf to take the city, that he might 
have the honour of the victory. Upon this 
letter of joab’s, the king accepted of his good¬ 
will and fidelity, and took with him his army, 
and came to the ddlrud’um of Rabbah ; and 
when he fuv'l taken it by force, he gave it to 
his foldicrs to plunder it : but lie himfelf took 
the king of the Ammonites crown, whole 
weight was a * talent of gold ; and it had in 
its middle a precious Hone, called a Sardonyx ; 
which crown David ever after wore on his own 
head. Fie alfo found many other vcffels in 
the city, and thole both Iplendid and of great 

price ; 

well eftimnte it higher, fince be here fays that David wore 
it on his head perpetual;y. 

3 I* 
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price ; but as for the men, he * tormented 
them, and then dellroyed them : And when 
he had taken the other cities of the Ammon¬ 
ites by iorce, he treated them after the fame 
manner. 


C H A P. VIII. 

How Abfulovi mmdered Amnon, who had for¬ 
ced his own Sifter; and how he was banijhed , 
and afterward re:idled by David. 

§ I- ~W 7 HKN the king was returned to Je- 
V V rufalem, a fad misfortune befel his 
houfe, on the occaiion following: He had a 
daughter, who was yet a virgin, and very 
handfome, infomuch, that fire furpaffed all the 
mod beautiful women ; her name was 1’avuir : 
She had the fame mother with Abfalom. Now 
Amnon, David’s eldeft fon, fell in love with 
her, and being not able to obtain his defires, 
on account of her virginity, and the cullody 
file was under, was much out of order ; nay, 
his grief lo eat up his body, that he grew lean, 
and his colour was changed. Now there was 
one Jonadab, a kinftnan and friend of his, 
who difeovered this his paffton ; for he was an 
extraordinary wife man, and of great fagaeity 
of mind. When therefore he law that every 
morning Amnon was not in body as be ought 
to be, he came to him, and (h fired him to tell 
him what was the cattle of it : however, he 
faid, that he guefled that it aroie from the paf¬ 
iion of 1 vc. Amnon confeffcd his pafiion, 
that he was in love with a lifter of his, who 
had the fame father with himfelr. So Jonadab 
fuggelled to him by what method and con¬ 
trivance he might obtain, his deiires ; for he 

* Whether Jofephus fitvv the worm of our copies, 
2 Sam. xii. 31. and 1 Chr.xx. 3. that David put the in¬ 
habitants, or at lea ft the g.irrifb-n of Kabbah, and of the 
other Ammonite chics, which lie believed and took, under , 
or ait them mid: f:vs, and und.r or :euh Lit rows of iron, 
find under or with atsfy of iron, and made than pafs through 
the bnck kiln , is not here directly exprdied. If he faw 
them, as is inoll propahlc he did, he ecu only expounded 
them of tormenting thefe Ammonites to death, who were 
none of thofe feven nations of Canaan, wliofe wiefcednefs 
had rendered them incapable of mercy; ofhmvife I thould 
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perfuaded him to pretend ficknefs, and-- v; d 
him, when his father fhould come to hrem to 
beg of him that his lifter might come and 
minifter to him; for if that were done,.ho 
fhould be better, and fhould cjuicklvo .-beover 
from bis diftemper. So Amnon day' down on 
bis bed, and pretended to be lick, as Jonadab 
had fuggefted. When his father came, and 
enquired how he did, he begged of him to 
lend his filter to him. Accordingly lie pre- 
fently ordered her to be brought to him ; and 
when Ihe was come, Amnon bid her make 
; cakes for him, and fry them in a pan, and cjo 
; it.all with her own hands, becaufe he fhon >. 

1 take them better frpif her own hand [if 
from any one’s Alb]. So flic kneaded 
. floimJjLUtM light of bet brother, and rtUv.,. 
him cakes, and baked them in a pan, and 
! brought them to him ; hut at that time he 
would not talle them, but gave order to hi;* 
lbrvants to fend all that were there out of his 
chamber, beeaule he had a mind to repofe 
himfelf, free from tumult and diflurbanee., As 
loon as what he had commanded was done 
he delired his filler to bring his flipper to him 
into the inner parlour ; which.when the damlbl 
had done, he took hold of her, and endeav¬ 
oured to perfuade her to lie with him. Where¬ 
upon the damfel cried out, and faid, “ Nay, 
brother, do. not force me, nor he fo n icked as 
to tranlgrel's the laws, and bring upon thyfelf 
the utmoft confufion. Curb this thy unrighte¬ 
ous and impure lull, from which our houfe 
will get nothing but reproach, and difgrr.ee. 
She alia adviled him to lpeak to his father 
about this affair, for lie would permit him [to 
marry her].” This ihe faid, as demons 10 

avoid 

be inclinable to think, that the meaning, at feaft a:, the 
words are iu Samuel, might only be this, that, they were 
made thcloweft ilaves, to work in fa wing timber or ii one, 
in harrowing the fields, in hewing timber, in making awl 
burning bricks, and the like hard fervices, but without - 
taking away their lives. Wc never elfewhtre, that I re¬ 
member, meet with fuch methods of cruelty in puling 
men to death in all the Bible, or in awy other ancivTiTln/f' 
tory whatfoever : nor do the words in b’aTfrtrt. J.lgt m natty 
rally to refer to any fuch tiling. - —' 
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jKn.'V her brother's violent palfion at prefent. 

-Exot’’ he would not yield to her ; bur, inflamed 
with love, and blinded with the vehcinency of 
ftm palfion, he forced his filler : But as foon as 
AmnOi’n-.had fatisfied his lull, he hated her 
immediately, and giving her reproachful words, 
bid her rife up and be gone. And when ihe 
laid, That “ this was a more injurious treat¬ 
ment than the former, if now he had forced 
her, he would not let her flay with him till the 
evening, but bid her go away in the day-time, 
and while it was light, that lire might meet 
with people that would be witneffes of her 
thumc, ’ he commanded his lervant to turn 
her out of his houfe. Whereupon Ihe was 
forely grieved at the injury and violence that 
had been offe-ed to her, and rein-mci loofe 
.oat (for the virgins of old time wore fuch loofe 
ooatq tied at the hands, and let down to the 
ankles, that the inner coats might not he feen) 
and iprinkled allies on her head ; and went up j 
the middle of the city, crying out, and lament- j 
mg, for the violence that had been offered 
hz" Now Abfalom her brother happened to 
meet her, and afked her, What fad tiling had 
befallen her, that Hie was in that plight ? and 
when Ihe had told him what injury had been 
offered her, be comforted her, and delired her ! 
to be quiet, and to take all patiently, and not 
to ellccm her being corrupted by her brother 
as an injury. So live yielded to his advice, 
and left off her crying out and difeovering 
the force offered her to the multitude: and j 
ilie continued as a widow with her brother 
Abfalom a long time. 

2, Wiirtf David his father knew this, he 
was grieved at the actions of Amuou ; but be- 
ciul'c he had an extraordinary afle&ion for 
him,' for he was his elded foil, he was compel¬ 
led not to afflidt him : but AbfalouMvatched 
for a fit opportunity of revenging tms crime 
upon him, for he thoroughly luted him. Now 
the fecond year after this wicked affair about 
f'r; filler was over, and Abfalom was about to 
go to fiiectt his-own fiieep at Baalhazor, which 
i, a -city in the portion of Ephraim, he be- I 
foutrht his father, as well as his brethren, to j 


2 21 ) 

come and feaft with him : But when David 
txcufed himfelf, as not being willing to he 
burdenlome to him, Ah,Mom delired he would 
however fend his brethren ; whom he did fend 
accordingly. Then Abfalom charged his owii 
fervants, that when they fhould fee Am non 
disordered and drowfy with wine, and he 
lhouhl give them a fignal, they fhould fear no¬ 
body, hut kill him. 

3. When they had done as they were com¬ 
manded, the reft of his brethren wete aflomill¬ 
ed and. difturbed, and were afraid for them- 
felves ; fo they immediately got on horfeback, 
and rode away to their father : But lomcbody 
there was who prevented them, and told theii 
father they were all /lain by Abfalom; where¬ 
upon he was overcome with Jorrow, as for 
fo many of his Tons that were ddlroyed at 
once, and that by their brother alfo ; and by 
this coniideration, that it was their brother 
that appeared to have (lain them, he aggrava¬ 
ted his forrow for them : So lie neither en¬ 
quired what was the caufe of this Daughter, 
nor flayed to hear any- thing clfe, v. ic.ch yet 
it was but rcafonable to have done.. When fo 
very great, and by that greatnds, fo incredible 
a misfortune was related to him, lie rent his 
cloaths, and threw himfelf upon the ground, 
and there lay l unvoting the loll of all his Ions; 
both thole who, as he was informed, were 
{lain, and of him that {lew them. But Jona- 
d.ib, the lbn or his brother Shimcnh, intreated 
him not to indulge his farrow fo far; for as to 
the reft of his fans, he did not believe that they 
were flain, for he found no caufe for fuch a 
fufpi J0.0 ; but he laid it might deferve enquiry 
as to Amnon, for it was not unlikfly that Ah 
falom miglit venture, to kill him, on account of 
the injury he had offered to Tamar. In the 
mean time, a great noife of horfes, and a tu¬ 
mult of fome people that were coming, turned 
their attention to them : they- were the king. 1 , 
four, who were fled away from the feafl. So 
their father met them as they were in tfiei 
grief, and he hinffcli grieved with them ; bu< 
it was more ‘ban be exue&cd to fie thole hi 1 - 
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font again, whom he had a little before heard 
to have pcrifhed. However, there were tears 
on both hides : They lamenting their brother 
who was killed, and the king lamenting his fori, 
Who was killed alfo ; but Abfalom fled to Ge- 
fhur, t:o his grand-father by his mother’s fide, 
who was king of that country, and he remain¬ 
ed with him three whole years. 

4. Now David had a defign to fend to Ab¬ 
falom, not that he fhould come to be punifhed, 
but that he might be with him ; for the efteifts 
of his anger were abated by length of time. 
It was Joab, the captain of his hoft, that chief¬ 
ly perfuaded him fo to do ; for he fuborned an 
ordinary woman, that was flriken in age, to 
go to the king in mourning apparel, who laid 
llms to him : £C That two of her fons, in a 


coarfe way, had lorne difference between them ; 
and that in the progrefs of that difference, they 
came to an open quarrel, and that one was 
fmitten by the other and was dead; and Ihe 
defired him to interpole in this cafe, and to do 
her the favour to lave this her fon from her 
kindred, who was very zealous to have him 
that had Hum his brother put to death, that fo 
flie might not be farther deprived of the hopes 
file had of being taken care of in her old age 
by him ; and that if he would hinder this daugh¬ 
ter of her fon by thole that wifhed for it, he 
would do her a great favour, hecaufe 1 lie kin¬ 
dred would not he refrained from their pur- 
pofe by any thing die than by the fear of him.” 
An! when the king had given his content to 
what the woman had begged of him, fhe made 
tins, reply to him : “ I owe thee thanks for thy 


benignity to me in pitying my old age, and 
prcventing%ic Ids of my only remaining child: 


bi t in order 10 allure me. of this thy kindnefs, 
be firll reconciled to thine oven Ion, and cealc 


to be angry with him ; for how Ilia 11 I perfuade 
myfeif that thou hall really bellowed this favour 
upon me, while thou thyfelf continued: after the 


' Of tl L v'cipft of ArfiloniS hair, lor/ in twenty or 
tl,im ye; 1 > it uo;;!.t v. ill amount to two hundred fttehch, 
tf. lonicv li.it above f'\ pounds averdupois, lee the Li¬ 
lt ml \_vo< iphibmrnt of Prophecies, p. 77, 78. But a late 
\cy uuiictotis author thinks that the tteptuagint meant 
r.t.t at ov.-.g’t, but its value was two hundred fhehels. 


like manner In thy wrath to thine owdyoih 
for it is a foolifh thing to add wilfully aribtlffc 
to thy dead fon, while the death of the othc 
was brought about without any confent.” A if 
now the king perceived that this . mt-tende 
llory was a lubornation derived from Joab, an 
was of his contrivance ; and when, upon ei 
quiry of the old woman, he underftood it t 
be fo in reality, he called for Joab, and tof 
him, he had obtained what he requefted ac 
cording to his own mind ; and lie bid bin 
bring Abfalom back, for he was not now dif- 
plealed, but bad already ceafed to be angn 
with him. So Joab bowed himfclf down ,o 
the king, and took Ids words kindly, and went 
immediately to Gclhur, and took Abfalom with 
him, ‘StTu 1 chine to Jerufalem. 

5. Howriiit the king font a meffage to his 
fon before-hand, as he was coining, and com- 
1 rnanded him to retire to his ow r n houfe, for he 
| was not yet in fuch a difpofition as to think fit 
at prefent to fee him. Accordingly, upon the 
father’s command, he avoided coming into his 
prefence, and contented himfclf with the refp AA 
paid him by his own family only. Now his 
beauty was nor impaired, either by the grief 
he had been under, or by the want of fuch 
care as was proper to be taken of a king’s fon ; 
for he Hill furpafll-d and excelled all men in the 
talnds of his body, and was more eminent [in 
a fine appearance] than thefe that dieted the 
moil luxurioufly: and, indeed, fuch was the 
thieknefs of the hair of his head, that it was 
with difficulty that he was polled every eight 
day ; and his hair weighed two hundred fhe- 
kels, which are five pounds. However, he 
dwelt in Jerufalem two years, and became the 
father of three ions, and one daughter ; which 
daughter was of very-great beauty, and which 
Reliobqpn, the fon of Solomon, took to wife 
afterward, and had by her t fon named All rah. 

But 

Dr Wall’s Critical Notes on the Old TeA2merit, up©n 
2 Ham. xiv. 26. It does not appear^what was Jofspirtsi’s 
opinion : he lets the text down iioncitly as.he found it m 
| his copies ; unly he thought, that at the end of eigh&drf, 1 
when A Ida lo nr no lied or weighed his hair, was onua week. 
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ITlf'tAyfalom fent to Joab, and del I red him to 
up Why his hither entirely towards him ; and to 
befeceh him to give him leave to come to him, 
of J (peak with him. But when Joab negledcd 

to to (iU r he fent fome of his own fervants, and 
let fire to tne field adjoining to him ; winch 
when Joab underltood, he came to Ablalom, 
and accufed him of what he had done ; and j 
-dked him the realon why he did lo ? To which j 
.Ablalom replied,'' That “ I have found out this i 
fi.ratagem that might bring thee to us, while 
thou hall taken no care to perform the injunc- j 
an: ! laid upon thee, which was this, to neon- | 
Til', my rather to me: And \ really beg it of 1 
thee, now thou art here, to pacify my father 
as to me ; fince 1 efteem rny coining hither to 
he more grievous than my baniihmmSp while 
my father's wrath againll me continues.” Here¬ 
by joab was perluaded, and pitied the diflrcTs if 
that Ablalom was in, and became an intercelfior ■ 
with the king for hint. And when he had [ 
dileourled with his father, he loon brought him ! 
to that amicable difpolition towards Ablalom, 

■ '<•>' he prcfently fent for him to come to him : 
and when lie had call himfelf down upon the 
ground, and had begged for the forgivenels of 
Ids offence^, the king railed him up, and pio- 
miled liim to forget what he had formerly 
done. 

C H A P. IX. 

Concerning the InfurreEtion of Abfalom again ft ; 
David; and concernimi Ahithobin / and Ha- 
fhai ; and concerning Ziba and Shimci : and 
how Ahilhophel hanged himfelf 

§ r. ^7OW Ahfalom, upon this his fuecefs 
^ with the king, procured to himfelf 
a great many Jtorfes, and many chariots, and 
that in a little time allb. He had moreover 
fifty armour-bearers that were about him, and 
lie came early every day to the king’s palace, 
and fpake what was agreeable to fuch as came 

* This is ot c of tl>e bell corrections that Jofcphus’s co¬ 
py a (Fords ns of a text that in our ordinary copies is grof 
I corrupted. They fay, that this rebellion of Abfalom 
uas forty years after what went before (of his reconcilia¬ 
tion to hisTiiher); whereas the ferics of the hiitory (hews 
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for j till ice, and loft their enufes, as if that hop 
pened for want of good connfellors about tli¬ 
king, or perhaps becaule the judges mifiook 
in that unjull lenience they gave, whereby he 
gained the good-will of them ail. He told 
them, that had he hut Inch authoiity commit- 
ted to him, he would dellribute juiliec to them 
in a moil equitable manner. When he had 
made hirnic’f fu popular among the multitude, 
he thouglit he had already the good-will of the 
people feeured to him ; hut when ' lour years 
had palled ltnce his lather s iv-'onciUatioii to 
him, he came to him, and befought him to 
give him leave to go to Hebron, and pay a. 
le.crihce to Clod, bccaule lie w-vved it to him 
when he fled out oi t!ie country. So when 

j 

David had granted his rcqueH, he vvi m thi¬ 
ther, and great multitudes came running toge¬ 
ther to him, for he had li.nl to a great num¬ 
ber lo to do. 

2. Among them came Ahithnj ihc !.,the Cilr- 
nile, a counlcllor ot David’;, and two k utdred 
men out of jerulalem it I'd f, who f.iiew not his 
intent tons, hut were lent lot as to a fauifu 
So he was appointed king by all of them, 
which he obtained by this il r.ttagein. As icon 
as fills news was brought to David, a ad he v. ,u, 

I informed of what he did not expect from Ids 
ion, he was affrighted at this his impious ami 
j hold undeuaking, and wondered that he was 
io far fiom remembeiing how his offence had 
been fo hitely forgiven iiim, that he undertook 
much wnrfo and more wh iced enterprises ; firfl 
*o deprive him of that kingdom whl.fi was 
given him of Hod ; and fecondly, to take a - 
way his own father’s life. He therefore refol- 
veci to fly to the parts beyond Jordan : So he 
called his molt intimUe fiiends together, and 
communicated to them all that lie had hen J 
of his (on s made., Is. He commute,.' Limlcll 
| to Cod, to judge between them ahoni ail their 
I actions; and left the care of hr; roval palacr* 

| ' to 

if could not’•<; moiv tb in / yi nrs afuT I‘, ss ! m\: i.i 
' Irphus; wh.ifc vin.Ar .liicctly coulin-;-, ' I y tf.il cony 
' of the SeptH.iyint vi-ilinn vvlicnre (!p- Anvtii.in trn.fo- 
1 tion was made, v. ihcii '.eve,, u . the far.v final; re ml :e <A' 

' four rears. 

3 M 
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to his ten concubines, and went away from 
Jcrufalem, being willingly accompanied by the 
reft of the multitude, who went haflily away 
with him, and particularly by thole fix hun¬ 
dred aimed men who had been with him from 
his lint flight in the days of Saul : But he per- 
f traded Abhthar, and Zadok, the high priefts, 
who had determined to go away with him, as 
alio ad the Levife., who were with the ark, to 
ftay behind, as hoping that God would deliver 
him without it;; removal; but he charged them 
to let. him know privately how all things went 
on : And he had theii tons, Ahimaaz the foil 
cf Zadok, and 'oustran the Ion of Abiathar, 
for faithful minifters in all things ; but Ittai 
the Gittite went out with liim, whether David 
would let him or not; for he would have per- 
iuaded him to ftay, and on that account he 
appeared the moie friendly to him. But as he 
was aiccndii'.:; the mount of Olives barelootcd, 
and all his company were in tears, it was told 
him that Ahithophel was with Abfalom, and 
was of his fide. This hearing augmented his 
grief; and be befought God earneftly to alien¬ 
ate the mind of Ablalom from Ahithophel, for 
he was afraid that he fhoiild perfuade him 
to follow his pernk'ion ■ counfel, for lie was a 
prudent man, and very lharp in feeing what 
was advantageous. When David was gotten 
upon the top of the mountain, he took a view 
of the city ; and prayed to God with abundance 
of tears, as having already loll his kingdom : 
and here if was that a faithiul friend of his, 
whoh: name was Hufhai, met him. When 
David favv him with his deaths lent, and hav¬ 
ing allies all over his head, and in lamentation 
for the great change of aftaits, he comforted 
him and exhorted him to leave oft grieving; 
nav, at length he befought him to go back to 
Ablalom, ;yid appear as one of his party, and 
to bill out the Hirer counfels of hi.* mind, and 
to conn ndid the counfels of Ahithophe 1 ; for that 
be could not do him id much good by being with 
him, as he murk: by being with Abfalom. So 
he was prevailed on by David, and ldt him, 
and came to Jernfalcm, whither Abfalom him- 
ieif tame alfo a little while nftcrwaid. 
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3. When David was gone a little fttTYhtr 
there met him Ziba, the fervant of Meydii- 
boihelh (whom he had fent to take care of tlu 
polTdlions which had been given him, us.me 
fon of Jonathan, the fon of Saul) wkli'a cou¬ 
ple ol afles, loadcn with provifions ; and de- 
iired him to take as much of them as he and 
his followers flood in need of. And when the 
king afkcd him, “ Where he had left Mephi- 
bofheth ?” he faid, “ He had left him in Jem- 
falem, expecting to he chofen king in the pre- 
lent confulions, in remembrance of the bene¬ 
fits Saul had conferred upon them.” At tins 
the king had great indignation, and gave 
Ziba all that he jiad formerly bellowed 1 
Mephiboflieth ; for he determined, that it w. 

j mucl^fiectTf'that he fhould have them than tli 
other : at which Ziba greatly rejoiced. 

4 . When David was at Bahurim, a place fo 
called, there came out a kinfman of Saul’s, 
whole name, was Sb'wici, and threw flouts at 
him, and gave him reproachful words; and, 

I as his friends flood about the king, and pr 
! ed him, he perfevered (till more in h : 
es, and called him, “ A bloody m 
author of all forts of mifehief.” I 
alio, “ go out of the land, as an i„ r mc and 
accurfcd wretch ; and he thanked God for de¬ 
priving him of his kingdom, and caufing him 
to be punifhed for what injuries he had done to 
his mailer [Saul] arid this by the means of hr 
own fon.” Now when they were all provoked 
againft him, and angry at him, and particular¬ 
ly Abifhai, who had a mind to kill Shimei, 
David reftrained his anger, “ Let us not, faid he, 
bring upon ourfedves another lrefh misfortune 
to thole we have already, for truly I have not 
tire leaf! regard nor concern for this dog that 
raves at me ; I iulmiit myfelf to God,.by whole 
penniftion this man treats me in fuch a wild 
manner : nor is it any wonder that I am ob¬ 
liged to undergo thefe abides from him, while I 
experience the like from an impious fon of my 
own ; but perhaps God will have flame ..com- 
milcration upon us: if it be his will, we Ihall 
overcome them.” So lie went on his way--with¬ 
out 
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eAT"-iiu>ubling himfelf with Shimei, who ran a- 
ltfagthe direr fide of the mountain, and threw 
out his abufive language plentifully : But when 
Ih'vid was come to Jordan, he allowed thofe 
>at vftew; with him to refrcfh themfclves, for 
they were weary. 

But when Abfalom, and Ahithophel his 
counfeilor, were come to Jerufalem, with all 
t he people, David’s friend [Hulhai], came to 
them ; and when he had worlhipped Abfalom, 
he withal wifhed that his kingdom might lalt 
a long time, and continue tor all ages. But 
when Abfalom laid to him, u How comes this, 
that he who was fo intimate a friend of my 
father’s, and appeared faithful to him in all 
things, is not with him now, hut hath left him, 
and is come over to me ?” Hulhai STWtver was 
very pertinent and prudent; for he laid, “ We 
ought to follow Cod, and the multitude of the 
people ; while tlicfe therefore, my lord and maf- 
ter, are with thee, it is lit that I fhould follow 
for t hou had received the kingdom from 
I will therefore, if thou believed me to 
, . uy friend, fhew the fame fidelity and kind- 
nefs to thee which thou knewefl 1 have fhewn 
to thy father : Nor is there any reafen to be 
in the lead, diflatisfied with the pretent date of 
affairs ; lor the kingdom is not transferred into 
another, but remains dill in the fame family, 
hv the fon’s receiving it [after his lather].” 
This fpeech perfuaded Ablalom, who before 
lufpedted Hulhai. And now lie called Ahitho¬ 
phel, and confultcd with him what he ought 
to do. lie perfuaded liim to go in unto his la¬ 
ther’s concubines; for lie faid, That-“ by this 
adtion the people would believe that thy differ- ! 
cnee with thy father is irreconciieable, and will 
thence fight with great alacrity againd thy la- j 
ther; for hitherto they are afraid of taking up 
open cmnity againd him, out of an cxpecta- ! 
lion that you will be reconciled again." Ac- | 
cordingly Abfalom was prevailed on by this I; 
advice, and commanded his fervants to pitch j! 
him a tent upon the top of the royal palace, in 
the fight of the multitude, and he went in ami 
hy with his father’s concubines. Now this 
came topafs according to the prediction of Na¬ 


than, when he prophesied, and figntfied to him, 
that his Ion would rue up in rebellion againd 
him. 

6 . And when Abfalom had done what he 
was adviled to by Ahithophel, he defined his 
advice, in the fiecond place, about the war 
! againd his father. Now Ahithophel only Ab¬ 
ed him to let him have ten ihoufand i Ik eon 
men, and he promiled he would flay his la¬ 
ther, and bring the foldicrs hack again in iafe- 
ty ; and he laid, That “ then the kingdom 
would be firm to him when David was dead, 
but not othenvile j.” Abll-lom was pleafed 
with this advice ; and called for Hulhai, Da¬ 
vid’s friend (for fo did he ftyle him) and in¬ 
forming him of the opinion of Ahithophel, he 
- alked farther what was his opinion concerning 
that matter ? Now he was lenlihle, that if Ahi- 
thophel’s counfel was followed, David would 
he in danger of being lei/cd on, and Haiti ; lb 
he attempted to introduce a contrary opinion, 
and faid, “ Thou art not unacquainted, O 
king, with the valour of thy lather, and of 
thole that are now with him : that he hath 
made many wars, and hath always come oil 
with viilory, though probably lie now abide* 
in the campy lor he is very Ikiifui m Itratagems, 
and in forciccing tH& deceitful tricks of his 
: enemies : yet will lie leave his own foldicrs in 
the evening, and will either hide himfelf in 
fome valley, or will place an ambulli at feme 
rock; fo that when our army joins battle with 
him, his foldicrs will retire for a lit tie while, 
but will come upon us again, as encouraged 
by the king’s being near them ; and in the 
mean time, your father will Ihcw himfelf liul- 
denly in the iirne of the battle, and will infu/c 
courage into his own people when they are in. 
danger, but bring conilernation to thine. Con- 
fider,therefore, my advice, and lepton upon it; 
and if thou can ft not but acknowledge it to be 
the heft, reject the opinion of Ahithophel. 
Send to the' 1 entire country of the Hebrews, 
and order them to come to fight with thy fa¬ 
ther ; and do thou thyielf take the arpiy, and 
be thine own general in this war, and do no. 



+ 4 

~ JM- 


Book VII. 


ANTI QJU I T I E S 

truft Its management to another ; then expect 
to conquer him with cafe, when thou over¬ 
take/]. him openly with his few parti Ians, but 
hah thylelf many ten thoufands, who will be 
defirous to demonflrate to thee their diligence 
and alacrity. And"if thy father fhall thut him- 
fclf up in feme city, and bear a liege, we will : 
overthrow that city by machines of war, and 
by undermining it.” When Hulhai had laid 
this, he obtained his point againll Ahkhophel, ' 
for his opinion was preferred by Abfalom be- I 
lore the other’s : However, it was no other ' 
than * God who made the counfel of Hulhai 
appear heft to the mind of Abfalom. 

7. So Hulhai made hade to the high priefts, 
Zadok and Ahiathar, and told them the opin¬ 
ion of Ahithophci, and his own, and that the 
refolution was taken to follow this latter ad¬ 
vice. He therefore bid them fend to David, 
and toll him of it, and to inform him of the 
counleis that had been taken ; and to del ire 
him farther to pals quickly over Jordan, left 
his ion Ihonld change his mind, and make 
Italic to purftic him, and l'o prevent him, and 
feixe upon him before he he in fafety. Now 
the high priefts had their foils concealed in a 
proper pine out of the city, that they might 
carry news to Divid wiiat was tranladed. 
Aocordinoly they lent a muid-fervant, whom 
t’noy could trull, to them, to carry the news of 
Ahialom’s counfeia, and ordered them to ligni- 
fy the lame to David with all fpecd. 80 they 
made no cNcufe nor delay; but taking’along 
with them their father’s injunflions, became 
\ ious and fail 1.hd miniliers ; and judging that 
qnickufls and hidden nefs was the heft mark of 
faithful iervice, tliey made hade to meet with 
David : But certain horfeincn law them when 

; . ! 

* This rrfhAiou t.f * ,fi pints, that fio.l brought to 
sought the dangerous mimic I of Ahithophci, ;iml direct¬ 
ly infatuated wiektd Aht.iiom to reject it (which infatua¬ 
tion is wli.it the Sctipturc It y less the judicial hard. ning the 
hearts .ifnl l</,’idi/ig /'V <j>,« of men, who,’by their former 
velum.1.7 v a kednefs, lure juflly tlefervul to he dclhov- 
ed, and .’.re thereby brought to deitruelion) is a very jutl j 
one, anti in hint not unftequenf. Nor dots Jofephus 
over puzzle himfelf, or perplex his readers, with fubtile 
!iv\h l 'a A s as to 'lie ,r..:trf?r of fueli judici..! inlattlationshy 
C. d, while the '/..a »,f th« ;n is generally fo obvious. ; 
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they were two furlongs from the city, acrrAirm 
formed Abfalom of* them, who immedkr&siy 
lent fome to take them; but when the fons of 
the high priefts perceived this, they wentgnit 
of the road, and betook themfelves toyr ecitain 
village : that village was called BahTirim ; there 
they deli red a certain woman to hide them, 
and afford them fecurity. Accordingly flic h r 
the young men down hy a rope into a well, 
and laid llecces of wool over them ; and when 
thole that purfued them came to her, and afk- 
cd her whether ihe faw them ? ihe did not de¬ 
ny that fhe had feen them, for that they flay¬ 
ed with her fome time, but flic laid they then 
went their ways ; and fhe foretold, that, how¬ 
ever, if they would follow them directly, they 
wouldTVAefi them : But when after a long pur- 
fuit they could not catch them, they came back 
again ; and when the woman faw thole men 
were returned, and that there was no longer 
any fear of the young mens being caught bv 
them, flic drew them up hy the rope, and hid 
them go on their journey. Accordingly they 
tiled great diligence in the profecution of that 
journey, and came to David, and informed 
him accurately of all the counleis of Abfalom. 
So he commanded thole that were with him 
to pals over Jordan while it was night, and not 
to delay at all on that account. 

8. But Ahithophci, on rejcClion of his ad¬ 
vice, got upon his ids, and rid away to his 
own country Gi’on ; and calling his family to¬ 
gether, he told then) diltindlly what advice he 
had given Abfalom, and Jince he had not been 
periludcd hy it, he laid he would evidently 
perifh, and this in no long time, and that Da¬ 
vid would overcome him, and return to his 

king- 

That peculiar manner of the divine opt rat ions, or permif- 
fions, or die Mums God makes life of in hu.li calcs, is of¬ 
ten imperu.'trsblt by us. Sant things h lv y to the Level cur 
(Ld; hut tho/f thing r that are revealed, iu/onii to us and to 
our / rildrnt forever, that we may deed! the words t,f this 
law. l)eut. xxix. 29. Nor have all the fubtilties of the 
modems, fo far as I fee, given any tonfulerable light in 
this, anil many other the like points of difficulty relating 
either to divine or human operations. See aifo the notes 
on Antiq. 13 . V. th. i. § 2 . and Antiq. B. IX. ch. iv. $ 3. 
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kkigdstti again: So he faid it was better that 
ht-ihouM take his own life away with freedom 
and magnanimity, than expofe himfelf to he 
ptidfhed by David, in opposition to whom he 
had aCicA.entirely for Abfalom. When he had 
diicourl'ed thus to them, he went into the in- 
moft room of his houfc and hanged himfelf; 
and this was the death of Ahithophel, who 
was felt-condemned : and when his relations 
had taken him down from the halter, they 
rook care of his funeral. Now as for David, he 
palled over Jordan, as we have faid already, 
md erne to Mahanaim, a very fine and very 
ftrong city, and all the chief men of the coun¬ 
try received him with great pleafurc, both out 
of the flianie they had that he lhould he forced 
to flee away [from Jerufalem] and ,. < .0' if the 
reipect they bare him while he was in his for¬ 
mer profperity. Thefc were Barzillai, the Gi¬ 
leadite ; and Siphar, the ruler among the Am¬ 
monites; and Machir, the principal man of Gi¬ 
lead ; and thefe furniflied him with plentiful 
provifions for himfelf and his followers, info- 
much, that they wanted no beds, nor blankets 
for them, nor loaves of bread, nor wine ; nay, 
they brought them a great many cattle for 
daughter, and afforded them what furniture 
they wanted for*their refrefhmcnt when they 
were weary, and for food, with plenty of other 
nccelfaries. 


C H A P. X. 

How, when Abfalom was beaten, he was taught 
in a "Tree by his Hair, and was Jlain. 

§ x. ND this was the flatc of David and 
Am. his followers. But Ablalom got to¬ 
gether a vaft army of the Hebrews to oppofe 
his father, and palfetl therewith over the river 
Jordan, and fat down not far off Mahanaim, 
in the country of Gilead. Fie appointed Ama- 
fa to be captain of all his hoft, inftead of Joab 
his kinftnan : his father was Ithra, and his 
mother Abigail : Now {he, and Zeruiah the 
mother of Joab, were David's fitters. But 
when David had numbered his followers, and 
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found them to be about four thoufand, he r>_~ 
folved not to tarry till Ablalom attacked him, 
but let over bis men captains < f ilmulanus, and 
captains of hundreds, and divided Id > a; my in¬ 
to thue parts; the one patt he committed to 
Joab, the next to Abithai, Joab’s brotiicr, and 
the third part to fttai, David’s companion and 
friend, but one that came from the city Gath. 
And when he was deiirous of fighting himfell 
among them, his friends would not let him ; 
and this refufal of theirs was founded upon 
very wile actions : “ For, faid they, if we bo 
conquered when he is with us, we have loft alt 
good hopes of recovery ourfelvcs ; but if we 
lhould be beaten in one part of our army, the 
other parts may retire to him, and may there¬ 
by prepare a greater force, while the enemy 
will naturally fuppole that lie hath another arrn v 
with him.” So David was pleifed with tin, 
i their advice, and reiolved hint It If to fairy at 
! Mahanaim. And a-, he lent Id-, friends ami 
: commanders to the battle, he dclited them to 
drew [all polfible] alacrity and fidelity; and to 
bear in mind what advantages they had receiv¬ 
ed from him, which though they had not been 
very great, yet had they not been quite in- on- 
fiderable ; and he begged of thUa to fparc the 
young man Abfalom, lettforne mifJiicf lhould 
befal himlcif if he lhould he killed. And tin. > 
did he fend out his army to the lattli , .ml 
wilhed them victory therein. 

2. Thln did Joab put his army m battle- 
array over againft the enemy in the gu. U plain., 
where lie had a wood behind him. Abfalom 
:dfo brought, his army into the field to oppofe 
him. Upon the joining ox' the battle, belli 
fides fhewed great adions with their hand-, 
and their boldnel's ; the one fide expofmg 
themielvcs to the greatcfl hazards, and ufm \ 
their utmoft alacrity, that D*vul might recover 
his kingdom ; and the other nciug no wry de¬ 
ficient, either in doing or frittering, that Abla¬ 
lom might not he deprived of that kingdom, 
and be brought to punifhmcnt by his father 
for his impudent attempt againft him. Thole 
alio that were the molt numcicn , w'ere fo¬ 
lk’lous 
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lichens that they might not be conquered by 
thole lew that were with Joab, and with the 
other commanders, becaufe that would be the 
grealell di[grace to them, while David’s fol- 
diers drove greatly to overcome fo many ten 
thonfands [as the enemy had with them.] 
Now David's men were conquerors, as l'uperi- 
or in {Ireneth and Ikill in war ; fo they follow¬ 
ed the others as they fled' away through the 
lot efts and valleys; fome they took prifoners, 
and many they Hew, and more in the flight 
than in the battle, lor there fell about twenty 
ihoufand that day : But all David’s men ran 
violently upon Abfalom, for he was cafdy 
known by his beauty and talnefs. He was 
lumfolf alio afraid loll his enemies fhould feize 
on him; fo he got upon the king’s mule, and 
fled : hut as he was carried with violence and 
noth, and a great motion, as being himfelf 
light, he entangled his hair greatly in the large 
houghs of a knotty tree that fpread a great 
wav, and there he hung after a furprifing 
manner ; and as for the bead, it went on far¬ 
ther, and that fwiftly, as if his mailer had been 
dill upon his back; hut he hanging in the air 
upon the botudis, was taken by his enemies. 
Now when offc of David’s foidiers faw this, 
he informed Joab of it ; and when the general 
fair!, That “ it’ he had (hot at and killed Ah- 
falom, he would have given him litty Ihckels:” 
he r. plied, 4 ‘ 1 would rut have killed my maf- 
terk, fon, if thou would have given trie a thou- 
fand ihckels, efpecially when he delired that 
the yoimg man might he inured in the hearing 
of us all.” But Joab had him fhc'.v him where 
it war. that he faw Ahloiam hang ; whereupon 
he foot ititn to the heart, and flow him ; and 
]oah’s armour-bearers deed round about the 
tree, and pulled down ids dead body, and call 
it into a great claim that was out of light, and 
1 dJ an'heap of lionet upon him, till the cavi¬ 
ty was idled up, and had both the appearance 

■* 'IV reader jh’CvI 110: be furpulUl at this account ol" 
Pa\id’:, throne, both here, and 2 then, xviii. 24. that it 
i.v.r> ivtuw/t twu f'.ites or portals, gates being in cities, as 
well as at the temple, large o;vcn places, with a portal at 
i.i e eutuir.ee, and another at the exit, between which ju- 
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and the bignefs of a grave. Then Joab fAimuvt 
a retreat, and recalled his own foldjers Truer 
purfuing the enemies army, in order to fpar< 
their countrymen. 

3. Now Abfalom had created for" mrnfel) 
a done marble pillar in the king’s dale, twe 
furlongs didant from Jerufalem, which he 
named Abfalorn s Hand , faying, that if his chil¬ 
dren were killed, his name would remain by 
that pillar ; for he had three fons, and one 
daughter, named Tamar , as we laid before 
who, when fhe was married to David’s grand- 
fon Rehobpain, bare a fon, Abijah by name, 
who fucceedcd his firthcr in the kingdom : 
But of thefe we (hall fpeak in a part of our 
hidory which will be more proper. After the 
death vTA'blalom, they returned every one to 
their own homes refpedively. 

4. But now Ahimaaz, the fon of Zadok 
the high pried, went to Joab, and delired he 
would permit him to go and tell David of this 
vi&ory, and to % bring him the good news that 
God had afforded his afliftance and his provi¬ 
dence to him. However he did not grant hie 
requed ; but faid to him, “ Wilt thou that 
hall always been the meffenger of good news 
now go and acquaint the king that his fon is 
dead r” So he delired him ta^eliff. He then 

! called Culhi, and committed tS bufmefs to him, 
that he fhould tell the king what he had feen. 
But when Ahimaaz again defired him to let 
him go as a meffenger; and allured him that 
he would only relate what concerned the vic¬ 
tory, hut not concerning the death of Abfalom, 
lie gave him leave to go to David. Now he 
.j took a nearer road than the former did, for 
: nobody knew it but himfelf, and he came be¬ 
fore Culhi. Now as David was fitting be¬ 
tween the gates, and waiting to fee when 
I fomebody would come to him from the bat¬ 
tle, aiijd tell, him how it went, one of the 

watcli- 

ilicial caufcs were heard, atu! public confuhations taken, 
and as it is well known from fever a 1 places’ of feripture, 
2 Clm>n. xxxi. 2. Pf.dm ix. 14. cxxvii. q. l\ov. j, 21. 
viii. 3,-34. xxxi. 23. and often tlfcvvhere. 
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uaAhmen faw Ahimaaz running, and before 
He- could difeern who he was, he told David 
that he faw fomebody coming to him, who 
iabi, he was a good meffenger. A little while 
after tie-unformed him, that another meffenger 
followed him ; whereupon the king laid that 
n'e was alfo a good meffenger : But when the 
watchman faw Ahimaaz, and that he was al¬ 
ready very near, he gave the king notice that 
u was the Ion of Zadok the high prieft, who 
came running: So David was very glad, and 
laid, “ He was a meffenger of good tidings, 
and brought him fomc fuch jpews from the 
battle as tie delired to hear.” 

5-. While the king was faying thus, Ahi- 
raaaz appeared, and worshipped the king. 
And when the king entjnired of him about the 
battle, he faid, “ He brought him the good 
news of victory and dominion.” And when 
he enquired what he had to lay concerning his 
ion, and faid, That “ he came away on the 
fudden as foon as the enemy was defeated, 
but that he heard a great noife of thofe that 
purfued Abfalom, and that he could learn no 
more, becaufe of the halle he made when joab 
li nt him to inform him of the victory.” But 
when Cuihi was come, and had worihipped 
liirn, and informed him of the victory, he afk- 
ed him about his fon; who replied, “ May 
the like misfortune hefal thine enemies as hath 
befallen Abfalom.” That word did not permit 
either himfelf or his foldiers to rejoice for the 
victory, though it was a very great one, but 
David went up to the higheft part of the * 
city, and wept for his fon, and beat his bread:, 
tearing [the hair of ] his head, and torment¬ 
ing himfelf all manner of ways, and crying- 
out, “ O my fon, 1 wilh that 1 had died my- 
felf, and ended iny days with thee!” for he 
was of a tender natural affection, and had ex¬ 
traordinary companion for this fon in particu¬ 
lar. But when the army and Joab heard that 

-* Since David was now in Mahanaim, and in the open 
place of ili.it city p Uc,"which feems Hill to have been built 
the hiphdt of any part of the wall, and (nice our other 
copies l.iy he wml up to the chamber over tlx gate , 2 Sam. 
iviii 3?. I think v.'v ought to correct our pretent rc:td- 
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the king mourned for his fon, they were 
afhamed to enter the city in the habit of con¬ 
querors, but they all came in as call down, 
and ia tears, as if they had been beaten. Now 
white the king covered himfelf, and yicvoully 
lamented his Ion, Joab went in to him, and 
comforted him, and faid, “ O my lord the 
king, thou art not aware that thou la yell a 
blot on thyfclf by what thou now doc!!, lor 
thou feemeft to hate thole that love thee, and 
undergo dangers for thee, nay, to hate thyklf 
and thy family, and to love thole that arc thy 
bitter enemies, and to tlelire the company of 
thofe that are no more, and who have been 
juftly (lain; for had Abfalom gotten the victory, 
and.firmly fettled himfelf in the kingdom, 
there had been none of us left alive, hut all 
of us, beginning with thyfclf and thy children, 
had miferably perifhed, while our enemies had 
not wept for us, but rejoiced over us, and 
punifhed even thofe that pitied us in our mif- 
fortunes ; and thou art not afhamed to do this 
in the cafe of one that has been thy hitter ene¬ 
my, who, while he was thine own fon, hath, 
proved fo wicked to thee. Leave off, there¬ 
fore, thy unreafonablc grief, an,d come abroad 
and be feen by thy foldiers, and return them 
thanks for the alacrity they fhewed in the 
fight: for I mylclf will this day purfuadc the 
people to leave thee, and to give thy kingdom 
to another, if thou continued to do thus, and 
then 1 lhall make thee to grieve bitterly and in 
earnefl.” Upon Joah’s Ipoaking thus to him, 
he made the king leave off his furrow; and 
brought him to the confideration of his affairs: 
So David changed his habit, and expofed him¬ 
felf in a manner fit to be fecn by the iruiti- 
tude, and fat at the gates; whereupon all the 
people heard of it, and ran together to him, 
and fainted him : And this was the preffnt 
Hate of David’s affairs., 

0 II A 1', 

im; in Jofcplius, and for iity fhonld read fate, u e. hu'l.vJ 
of the bigliell part of (he city, ihouht fay, the hr. V.'! p :rf 
of the gate. Accordingly \\c find David pn-ienUy i i Jo- 
lephus, as well as in out other copies, Sam. i ! :„ C. fa 
tiii« as before in the fate of tUisAity. 
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, C H A P. XI. 

Mo iv David, when he had recovered his King¬ 
dom, was reconciled to Shimei, and to Ziha; 
and fsewed a great Afetdion to Barzillai : 
and how , upon the Rife of a Sedition, he 
made Amafa Captain of his Hojl, in order 
to purfue Sheba ; which Amafa was fain by 
* * j'oab. 

\ 

§ i. XT OW thofc Hebrews that hat] been 
1 >I with Abfalom, and had retired out of 
tlie battle, when they were all returned home, i 
fent mefTengcrs to every city, to put them in 
mind of what benefits David had bellowed upon 
thein, and of that liberty which he had pro¬ 
cured them, by delivering them from many and 
great wars. But they complained, that where¬ 
as they had ejected him out of his kingdom, 
and committed it to another governor, which 
other governor whom they had let up was alrea¬ 
dy dead, they did not now bcieech David to 
leave oil' his anger at them, and to become 
friends with them, and as he tiled a do, to re- J 
fume the care oi their affairs, and take the | 
kingdom again. This was often told to David, i 
And this notwithflandinp, David lent to Zadok 
and Abiathar the high priefls, that they fhould 
Ipeak to the rulers of the tribe of Judah after 
the manner following: That “it would be a 
reproach upon the n 10 permit the other tribes 
to ehufe David for iheh; king before their tribe ; 
and thin, laid he, v/hihj you arc akin to him, 1 
and of the lame common blood.” He com¬ 
manded them ;To to fay ihc fame to Amafa, 
the captain of their forces, That, “whereas 
he was his filler’s fun, he had not perfuaded 
the multitude to rcllore the kingdom to David : 
That he might" expert from him not only a 
rremti illation, for that was already granted, 
but that fuprente rramind of the army alio 
which Abfalom had bellowed upon him.” Ac- 
cordinglv the high priells, when they had dif- 
e.Hindu with the rulers of the tribe, and laid 
what the Ling had ordered them, perfuaded 
.Amule to undertake the care of his affairs. 
So he nerfuaded tint tribe to fend immediately 
«%tVfladors to 3 um, to befccch him to return 


to his own kingdom- The Tame did aH- ike 
IfraclitCs, at the like perfuafion of Amafa. 

2. When the ambaffadors came to him, lie 
came to Jerufalem ; and the tribe of Judah was 
the fell that came to meet the king at.the river 
Jordan. And Shimei, the fon of Gera, came 
with a thoufand men, which he brought-witn 
him out of the tribe of Benjamin; and Ziba 
the freedman of Saul, with his fons, fifteen in 
number, and with his twenty fervants. All 
thele, as well as the tribe of Judah, laid a bridge 
| of boats] oyer the river, that the king, and 
thofe that" were .with him, might with cafe paid 
over it. Now as foon as he was come to Jordan, 
the tribe of Judah faluted him. Shimei alio 
came upon the bridge, and took hold of his 
feet, ahtf prayed him, “To forgive him wliat 
he had offended, and not to be too bitter againll 
him, nor to think fit to make him the full ex¬ 
ample of feverity under his new authority ; bur 
to conlider that he had repented of his failing 
of duty, and had taken care to come lull cf 
all to him.” While he was thus intreating the 
king, and moving him to companion, Abilhai, 
JoabVbrother, laid, J^And lhall not this man 
die for this, that lie hath curfed that king whom 
God hath appointed to reign over us?” But 
David turned himfelf to him, and laid, “ Will 
you never leave off, yc fons of Zeruiah ? Do 
not you, l pray, raife new troubles and (edi¬ 
tions among us, now the former arc over ; for 
I would not have you ignorant, that 1 this day 
begin my reign, and therefore (wear to remit to 
all offenders their puniihments, and not to ani¬ 
madvert on any one that has finned. Be thou, 
therefore, faid he, O Shimei, of good courage, 
and do not at all fear being put to death.” So 
he worlhippcd him, and went on before him. 

3. Mephiboshetu alfo, Saul’s grandfen, 
met David, eloathed in a forded garment, and 
having his hair thick and ncglcrtcd ; for after 
David was lied away, he was in inch grief that 
he had not polled his head, nor had he walked 
his cloaihs, as dooming himfelf to undergo Inch 
hardlhips upon occallon of the king’s affairs. 
Now he had been unjuftly calumniated to the 

king 
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kins: by Ziba bis Howard. When he had iulu- 
ted the king, and wor(hipped him, the king 
began to afk him, “Why he did not go out 
ef"]erufalem with him, and accompany him 
dating lais flight?” He replied, That “this 
piece"ofTnjuftice was owing to Ziba, bccaufe 
when he was ordered to get things ready for 
his going out with him, he took no care of it, 
but regarded him no more than if he had been 
a Have ; and indeed, had I had my feet found 
and ftrong, I had not deferted thee, for I could 
then have made ufe of them in my flight : But 
this is not all the injury that Ziba hath done 
me, as to my duty to thee, my lord and mat¬ 
ter, but he hath calumniated me bolides, and 
told lies, about me of his own invention ; hut | 
l know thy mind will not admit of inch cal¬ 
umnies, lmt is righteoully difpoled, and a lov¬ 
er of truth, which it is alio the will of God 
fhould prevail: For when thou waft in the 
greateft danger of fuffering by my grandfather, 
and when, on that account, our whole family 
might juftly have been deftroyed, thou wall | 
moderate, and merciful, and didft then eipeci- | 
ally forget all thole injuries, when, il thou hadft j 
remembered them, thou hadft the ]'owc: of ■ 
punifhing us for them ; but thou hall judged 
me to he thy friend, and hall let me every day 
at thine own table ; nor have 1 wanted any 
thing which one of thine own kinlmen, of 
greateft efteem with thee, could have expended. 
When he had faicl this, David refolvcd neither 
to * punifh Mcphibofhcth, nor condemn Ziba, j 
as having belied his mailer ; but laid to him, j 
that as he had [before] granted all his chafe to 
Ziba, bccaufe he did not come along with him, j 
fo he [now] promifed to forgive him, and order¬ 
ed that the one half ol his eflate fhould he re- 
ftored to him. Whereupon lYlephibolhelh laid, 
“Nay, let Ziba take all; it indices me that 
Uiou haft: recovered thy kingdom. * 

4. But David dcfiied Barzillai the Gilcan- 


itc, that great and good man, and one that had 
made a plentiful provilion for him at Maha- 
naim, and had conduced him as far as Jordan, 
to accompany him to jeiut.dem; lot he pro- 
mi fed to treat him in his old age with all man¬ 
ner of refped, would take care of him, and 
provide for him. But Barzillai was io deiirous 
to live at home, that he untreated him to ex- 
| enfe him from attendance on him ; and laid, 
j That “ his age was too great to enjoy the plea- 
hires [of a court] lince he was hairleore years 
j old, and was therefore making provilion for 
1 his death and burial ; fo he dehreil him to gra¬ 
tify him in this requeft, and diiinils him ; lor 
that he had no reiilh of his meat, or his drink, 
by realon of his age ; and that his ears were 
too much lhut up to hear the hmnd ol pipes, 
or the melody of other mufieal inilruuu.nts, 
l’uch as all thole that live with kings delight in.” 
i When lie intreated for this lo earncilly, the 
king (aid, “ 1 dii’miii; thee, but thou (half grant 
me thy foil (Timham, and ujion hint will I 
beftow all forts of good things.” Bo Barzillai 
left his fon with him, and worlliipped lire Ling, 
and willied him a profperous concluhon ol all 
his affairs according to hi:; own mind, and then 
returned home: But David came to Gilgal, 
having about him halt tin.' people jot iliac] ] 
and tite | whole j tribe of Jmktfl. 

3 . Now the principal men of the *'• ninety 
came to Gileal to him with a great multitude ; 
and complained of the tribe of judah, thal they 
had come to him in a pi i vale manner ; whereas 
they ought all conjointly, and with one and 
the fame intention, to have given him the meet¬ 
ing. But the rulers ol the tribe of judah de- 
fircd them not to be dilpleaied, il they had 
been prevented by them ; for, laid they, “ We 
are David’s kinlmen, and on that commit we 
the rather took care of him, and loved him, 
and fo came lirfi to him ; yet had they not, by 

their 


•* By Davia’s difpof.il of half Mcphibofheth’s fibre to 
Ziha, 010 would imagine that he was a good deal dilUum 
fed, and doubted whethei Mcphibolhethhs (lory wete en¬ 
tirely true or not : • Nor does David now invite him tr> 
diet with him, as he did before, but only forgives him, a 
he had been at all guilty. Nor is this odd way of mourn- 


[' mg that Meplithofheth made ufe of her-, and 2 Sam. 
j ! %i.\. 24. wholly tree Iron; lidpieton ot lapociii’v. Ti 7,. ■ 
h.i neglected or relmhd to biing Mcphibidbel0 ml ,ii . 1 . 
his own, on which he might li.lr to Davitl, il is h.;rd to 
| fuppofe that fo great a man as he was then, Id not h able 
| to procure fume other hr, hi lor the huiH: pu-poh:. 
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their early coming, received any gifts from him, 
which might give them who came la 11 any im- 
cafmefs.’ When the rulers of the tribe of Ju¬ 
dah had laid this, the rulers of the other tribes 
were not quiet, hut laid farther, ‘ k O brethren, 
we cannot but wonder at you when you call 
the king your kinlinan alone ; whereas lie that 
received from God the power over all of us in 
common, ovght to he cdeemed a kinlinan to 
us all ; for which rcuion the whole people have 
■* eleven parts in him, and you hut one part: 
We aho are elder than you ; wherefore you 
have not done jultlv in coming to the king in 
this private and concealed manner." 

0. Wn ilk ihcl'e rulers ware thus di(pitting 
one with another, a certain wicked man, who 
took a pleafurc in feditious practices, (his name 
vva., i'-hvla , tlx ion of Bichri, of the tribe of 
1‘Ynjainin) flood up in the midil of the multi- 
iude, and cried aloud, and fpakc thus to them : 
f ‘ We have no pms in David, nor inheritance 
in the ion of Idle.” And when be had tiled 
thole words, he blew with a trumpet, and de¬ 
clared war arainfl the king; and they all left 
David, and followed him, the tribe ot Judah 
alone fluid with him, and fettled him in his 
royal palace at Jerufalem. But as for his con¬ 
cubines, with whom Ablalom his foil had ac¬ 
companied, truly lie removed them to another 
horde; and ordered thole trial had the care of 
them to make a plentiful pmvihon for them, 
hut lie came not near them anv more. He alio 
appointed Amafa for the captain of 1 1 is forces, 
and gave him the fame high office which Jonh 
before had ; and he commanded him to gather 
together, out of the tribe of Judah, as gre.it an 
army m he could, and come to him within 
three days, that he might deliver to him his 
entire army, and might fend him to fight againff 
[Sheba] the foil of Bichri. Now while Amafa 
Was gw.e out, and made fornc delay in gather¬ 
ing the army together, and f'o was not yet re¬ 
turned, on the third day the king (aid to Juab, 

" 1 < 1< a 1 y prefer JofephusS reading here, when it flip- 
poi";.-, eleven tiilvs, including Benjamin, to be on one 
lid-, ;md the tribe of Judah alone on the other, finec Ben¬ 
iamin 'it gen-ral h.u! been (lit! fonder of the houfc of Saul, 
:;d lei's firm to David hitherto than. any of the reft, and 
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“ It is not fit we fhould make any delay in A 
affair of Sheba, left lie get a numerous ai 
about him, and be the occafion of greater n 
chief, and hurt our affairs more than did A 
ialom hiinlcif: do not thou therefore wait'an 
longer ; but take filch forces as thou hall a 
hand, and that [oldj body of fix hundred 
and thy brother Abifhai with thee, and purfue 
after our enemy, and endeavour to light him 
wherefoever thou canil overtake him. Make 
haite to prevent him, left he ferae upon lome 
fenced cities, and caulc us great labour and pains 
before we take him.” 

So Juab refolved to make no delay, but: 
taking; with him his brother, and thole fix hun¬ 
dred men, and giving orders that the reft of tile 
army which was at Jerufalem fhould follow him, 
lie marched with great fpecd againff Sheba ; and 
when he was come to Gibcon, which is a vil¬ 
lage forty furlongs dillant from Jerufalem, 
Amafa brought a great army with him, and 
met joah. Now Joah was girded with a fvvord, 
and his breaff-plate on; and when Amafa came 
near him to lalutehim, he took particular care 
that his fword fhould fall out as it were of its 
own accord : fo lie took it up from the ground, 
and while lie appioached Amafa, who was then 
near him, as though he would kifs him, he 
took hold of Amafa’s heard with his other hand, 
and he fmotehim in his belly when he did not 
fordee If, and flew him. This impious and al¬ 
together profane action Joab did to a good 
young man, and his kinfman, and one that had 
done him no injury, and this out of jealouly 
that he wc.uld obtain the chief command of the 
army, ami be in equal dignity with himfeli 
about the king : and for the lame caufe it was 
! that he killed Abner. But as to that former 
wicked atiion, the death of his brother Afuhck 
wliicli he leaned to revenge, afforded him a 
1 decent pretence, and made that crime a par¬ 
donable one; but in this murder of Amafa, there 

was 

fo cannot be flip poked to be joined with Judah nt iL’s 
time to niabe it double, ofj.ecially When tl.o (olioaiiij; u> 
bellion was headed by a Benj unite. See g 0 . and a kbun- 
xx. 2, j.. 
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was no fuch covering for it. Now when Joab 
had killed this general, he purfued after Sheba, 
having left a man with the dead body, who 
was ordered to proclaim aloud to the army, 
that Agnafa was juftly flain, and defervediy 
punifhed. But, laid he, if you be for the king, 
Joab his general, and Abilhai, Joab’s 
brother : But becaufe the body lay on the road, 
and all the multitude came running to it, and, 
a., is ufual with the multitude, flood wondering 
a great while at it, he that guarded it removed 
it thence, and carried it to a certain place that 
was very remote from the road, and there laid 
It, and <, ovcred it with his garment. When 
this was done, all the people followed Joab. 
Now as he purfued Sheba through all the coun¬ 
try of liraei, one told him, that he was in a 
llrong city called Abd-bcih-maachah ; hereupon 
joab went thither, and lat about it with his ar¬ 
my, and call up a hank round it, and ordered 
hi-, Juki; era to undermine the walls, and to over¬ 
throw them ; and fmee the people in the city 
did not admit him, he was ga'itly diipleaied at 
them. 

8 . Now tit ere was a woman of imall ac- || 
count, and yet both wile and intelligent, who 
teeing her native city lying at the lall extremi¬ 
ty, aleended upon the wall, and, by means of 
tiie armed men, called for Joab ; and when be 
came to her, the began to lay, Tint “ God 
ordained kings and generals of armies, that 
they might cut off the enemies of the 1 Iebrcws, 
and introduce an univerful peace among them; 
but thou art endeavouring to overthrow and 
depopulate a metropolis of the Ifraelites, which 
hath been guilty of no offence.” But he re¬ 
plied, “ God continue to be merciful unto me ; 

I am difpofed to avoid killing any one of the 
people, much lefs would I dctlroy fuch a city 
as tliis ; and if they will deliver me up Shelia, 
the lbn of Bichri, who hath rebelled againll 
the' king, 1 will leave off the liege, and with¬ 
draw the army Tom the place.” Now as loon 
as the woman heard what Joab laid. Hie dc~ 
fired him to intermit the liege for a little 
•while, for that he fhould have the head of his 
enemy thrown out to him prefentlv. So flic. 


'Hi 

went down to the citizens, and fiucf to them, 
“ Will you be fo wicked as to perimnaiiferably, 
with your children and wives, for the fake of 
a vile fellow, and one whom nobody kndftvs 
who he is ? And will you have him for your 
king inftead of David, who hath been fo great 
a benefactor to you, and oppol'e your city alone- 
to fuch a mighty and llrong army?” So fhe 
prevailed with them, and they cut off the head 
of Sheba, and threw it into Joab’s army. 
When this was done, the king’s general found¬ 
ed a retreat, and railed the liege. And when 
he was come to Jerufalem, he was again appoint-, 
ed to be general of all the people. The king 
alio conllituted Bcnaiah captain of the guards, 
and of the fix hundred men. He alfo let Ado- 
ram over the tribute, and Sahathcs and Achi- 
lam over the records. He made Sheva the 
feribe : and appointed Zatlok and Abiathar the 
hia.li priells. 

CHAP. XII. 

/Jo tv the Hebrews were delivered from a Fn- 
7niue , when the Gibcomtcs had eattfd Pnni/h- 
mcut to be injlicled for thofe of them that had' 
been /lain : As aljo what great Actions were 
performed agaiujl the Fhilijliv.es by David, 
a/u! the Men of Valvar about him. 

§ i. fk TTT.R this, when the country was 
jLjL greatly adliCted with a famine, Da¬ 
vid belbught God to have mercy on the 
people, and to dilcover to him what was the 
cjufe of it, and how a remedy might he found 
lor that dinemper. And when the prophets 
anfwered, That “ God would have the Gibeon- 
ites avenged, whom Saul the king was fo wick¬ 
ed as to betray to daughter, and had not ob- 
lerved the oath which Jofhua live general and 
the fenatc had fworn to them: B, therefore, 
laid God, the king would permit fuch ven¬ 
geance to he taken for thole that were Run a: 
the Giheonites fhould debug he promifed thal 
he would he reconciled to them, and free the. 
multitude from their miferies.” As loon'there¬ 
fore 
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fore , as the king underftood that this it was 
which Go/i fought, he fent for the Gihconites, 
and afked them, What it was they would have ? 
And when they deftred to have feven fens of 
Saul delivered to tliem to be punilhed, lie de- 
livered them up, but fpared Mcphibofheth, the 
fon of Jonathan. So when the Gihconites had 
received the men, they punilhed them as they 
pleated : Upon which God began to fend rain, 
and to recover the earth to firing forth its fruits ] 
as ulual, and to fiee it from the foregoing 
drought, fo that the country of the Hebrews 
ilourifhed again. A little afterward the king made 
war a gain (l the Philiftines ; and when he had 
■joined battle with them, and put them to flight, 
be was left alone, as lie was in purfuit of them ; 
and when he was quite tired down, he was 
leers by one of the enemy : his name was slch- 
t.'inv, the fon of Araph ; he was of the Tons of 
the giants. He had a fpear, the handle of 
which weigh :d three imndred fhekcls, and a 
breaft-plutc of sham-work, and a fvvord. He 
lurried hack, and ran violently to flay [David] 
their enemies king, for he was quite tired out 
with labour; but Abilhai, Joab’s brother, ap¬ 
peared on the fudden, and protected the king 
with his fhicltl, as he lay down, and flew the 
enemy. Now the multitude were very uneafy 
at thefe dangers of the king, and that he was 
very near to be ihiin : and the rulers made 
him iwcar, that he would no more go out with 
them to battle, left he fliould come to feme 
great misfortune by his courage and bolduefs, 
and theieliy deprive the people of the benefits 
they now enjoy by Ins means, and of thole that 
tin y might hereafter enjoy by his living a long¬ 
time among them. 

2 . WlIE N the king heard that tl*c Philiftines 

* This fcAion is a very return Gbltf and iiicws, 
fh.it, iit (lie opinion i t pitej'iiUS, iKvvid computed the 
1 mik f .r t’t.iiius, no: at lever.'1 units before, as their pte- 
f-nr j11f< rip! ions ftetr.u tv.ly imply, lint generally at the !:it— 
I't (,1,1 of his |t!’c, or aftcr ids wars were ort r. Nor 
i oo*. jofcp'rr , ucr the . uthor* et die known books of tlie 
GJd ,in.l Nhv/ Tut.win:, tun the Apoftolicnl Conllitu- 
tioi!fj c!» to hive „lu i.H it any of them to anv other au¬ 
thor tie':: to David himfelf. Sec Eft ay mi the Old To ft ti¬ 
ne if, p. c;,!, tyr. Of tl"it metres of the Pf,tints, fee the j 
pun on Anioj. id th chap-. :.vi. J However, vee mult 1 
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were gathered together at the city Gazara, 
fent an army againfl them, when Sihbecl 
the Hittite, one of David’s mofl couragct 
men, behaved himfelf fo as to deferve gr< 
commendation, for he flew many of thoG tl 
bragged they were the pofterity of the gro¬ 
und vaunted thcmfclves highly on that accou 
and thereby was the occalion of viGory to l 
Hebrews. After which defeat the Philitlii 
made war again ; and when D.avid had lent 
army againfl them, Nephan, his kinlfna 
fought in a Angle combat with the flouted < 
all the Philiftines, and flew him, and put tl 
reft to flight. Many of them alfo were flain 
in the fight. Now a little while aftet this, the 
Philiftines pitched their camp at a city which 
lay not far off the bounds of the country of the 
Hebrews. T hey had a man who was Ax cu¬ 
bits tall, and had on each of his feet and hands 
one more toe and Anger than men naturally 
have. Now the perfon who was lent againfl 
them by David out of his army was Jonathan 
the Ion ofShimeah, who fought this man in a 
Angle combat, and flew him ; and as he war; 
the perfon who gave the turn to the battle, he 
gained thegreateft reputation for courage there¬ 
in. This man alfo vaunted himfelf to he of 
the fons of the giants. But after this fight the 
Philiftines made war no more againfl the If- 
raelitcs. 

3. And now David being freed from wart; 
arid dangers, and enjoying for the future a 
profound peace, * compofcd fongs and hymns 
to God of fevcral forts of metre ; fomc of thole 
which lie made were trimeters, and fomc were 
pentameters : he alfo made inftniments of 
mufic, and taught the Levitcs to fing hymns 

to 

obfrrve here, that as Jofcplttis f>vs, Antiq. B. II. chap, 
xvi. S 4. tli.it the forig at the Red Sea, Kxod. xv. i,—21. 
was compofcd by Moles in tla- /v.v/m.'rtr tune, or metic; 
as alio Antiq. B. JV. chap. viii. (j 44, that the long oi 
Moles, Dcui. xxxti. t,—43. wna an / exnmiler poem ; Id 
docs la: lay,.that the L'faLn j of Dc.vul were of veruus ti/nir 
of metre, and particularly, that Bury contained trimeters 
and peninmeters. Antiq. li. VII. chip. xii. § 3. All which 
implies, that he thought thefc Hebrew poems might he 
belt dc bribed to the Greeks and Romans under thole 

namcj 



Chap. XII. 


ANTI QJU I T I E 

(to God, both on that called the Sabbath-day , 
and on the other feftivals. Now the couftruc- 
tion of the inftruments was thus : the viol was 
an inftrument of ten firings, it was played 
upon with a bow; the pfaltery had twelve 
mulical notes, and was played upon by the 
fitigost; the cymbals were broad and large in¬ 
ftruments, and were made of brafs. And fo 
much Until fuffice to be fpoken by us about 
thefe inftruments, that the readers may not be 
wholly unacquainted with their nature. 

4. Now all the men that were about David 
were men of courage. Thole that were molt 
illuftiiou , and famous of them for their actions 
were thirty-eight; of five of whom I will only 
relate the performances, for thefe will fuffice 
to make manifeft the virtues of the others alfo, 
for thefe were powerful enough to fubdue 
countries, and conquer great nations. Firft, 
therefore, was Jeft'ai, the foil of Achimaas, 
who frequently leaped upon the troops of the 
enemy, and did not leave off fighting till he 
overthrew nine hundred of them. After him 
was Elcuzar, the foil of Dodo, who was with 
the king at Arafam. This man, when once 
the Ifraclitcs were under a confternation at the 
multitude of the Philiftines, and were running 
away, flood alone, and fell upon the enemy, 
and flew many of them, till his fword clung 
to his hand by the blood he had fhed, and till 
the Ifraclitcs, feeing the Philiftines retire by 
his means, came down from the mountains 
and purfued them, and at that time won a 
furpriiing and a famous vidlory, while Eleazar 
flew the men, and the multitude followed and 

names and characters of hexameters, trimeters, and pen¬ 
tameters. Flow it appears, that the inftruments of mufic 
that v/erc originally ufed, by the command of king David 
and Solomon, and were carried to Babylon at the captivity 
of the two tribes, were brought hack after that captivity ; 
a ? > alfo, that the fingers and muficians, whoourlivetltlr.it 
captivity, came back with thofe inftruments, Ezra ii. 41. 
vii. 24. Neil. vii. 44. Antiq. 15 . XI. chap. iii. § 8. and 
chap. iv. 2. and that this mufic, and thefe inftruments at 
the temple, could not but be well known to Jofephus, a 
prieft belonging to that temple: who accordingly gives 
us aftiort defeription of three of the initruments, Antiq. 
if. VII. chap, xii, § 3. and gives us a diftiuA account, 
that fetch pf.ilms and hymns were fung in his days at that 
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fpoiled their dead bodies. The th ^d w as She¬ 
lia, the fon of llus. Now this man, when in 
the wars againlt the Philiftines they pitched 
their camp at a place called Lehi , and when 
the Hebrews were again afraid of their army, 
and did not flay, he flood ftill alone, as an 
army, and a body of men ; and fomc of them 
he overthrew, and fome who were not able to 
abide his ftrength and force he purfued. Thefe 
are the works of the hands and of fighting 
which thefe three performed. Now at the 
time when the king was once at Jemfalcm, 
and the army of the Philiftines came upon him 
to fight him, David went up to the top of the 
citadel, as we have already laid, to enquire of 
God concerning the battle, while the enemies 
camp lay in the valley that extends to the city 
Bethlehem, which is twenty furlongs diftant 
from Jcrufalem. Now David fluid to his com¬ 
panions, “ We have excellent water in my 
own city, efpecially that which is in the pit 
near the gate,” wondering if any one would 
bring him fome of it fo drink ; hut he Paid, 
That “ he would rather have it than a great 
deal of money.” When thefe three men heard 
what he laid, they ran away immediately, and 
burft through the midft of their enemies camp., 
and came to Bethlehem ; and when they had 
drawn the water, they returned again through 
the enemies camp to the king ; infomuch, that 
the Philiftines were lo furprifed at their bold- 
nel's and alacrity, that they were quiet, and 
did nothing again!! them, as if they defpifed 
their finall number. But when the water was 

brought 

temple. Antiq. B. XX. chap. 9. y 6. ,So that Jofephus’.-, 
authority is beyond exception in thefe matters. Nor ran. 
any hypothecs of the moderns, that do not agtee with 
Jofephus’s characters, he juilly fuppolbd the true metre 
of the ancient Hebrews; nor indcid is theic, 1 think, 
any other original authority now extant hereto relating, 
to he oppofed to thefe tchiinomes befoie us. That the 
ancient mufic of the Hebrews was very t utipluie alfo, and 
and had in it great variety of tutu 1 , iscv idem by the number 
of their mitfical iiilivuinents, atid by the teftimony of an- 
other moft authentic v/itiicl's, Jtfus the foil oi Si 1 idt, 
Eciltf. I.18. who fay?, that at the temple, in his days, 
'ike Jingcrs fan g praifes with their vene, lurh gnat variety 
u ffounds vein three made fweet mei->d\. 
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brought: to|the king, he would not drink it, 
laying, That “ it was brought by the danger 
and tiie blood of men, and that it was not 
proper on that account to drink it.” But he 
poured it out to God, and gave him thanks 
for the falvation of the men. Next to theie 
were Abilhai, Joah’s brother ; for lie in one 
day Hew fix hundred. The fifth of theie was 
Berm kill, by lineage a prieft ; for being challen¬ 
ged by [two] eminent men in the country of 
Moab, he overcame them by his valour. 
Moreover, there was a man, by nation an 
Egyptian, who was of a vail hulk, and chal¬ 
lenged him; yet did he, when he was unarm¬ 
ed, kill him with his own I pear, which he 
threw at him ; for he caught nimby force, and 
took away his weapons, while he was alive 
and lighting, and flew him with his own 
weapons. One may alio add this to the fore- 
mentioned afliorts of the fame man, either as 
the principal of them in alacrity, or as rc- 
fembling the re lb When God lent a inow, 
there was a lion who Hipped and foil into a ecu ..tin 
pit, and becanfethe pit’s mouth was narrow, it 
was evident, he would perifh, being incloied 
with the Inow; fo when he (aw no way to get 
put and have himfoli, he roared. When Bc- 
naiah heard the wild be.tft, he went towards 
him, and coming at the nolle he made, he 
went down Into the mouth of the pit, and {mute 
him, as he itruggled, with a flake that lay 
there, and immediately Hew him. The other 
thirty-three were like theie in valour alfo. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

That 'when David had numbered the Pa.-pl , 
they were punijhcd; and how the Divine 
Compajfwn i tjlrained that Punijhment. 

§ i. " OW king David was defirous to 
know how many ten thoufand? 
there were of the people, but forgot* the :um- 
mands of Moles, who told them before-hand, 
that if the multitude were numbered they 
lfiould pay half a fliekel to God for every head. 
Accordingly the king commanded Joab, the 
captain of his hod, to go and number the 
whole multitude: But when he laid there was 
no nccefhty for i’uch a numeration, he was not 
perfuaded [to countermand it] but he enjoined 
him to make no delay, but to go about the 
numbering of the Hebrews immediately, bo 
Joab took with him the heads of the tribes, 
and the lcribes, and went over the country of 
the Ifraclites, and took notice how numerous 
the multitude were, and returned to jeiufalem 
to the king, after nine months and twenty 
days; and he gave in to the king the number 
< f the people, without the tribe of Benjamin, 
for he had not yet numbered that tribe, no 
more than the tribe of Levi, for the king 
icpented of his having finned agairtft God. 
Now the number of the reft of the Ifraclites 
was nine ^hundred thoufand men, who were 
able to bear arms and goto war; hut the tribe 
of Jiidah, by itfclf, was four hundred thoufand. 
men. 

2. Now 


* The von!-, of God by IMob ,, Exod, \xx. 12. fnfiici- 
eritly jiUlify the rcafon he iv given by Jotcphus for the 
great plague mentioned in tins chapter, IF Ian thv< t.’kjl 
the futrtoj the children of Jfrttel, after their number, then flaill 
the? give era v n1.1/1 a ranfom fur feu! unto the Lard, when 
than numbere/t them, that there he no phpie a/no/ipjl them 
when thu numherejl them. Not indeed 1 uidd David’s 01 
the Sanhedrim’s ncp.lecf of executing tins l:nv at this 
numeration cxcufc the people, who ought (till to have 
brought their bounden oblation .of half a ihckcl a-piecc 
vith them, when they can.e to he numbered. The great 
rcafon vhv nations ..re fo eord'.antly puniihed by and with 
limit waled kings and govern,;oi r, turn, that they al- 
mo;l conit. mt ! y comply with them in their neglect of, 
■ >r u.fobedienee to flee divine laws, raid fuller thole divine 
lav. s to go into dilute or contempt, in order to plcafe 
thofs v.leked Ling tan** governors; and that they Submit 


to ft vend wicked political laws and commands of thofe 
kings and governors, iniiead of the righteous i.tws of God, 
v men ail mankind ought ever to obey, let their kings and 
governors lay what they plcafe to the contrary; this pre¬ 
ference of human, befene divine laws feeming to me rhe 
principal character of idolatrous or antichrilb.m nation'. 
Accordingly jofcplms well obferves, Antic). 1 >. IV. chap, 
viii. § 17. tliat it was tlsc duty of tiie people of Ifrael to 
talc can; that their kings, when they fhould hare thciii, 
did not exceed their proper limits of power, and prove 
ungovernable by the laws of God, which would’certainly 
be a molt pernicious tiling to their divine lettlemtiit. Nor 
do f think that negligence peculiar to the Jews : tlioft n.: • 
tions vhiih are called Chrijlinns, are foinetimes indeed 
very foiieitous to reftrain their kings and governors from 
breaking the human laws of their icveral kingdoms, but 

with- 
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j 2. Now when the prophets had fignified to 
l>avid that God was angry at him, he began to 
intreat him, and to defire he would be merciful 
to him, and forgive his fin. But God lent Na¬ 
than the prophet to him, to propofc to him the 
election of three things, that he might choole j 
.v ff.-sbjje liked heft : “ Whether lie would have j 
famine come upon the country for feven years ? ' ! 
or would have a war, and he fubdued three 1 
months by his enemies ? or whether God ihould 
fend a peililence and a diflemper upon the He¬ 
brews for three days r” But as he was fallen to 
i fatal choice of great mileries, he was in trou- 
be, an 1 f -eiy confounded ; and when the pro¬ 
phet had (aid, that he mud of need lit y make 
•.his choice, and had ordered him to anfwer 
vaickly, that he might dec! ire what he had 
shuieu to God, the king reafoned with himfelf, 
that in cafe he ihould alk for famine, he would 
o>pc*ar to cl > it for others, and without danger 
himfelf, lince he had a great deal of corn j 
nairded up, but to the harm of others : that in : 
cafe he Ihould ehoofe to he overcome [by his 
enemies] for three months, he would appear to 
have chof n war, becatife he had valiant men 
m vat him, and lining holds, and tint there¬ 
fore he feared nothing therefrom : fo he chole 
that aillibtion which is common to kings, and 
to their fubjoCls, and in which the fear was e- 
qnal on ail hdes ; and faid this before-hand, 
That “ it was much better to fall into the hands 
of God, than into thole of his enemies.” 

T ) . WatN the prophet had heard this, he de¬ 
clared it to God, who thereupon lent a pelii- 
lenee and a mortality upon the Hebrews ; nor 
did they die after one and the lame manner, 
nor fo that it was eafy to know what the dil- 
temper was. Now the miferable dileafe was 
one indeed, but it carried them off by ten thou- 
fand caufes and occafions, which thole that 
were afflided could not underhand ; for one 
died upon the neck of another, and the terri¬ 
ble malady delved them before they were aware, 
and brought them to their end fuddcnly; fome 

without the like care for rcltnaning them from breaking 
the laws of God, Whether it be right in the ftg'<t ofGjd to 
hearken unto men more than to Go,l, judge ye, Ads iv. U). 
JGo v! w/,f to oofi God rot her than tn-tt, V. 2[). 

. jofephus took thefe his diltind and me- 


t-s 

giving up the ghofl immediately with very great 
pains, and bitter grief; and foinc J^e^e worn 
away by their diftempers, and had nothing re¬ 
maining to be buried, but, as loon as ever they 
fell, were entirely macerated ; fome were choak- 1 
ed, and greatly lamented tluir cafe, as being 
alio Itricken with a fudden darknefs ; fome there 
were, who, as they were burying a relation, 
fell down dead, * without lmilhing the rites 
of the funeral. Now there pcrilhed of this dif- 
eale, which began with the morning, and Jail¬ 
ed till the hour of dinner, leventy thoufand. 
Nay, the angel 11 retcfied out his hand over 
Jerulalem, as fending this terrible judgment 
upon it. Bur David had put on backcloth, and 
lay upon the ground, intreating God, and beg¬ 
ging that the diftemper might now ceal’e, and’ 
that he would he finished with thole that had' 
already periihed. And when the king looked 
up into the air, and law the angel carried along 
thereby unto Jerulalem, with his Iword drawn, 
he laid to God, That he might jullly be 
punilhed, who was their fhepherd, luit that the 
lhcep ought to he preferved, as not having fin¬ 
ned at all ; and he implored Chad that he would 
lend his wrath upon him, and upon all his 
family, hut i'pare the people.” 

4. Win ;n God heard his fupplication, he 
cauled the pJlilence to ceafe; and lent Gad 
the prophet to him and commanded him to 
go up immediately to the threfning-Hoor of 
Araurnh the Jebnlite, anti build an altar there 
to God, and offer facrilices. Witten David 
he.ud that, he did not neglet‘1 his th.u.v, but 
made hade to (he place appointed him. New 
Araunah was threlhing wheat ; and when he 
law the king and all his iervants coming to him, 
he ran before, and came to him, and wodh’p- 
petl him. He was by his lineage a jebuhn-g 
but a paiticuhir friend of David’s ; and for t! at 
caufe it was, that when lie ovetthrew the city 
he did him no harm, as we informed the read¬ 
er a little before. New Araunah enquired, 

“ Vv here- 

bite holy accounts of the particular fymptoms, ai.<l nv. if 
miferable methods of civing in this teriihle juatibnec, v. <~ 
cannot no tv tel!, uur other copies alfordinj; us ho fuch 
accounts. 
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u Wherefore is my lord come to his fervant ?” 
He anfwejrd, “ To buy of him the threfhing- 
floor, that he might therein build an altar to 
God, and offer a facrifice.” He replied, That 
“ he freely gave him both the threfhing-floor, 
and the ploughs, and the oxen for a burnt-of¬ 
fering ; and he befought God gracioully to ac¬ 
cept his facrifice.” But the king made anfwer, 
That he took his generofity and magnanimity 
kindly, and accepted his good-will, but he de- 
fired him to take the price of them all, for that 
it was not juft to offer a facrifice that coft no¬ 
thing. And when Araunah laid, he would 
do as he pleafed, he bought the threfhing-floor 
of him for fifty fhekels. And when he had 
built an altar, he performed divine fervice, and 
brought a burnt-offering, and offered peace-of¬ 
ferings alfo. With thefe God was pacified, 
and became gracious to them again. Now it 
happened that ' ,r Abraham came and offered his 
fon 1 iliac for a burnt-offering at that very place; 
and when the youth was ready to have his throat 
cut, a ram appeared on a hidden, Handing by 
the altar, which Abraham lacrificed in the Head 
of his fon, as we have before related. Now 
when king David law that God had heard his 
prayer, and had gracioully accepted of his fa¬ 
crifice, he reiolved to call that entire place the 
altar of all the people, and to build a temple 
to God there : Which words he uttered very 
appofitcly to what was to be done afterward, 
fbr God lent the prophet to him, and told him, 
that there fhould his fon build him an altar, 
that fon who was to take the kingdom after him. 

C H A P. XIV. 

7 hat I)aval made great Preparations for the 
Jionf of Goa’; anil that upon Aden jab's At¬ 
tempt to gain the Kingdom, he appointed Solo¬ 
mon to reign. 

§ t. A FT MR the delivery of this prophecy, 
Jg\ the king commanded the ftrangers 

* Wh.it jo fen !ius a this hero is very remarkable, that 
this mount IX'oriah was not only the very place where 
A hr ih.im otic ret! up ifaac long ago, but that God had fore¬ 
told to I by a proplr.that here his fon fhould build 
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to be numbered, and they were found to he 
one hundred and eighty thoufand : of thefe he 
appointed fourfeore thouland to be hewers of 
ftone, and the reft of the multitude to carry 
the ftones, and of them he let over the work¬ 
men three thoufand and five hundred. He 
alio prepared a great quantity of iron, and H-M, 
for the work, with many, and thole exceeding 
large, cedar trees, the Tyrians and Sidonianc 
fending them to him, for he had fent to them 
for a fiipply of thole trees. And lie told Ids 
friends that thefe things were now prepared, 
that he might leave materials ready lor the 
building of the temple to his fon, who was to 
reign after him; and that he might not have 
them to feck then, when he was very young, 
and, by rcafon of his age, unfkilful in luch mat¬ 
ters ; but might have them lying by them, and 
lb might the more readily complete the work. 

2 . So David called his fon Solomon, and 
charged him, when he had received the king¬ 
dom, to build a temple to God ; and laid, “ I 
was willing to build God a temple myfelf, hut 
he prohibited me, bccaufe I was polluted with 
blood and wars ; but he hath foretold, that 
Solomon my your.gcft fon fhould build him a 
temple, and fhould be called by that name ; 
over whom he hath promiled to take the like 
care as a father takes over his fon; and that he 
would make the country of the Hebrews hap¬ 
py under him, and that not only in other re- 
1 peels, but by giving it peace, and freedom 
from wars, and from internal feditions, which 
arc the greateft of all bleffings. Since there¬ 
fore, fays he, thou waft ordained king by God 
himfelf before thou waft born, endeavour to 
render thyfclf worthy of this his providence, 
as in other inftances, fo particularly in being 
religious, and righteous, and courageous. Keep 
thou alfo his commands, and his laws, which 
lie hath given us by Moles, and do not permit 
others to break them. Be zealous alfo to dedi¬ 
cate 

him a temple, which is not dire<THy.in anv of our other 
copies, though very agreeable to what is in thtni, parti¬ 
cularly in i Chron. xxi. ;6, 28. and xxii. 1. to which pla- 
! ccs I refer the reader. 
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cate to God a temple, which he hath chofen 
to be built under thy reign ; nor be thou af¬ 
frighted by the vaflnefs of the work, nor fet 
about it timoroufly, for I will make all things 
ready before I die: And take notice, that there 
^re already * ten thoufand talents of gold, and 
anA'cm-dred thoufand talents of filver, collected 
together. I have alfo laid together brafs and 
iron without number, and an immenfe quan¬ 
tity of timber, and of ftones. Moreover, thou 
haft many ten thoufand ftone-cutters; and car¬ 
penters ; and if thou fhalt want any thing 
farther, do thou add fomewhat of thine own. 
Whcreitue, if thou performed: this work, thou 
^rilt he acceptable to God, and have him for 
thy patron.” David alfo farther exhorted the 
rulers of the people to affift Kis fon in this 
building, and to attend to the divine fervice, 
when they fliould be free from all their misfor¬ 
tunes for that they by thefe means fhould 
enjoy, inttcad of them, peace and an happy 
fettlement, with which bleflings God rewards 
fuch men as are religious and righteous. He 
alfo gave orders, that when the temple fhould 
be once built, they fhould put the ark therein, 
with the holy veffels ; and he allured them, 
that they ought to have had a temple long ago, 
if their fathers had not been negligent of God’s 
commands, who had given it in charge, that, 
when they had got the poffeflion of this land, 
they fhould build him a temple. Thus did 
David difeourfe to the governors, and to his fon. 

3. David was now in years, and his body 
,by length of time was become cold and be¬ 
numbed, infomuch, that he could get no heat 
by covering himfelf with many cloaths: And 
when the phyficians came together, they agreed 
to this advice, that a beautiful virgin, chofen 
out of the whole country, fhould fleep by the 
king’s fide, and that this damfel would com¬ 
municate heat to him, and he a remedy againfl 
his numbnefs. Now there was found in the 
city one woman, of a fuperior beauty to all 
other women (her name was Ahijhag ) who 
fleeping with the king, did no more than com- 

* Of the quantity of gold and River expended in the 
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municate warmth to him ; for he Jya'; fo old, 
that he could not know her as a lmfband 
knows his wife. But of this woman wc fhall 
fpeak more prefently. 

4. Now the fourth fon of David was a 
beautiful young man, and tall, born to him of 
Haggith his wife. He was named Adonijah , 
and was in his difpofitipn like to Abfalom ; 
and exalted himfelf as hoping to he king, and 
told his friends that he ought to take the go¬ 
vernment upon him. He alfo prepared many 
chariots, and horfes, and fifty men'to run be¬ 
fore him. When his father faw this, he did 
not reprove him, nor rcflrain hlmjfrom his 
purpofe, nor did he go fo far as to nfk where¬ 
fore he did fo ? Now Adonijah had for his aflift- 
ants, Joab the captain of the army, and Abia— 
thar the high prieft. ; and the only perfons that 
oppofed him were, Z%dok the high prieft, and 
the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah, who was 
captain of' the guards, and Shiinei, PavicTs 
friend, with all the other molt mighty men. 
Now Adonijah had prepared a fupper out of’ 
the city, near the fountain that was in the 
king’s paradife, and had invited all his breth¬ 
ren except Solomon, and had taken with him 
Joab the captain of the army, and Abia!bar, 
and the rulers of the tribe of Judah ; hut had 
not invited to this feaft, neither#i£adock the 
high prieft, nor Nathan the prophet, nor Be¬ 
naiah the captain of the guard#, nor any of 
thofe of the contrary party. This matter was 
told by Nathan the prophet to Bathfheba, So¬ 
lomon’s mother, that Adonijah was king, and 
that David knew nothing of it; and he advifed 
her to fave herfelf, and her fon Solomon, and 
to go by herfelf to David, and fay to him. 
That “ he had indeed fworn that Solomon 
fliould reign after him, but that, in the mean 
time, Adonijah had already taken the king,- 
dom.” fie faid, that he, the prophet himfelf, 
would come after her, and, when fhe had 
fpoken thus to the king, would confirm w hat 
fhe had faid. Accordingly Bathfheba agreed 

, with 

building of Solomon’s temple, and whence it arofo, fee 
the defeription of the temples, chap. xii». 

3 CL 
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with Nathin, and went in to the king, and 
w or (hipped him ; and when (he had deiired 
leave to fpeak with him, the told him all 
things in the manner that Nathan had fuggeft- 
cd to her ; and related what a fupper Adoni¬ 
jah. had made, and who they were whom he 
had invited, Abiathar the high pried, and Joab 
the general, and David’s fons, excepting Solo¬ 
mon, and his intimate friends. She alfo faid} 
That “ all the people had their eyes upon 
him, to know whom he would chufe for their 
king.” She deiired him alfo to conlider, how, 
after his departure, Adonijah, if he were king, 
would ‘fla^ her, and her ibn 'Solomon. 

5 . Now as Bathlheba wag fpeaking, the 
keepers of the king’s chambers told him,* that 
Nathan defired to fee him. And when the 
king had commanded that he fhould he ad¬ 
mitted, he came in, anfl afked him, whether 
he had ordained Adonijah to be king, and de¬ 
livered the government to hint or not ? for that 
he had made a fplendid fupper, and invited all 
his fons, except Solomon; as alfo that he had 
invited joab the captain of his hoft [and Abia¬ 
thar the high priefl] who are feafting with ap~ 
plaufes, and many joyful founds of inftru- 
ments, and: with that liis kingdom may laft 
for ever ; hut he hath not invited me, nor 
Zadok the Ugh prieft, nor Benaiah the captain 
of the guards ; and it is hut fit that all ihould 
know whetht??- this be done by thy approbation 
or not. When Nathan had faid thus, the king 
commanded that they fhould call Bathlheba to 
him, for fhe had gone out of the room when 
the prophet came. And when Bathlheba was 
topic, David faid, “ I fwear by Almighty 
Gfod,. that thy fon Solomon lhall certainly be 
king, as I formerly fwore, and that he lhall 
lit upon my throne, and that this very day 
alfo.”* So Bathlheba worfhipped him, and 
v,’idied him a long life : and the king lent for 
Zadol: \he high prieft, and Benaiah the captain 
of the guards ; and when they were come, lie 
ordered them to take with theih Nathan the 
prophet, and all the armed men about the pa¬ 
lace, and to fet his fon Solomon upon the 
king’s mule, and to carry him out of the city 
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to the fountain called Gibott , and to anoinf 
him there with the holy oil, and to make him 
king. This he charged Zadok the high prieft, 
and Nathan the prophet, to do; and com¬ 
manded them, to follow Solomon through the 
midft of the city, and to found the trumpets 
and with aloud, That “ Solomon the kifig may 
fit upon the royal throne for ever,” that fo all 
the people may know that he ,is ordained king 
by his father. He alfo gave Solomon a charge 
concerning his government, to rule the whole 
nation of the Hebrews, and particularly the 
tribe of Judah, religioufly and rightcoufly. 
And when Benaiah had prayed to God to be 
favourable to Solomon, without any delay they 
let Solomon upon the mule, and brought him 
out ‘of the city to the fountain, and anointed 
him with the oil, and broughthim into the 
city again, with acclamations, and wilhes, that 
his kingdom might continue a long time : and 
when they had introduced him into the king’s 
. houfe, they fet him upon the throne. Where¬ 
upon all the people betook themfelves to make 
merry, and to celebrate a feftival, dancing, 
and delighting themfelves with mufical pipes, 
till both the earth and the air echoed with the 
multitude of the inftruments of mufic. 

f>. Now when Adonijah and his guefts per¬ 
ceived this nolfe,. they were in diforder; and 
Joab the captain of the hoft faid, “ he was 
not pleafed with thefe echoes, and the found 
of thefe trumpets.” And when fupper was fet 
before them, nobody tailed of it, but they 
were all very thoughtful, what fhould be the 
matter. Then Jonathan,, the fon of Abiathar 
the high prieft, came running to them ; and 
when Adonijah fa.w the young man gladly, 
and faid to him, that he was a good melTenger, 
he declared to them the whole matter about 
Solomon, and the determination of king Da¬ 
vid : Hereupon both Adonijah and all his guefts 
rofe haftily frqm the feaft, and every one fled 
to their own homes. . Adonijah alfo, as afraid 
of the king for what' he had done, became a 
fupplicant to God, and took hold of the horns 
of the altar, which were prominent. It Was - 

alfe 
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,'lfo told Solomon, that he had fo done; and 
that he deftred to receive afluranc.es from him, 
that he would not remember the injury; he had 
clone, and not inflict any fevere punifhment 
, for it. Solbmon anfwered very mildly and 
V/u.dently, That “ he forgave him this his of¬ 
fence ‘but faid withal, that if he were found 
out in ;pcy attempt for new innovations, that 
lie would be the author of his own punifh- 
inent.” So he fent to him, and raifed him up 
from the place of his fupplication. And when 
he was come to the king ># and had worfhipped 
him, the king bid him go away to his own 
houfe, and have no fufpicion of any harm ; 
and defired him to fhew himfelf a worthy man, 
as what would tend to his own advantage. 

7. But David, being defirous of ordaining 
Ins fon king of all the people, called together 
their rulers to Jerufalem, with the priefls, and 
the Lcvites : and having firft numbered the 
Levites, he found them to be thirty-eight 
thoufand, from thirty years old to fifty; out 
of winch he appointed twenty-thrSe thoufand 
to take care of the building of the temple, 
and out of the fame, fix thoufand to he judges 
of the people, and feribes, four thoufand for 
porters to the houfe of God, and as many for 
lingers, to fing to the inftruments which Da¬ 
vid had prepared, as we have faid already. 
He divided them alfo into courfes ; and when 
he had feparated the priefts from them, he 
found of thefe priefts twenty-four courfes, fix- 
teen of the houfe of Eleazar, and eight of that 
of Ithamar ; and he ordained, that one courfe 
ffiould minifter to God eight days, from Sab¬ 
bath to Sabbath. And thus were ^he courfes 
diftributed by lot, in the prelcnce of David, 
and Zadok and Abiathar the high priefts,. and 
of all the rulers : and that courfe which came 
uj$Srft was written down as the firft, and ac¬ 
cordingly the fecond, and fo on to the twenty- 
fourth : And this partition hath remained to 
this day. He alfo made twenty-four parts of 
the trihe'of Levi;, and when they call lots, 
they came up in the fame manner for their 
-eourfes of eight days. He alfo honoured the 
poftcrity of Mofes, and made them the keep¬ 


ers of the treafures of God, and of the dona¬ 
tions which the kings dedicated, fie alfo or¬ 
dained, that all the tribe of Levi, as well as 
the priefts, fhould ferve God night and day, 
as Mofes had enjomed them. 

8.- After this, he parted theentire army in¬ 
to twelve parts, with their leaders [and cap¬ 
tains of hundreds] and commanders. Now 
every part had twenty-four thoufand, which 
were ordered to wait on Solomon, by thirty' 
clays at a time, from the firft day till the laft, 
■with the captains of thoufands, and captains of 
hundreds. He alfo fet rulers over every part, 
fuch as he knew to be good and righteous men.’ 
He fet others alfo to take care of the treafures; 
and of the villages, and of the fields, and of 
the beafts, whole names I do not think it ne- 
ceflary to mention.. When David had order¬ 
ed all thefe offices after the manner before-men¬ 
tioned, he called the rulers of the Hebrews, 
and their heads of tribes, and the officers over 
the feveral divifions, and thofc that were ap¬ 
pointed over every work, and every pofleffion ; 
and Handing upon an high pulpit, he faid to 
the multitude as follows : w My brethren, and 
my people, I would have you know, that I in¬ 
tended to build an houfe for God, and prepar¬ 
ed a large quantity.of gold, and an hundred 
thoufand talents of filver; but God prohibited 
me by the prophet Nathan, bccaufe of the wars 
I had on your account, and bccaufe my right 
hand was polluted with the daughter of our 
enemies ; but he commanded that my fon, who 
was to fuececd me in the kingdom, fhould build 
a temple for him. Now, therefore, fiacc yon 
know that of the twelve fons whom Jac6b our 
forefather had, Judah was appointed to he king, 
and that I was preferred before my fix brethren,, 
and received the government from God, and 
that none of them were uneafy at it; fo do I 
alfo defire that my fons be not feditious one a- 
gainft another, now Solomon has received the 
kingdom, but to bear him cheerfully for their 
lord, as knowing that God hath chofen him : 
for it is not a grievous thing to obey dyen a 
foreigner as a ruler, if it be God’s will; but it 

is 
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is fit to rjjoiee when a brother hath obtained 
that dignity, fincc the reft partake of it with 
him. And 1 pray that the promifes of God 
may be fulfilled ; and that this happincfs, which 
he hath promifed to beftow upon king Solomon, 
over all the country, may continue therein for 
all time to come. And thefe promifes, O foil, 
will be firm, and come to an happy end, if thou 
fheweft thyfelf to be a religious and a righteous 
' man, and an obfcrver of the laws of thy coun¬ 
try ; but if not, expeit adverfity upon thy dii- 
obedienee to them.” 

9. Now when the king had faid this, he 
left off; but gave the defcription and pattern 
of the building of the temple, in the fight of 
them all, to Solomon ; of the foundations, and 
of the chambers, inferior and fuperior, how 
many they were to be, and how large in height 
and in breadth ; as alfo he determined the 
weight of the golden and filver veffels ; more¬ 
over, he earneftly excited them with his words, 
to ufe the utmoft alacrity about the work : he 
exhorted the rulers alfo, and particularly the 
tribe of Levi, to aftift him, both becaufe of his 
youth, and becaufe God had cliofen him to 
take care of the building of the temple, and of 
the government of the kingdom. lie alfo de¬ 
clared to them that the yvork would be eafy, 
and not very laborious in them, becaufe he had 
prepared for it many talents of gold, and more 
of filver, with timber, and a great many carpen¬ 
ters, and ftone-cutters, and a large quantity of 
emeralds, and all forts of precious ftoncs: and 
lie faid, that even now he would give of the 
proper goods of his own dominion two hun¬ 
dred Talents, and three hundred other talents 
.of pure gold, for the meft holy place, and for 
the chariot of God, the cherubim, which are 
to Hand over and cover the ark. Now when 
David had done fpeaking, there appeared great 
alacrity among the rulers, and the priefts and 
the Levites, who now contributed, and made 
great and fplendid promifes for a future contri¬ 
bution ; for they undertook to bring of gold , 
five thoufand talents, and ten thoufand drains, 
and of filver ten thoufand talents, and many 
ten thoufand talents of iron : And if any one 


had a previous Hone, he brought it, and 
queathed it to be put among the treafures ; 
which Jeliiel, one of the pofterity of Mol 
had the care. 

• {o. Upon this occafiop all the people 
joiced, as in particular did David, when he f; 

; the zeal and forward ambition of the- -r.de 
and the priefts, and of all the reft ; and he h 
gan to blefs God with a loud voice, * £ callh 
him the father and parent of the univerfe, a: 
the author of human and divine things, wit 
which he had adorned Solomon, the patix 
and guardian of the Hebrew nation, and of L , 
happincfs, and of that kingdom which he hath 
given his fon. Befides this, he prayed for hap- 
pinefs to all the people ; and to Solomon his 
fon, a found and a righteous mind, qjjid con¬ 
firmed in all forts of virtueand then he 
commanded the multitude to blefs God: upon 
which they all fell down upon the ground, and 
i worfhipped him. They alfo gave thanks to 
David on account of all the blcffings which 
they had received ever fince he had taken the 
kingdom. On the next day he prefented l’acri- 
lices to God, a thoufand bullocks, and as many 
lambs, which they offered for burnt-offerings. 
They alfo offered peace-offerings, and flew 
many ten thoufand facrifices ; and the king 
feafted all day, together with ail the people ; 
and they anointed Solomon a fecond time with 
the oil, and appointed him to be king, and 
Zadok to be the high prieft of the whole mul¬ 
titude. And when they had brought Solomon 
to the royal palace, and had fet him upon his 
| father’s throne, they were obedient to him from 
: that day. 


CHAP. XV. 

What Charge David gave to his Son Solomon, 
at the Approach of his Death ; and how 
many Things he left him for the Building 
of the Temple. 

§ 1. A LITTLE afterward David alfo fell 
JLJL into a diftemper, by reafon of his 

age; 
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igc 5 and perceiving that he was near to deith, ! to gundy me, th.-u limit have i j grp,t honour, 
we culle I his fun Solomon, and difeouried to 1 and tab - great e.tro oi'; Ibr wy h.w-- dm ; 
him thus: “ 1 am now, «) my Ton, going to j >•! to him had, hut we nn’y repry thi.t debt 
my grave, ami to iny lathees, which is the ; whisk we ow<- his Earlier, li>r v. hat he did lo 
com non way which all men that now are, or me in my 111 ht. Th, re i , ;:ho I l,,',msi the hm. 
tydi he hereafter, mult go ; horn whieh way < i'drr.i, oik he tribe o! lien- onin, who, :>!ter 
’Thypo longer polfible to return, and to know iv h id cm mmy reproaches upon nr, when,, 
a:tv tiling that is done in the world : On i m m|> flight, 1 was going to Mali maim, mot 
v.-Teh account 1 exhort thee, while 1 am tiiil I me at Jordan, an l reeeived aituraiKes that he 

ah', e, though already very near to death, in j mould them fuller nothing. S > > i hen now few’, 

the 111 me m inner as l h tve formerly laid in my 1 at lor' iome pill occafioti, itm! yamih) him.” 
ad vie • to thee, to he righteous towards thy Worst David h id given la. to adm-W 

Ihhleol ., and religious towards (Sod, that h il’i lions to hi; lot) about public chairs, an I ,hou» 

■ e.i ! ] ’ -e thy kingdom : to observe his com- ; ins friends, and aiio.iit thole whom he !:;u ” to 

mah, and his i me, wliicli lie hath lent u> i delervc ])S!>dt|j;mmt, he died, havinp lie c| t 
by Motes; and neither do thou, out ol favour ; ty ye. nr, and reigned feven ye,;, nd |j v 
nor ii i*icry, allow any In*1 or otlur pailion to ! months in lie!iron over she tehee oj Jud ih, am' 


|j goo,| to him lie,',, hut we on’y rep ry ill :f debt 
;j which eve I wee his father, f >r v, hat he did to 
j me ui my liwji!. 1 m re i , ;:!*•» Onnia the ion. 
| < I s I era, oi the tribe o! Hen; onto, who, a! ter 
j u id euit m ci v reproarhc-i upifh nm, when, 

j w my Slight, I was going to Mali maim, met 
me at Jordan, ant received affuruiKcs that he 
i mould then hdler nothing. Doihon mu; Oik 
;mu for Iome jult ocealioti, and garnish him.” 
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good qualities peculiarly fit for kings : nor was 
he guilty (M any offence in the cxcrcife of fo 
great an authority, but in the bufmefs of the 
wife of Uriah. He alio left behind him great¬ 
er wealth than any other king, either of the He¬ 
brews, or of other nations, ever did. 

3. 11 e was buried by his ion Solomon, in 
Jerufaiem, with great magnificence, and with 
all the other funeral pomp which kings life to 
be buried with : moreover, he had great and iin- 
menie wealth buried with him, the vaiinefs of 
which may be caiily conjectured at by what I 
lhall now fay ; for a thouiand and three hun¬ 
dred years afterward, Hyrcanus the high pried, 
when he was befieged by Antiochus, that was 
called the Pious , the ion of Demetrius, and was 
dchrout; of giving him money, to get him to 


raife the fiege, and draw off his army ; and 
I having no other method of compafling the 
! money, opened one room of David’s fepulchre. 
j and took out three thouiand talents, and gave 
! part of that fum to Antiochus, and by this 
| means cauied the liege to be raifed, as \\,t 
have informed the reader elfewhere,—- -v fay. 
after him, and that many years, Herod the 
king opened another room, and took away . 
great deal of money, and yet ’neither of the” 
came at the coffins of the kings themfelves ; fo; 
their bodies were buried under the earth u 
1 aitfully, that they did not appear to even thoh 
that entered into their monuments. But fo 
much fhall luffice us to have faid concerning 
thefe matlets. 


VIII. 

Containing the Interval of One Hundred and Sixty-three Tears, 

[Fiom the Idealh cA David to the Death of Ahab.] 


C II A P. I. 

JIuzv Sulbmcu, ivten he haJ rccelv. J the King¬ 
dom, took off' his Knemits. 

W E have already treated of David, 
and his virtue; and of the bene¬ 
fits lie was the author of to Ids 
countrymen ; of his wars alio, and battles, 
which ho managed with iucccfs; and then died 
an old man, in the foregoing book. And 
when Solomon Ills fon, who was but a youth 
in age, had taken the kingdom, and whom 
David had declared, while he was alive, the 
lord of that people, according to God’s will; 
when lie fat upon the throne, the whole hotly 
of the people made joyful acclamations to him : 
as is idled at the beginning of a reign; and 
wifhed that ail his affairs might come to a 


bUlled couch’d.on ; and that lie might arrive 
at a great age, and at the moil happy flatc of 
affairs pofliblc. 

2 . But Adonijah, who, while his father 
was living, attempted to gain peffcflion of the 
government, came to the king’s mother Bath- 
fheba, and fainted her with great civility; and 
when flic afked him, whether he came to her 
as defiring her a, niff a nee in any thing or not ? 
and bid him tell her if that were the cafe, for 
that flic would cheerfully afford it him, lie be¬ 
gan to fay, That, “ flic knew herfclf that the 
kingdom was his, both on account of his elder 
age, and of the difpofition of the multitude; 
and that yet it \yas transferred to Solomon her 
fon, according to the will of God. He alii) 

| faid, that he was contented to be a fcivant 
f under 
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eider him, and was ^leafed with the pi’clent 
ittlement ; but lie dehrdl her to be a mean:; 
f obtaining a favour from his brother to him, 
nd to perfuade him to bellow on him in mar- 
lajre Abifhag, who had indeed fitpt by hisin- 
.jier, but beeaule his father was too old, he did 
i(/e u h--: with her, and (lie was iiill a virgin.” 
Jo Bathfhcba promiled him to afford him lu r 
tdhfance very carneflly, and to bring; this 
viarriage aboutj becauie the king would lie 
willing; to gratify him in inch a thing, and bc~ 
saufe flu: wonhl prefs liiin to it very carneflly. 
A>rdi’ig;iv he went away in hopes of fucceed- 
ingin liu, m itch. So Solomon's mother went 
prelently to her foil, to (peak to him about 
wind fhe bad proawic.l, upon Adonijah’s hip- 
plication to her. And when her ion came 
forward to meet her, and embraced her ; and 
when he had brought her into the houle 
where his royal throne was fet, he fat there¬ 
on, an 1 hid them fet another throne on the 
right hand for his mother. When Bnth- 
fholu was fl-t down, fhe laid, “ O my foil, 
grant me one requcfl that I defire of thee, and 
do not any tiling; to me that is di(agreeable or 
ungrateful, which thou wilt do if thou denied 
me.” And when Solomon hid her to lay her 
eomm.mds upon him, becauie it was agreeable 
to Ids duty to grant her every thing fhe 
fhouhl afk, and complained that fhe did not at 
fil'd begin her diicourfe with a firm experilation 
of obtaining - wliat ihc defired, but had fome 
lufpicion of a denial, fhe inlreated him to 
grant, that his brother Adonijah might marry 
Abifhag. 

3.-.B’yr the king was greatly oflended at 
thefe words, and font away his mother ; and 
faid, “ That Adonijah aimed at great thing , 
and that he wondered that lhe did not defire 
him to yield up the kingdom to him, as to his 
elder brother, hnee fhe defired that he might 
marry Abilh ig ; and that he had potent friends, 
Joal) the capt tin of the hoft, and Ahiathar the 
priefl.” So he called for Benaiah the capta'm 
of the guards, and ordered him to flay his 
toother Adonijah. lie alfo called for Abiathar 
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the pried, and fuu! to lum, “ I wjl^ not put 
thee to death, becauie of thole other hauljhips 
wiiici. thou hail enduved with my father, and 
became of the ark which thou half home alone- 

e » 

with him ; byt 1 inflict iris following punifh- 
ment upon thee, becauie thou was among 
! Adonijah':; followers, ami wail of Iris piny. 

I Do not thou conimuc l.rre, nor omic any 
more into my hght ; hut go to thine own 
town, and live on thy own iuids, and there 
abide all thy life ; for thou halt offended fo 
greatly, that it is nc r julf riru tliou lhotildefl 
retain tliy digni,t ; any loupe*.” for tin: fore- 
mentioned e.u:lo thcielorc it was, 11< . ( the 
houle of illuimur was deprived of the face:- 
dotal dignify, as (fid had foretold to Mi, the 
grandfather of Abiathar. So it was transferred 
to the family of l'hineas to /amok. Now 

, J ^ 1 

tliofc that were of the family of Phine.w, but 
lived privately during the time that tltc high 
pricilhood was transferred to the hong- of hlu- 
fnar (ol which family Eli was the fit if f Jut n- 
teived it) wereaheie that follow : Bukki, the 
Ion of AbtllutJBe high pried ; his ion was 
Joutham ; joafuain’s foil was MeraiotJi ; Me- 
raioth’s Ion was Arophar.s ; Aropli.rus’s litn 
was Ahitub ; and Ahiiuifs ton was Amok, 
who was lird made high pried in the reign of 
David. 

4. Now when To di the captain of the hod 
heard of rite ikmght to! Adonijah, he was gigg¬ 
ly af raid, hu he was a. gnu ter friend to him than 
to Solomon ; and fhipcClin;:, not whltout rea- 
ion, that lie was in damp el on account of his fa- 
i votif to Adoiiij di, he Hod to the altar, awl iby- 
poied he migtit procure falcty tin n-hv to fi.i r h. 
hammih of the i.highs piety towards to f. I'm 
when iome told the king what {nubs h-ppma! 
was, he fent Benaiah, and comm me. d Mm to 
mile him. up from the altar, and bring him to 
; the judgment-lc.it, in order to make Iris de¬ 
fence. However Juab faid, lie would not leave 
the altar, but would die there, rather than in 
another place. And when Benaiah had re pair¬ 
ed his anfvvcr to the king, Solomon command¬ 
ed 
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Ovl him to ■' cut off his head there, and let him i 
take that as a punifhment for thole two captains 
of the Jioll whom he had wickeoly (lain, and 
to bury his body, that his fuv; might never leave 
h'r. f.unily, but lh it himfelf and his lather, hy 
[oah’s death, might he guilt!cis? And when! 
Benai.di itad done what-he was commanded to 
do, he was himielS appointed to be captain 
qf the whole armv. The king alto made Y<\- 
dok to he alone the high pried, in the room of 
Abiathar, whom' lie Itad removed. 

v But as to Shimci, Solomon commanded 
th.tr he should Inti id him an houie, and lliy at 
(ertiialem, and attend noon him, and fnouhl 
not have authoi ity to go over the brook Cedron; ; 
and that if he difoheyed that commutid, death | 
(hon’d be his panidiment. 1 le alfo threatened 
him fo terribly, that he compelled him total-., 
an oyh that he would obey. Accordingly 
Shimci fa id. That tt iw had rcafon to tliauk So¬ 
lo,non for giving him Inch an injimclioii 
and added an oath, th it he would do as he hid 


think thcmfclvcs fecure. becaufc they have yet 
inhered nothing, their punifhment increaies, 
and is heavier upon them, and that to a great¬ 
er degree than if they had been punifhed im¬ 
mediately upon the commifiion of their crimes." 
So Bcnaiah, on the king’s command, flew 
, Ihimei. 
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C emit;jr lie Wife of Solomon : concert:! //g lu 

/VtfJoWy and Riches ; and cotun tun g -re,he' 
he obtained of Hiram for lhe Bui!din g of tin 
T‘ tuple. 

§ i. 0()LOiYiOi\ having already fettled him- 
g3 (irmly in his kingdom, and hav¬ 
ing brought his enemies to puniihment, he inar¬ 
med the daughter oi Pharaoh, king of Eg\ p!, 
and f built the walls ot }ertiialem miu h larger 
and llronger than thole which had been hi foie, 
and thcneelorth he managed public ishiurs very 
peaceably : Nor was bis youth any hindersme 
in the exercile oi juftiee, or in the cbfervaifou 
oi the laws, or in the rcrnernbcrancc of what 
charges his lather liad given him at his death ; 
hut he discharged every duty with grea 1 craccur¬ 
acy than might have been expected from l'mh 
| as are aged, and ol the grea tell prudence, lie 
j now rclolvcd to g^U) Hebron, and facrilice to 
Clod upon the h^W*i altar that was built by 
Moles. Accordingly he oliercd there burnt-oi- 
ferings, in number a theufand ; and when lie 
had dune this, he thought he had paid great 
honour to ( h.'d : lor as lie was afleep that very 
night, Cod appeared to him, and commanded 
hint to a Ik oi him iome gilts which lie was rea¬ 
dy to give him, ;o, a reward fur his pictv. So 
Solum- n ad.eg of God what was molt eScci- 
ent, and of the greateft worth in it 11 If, what 
;l Cod would bellow with the greatclf jov, and 

what 

f i > O' tl.vrc y nvuHt fj :r ’:h ’ !: ’> ^ )rn -’her Ihi- 
\ "t’, <’,i. ,i 1., f.ti.o conciiiti. lu.ftlu fil ; : y-f*. It plJni, 

v. 1 ■ 1 ' > t 1 v:il rr„\ i, hu/d tl-r.u tlr •>••••,'L nf 'ftru/n/■•/,:, they 
l" in/, u ! \ itis, ur fir.'.llicd imperfect al :h .t time, 
lh c c i go a d l 1. a? :! Sop. \ Ii. J .'Ho i Kii'g'J 15:— 
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> what it was mod profitable for man to receive ; ! 
for he did not defire to have bellowed upon 
him, either gold or filver, or any other riches, 
as a man and a youth might naturally have 
.done; for thefe are the things that generally 
' arc clleemed by moll men, as alone of the 
grelueft worth, and the bed gifts of God ; but, 
laid he, “Give me, O Lord, a found mind, 
and a good underftanding, whereby 1 may (peak 
and judge the people according to truth and 
righteoufnefs.” With thefe petitions God was 
well pleafed ; and pro mi led to give him all 
thole things that he had not mentioned in his 
option , riches, glory, viftory over his enemies; 
quid, in the lirll place, underftanding and wif- 
dom ; and this in fuch a degree, as no other 
mortal man, neither kings nor ordinary per- 
ions, ever had. He alio promifed to preferve 
the kingdom to his pollcrity for a very long 
time, if he continued righteous, and obedient 
to him, and imitated his father in thofe things 
wherein he excelled. When Solomon heard 
this from God, lie prefently leaped out of his 
bed ; and when he had worfhipped him, lie re¬ 
turned to jerufalem ; and after he had offered 
great lacriliccs before the tabernacle, he feafted 
all his own family. 

2. In thefe days an hard cafe came before 
him in judgment, which it was very difficult 
to find any end of; and I think it neceftary to 
explain the fa ft, about which the contcft was, 
that fuch as fight upon my writings may know 
what a difficult caufe Solomon was to deter¬ 
mine, and thofe that are concerned in Inch 
matters may take this fagacity of the king for 
a patt^rii, that they may the more eafily give 
fentehcc about fuch queftions. There were 
two women, who were harlots in the courle of , 
their lives, that came to him ; of whom Ihc 
that feemed to be injured began to fpeak fir ft, 
and faid, “ O king, I and this other woman 
dwell together in one room ; Now it came to 
pa ft that we both bore a fon at the fame hour of 
the fame day, and on the third day this woman j| 
overlaid her fon, and killed it, and then took || 
my fon out of my bofotn, and removed him to j 
hcrfclf; and as I was afleep, Ihe laid her dc u! 
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j fon in my arms. Now when, in the morning, 
I was delirous to give the brcail to the child, 
1 did not find my own, but faw the woman's 
dead child lying by me ; for 1 conlidercd it ex¬ 
actly, and found it fo to be. Hence it was that 
1 demanded my fon, and when I could not ob¬ 
tain him, I have reeourfe, my lord, to thy af- 
lifiance ; for lince we were alone, end there 
| was nobody there that could convict her, fhe 
j cares for nothing, but perieveres in the flout 
j denial of the (aft.” When this woman had 
! told this her {lory, the king a Iked the other 
woman, wlut Ihe had to fay in contradiftion 
to that ftory ? lint when flic denied that Ihe 
had done what was charged upon her ; and 
faid that it was her child that was living, and 
that it was her antagonift’s child that was dead ; 
and when no one could devile what judgment 
could be given, and the whole court were blind 
j in their underftanding, and could not tell how 
! to find out this riddle, the king alone invented 
the following way how to dileover it: He bad 
them bring in both the dead and the living 
child ; and lent one of his guards, and com¬ 
manded him to fitch a (word, and draw it, and 
to cut both the children into two pieces, that 
each of the women might have lulf the living 
and half the dead child. J lereupon all the peo¬ 
ple privately laughed at the king, as no more 
than a youth. Jfiit in the mean lime, (lie that 
j was the real mother of the living dnhl cried 
out, that he ihnuM not do fo, but deliver that 
child to the other woman as her own, for ihe 
would be fatisfied with the life of the child, and 
with the fight of it, although it were eftecined 
j the other’s child : but the other woman was 
ready to fee the child divided, and was defi- 
rous moreover that the firft woman lhouid be 
tormented. 'When the king underllood that 
both their words proceeded from the truth of 
their paflions, he adjudged the child to her 
that cried out to lave it, for that (he was the 
real mother of it; and he condemned the other 
j as a wicked woman, who had not only killed 
her own child, but was endeavouring to fee 
her friend's child tit. droved alfo. N , w the mul- 

o titude 
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titude 'looked on this determination as a great 
iign and dcmonllration of the king’s i'agacitv 
and wiidom; and after that day attended to 
him. as one that had a divine mind. 

3. Now the captains of Iris armies, and of¬ 
ficers appointed over the whole country, were 
thole: Over the lot of Ephraim was Ures ; 
over the toparchy of Bethlehem was Diodorus: 
Abiaadah, who married Solomon’s daughter, 
had the region of Dora, and the ka-coall un¬ 
der him.: The great plain was tinder Benaiah, 
the Ion of Achilus ; he alio governed all the 
country as far as Jordan : (Jalxuius ruled over 
Gilead, and Gaulanitis, and had under him 
tlie fixty great and fenced cities [of Op] : A- 
chinadab managed the affairs ol all Galilee, as 
far as Sidon; and had himleli alio married a 
daughter of Solomon, whole name was Bcifnnu : 
B a reunites had the lea-coali about Aree ; as had 
Shaphat mount Tabor, and Carmel, and [the 
lower J Galilee, as far as the river Jordan ; one 
man was appointed ever all this country: Shi- 
mei was intruded with the lot of Benjamin; 
and.Gaharcs had the country beyond Jordan, 
over whom there was again one governor ap¬ 
pointed. Now the people or the Hebrews, and 
particularly the tribe oi Judah, received a won¬ 
derful inercafe when tiny betook tliemlelves to 
hulbandry, and the cultivation of their grounds ; 
for as they enjoyed peace, and were not (Ul¬ 
tra ded with wars and troubles, and having bc- 
Inlsa an unbounded fruition of the mod defi- 
jablt liberty, every one was hufy in augment¬ 
ing the product of their own lam's, and mak¬ 
ing them, worth move than they had formerly 
beer., 

4. Tint king had aifo other rulers, who 
were over the laud of Syria, and of the Plulif- 

* It may not Ire nmig to compare if : d.i-ly furniture of 
ku’i; Solomon's table here fet down, a nd 1 Kings tv. 22, 
3 e with the like daily furniture of Nehett’iah tiic gover- 
iut’s. table, ah or the Jews vvnv i nine back from Babylon; 
am! to rent tuber v.-fhJ, that No lit; .11 Lib was now build- 
in ; tno v. alls of Ju ufah:ni, and manuair.Jil more than 
utuil above one bundled ami fitty cunf.detable men eseiy 
d.iy, and that, becr.no live nation was thru vciy poor,.at 
ii'M'.v.ii chairs aifo, without laying any burden upon the 
people at all ]\d'!u that tv hub vc.j prepared f.r me dully 
was one ox, a-dJi ■: eloiJhi'p : ti’fe ft iv': were preporedfor 
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tines, which rcachedfromthe river Euphrates to 
Egypt, and theie collected his tributes of the na¬ 
tions. Now thtfe contributed to the king’s ta¬ 
ble, and to his dipper every day, * thirty cori-of 
line flour, and flxty of meal; as alfo ten fat oxen, 
and twenty oxen out of the padures, and tut 
hundred fat lambs : all thefe were bcfid_s what 
were taken by hunting, harts, and buffaloes, 
and birds, and fiflies, which were brought to 
the king by foreigners day by day. Solomon 
had alfo lb great a number of chariots, that the 
flails of his horles for thole chariots were forty 
thoufand; and beiidcs thefe be bad twelve 
thouland horfemen, the one half of which wait¬ 
ed upon the king in jerufalcm, and the red 
were difperfed abroad, and dwelt in the royal 
villages: But the fame officer who provided for 
the king his expcnces, fupplied alfo the fodder 
for the horles, and dill carried it to the place 
where the king abode at that time. 

v Now thcfagacity and wiidom which God 
had bedowed on Solomon was fo great, that he 
exceeded the ancients ; infotnuch, that he was 
no way inferior to the Egyptians, who are find 
to have been beyond all men in underdanding ; 
nay indeed, it is evident, that their iagacity 
was very much inferior to that of the king. Re 
alfo excelled and dillinguifhed himfelf in wii¬ 
dom above thole who -were mod eminent among 
the Hebrew’s at that time for flirewdnels ; thole 
1 mean were Ethan, and Reman, and Chaleo!, 
and Darda, the Tons of Mahol. He alfo corn- 
poled books of odes, and fongs a thouland ami 
live, of parables and fimilitudes three thoufand ; 
ibr he lpake a parable upon every fort of tree, 
from the hyflop to the cedar ; and in like man¬ 
ner alfo about beads, .about all forts of Irving 

crca- 

tne tr:d or, e m fen days Jlcrc of nil forts of wine ; and \rtf'r 
nil this l required not the bread of the governor, beeaufe the 
bondage was heavy upon lids people, Nch. v. 1 8. See the 
ulnae context, ver. 14,— h). Nor did the governor V 
ufuvd allowance of forty llickcls of fiver a day, ver. 1.7. 
amount to 5/. a day, nor to 1,800/. a year. Nor dm a 
it indeed appear, that under the.Judge:,, or under Sam¬ 
uel tlie prophet, thne was any fueh public: allowance* to 
thole governors at alt : The.ft*great charges upon the pub¬ 
lic for maintaining courts came in with kings, as Cni_ 
. foretold they would, 1 Sam. vai. 11, — 18.. 
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creatures, whether upon the earth, or in the 
feas, or in the air; for he was not unacquaint¬ 
ed with any of their natures, nor omitted en¬ 
quiries about them, but deferibed them all like 
a philofopher, and demonftrated his exquiiite 
knowledge of their fevcral properties. God 
alto"enabled him to learn that (kill which*ex¬ 
pels demons, which is a fciencc uieful and fa- 
native to men. He compofed fuch incanta¬ 
tions alfo, by wTiich diftempers arc alleviated. 
And he left behind him the manner of tiling 
exon, "dins, by which they drive away demons, 
fo that they never return ; and this method 
oi cur: 1; of great force unto this day; fori 
have i’cen a certain man of my own country, 
whole name was Elturzar, releaimg people that 
were demoniacal in the prefence of Vefpalian, 
and his Ions, and his captains, and the whole 
multitude of his loldiers. The manner of the 
cure was this : lie put a ring that had a root ! 
of one of thole iorts mentioned by Solomon 
to the nollriis of the demoniac, after which he 
drew out the demon through his noftrils ; and 
when the man fell down immediately, he ad¬ 
jured him to return into him no more, making 
{fill mention of Solomon, and reciting the in- ' 
cantations which he competed. And when 
Elea/.ar would perfuade and dcinonftrate to the 
fpectalors that he had Inch a power, he fet a 
little wav off, a cup or baton lull of water, and 
commanded the demon, as he went out of the 
man, to overturn it, and thereby to let the 
lpcCtator*. know that he had left the man . 
and when this was done, the fkill and wh¬ 
ilom of Solomon was ihevvti very manned!)' ; 
for which reafon it is that all men may know 
thd'vauneis of Solomon’s abilities, and how he 
was beloved of God, and that the extraordina¬ 
ry virtues of every kind with which this king 

Some pretended fragments of thefe books of conpa- 
ation of Solomon are llill extant in Fabncius’s Col. 
Pfeudcpigr. Vet. Tdt. p. 105.], though I entirely iliilhr 
from jofcplius in this his fuppoLl, tli.tl fuch hooks and 
arts of Solomon vveic parts of that ni'fasm which v, as im¬ 
parted to him by (Put in Iiis younger day's ; they mail 
rather have belonged to fuch profane, but niriuhs mis, as 
vt^find mentioned Alls .\ix. 13,—20. and had been de¬ 
rived from the idolatiy r.nd luperdition of his heathen 
wives and concubines in his eld age, v hen he had for- 
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was endowed may not he unknown to any 
people under the lun ; for this reafon, I fay, 
it is that we have proceeded to fpeak fo largely 
of thelc matters. 

6. Moreover, Hiram, king of Tyre, when 
he had heard that Solomon fucceeded to his fa¬ 
ther’s kingdom, was very glad of it, for lie was 
a f riend of David. So he lent ambafladors to 
him, and lalutcd him, and congratulated him 
on the prclent happy Hate of his affairs. . Up¬ 
on which Solomon lent him an epillle, the con¬ 
tents of which here f ollow : 

SOLOMON to King HIRAM. 

“ 'j Know thou that my father would have 
built a temple to God, hut was hindered by 
wars, and continual expeditions, for he did not 
leave off to overthrow his enemies till he made 
them all fubjedl to tribute: But I give thanks 
to God for the peace i at prclent enjoy, and on 
that account I am at leiiure, and defign to 
build an houle to God, for God foretold to my 
father that luch an houle ihould he built bv me : 

J * 

wherefore I defire thee to lend fome of thy lub- 
jcdls with mine to mount Lebanon to cut down 
timber, for the Sidonians arc more lkilful than 
our people in cutting of wood. As for wages 
to the hewer, of wood, I will pay whatfoever 
price thou limit determine.’ 

7. V/ur.N Hiram had read this epifllc, he 
was pieafed with it ; and wrote back this an- 
fwer to Solomon : 

HIRAM to King SOLOMON. 

“ It is lit to bids God, that lie hath commit¬ 
ted thy father’s government to thee, who art a 
wife man, and endowed with all virtues. As 
for myfclf, I rejoice at the condition thou ait 

m 

fuhen God, and God hid forf.ik.cn him, and g : vcn bin 
up to demoniacal dclulama. Nor doss Jolt onus's f; r mg- 
account of the root Haara, (Of tii: \\ .11, iV. \ ill. ch, \i 
V 3.) feem to he other than lint of it., magic.:! etc d 
luch conjuiations. As lor the following hiflory, it r<„v 
firms wlut Chrift fays, Matt. »ii. 27. fj l by Ee .A , r; 
guI demons, by tvbosn d'j \our /’••« iW (bent out f 

■j- Thefe epillkt. of holonmn and Iliratn an: thou; ir. 

1 Kings v. 3,—y. and, as enlarged, in 2 Citron, u. 3.— 
16. but here gheti us by jklVplmi in i.lc own v. ords. 
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in, and will be fubfervient to thee in all that ]| from fpeaking truth, which is the proper cotn- 


thou fendeil to me about; for when by my 
fubjc£ts I have cut down many and large trees 
of cedar, and cyprefs wood, I will fend them 
to fea, and will order my fubje£ts to make 
flotes of them, and to fail to what place foever I 
of thy country thou fhalt defire, and leave them j 
there, after which thy fubjedls may carry them 1 
to Jerufalem : But do thou take care to procure 
its corn for this timber, which we ftand in need 
of, becaufe we inhabit * in an Illand.” 

8 . The copies of thefc epiftles remain at 
this day, and are preferved not only in our 
books, but among the Tyrians alfo, infomuch 
that if any one would know the certainty a- 
bout them, he may delire of the keepers of | 
the public records of Tyre to fhew him them, 
and lie will find wliat is there fet down to a- 
grcc with what we have fiid. I have faid fo 
much out of a delire that my readers may 
know that we fpcak nothing hut the truth, and 
do not compole an hiftory out of lome plau- 
iible relations, which deceive men and plcaie 
them at the fame time, nor attempt to avoid 
examination, nor delire men to believe us im¬ 
mediately ; nor are we at liberty to depart 

* What Jofephus here puts into his copy of Hiram’s 
•■niille to Solomon, and repeats afterwards, chap. v. 3. 
tO.it Tyre was notv an ’jt-md, is not in any of the three 
oth.‘ copies, -jin. tint of the Kings, Chronicles, or Ku- 
febius ; nor is it any > flier, i fuppufc, than his own con¬ 
jectural par lphiale : f i wr.cn I many ye :rs ago enquired 
into this matter, i found the date of this famous city, and 
of the illand urn. import it flood, to have been very differ¬ 
ent at different tirm s. The r< lull of my enquiries in this 
ir.atHr, with the addition of feme late r impiovements, 
f'anris thus: That the bed reditu.<nics hereto relating 
imply, tli.it Palretcrus, or oldcft Tyre, was no other than 
ttiat mo A ancit nt Imali r fort or city Tyre, tituated on tie 
continent, and mentioned in Jofh. xix. 29* out of which 
the Camanitf 01 Phcr.e i:tn inhabitants were driven into 
a large illand, thrt lay not far oft in the fen, by Jnihuu : 
'That this illand was. then joined to the continent at the 
’■rtfr *,t u mains < f i'a.hi r.erusby a neck of find over againtt 
IpeonOR - i C'itleuif., Pill to culled; and the city’s frvlli 
wifer prof jbIy v as. t oiied along iti pipes by that neck of 
land, and that this i'l.i- d was tin refure in Ariftnefs no 
otlu t t : an a ptntnln'.), having vULgu hi its finds, Kzelt. 
nvi. 6. and a -icv / about it, h.io. i. 10. and the city 
v. is not of fo gri it r nutation as Sidon for foine ages; 
Teal it v,-v, at: id el hmh by fea and land by Nalmanafiar, 

: J' f-phes inf. 1 >'*is us, A: tiq. if. IX- chap. xiv. $ 2. and 


mendation of an hiftorian, and yet be blame- 
lefs: But we infill upon no admiflion of what 
we fay, unlefs we be able to manifeft its truth 
by detnonftration, and the ftrongeft vouchers. 

9. Now king Solomon, as foon as this 
epitUc of the king of Tyre was brought him, 
commended the readinels and good-will he 
declared therein, and repayed him in what he 
defired, and lent him yearly twenty thoufand 
cori of wheat, and as many baths of oil : Now 
i the bath is able to contain feventy-two fextar- 
ieo. He alio lent him the fame mealure of 
wine. So the friend fit ip between Hiram and 
Solomon hereby cnereafed more and more ; 
and they fwore to continue it for ever. And 
the king appointed a tribute to he laid on all 
the people, of thirty thouland labourers, whole 
work he rendered eafy to them by prudently 
dividing it among them ; for he made ten 
thoufand cut timber in Lebanon for one month, 
and then to come home, and roll two months, 
until the time when the other 20 thouland had 
linifhed their talk at the appointed time ; and 
lo afterward it came to pals, that the frit ten 

thoufand 

afterwards came to be the metropolis of Phoenicia and 
was afterwards taken and ddtrnyed by Nebuchadnezzar, 
according to the numerous feripture prophecies thereto 
j relating, If. xxiii. Jer. sxv. 22. xxvii. 3. xlvii. 4 lizek, 
xxvi, xxvii, xxviii. That feventy years after that tie ft ruc¬ 
tion by Nebuchadnezzar this city was in fome meafurc 
revived and rebuilt, It. xxiii. 17, 18. but that, as the pro - 
phet Ezekiel had foretold, xxvi. 3, 4, 7,-14. xxvii. 34. the. 
lea atofe higher than before, till at tall it overflowed, not 
; only the neck of land, but the main illand or peninfulu 
; itfelf, and dtflroycd that old and famous city for ever: 

1 that however there ft ill remained an adjoining; ^nailer 
illand, once eonneefted to old Tyre - itfeff by Hiram, which 
, 1 was afterward inhabited; to which Alexander the Croat, 

. ■with incredible pains, railed a new bank or caufcway : 

; And that it plainly appears from Maundrcll, a molt an- 
• thentic eye-witnefs, that the old, large, and famous city, 

| on the- original large illand, is now laid fo generally under 
watel, that fcarce more than lorty acres of it, or rathe 1 rl 
1 thaf adjoining finall illand, remain at this day; fo that 
perhaps not above an hundredth part of the ftrit ill \nd and 
1 city is now above water. This was foretold in the fame 
prophecies of Ezekiel 5 and according to them, as Mr 
Maundrcll diltinbtly obferves, thefc poor rtmains of old 
Tyie are now hecome like the top of a rocky a place fertile 
fpreading of 'ids ,n the midjl oj lieJla. 
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thoufand returned to their work every fourth 
month : and it was Adoram who was over 
this tribute. There were alfo of the ftrangers 
who were left by David, who were to carry 
the ftones, and other materials, feventy thou¬ 
fand ; and of thofe that cut the ftones, eighty 
thoufand. Of thefe, three thoufand and three 
hundred were rulers over the reft. He alfo 
enjoined them to cut out large ftones for the 
foundations of the temple, and that they Should 
fit them and unite them together in the 
mountain, and fo bring them to the city. 
This was done not only by our own country 
workmen, but by thofe workmen whom Hi¬ 
ram fent alfo. 

CHAT. III. 

Of the Building of the 'Temple. 

§ i. COLOMON began to build the temple 
in the fourth year of his reign, on 
the fecond month, which the Macedonians call 
yirtemfius , and the Hebrews fur, five hun¬ 
dred and ninety-two years after the exodus 
out of Egypt, hut after one thoufand and 
twenty years from Abraham’s coming out of 
Melopotamia into Canaan, and after the deluge 
one thoufand four hundred and forty years ; 
and from Adam, the firft man who was created, 
until Solomon built the temple, there had paf- 
fed in all three thoufand one hundred and two 
years. Now that year on which the temple 
began to he built, was already the eleventh 
year of the reign of Hiram ; but from the 
building, of Tyre, to the building of the 
temple, there had pafied two hundred and 
forty years. 

2. Now therefore the king laid the founda¬ 
tions of the * temple very deep in the ground, 
and the materials were ftrong ftones, and fuch 
as would refill the force of time : thefe were to 
unite thcmfelves with the earth, and become a 

* Of the temple of Solomon, here deferibed by Jofe- 
phuR, in this ;md the following; fe£tions of this chapter, 
my defeription of the temples belonging to this work, 
chap, xiii. 

f Thefe fatal! rooms, or fide-chambcrs, feem to have 
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bafis and a fure foundation for that fuperftruc- 
turc which was to be erected over it : they 
were to be fo ftrong, in order to fuftain with 
calc thofe vaft fuperflruclures, and precious 
ornaments, whole own weight was to be not 
Id's than the weight of thofe other high and 
heavy buildings which the king defigned to he 
very ornamental and magnificent: they credited 
its entire body quite up to the roof, of white 
ftonc : its height was fixty cubits, and its 
length was the fame, and its breadth twenty. 
There was another building eroded over it, 
equal to it in its meafurcs; fo that the entire 
altitude of the temple was an hundred and 
twenty cubits. Its front was to the call. As 
to the porch, they built it before the temple: 
its length was twenty cubits, and it was fo 
ordered that it might agree with the breadth of 
the houfe ; and it had twelve cubits in latitude, 
and its height was railed as high as an hundred 
and twenty cifbits. He alfo built round about 
the temple thirty fmall rooms, which might 
include the whole temple, by their doienefs 
one to another, and by their number, and out¬ 
ward pofition round it. lie alio made paf- 
fages through them, that they might be come 
into one through another. Every one of thefe 
j~ rooms had live cubits in breadth., and the 
fame in length, but in height twenty. Abore 
thefe there were other rooms, and others v- 
bove them, equal both in their mcafures, and 
number, fo that tilde reached to an height 
equal to the lower part of the houfe, for the 
upper part had no buildings about it. The 
roof that was over the houfe was of cedar; 
and truly every one of thefe rooms had a roof 
of their own, that was not connedcd with the 
; other rooms; but for the other parts, there 
was a covered roof common to them all, and 
i built with very long beams that palled through 
the reft, and through the whole building, that 
j fo the middle walls being ftrengthened by the 

fame' 

been, by Jofepbus’s defeription, no lefs than 20 cubiK 
High apiece, otherwi’:-.there muft have been a large in¬ 
terval between one and the other that was over it, and 
this with double floors, the one of fix cubits diilancc 
from the floor beneath it, as ! Kings vi. 5. 
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fame beams of timber might be thereby made 
firmer: but as for that part of the roof that 
avas under the beams, it was made of the fame 
materials, and was all made fmooth, and had 
ornaments proper for roofs, and plates of gold 
nailed upon them : And as he inclofed the 
waifs with boards of cedar, fo he fixed on 
them plates of gold, which had fculptures upon 
them, fo that the whole temple ihined, and 
dazzled the eyes of l'uch as entered, by tire 
fplcndor of the gold that was on every fide of 
them. Now the whole ftruefure of the tem¬ 
ple was made with great fkiil, of polifhed 
Hones, and thole laid together fo very harmoni¬ 
cally-and fmoothly, that there appeared to the 
fpedbators no fign of any hammer, or other in- 
flrument of architecture, but as if, without any 
ufe of them, the entire materials had naturally 
united theml’elves together, that the agreement 
of one part with another feemed rather to have 
been natural, them to have afifen from the 
force ol tools upon them. The king alio had 
a fine contrivance for an a front to the upper 
room over the temple, and that vans by heps 
in the thicknefs of it;-: wall; for it had no large 
door on the call end, as the lower hotil'e had, 
but the entrances were by the fidcs, through 
veryfmall doors. Tie alio overlaid the temple 
both within and without with hoards of cedar, 
that were kept dole together by thick chains ; 
fo that this contrivance was in the nature of a 
fupport, and a flrength to the building. 

3, Now when the king had divided the term- 
pie into two parts, he made the inner houfe of 
twenty cubits [every way] to be the mod. fecret 
chamber, but he appointed that of forty cubits 
to be the fandluary : and when he bad cut a 
door-place out of the wall, he put therein doors 
of cedar, and overlaid them with a great deal 
of gold, that had fculptures upon it. Fie alfo 
had veils of blue, and purple, and leaflet, and 
the brigliteft and foftefi linen, with the moll 

* Jofephus f-iys here that the cherubim? were of fAid 
v.ihi, and only five eubi's high, while our Hebn w copies, 
5 Kings vi. 23,—2S. t,)y they weie of the olive tree, and 
the hXXIf. of (he cyprcls tree, and only oiuriaul with 
'fpld ; and both agree they were 10 cubits high. I fup- 
pofe the number is here fafijy tvaukribed, and that Jofc- 
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curious ’ flowers wrought upon them, which 
were to he drawn before thole doors. lie alfo 
dedicated for the moil fecret place, whole 
breadth was twenty cubits, and length the fame, 
two chembims of * folid gold ; the height of 
each of them was five cubits : they had each of 
them two wings flretched out as far as’five cu¬ 
bits ; wherefore Solomon fet them up not far 
from each other, that with one wing they might 
touch the fouthern wall of the fecret place, and 
with another the northern : their other wings, 
which joined to each other, were a covering to 
the ark, which was fet between them : But no¬ 
body can tell, or even conjecture, what was 
the fhapeof thefe cherubims. He alfo laid the 
floor of the temple with plates of gold : And he 
added doors to the gate of the temple agreeable 
to the meafure of the height of the wall, but in 
breadth twenty cubits, and on them he glewcd 
gold plates. And, to fay all in one word, he 
left no part of the temple, neither internal nor 
external, but what was covered with gold. Fie 
alfo had curtains drawn over thefe doors, in 
like manner as they were drawn over the inner 
doors of the moil holy place : hut the porch of 
the temple had nothing of that fort. 

4. Now Solomon fent for an artificer out of 
Tyre, whole name was Hiram : He was by 
birth of the tribe of Naphtali, on the mother’s 
fide (for fh e was of that tribe) hut his father 
was Ur, of the flock of the lfraelitcs. This 
man was fkiiful in all forts of work,; hut his 
chief {kill lay in working in gold, and filver, 
and brafs, by whom were made all the mechan¬ 
ical works about the temple, according to the 
will of Solomon. Moreover, this Ilirapi.madc 
j' two [hollow] pillars, whole outfides were of 
brafs, and the thicknefs of the brafs was four 
fingers breadth, and the height of the pillars 
was eighteen cubits, and their circumference 
twelve cubits ; hut there was call with each of 

their 

plies wrote 10 cubits alfo. 

t As fur thefe two famous pillars, Jach'm and Boot., 
their height could be no more than 18 cubits, as here, a ini 
I Kings vii. 15. 2 Kings xxv. 17. Jci. Jii. 21. tliofc 
35 cubits in 2 Clir. iii. 15. being contrary to all the rules 
of architecture in the world. 
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their chapiters lily work that flood upon the 
pillar, and it was elevated five cubits, round 
about which there was net-work interwoven 
with (mall palms, made of brafs, and covered 
the lily work. To this alfo were hung two 
hundred pomegranates, in two rows: the one 
of thefe pillars he fet at the entrance of the 
porch on the right hand, and called it Jachln , 
and the other at the left hand, and called it 
Booz. 

5. Solomon alfo caff a brazen fea, whofe 
figure was that of an hemifpherc : this brazen 
vert'd was called a fca for its largcncfs ; for the 
laver was ten feet in diameter, and call of the 
thicknefs of a palm : Its middle part refted on a 
{hurt pillar, that had ten Ipirals round it ; and 
that pillar was ten cubits in diameter. There 
flood round about it twelve oxen, that looked 
to the four winds of heaven, three to each 
wind, having their hinder parts depreffed, that 
io the hemifphcrieal vellel might red upon them, 
which itielf was aho deprerted round about in¬ 
wardly. Now this fea contained three thou- 
fund baths. 

6. Hi: alfo made ten brazen bafes for fo 
many quadrangular lavers ; the length of every 
one of thefe bafes was live cubits, and the 
breadth lour cubits, and the height fix cubits. 
This veil'd was partly turned, and was thus 
contrived : There were four fmall quadrangu¬ 
lar pillars that flood one at each cornet'; thefe 
had the fides of the bale fitted to them on each 
quarter; they were parted into three parts: 
every interval had a border fitted to lupport the 
[laver] upon which was engraven, in one place 
a [ion, and in another place a hull, and an eagle. 
The fmall pillars had the lame animals engra¬ 
ven that were engraven on the fides, The 

* The round or cylindrical Livers of four cubits in dia¬ 
meter, and four in height, both in our copies, i Kings vii. 
38, 39- and here in Jofephus, mult have contained a great 
deal more than the forty baths, which are always alhgned 
them. Where the error lies is hard to fay : Perhaps Jo- 
feplius honeltly followed his copies here, though they had 
been corrupted, and -he was not able to reftore the true 
reading. In the mean time, thefe forty baths are proba- 
Jjl/ the true quantity contained in each laver, fmee they 
went upon wheels, and were to be drawn by the Leviies 
about the courts of the priells, for the walhings they weie 
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whole work was elevated, and flood upon four 
wheels, which were alfo cart, which had alfo 
naves and felloes, and were a foot and an half 
in diameter. Any one who faw the fpekes of 
the wheels, how exactly they were turned, and 
united to the fides of the bales, and with what 
harmony they agreed to the felloes, would won¬ 
der at them.- However, their flrudhire was this: 
Certain fhouldcrs of hands flretched out held 
the corners above, upon which refted a rtiorf 
fpiral pillar that lay under the hollow part of 
the laver, refling upon the forefeet of the eagle 
and the lion, which were adapted to them, in- 
fomuch, that thofe who viewed them would 
think they were of one piece : between thefe 
were engravings of palm-trees. This was the 
conilrudlion of the ten bales. He alfo made 
ten large round brafs voile Is, which were the la¬ 
vers themlelves, each of which contained * forty 
baths ; for it had its height four cubits, and its 
edges were as much dillant from each other, 
lie alfo placed thde lavers upon the ten bafes 
that were called Mcchonoth ; and he fet five of 
the lavers on the '} left fide of the temple, which 
was that fide towards the north wind, and as 
many on the right fide, towards the fouth, but 
looking towards the eaft: The fame [eyilern] 
way lie alfo fet the fea. Now he appointed 
the lea to he for waffling the hands and the 
feet of the prierts, when they entered into the 
temple, and were to afeend the altar, hut the 
lavers to clcanfe the entrails of tire bcafls that 
were to he burnt-offerings, with their feet alii). 

7. Hi; alfo made a brazen altar, whofe length 
was twenty cubits, and its breadth the fame, 
and its height ten, for the burnt-offerings. He 
alfo made all its vcffcls of brafs; the pot,-., and 

the 

defigned for; and hid they held much more, tin y would 
have been too heavy to have been fo drawn. 

f Here Jofeph.us gives us a Ley to hr, ov. o lr.11 ni W?, of 
right and Lft hand in the. tabernacle ami tee, pie; that h\ 
the right ham! he, means what is ac nidi our hi: , u H n v,. 
fuppofo ourfelves going up from th- call g:«,of t,,»■ 
courts towards the tabernacle or temple ilien.f I.- q ,mc! 
fo vice verfu whence it follows, that the pill -r J.\ A-m, or 
the right hand of the temple, was on the fourty aeiinff 
our left hand, and Jj-oz on tlie v.onh. ae.iinil . ur neh: 
hand. 



20 2 


Book VIII. 


ANTI QJJ I T I E S 

the fhovels, and the bafons ; and befides thefe, 
the fnuffers, and the tongs, and all its other 
veffels, he made of brafs, and fuch brafs as 
was in fpkndor and beauty like gold. The 
king alfo dedicated a great number of tables, 
hut one that was large and made of gold, upon 
which they fet the loaves of God ; and he made 
ten thoufand more that refembled them, but 
were done after another manner, upon which 
lay the vials, and the cups : thofe of gold were 
twenty thoufand ; thofe of filver were forty 
thoufand. He alfo made ten thoufand candle- 
flicks, according to the command of Moles, 
one of which he dedicated for the temple, that 
it might burn in the day-time, according to the 
law ; and one table with loaves upon it, on the 
north fulc of the temple, over againft the can- 
dleftiek; for this he fet on the fouth fide, but 
the golden altar (food between them. All thefe 
veffels were contained in that part of the holy 
houfe, which was forty cubits long, and were 
before the vail of that rnoft fecret place wherein 
the ark was to be let. 

8 . The king alfo made pouring veffels, in 
number eighty thoufand, and an hundred thou- 
iand golden vials, and twice as many filver vi¬ 
als : Of golden diflies, in order therein to of¬ 
fer kneaded fine flour at the altar, there 'were 
eighty thoufand, and twice as many of filver. 
Of large bafons alfo, wherein they mixed fine 
flour with oil, fixty thoufand ot gold, and 
twice as many of filver. Ot the meafures like 
thofe which Moles called the Hm, and the slf- 
furon [a tenth deal] there were twenty thou- 
fanti of gold, and twice as many of filver. 
The golden confers, in which they carried the 
inccnfe to the altar, were twenty thoufand: 
The other ccnlers, in which they carried fire 
from the great altar to tiie little altar, within the 
temple, were fifty thoufand. The lacerdotal 
garments, which belonged to 'the*high prieft, 
with the long robes, and the oracle, and the 
pircibus flones, were a thoufand. But the 
* crown, upon which Mofes wrote [the name 
of] Gor>, was only one, and hath remained 

’ Of t V r.i/i/ p'ate on the high prick’s forehead, that 
w.hoto m ihc i’uv . of Jufcphus, and a century or two 
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to'this very day. He alfo made ten thoufand 
facerdotal garments of fine linen, -with purple 
girdles, for every prieft ; and two hundred thou¬ 
fand trumpets, according to the command of 
Moles : Aifo two hundred thoufand garments 
of line linen for the fingers, that were Lcvitcs. 
And he made mufleal inftruments, and fuch as 
were invented for finging of hymns, called 
N ablet and Cinyrce [pfalteries and harps] which 
were made of eledtrum [the fineft brals] forty 
thoufand. 

9. Solomon made all thefe things for the 
honour of God, with great variety and magni¬ 
ficence, fparing no coft, but ufing all poffible 
liberality in adorning the temple ; and thefe 
things lie dedicated to the treafures of God. 
He alfo placed a partition round about the tem¬ 
ple, which in our tongue we call Gjbn, but it 
I is called Tbrigcos by the Greeks, and he raifed 
it up to the height of three cubits; and it was 
for the exclufion of the multitude from coming 
into the temple, arid fliewing that it was a place 
that was free and open only for the priefts. 
He alfo built beyond this court a temple, whole 
figure was that of a quadrangle, and credlcd 
for it great and broad cloifters: this was enter¬ 
ed into by very high gates, each of which had 
its front expofed to one of the [four] winds, 
and were fliut by golden doors. Into this tem¬ 
ple all the people entered that were diftinguilh- 
ed from the reft by being pure, and obfervant 
of the laws. But he made that temple which 
was beyond this a wonderful one indeed, and 
fuch as exceeds all defeription in words ; nay, 
if I may fo lay, is hardly believed upon fight: 
for when he had filled up great vallies with 
earth, which, on account of their immenib 
depth could not be looked on, when you bend¬ 
ed down to fee them, without pain, and had 
elevated the ground four hundred cubits, he 
made it to he on a level with the top of the 
mountain,on which the temple was built; and 
by this means tiie outmoft temple, which was 
expefed to the air, was ]' even with the temple 

.itfelfi 

.at leaf! later, fee the note on Antiq. B. 1 II. chap. vii. 

f Whan Jofcphus here fays, that the floor of the outmoft 

temple 
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itfelf. He encompaffed this alfo with a building 
of a double row of cloiftcrs, which flood on 
high upon pillars of native Hone, while the 
rogfs were of cedar, and were polifhed in a 
manner proper for fuch high roofs, but he 
made all the doors of this temple of lilver. 
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lb,iv Solomon removed the y.Irk into the Temple ; 
how he made Supplication to God , and (fficr- 
cd public Sacrifices to him. 

f i. TT THEN king Solomon had finifhed 
V V thefe works, thefe large and beau¬ 
tiful buildings, and had laid up his donations 
in the temple, and all this in the interval of 
feven years, and had given a demonftration | 
of his riches and alacrity therein, inibmueh, ' 
that any one who faw it would have thought ’ 
it mull have been an immenfe time ere it could 
liavc been finifhed, and [would be furpriled] 
that lb much Ihould be finilhed in fo lhort a 
time ; lhort, I mean, if compared with the 
greatnefs of the work: he alto wrote to the 
rulers and elders of the Hebrews, and ordered 
all the people to gather themfelves together to 
ferula!cm, both to fee the temple which he had 
built, and to remove the ark of God into it: 
And when this invitation of the whole body 
of the people to come to Jerufalem was every 
where carried abroad, it was the feventh month 
before they came together ; which month is by 
our countrymen called Tbifri , but by the Ma¬ 
cedonians Hyper beret ecus. The featl of taber¬ 
nacles happened to fall at the fame time, which 


rumple or court of die Gentiles, was with v.tft labour rai¬ 
led to be even y or ot eauil hc.ip t, with tlic floor of the in¬ 
ner, or court of the priclls, be mult mean this in a grot; 
eftnmation only ; for he and all others agree, that the inner 
temple, or court of the prielts, was a lew cubits more ele¬ 
vated than the middle court, the court of liraol, and that 
much more was the court of the prkfls elevated fcveral 
cubits shove that outmolt court, fince the court of ll'rsel 
was lower than the one, and higher than the other. 

* The Septmgint fay, that they fnfnred Uniter and jtu.cx 
f. build the 1 1 ni[de fir three years, I Kings v. 18.. and al¬ 
though neither our prefent Hebrew copy, nor Jofeplius, 
thh eftly mm< that number of years, yet do they both lay 


was celebrated by the Ilebiews as a mo‘l holy 
and moil eminent feaft. Mo they carried the 
ark, and the tabernacle which Moles had [.itch¬ 
ed, and all the veffels that were for minillration, 
to the lacrifices of God, and f removed them 
to the temple. The king himfelf, and all the 
people, and the Levi ter., went before, render¬ 
ing the ground moiil with lacrifices, and drink- 
offerings, and the blood of a gweat number cf 
oblations, and burning an immenfe quantity 
of incenfe ; and this, till the very air itfelf every 
where round about was fo full of Ancle odour'-, 
that it met, in a mod agreeable manner, per- 
fons at a great dillancc, and was an indication 
of God’s prelence, and, as mens opinions was, 
of his habitation with them in this newly huiir 
and confecrated place; for they did not grow 
weary either of finging hvmns, or of dancing, 
until they came to the temple: And in tin:, 
manner did they cany the ark. Put when they 
fhould transfer ii into the mefi llovt pi ice, tin; 
reft of the multitude went away, anJ only th-.fo 
prieffs that carried it let ir between the two 
cherubims, which embracing it with their wing::, 
for fo were they framed by Te artificer, fin y 
covered if as under a tent or a cupola. New the 
ark contained nothing clfc but thole two tables 
of done that preferved the ten commandment s, 
which God fpake to Mofesin mount Pinal, and 
which were engraved upon them : but thev let 
the candieiikk, and the table, and the golden 
altar, in the tern j vie, before the mo ft iecret 
place, in the very fame places wherein they 
flood till that time in the tabernacle. So they 
offered up the daily facrilieet.: lint for the bra¬ 
zen 

tl.f building itfelf did not begin nil .Sotcnnnt.b / • nrir y* u ■, 
and both lpeak of the prep.ir.ilion oi nia«eii.i!,. before 
hand, i King’s v. 18. Antiq. 11 . VIII. eli in. v. (■ t. 'there 
is no reaion therefore to alter the Sq-.tu igint’s number, 
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zea altar,. Solomon let it before the temple, 
over again!!' the door, that when the door was 
opened, it might be expoled to light, and the 
lacred lolemnities, and the richnei's of the la- 
crilices, might be thence feen : and all the reft 
of the vc He Is they gathered together, and put 
them within the temple. 

2. Now as foots as the priclhi had put all 
things in order about the ark, and were gone 
out, there came down a thick cloud and flood 
there, and fpread itfelf, after a gentle manner, 
into the temple ; Inch a cloud it was as was dif- 
fufed, and temperate, not luch a rough one as 
we fee full of rain in the winter feafon. This 
cloud lb darkened the place, tliat one prieft could 
not difeern another; but afforded to the minds 
of all a vifiblc image, and glorious appearance 
of God’s having defeended into this temple, and 
of his having gladly pitched bis tabernacle 
therein. So thefe men were intent upon this 
thought. But Solomon role up (for he was 
fitting before) and tiled fuch words to God as 
he thought agreeable to the divine nature to re¬ 
ceive, and fit for him to give : For he laid, 
“ Thou haft an eternal houfe, O Lord, and 
fuch an one as thou haft created for thyfell'out 
of thine own works ; we know it to be the 
heaven, and the air, and the earth, and the lea, 
which thou pervaded; nor art thou contained 
within fheir limits. I have indeed built this 
temple to thee and thy name, that from thence, 
when we facrilicc, and perform facred oper¬ 
ations, we may fend our prayers up into the 
air, and may conftantly believe that thou art 
prefect, and art not remote from what is thine 
9\vp ; for neither, when thou lecft all things, 
atlt! beared all things, nor now, when it plca- 
fe* thee to dwell here, doft th.ou leave oil' the 
care of all men, but rather thou art very near j 
to them all, but efpeoially thou art prefent to j 
thole t}\at addrek tlicmlelvcs to thee, whether j 
by night or by day.” When he had thus fo- 
lemnly add re lied himfelf to God, he converted 
his diieourie to the multitude, and ftrougly re- 
prel'ented the power and providence of God to 
them ; how he had fticwn all things that were 
to come to pad's to David hi- father, as many 
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of thofe things had already come to pafs, and 
the reft would,certainly come to pafs hereafter ; 
and how lie had given him his name, and told 
to David what lie ftioukl be called before he 
was born; and foretold, that when he fliould 
be king, after his father’s death, he lhould 
build him a temple, which fince they Jaw 
accomplilhed according to his prediction, he 
required them to blefs God, and by believing 
him, from the light of what they had feen ac¬ 
complilhed, never to dcfpair of any thing that 
he had promil'ed for the future, in order to 
their happinefs, or i'uipect that it would not 
come to pafs. 

3. When the king had thus difeourfed to 
the multitude, he looked again towards the 
temple, and lifting up his right hand to the 
multitude, he laid, “ It is not polfible, by what 
men can do, to return fufficient thanks to God 
for his benefits bellowed upon them ; for the 
Deity Hands in need of nothing, and is above 
any l’ueh requital : but fo far as we have been 
made 1'uperior, O Lord, to other animals by 
thee, it becomes us to blefs thy mnjefty, and it 
is neccflary for us to return thee thanks for 
what thou haft bellowed upon our houfe, and 
on the Hebrew people ; for with what other 
inftrument can we better appeafe thee, when 
thou art angry at us, or more properly pre- 
1 'ervc thy favour, than with our voice ? which 
as we have it from the air, fo do we know 
that by that air it afeends upwards [towards 
thee]. I therefore ought myfelf to return thee 
thanks thereby, in the firlt place, concerning 
my father, whom thou haft railed from obfeu- 
rity unto fo great joy ; and in the next place, 
concerning myfelf, lince thou haft performed 
all that thou haft promil'ed unto this very 
day. And I bcfeech thee, for the time to come, 
to afford us whatfoever thou, O God, haft 
power to bellow on fuch as thou doft efteem ; 
and to augment our houfe for aft ages, as thou 
halt promil'ed to David,my father to, do, both 
in his life-time, and at his death, that our king¬ 
dom lhall continue, and that his pofterity 
lhould iuceeftivciy receive it to ten thoufairtL 

gene- 
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generations. Do not thou therefore fail to 
give us thefe bleffings, and to bellow on my 
children that virtue in which thou delightcft. 
And beiides all this, I humbly befeech thee 
that thou wilt let fome portion of thy fpirit 
come down and inhabit in this temple, that 
thou may eft appear to be with us ou earth. 
As to thylelf, the entire heavens, and the im~ 
menftty of the things that are therein, are but 
a Email habitation for thee, much more is this 
poor temple fo ; but I intreat thee to keep it 
as thine own houf'e, from being deftroyed by 
our enemies for ever, and to take care of it as 
thine own pofieflion • But if this people be 
found to have finned, and he thereupon afflid- 
cd by thee with any plague, becauie of their 
iin, as with dearth, or pellilence, or any other 
affliction which thou ufcli to in (lift, on thole 
that tranlgvefs any of thy holy laws ; and if 
they fly all of them to this temple, bdecching 
thee, and begging of thee to deliver them, 
then do thou hear their prayers, as being with¬ 
in thine houfe, and have mercy upon them, 
and deliver them from their afflictions; nay, 
moreover, this help is what I implore of thee, 
not for the Hebrews only, when they are in 
diftrels, but when any fflall come hither from 
any ends of the world whatfoever, and lhall re¬ 
turn from their fins, and implore thy pardon, 
do thou then pardon them, and hear their 
prayer. For hereby all lhall learn that thou 
thyfelf waft pleafed with the building of this 
houfe for thee ; and that we are not ourfelvcs 
of an unfociable nature, nor behave ourfelves 
like enemies to fueh as are not of our own peo¬ 
ple ; but are willing that thy afflftancc ftiould 
he communicated by thee to all men in com¬ 
mon, and that they may have the enjoyment 
of thy benefits beftowed upon them.” 

* 4, When Solomon had faid this, and had 
call himfeif upon the ground, and worlhipped 
a long time, he arofe up, and brought facrifices 
to the altar; and when he had filled it with 
unhlemillied vid-ims, he moll evidently difeo- 
vered that God had with pleafure accepted of* 
all that he had facrificed to him ; for there came 
a fire running out of the air, and ruihed with. 


S OF THE JEWS. 

violence upon the altar, in the light of all, 
and caught hold of and conliuned the lacrihre ;. 
Now when this divine appearance was feen, 
the people fuppofed it to he a demonftratioil of 
God’s abode in the temple, and were pleafed 
with it, and fell down upon the ground and wor¬ 
lhipped. Upon which the king began to bids 
Cod, and exhorted the multitude to do the 
fame, as now having lufficient indications of 
God’s favourable dilpolition to them ; and to 
pray that they might always have the like in¬ 
dications from him, and that he would preferve 
in them a mind pure from all wickednels, in 
rightcoufncls and religious worlhip, and that, 
they might continue in the obfervatiou of thole 
precepts which God had given them by Moles, 
becauie by that means the Hebrew nation 
would be happy, and indeed the moll Wolfed 
of all nations among all mankind. He ex¬ 
horted them all’o to he mindful, that by what 
methods they had attained their prefent good 
things, by the fame they mull preferve them 
fare to theinlelvcs, and make them greater and 
more than they were at prefent; for that it was 
not lufficient for them to luppofe they had re¬ 
ceived them on account of their piety and 
righteoufnefs, but that they had no other way 
of preferving them for the time to come ; for 
that it is not fo great a thing for men to ac¬ 
quire fomewhat which they want, as to preferve 
what they have acquired, and to he guilty of 
no fin, whereby it may be hurt. 

5. So when the king had fpoken thus to the 
multitude, he defolvcd the congregation, but 
not till he had completed his oblations, both 
for himfeif and for the Hebrews; infomuch, 
that he facrificed twenty and two thoufand ox¬ 
en, and an hundred and twenty thoufand fficep; 
for then it was that the temple did lit ft of all 
taftc of the victims, and all the Hebrews, with 
their wives and children, feafted therein : Nay, 
befides this, the king then obferved fplendidly 
and magnificently the feaft which is called th* 
Feqft of FabcrmicLs, before the temple, dn 
twice feven days ; and he then feafted, n gc:!:c. 
with all the people, 
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6. \Vhf.n all thcfe folemnitics were abun¬ 
dantly fatisfied, and nothing was omitted that 
concerned the divine worlhip, the king difmif- 
fed them ; and they every one went to their 
own homes, giving thanks to the king for the 
care he had taken of them, and the works he 
had done for them ; and praying to God to 
preferve Solomon to be their king for a long 
time. They alfo took their journey home 
with rejoicing, and making merry, and linging 
hymns to God: And indeed, the pleafure they 
enjoyed took away the fenfc of the pains they 
all underwent in their journey home. So when 
they had brought the ark into the temple, and 
had feen its greatnefs, and how line it was, 
and had been partakers of tire many facrifices 
that had been offered, and of the fellivals that 
had been folcmnized, they every one returned 
to their own cities. But a dream that appear¬ 
ed to the king in his llccp informed him, That 
“ God had heard his prayers ; and that he would 
not only preierve the temple, but would always 
abide in it ; that is, in cafe his pofterity, and 
tire whole multitude, would be righteous. And 
for himfeif, it is (aid, that if he continued ac¬ 
cording to tire admonition® of his father, he 
would advance him to an innnenfe degree of 
dignity and happinch, and that then his pof- 
Ic'r’lty’fhould be kings cf that country of the 
tribe of Judah for ever : but that hill, if he 
fhould be found a betrayer of the ordinances 
of the law, and forget them, and turn away to 
the worfhip of IT range gents, he would cut him 
off by the roots, and would neither fuller any 
remainder of his family to continue, nor would 
overlook the people of I trad, or preferve them 
any longer from afflictions, hut would utterly' 
deltroy them with ten thoufand wars and mis¬ 
fortunes; would cad them out of the land which 
he had given their fathers, and make them fo- 
p'urnert; in firange lends; and deliver that tem¬ 
ple, which was nowd-mlt, to he burnt and fpoil- 
rd by theit enemies ; and that city to he utterly 
, vertlinm n by the hands of their enemies; and 
make their miseries deferve to be-a provcib, and 
Inch as lhould very hardly he credited for their 
iKipeod >us magtiitud:, till their neighbour®, 


when they fhould hear of them, fhould wonder 
at their calamities, and very earneftjy enquire 
for the occafion, why the Hebrews, who had 
been fo far advanced by God to fuch glory and 
wealth, fhould be then fo hated by him ? And that 
the anfwer that fhould be made by the remain¬ 
der Of the people fhould be, by confefflug their 
fins, and their tranfgreffion of the laws of their 
country.” Accordingly we have it tranfmitted 
to us in writing, that thus did God fpeak in his 
flcep to Solomon. 

C II A P. V. 

IIoiv Solomon built himfeif a royal Palace , very 
cofly and J'plcndid; and how he [dived the 
Riddles which were fent him by Hiram. 

I. \ FTER the building of the temple, 
XjL which, as we have before laid, was 
finifhed in feven years, the king laid the foun¬ 
dation of his palace, which he did not fmifh un¬ 
der thirteen years, for he was not equally zea¬ 
lous in the building of this palace as he had been 
about the temple ; for as to that, although it 
was a great work, and required wonderful and 
furpriiing application ; yet God, for whom it 
was made, id far co-operated therewith, that it 
was finilhed in the fore-mentioned number of 
years ; but the palace, which was a building 
much inferior in dignity to the temple, both 
on account that its materials had not been fo 
long before-hand gotten ready, nor had been fo 
zealoufly prepared, and on account that this 
was only an habitation for kings, and not for 
God, it was longer in ilnifhing. However; 
this building was raffed fo magnificently,-as 
Anted the happy ftate of the Hebrews, and of 
the king thereof: Bat it is ncccfiary that I de- 
feribe the entire ftrudture and difpofition of the 
parts, that fo thofe that light upon this book 
may thereby make a conjecture, and as it were, 
have a profpedt of its magnitude. 

a. ’i'u is houfe was a large and curious build- 
fir, g, and was lupporteu by many pillars, which 
Solomon built to contain a multitude for hear- 
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ing caufes, and taking cognizance of Huts.. It 
was fufficiently capacious to contain a great bo- 
Ndy of men, who would come together to have 
their caufes determined. It was an hundred 
cubits long, and fifty broad, and thirty high, 

, Supported by quadrangular pillars, which were 
all of cedar; but its roof was according to the 
* Corinthian order, with folding doors, and their 
adjoining pillars,of equal magnitude, each flu¬ 
ted with three cavities; which building was at 
once firm and very ornamental. There was al- 
fo another houfe fo ordered, that its entire 
breadth was placed in the middle : It was quad¬ 
rangular, and its breadth was thirty cubits, 
having a temple over againft it, raifed upon 
mafly pillars ; in which temple there was a 
large and very glorious room, wherein the king 
fat in judgment. To this was joined another 
houfe that was built for his queen. There were 
other fmaller edifices for diet, and for fleep, af¬ 
ter public matters were over j and thefe were 
all floored with boards of cedar. Some of thefe 
Solomon built with Hones of ten cubits, and 
wainfeotted the walls with other Hones that 
were fawed, and were of great value, fuch as 
are dug out of the earth for the ornaments of 
temples, and to make fine profpetfls in royal 
palaces, and which make the mines, whence 
they are dug, famous. Now the contexture 
of the curious workmanfhip of thefe Hones was 
in three rows, but the fourth row would make 
one admire its fculptures, whereby were repre- 
fented trees, and all forts of plants, with the 
{hades that a role from their branches, and 
leaves that hung down from them. Thofc 
trees and plants covered the Hone that a 'as 
.^beneath them, and their leaves were wrought 
fo prodigious thin and fubtile, that you would 

* This mention of the Coiirithian ornaments of archi¬ 
tecture in Solomon's palace by Jolephus, teems to be here 
fet down by way of prolepfis; for although it appears to 
me, that the Grecian and Roman molt ancient orders of 
archiuctuie were taken from Solomon’s temple, as from 
their original p Uterus; yet is it not f t) clear that the lid 
and mod ornamenr.il order, the Cm ir.thun, was fo ancient; 
although wtr.it the fame jolephus fays, Of the War, 15 . V. 
thap. v. J 3. .that one of the gates of Herod’s temple was 
built according to the rules or this Corinthian order is no 
way improbable ; that oriki being, without difpute, much 


think tl^ey were In motion : But th« other 
part up to the roof was plallered over, and, 
as it were, embroidered with with colours and 
pidures. He moreover built other edifices for 
pleafure ; as alfo very long cloiHers, and thofe 
fituate in an agreeable place of the palace; and 
among them a moH glorious dining-room, for 
feafiings and compotations, and full of gold, 
and fuch other furniture as fo fine a room 
ought to have for the conveniency of the 
guefis, and where all the velfels were made of 
gold. Now it Is very hard to reckon up the 
magnitude, and the variety of the royal apart¬ 
ments ; how many rooms there were of the 
largeH fort; how many of a bignefs inferior 
to thofe ; and how many that were fubterra- 
neous and invifible ; the curiolity of thofe that 
enjoyed the frefii air ; and the groves for the 
moH delightful profpedl, for the avoiding the 
heat, and covering of their bodies. And to fay 
all in brief, Solomon made the whole building 
entirely of white Hone, and cedar wood, and 
gold, and filver. He alfo adorned the roofs 
and walls with Hones let in gold, and beautified 
them thereby in the fame manner as he had 
beautified the temple of Clod with the like 
Hones. lie alfo made hiinfdl'n throne of pro¬ 
digious bignefs, of ivory, conHruelcd as a feat 
•, of juHice, and having fix Heps to it ; on every 
; one of which flood, on each end of the Hep, 

; two lions, two other lions Handing above alfo ; 

1 but at the fitting place of the throne, hands came 
I. out, and received the king ; and when he fit 
' backward, he relied on half a bullock, that 
looked towards his back, but Hill all was fullen- 
ed together with gold. 

3. When Solomon had completed all this in 

twenty 

older than the reign of Herod. However, upon fome 
\ trill, I confefs I have not hilheifo lre;i able fully to un- 
I derltand the flrufluu of this pihce of .Su'ortj >n, ruber 
as dJcribed in our ikblr,, or n 1 with tie. 'eidnional 
i help of (hi., deferiphon hue by Jolt pi.us ; only t! e u .ukr 
may r tfily obferve with rr. -, tb it the mcahirt , t<f 1 h in It 
building in Jolcphuj, too cubits long, and y, c d it , 
broad, are the vt ry fame with the sun of thi ■ ,a • a! he 
tabernacle of Molts, a..d jutt half an Egyptian inbura or 
acre. 

?. X 
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twenty t years time; becaufo Hiram, king of 
Tyre, had contributed a great deal of gold, and 
more iilver to thel'e buildings, as alfo cedar wood, 
and pine wood, he alfo rewarded Hiram with 
rich prefents: Corn he lent him alfo year by 
year, and wine, and oil, which were the prin¬ 
cipal things that he ftood in need of, becaufe 
he inhabited an ifland, as we have already laid. 
And bolides thcfe, he granted him certain cities, 
of Galilee, twenty in number, that lay not far 
from Tyre; which when Hiram went to and 
viewed, and did not like the gift, he fent word 
to- Solomon, that he did not want l’uch cities as 
they were ; and after that time, thofe cities were 
called the land of Cabal, which name, if it be 
interpreted according to the language of the 
Phenicians, denotes what docs not pleafe. More¬ 
over, the king of Tyre font fophifms and enig¬ 
matical layings to Solomon, and delired he 
would folve them, and free them from the am¬ 
biguity that was in them. Now fo fagacious 
and underitanding was Solomon, that none of 
thefo problems were too hard for him, but he 
conquered them all by his reafonings, and dif- 
covered their hidden meaning, and brought it 
to light. Menander alfo, one who tranllatgd 
the Tyrian archives out of the dialed! of the 
Phenicians into the Greek language, makes 
mention of thefo two kings, where he fays thus : 
“ When Abibalus was dead, his fon Hiram re¬ 
ceived the kingdom from him, who, when he 
had lived fifty-three years, reigned thirty-four. 
He railed a bank in the large place, and dedi¬ 
cated- the golden pillar which is in Jupiter’s 
temple. He alfo went and cut down materials 
of timber out cf the mountain called Lib anus, 
for the roof of temples ; and when he had pul¬ 
led down the ancient temples, he both built the 
temple of Hercules, and that of Aftarte ; and 
he find let up the temple of Hercules in the 
month Peritius : He alio made an expedition 
again!! the Euchii [or Titii] who did not pay 
their tribute ; and when he had fubdued them 
to himfolf, he returned. Under this king there 
was Abdemon, a very youth in age, who al¬ 
ways conquered the difficult problems- which 
Solomon, king of Jerufalem, commanded him 
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to explain.” Dius alfo makes mention of him, 
where he fays thus ; “ When Abibalus Was 
(lead,, his fon Hiram reigned He raifed the 
eallern parts of the city higher, and made the 
city itfelf larger# He alfo joined the temple 
of. Jupiter, which before flood by itfelf, to the 
city, by raifmg a bank in the middle between 
them, and he adorned it with donations of gold. 
Moreover, he went up to mount Libanus, and 
cut down materials of wood for the building of 
the temples.” He fays alfo, That “ Solomon* 
who was then king of Jerufalem, font riddles 
to Hiram, and deftred to receive the like from 
him; but that he who could not folve them 
fhould pay money to him that did folve them, 
and that Hiram accepted the conditions; and 
when he was not able to folve the riddles [pro- 
pofed by Solomon] he paid a great deal of mo¬ 
ney for his fme : But that he afterward did 
folve the propofed riddles by the means of Ab¬ 
demon, a man of Tyre ; and that Hiram pro- 
pofod other riddles, which when Solomon could 
not folve, he paid back a great deal of money 
to Hiram.” This it is which Dius wrote. 


CHAP. VI. 

How Solomon fortified the City jerufalem , and 
built great Cities ; and how he brought 
fome of the Canaanites into Subjection, ana 
entertained the Sfneen of Egypt and of Ethi¬ 
opia. 

§ i. VTOW when the king faw that the 
walls of Jerufalem Hood in need of 
being better fecured, and made ftronger (for. 
he thought tlie walls that encompa(Ted Jerufir- 
lem ought to correfpond to the dignity of the 
city) he both repaired them, and made them 
higher, with great towers upon them : he alfo 
built cities which might be counted among the. 
ftrongeft, Hazor, and Megiddo, and the third, 
Gezer, which had indeed belonged to the 
Philiftines; but Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, 
had made an expedition againft it, and belieged ■ 
it, and taken it by force; and when he had 

llaln. 
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flam all its inhabitants, he utterly overthrew it, 
and gave it as a prefent to his daughter, Who 
-,had been married to-Solomon : for which 
rt'afon the king rebuilt it, as a city that was 
naturally ftrong, and might be ufeful in wars, 
and the mutations of affairs that fometimes 
happens Moreover, he built two other cities 
not far from it, Beth-horan was the name of 
one of them, and Baalath of the other. He 
alfo built other cities that lay conveniently for 
tilde, in order to the enjoyment of pleafures 
and delicacies in them, fuch as were naturally 
of a good temperature of the air, and agree¬ 
able for fruits ripe in their proper fealons, and 
well watered with fprings. Nay, Solomon 
went as far as the defart above Syria, and pof- 
fefTed hitnfeif of it, and built there a very great 
city, which was diftant two days journey from 
the upper Syria, and one day’s journey from 
Euphrates, and fix long days journey from Ba¬ 
bylon the Great. Now the reafon why this 
city lay fo remote from the parts of Syria that 
are inhabited is this, that below there is no 
water to be had, and that it is in that place 
only that there arc fprings and pits of water. 
When lie had therefore built this city, and 
encompaffed it with very flrong walls, he gave 
it the name of 'Tadmor, and that is the name j 
it is Hill called by at this day among the Syri¬ 
ans, but the Greeks name it Palmyra. 

2 . Now Solomon the king was- at this time 
engaged in building thefe cities. But if any 
enquire why all the kings of Egypt, from 
Mencs, who built Memphis, and was. many 
years earlier than our forefather Abraham, un¬ 
til Solomon, where the interval was .more than 
thoufand three hundred years, were called 
Pharaohs , and took it from one Pharaoh that 
lived after the kings of that interval ? I think it 

* Tim fignification of the, name Pharaoh appears to be 
true. But what Jofephus adds prefently, that no king of 
Egypt tubs called Pharaoh after Solomon’s father-in-law, does 
hardly agree to our copies, which have long afterwards 
the names of Pharaoh Nechoh, and Pharaoh Iiophra, 2 Kings 
xxiii. ip. Jer. xliv. 30. befides the frequent mention of 
that name Pharaoh in the prophets. However, jofephus 
hirofelf inius own l'pecch to the Jews, Of the War, B. V. 
chap. ix. § q. fpcaks of Nechao, -who was of7 called Pharaoh, 
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ncceflafy to inform them of it, and this in or¬ 
der to cure their ignorance, and- to make the 
occafion of that name manifeft. Pharaoh, in 
the Egyptian tongue, fignihes * a king : but I 
fuppofe they made ufe of other names from 
their childhood; but when they were made 
kings, they changed them into the name which 
in their bwn tongue denoted their authority : 
for thus it was alfo that the kings of Alex¬ 
andria, who were called formerly by other 
names, when they took the kingdom, were 
named Ptolemies , from their fir ft king. The 
Roman emperors alfo were from their nativity 
called by other names, but are ftyled Ccefars , 
their empire and their dignity impofing that, 
name upon them, and not fuflering them to 
continue in thofe names which their fathers 
gave them. I. fuppofe alfo, that Herodotus of 
Haiicarnafius, when he faid there were three 
hundred and thirty kings of Egypt after Me- 
nes, who built Memphis, did therefore not tell 
us their names, becaufe they were in common 
called Pharaohs ; for when after death there 
was a queen reigned, he calls her by her name, 
Nicaule , as thereby declaring, that while the 
kings were of the male line, and fo admitted 
of the fame name, .while a woman did not ad¬ 
mit the fame, he did therefore fet down that 
her name, which fhecould’not naturally have.. 
As for myfelf,. 1 have difeovered frOm our own 
books, that after Pharaoh, the father-in-law of 
Solomon, no other king of Egypt did any 
longer ufe that name; and that it was after 
that- time when the fore-named queen of Egypt 
and Ethiopia came to Solomon, concerning 
whom we fhall inform the reader prefently : 
But I have now made mention of thefe things, 
that I may prove that our books and thole of 

! the Egyptians agree together in many things. 

■ 

as the name of that king; of Egypt with whom Abraham- 
was concerned ; qf which name Nnhao yet we have eli'e- 
where no mention till the days of Jofial), but only of Pha¬ 
raoh. And indeed it mull be confcfl'cd, that h. w, and 
§ y. we have more mi (takes made by Jon-pl us, and thofe 
relating to the kings of Egypt, and to that queen of Egypt 
and Ethiopia, whom he iuppofes to have come to lee .So¬ 
lomon, than almolt any where elfc in all hij Antiquities. 
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3. Bijt king Solomon fubdued to himfelf 
the remnant of the Ganaanitcs, that had not be¬ 
fore fuliinitted to him ; thofe I mean that dwelt 
in mount Lebanon, and as far as the city Ha¬ 
math ; and ordered them to pay tribute. He 
alio chute out of them every year fuch as were 
to ferve him in the mcaneil offices, and to do 
his doindlic works, and to follow hufbandry; 
for none of the Hebrews were fervants [in fuch 
low employments] : nor was it rcafonable, that 
when God had brought fo many nations under 
their power, they lhould deprefs their own 
people to fuch mean offices of life, rather than 
thole nations ; while all the Ifraelites were 
concerned in warlike affairs, and were in ar¬ 
mour, and fet over the chariots, and he hoifcs, 
rather than leading the life of haves. He 
appointed alfo five hundred and fifty rulers 
over thofe Ganaanitcs who were reduced to fuch 
doincflie flavery, who received the entire care 
of them from the king, and in fin idled them in 
thofe labours and operations wherein he v/ant- 
ed their aihfhnce. 

A. Moreover, the king built many fliips in 
♦ he Egyptian bay of the Red Sea, in a certain 
place called E-ziou-gcber: It is now called Br~ 
;y,v.\v, and is not far from the city Eloth. This 
country belonged formerly to the Jews, and 
became uiefui for Hupping, from the donations 
of Hi ran, king of Tyre , lor he lent a fulfieient 
number of men thither for pilots, and (uch 
as were fkiljul in navigation j to whom Solo¬ 
mon gave this command, that they lhould go 
aiorm with Ids'own ftewards to the land that 
was of old called Opbtr, but now the Jurat 
Cbojunepts , which belongs to India, to fetch 
him gold. And when they had gathered four 
hundred talents together, they returned to the 
king again. 

c. Tu k u f was then n woman, queen of •' E- 
rvpt and Ethiopia : Hie was iuqmlnive into 
plulufophy, and one that on other accounts alfo 

* That thi« oteon of .‘’hrlia vis a quean of Sabra in 
Soatli .oul not of Jinj lidiiopia, as 

], .,ajt t ffjipo'Jh, -now generally agree.! : And linn 

gib's: is us 1! known to he a country near fh : fra ia tin 
j, ,’ih of Ar..hi.» helix, which lay fouth from Judea alfo; 


was to be admired. When this queen heard of 
the virtue and prudence of Solomon, lhe had 
a great mind to fee him ; and the reports that 
went every day abroad induced her to come Vo 
him, lhe being defirous to be fatisfied by her 
own experience, and not by a bare hearing 
(for reports thus heard are likely enbugh to 
comply with a falfe opinion, while they whol¬ 
ly depend on the credit of the relators); fo 11.e 
refolved to come to him, and that efpccially in 
order to have a trial of his wifdom, while flic 
propofed queftions of very great difficulty, and 
intreated that he would folve tlicir hidden mean¬ 
ing. Accordingly ffie came to Jerufalem with 
great fplendor, and rich furniture; for lhe 
brought with her camels laden with gold, with 
fcveral forts of fweet lpiccs, and with precious 
hones. Now upon the king’s kind reception 
or her, he both ihewed a great delire to pleale 
her, and eafily comprehending in his mind the 
meaning of the curious queliions the propound¬ 
ed to him, he refolved them looner than an y 
body could have expected. So lhe was arnav- 
ed at the wifdom of Solomon, and dikovered 
that it was more excellent upon trial than whet 
flic had heard by report before-hand ; and d- 
pecially lhe was lurpriled at the linenefs and 
largends of hjs royal palace, and not Ids lo at 
the good order of the apartments, for lhe ob- 
ferved that the king had therein lhewn great 
wiklom ; hut lhe was beyond mcalure aftonilh- 
ed at the lioulc whicli was called tlie lord! of 
Lebanon, as alio at the magnificence of his 
daily table, and the cir cm nil antes of its prepar¬ 
ation and miniflration, with the apparel of his 
fervants that waited, and the fkilful and decent 
management of their attendance : nor was Hie 
Ids abi ded with thofe daily fltcriiiccs which 
were ollcrcd to God, and the careful manage? 
incut which the priefls and Lcvites tiled about 
them. When fire law this done every day, the 

was 

’nd fine-,' our .Saviour calls tills queen, the queen of the fulh, 
am! lay , Jhe until free'. the utniq/l peris of the ennh, iVlatt. 
G. 4-- l.ui.e xi. 3 j. which deio ipii am uj'.rec better to this 
•Ar.iRi, i!k, 11 to J'lgypr an<l I'ihinpi,:, these is lithe occa- 
(ion foi he lilting in this matter. 
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was in the greatest admiration imaginable, in- 
fomuch; that fhe was not able to contain the 
vjfurprize fhe was in, but openly confeffed how 
•v^mderfully fhe was affedted : for flic proceed¬ 
ed to dilcourfe with the king, and thereby own- 
\cd_ that flic was overcome with admiration at 
the things before related ; and faid, w All things 
indeed, O king, that come to our knowledge 
by report, came with uncertainty as to our be¬ 
lief of them ; but as to thofe good things that 
to thee appertain, both fuch as thou thylelf 
poflclfeil, I mean wifdom, and’ prudence, and 
the happinefs thou halt from thy kingdom, cer¬ 
tainly the Erne that came to us was no falfity; 
it was not only a true report, but it related thy 
happinefs after a much lower manna than I now 
lee it to be before my eyes. For as for the re- 
poit, it only attempted toperfuaded our hearing, 
but did not fo make known the dignityof the 
things themfelves as does the fight of them, and 
being prelent among them. I indilBl who did 
not believe what was reported, by r<*fon of the 
multitude and grandeur of the things L enquir¬ 


ed about, do fee them to be much more numcp-^Jj 
ous than they were reported to be. Acgord’-*- 
ingly 1 eflecm the Hebrew people, as well 
thy fervants and friends, to be happy, who en 


root of that balfaji wlych our 
country Hill hears by this woman s gift. .Solo¬ 
mon alfo repaid her with many good Thing , 
and principally by bellowing upon-her what 
flic chofe.of her own inclination, for there was 
nothing that flic deflred which he denied her; 
and as he was very generous and liberal in his 
own temper, fo did he fliew the greatnefs-of 
his foul in beftowing on her what fhe hcrfelf 
delired of him. So when this queen of Ethio¬ 
pia had obtained what we have already given 
an account of, and had again communicated to 
the king what fhe brought with her, flic return- 
cd to her own kingdom. 


^ l: H A i\ VIE 

flbfflwlf/tmri grew rich, andfell dcfpcratdx in 
Love •wilLJpiwpc/i : and how Cod , l-eing in- 
ecu ft d at it, rai/ed up yhhr and 'Jeroboam 
again]} him. Conyrtting the Death ' f Solo¬ 
mon. 


BOUT the. fame time there 


wore 


A brought liom the Aurea 

Cherfoneius, a country fo’c.motnrccitHi. 1 ' floneo, 
.and pine-trees, and thefe t^ces fhe made ulc of 


joy thy prefence, and hear thy wil'dom every*?^Coprfupporting the tempit, and the palace, a 
.lay continually. One would therefore blefstkallo for jibe materials of mni teas inllrumcnt 



God, who hath fo loved this country, and p^Tmrpi 

that inhabit therein, as to make thee king i migjit' make 

tiiem.” N 

6. Now when the queen had thus der 
ftrated in words how deeply the king had _ 
ced her, fhe made that her difpofition kno’&n 
certain prefents, for fhe gave him twenty talents 
of gold, and an immenfe quantity of fpices, 
and precious ftones. They fay alfo, that we 

* Some blame Jofephus for fuppofing, that the ballaru 
tree might lie fir(l brought out of Arabia, or Egypt, or 
Ethiopia, into Judea, by this queen of Sheba, finer, feve- 
Tal have faid, that of old no country bore this precious bai- 
f.un but Judea; yet it is not only falfe that this balf.im was 
peculiar to pule.!, but both Egypt and Arabia, and particu¬ 
larly Sab-.vu h u! it, which la ft was that very country wheiv e 
Jofcplius, if underftood not of Ethiopia but of Arabia, in¬ 
timates this queen might bring it firft into Judea. Not ,m- 
we to fupppfe, that the. queen of Sabrcft could well omit 
fuch a prefenl as this half un-tree would be eilccmcd by 


shew! 

and the pfalteries, 'that fhd»Ecvites 
them in their* 


ufe 


lymns to 


nng__ 

God. The wyot! which ,wa^i»roiight to him 
jt this time was larger and liner than any that 
had ever- Been brought before ; but let no one 
in¥ftgine that thefe plne-Ucc; were like thoG 
which are now fo mfmed, and which take th.ts. 
their denominatrfjff from the merchant:-, v. h.. 

^ f,, 

Solomon, in cafe it were then a!mo!l pc'ul, ir fo her own 
country : Nor is the mention of halm oi Pdf. m, as carried, 
by merchants, and fen: a; a pvefent out of |nd, a by Jacob, 
to the governor of Egypt, (ten. wvvii. 2$. and 'loi.tr. to 
be alledged to the ccmttarv ; linee v. lut we thin- render 
bnitn or bit/fa.n, denotes lather that tu.f, nt:ne who. h v. e . , nv 
call turpentine of Clio or Cyprus, the juice of the tuna mire 
tree,than this-precious baft am. This lift - ! lt - j, il)K . 

word that we t-lfewheie remlei by the hav e juift.,ke hum t f 
Client: it ihouhl be rendered the in returns cfCueml. 
vill. 22 . 

s Y 


h J- 
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lu call them, that they may procure them to 
be admired by thole that purchale them ; for 
thole eve {peak of were to the fight like the 
wood of the fig-tree, hut were whiter, and 
moie (hininy. Now we have laid thus much, 
that nobody may be ignorant of the difference 
between thdo forts ol wood, nor unacquainted 
with the nature of the genuine pine-tree ; and 
we thought it both a iealonuble and humane 
thing when we mentioned it, and the ufes the 
king made of it, to explain this difference fo 
far as we have done. 

2 , Now the weight of gold that was brought 
him was iff- hundred a ml hxty-lix talents, not 
including in that lum what was brought by the 
merchants, nor what the toparchs and kings of 
Arabia gave lum in prdents. He alfo call two 
hundred targets of gold, each of them weigh¬ 
ing iix hundred Jhckels. He alfo made three 
hundred Ihields, every one weighing three 
pounds of gold, and he had them carried, and 
put into that lioulc which was called the for- 
eif of l.ehanon. He alfo made cups of gold, 
and of [precious] Hones, for the entertainment, 
of his guefls, and had them adorned in the 
moft artificial manner; and he contrived that 
:ff his other furniture of vcflels fhould be of 
go-id. for there was nothing then to be fold or 
brought for lilvu - ; for the king had many fliips. 
which lay upon the lea of Tunis, thefe he com¬ 
manded to tarry out. a!! forts of rnerchandiie 
unto the remoteft nations, by the fale of which 
filver and gold were brought to the king, and. 
a great quantity of ivory, and Ethiopians, and 
"ties; ard they Infilled their voyage, going 
•uni Nn.untng, in three years time. 

p Alcokd!nglv there went a great fame 
a 1 round the neighbouring, countries, which 
grochiiined the virtue and wifdom of Solomon, 
Inf iuutch,that all the kings everywhere were de- 

\\ t'ciln-i t lie ft: fine yiikii" and rivulet# of F.tlum, 
r. vs s from Jtriil d. m, vvhuhcr .Soionon rode fo 
uMCij in li.Jg, be nut thuf* alluded to., i'.itl-f. ii. 5, 6. 
where In- ) u , lie made kua g.trde-* ami o» chard* , /aid 
planted tre. 1 in ; \ r / edl l,mis of /nuts : he made him pooh 
.,f utter, f} witt.r lie '.void tf.t bringcih fa th trees. And 
ro ihe feefr. jure uhtioof he leans to allude, when, in 
tin* C -.nth ! let eo:np ces lus fpcufe to a girder, o:e/ju!, 
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llrous to fee him, as not giving credit to what 
was reported, on account of its being ahssoft 
incredible : they alfo dernonftrated the regard 
they had for him, by the prefents they mr,fte 
him ; for they lent him vclfels of gold, and 
filver, and purple garments, and many iorts cd 
Ipiees, and horfes, and chariots, and as many 
mules for his carriages as they could find pro 
per to plcafe the king’s eyes, by their firengt 
and beauty. This addition that he made t 
thole chariots and horfes which he had befo 
from thefe that were lent him, augmented the 
number of bis chariots by above four hundred, 
for he had a iboufand before, and augmented 
the number of his buries by two thouiand, for 
he had twenty thouiand before. Thefe boric:, 
alfo were fo much exercifed, in order to their 
making a fine appearance, and running fwiith , 
that no others could upon the companion ap¬ 
pear either finer or fwifter, but they were .it 
once the moft beautiful of all others, and then 
fwiftnefs was incomparable alfo. Their riders 
alfo were a farther ornament to them, being in 
the lirft place young men in the inoil delightful 
flower of their age, and being eminent for their 
legends, and far taller than other men. T hey 
had alfo very long heads of hair hanging down, 
and were eloathed in garments of Tyrian pur¬ 
ple. They had alfo unit of gold every day 
fprinkled on their hair, fo that their heads 
Tparkled with the reflection of the Inn beams 
from the gold. The king himielf rode upon a 
chariot in the midft of thefe men, who were, 
hill in armour, and had their bows fitted to 
them' He had on a white garment; and uled 
to take his progrefs out of the city in the morn¬ 
ing. There was a certain place about fifty fur¬ 
longs diftant from Jerufalem, which is called 
* I’j/.nnu ; very pleafant it is in fine gardens, and 

abound: 

to (i fgrun< Jhut up ; to 11 fouptair failed, chap. iv. 12. (patt 
of which fountains .iu- dill extant, as Mr Maundrtdi in 
torn:-, us, p. 87, 88.) cannot now be ccUainJy determined, 
Inn may very probably be conjectured. But whethci tin; 
dirham has any relation to thole filers oj d.tharn , which 
Providence once dried up in a miraculous manner, Pi:.I 
Ixxiv. 15. and in lie: beptu.igint, I cannot (ay. 
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abounding in rivulets of water: thither did he 
iiip-iff-go out in the morning, fitting on high 
[in his chariot], 

^ 4 . Now Solomon had a divine fagacity in all 
tilings, and was very diligent and Hudious to 
Grave things done after an elegant manner ; fo j 
47 did not n eg left the care of the ways, but he j 
laid a caufeway of black Hone along the roads j 
hat led to Jerufalem, which was the royal city, 
both to rentier them eafy for travellers, and to 
manilelt the grandeur of his riches and govern¬ 
ment. He alio parted his chariots, and fet 
them in a regular order, that a certain number 
of then- 11 r uild be in every city, Hill keeping 
a few about him ; and thole cities he called 
the cities of bis chariots. And the king made 
ldverdo plentiful in Jerufalem as Hones in the 
Hreet ; and fo multiplied cedar-trees in the 
plains of Judea, which did not grove there be¬ 
fore, that they were like the multitude of com¬ 
mon iycaniore-trees. He alio ordained the E- 
gypiian merchants that brought him their 
merchandise, to 1 oil him a chariot, with a pair 
of horfc.% for fix hundred drachmae of lilver, 
and he lent them to the kings of Syria, and to 
tlnd'c kings that were beyond Euphrates. 

<p Birr although Solomon was become the 
moil glorious of kings, and the held beloved I 
by God, and had exceeded in wildotn and | 
riches thole that had been rulers of the He¬ 
brews before him, yet did not he prefevere in 
tliis happy Hate till be died. Nay, he forfook 
the obfervation of the laws of his fathers, and 
came to an end no way fuitable to our forego¬ 
ing hiHory of him. He grew mad in his love 
of women, and laid no rcHraint on liimteif 
in his lulls: nor was he latished with the wo- 

* Thefe 700 wives, 01 the daughters of great men, 
and the 30a concubines, the (laughters ol the ignoble, 
nuke 10'jO in all ; and are I fuppofe, thofe very 1000 
women intimated clfev. lieu 1 by Solomon himfelf, wln.11 
he (peaks of Ins not having found one [good] woman a- 
tr.ong that very number, Ecclef. vli. 28. 

•)• Jofephus is here certainly too fevere upon Solomon, 
who in making the cl.srubims, and thefe twelve bra/en 
oxen, feems to hive done no more than imitate the pat¬ 
terns left him by David, which were all given 13 aviJ by 
divine infpir.trioti. See my defeription of the temples, 
chap- x. and akhotyL God gave 110 direction for titc lions 
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men of his own country Hone, but he mai- 
ried many wives out of foreign nations, Sido- 
nians, and Tyrians, and Ammonites, and Edo¬ 
mites ; and he tranfgnlicd the laws of Moles, 
which forbad Jews to marry any hut thoJe that 
were of their own people. He alfo began to 
worfhip their Gods, which be did in order to 
the gratification of his wives, and out of his 
affection for them. This very thing our legi- 
flator fuipeclcd, and fo admonifltcd us before¬ 
hand, that vve Htould not marry women of 
other countries, Iclt we fhould he in tangled 
with foreign cuHoms, and apoilati/e from our 
own ; lelt we fhould leave off to honour our 
own God, and lhould worfhip their gods-.. 
But Solomon was fallen headlong into u:> 
reafonablc plea Hires, and regarded not thole 
admonitions : For when he had married * feverx 
lnmdred w v ives, the daughters of princes and 
of eminent perfons, and three hundred concu¬ 
bines, and thefe betides the king of Egypt’s 
daughter, he loon was governed by them, till 
he came to imitate their practices. He was 
forced to give them this demonllration of his 
kindnefs and affection to them, to live accord¬ 
ing to the laws of their countries. And as lie 
grew into years, and his realon became weaker 
by length of time, it was not iullicient to re- 
cal to his mind the inHiturions of his own 
country ; fo he Hill more and more contemned 
his own God, am] continued to regard the 
gods that hit marriages had introduced: nay, 
before this happened, hi finned, and fell into 
an error about the obfervation <i the 
when he m.uk the f imago; oi brazen or.cn 
that lupported the hra/.eu fea, and tin i:.s;>g > 

| flu! gdoracd Lis throne, y rot S-.-v.-.h. < 
itt to have broken any i.uv ol Motet.; ’or ..a! m,-!i , 
Flt.'.ttfecs, and Liter R.ihbirs, have Dt u )• .1 the ••c.iyrxf 
commandment, r.viorbii the very oi ...,v tat.i.i , 

1 though without any imeal iott to have it cm f; i' >| so*, ., 
do not i fuppofe that .Solomon ill u:uh t 1! • -0 uoi t >. 

j it ought to be lo under(lood. The m ikiny .■ ■ y ■ . ; 1 1 . : tt.r 
for worfhip but that at the 1 ibentaclo, u.. , <.uHl\ to 
den.by Motes, Antic;. Jb IV. chap . via. w* h;h »« . 
the two tiibes and an halt offend when Uu-v t »-.-<!<. an ..It, 
fore, memorial only, Jolb. x:. ii. Anti 1. *>. V. than. i. 

27. 
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of lions about his own throne ; for thefe he 
made, although it was not agreeable to piety 
•fo to do : And this he did, notwithftanding 
that he had his father as a moft excellent and 
domeftic pattern of virtue, and knew what a 
glorious character he had left behind him, be- 
caufe of his piety towards God : Nor did he 
imitate David, although God had twice ap¬ 
peared to him in his deep, and exhorted him 
to imitate his father: fo he died inglorioully. 
There came therefore a prophet to him, who 
was font by God, and told him, That “ his 
wicked aftions were not concealed from God ; 
and threatened him that he fhould not long re¬ 
joice in what he had done: that indeed the 
kingdom'fhould not be taken from him, while 
’he was alive, hecaufe God had promifed to his 
father David that he would make him his fuc- 
ceflbr, but that he would take cafe that this 
fhould befal his fon when he was dead ; not 
that he would withdraw all the people from 
him, but that he would give ten tribes to a 
fervant of bis, and leave only two tribes to 
David’s grandfon, for his fake, becaufe he 
loved God, and for the fake of the city Jeru- 
falem, wherein he would have a temple.” 

6. When Solomon heard this, he was griev¬ 
ed, and greatly confounded, upon this change 
of almoft all that happinefs which had made 
him to be admired, into fo had a ftate : Nor 
had there much time palled after the prophet 
had foretold what was coming, before God rai- 
fed up an enemy againfl him, whofe name was 
Ader, who took the following occafion of his 
enmity to him. He was a child, of the flock 
of the Edomites, and of the blood royal ; and 
when Joab, the captain of David’s hoft, laid : 
wafte the land of Edom, and deltroyed all that 
were men grown, and able to bear arms, for 
fix months time, this Hadad fled away, and 
came to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, who re¬ 
ceived him kindly, ^nd aifigned him a houfe 
to dwell in, and a country to fupply him with 

* Since the beginning of Solomon’s evil life and r.dver- 
fity, was the time when Hadad, or Ader, who was bom 
.it lerft twenty or thirty years before Solomon came to 
the crown, in the days of David, began to give him dil- 


j food ; and when he was grown up, he loved 
him exceedingly, infomuch, that he ga^hbn 
his wife’s lifter, whofe name was Tabpenes , to 
wife, by whom he had a fon, who was brought 
up with the king’s children. When Hadad 
heard in Egypt that both David and Joab were 
dead, he came to Pharaoh, and dcfircd*that he 
would permit him to go to his own country: 
Upon which the king afked what it was that 
he wanted, and what hardfhip he had met with, 
that he was fo defirous to leave him ? And 
when he was often troublefome to him, and 
intreated him to difmifs him, he did not then 
do it; but at the time when Solomon’s affairs 
* began to grow' worfe, on account of his fore- 
mentioned tranfgreflions, and God’s anger a- 
gainft him for the fame, Hadad, by Pharaoh’s 
permiflion, came to Edom; and when he was 
not able to make the people forfake Solomon 
(for it was kept under by many garrilbns, and an 
innovation was not to be made with fafety) he 
removed thence, and came into Syria : There 
he light upon one Rezon , who had run away 
from Hadadezcr, king of Zobah, his mailer, 
and was become a robber in that country, and 
joined friendfhip with him, who had already 
a band of robbers about him. So he w T ent up, 
and feized upon that part of Syria, and was 
made king thereof. He alfo made incurfions 
into the land of Ifrael, and did it no fmall 
mifehief, and fpoiled it, and that in the life¬ 
time of Solomon. And this was the calamity 
which the Hebrews fullered by Hadad. 

7. There was alfo one of Solomon’s own 
nation that made an attempt againft him, Je¬ 
roboam, the fon of Nebat, wlio had an expec¬ 
tation of rifing, from a prophecy that had been 
made to him long before. He was left a child 
by his father, and brought up by his mother ; 
and wdien Solomon faw that he was of an ac¬ 
tive and bold dilpofition, lie made him the 
curator of the walls which he built round about 

Jerufa- 

turbnnce ; this implies that Solomon’s evil life began early, 
and continued very long, which the multitude of his wives 
and concubines docs imply alfo ; I fuppofe when he was 
not fifty years of age. 
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Jerufale n ; and he took fuch care of thofe 
the king approved of his behavi¬ 
our, and gave him, as a reward for the fame, 
the charge over the tribe of Jofeph. And 
when about that time Jeroboam was once go- 
imr mjt of Jeruialem, a prophet of the city 
IShuoh,avhoi'e name was Abijab , met him, and 
fainted him ; and when lie had taken him a 
little and a, to a place out of the way, where 
there was not one other perfon prefent, lie rent 
the garment he had on into twelve pieces, and 
bid Jeroboam take ten of them ; and told him 
before-hand, That “ this is tire will of God : 
he will pet the dominion of Solomon, and 
give one tribe, with that which is next it, to 
iiis fim, bccaufe of the promife made to Da¬ 
vid for his fucceihon; and will give ten tribes 
to thee, bccaufe Solomon hath imned againft 
him, and delivered up himielf to women, and 
to thetr gods. Seeing therefore thou knowcli 
the caule for which God hath changed his 
mind, and is alienated from Solomon, be thou 
righteous, and keep the laws, bccaufe lie hath 
propoled to thee the greatdl of all rewards for 
.thy piety, end the honour thou lhalt pay to 
God, namely, to he as greatly exalted as thou 
knowelt David to have been.” 

8 . So Jeroboam was elevated by thefe words 
of the prophet ; and being a ! young man, of 
a warm temper, and ambitious of greatnei’s, lie 
could not be quiet : And when he had fo great 
a charge in the government, and called to mind 
what had been revealed to him by Ahijah, lie 
endeivourcd to perluadc the people to foriake 
Solomon, to make a difhirbance, and to bring 
the government over to himfelf. But when 
Solomon imclcrffood his intention and treach¬ 
ery, he fought to catch him and kill him ; but 
Jeroboam was informed of it before-hand, and 
fled to Shiiluk, tiie king of Egypt, and there 
abode till the death of Solomon; by which 
means he gained thefe two advantages, to ful¬ 
ler no harm from Solomon, and to be prefer- 

* Tiii. wim of ji mboani, when Salomon built th * 
well:', of !.'an ;i at, n >f Wi/ long after he had finidv. f 
Lis twvri'y year; budding of rhe temple, and his own 
pal ire, o, a '• r / tong after the twenty-fourth yc.*i •» 
his r-o-a, : Ki.ie > i.. . j. 2 Ciir. viii. i 1 . ami hi, vor.th 


ved for the kingdom. So Solomon died when 
be was already an old man, liming reigned 
eighty yeans, and lived ifnciy-four. 1 le was 
buried in Jeruialem, li.tvinff been fuperior to 
ail other kings in happhi'-ls, and ihhes, and 
whilom ; excepting the! when he was growing 
into years, he was cf-hid -d by women, and 
trinfgrelled the law : concerning which tranff 
gi e (lions, and the mil cries, which hefebthe 1 ie- 
brews thereby, 1 think proper to difeourfe at 
another opportunity. 


C 11 A lk VHL 

Hon c, upon the Death of Solomon, th< People 
forptok bn Son Rehol-aw, and o/Ja/n. J "f. - 
roluam Kin g over the 'Jen D/ibcs. 

O 


f> r. V TOW when Solomon was dead, and 
JL>| his Ion Rehoboam (who was bom 
of an Ammonite wife, whole name was Naa- 
ntith) had fucceedeil him in the kingdom, the 
i ulers of the multitude font immediately into 
Egypt, and called buck Jggnhuam ; and when 
he was come to them, to the city Slurbnu, 
Rehohoam came to i; alio; for l.e had refnbxd 
to declare himfe'f king to the ifuulbc;; wlf e 
they were there gathered together. So tl e 
rulers of the people, as well as |irnboaiu, ' c 
to him, and lie) night him, and laid. That “ he 
ought to nice, and to be gentler than Ids h - 
thcr in the ler.iiude he had irnpokd on then*, 
becauie they hid horny an heavy yoke, and 
that then they iiiould be better affetUd t > him, 
and be well mntented to ferve him under hh 
i nod era to pivc\ nment, and fbouhl do ii more 
out of love than fear.” But KehelxAm toM 
tiiem, they ib.ould mim: to bin, ,e de in. 
three days time, when lie won!,.! < :\ e :.:i :m- 
Iwcr to their rcijuefl. This dTo pave occa 
lmn to a prefent fufpicion, finer in, had not 
given them a favourable anfwcr to ii ■ ir mind 


here fill! nieniionei 1 , u lit a .Sol-iaion't. v, !■ m 
come intolerable, tullv t onhr.n mv f.ir,ia i t 
that fuel) Ins v. ''kfdi'.c!, begin i.,u:,■ . 

long. See Kcdsf. ic. 
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immediately ; for they thought that lie fhould ; 
have given them an humane anfwcr oil-hand, I 
efpecially fmee he was but young. However, 
they thought that his conl'ultation about it, and 
that he did not prel'ently give them a denial, 
afforded them forne good hope of fuccefs. 

2. Re hobo am now called his father’s 
friends and advifed with them what lort of a fl¬ 
ivver lie ought to give to the multitude : Upon 
which they gave him the advice which became 
friend^, and thole that knew the temper of inch 
a multitude: they advifed him “to fpeak in 
a way more popular than l'uited the grandeur of 
a king, bccaule he would thereby oblige them 
to fubmit to him with good-will, it being moll 
agreeable to fubjeds, that their kings Ihouhl be 
almoll upou the level with them.” But Rcho- 
boam rejeded this fo goad, and, in general, 
lo profitable advice (it was Inch at leal! at that 
time when he was to be made king) (Jod liim- 
felf, 1 luppofe, cauling what was mod advan¬ 
tageous to be condemned by him. 80 lie call¬ 
ed for the young men, who were brought up 
with him, and told them what advice the elders : 
had given him, and bid them fpeak what they 
thought he ought to do. They adviied him to 
give the following anfwcr to the people (for 
neither their youth, nor Chid himfclf differed 
them to dillcrn what was belt) : “ That his lit¬ 
tle linger Ihouhl he thiekei than his father’s 
loins ; and if they had met with hard ulage 
irom hty father, they fhould experience much 
rougher treatment from him ; and if his lather 
had chadded them with whips, they mull ex¬ 
pect that he would do it with * fcorpions.” 
The king was plea fed with this advice, and 1 
thought it agreeable to the dignity of his govern¬ 
ment to give them liich an anfwcr. Accord¬ 
ingly, when the multitude was come together 
to hear his anfwcr on the third day, ail the 
people were in great expectation, and very in¬ 
tent to hear what the king would fay to them, 
and iuppofed they fhould hear fomewhat of a 
kind nature ; but he palled by hri friends, and 

* That by pt>ri>ions is net fere meant that fmail animal 
fo called, v. If-cli was never ufed in correction.;, but either 
j ll.j-ub, with !bag> prickles like the ibnig of feorpion-v 
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anfwered as the young men had given hin 
counlel. Now this was done according* ft? «tf a 
will of God, that what Ahijah had foretold 
might come to pafs. <■ 

3. By thefe words the people were ftruck 
as it were by an iron hammer, and were b 
grieved at the words as if they had already felt 
the effeds of them, and they had great indig¬ 
nation at the king; and all cried out aloud, 
and laid, “ We will have no longer any rela¬ 
tion to David or his polferity after this day.” 
And they laid farther, “ We only leave to Rc~ 
hoboain tlic temple which his father built 
and tltey tlireatened toforfake him : Nay, they 
were fo bitter, and retained their wrath fo long, 
that when be lent Adorain, who was over 
the tribute, that he might pacify them, and 
render them milder, and perluadc them to for¬ 
give him, if he had faid any thing that was 
ralh or grievous to them in his youth, they 
would not bear it, but threw Hones at him, 
and killed him. When Rehoboam law this, 
he thought himielf aimed at by thole Hones 
with which they' had killed his lervant, and 
feared kit he fhould undergo the laft of punilh- 
merits in earned.; lo lie got immediately into 
his chariot, and Hed to Jerufaicm, where the 
tribe of Judah, and that of Benjamin, or¬ 
dained him king ; hut the reft of the multitude 
forfook the Ions of David from that day, and 
appointed Jeroboam to be the ruler of their 
public affairs. Upon this, Rehoboam, Solo¬ 
mon’s lort, aficmbled a great congregation of 
thofe two tribes that fubmitted to him, and 
was ready to take an hundred and eighty thou- 
fand cboien men out of the army, to make an 
expedition againft Jeroboam and bis people, 
that lie might force them by war to be bis 
fervants ; but lie was forbidden of God by the 
prophet [Shcmaiah] to go to war, for that it 
was not juft that brethren of the fame country 
lhould light one againft another. He alio laid, 
that this defedion of the multitude was ac¬ 
cording 

fucli as our furze bufli, or elfe fome terrible fort of whip- 
of the like nature. See Hudfon’s and Spanheim’s notes 
here. 


1 



Chap. VIII. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEW S. 


cording to the purpofe of God. So he did not 
"pfOteeU in this expedition. And now I will 
prelate firft the actions of Jeroboam, the king of 
■Erael; after wliieh we will relate what are 
tliercwith connected, the adfions of Rehobo- 
d.un, the king of the two tribes ; by this means 
we fha'll preierve the good order of the hillory 
entire. 

4. W hen therefore Jeroboam had built him 
a palace in the city Shechcm, he dwelt there. 
He alio built him another at Fennel, a city l'o 
called. And now the fcaft of tabernacles was 
approaching in a little time, Jeroboam confider- 
ed, tluii .1 be fhoukl permit the multitude to 
go to worlh'p God at Jerufalem, and there to 
celebrate the teflival, they would probably re¬ 
pent of what they had done, and be enticed 
by the temple, and by the worfhip oi God 
there performed, and would leave him, and 
return to their hrll king, and if fo, he fhoukl 
run the ritque of lohng his own life, fo lie in¬ 
vented this confivancc : he made two golden 
hellers, ami built two little temples for them, 
the one in the city Bethel, and the other in 
Dan, whiji l.ill was at the 1 fountains of the 
Leller Jordan, and he put the heifers into 
both the little temjd.es, in the fore-mentioned 
cities. And when he had called thole ten 
tribes together over whom he ruled, he made a 
fpeeoh to the people in thef’c words : “ 1 flip- 
pole, my countrymen, that you know this, 
that every place hath God in it, nor is there 
any one determinate place in which he is, but 
he every where hears and lees thole that wur- 
ihip him ; on which account I do not think it 
right for you to go fo long a journey to Jeru¬ 
falem, which is an enemy’s city, to worfhip 
him. It was a man that built the temple : 1 
have aho made two golden boilers, dedicated 
to the fame God; and the one of them 1 have 
confecratcd in the city Bethel, and the other in 

* Whether thefe jounUvm "f the hejir JmLti: were near 
a place called Dm, irnl the fountain . i>( die Umitcr near .1 
place called J»', before their conjunction ; or wlicnu.i* 
there was on y one fountain, arifi 110 at the lake l’hiala, 
at firtl linking umhrgiound, and then anting near the 
mountain Paneuin, and thence running 1 Hough the lake 
Setr.oclionitis to tin lea of (Jaiilcc, and io far tailed the 


Dan, to the end that thofe of yen that dwell 
neareft thofe cities may go to them and wor¬ 
fhip God there : And I will ordain for you 
certain pricfls and Levites from among your- 
ftives, that you may have no want of the tribe 
of Levi, or of the Ions of Aaron ; but let him 
that is defirous among you of being a prieffc 
bring to God a bullock and a ram, which they 
fay Aaron the full pricfl brought aifo.” When 
Jeroboam had laid this, lie deluded the people, 
and made them to revolt from the worfhip of 
their forefathers, and to tranfgrels their laws, 
i This was the beginning oi miieries to the He- 
| brews, and the caule why they were overcome 
in war by foreigners, and fo fell into captivity, 
j; But we fhall relate thoic tilings in their proper 
jj places hereafter. 

j 5. When the feafl [of tabernacles] was j nr), 
approaching, Jeroboam was dchrous to cele¬ 
brate it himlelf in Bethel, as did the two tribes 
celebrate it in Jerufalem. Accordingly he built 
an altar before the heifer, and undertook to he 
high pricfl himlelf. So he went up to the al¬ 
tar, with his own prieils about him ; but when 
he was going to offer the facrihccs, and the 
burnt-offerings, in tire fight ol all the people, 
a prophet whole name was ^fiuhni , was lent by 
God, and came to him from Jerufalem, who 
flood in the midil of the rnuhhtfdc, end in the 
hearing of the king, and dhecin, 1 his difeourfe 
to the altar, laid flics: Vl God loietels that 
there fliall he a certain nun oi the fotiilv of 
David, Jehah by name, who if 1a! 1 hay upon, 
thee thofe f.dfc pricfls that iludl live at that 
; time, and upon thee ilia'll hum the hones of 
| thofe deceivers of the people, thole impoilow; 

I and wicked wretches. However, that this peo¬ 
ple may believe that theie things dial! Io cenw 
to pals, I foretci a lign to them that fhall alio 
come to pafs ; This altar fhall he broken to 

piece; 

L’ffer Jordan, i, hardly certain e\un in Jobber. LhnteV, 
though the Litter account be the moll pn! ! M >u.. 
ever, the noubern idol,(trout call, let up tn jt i >■ or:, 
was where Little Jordan fell into (Jre.'t jonlao, near .. 
place called D.ibhntt, as Jofephus clfevKic iuturms r. 
Of the War, B. IV. chap. i. « 1. Sec t s note ti.erc. 
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pieces immediately, and all the fat of the fieri- 
fices that is upon it ftuill be poured upon the 
ground.” When the prophet had faid this, 
Jeroboam fell into a pallion, and ftrctched out 
his hand, and bid them lay bold of him ; but 
that hand which lie ilretched out was enfeebled, 
and he was not able to pull it in again to him; 
for ft was become withered, and hung down, 
as it i’: were a dead hand. I he altar alio was 
broken to pieces, and all that was upon it was 
poured out, as the prophet had foretold ihouid 
come to pals. So the king undcrllood that lie 
was a man of veracity, and had a divine lore- 
knowledge ; and intreated him to pray unto 
God that he would re (fore his right hand. Ac¬ 
cordingly the prophet did pray to God to grant 
him that rcspicil. So the king having his hand 
recovered to its natural ftate, rejoiced at it, and 
united the pro]diet to tup with him ; hut Jadon 
faid. Tint “ he could not endure to come into 
his houfe, nor to talk* of bread or water in this 
dty, for that was a thing God had forbidden 
him to do ; as alio to go back by the fame way 
which he came, hut he faid be was to return 
by another wav.” So the king wondered at 
the abilin.'ncc of the man, but was himlelf in 
feir, as fill peeling a change of his affairs for 
the worfe, from what had been faid to him. 
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no; was bed-; id;, by real on oi the infirmities oi 
eh! age ; However, he war. informed h} his tons 
eoiu'oi ui;ig- the propiit t that was come from 
knock m, ami conwnrng the hgns done by 
when Jeroboam s right hand 
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11 had been enfeebled, at the prophet’s prayer 
he had it revived again. WhereuponmtNH&w 
afraid, that this Granger and prophet fhould be 
in better efieein with the king than himfelf 
and obtain greater honour from him ; and he 
gave order to his Ions to faddle his als piefent- 
ly, and make all ready, that he might «go out. 
Accordingly they made hade to do what they 
were commanded ; and he got upon the als, and 
followed after the prophet ; and when he bad 
overtaken him, as he was refling himlelf under 
a very large oak -tig. bat was thick and lliaely, 
he at full falutcd him, but prefently he ce in- 
plained of him, becaule he had not come into 
Ins houfe, and partaken of Ids hofpitality. And 
; when the other faid, That “ God had forbid- 
! den him to talle of any one’s provilion in that 
city,” he replied. That “ for certain God had 
not forbidden that 1 fhould let food before 
thee ; for 1 am a prophet as thou art, and wow 
fhip God in the fame manner that thou doll, 
and I am now come as lent hv him, in or¬ 
der to bring thee into my houfe, and male - 
thee my gucfl.” Now Jadon gave credit to 
this lying prophet, and returned back with 
1 him. But when they were at dinner, and 
were merry together, God appeared to Jadon, 
and faid, That “ he fhould 1 idler puriilhment 
for tranlgrelling his commands : and he told 
him what that punilhment fhould he ; for he 
faid, that he ihouid meet with a lion as he 
was going on his way, by which lion he 
fhould he torn in pieces, and he deprived of 
burial in the fepulchres of his fathers.” Which 
things came to pals, as I luppofe, according 
to tlie will of God, that fo Jeroboam might 
not give heed to the words of jadon, as of 
one that had been convided of lying. How¬ 
ever, as Jadon was again going to Jcrufalerh, 
a lion aflaukcd him, and pulled him off the 
beaff he rede on, and flew him ; yet did lie 
; not at all hurt the als, but fat by him, and 
jj kept him, as alio the prophet’s body. This 
' continued, till ionic travellers that law it came 
and told if in the city to the falfe prophet, 
who lent his fons, and brought the body unto 

the 
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. the city, and made a funeral for him at great 
“tfxpc^e. He alfo charged his fons to bury 
Tumlelf with him ; and laid, That “ all which 
he had foretold againft that city, and the altar, 
v alul priefts, and falfe prophets, would prove 
vtrue ; and that if he were buried with him, he 
jfimuld receive no injurious treatment after his 
death, the bones not being then to be diftin- 
guifhed afunder.” But now, when he had per¬ 
formed thofe funeral rites to the prophet, and 
had given that charge to his fons, as he was a 
wicked and an impious man, he goes to Je¬ 
roboam, and lays to him, “ And wherefore is 
it now that thou art dilturbed at the words of 
this filly fellow ?” And when the king had 
related to him what had happened about the 
altar, and about his own hand, and gave him 
the names of a divine man, and an excellent 
prophet, lie endeavoured, by a wicked trick, to 
weaken that his opinion, and, by ufing plaufi- 
ble words concerning what had happened, he 
aimed to injure the truth that was in them ; 
for he attempted to perfuade him, That “ his 
hand was enfeebled by the labour it had under¬ 
gone in fupporting the facrifices, and that upon 
its rclling a while it returned to its former nature 
again ; and that as to the altar, it was but new, 
and had borne abundance of iacriiic.es, and thofe 
large ones too, and was accordingly broken to 
pieces, and fallen down by the weight of what | 
had been laid upon it.” He alfo informed him of 
the death of him that had foretold thofe things, 
and how he perifhed ; [whence lie concluded 
that] he had not any thing in him of a pro¬ 
phet, nor fpake any thing like one. When lie 
had thus fpoken, he perfuaded the king, and 
entirely alienated his mind from God, and from 
doing works that were righteous and holy, and 
encouraged him to go on in his impious prac¬ 
tices : * And accordingly he was to that degree 

* How much a larger and bolter copy Jofophus had in 
tLis remarkable hiftory of the true prophet of Judea, and 
his concern with Jeroboam, and with the falfe prophet of 
Bethel, than our other copies have, is evident at full 
tight. 'The prophet’s very name, 1 Jatlon , or as the Con- 
thtutions call him, Sldonins, is wanting in our other co¬ 
pies ; and it is there, with no little abfurdity, faid, that 
Cod revealed Jadon, the true prophet’s death, not tohim- 


injutious to God, and fo great a traufgrcOor, 
that he fought for nothing clfe everyday but 
bow he might be guilty of fume new inflanccs 
of wiekednefs, and furh as humid be more de- 
teftable than what he had been fo infolent as 
to do before. And fo much fha!I at prefent 
fuilice to have faid concerning Jeroboam. 


C H A r. X. 

Concerning Re hobo am ; and how Cod irtfliftcil 
Punijhmcnt upon him for hit impiety by Shi- 
Jhak [ King of Egypt {. 

§ i.XTOW Rehoboam, the for. of Solomon, 
-L^i who, as we faid before, was king of 
the two tribes, built ilrong and large cities, Beth¬ 
lehem, and Etam, and Tekoa, and Betlvzur, 
and Shoco, and Adullam, and Ipan, and Ma- 
refha, and Ziph, and Adoraim, and Eaehifh, 
and Azekah, and Zorah, and Aiialon, and 
Hebron : Tilde lie built full of ah in the tribe 
of Judah. He alfo built other large cities in 
the tribe of Benjamin, and walled them about, 
and put garriions in them all, and captains, and 
a great deal ol corn, and wine, and oil; and he 
funbilled every one ol’ them plentifully with 
other provilimis that were neccffary for lulte- 
nancc : Moreover, he put therein Ihields, and 
fpears, for many ten thoulaml men. Tlie 
priells alfo that were in all Ifrael, and the Le- 
vites, and if there were any of the mulrifud : 
that were good and righteous men, they gather¬ 
ed themfelves together to him, having left their 
own cities, that they might worlliip God in Jo- 
rufalem ; for they were not willing to be for¬ 
ced to worlliip the heifers which Jeroboam had 
made, and they augmented the kingdom of 
Rehoboam for three years. And alter lie hid 

mar- 

fcf as here, hut to the fa!'fc prophet . Whether the parti¬ 
cular account of the arguments made ufe of, ifi. r ill, by 
the falfe prophet agunit his own belief, .me. his own eon- 
feiencc, in order to perfuade Jeroboam to perf’evete in hi- 
idolatry and wiekednefs, than which more piano 1 !■ honlit 
not be invented, was intimated in Jofephus’, ,i:oy, or in 
foine other ancient hook, cannot now be da; limw d : out 
other copies l..y not one word ol it. 

4- A 
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married a woman of his own kindred, and had 
by her three children horn to him, he married I 
alio another of his own kindred, who was 
daughter of Abfalom, by Tamar, whofe name 
was Maachah , and by her he had a fon, whom 
Ire named Alnjah. lie had moreover many 
other children by other wives ; but he loved 
Maachah above them alb Now he had eigh¬ 
teen legitimate wives, and thirty concubines ; 
and he had horn to him twenty-eight ions, and 
threescore daughters: hut he appointed Abijah, 
whom he had by Maachah, to be his iucceflor 
in the kingdom ; and intruded him already 
with the treufurcs and the ftrongeft cities. 

2.-Nov; l cannot but think, that the great- 
nets of a kingdom, and its change into prolpe- 
riry, often becomes the occahon of mifehief 
and of tranfgreflion to men ; i'or when Reho- 
hcain faw that his kingdom was lo much' in- 
created, lie went out of the right way unto 
unrighteous and irreligious practices, and he 
defpiled the worfhip oi God, till the people ! 
thernfelves imitated his wicked addons ■ for fo 
it ufually hapjiens, that the manners of ful>- 
jefts are corrupted at the lame time with thofe 
of their governors, which labjecis then lay a- 
fide their own h•iier way pf living, as a re¬ 
proof of their governors intemperate courfes, 
and follow their wickeduds, as if it were 
virtue ; for it is not poll? sic to fhew that men 
approve of the aclions of their kings, unleJs 
they do the fame actions v, idi them. Agree¬ 
ably whereto it row happened to the fubjctfls 
of Rchoboam ; for whin he was grown im¬ 
pious, and a tranfgreilor hiinlelf, they en¬ 
deavour ed not *o offend him by reiolving Hill 
to he righteous: But God lent Shifhak, king 
of Egypt, to punii.h them for their uniuft be¬ 
haviour towards him ; concerning whom He- ! 
rodotus was mUlakcn, and applied his actions 
to Seloliris ; for this * Shifhak, in the fifth 
year of the reign of Rehubonm, made an ex¬ 
pedition [into jluleaj with many ten thoufand 
men ; for he had one lliorJard two hundred 

■* Th..t riii: d,,;:l:dv v.'as net the lame pc;fon with the 
tr»;r.»u« Pcfoliris, .is fome have very late!), in conlr.al'f- 
i i„- all ..:ir.yi‘v,. fuppefe.l, and that ear jG-phin did 


OF THE JEWS. 

chariots in number that followed him, and 
thrcefcore thoufand horfemen, and fourthun- f 
dred thoufand footmen : Thcfc he brougtff- 
with him, and they were the greatefl part of 
them Lyhians and Ethiopians. Now therefore 
when he fell upon the country of the He¬ 
brews, he took the ftrongeft citic.s of Reh: 
beam’s kingdom without fighting; ancl when 
he had put garrifons in them, he came lafl of 
all to Jcrufalcm. 

p Now when Rchoboam, and the multi¬ 
tude with him, were Unit up in Jerufalem by 
the means of the army of Shifhak, and when 
they hefought God to give them victory and 
deliverance, they could not perfuade God to 
he on their fide : But Shemaiah the prophet 
told them, that God threatened to forfake 
them, as they had tliemfelves forlaken his wor- 
fliip. When they heard this, they were im¬ 
mediately in a confternation of mind, and fee¬ 
ing no way of deliverance, they all earnclllv 
fet tliemfelves to confcfs that God might jullly 
overlook them, fince they had been guilty oi 
impiety towards him, and had let his laws lie 
in conl'ufion. So when Cod faw them in that 
difpohtion, and that they acknowledged their 
fins, he told the prophet, that he would not 
defi.roy them, but that he would however 
j make them fervants to the Egyptians, that they 
may learn, whether they will fufier lefs by 
ferving men or God. So when Shifhak liad 
taken the city without fighting, becaufe Re- 
hoboam was afraid, and received him into it, 
yet did not Shifhak Hand to the covenants he 
had made, but lie fpoiled the temple, and 
J emptied the treafures of God, and thofe of the 
| king, and carried off innumerable fei 
finds of gold and iilvcr, and left noth’ 
behind him. He alfo took away tl >i. 
of gold, and the Aiields which Solomon v 
king had made : nay, he did not leave the 
■ golden quivers which David had taken from 
the king of Zohali, and had dedicated to God . 

And 

no' t;,Vc him to be the fame as they pretend, btu that Sc- 
j foftns v.-.c many centalics ciniier than Shilhak, fee Au- 
tliCll. He. C res, pat! 11. p IC24- 


..oi: 



Chap. VII. 


281 


ANTI Q_UIT I E 

And when he had thus done, lie returned to 
*hLs owb kingdom. Now Herodotus of Hali- 
dlftt'anus* mentions this expedition, having only: 
miftuken the king’s name ; and [in faying that] 
hw made war upon many other nations alfo, 
and brought Syria of l’aleftine into fubjedtion. 
It'’took the men that were therein prifoners 
without lighting. Now it is manifeft, that he 
intended to declare that our nation was fub- 
dued by him ; for he faith, That “ he left bc- 
hind him pillars in the land of thofe that cleli- 
vcred themfelves up to him without fighting, 
and engraved upon them the fecret parts of wo¬ 
men.” Now our king Rehoboam delivered up 
our city without lighting. He fays withal. 
That “ * the Ethiopians learned to circumcife 
choir pr.ivy parts from the Egyptians, with this 
addition, that the Phenicians and Syrians that 
live in Pal chine confcfs that they learned it of 
the Egyptians.” Yet it is evident, that no other 
of the Syrians that live in Palelline, h elides us 
alone, are circumcifed ; but as to iuch matters, 
let every one fpeak what is agreeable to his own 
opinion. 

4. When Shifhak was gone away, king Re¬ 
hoboam mane bucklers and Ihields ol brais, in- 
ftead of thole of gold, and delivered the fame 
number of them to the keepers of the king’s 
palace : So inftead of warlike expeditions, and 
that glory which refults from thole public ac¬ 
tions, he reigned in great quietnefs, though not 
without fear, as being always an enemy to Je¬ 
roboam ; and he died when he had lived fifty- 
feven years, and reigned leventccn. He was 
in his difpofition a proud and a foolifh man, 
and loft [part of] his dominion by not heark¬ 
ening to his father’s friends. He was buried 

Ierodotus, a:, here quoted by Jofcphus, anil as this 

e Hill Hands in his prclent copies, 15 . II. chap. civ. 

1;, Tlv.it “ the Phenicians and Syrians in Pulelbne 

‘ :h laft are generally fuppofed to denote the Jews] 
owned their receiving circumciiion from the Egyptians;” 
whereas it is abundantly evident, that the Jews received 
their circumcif on from the patriarch Abraham, Gen. xvii. 

' )t , _14. John vi. 12, it,- as I conclude the Egyptian priclls 

thcinfelves d-d alfo. It is not therefore very unlikely that 
Herodotus, bccaufe the Jews had lived long in Egypt, 
and can- nlId it circumcifed, did thereupon think they 
}:aJ learned lii.u circumciiion in Egypt, and fad it not be- 
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in Jerufalcm, in the fepulchrcs of the kings j 
and his Ion Abijah luct eeded him in the king¬ 
dom, and this in the eighteenth year of Jcro- 
' hoam’s reign over the ten tribes: And this was- 
I the conclulion of tliel’e affairs. It muff lie 
j now our bufmefs to relate the affairs of Jero¬ 
boam, and how he ended his life ; lor he eeaf- 
j ed not, nor rolled to be injurious to God, but 
every day railed tip altars upon high mfmn- 
j tains, and went on making priclls out of the 
multitude. 


C H A P. XL . 

Concerning the Death of a Son of Jeroboam, 
How 'Jeroboam was beaten by jlbijah , who 
died a little afterward ,, and was fucceeded 
in his Kingdom by Ylfa. Ylnd alfo how, af¬ 
ter the Death of Jeroboam, Baajha defrayed 
his Sqti.Nadab, and all the lloujc of Jero¬ 
boam. 

§ I. T T OWEVER Got!-was in no long time 
il A. ready to return Jeroboam’s wicked 
adtions, and the punifhmcnt they deferved upon 
his own head, and upon the heads of all his 
houfe : And whereas a fon of his lay lick at 
that time, who was called Jlbijah , he enjoined 
his wife to lay aftdc her robes, and to take the 
garments belonging to a private perfon, and to 
go to Abijah the prophet, for that he was a won¬ 
derful man in foretelling futurities, it having 
been he who told me that I fhould be king. 

1 He alfo enjoined her, when 1 he came to him, 
j to enquire concerning the child, as if lire were 

I a Rranger, whether lie fhould deape this dif- 
1 T 1 

I temper 

J 

lore, blinetbo, iPc- famous Egyptian rLcon-vf mcr .nd 
liifloiian, vim knew thclnliory oi Lis own coiniti y mud; 
iK-tter than Ilciodotus, complains frequently of his mif- 
; takes about thcii at? ail s, 2:. ddtgs jofcphus .mote than once 
in this chapter: Nor indeed docs Herodotus feem at all 
acquainted with the ail.ms, ol the Jews, j.u a-, he never 
names them, fo little or nothing of what he fays about 
them, their country, or maritime cities (two ;,f which hr 
1 alone mentions, C.idytis and Jcnyfm) pnucs true; no/ 
indeed do tlicrc aj.oca: to haw on Icon any L< ,h ose 
j cn their coait. 
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temper. So flic did as her hufband bad her ; mourned for the death of her fbn that was juft 
and changed her habit, and came to the city at hand. She was indeed in a milerable cop 
Shiloh, for there did Ahijah live : And as flic dition at the unavoidable mifery of his cfdJftn 
was going into his houfe, his eyes being then and went apace, but in clrcumftances very un- 
dim with age, God appeared to him, and in- fortunate, bccaule of her fon ; for the greats 
formed him of two things, that the wife of hafte flic made, fhe would the fooner fee he: 
Jeroboam was come to him, and what anfwer fon dead, yet fhe was forced to make Inch k T; 
lie fhould make to her enquiry. Accordingly on account of her hufba ul. Accordingly, whe 
as the woman was coming into the houfe, like fhe was come back, fhe found that the child ha 
a private perfon, and a ftranger, he cried out, given up the ghoft, as the prophet had laid 
“ Come in, O thou wife of Jeroboam : Why and fhe related all circumftances to the king, 
concealcft thou thyfelf ? Thou art not conceal- 2. Yet did not Jeroboam lay any of the! 
ed from God, who hath appeared to me, and things to heart, but he brought together a vei 
informed me that thou waft coming, and hath numerous army, and made a warlike expedi 
given me in command what 1 fhall fay to thee.” tion againft Ahijah, the fon of Rehoboam, win 
So he laid, That fhe fhould go away to her had fuccecded his father in the kingdom of th< 
hufband and fpeak to him thus : “ Since I made two tribes, for he defpifed him bccaule of-his age 
thee a great man when thou waft little, or But when he had heard of the expedition <> 
rather waft nothing, and rent the kingdom Jeroboam, he was not affrighted at it, but pro- 
from the houfe of David, and gave it to thee, j ved of a courageous temper of mind, fuperior 
and thou haft been unmindful of thele-benefits, both to his youth, and to the hopes of his cue- 
haft left off my worlhip, haft made thee molten my; fo he chofe him an army out of the two 
gods, and honoured them, I will in like man- tribes, and met Jeroboam, at a place called mount 
nor call thee down again, and will deftroy all Zcviarahn^ and pitched his camp near the others, 
thy houfe, and make them food for the dogs 1 and prepared every thing neocfkiry for the light, 
and the fowls; for a certain king is riling up, His army confifted of four hundred thoufand, 
by my appointment, over all this people, who but the army of Jeroboam was double to it. 
fhall leave none of the family of Jeroboam re- Now as the armies flood in array, ready for ac~ 
maining. The.multitude alfo fhall themfelvcs tion and dangers, and were jull going to fight, 
partake of the fame punifhment, and fhall he Ahijah flood upon an elevated place, and bec- 
caft out of this good land, and fhall be fealter- koning with his hand, lie delired the multitude, 
ed into the places beyond Euphrates, bccaule and Jeroboam himielf, to hear full with filence 
they have followed the wit ked practices of their what he had to fay: And when filence was 
king, and have worlliipped tiie gods that he made, he began to fpeak, and told them, “ God 
made, and foriaken my fact ilices. But tlo thou, had contented that David and his pofterity fliould 
O woman, mak e hafte back to thy huband, and j be their rulers for all time to come, and this you 
tell him this mcli'agc ; but thou ihalt then find : yourlelvcs are not unacquainted with: But I 
thy fon dead, for as thou entcrcft the city lie j cannot hut wonder how you fhould forfake my 
fhall depart this life; yet fhall lie he buiied father, and join yourfclvcs to his fervant Jcro- 
witli the lamentation of all the multitude, and beam, and are now here with him to light 
honoured with a general* mourning, for he is againft thole who, by God’s own determination, 
the only perfon of goodnefs of Jeroboam’s fa- are to reign, and to deprive them of that do- 
mily.” 'When the prophet had foretold thefe minion which they have flill retained ; for as to 
events, the woman v ent Inllily away with a the greater part of it, Jeroboam is unjuftly in 
difordered mind, and greatly grieved at the poffefhon of it. However, I do not fuppofe 
death of the fore-named child : So the was in ! he will enjoy it any longer ; but when he hath 
lamentation as the went along the road, and j fuffered 



Chap. 


ANTI QJJ ITIE 

CufFered that punifhment which God thinks due 
thdiidi for what is part, he will leave off the 
tranfgreflions he hath, been guilty of, and the 
injuries he hath offered to him, and which he 
hath ftill continued to offer, and hath perfuaded 

f ou to do the fame; yet when you were not 
ny farther unjuftly treated by my father, than 
that he did not fpeak to you fo as to pleafe you, 
and this only incompliance with the advice of 
wicked men, you in anger forfook him, as you 
pretended, but in reality you withdrew your- 
Iglves from God,* and from his laws, although 
it had been right for you to have forgiven a 
man that was young in age, and not ufed to 
govern people, not only foine difagreeable words, 
but if his youth and his unfkilfulnefs in affairs 
had led him into fome unfortunate adlions, and 
that for the lake of his father Solomon, and 
the benefits you received from him; for men 
Ought to excule the fins of polterity, on account 
of the benefactions of parents: but you con- 
hdered nothing of all this then, neither do you 
conlider it now, but come with fo great an 
army again ft us. And what is it that you de¬ 
pend upon fur victory ? Is it upon thefe golden 
heifers, and the altars that you have on high 
places, which are demonftrations of your im¬ 
piety, and not of religious worfhip ? Or is it 
the exceeding multitude of your army which 
gives you fuch good hopes ? Yet certainly there 
is no ftrength at all in an army of many ten 
thoufands when the war is unjuft ; for we ought 
to place our fureft hope of fuccefs againft our 
enemies in rightcoufnels alone, and in piety to¬ 
wards God ; which hope wc jullly have, fmee 
we have kept the laws from the beginning, and 
have worthipped our own God, who was not 
made by hands out of corruptible matter; nor 
was he formed by a wicked king, in order to 

'* This is a ft range exprefiion in Jofephus, that God is his 
rrcti Ki'orhma'-'Jhipy or that he made himfdj contrary to com¬ 
mon fenfe, ami to catholic Chriilianity : Perhaps he only 
means, that he was made by one, hut was unoriginated. 

f By this terrible and perfectly unparalleled (laughter 
of five hundred thou fund men of the newly idolatrous and 
rebellious ten tribes, God’s high difpleafure and indigna¬ 
tion agf.mfl. lint idolatry and rebellion fully appeared, the 
remainder were thereby ferioufly cautioned not to per fill j 

No. XIII. 
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deceive the multitude, hut who is * hjs own 
workmanlliip, and the beginning and end of 
all things. I therefore give you eouniel even 
now to repent, and to take better advice, and 
to leave off the profecution of the war ; and to 
call to mind the laws of your country ; and to 
reded what it hath been that hath advanced 
you to fo happy a ftate as you arc now in.” 

3. This was the fpcech which Abijah made 
to the multitude, But while he was fti!! ipcak- 
ing, Jeroboam lent fome of his foldiers private¬ 
ly to encompafs Abijah round about, on cer¬ 
tain parts of the camp that were not taken 
notice of; and when he was thus within the 
compafs of the enemy, his army was affright¬ 
ed, and their courage failed them; but Abijah 
encouraged them, and exhorted them to place 
their hopes on God, for that he was not eu- 
compaffed by the enemy. So they all at once 
emplored the divine affiftance, while the pried ■> 
founded with the trumpet, and they made a 
thout, and fell upon their enemies, and Go d 
brake the courage, and call down the force of 
their enemies, and made Abijah’s army lupc- 
rior to them, for God vouchfafed to grant them 
a wonderful and very famous viflory; and 
fuch a j' daughter was now made of Jeroboam .< 
army, as is never recorded to have happened 
in any other war, whether it were of the Greeks, 
or of the Barbarians ; for they overthrew [and 
flew] five hundred thoufand of their enemies, 
and they took their ftrongeft cities by force, 
and fpoiled them ; and beiidcs thofe, they did 
the fame to Bethel and her towns, and Jcflia- 
nah and her towns. And after this defeat, Je- 
j roboam never recovered himfelf during the life 
of Abijah, who yet -did not long furvive; lot 
J he reigned but three years, and was buried in 
j Jcru- 

in them, ami a kind of balance or equilibrium was made 
between the ten and the two tribes for the time to come, 
while otherwife the perpetually idolatrous and n.hclliouG 
ten tribes would naturally have been too powoiful for the 
two tribes, which were pretty frequently free both fiom 
fuch idolatry and rebellion ; nor is there any rcafon to 
doubt of the truth of this prodigious number flair. ujGa 
fo fignal an occafion. 

4 B 
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Jerufalem, in the. fepulchres of his forefathers, ji ills kingdom, and cyt off whatfeever was wick-; 
He left behind him twenty-two fons, and fix- ed' therein,-and purified it from every inipwjiy 4 
teen daughters ; and he had affo rhofe child.- Now he had an army of chofen men that were 


ren by fourteen wives; and Afa his fon fuc- 
ceeded in the kingdom ; and the young man’s 
mother was Michaiah. Under his reign the 
country of the llraelites enjoyed peace for ten 
years. 

5. And fo far concerning Abijah, the fon of 
Rehoboam, the fon of Solomon, as his hiftory 
hath come down to us: But Jeroboam, the 
king of the ten tribes, died when he had govern¬ 
ed them two and twenty years ; whole fon Na- 
dab fucceeded liim, in the fecond year of the 
reign of Afa. Now Jeroboam’s fon governed 
two years, and reiemblcd his father in impiety 
and wickednefs. In thefe two years he made 
an,expedition.againft Gibbethon, a city of the 
Philiftinee, and continued the fiege in order to 
take it; but he was confpired againft, while he 
•was there, by a friend of his, whole name was 
Baa/ha, the ibn of Ahijah, and was fiain; which 
Baafha took the kingdom after the other’s death, 
and deftroyed the whole houfe of Jeroboam. 
It alfct came to pafs, according as God had fore¬ 
told, that feme of Jeroboam’s kindred that died 
in the city were tom to pieces and devoured by 
dogs, and that others of them that died in the 
fields were torn and devoured by the fowls. 
So the houfe of Jeioboam luffered the juft pun- 
iihment of his impiety, and of his wicked ac¬ 
tions. 


armed with targets and fpears ; out of the tribe 
of Judah, three hundred thousand, and out of 
the tribe of Benjamin, that bore filters, and - 
drew bows, two hundred and fifty thoufand. 
But when he had already reigned ten years, 
Zerah, king of * Ethiopia, made an expedition 
againft him, with a great army, of rvkfe hun¬ 
dred thoufand footmen, and one hundred thou¬ 
fand horfemen, and three hundred chariots. 
and came as far as Marelhah, a city that belong¬ 
ed to the tribe of Judah. Now when Zerah 
had paffed fo far with his own army, Afa met 
him, and put his army in array over againft him, 
in a valley called Zephathah , not far from the 
city ; and when he faw the multitude of the 
Ethiopians, he cried out, and befought God to 
give them the victory, and that he might kill 
many ten thoufands of the enemy : “ For, laid 
he, I depend on nothing elfe but that affiftante 
which I expedt from thee : which is able to 
make the fewer fuperior to the more numerous, 
and the weaker to the ftronger ; and thence it 
is alone that 1 venture to meet Zerah, and fight 
him.” 

2. While Afa was faying this, Cod gave 
him afignal of victory, and joining battle cheer¬ 
fully on account of what God had foretold a- 
bout it, he flew a great many of the Ethiopi¬ 
ans, and when he had put them to flight, he 
purfued them to the country of Gerar: And 


CHAP. XII. 


Now Zerah , King of the Ethiopians , was beaten 
by Afa : and how Afa , upon Baafha s making 
War againf him, invited the King of the Da¬ 
rn af e ns to afftf him-, at A how, 0/1 the De¬ 
ft ruBion of the Houfe of BaaJha , Zimr't got 
the Kingdom, as did bis Son Ahab after him. 


§. 1 TVT O W Afa, the king of Jerufalem, was 
JL™ of an excellent character, and had a 
regard to God, and neither did nor defigned 
any thing but what-had relation to the obferva- 
tion of the laws. He made at reformation of 


when they left off killing their enemies, they 
betook themfelves to fpoiling them (for the 
city Gerar was already taken) and to fpoiling 
their camp; fo that they carried off much gold, 
and much filver^ and a great deal of [other] 
prey, and camels, and great cattle, and flock 
of ftteep. Accordingly, when Afa and his arm 
had obtained fuch a vi&ery, and fuch weak 
from God, they returned to Jerufalem. No- 
as they were coming, a prophet, whofe name 
was Azariah , met them on the road* and bad 
them flop their journey a little; and began to 
fay to them thus: That “ the reafon why they 

had 


The reader is to remember, that Cujh is not Ethiopia but Arabia. See Eochart, B. IV. ch. ii. 
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.had obtained this vi&ory from God was this, 
>}v t tiicy had fhewn themfelves righteous and 
r< Ugious men, and had done every thing ac- 
« rding to the will of God: that therefore,, he 
feid, if they perfevered therein, God' would 
. grant jJbat they fhonld always overcome their 
''enemies, and live happily; but that if they left 
of his worfhip, all things (hall fall out on the 
coqtrary ; and, * a time fhould come, where¬ 
in no^wue prophet fhall be left in your whole 
multitude, nor a prieft who lhall deliver you 
a true anfwer from the oracle; but your cities 
/hall be overthrown, and your nation fcattered 
over the whole earth, and live the life of 
flrangersand wanderers.” So he advifed them, 
while they had time, to be good, and not to 
deprive themfelves of the favour of God. 
When the king and the people heard this, they 
rejoiced ; and all in common, and every one 
in particular, took great care to behave thlm- 
felvcs righteoully. The king alio lent fome to 
take care that thole in the country fhould ol>- 
lerve the laws alfo. 

3. And this was the date of Afa, king of 
the two tribes. I now return to Baafha, the 
king of the multitude of the lfraelites, who 
flew Nadab, the fcm of Jeroboam, and retain¬ 
ed the government. He dwelt in the city 
Tirzah, having made that his habitation, and 
reigned twenty-four years. He became more 
wicked and impious than Jeroboam or his fon. 
He did a great deal of mifehief to the multi¬ 
tude ; and was injurious to God, who fent the 
prophet Jehu, and told him before-hand, That 
M his whole family fhould be deftroyed, and 
that he would bring the fame miferies on his 
houfe which had brought that of Jeroboam to 
ruin, becaufe, when he had been made king 
by him, he had not requited his kindnefs, by 
governing the multitude righteoufly and reli- 
gioufly ; which things, in the firft place, tend¬ 
ed to their own happinefs, and in the next 
place, were pleating to God, that he had imi¬ 
tated this very wicked king Jeroboam ; and al¬ 
though that man’s foul had perifhed, yet did 

* Here is a very great error in our Hebrew copy in ttys 
place, a Chr. xvi. 3, 6. as applying what follows to times 
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he exprefs to the life his wickcdnefs ; and he 
laid, that he fhould therefore juflly experience 
the like calamity with him, fince he had been 
guilty of the like wickednefs.” But Baafha, 
though he heard before-hand what miferies 
would befal him, and his whole family, for' 
their infolent behaviour, yet did he not leave 
off his wicked practices for the time to come, 
nor did he care to appear to be other than 
worfe and worfe till he died ; nor did he then 
repent of his pall actions, nor endeavour to 
obtain pardon of God for them ; but did as 
thole do who have rewards propofed to them, 
when they have once in earned: let about their 
work, they do not leave off their labours ; for 
thus did Baafha, when the prophet foretold to 
him what would come to pals, grow worfe, as 
if what were threatened, the perdition of his 
family, and the defirudlion of his houfe (which 
arc really among the greateft of evils) were 
good things, and as if he were a combatant for 
wickcdnefs, he every day look more and more 
pains for it: And at lall he took his army, and 
affaultcd a certain confiderable city called Ra¬ 
ws! b, which was forty furlongs diflant from 
Jerufalem; and when he had taken it, he for¬ 
tified it, having determined before-hand tO' *’ 
leave a garrifon in it, that they might thence 
make exenrfions, and do mifehief to the king¬ 
dom of Ala. 

4. Whereupon Afa was afraid of the at¬ 
tempts the enemy might make upon him; and 
confidering with himfclf how many mifehiefs 
this army that was left in Ramah might do to 
the country over which he reigned, he lent 
ambafladors to the king of the Damafccns, with 
gold and filver, defiring his aflifhncc, and put¬ 
ting him in mind, that we have had a friend- 
ffiip together from the times of our forefathers. 

So he gladly received that film of money, and 
made a league with him, and broke the friend- 
fhip he had with Baafha, and lent the com¬ 
manders of his own forces unto the cities that 
wereunderBaafha’s dominion,and ordered them 

t) 

part, and not to times future, whence that text i; quite 
mifappiicd by Sir Ifaac Newton. 
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to do them mifchief. So they went and burnt 
fome of them, and fpoiied others, Ijon and Dan, 
and * Abel maim, and many others. Nov/ when 
the king of Ilrael heard this, he left off building 
and fortifying Ramah, and returned prefently 
to aflift his own people under the diftreffes they 
were in ; but Afa made ufe of the materials 
that were prepared for building that city, for 
building in the fame place two ftrong cities, the 
one of which was called Gcba , and the other 
M'nzpab : So that after this Baafha had no lei- 
fuve to make expeditions again ft Afa; for he 
was prevented by death, and was buried in the 
city Tirzah ; and Elah his fon too',:, the king¬ 
dom, who, when he had reigned two years, 
died, being treacheroufly flain by Zimri, the 
captain of half bis army ; for when be was at 
Ar/a, his Reward's hottfe, he perfuaded fome 
of the horfemcn that were under him to affault 
Elah, and by that means he llew him, when he 
was without his armed men and his captains ; 
for they were all bulled in the liege of Gib- 
bethon, a city of the Philiftines. 

5. When Zimri, the captain of the army, 
had killed Elah, he took the kingdom hiinfdf, 
and according to Jehu’s prophecy, llew all the 
houle of Baafha ; for it came to pals, that 
Raalha’s houfc utterly peiilhcd, on account of 
hi; impiety, in the bum manner as we have 
already deferibed the dellrudion of the houfc 
i t Jeroboam : But the army that was beficging 
Gibbcthon, wlscn they heard what had befal¬ 
len the king, and that when Zimri had killed 
him he had gained the kingdom, they made ! 
Omri their general king, who drew off his ar- 1 
my l\om C'ihbethon, and came to Tirzah, 1 
where the. roval palace was, and affuilted the 
city, and took it by force. But when Zimri , 
law thit the city !nd none to defend it, he fled I 
into the in m oft pait of the palace, and fet it 
on fire, and burnt himfelf with it, when he 

* Tin. si ,W or in Jofcpbud', copy, a! /lane, that 
bti-cits.' 1 'uu- In. 1 1 i Iu.u I, and bnrdcud on At country 
o; D ,u ileus, is uinpof u, b >tls b; } 1 util. .» and .'yanhomi, 
to b? the 1 ■ mt mi '• .//<</ or sib , v luncc . aom At .Lne- 
'lit', nuy b' tf.it city So denominat'd ivoi \ Ab.I the liph- 
4 < ,, tl . twn.’b, ootU' ' '.mj> (hs flies! dm > id v hi lb bb.od 
ii. At :c L >kl o! IhaJ, 1 u.'.tiunloir 
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had reigned only feven days. Upon which the, 
people of Ifrael were prefently divided, ' and 
part of them would have Tibni to be king, and 
part Omri; but when thofe that were for Om¬ 
ri’s ruling had beaten Timni, Omri reigned 
over all the multitude. Now it was An the 
thirtieth /car of the reign of Afa that Omri 
reigned for twelve years ; fix of thefe yeais be 
reigned in the city Tirzah, and the reft in she 
city called Sent a non, but named by tlveHreehi 
Samaria ; but he himfelf called it S warcott , 
from Semer, who fold him.- the mountain 
whereon he built it. Now Omri was no way 
different from thofe kings that reigned before 
him, but that he grew worfc than they ; for 
they all fought how they might turn the peo¬ 
ple away from God, by their daily wicked 
practices; and on that account it was that God 
made one of them to be flain by another, and 
that no one perfon of their families fhouki ie- 
main. This Omri alio died at Samaria ; and 
Abab bis fon fucceedcd him. 

6 . Now by tliefe events wc may learn what 
concern God hath for the affairs of mankind, and 
how he loves good men, and hates the wicked, 
and dcflroys them root and branch : for many 
of thefe kings of Ilrael, they and their fami¬ 
lies, were miferably deflroyed, and taken away 
one by another, in a fhort time, for their trani- 
greffion and wickcdnefs ; but Ala, who wa.s 
king of Jerufalem, and of the two tribes, at¬ 
tained, by God’s bleffing, a long and a bleffcd 
old age, for his piety and righteoufnefs ; and 
! died happily, when he had icigned forty and 
one yeais: and when he was dead, his fon 
Jehofhaphat fuccecded him in the government. 
He was born of Ala’s wile, Azubah. And ail 
-men allowed that he followed the works of 
.David bis forefather, and this both in courage 
] and piety ; but we are not obliged new to 
fpeak any more of the affairs of this king. 

S.moui’s wmds, at out the fatal war ant! over throw of Ju¬ 
dea by 'I itus and bis Roman army, f at upon you may utve 
all the ; i‘hti’cus IkedJ! id upon the /and, fi cm ihi blood bj righ¬ 
teous site! to the bleed rp '/..aUarws, f n of Bnuuhuj, avhttn 
he Jit'a br.avt.cn the ttnple r ml the uk< t\ Verily, I fay unto you. 
Ml V. a f’-lngs Jlrk (ttne upon this pm rata! , AJati. xriji. 
_,5, y . Luke si. yi. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

K Ifow Ahab, when he had taken fencin'l to 
Wife, became more wicked than all the Kings 
that had been before him. Of the A Elions of 
the Prophet Elijah ; and what brfel Naboth. 

t. TmTOW Ahab, the king of Ifrael, dwelt 
in Samaria, and held the govern¬ 
ment for twenty-two years; and made no al- ! 
t6-.">tion in thd conduit of the kings that were 
his predaceffors, but only in fuch things as 
were of his own invention for the worfe, and ! 
; n^ his mod gtofs wickednefs. He imitated j 
them in their wicked courfes, and in their in- j 
jurious beiiaviour towards God, and moll 
dpecially he imitated the tranfgrefhon of Jcro- 1 
boam ; for he worshipped the heifers that he j 
had made, and he contrived other abfurd ob¬ 
jects of worfhip bcfules thole heifers : he alio 
took to wife t!ie daughter of Ethbaal, king of j 
the Tyrians and Sidonhms, whole name was 
jnzcbrl, of whom he learned to worlhip her 
own gods. This woman was active and bold, 
and fell into fo great a degree of impurity and 
rnadnefs, that lire built a temple to the god of 
the Tyrians, which they call Belas, and plant¬ 
ed a grove of all forts of trees : fhe alfo ap- j 
pointed prictls and falfe prophets to this god. 
The king alfo himfelf had many fuch about 
him, and fo exceeded in rnadnefs and wicked- 
nefs all [the kings] that went before him. 

2. There was now a prophet of God Al¬ 
mighty, of Thefbon, a country in Gilead, 
that came to Ahab, and faid to him, That 
ci God foretold he would not fend rain nor 
dew in thofe years upon the country but when 
he fhould appear.” And when he had con¬ 
firmed this by an oath, he departed into the 
fouthern parts, and made his abode by a brook, 
out of which he had water to drink : for as for 
his food, ravens brought it to him every day : 
but when that river was dried up for want of 
rain, he came to Zarephalh, a city not far 
from Sidon and Tyre, for it lay between them, 
and this at tire command of God; for [God 
Void him] that he Humid there find a woman 
who v;as a widow, that Ihould give himfuften- 
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tcn.mce : So he came and lal 
fired her to hiing him feme; 

!)111 as flic was going iu to do, he 
and would have her bung i 
alfo : whereupon lite aiiinr 
Ihc had at home nothing moie 
ful of meal, and a little oil, and that (lie was 
going to gather (nine flicks, (hat the might 
knead it, and make bread for herlelf and her 
foil ; after which ihc faid, they tnufl peril)), 
and he confumcd by the famine, for they had 
nothing for thcmiclves any longer, j lcreupon 
he faid, “ Go on will) good com age, and 
hope for better things; ami hi A of all make 
me a little cake, and hiing it to me ; for l fnre- 
tel to thee, that this wiki < i meal, and thh 
cruHe of oil, (hall not iai!, until ( flxl lend rain.” 
When the prophet had laid lh;.~., flic car • c i-> 
him, and made him the I>efuriMj:tirn.d c, ’■. : 

1 of which fhe had part for hetieif, and g.r.m •! 1 
reft to her ion, and to the prophet alio ; m . 

; did any tiling ol thisfail until the drought 
Now Menander mentions this diow-ht >•. r. 

! account of the ads of Ethhar.l, king • f th - 
! Tyrians ; whore he fags wu : u Ihci-r hi , 
there was a want of rain fr< m the monih i i • - 
perbeiet.cus till tlie month Hyperhctci'cns ..} 
the year following ; but when 1:■; mad.* btn- 
plications, there came great thunders. /hi, 
Ethbaal built the city Ilofv-, in Plmnuli, and 
the city Au/.a in Lyhia.” Ily theft won;. he 
ilcfigned this want of rain that was in thy tkno 
of Alia!), for at that time it was th it bthhas.! 
alfo reigned over (he Tyrians, as Muumkr 
informs us. 

; 3. Now this woman, of whom we fpuJ :; . 

, before, that fuflained the prophet, when Her 
fon was fallen into a diflemper, til! he give up 
I the glioft, and appealed to he (k.uk can; * *0 tlie 
prophet, weeping and belling her hr.. A with 
her hands, and fending out fuch cxn Hh as 
her paflions dictated to her, and c..-mp! lined' 
4 G to 
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to him, that he had come to her to reproach 
her for. her tins, and that on this account it 
was ihit her fon was dead. But he bid her 
he of pood cheer, and d- liver her fon to him, 
h»r thin lie would driver him again to her 
alive. So when the had delivered her fon up 
to him, he earned him into an upper room, 
v here hr. himlcll lodged, and laid him down 
upon the bed, and erkd unto God, and laid, 
That il God had not done well in rewarding 
the woman who had entertained him, and 
inflamed him, by taking away her fon; and he 
prayed lh.it he would lend again the foul of 
the child into him, and bring him to life a- 
g.im,” Accoidingly God look pity on the 
mother, and was willing to gratify the pro¬ 
phet, that he might not teem to have come to 
her to do her a mifchiel ; and the child, be¬ 
yond ail exportation, came to life again. So 
the mother returned the prophet thanks, and 
laid, flic was then clearly fatisfied that God 
did concede with him. 

g. a little while Elijah came to 

king Ahab, according to Chad’s will, to inform 
him that rain was coming. Now the famine 
had hived upon the whole country, and theic 
was a great want of what was neceflary for 
iulU-nanct. ; infomuch, that it was not only 
men that wanted it, hut the earth alio, which 
did not produce enough lor the liortcs, and 
the <>ther beads, of what was ulehil lor them 
to iced on, by realm ct the drought: So the 
king called for <)l)adiah, who was ftewacd over 
his rank, and laid to him, That “ he would 
have lain go to the iount,bus oi water, and to 
the brook,, that it’ any herbs could Ire found 
for thorn, they might mow it down, and re¬ 
feree it for the benIIa.” And when he had 
tent pork)a,, all over the f habitable earth, to 

•’ p'f; pirns, in Iks pivf, :lt copies, fays, tint a little 
•u<hie after the r-rnvery of the widow’;; (on of Sarepta, 
(toil font r.un upon (fie c.iTiii j whereas, in our other 
copies, it is aft r many i Kings xv 1 il. i. Several 

■ytats arc alio intimated thorn, and in Jofephus, $ as 
belonging to this drought and famine-, nay, we have the 
exjm fs mention of the *klrd year, which 1 fuppofe was 
icokoned from the vectne.rv of the widow’s ton, and the 
t eating of this drought in Fhenicl.i (which, as Menander 


difeover the prophet Elijah, and they could 
not had him, he bid Obadiah accompany him r 
So it was refolved they fhould make a progrefs, 
and divide the ways between them, and Obatli- 
ah took one road, and the king another. Now 
it happened, that the fame time when queen 
■ jezebel flew the prophets, that this Gbhdiah 
had hidden an hundred prophets, and had fed 
them with nothing but bread and water. But 
when Obadiah was alone, and cblent from die 
king, the prophet Elijah met him ; and‘Obadi¬ 
ah afked him who he was ? and when lie 
had learned it from him, he vvorflnpped him 
Elijah then bid him go to the king and tell 
him, that I am here ready to wait on him. 
But Obadiah replied, “ What evil have I done 
to thee, that thou fendeft me to one who leek- 
cth to kill thee, and hath fought over all the 
earth for thee ? Or was he fo ignorant as not 
to know, that the king had left no place un¬ 
touched unto which he had not fent perfons to 
bring him hack, in order, if they could take 
him, to have him put to death ?” For he told 
him he was afraid left God fhould appear to 
him again, and he fhould g6 away into an¬ 
other place, and that when the king fhould 
fend him for Elijah, and lie fhould mils c>f 
him, and not he able to find him any where 
upon earth, he fhould he put to death. He 
deft red him therefore to take care of his 
prefervation ; and told him how diligently he 
had provided for thole of his own profeflion, 
and had laved an hundred prophets, when Je¬ 
zebel flew the reft of them, and had kept them 
concealed, and that they had been fuftained by 
him: But Elijah bid him fear nothing, but go 
to the king; and he allured him upon oath, 
that lie would certainly lhew himlelf to Ahab 
that very clay. 5. So 

informs ns here, lafLd one whole year:) And both our 
Saviour and St James affirm, that this drought failed m 
ail three years and fix months, as their copies of the Old 
Tcllamenf then informed them, Luke iv. 27. Jam. v. 17. 

-j jofephus here feems to mean, that this drought af¬ 
fected all the habitable ear/':, and prefentlv all the call!:, as 
our Saviour fays it was upon all th. earth, Luke iv. 2C 
They who rettrain theft expreiftons to the land if 'J-.dea. 
alone, go without fullicieut authority or example*. 
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So when Obadiah had informed the king 
fi ul t I^ijah was there, Ahub met him, and afk- 
cd him in anger, “ If he were the man that af- 
fii£ted the people of the Hebrews, and was the 
occalion of the drought they lay under ?” But 
Elijah", without any flattery, faid, That “ he 
was hiiufclf the man, he and his houfe, which j 
)>rought' fuch fad affiidtions upon them, and j 
tint by introducing ftrange gods into their conn- ; 
try, mid worftdpping them, and by leaving 
their own,, who was the only true God, and , 
having no manner of regard to him.” How- 
t mi, he bade him go his way, and gather to¬ 
gether all the people to him to mount Carmel, 
with his own prophets, and thofe of his wife, 
telling him how many there were of them, as 
alto the piophets of the groves, about four hun¬ 
dred in number. And as all the men whom 
Ahab lent for ran away to the fore-named 
mountain, the prophet Elijah flood in the midft 
of them, and faid, “ How long will you live 
thus in uncertainty of mind and opinion ?” He 
also exhorted them, that in eale they clleemed 
then own country god to be the true and the 
only God, they would follow him and his com¬ 
mandments j but in cafe they efleemed him to 
he nothing, but had an opinion of the ftrange 
gods, and that they ought to worfhip them, his 
counfel was that they fhould follow them. 
And when the multitude made no aufwer to 
what he faid, Elijah defired, that for a trial of 
the power of the ilrangc gods, and of their own 
God, he, who was his only prophet, while 
they had four hundred, might take an heifer, 
and kill it as a iacrilice, and lay it upon pieces 
of wood, and not kindle any fire, and that they 
fhould do the fame things, and call upon their 
own gods to let the wood on fire ; for if that 
ere done, they would thence learn the nature 
;f the true God. This 'propofal pleafed the 
people. So Elijah bid the prophets to chufe 
out an heifer firil, and kill it, and to call on 
their gods. But when there appeared no cflecl 
of the prayer or invocation of the prophets up¬ 
on their iacriiice, Elijah derided them, and 

* Mr ttpjnlu im talG notice here, that in the worfiiip 
of Mithra [the God el the l’erikuis] the priefls cut them- 
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hade them call upon their gods with a loud voice, 
foi they might either be on a journey or .Bleep ; 
and when tilde piophets had done lb ilo.n 
morning till noon, and 1 cut themlelves with 
iwonls and lances, according to the aillomsof 
their country, and he was about to offer hi fa- 
erifice, he bid [the prophets] go away, but bid 
[the people] come near, and obferve what lie 
did, left he fhould privately hide lire among' 
die pieces of wood : So upon the approach of 
the multitude, he took twelve Hones, one for 
each tribe of the people of the Hebrews, and 
built an altar with them, and dug a very deep 
trench ; and when he had laid the pieces of 
wood upon the altar, and upon them had laid 
the pieces of the facriliccs, he ordered them to 
nil four barrels with the water of the fountain, 
and to pour it upon the altar, till it ran over it, 
and till the trench was filled with the water 
poured into it. When he had done this, h<_ 
began to pray to God, and to invocate him to 
make manifeft his power to a people that had 
already been in an error a long time : upon, 
which words a lire came on a hidden from 
heavui, in the fight of the multitude, and fell 
upon the altar, and confumed the facrificc, till 
the very water was let on fire, and the place 
was become dry. 

C. Now when the Ifraelites faw this, they 
fell down upon the ground, and worfhipped 
one God, and called him tiie great and the on¬ 
ly true God; but they called the others mccr 
names, framed by the evil and wild opinions 
of men. So they caught their prophets, and, 
at the command of Elijah, flew them. Elijah 
alio faid to the king, that he fhould go to din¬ 
ner without any farther concern, for that in a. 
little time he would fee God fend them rain. 
Accordingly Ahab went his way : But Elijah 
went up to the higheft top of mount Carmel, 
and fat down upon the ground, and leaned his 
head upon his knees, and bade his fervant go 
up to a certain elevated place, and look to¬ 
wards the fea; and when he fhould fee a cloud 

riling 

felvcs in the fame manner as did tlicfe priett? in tijefr in- 
1 vocation oi liual [die God of the l'hcimnm-J 
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rifing any where, he fhould give him notice of 
if, for till that time the air had been clear. 
When the fervant had gone up, and had faid 
many times that he faw nothing, at the feventh 
time of his going up he faid, that he faw a 
{mail black thing in the fky, not larger than a 
man's foot. When Elijah heard that, he fent to 
Ahab, and defired him to go away to the city 
before the rain came down. So he came to 
the city Jezrcel; and in a little time the air was 
all obfcured, and covered with clouds, and a 
vehement ftorm of wind came upon the earth, 
and with it a great deal of rain : and the pro¬ 
phet was under a divine fury, and ran along 
with the king’s chariot unto Jezrecl, a city of 
* Izar [Ifachar.] 

7. When Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, under- 
ftood what figns Elijah had wrought, and how 
lie had flain her prophets, fhe was angry, and 
fent meffengers to him, and by them threaten¬ 
ed to kill him, as he had deftroyed her pro¬ 
phets. At this Elijah was affrighted, and fled 
to the city called Jiccr-Jhcba , which is lituated 
at the utmoft limits of the country belonging 
to the tribe of Judah, towards the land of E- 
dom ; and there lie left his fervant, and went 
away into the defart. He prayed alfo that he 
might die, for that he was not better than his 
fathers, nor need lie be very deiirous to live 
when they were dead ; and he lay and flept 
under a certain tree : and whdn fomebody 
awakened him, and he was rifen up, he found 
food let by him, and water ; fo when he had 
eaten, and recollected his llrength by that his 
i'ood, lie came to that mountain which is called 
Shaii, where it is related that Mofes received 
his laws from God ; and finding there a certain 
hollow cave, lie entered into it, and continued ^ 
to make his abode in it : but when a certain 
voice came to him, hut from whence he knew 
not, and afkedhim, Why he was come hither, 1 
and had left the city ?” lie faid, That “ becaufe j 
lie bad flain the prophets of the foreign gods, 
and had pertuaded the people that he alone, 

* For Izar we may here rend (with Hud Ton and Coc- 
reiub) Ifachar, i. c. of the tribe of Ifachar; for to that 
tribe did Jezrecl belong ; And prefcntly at the beginning 


whom they had worfhipped from the begin 
ning, was God, he was fought for by the kingl 
wife to be punifhed for fo doing.” And whei 
he had heard another voice, telling him that ht 
I fhould come out the next day into the open air 
and fhould thereby know what he was i® do 
he came out of the cave the next' dajr&ocord’ 
ingly, when he both heard an earthquake, ant 
faw the bright fplendor of a fire; and aftet a 
filence made, a divine noife exhorted hJpMlot 
to be difturbed with the circumftancQwft^ was in, 

! for that none of his enemies fhould have power 
over him. The voice alfo commanded him p-* 
return home, and to ordain Jehu, the fon of 
! Nimfhi, to be king over their own multitude ; 

• and Hazael, of Damafcus, to be over the Sy¬ 
rians ; and Elifha, of the city Abel, to he a 
prophet in his flead : and that of the impious 
multitude, feme fhould be flain by Hazael, and 
others by Jehu. So Elijah upon hearing this 
charge, returned into the land of the Hebrews. 
And when he found Elifha, the fon of Sha- 
phat, ploughing, and certain others with him 
driving twelve yoke of oxen, he came to him, 
and call his own garment upon him ; upon 
which Elifha began to prophefy prefcntly, and 
leaving his oxen, he followed Elijah. And 
when he defired leave to lalute his parents, 
Elijah gave him leave fo to do; and wdien he 
had taken his leave of them, he followed him, 
and became the difciple and the fervant of Eli¬ 
jah all the days of his life. And thus have I 
difpatched the affairs in which this prophet 
was concerned. 

8 . Now there was one Naboth, of the city 
I Izar [Jezreel] who had a field adjoining to that 
I of the king: .The king would have perfuaded 
him to fell him that his field, which lay fonear 
to his own lands, at what price he pleafed, 
that he might join fhem together, and make 
them one farm ; and if he would not accept of 
money for it, he gave him leave to chufe any 
i of his other fields in its ftead. But Naboth 

faid, 

; of $ 8. ;:$ alfo chap. xv. § 4. we may read for Izar, with 
I one MS nearly, and the feripture, Jczrecl; for that was 
| the city meant in the hiftory of Naboth. 
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faid,\ he would not do fo, but would keep the 
polleflion of that land of his own, which he 
had by inheritance from his father. Upon this 
the king was grieved, as if he had received an 
u'iury, when he could not get another man’s 
noHeh’on, -and would neither walh himfelf, 
lor tah.e any food: And when Jezebel afkcd 
dm what it was that troubled him ? and why 
a ' would neb her walh himfelf, nor eat either 
dinnei ?*• lupper ? he related to her the per- 
cer lends of Naboth; and how, when he had 
nade ule of gentle words to him, and Inch as 
were beneath the royal authority, he had been 
iffronted, und had not obtained what he defi¬ 
ed. However, fhe perfuaded him not to be 
:a(t down at this accident, but to leave off his 
'riel, and return to the ufual care of his body, 
or that lhe would take care to have Naboth 
aunilhed : And lhe immediately feat letters to 
.he rulers of the lfraclites [Jezreelites] in Ahab’s 
name, and commanded them to fall, and to 
aft’emblc a congregation, and to fet Naboth at 
the head of them, bceaufe he was of an illui- 
trious family, and to have three bold men rea¬ 
dy to bear wit nets that he had blafphcmed God 
and the king, and then to Hone him, and flay 
him in that manner. Accordingly, when Na¬ 
both had been thus tefliiied againfl, as the 
queen had written to them, that he had blat- 
phemed againfl God, and Ahab the king, and 
delired him to take pofieffion of Naboth’s vine¬ 
yard on free cofl. So Ahab w r as glad at what 
had been done, and role up immediately from 
the bed whereon he lay, to go to lee Naboth’s 
vineyard : But God had great indignation at it, 
and lent Elijah the prophet to the held of Na¬ 
both, to fpeak to Ahab, and to fay to him, 
That “ he had (lain the true owner of that 
field unjuftly.” And as foon as he came to 
him, and the king had laid, that he might do 
with him what he pleafed (lor he thought it a 
reproach to him to he thus caught in his fin) 
Elijah laid. That “ in that very place in which 

- * “The Jr-w; weep to this day (fays Jerom, here cited 
by Reland) and roll themfelver. upon f.ickcloth, in .1 flics, 
barefoot rp w fuch occafions,” To which Spanheim add-.. 
That <f; v t'.e fame manner, I'.jfmice, wh.cn his lii-e j 
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i the dead body of Naboth was eaten up by dogs, 
both his own blood, and that of bus wife, 
fhoidd be Ibed, and that all his family Ihoubi 
perilh, becaule lie had been lo inlolenllv wick¬ 
ed, and had llain a citizen unjuftly, and con¬ 
trary to the laws of h;s country.” Hereupon 
Ahab began to be lorry lor the things be bad 
done, and to repent of them, and he put on 
Iackcloth, and went ' barefoot, and would 
not touch any food : he alio confcifed his fins, 
and endeavoured thus to appcalc God. But 
God faid to the prophet. That “ while Ahab 
was living he would put oft’the pimilhmenr of 
his family, becaule he repented of thofc info- 
lent crimes he had been guilty of, lmt that ftill 
he would fulfil his threatening under Allah’s 
fon.” Which meftage the prophet delivered to 
the king. 


CHAR XIV. 

Hoiv Had ad. , Kino of Dam a feus and f Syria., 
made two Expeditious again/! Hbaby and 
was beaten. 

§ i. "IT THEN the affairs of Ahab were thus, 
V V at that very time the An ol Ha- 
dad [Benhadad] who was king of the Syrians 
and of Damaicus, got together an army out ot 
all his country, and procured thirty-two kings 
beyond Euphrates to he his auxiliaries ; So he 
made an expedition againil Ahab ; lmt becaule 
Allah’s army was not like that of Benhadad, 
he did not let it in array to fight him -, but 
having fhut up every thing that was in the 
; country in the llrongcll cities he had, he abode 
S in Samaria himlell ; for the walls about it weze 
! very llrong, and it appeared to he not eaiily to 
be taken in other rd'pedls alfo. So the king of 
Syria took his army with him, and came to Sa¬ 
maria, and placed his army round about the 
, city, and bellcged it. He alio lent an herald 

to 

was in danger, Hood af the the Oibmul of Floras !’ irc- 
foor." Of flic War. 15. It. chap. \v. t. 1 . c til a 
* of David, 2 Sain. av. 30. Antifj. !>• Vll < \> -p. is. A .. 
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to Ahab, and defired he would admit the am- 
bafladors he would fend him, by whom he 
would let him know his pleafure. So upon 
the king of Il'racfs permiffion for him to fend, 
thofe ambafladors came, and by their king’s 
command, fpake thus: “ That Ahab’s riches, 

and his children, and his wives, were Benha- 
dad’s, and if he would make an agreement, 
and give him leave to take as much of what 
he had as he pleafed, he would withdraw his 
army, and leave off the fiege.” Upon this 
Ahab bid the ambafladors to go back, and tell 
their king, that both he himlelf, and all that 
he hath, are his pofiedions. And when tliefe 
ambafladors had told this to Benhadad, he font 
to him again, and defired, fince he confefled 
that all he had was his, that he would admit 
thofe fervants of his which he would fend the 
next day; and he commanded him to deliver 
to thofe whom he fliould fend, whatfoever, upon 
their fcarching his palace, and the houles of 
his friends, and kindred, they fhould find to 
be excellent in its kind ; but that what did not 
ptcafe them they fhould leave to him. At this 
fccond ambaflage of the king of Syria, Ahab 
was furprifed, and gathered together the mul¬ 
titude to a congregation,and told them, “That 
for himfelf, he was ready, for their fafety and 
peace, to give up his own wives and children 
to the enemy, and to yield to him all his own 
pofieflions, for that was what the Syrian king 
required at his firfl ambaflage; but that now 
he defires to fend his fervants to fearch all their 
houles, and in them to leave nothing that is 
excellent in its kind, feeking an occafion of 
fighting againft him, as knowing that I would 
not fpare what is mine own for your fakes; 
but taking a handle from the difagreeable terms 
he offers concerning you, to bring a war upon 
us: However, I will do what'you fliall refolve 
is fit to be done.” But the multitude advifed 
him to hearken to none of his propofals, hut 
to defpife him, and be in readinefs to fight him. 
Accordingly, when he had given the ambafla¬ 
dors this anfwer to be reported, That “ lie fliil 
continued in the mind to comply with what 
terms he at firfl: defired, for the fafety of the 


OF THE JEWS. 

citizens; but as for his fecond defires, he cannot ^ 
fubmit to them,” he difmifled them. 

2. Now when Benhadad heard this, he had 
indignation, and fent ambafladors to Ahab the 
third time, and threatened, That “ his -\r' 
would raife a bank higher than thofe w- ’ 
confidence of whofe ftrength he defi 
and that by only each man of hi r 
an handful of earth hercbv 
of the great number of his ?. to 

affright him. Ahab anfwere. ought 

not to vaunt himfelf when he oy put on 

his armour, but when he ftioulu ave conquer¬ 
ed his enemies in the battle.” So the ambafla¬ 
dors came back, and found the king at fupper 
with his thirty-two kings, and informed him 
of Ahab’s anfwer; who then immediately gave 
order for proceeding thus : to make lines round 
the city, and raife a bulwark, and to profecute 
the fiege all manner of ways. Now as this 
was doing, Ahab was in a great agony, and all 
his people with him ; but he took courage, and 
was freed from his fears, upon a certain pro¬ 
phet coming to him, and faying to him, That 
“ God had promifed to fubdue fo many ten 
| thoufands of his enemies under him.” And 
when he enquired by whofe means the victory 
| was to be obtained, he faid, “ By the foils of 
the princes, but under thy conduct, as their 
leader, by reafon of their unfkilfulncfs [in 
war].” Upon which he called for the fons of 
the princes, and found them to be two hundred 
thirty and two perfons. So when he was in¬ 
formed that the king of Syria had betaken him¬ 
felf to feafting and repofe, he opened the gates, 
and fent out the princes fons. Now when the 
eentinels told Benhadad of it, he fent fome to 
meet them, and commanded them, That “ if 
thefe men were come out for fighting, they 
fhould bind them, and hring them to him ; and 
that if they came out peaceably, they fliould 
do the lame.” Now Ahab had another army 
ready within the walls, but the. fons of the 
princes fell upon the out-guard, and flew many 
of them, and purfued the reft of them to live 
camp : And when the king of lfrael law that 
thefe had the upper hand, he fent out all the 
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«^eft ofchis army, which falling fud'denly upon 
the Syrians, beat them, for they did not think 
they would have come out; on which account 
vas that they aflaulted them when they were 
d and drunk, infomuch, that they left 
‘-mpur behind them when they fled 
m, and the king himlelf eicaped 
by flying away on horfeback: 
Bv .,t a great way in purfuit of the 

byre ' when he had fpoiled their camp, 

which v * ned a great deal of wealth, and 
moreover . urge quantity of gold and fllver, 
iiebtTnk B^enhadad’s chariots and horfes, and re¬ 
turned to th'city : But as the prophet told him 
he ought to have his army ready, becaufe the 
Syrian'king would make another expedition a- 
gainft him the next year, Ahab was bufy in 
making provifion for it accordingly. 

3. Now Benhadad, when he had faved him*- 
felf, and as much of his army as he could, out 
of the battle, he confulted with his friends how 
he might make another expedition againft the 
Ilraelites. Now thofe friends advifed him not 
to fight with them on the hills, becaufe their 
bod was potent in fuch places, and thence it 
.ad come to pafs that they had very lately been 
beaten ; hut they faid, that if they joined battle 
with them in the plain, they fhould beat them. 
They alfo gave him this farther advice, to fend 
home thofe kings whom he had brought as his 
auxiliaries, but to retain their army, and to let 
captains over it inftead of the kings, and to 
raife an army out of their country, and let them 

* Mr Reland notes here very truly, that the word n,1- 
ked does not always fignify entirely tinted, but fometimes 
without mens ufual armour, without their ufual robes or 
upper garments: as when Virgil bids the huibandman 
plough naked, and fow naked ; when Jofephus fays, Antiq. 
B. IV. chap. iii. § 2. that God had given the Jews the fe- 
eurity of armour when they were naked ; and when he 
here fays, that Ahab fell on the Syrians when they were 
naked and drunk when, Antiq. B. XI. chap. v. § 8. he 
lays, that Nehcmiah commanded thofe Jews that were 
building the walls of Jerufalcm, to take care to have their 
armour on upon occafion, that the enemy might not fall 
upon them naked. 1 may add, that the cafe feems to be 
fame in the feripture, when it fays, that Saul lay down 
naked among the prophets, 1 Sam. xix. 24. when it lays 
that Ifaiah walked naked and barefoot, Ifa. xx. 2, 3. and 
when it fays, that l’eter, before he girt his fillier’s coat to 
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be in the place of the former who perifhccl in 
the battle, together with horfes, and chariots. 
So he judged their counfel to be good,.ami ac t¬ 
ed according to it in the management of the 
arm y. 

4. At the beginning of the fpring Benha¬ 
dad took his army with him, and led it againft 
the Hebrews ; and when he was come to a 
certain city which was called ylphek , he pitch¬ 
ed his camp in the great plain. Ahab alfo 
went to meet him with his army, and pitched 
Iris camp over againft him, although his army 
! were a very linall one, if it were compared 
j with the enemies : But the prophet came a- 
gain to him, and told him, That “ Cod would 
give him the vi£tory, that he might demonftrate 
his own power to be not only on the motin- 
j : tains but on the plains alfo which it feems 
| was contrary to the opinion of the Syrians. 
So they lay quiet in their camp feven days, but 
on the laft of thofe days, when the enemies 
j came out of their camp, and put themlelves in 
array, in order to light, Ahab alfo brought out 
his own army, and when the battle was join¬ 
ed, and they fought valiantly, he put the ene- 
my*to flight, and purfued them, and prelfed 
upon them, and flew them; nay, they were 
deftroyed by their own chariots, and by one 
another: nor could any more than a few of 
them efcape to their own city Aphck, who 
were alfo killed by the walls falling upon them, 
being in number f twenty-feven thoufanck 

Now 

him, was naked, John xxi. 7. What is faid of David alfo 
gives light to this, who was reproached by Michal for 
dancing before the ark, and uncovering l.imfelf in the eyes of 
ike handmaids , as one of i hi vam Je/’cves JhantejuUy tin. ever- 
cth himfelf, 2 Sam. vi. iq,—20. yet it is the to exprdsly 
faid, ver. 14. that David was girded with a /men tghod, 1. e « 
he had laid afide his robes of Bate, and put on the facer- 
dotal, Leviticil, or facrec! garments, proper for fuch a fo- 
lemnity. 

f Jofephus’s number, two myriads and (even thoufand, 
agrees here with that in our other copies, as thofe that 
were flain by the falling down of the walls of Aphck ; 
but I fufpected at fit'll that this, number in Jofephus’s ptv- 
fent copies could not he hts original number, becaufe he 
calls them oj.iooj, a few, which could hardly be ktid of 
fo many as 27,00 o, and becaufe of the improhi.Lility of 
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Now there were flam in this battle an hundred 
ihoufand more : but Benhadad, the king of 
the Syrians, fled away, with certain others of 
his mod faithful fervants, and hid himfelf in 
a cellar underground : And when thefc told 
him, that the kings of Ifraelwere humane and 
merciful men, and that they might make ufe t 
of the ufual manner of fupplication, and obtain I 
deliverance from Ahab, in cafe he would give I 
them leave to go to him, he gave them leave 
accordingly. So they came to Ahab, clothed 
in fackcloth, with * ropes about their heads 
, (for this was the ancient manner of fupplica¬ 
tion among the Syrians) and faid. That “ Ben¬ 
hadad deflred he would fave him, and that he 
would ever be a fervant to him for that fa¬ 
vour.” Ahab replied, “ He was glad that he 
was alive, and not hurt in the battle.” And 
he further promiled him the fame honour and 
kindnefs that a man would drew to his brother. 
So they received ailuranccs upon oath from 
him, that when he came to him lie fhould re¬ 
ceive no harm from him, and then went and 
brought him out of the cellar wherein lie was 
hid, and brought him to Ahab as lie fat in his 
chariot. So Benhadad worfhipped him ; mnd 
Ahab gave him his hand, and made him come 
tip to him into his chariot, and killed him, | 
bid bim be of good cheer, and not to cvpeCt 
that any mifehief ihould he done to him. So 
Benhadad returned him thanks, and profiled 
that lie would remember his kindnefs to him 
all the days (if his life ; and promiled he would j 
reftore thole ei:ics of the I fra elites which the 
former kings lied taken from them, and grant 
that he ihould have leave to come to Da- 

! 

the fall of a particular v\.!I killing fo many, yet when I 
conlkVr |ofeph«A r. \( owls, how the reft which were u 
'lain in the battle were / •; other myriads, that 27,000 arc 
hut a f tv in comp iriGa 1 !' ioD,oao; and that it was nor 
.7 ere< 7 , a,; ill our Kngihh vam) 1, but /he io.il/, or (he entire 
■a all, of :he citv, th. it hil down, as in all the originals. 

' This manner of f.rr’lie.ulori for mens lives among 1 
the Syiiaue, with ffpes ,,r halters about their heads, or . 
ne< ks, is, i lkppofe, no ft range thing in later ages, even in 
1 •(.;' own tUa'itn'. 1 1 

j- it i., here remarkable, th.itjn Jofephus’s copy this pro- , 

i. 'ai •, whole revere denunciation of a difobedient perlon’s jj 

ii. ui ;ht "r bv n J! v.t h >d !.ii*Jv come to pafs, who war. no i 

•: th u flL..: ih, the 1 .a of l;ni.ih, who, as he now ! ! 
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mafeus, as his forefathers had to come fro S;p 
maria. So they confirmed their covenants by 
oaths, and Ahab made him many prefents, 
and fent him back to his own kingdom. And 
this was the conclufion of the war that Benha¬ 
dad made againft Ahab and the Iffaelftes. 

5 . But a certain prophet, whole name wo: 
f Micaiah, came to one of the Ifraelites, a m 
bid him finite him on the head, for by fo 
ing lie would pleafe God ; but when he would 
not do 1 o, lie foretold to him, Fuat hnce be 
difobeyed the commands of God, he fhouk ! 
meet with a lion, and be dellroyd by nun. 
When that fad accident bad befallen the man, 
the prophet came again to another, and gave 
him the fame injunction ; fo he frnote him, 
and wounded his fkull : upon which he hound 
up his head, and came to the king, and told 
him, that he had been a foldicr of his, and had 
the cuftody of one of the prifoners committed 
to him by an officer, and that the prifoner be¬ 
ing run away, be was in danger of loling his 
own life by ihe means of that officer, who had 
threatened him, that if the prifoner cfcaped, !u 
would kill him. And when Ahab had faith, 
that he would juftly die, he took off the bind¬ 
ing about his head, and was known by the king 
to he Micaiah the prophet, who made ufe of 
this artifice as a prelude to his following words ; 
For he faid, That “ God would punifli him, who 
had fuffered Benhadad, a blafphemcr againft 
him, to elcape punifliment ; and that he would 
lo bring it about, that he fhould die by the 
other’s means, and his people by the other’s 
j; army.” Upon which Allah was very angry 

at 

denounced God’s judgment on difobedient Ahab, fee mi. 
directly to have been that very prophet whom the fame 
Allah in 1 Kings xxii. < 1 , 18. compliins of, as one 'whom he 
hated, besm./e he did not propbefy good loncerning him hut evil, 
and who in that chapter openly repeats his denunciation:, 
agamfl him; all which came to pafs accordingly : nor is 
there any reaf.n to doubt but this and the former were 
the very fame prophet. 

j V\ hat is niolL vemarkahle in this hiflory, and in many 
hihork", on other occafions in the Oh! Tdlament, is thi , 
that during the Jcwifh theocracy Cod ailed entiri.lv asdic, 
fiipremc king of Ur iel, and iupreme general of their ar¬ 
mies, and always exnecled that die Ifraelites flsruikl be in 

fuel. 
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at tke prophet, and gave command that' he 
’ihoulckjie put in prifon, and there kept: But 
for himfelf, he was in eonfuiionat the words of 
Micaiah, and returned to his own houfe. 


CHAP. XV. 

E'titerning Jehcj/hapbat , the King of Jerufa- 
!-m; and i. ow Ahab made an Expedition ■ 
agairf the Syrians , and was affifed therein 
by JehoJfeaphat , but was himfelf overcome in 
, Battle , andycrijhcd therein. 

§ i. ND thefe were the circumftances in 

f~\_ which Ahab was. But 1 now re¬ 
turn to Jehofhaphat, the king of Jeruialem, who 
when he had augmented his kingdom, and had 
fet garrilons in the cities of the country belong¬ 
ing to his fubjedls, and had put fuch garrilons 
no lefsJnto thofe cities which were taken out 
of the tribe of Ephraim, by his grandfather 
Abijah, when Jeroboam reigned over the ten 
tribes [than he did into the other] : But then he 
had God favourable and affifting to him, as be¬ 
ing both righteous, and religious, and fecking 
to do fomewhat every day that fhould be agree¬ 
able and acceptable to God. The kings alfo 
that were round about him honoured him with 
the prefents they made him, till the riches that 
he had acquired were immenfely great, and 
the glory he had gained was of a mod exalted 
nature. 

2. Now, in the third year of his reign, he 
called together the rulers of the country, and 
the prielts, and commanded them to go round 
the land, and teach all the people that were 
under him, city by city, the laws of Moles, 
and to keep them, and to be diligent in the 
worfhip of God. With this the whole multi¬ 
tude was fo pleafed, that they were not fo eag¬ 
erly fet upon, or a fie fled with any thing lb 
tnuch, as the obfervation of the laws. The 
neighbouring nations alfo continued to love je¬ 
hofhaphat, and to be at peace with him. The 

"Tudi ahfolute fubjc dtion to him, their fupreme ami heaven¬ 
ly King, and General of $heir armies, as fubjedls and fo!- 
diers are to their earthly kings and generals, and that ufu- 
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Philidines paid their appointed tribute, and the 
Arabians {'applied him every year with three 
hundred and iixty lambs, and as manyyxids of the 
goats. He alfo fortified the great dries, which 
were many in number, and of great t - fequeuce. 
He prepared alfo a mighty army of l'olcliers 
and weapons again 11 their enemies. Now the 
army of men that wore their armour was three 

J 

hundred thoufand of the tribe of judah, of 
whom Adnah was the chief; but John was 
chief of two hundred thoufand. The fame 
man was chief of the tribe of Benjamin, and 
had two hundred thoufand archers under him. 
There was another chief, whofe name was > 

! hozabady who had an hundred and lourfeore 
; thoufand armed men. This multitude was dif- 
1 tributed to be ready for the king’s I'ervice, bc- 
fides thofe whom lie lent to the bell fortified 
cities. 

1 

j 3. Jehoshaph at took for his fon Jehoram 
to wife, the daughter of Ahab, the king of the 
ten tribes, whole name was Atha/iah. And 
when, after ionic time, he went to Samaria, 
Ahab received him courteoully, and treated the 
army that followed him in a Iplendid manner, 
with great plenty of corn, and wine, and of {lain 
beads; and dehred that he would join with 
him in his war againft the king of Syria, that 
he might recover from him the city Ramoth, 
in Gilead ; for though it had belonged to bis 
father, yet had the king of Syria’s father taken 
it away from him: and upon Jeholhaphat’s 
promile to afford him bis alii fiance (for indeed 
his army was not inferior to the others) and 
his fending for his army from Jerufalem to Sa¬ 
maria, the two kings went out of the city, and 
each of them fat on his own throne, and each 
gave their orders to their fevers] armies. Now 
Jehofhaphat bid them call feme ol the pro¬ 
phets, if there were any there, and enquire of 
them concerning this expedition againd the king 
of Syria, whether they would give them counfei 
to make that expedition at this time ; for there 

was 

ally without knowing the particular rcafons of their in¬ 
junctions. 

4 E 
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was peace at that time between Ahab and the 
king .of* Syria, which had lafted three years, 
from the'vtime he had taken him captive till 
that day. 

4. So Ahab called his own prophets, being in 
number about four hundred, and bid them en¬ 
quire of God, whether he would grant him the 
vidory, if he made an expedition againft Benha- 
uad, and enable him to overthow that city, for 
whofe fake it was that he was going to war. 
Now thefe prophets gave their counfcl for 
making this expedition; and faid, That “ he 
would beat the king of Syria, and, as former¬ 
ly, would reduce him under his power.” But 
Jehofhaphat, underftanding by their words that 
they were falfe prophets, afked Ahab, whether 
there were not foinc other prophet, and he be¬ 
longing to the true God, that we may have 
furer information concerning futurities ? Here¬ 
upon Ahab faid, “'There was indeed fuel) an 
one, but that he hated him, as having pro- 
phelied evil to him, and having foretold that 
he fhould be overcome, and fain by the king 
of Syria, and that for this caufe he had him 
now in prifon, and that his name was Micaiah , 
the fon of Imlah.” But upon Jehofhaphat’s 
defire that he might be produced, Ahab fent 
an eunuch, who brought Micaiah to him. 
Now the eunuch had informed him by the 
way, that all the other prophets had foretold 
that the king fhould gain the viiflory; but he 
laid, That “ if. was not lawful for him to lie 
againft God, but that he mull l'peak what he 
fhould fay to him about the king, whatfoever 
it were.” When he came to Ahab, and he 
had adjured him upon oath, to fpeak the truth 
to him, he faid, That “God had fhewn to 
him the Ifraelites running away, and purftied 
by the 'Syrians, and difperlcd upon the moun¬ 
tains by them, as are Hocks of Iheep difperfed 
when their fhepherd is {lain.” He faid farther, 
That “God fignified to him, that thofe Ifraei- 

*' Thefe reafonings of Zedekiah die falfe prophet, in 
order to perfuade Ahab not to believe Micaiah the true pro¬ 
phet, are plaufible ; but being omitted in our other copies, 
we cannot now tell whence jofephus had them, whether 
from his own temple-copy, from fome other original au- 
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ites fhould return in peace to their own home, 
and that he only fhould fall in the battle.” 
When Micaiah had thus fpoken, Ahab faid to 
Jehofhaphat, “ I told thee a little while ago the 
difpofition of the man with regard to me. - 
that he ufes to prophefy evil to rrf.” 
which Micaiah replied, That “ ’ 
hear all, whatfoever it be, 
and that in particular, t’ t 

that encouraged him to 1 ..ope 

ofvi&ory; whereas he m .a be. kill¬ 

ed.” Whereupon the kh as in fufpenle 
with himfclf: but Zedekiah, one of {>- oft lall'e 
prophets came near, and exhorted' him not to 
hearken to Micaiah, for he did not at all fpeak 
truth ; as a demonftration of which, he in- 
ftanced in what * Elijah had faid, who was a 
better prophet in foretelling futurities than Mi¬ 
caiah ; for he foretold, That “ the dogs fhould 
lick his blood in the city Jezreel, in the field 
of Naboth, as they licked the blood of Naboth, 
who by his means was there ftoned to death by 
the multitude : that therefore it was plain that 
this Micaiah was a liar, as contradifting a great¬ 
er prophet than himfelf, and faying, that lie 
would be flain at three days journey diftance: 
And [laid he] you fhall foon know whether 
he be a true prophet, and hath the power of 
the Divine Spirit; for I will finite him, and 
let him then hurt my hand as Jadon caufed 
the hand of Jeroboam the king to wither, when 
he would have caught him ; for 1 fuppofa 
thou haft certainly heard of that accident.” 

| So when, upon his finiting Micaiah, no harm 
happened to him, Ahab took courage, and rea¬ 
dily led his army againft the king of Syria; for^ 
as I fuppofe, fate was two hard for him, and 
made him believe that the falfe prophets fpake 
truer than the true one, that it might take an 
occafion of bringing him to his end. How¬ 
ever, Zedekiah made horns of iron, and faid to 

• Ahab. 

thot, or from certain ancient notes. That fome fuch 
plaufible objection was now raifed againft Micaiah is verjj. 
likely; otherwife Jeholhapftat, who ufed to dilbelieve all 
fuch falfe prophets, could never have been induced to 
accompany Ahab in.thefe defperate circumllanccs.. 
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; >?vrhat “ God made thofe horns fignals, 
that b^them he fhould overthrow all Syria.” 
But Micaiah replied, That “ Zedekiah, in a 
few days, fliould go from one fecret chamber 
•■'od.ier to hide himfelf, that he might efcape 
Minacnt of his lying.” Then did the 
ler that they fhould take Micaiah 
1 him to Amon, the governor 
,e him nothing but bread 

.. Ahab, and Jehofhaphat the 
Jen, eui, take their forces, and march¬ 
ed t^’t^.'r^th, a city of Gilead; and when the 
king of Syria heard of this expedition, he 
brought out his army to oppofe them, and 
pitched his camp not far from Rarnoth. Noiv 
Ahab and Jehofhaphat had agreed, that *Ahab 
fliould lay alkie his royal yobes, but that the 
king of Jcrufalem fliould put on his [Ahab’s] 
proper habit, and Hand before the army, in 
order to dilapprove, by this artifice, what Mi¬ 
caiah had foretold : But Allah’s fate found him 
•it without his robes; for Benhadad, the king 
i Aflyria, had charged' his army, by the means 
'f their commanders, to kill nobody elfe, but 
ally the king of Ifrael. So when the Syrians, 
upon their joining battle with the Ifraelites, 
faw Jehofhaphat hand before the army, and 
conjectured that he was Ahab, they fell vio¬ 
lently upon him, and encompafled him round ; 
but when they were near, and knew that it 
was not he, they all returned back ; and while 
the fight lalted from the morning light till late 
in the evening, and the Syrians were conquer¬ 
ors, they killed nobody, as their king had com¬ 
manded them : And when they fought to kill 
Ahab alone, but could not find him, there was 

* This reading of Jofephus, that Jehofhaphat put on 
not his own, but Ahab’s robes, in order to appear to be 
Ahab, while Ahab was without any robes at all, and 
hoped thereby to. efcape his own evii fate, and difprove 
Micaiah’s prophecy again It him, is exceeding probable. 
It gives great light alfo to this whole hiitory; and fliews, 
that although Ahab hoped Jehofhaphat would be miftaken 
for liint, and run the only riik of being flain in the battle, 
Y£t was he entirely difappointed, while ftill the efcape of 
die good man Jeholhaphaf, and the daughter of the bad 
man Ahab, demonftrated the great diltinftion that Divine 
Providence made betwixt them. 



a young nobleman belonging to king Benhadact, 
whole name was Na avian ; lie drew yfiiti bow 
againft the enemy, and wounded/hhd king 
through his breaft-plate in his lungs. Upon 
this, Ahab refolved not to make his mifchance 
known to bis army, left they fhould run away ; 
but he bid the driver of his chariot to turn it 
back, and carry him out of the battle, bccaufe 
he was forely and mortally wounded : How¬ 
ever, he fat in his chariot, and endured the 
pain till fun-fet, and then he fainted away, and 
died. 

6 . And now the Syrian army, upon the 
coming on of the night, retired to their camp, 
and when the herald belonging to the camp 
i gave notice, that Ahab was dead, they return¬ 
ed home: and they took the dead body of 
Ahab to Samaria, and buried it there ; but 
; when they had wafhed his chariot in the foun¬ 
tain of Jpzreel, which was bloody with the 
dead body of the king, they acknowledged that 
the prophecy of Elijah was true; for the clogs 
licked his blood, and the harlots continued 
afterward to wafh themfelves in that fountain ; 
but ftill he died at Rarnoth, as Micaiah had 
foretold. And as what things were f foretold 
fhould happen to Ahab by the two prophets 
came to pafs, we ought thence to have high 
notions of God, and every where to honour 
and worfhip him, and never to fuppofe that 
what is pleaiant and agreeable is worthy of be¬ 
lief before what is true, and to efteem nothing 
more advantageous than the gift of prophecy, 
and that foreknowledge of future events, 
which is derived from it, fince God fliews men 
thereby what we ought to avoid. We may 

alio 

f We have here a very wife rtfletflion of Jofephus, 
about Divine Providence, and what is derived fjom it, 
prophecy > and the inevitable certainty of it;; nccomplilh- 
ment; and- that when wicked men think they take pro¬ 
per methods to elude what is denounced againit them, 
and to efcape the divine judgments thereby threatened 
them, without repentance, they are ever by l‘ro\idence 
infatuated to bring about theirown deftru£lion, and thereby 
witlial to demonftrute the perfect veracity of that Cod,, 
whofe predictions they in vain endeavoured to elude.. 
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alfo guefs from what happened to this king, 
and ha>-e reafon to confider the power of fate, 
that thcro-is no way of avoiding it, even when 
wc know it. It creeps upon human fouls, and 
flatters them with pleafing hopes, till it leads 
them about to the place whence it will be too 
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hard for them. Accordingly Ahab appears to 
have been deceived thereby, till he disbelieved 
thofe that foretold his defeat, hr' by giving 
credit to fuch as foretold what was grateful to 
him, was flain ; and his fon Ahazjyh fbeered- 
cd him. 


BOOK IX. 

, , i 

Containing the Interval of One Hundred and Fifty fever Hears . 

[From the Death of Ahab to the Captivity of the Ten Tribes.] 


C H A ?. I. 

■ Concerning Jehofaaphat again; how he con- 
Jlituted Judges, and , by God's yJJJiancc , 
overcame bis Enemies. 

§ THEN Jehofhaphat the king was 

y Y/ come to Jerufalcm, from the af- 
fiflancchc had afforded Ahab, the 
king of Ifra el, when he fought with Benhadad, 
king of Syria, the prophet Jehu met him, and 
accufed him for affifling Ahab, a man both im¬ 
pious and wicked ; and laid to him. That “ God 
was difpleafed with him for fo doing, hut that 
he delivered him from the enemy notwithftand- 
ing he had finned, becaufe of his own proper 
difpofuion, which was good.” Whereupon 
the king betook himfelf to thankfgivings and 
facrifices to Cod ; after which lie prefently 
went over all that country which he ruled 
round about, and taught the people, as well 
the laws which God gave them by Mofcs, and 
that religious worfhip that was due to him. 
ITe alio conftituted judges in every one of the 
cities of his kingdom ; and charged them “ to 
have regard to nothing fo much in judging the 
multitude as to do juflice, and not to be mov- 

* Thefe jrdgcr., confliruled by Jehofluiphat, were a 
kind of Jchif.dom t.u:hedri n, out of the pricils, the Le- 
vacs, atld the principal of the,people, both, here and. 


ed by bribes, nor by the dignity of men emi¬ 
nent for cither their riches, or their high birth, 
hut to diflribute juflice equally to all, as know¬ 
ing that God is confcious of every fecret adlion 
of theirs.” When he had himfelf inftruded 
them thus, and gone over every city of the 
two tribes, he returned to Jerufalcm. He 
there alfo conftituted * judges out of the priefts, 
and the Levitcs, and principal perfons of the 
multitude, and admonifhed them to pals all 
their fentences with care and juflice : And that 
if any of the people of his country had differ¬ 
ences of great confequencc, they ftiould fend 
them out of the other cities to thefe judges, 
who would be obliged to give righteous fenten¬ 
ces concerning fuch caufes, and this with the 
greater care, becaufe it is proper that the fen¬ 
tences which arc given in that city wherein the 
temple of God is, and wherein the king dwells, 
he given with great care, and the utmoft juf- 
ticc. Now he fet over them Amaria the prieft, 
and Zebabiah [both] of the tribe of Judah: and 
after this manner it was that the king ordered 
thefe affairs. 

2. About the fame time the Moabites and 

Am- 

2 Chr. xi\. t> much like the obi Cbriftiau ju ligatures of 
the biihop, the preibyters, f bc deacons, and the people. 
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AmnVerces made an expedition againfl Jeho- 
fhaphafc, and took with them a great body of 
Arabians, and pitched their camp'at Engedi, a 
city that is fituate. at the lake Afphaltitis,, and 
dif^n: tl)ree hundred furlongs from Jerufalem. 
In that r’-'-re grows the bell kind of palm-trees, 
iand the 14 opobalfam. Now Jehofhaphat heard 
, ih'cu the enei lies had pafled over the lake, and 
had jnade an irruption into that country which 
J^Iongtd to his kingdom ; at which news he 
waNaffrighted, and called the people of Jeru¬ 
falem' to a congregation in the temple, and 
ftandiu^- '"•er againfl the temple itfelf, he call¬ 
ed upon tjod, “To afford him power and 
ftrength, fo as to inflidt punilhment on thofe 
that made this expedition againfl them ; for 
that thofe who built this his temple had pray¬ 
ed, that he would protedl that city, and take 
vengeance on thofe that were fo bold as to 
come againfl it; for they are come to take from 
us that land which thou haft given us for a 
pofTefTion,” When he had prayed thus, he 
fell into tears; and the whole multitude, to¬ 
gether with their wives and children, made 
their fupplications alfo: Upon which, a cer¬ 
tain prophet, Jahaziel by name, came into the 
midft of the aflembly, and cried out, and 
fpake both to the multitude and to the king, 
That “ God heard their prayers, and promifed 
to fight againfl their enemies.” He alfo gave 
order, that the king fhould draw his forces out 
the next day ; for that he fhould find them be- 
between Jerufalem and the afeent of Engedi, at 
a place called the Eminence ; and that he fhould 
not fight againfl them, but only Hand ftill, and 
fee how God would fight againfl them. When 
the prophet had faid this, both the king and the 
multitude fell upon their faces, and gave thanks 
to God, and worfhipped him j and the Levitcs 
continued finging hymns to God with their in- 
ftruments of mufic. 

3. As foon as it was day, and the king was 
come into that wildernefs which was under the 
city of Tekoa, he faid to the multitude, That 

* Concerning this precious balfam, fee the note on 
Antiq. B. VIII. chap. vi. $ 6. 

f What are here Pont us and Thrace, as the places whi- 


“ they ought to give credit to what the pro¬ 
phet had laid, and not to fet themfely's in ar¬ 
ray for fighting; but to fet the ppefts, with 
their truthpets, and the Levites, with the fing¬ 
ers of hymns, to give thanks to God, as hav¬ 
ing already delivered our country from our 
enemies.” This opinion of the king plcafed 
[the people] ; and they did what he advifed 
them to do. So God caufed a terror and a 
commotion to arife among the Ammonites, 
who thought one another to he enemies, and 
flew one another, infomuch, that not one man 
out of fo great an army efcaped : And when 
Jehofhaphat looked upon that yalley wherein 
their enemies had been encamped, and faw it 
full of dead men, he rejoiced at fo furprifing 
j an event, as was this affiftance of Gotl; while 
he himfelf, by his own power, and without 
their labour, had given them the victory. He 
alfo gave his army leave to take the prey of the 
enemies camp, and to fpoil their dead bodies ; 
and indeed\fo they did for three days together, 
till they were weary, fo great was the number 
of the flain ; and on the fourth day, all the 
people were gathered together unto a certain 
hollow placw or valley, and hleffed God for hi:, 
power and a'fliftance, from which the place 
• had this name given it, 7 he valley of [. Bern - 
chah or] hlcjjiny. 

4 . And when the king had brought his ar¬ 
my back to Jerufalem, he betook himfelf to 
celebrate feftivals, and offer facrificcs, and this 
for many days. And, indeed, after this de¬ 
finition of their enemies, and when it came 
to the ears of the foreign nations, they were 
all greatly affrighted, as fuppofing that God 
would openly fight for him hereafter. So Je¬ 
hofhaphat from that time lived in great glory 
and fplendor, on account of his lighteoufnefs 
and his piety towards God. He was alfo in 
friendfhip with Ahab's fon, who was king of 
Ifrael; and he joined with him in the building 
of (hips, that were to fail to f Pontus, and the 

* traffic¬ 
ker Jehofhaphat’s fleet failed, are in pur other copies 
Ophir and Tarjhijk, and the place whence it failed is in 

them 

4 F 
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traffic-cities of Thrace ; but he failed of his 
gains, f^r the Ihips were deftroyed by being 
lb great \ind unwieldy] ; on which account 
he was no longer concerned about' {hipping. 
And this is the hiftcry of Jehoffiaphat, the 
king of Jerufalem. 


CHAP. II. 

Concerning Ahwziab , the King of Ifni cl ; and 
again , concerning the Prophet Elijah . 

\ I. A N D now Ahaziah, the fon of Ahab, 
Xjl reigned over Ifrael, and made his 
abode in Samaria. He was a wicked man, 
and, in all rei'pe&s, like to both his parents, 
and , to Jeroboam, who firft of all tranfgrcfled 
andbegan to deceive the people. On the lecond 
year of his reign, the king of Moab fell off 
from his obedience, and left off paying thofe 
tributes which he before payed to his father 
A'hab. Now it happened that Ahaziah, as he 
was corning down from the top of his houle, 
fell down from it, and in his ficknels fent to 
$he * Fly, which was the god of Ekron, for 
that was the god’s name, to enquire about his 
recovery: But the God of the Hebrews ap¬ 
peared to Elijah the prophet, and commanded 
him to go and meet the meffengers that were 
lent, and to afk them, “ Whether the people 

them Eztongthr, which hy on the Red Sea, whence it 
was impofiifile lor any fhips to fail to Pontus or Thrace ; 
fo that Jofephus’s copy differed from our other copies, as 
is fait her plum from his own words, which render what 
we read, that tit flops were broken at Eziongeber, from their 
unwieldy greati.tfi. But fo far we may conclude, that 
Jofephus thought 01,R b J pk'.r to be fome where in the Me¬ 
diterranean, and not in the South Sea, though perhaps 
there mrght be another Opjrir in that South Seaalfo, and 
put fleets might then fail both from Phenkia and from 
the Red Sea, to fetch the gold of Qphir. 

* This god of fit r kems to have been fo called, ns was 
the like god among the Greeks, from his fuppofed power 
over flics, in driving them away from the field of their, 
facrificet, winch other wife would have been very trouble- 
fome to them. 

f It is commonly efleerncd a very cruel adfion of E- 
lijah’s, when he called for fire from.heaven, am! confirmed 
no fewer than two captains and an hundred foldiers; and 
this, for uo other crime than obeying the orders of their 
kiar, m attempting to feize him: and it is owned by our 
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of Ifrael had not a God of their ©V./''_ 

the king fent to a foreign god to eftquirfc about 
his recovery f and to bid them return and tel! 
the king, that he would not sfcape this d' 
eafe.” And when Elijah had perforated-♦ 
God had commanded him, and the- -"': r 
had heard what he faid, they return 
king immediately; and when the V* 


ed how they could return fo fi* 
them the reafon of it, they a 

certain man met them, and -T go 

on any farther, but to re to . thee, 

from the command of the Gou ki, that 

this difeafe will have a bad end.' And when 


the king bid them deferibe the man that laid 
this to them, they replied, That “ lie was an 
hairy man, and was girt about with a girdle of 
leather.” So the.king underftood by this that 
the man who was described by the meffengers 
was Elijah ; whereupon he lent a captain to 
him, with fifty foldiers, and commanded them 
to bring Elijah to him : And when the captain 
that was fent found Elijah fitting upon the top 
of an frill, he commanded him to come down, 
and to come to the king, for fo had he enjoin¬ 
ed ; but that in cafe he refufed, they would 
carry him by force. Elijah faid to him, “ That 
you may have a trial whether I be a true pro¬ 
phet, I will pray that f fee may fall from 

heaven,, 

Saviour, that it was an indance of greater feverity 
than the fpirit of the New Teftament allows, Luke ix. 54- 
But then we muff: confider, tlisft it is not unlikely that 
thefe captains and foldiers believed that they were fent to 
fetch the prophet, that he miglit be put to death for fore¬ 
telling the death of the king, and this while they knew him 
to be the prophet of the true God, the fupreme King of 
Ifrael (for they were ftili under the theocracy) which was 
no lefs than impiety, rebellion, and treafon, in the high- 
eft degree : Nor would die command of a fubaltcrn, or 
inferior captain, coutraffifUng the commands of the gene¬ 
ral, when the captain and the foldiersboth knew itto be fo, 
as I fuppofe, jultify or excufe fuch grofs rebellion and dif- 
ebetlience in foldiers at this day. Accordingly, when Saul 
commanded his guards to flay Ahimelcch, and the priefts 
at Nob, they knew it to be an unlawful command, and 
would not obey it, t Sam. xxii. 17. From which cafes 
both officers and foldiers may -learn, that the commands' 
of their leaders or kings cannot juftify or excufe them in 
doing what is wicked in the fight of God, or in fighting in 
an anjuft caufe, when they know it fo to be. 
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elf; 


deftroy both the foldiers and him.; 
00 he prayed* and a whirlwind of fire 


Ml [from heaven] and deftroyed tl>e captain, 
‘hofe that were with him. And when the 
.informed of the deftru&ion of thefe 
MS very angry, and fent another 
•he like number of armed men 
' ’•e. And when this captain 
dm Prophet, that unlefs he 

^iae v -cord he would take 

iimVid u , upon his- prayer a- 

tyunft him, n. om heaven] flew this 

captain'.. • vjl as other. And when upon 
enquiry the king was informed of what hap¬ 
pened to him, he fent out a third captain. 
But when this captain, who was a wife man, 
md of a mild dilpoiition, came to that place 
where Elijah happened to be, and fpake civilly 
to him ; and faid, That “ he knew that it was 
without his own confent, and only in- fubmif— 
,: 'm to the king’s command, that he came to 
1; and that thofe that came before, did not 
ne willingly, but on the fame account; He 
erefore delired him to have pity on thofe 
ned men that were with him ; and that he 
would come down and follow him to the 
king.” So Elijah accepted of his difcreet 
words and courteous behaviour, and came 
down and followed him. And when he came 
to the king, he prophefied to him, and told him, 
That “ God faid, iince thou haft defpifed him 
as not being God, and fo unable to foretel 
the truth about thy diftemper, but haft fent to 
the god of Ekron, to enquire of him what will 
be the end of this thy diftemper, know this, 
that thou (halt die.” ‘ 

2. Accordingly the king in a very little 
time died, as Elijah had foretold j but Jehoram 
his brother fuccecded him in the kingdom, for 
he. died without children : But for this Jehoram 
he was like his father Ahab in wickcdnefs, and 
reigned twelve years, indulging himfelf in all 
forts of wickcdnefs and impiety towards God ; 
for leaving off his worlhip, he worfhippcd 
ft/ffeign gods; but in other refpedts he was an 
active man. Now at this time it was that E- 
lijah difappe,uxd from among men, and no one 


| knows of his death to this very day;.but he 
left behind him hi? difciple Elilha, a^/we have 
formerly declared. And indeed,.as to Elijah, 
and as to Enoch, who was before the deluge, 
it is written in the facred books that they dilap- 
peared, but fo that nobody knew that they 
died. >* 


C H A P. IIL 

How foram and fehofoaphat made an Expedi¬ 
tion again/} the Moabites: As a!fa (am tim¬ 
ing the Wonders of Elifha ; and the Death of 
fehojhapbat . 

§ 1. TT 7 -HEN Joram had taken upon him 
VV the kingdom, he determined to 
make an expedition againft the king of Moah, 
whole name was Mcfja ; for as. we told you 
before, he was departed from his obedience 
to his brother [Ahaziah] while he paid to 
his father Ahab two hundred thoufand fheep, 
with their fleeces of wo< 3 l. When, therefore, 
he had gathered his own army together, he 
fent alfo to Jeholhaphat, and intreated him, 
that fmcc he had from the beginning been a 
friend to his father, he would ailift him in the 
war that he was entering into againft the Moab¬ 
ites, who had departed from their obedience ; - 
who not only himfelf promifed to ailift him, 
but would alfo oblige the king of Edom, who 
■was under his authority, to make the lame ex¬ 
pedition alfo. When Joram had received thefe 
aflurances of afliftance from Jeholhaphat, he 
took his army with him, and came to j- rufa- 
lem: and when he had been fumptuoully en¬ 
tertained by the king of Jerulaiem, it was re- 
‘folvedmpon by them to take their march a/mnk 
their enemies through the wildcrnds of i flora • 

«. j 

And when they had taken a comp-ds ol k ecu 
days journey, thev were in diftrefs for want of 
water for the •cattle, and for the army, from 
the miftake of their roads by the gunks that 
conduced them, infomuch, that they were all 
in an agony, efpecially joram ; and ciied to 
God, by realba of their lorrow, a J [dcfnel 

t. 
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to know] what wickednefs had been commit¬ 
ted by tpem, that induced him to deliver three 
kings together, without fighting, unto the king 
of Moab ? But Jehofhaphat, who was a righte¬ 
ous man, encouraged him, and bid him fend 
to the camp, and know whether any prophet 
of God was come along with them, that We 
might by him learn from God what we fhould 
do. And when one of the fervants of Joram 
faid, that he had feen there Elillra, the fon of 
Shaphat, the difciple of Elijah, the three kings 
went to him, at the intreaty of Jehofhaphat: 
and when they were come at the prophet’s tent, 
which tent was pitched out of the camp, they 
aiked him, “ What would become of the army ?” 
and Joram was particularly very prefling with 
him about it. And when he replied to him. 
That “ he fhould not trouble him, but go to his 
father's and mother’s prophets, for they [to be 
fure] were true prophets,” he ftill delired him 
to prophefy, and to fave them. So he fwore 
by .God, that he would not arifwer him, un¬ 
less it were on account of Jehofhaphat, who 
was an holy and righteous man ; and when, at 
his deiire, they brought him a man that could 
play On the pfaltery, the Divine Spirit came 
upon him, as the mufic played, and he com¬ 
manded them to dig many trenches in the val¬ 
ley ; for, faid he, “ Though there appear neh 
ther cloud, lior wind, nor ftorm ,of rain, ye 
fhall fee this river full of water, till the army 
and the cattle be favcd for you by drinking of 
it: Nor will this he all the favour that you 
fhall receive from God, but you fhall alfo over¬ 
come you enemies, and take the belt and 
riflxongcft cities of the Moabites, and you fhall 
* cut down their fruit trees, and lay walte their 
country, and flop up their fountains and rivers.” 

2. When the prophet* had laid this, the 
nevt day, before the fun was rifen, a great n.r- 
ivnt ran ftrongly : for God had caufed it to 
rain very plentifully at the distance of three 

* T: i practice of cutting doWn,t>r plucking up by the ■ 
roots the fruit tret s was forbidden, even inordinary w-’ts, 
by the law of Moles, Dcut. xx. 19, 20. and only allov ed 
by God, in this particular cafe, when the Moabites v ere j 
to be yu rallied and cut off in an extraordinary manner for j, 
then wickednefs. See Ter. xlviii. 11. 12. 12. and manv *1 


days journey in Edom, fd that the hivy and 
the cattle found water to drink in abundance. 
But when the Moabites heard that the three 
kings were coming upon themy and made their 
approach through the wilderriefs, the ’ring of 
Moab gathered his army together p efemly; 
and Commanded them to pitch their narnp upon 
the mountains, that when the enemies fhould 
j attempt to enter their country, they might not 
be concealed from them. But whui at the 
rifing of the fun they faw the water in the tor- 
j rent, for it was not far from the land of Moab, 
s and that it Was of the colour of * 1 * iff" (for at 
, fuch a time the water efpecially looks red, by 
I the fhining of the fun upon it) they formed a 
falfe notion of the,ftate of their enemies, as if 
they had flain. one another for thirft ; and that 
the river ran with their blood. However, fup- 
pofing that this was the cafe, they delired their 
king would fend them out to fpoil their ene¬ 
mas ; whereupon they all went in hafle, as to 
an advantage already gained, and came to the 
enemies camp, as fuppofmg them deftroyed al¬ 
ready. But their hope deceived them; for a3 
their enemies flood round about them, fome of 
them were cut to pieces, and others of them 
were difperfed, and fled to their own country. 
And when the kings fell into the land of 
Moab, they overtbreW*riie cities that were in 
it, and fpoiled their' fields, and marred them, 
filling them with ftones out of the~brooks, and 
cut -down the belt of their trees, and flopped 
up their fountains of water, and overthrew 
their walls to their foundations. But the king 
of Moab, when he was purfued, endured a 
1 fiege, and feeing his city in danger of being 
overthrown by force, made a fally, and went 
out with feven hundred men, in order to break 
through the enemies camp, with his horfemen, 
on that fide where the watch feemed to be 
kept raoft negligently ; and vrhen, upon trial, 

he 

the like prophecies againft them. Nothing could there¬ 
fore juflify this practice but a particular commiffion ftgm 
God by his prophet, as in the prefent cafe, which was 
ever a fulficient warrant for breaking any fuch ritual or 
ceremonial law whatfoever. 
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he oiyjlt^not get away, for he light upon a 
place ihat was carefully watched, he returned 
into the city, and did a thing that (hewed de~ 
fpair, and the utmoft diftrefs; for he took his 
eldeft^fop, who was to reign after him, and 
lifting, Vm ^up upon the wall, that he might 
be vilibrbAo all the enemies, he offered him 
as a whole ncfrnt-offering to God 5 whom when 
the kings faw,, they commiferated the diftrefs 
that waa-the occafion of it; and were fo af- 
"lefted, in w 5 W>f humanity and pity, that they 
railed the fiegej 1 and every one returned to his 
own 1 ’ r ", So Jehofhaphat came to Jerufa- 
Iem, and continued in peace there, and out¬ 
lived this expedition but a little time, and then 
died, haying lived in all fixty years, and of 
them reigned twenty-five. He was buried in 
a magnificent manner in Jerulalem, for he had 
imitated the actions of David. 


CHAP. IV. 

j'thnram fucceeds JehcJhaphat: How for am 
his Name fake. King of Ifrael , fought with 
the Syrians; and what Wonders were done 
' by the Prophet Eli/ha. 

§ r. TEHOSHAPHAT had a good num- 
ber of children; but he appointed his 
eldeft fon, Jehoram, to be his fucceffor, who 
had the fame name with his mother’s brother, 
that was king of Ifrael, and the fon of Ahab. 
Now when the king of Ifrael was come out of 
the land of Moab to Samaria, hejfiad with him 
Elifha the prophet, whole ads I have a mind 
to go.over. particularly, for they were illuftrious, 

* /(That this woman, who cried to Elifha, and who in 
our Bible is ftyled./A* wife of our of the fens of the prophets, 
2 Kings iv. was no other than the widow of Obadiih, 
the good fteward of Ahab, is confirmed by the Chaldee 
Paraphrafl, .and by.the Rabbins and others. Nor is that 
unlikely which Jofcphus here adi^, that thefe debts were 
contracted by her hufband for.the fiTpport of thofe hundred 
of the Lord's prophets , whom he maintained by fifty in a cave, 
,in the days of Ahab and Jezebel, 1 Kings xviii. 4, which 
i'bsumtrance rendered it highly fit that the prophet Elifha 
fnould provide her a remedy, and enable- her to redeem 
herfelf and her foils from the fear of that fiavery which in- 
folvent debtors were liable to by the law of Mofes, Levit. - 
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and worthy to be related, as wc have tjiem fet 
down in the facred books. f 

2. For they fay that the * widos# of Oba- 
diah, Ahab’s fteward, came to him, ami fa id, 
That “ he was not ignorant how her hufband 
had preferved the prophets that were to be (lain 
by Jezebel, the wife of Ahab ; for fhe (aid that 
he hid an hundred of them, and had borrowed 
money for their maintenance, and that after 
herhufband’s death, fhe and her children were 
carried away to be made Haves by the creditors ; 
and fire defired of him to have mercy upon her 
on account of what her hufband did, and af¬ 
ford her fome affiftance.” And when he afked 
her, what fhe had in the houfe ? (he find, no¬ 
thing but a very fmall quantity of oil in a cruife. 
So the prophet bid her go away, and borrow a 
great many empty Veflels of her neighbours, 
and when fhe had flint her chamber-door, to 
pour the oil into them all ; for that God would 
fill them full. And when the woman had 
done what fhe was commanded to do, and bad 
her children bring every one of the veflels, and 
all were filled, and not one left empty, flic came 
to the prophet, and told him that they were all 
full: Upon which he advifed her to go away, 
and fell the oil, and pay the creditors what was 
owing to them ; for that there would be fome 
furplus of the price of the oil, which fhe might 
make ufe of for the maintenance of her child¬ 
ren. And thus did Elilha difeharge the wo¬ 
man’s debts, and free her from the vexation of 
her creditors. 

3. J - Elisha alfo fent an.hafty meffage to 
Joram, and exhorted him to take care of tfiat 

place, 

xxv. 39. Matt, xviii. 23. which be did accordingly, with 
God’s help, at the expence of a miracle. "• 

f Dr Hudfon, with very good rcafon, fufpecis that 
there is no fmall defe<ft in our prefent copies of Jofenhu*, 
jult before the beginning of this feefiion, and that chiefly 
as to thatdittinft account which he had given us yeafonto 
expert in the firft feftion, and to which he feems to refer, 
chap. viii. § 6. concerning the glorious miracles which li- 
lifha wrought, which indeed in our Bibles aie not a few, 
2 Ipnga iv,—ix. hutXif which we have fever il omjttei 
in Jofephus’s prefent .copies. 'One of thofe hiilories, o- 
mitted at,p(|ri 3 Sbt, vtfas evidently in his Bible; I mean that 

of 


• 4 - G» 



Book IX 


334 ANTI QJJ t T It S 

place, for that therein were feme Syrians lying 
in ambuih to kill him. So the king did as the 
prophet exhorted him, and avoided his going 
3-hunting. And when Benhadad miflTed of the 
fuccefs of his lying in ambufh, he was wroth, 
with his own fervants, as if they had betrayed 
his ambuihment to Joram; and he fent for them, 
and faid they were the betrayers of his fecret 
counfcls ; and he threatened that he would put 
them to death, fince fuch their practice was 
evident, bccaufe he had intruded this fecret to 
none but them, and yet it was made known to 
his enemy. And when one that was prefent 
faid, That “ he fhould not miftake himfelf, 
nor fufpeft that they had difeovered to his ene¬ 
my his fending men to kill him, but that he 
ought to know that it was Elifha the prophet 
who difeovered all to him, and laid open all 
his counfels.” So lie gave order that they 
fhould fend fome to learn in what city Elifha 
dwelt. Accordingly, thofe that were fent 
brought word, that he was in Dothan ; where¬ 
fore Benhadad fent to that city a great army, 
with horfes and chariots, to take Elifha ; fo 
they encoinpaffed the city lound about by 
night, and kept him therein confined : But 
when the prophet’s fervant in the morning 
perceived this, and that his enemies fought to 
take Elifha, he came running, and crying out 
after a difordsred manner to him, and told him 
of it; but he encouraged him, and bid him 
not be afraid, and to defpife the enemy, and 
truft in the affiftance of God, and was him¬ 
felf without fear: and he befought God to 
make manifeft to his fervant his power and 
prefence, fo far as was pofliblc, in order to the 
infpiring him with hope and courage. Accord- 

of the caring--of Naaman’t Icprofy, 2 King", v. for he plain¬ 
ly alludes 10 it, B. III. clup. xi. $ 4. where he obferves. 
That “ there were lepers in many nations who yet have 
been in honour, and not only free from reproach, and a- 
voidanoe, but who have been great captains of armies* 
and been intruded with Itigh offices in the commonwealth, 
and have had^the privilege of entering into holy places and 
temples.” Beit -what makes me mo ft to regret the want of 
that hiftory in our pitlent copies of’joffephtts, is this, that 
we have here, as it is commonly, undcrftqpd. one of thb 
greateft difficulties in all the Bible, that-id -gatings v, 18; 
—iq. where Naaman, after he had been iniraculoufly 
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ingly God heard the prayer of the^-prp-phet 
and made the fervant fee a multitude of dnariot: 
and horfes encompaffing Elifha, till he laid a- 
fide his fear, and his courage revived, at the 
fight of what he fuppofed was comp td thcii 
affiftance. After this Elifha didfaTthcc intreai 
God, that he would dim the eyes of ;n«ir ene¬ 
mies, and caft a milt before th~m, whereb) 
they might not difeern him. When this was 
done, he went into the midft of hi>enemi£s 
and afked them, who it was thai- they came tc 
feek ? And when they replied, the prophet E- 
lifhaj he promifed he would deli""”r*'fiim tc 
them, if they would follow him to the city 
where he was. So thefe men were fo dark¬ 
ened by God in their fight, and in their mind 
that they followed him very diligently ; anc 
when Elifha had brought them to Samaria, he 
ordered Joram the king to fhut the gates, anc 
| to place his own army round about them ; ant 
; prayed to God to dear the eyes of thefe then 
enemies, and take the mifl from before them, 
Accordingly, when they were freed from tht 
obfeurity they had been in, they faw them- 
felves in the midft of their enemies ; and as the 
Syrians were ftrangely amazed and diftrefled 
as was but reafonablc, at an action fo divine 
and furprifing; and as king Joram afked tht 
prophet, if he would give him leave to fhooi 
at them, Elifha forbad him fo to do ; and faid 
That “ it is juft to kill thofe that are taken ii 
battle, but that thefe men had done the country 
no harm, hut without knowing it, were comt 
thither by the divine power.” So that hi: 
counfel was to treat them in an hofpitable man¬ 
ner at his table, and then fend them away 

with- 

cured by a prophet of the true God, and had thereupor 
promiftd, ver. 17. that Ht would henceforth offer nettl'd 
\ bur nt-offenng nor facrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lord 
adds. In this thing the Lord pardon thy fervant , that •whet 
my majh r goeth into the ; houfe of Rimmon to vnrfhip there, am 
he katieth on my hands, and I bow myfelf in the houfe of Rim 
mon, when I bow doVm myfelf in the houfe of,Rimmon, th, 
Lord pardon thy fervant in this thing « And Ehjha faid, C 
in peace. This looks like a prophet’s permiffion for bd»j 
jartaker in idolatry itfelf, out of compliance with Stride, 
‘latrous coast. 
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without hurting them. * Wherefore, Joram 
obeyed'the prophet; and when he had feafted 
the Syrians in a fplendid and magnificent man¬ 
ner, he let them go to Benhadad their king. 

,-No,w when thefe men were come back, 
and ha^| (hewn Benhadad how ftrange an ac¬ 
cident ha^befallen them, and what an appear¬ 
ance and power they had experienced of the 
God of Ifrael, x he wondered at it, as alfo at that 

J prophet with whom God was fo evidently pre- 
ent : So thTvletermined to make no more 
lecrct attempts\ipon the king of Ifrael, out of 
fear : of v,; <ha, but refolved to make open war 
with them, as fuppofmg he could be too hard 
for his enemies by the multitude of his army 
and power. So he made an expedition with a 
great army againft. Joram, who not thinking 
himfelf a match for him, fiiut himfelf up in 
Samaria, and depended on the ftrength of its 
walls; but Benhadad iuppofed he fhould take 
the city, if not by his engines of war, yet that 
ie Ihould overcome the Samaritans by famine, 
and the want of neeeffaries ; and brought his 
army upon them, and beiieged the city And 
the plenty of neeeffaries was brought fo low 
with Joram* that, from, the extremity of want, 
an afs’s head was fold in Samaria for fourfeore 
pieces of filver ; and the Hebrews bought a 
fextary of doves dung, inftead of fait, for five 
pieces of filver. Now Joram was in fear, left 
i'omebody Ihould betray the city to the enemy, 
by reafon of the famine ; and went every day 
round the walls and the guards, to fee whether 
any fuch were concealed among them; and, 
by being thus feen; and taking fuch care, he 
deprived them of the opportunity of contriving 
any fuch thing ; and if they had a mind to do 
it, he by this means prevented them : But 
upon a certain woman crying out, “ Have 

‘ * Upon occafion of this ftratagem ofElifha in Jofe- 
phus, we may take notice, that although Jo fe pi ms was 
one of the greateft lovers of truth in the world, mt in a 
juft war he feems to hare had no manner of female upon 
him by all fuch ftratagems poffible to deceive ene¬ 

mies. 'See this Jofephus’s Recount of Jeremiah's Impo- 
fition on the great men-df the Jews in fomewhat a like 
cafe, Aatiq. B. X. chap. vii. $ 6 . and 2 %m. xvi. 1< 5 , 

&r. 
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pity upon me, my lord,” while he thought 
that Ihe was about to afk for fomcwbht to cat, 
he imprecated God’s curfe upon her/ and faid, 
“ He had neither thrdhing-fioor, nor wine- 
prefs, whence he might give her any thing at* 
her petition.” Upon which fhe faid, “ She 
did not defire his aid in any fuch thing, nor 
trouble him about food; but defired, that he 
would do her juftice as to another woman.” 
And when he bade her fay on, and let him 
know what the defired, flic faid, “ She had 
made an agreement with the other woman, 
who was- her neighbour and her friend, that 
becaufe the famine and want was intolerable, 
they fhould kill their children, each of them 
having a fon of her own, and we will live up¬ 
on them ourfelves for two days; the one day 
upon one fon, and the other day upon the 
other: And, faid Ihe, I have killed my fon the 
firftday,,and we lived upon my fon yefterday; 
but this other woman will not do the fame 
thing, hut hath broken her agreement, and 
hath hid her fon”. This ftory mightily grieved 
Joram when he heard it; fo he rent his gar¬ 
ment, and cried out with a loud voice* and 
conceived great wrath againft Elifha the pro¬ 
phet, and fet himfelf eagerly to have him flain,, 
becaufe he did not pray to God, to provide them 
fome exit and way of efcape out of the mifer- 
ies witli which they were furrounded ; and 
font one away immediately to cut off his head,, 
who made hafte to kill the prophet: But Eli- 
flia was not unacquainted with the wrath of. 
the king againft him; for as he fat in his houfe 
by himfelf, with none but his difciples about 
him, lie told them, that f Joram, who was 
the fon of a murderer, had fent one to take¬ 
away his head; but, faid he, “ when he that is 

com- 

j- This fin of o murderer was Joram, the fon of Ahab, 
which Ahab flew, or permitted his wife Jezebel to Cay, the 
Lord’s prophtets, and Naboth, i Kings xviii. 4. xxi. iq. 
and he is here called by this name, I luppofe, becaufe he 
had now alfo himfelf fent an officer to murder him ; yet i:> 
Jofephus’s account of Joram’s coming himfelf at laft, ^ 
repenting of his intended cruelty, much more probable 
than that in our copies, 2 Kings vi. 33. which rather im¬ 
plies the contrary. 
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-commanded to do this cotrtes, take care that 
you do not let him come in, but prefs the door 
againft him, and hold him faft there; for the 
king himlelf will follow him, and come to 
me, having altered -his mind.” Accordingly, 
they did as they were bidden, when he that 
was fent by the king to kill Elifha came ; but j 
Jorum repented of his wrath againft the pro¬ 
phet, and for fear he that was commanded to ' 
kill him fhould have done it before he came, 
he made hafte to hinder his flaughter, and to 
to fave the prophet; and when he came to 
him, he accufed him that he did not pray to j 
God for their deliverance from the miferies j 
they now lay under, but law them fo fadly ! 
deftroyed by them. Hereupon Elifha promi- j 
fed, that the very next day, at the very fame 
hour in which the king came to him, they ’ 
fhould have great plenty of food, and that two 
fcahs of barley fhould be fold in the market 
for a fhekel, and a feah of line flour fhould be 
fold for a fhekel. This prediction made Jo¬ 
ram, and thofe that were prefent, very joyful ; 
for they did not fcruple believing what the 
prophet faid, on account of the experience they 
had of the truth of his former predictions; and 
the expectation of plenty made the want they 
Were in that day, with the uneafinefs that ac¬ 
companied it, appear a light thing to them: 
'But the captain of the third band, who was 
a friend of the king, and on whofe hand the 
king leaned, faid, “ Thou talkeft of incredible 
■ things, O prophet ! for as it is impoffible for 
God to pour down torrents of barley, or line 
flour, out of heaven ; fo is it impoihblc that 
what thou fayeft fhould come to pals.” To 
which the prophet made this reply, “ Thou 
fhilt fee thefe things come to pafs, but thou 
. fhnlt not be in the Icaft a partaker of them.” 

5. Mow whet Elifha had thus foretold came 
to pafs in the manner following:" There was a 
* law at Samaria, that thofe that had the lepro- 
fy, and whole bodies were not cleanfed from it, 
fhould abide without the city; and there were 
four men that on this account abode before the 

* TIG lav/ of the Jews, for the excJufion of lepers out 


gates, while nobody gave them any food, by 
reafon of the extremity of the famine r and as 
they were prohibited from entering into the 
city by law, and they confidered, that if they 
were permitted to enter, they fhould,mjferably 
perifh by the famine, as alio, that if tfey flay¬ 
ed where they were, they fhould fyller in the 
fame manner, they refolved to/deliver them- 
felves up to the enemy, that in cafe they fhould 
fpare them, they fhould live; but if they fhould 
be killed, that would be an eafy dfadi. So when 
they had confirmed this their Tefolution, they 
came by night to the enemies 
God had begun to affright and difturb the Sy¬ 
rians, and to bring the noife of chariots and 
armour to their ears, as though an army were 
coming upon them, and had made them luf- 
peCt that it was coming nearer and nearer un¬ 
to them. In fhort, they were in fuch a dread 
of this army, that they left their tents, and ran 
together to Benhadad, and faid, That “ Joram 
the king of Ifrael had hired for auxiliaries both 
the king of Egypt, and the king of the Iflands, 
and led them againft them, for they heard the 
noife of them as they were coming.” And 
Benhadad believed what they faid (for there 
came the fame noife to his ears as well as it did 
to theirs); fo they fell into a mighty diforder 
and tumult, and left their horfes and beafts in 
their camp, with immenfe riches alfo, and be- 
; took themfelves to flight: And thofe lepers who 
had departed from Samaria, and were gone to 
the camp of the Syrians, of whom we made 
I mention a little before, when they -were in the 
{ camp, law nothing but great quietnefs and fi- 
lence; accordingly they entered into it, and 
wenthaftily into one of their tents; and when 
, they law nobody there, they eat and drank, 
and carried garments, and a great quantity of 
gold, and hid it out of the camp; after which, 
they went into another tent, and carried oft’ 
what was in it, as they did at the former, and 
this did they four feveral times, without the 
leaft interruption from any body: So they ga- 

' them! 

of the casa* in the wildernefs, anil out of.the cities in 
Judea, isdnuiown one, Lev. xiii. 46. and Numb. v. 1,-4. 
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thercd thereby that the enemies were departed ; 
whereupon they reproached themfelves, that 
they did not inform Joram and the citizens of 
it. So they came to*the walls of Samaria, and 
called^ aloud to the watchmen, and told them 
in wlnU'ftate the enemies were, as did thefe 
tell the # ving’s guards, by whofe means Joram 
came to ft%>w of it; who then fent for his 
friends, and the captains of his hoft, and faid 
to them, That “ he fufpedted that this depar¬ 
ture of tliB.Jdng of Syria was by way of ara- 
bulh and treackery, and that, out of defpair of 
ruining you by famine, when you imagine 
them to be lied away, you may come out of 
the city to fpoil their camp, and he may then 
fall upon you on a fudden, and may both kill 
you, and take the city without fighting ; whence 
it is that l exhort you to guard the city careful¬ 
ly, and by no means to go out of it, or proud¬ 
ly to defpife your enemies, as though they 
were really gone away.” And when a certain 
perfon faid, That “ he did very well and wiie- 
iv to admit fuch a fufpicion, but that he Hill 
advifed him to fend a couple of horfemen to 
iearch all die country, as far as Jordan, that if 
they were Seized by an ambufh of the enemy, 
they might he a fecurity to your army, that 
they may not go out as if they fufpeded no¬ 
thing, nor undergo the like misfortune; and, 
faid he, thole horfemen may be numbered 
among thole that have died by the famine, fup- 
pofing they be caught and deftroyed by the 
enemy.” So the king was pleafed with this 
opinion, and fent luch as might Iearch out the 
truth, who performed their journey over a 
road that war, without any enemies, but found 
it full of provifiops, and of weapons, that they 
had therefore thrown away and left behind 
them, in order to their being light and expedi¬ 
tious in their flight. When the king heard 
this, he fent out the multitude to take the fpoils 
of the camp ; which gains of theirs was not of 
things of finall value, but they took a great 
quantity of gold, and a great quantity of iilver, 
.arid flocks of all kinds of cattle. They alio 
poflefled themfelves of [fo many] ten thoufand 
meafures of wheat and barley, as they never in 
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the leaf! dreamed of; and were not only freed 
from their former miferies, but had fuch plen¬ 
ty, that two feahs of barley were bought for a 
Ihekcl, and a feah of fine flour lor a lhokel, ac¬ 
cording to the prophecy of Elifha : Now a feah 
is equal to an Italian modius and an half. The 
captain of the third band was the only man 
that received no benefit by this plenty ; for as 
he was appointed by the king to overfee the 
gate, that he might prevent the too great 
crowd of the multitude, and they might not 
endanger one another (o perifh by treading on 
one another in the prefs, he fullered himfelf in 
that very way, and died in that very manner, 
as Elifha had foretold fuch his death, when he 
alone of them all difbelieved what he laid con¬ 
cerning that plenty of provisions which they 
fhould foon have. 

6. Hereupon,- when Benhadad, the king of 
Syria, had efcaped to Damaf’cus, and undc-rftood 
that it was God himfelf that call all his army 
into this fear and diforuer, and that it did not 
arife from the invafion of enemies, he was 
mightily caft down at his having God fo great¬ 
ly for his enemy, and fell into a diftemper. 
Now it happened that Elifha the prophet, a! 
that time, was gone out of his own country to 
Damafcus, of which Benhadad was informed ; 
he fent Ha/.ael, the moll faithful of all his fer- 
vants, to meet him, and to carry him prefents, 
and bade him enquire of him about his diftem¬ 
per, and whether lie Ihould eleape the danger 
that it threatened. So Hazaei came to Elifha. 
with forty camels, that carried the heft and 
moll precious fruits that the country of Da¬ 
mafcus afforded, as well as thole which the 
king’s palace fupplied. He fainted him kind¬ 
ly, and faid, That “ he was lent to him by 
king Benhadad, and brought prcfenis with 
him in order to enquire concerning his diftem¬ 
per, whether he llioukl recover from b or not if” 
Whereupon the prophet bid him tell the king 
no melancholy news, hut Hill he laid lie would 
die. So the king’s fervant was troubled to hear 
it; and Elilha wept aim, and his tears, ran 
down plenteoufly at his fore light of what mi- 
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ferics his people would undergo after the death 
of Benhidad. And when Hazacl afked him, 
what was the occaiion of this confufion he was 
in ? he faid, That u he wept out of his com- 
miferation for the multitude of the Ifraelites, 
and what terrible miferies they will fuffer by 
thee ; for thou wilt Hay the ftrongeft of them, 
and wilt burn their ftrongeft cities, and wilt 
tleftroy their children, and dalh them againft 
the ft ones, and wilt rip up their women with 
child.” And when Hazacl faid, How can it 
be that I ftaould have power enough to do fuch 
things ?” the prophet replied, “ That God had 
informed him that he fhould be king of Syria.” 
So when Hazacl was come to Benhadad, he 
tokl him good news concerning his diftemper; 
* but on the next day he fpread a wet doth, 
in the nature of a net over him, and ftranglcd 
him, and took his dominion. He was an 
a&ive man, and had the good-will cf the Sy¬ 
rians, and of the people of Duma feus, to a 
great degree ; by whom both Benhadad him¬ 
felf, and Hazacl, who ruled after him, are 
honoured to this day as gods, by reafon of 
their benefactions, and their building them 
temples, by which they adorne d the city of the 
Daihafcens. They alfo every day do with great 
pomp pay their worfhip j' to thefe kings, and 
value themfelves upon their antiquity ; nor do 
they know that thefe kings are much later than 
they imagine, and that they are not yet eleven 
hundred years old. Nov; when Joram the 
king of Ilrael heard that Benhadad was dead, 
he recovered out of the terror and dread, he had 

* Since Elijah did not live to anoint Hazacl king of 
Syria himfelf, as he was impowored to do, i Kings xix. 
15. it was molt piohahly now done, in his name, by his 
’t.rvnnt and foeedfor Elillta: Nor does it feem to me 
ether* ife, but that Benhadad immediately recovered of 
his difrafe, as the prophet foretold; and that Ilazacl, 
anon ins being anointed to fuccced him, though he ought 
to have Haul till he died by the eourfe of nature, or feme 
other way of divine punifliment, as did David for many 
ve.ns in the like calc, was too impatient, and tlie very 
next day fmothered or ftranglcd him, in order to come 
direftiv to the lucceflion. 

f 'What Mr Lc Clerke pretends here, that it is more 
probable that Hazacl and his fort were worlhipped by the 
Syrians, and people of Damafcus, till the days of Jofe- 
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been In on his account, and was very glad to 
live in peace. 

CHAP. V. 

r /' 

Concerning the Wichcdnefs of Jehoram^jCing of 

Jen film , his Defeat , and Deyfifjt 

« ^ 

§ h\TOW Jehoram, the king of Jcrufalcm, 
X tI for we have faid before that lie had 
the fame name with the king of Iljad, as foon 
as he had taken the government/ipon him, be¬ 
took himfelf to the daughter of his brethren, 
and his father’s friends, who were governors 
under him, and thence made a beginning, and 
a demonftration of his wickednefs ; nor was he 
at all better than thofe kings of Ifrael who at 
ftrft tranfgrefted againft the laws of their coun¬ 
try, and of the Hebrews, and againft God’s 
worfhip; And it was Athaliah, the daughter 
of Ahab, whom he had married, who taught 
him to be a bad man in other re/pedts, and alfo 
to worfhip foreign gods. Now God would not 
quite root out this family, becaufe of the pro- 
mife Ire had made to David : However, Jeho¬ 
ram did not leave off the introduction of new 
fortsof cuftoms, to the propagation of impiety, 
and to the ruin of the cuftoms of his own coun¬ 
try. And when the Edomites about that time 
had revolted from him, and flain their former 
king, who was in fubjedtion to his Either, and 
had fet up one of their own ehufing, Jehoram 
fell upon the land of Edom, with the horfemen 

that- 

phus, than Benhadad and Hazael, becaufe under Benha¬ 
dad they had greatly fuffered, and becaufe it is almoft in¬ 
credible, that both a king, and that king’s murderer, 
Ihould be worlhipped by • the fame Syrians, is of little 
force againft thofe records, out of which Jofephus drew 
this hiftory, efpecially when it is likely that they thought 
Benhadad died of the diftemper he laboured under, and 
not by Hazael’s treachery. Befidcs, the reafon that Jofe¬ 
phus gives for this adoration, that thefe two kings had 
been great benefactors to the inhabitants of Damafcus, 
and had built them temples, is too remote from the poli¬ 
tical iufpicions of Le Clerke ; nor ought fuch weak fufpi- 
cions to be deemed of any force againft authentic tefet-* 
monies of antiquity. 
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that were about him, and the chariots, by night, 
and dellroyed thofe that lay near to his own 
kingdom, but did not proceed farther. How¬ 
ever, this expedition did him no fervice, for 
they all revolted from him, with thofe that 
dwelt i«j the country of Libnah. He was in¬ 
deed fo fiiad, as to compel the people to go up 
to the bigtplaces of the mountains, and wor- 
ihip foreign gods. 

2. As he was doing thus, and had entirely 


lafled a great while (for God inflidted this pun- 
ifhmentupon liim in his belly, out of lih, wrath 
againlt him) and fo he died miierably, and law 
his own bowels fall out. The pcojile alio abu- 
fed his dead body : I fwppofe it was, beejuie 
they thought that Inch his death came upon him 
by the wrath, of God, and th.it therefore he w;t,r 
i not worthy to partake of Inch a funeral as be- 
j i came kings. Accordingly, they neither buried 
him in the fepuichres of his fathers, norvoueh- 


call his ovg\ country laws out of his mind, 
there was brought him an epiltle * from Elijah 
the prophet, which declared that “ God would 
execute gre *t judgments upon him, becaul'e he 
had not imitated his own fathers, but had fol¬ 
lowed the wicked courfes of the kings of Ifrael; 
and had compelled the tribe of Judah, and the 
citizens of Jerufalern, to leave the holy word.ip 
of their own God, and to worfhip idols, as A- 
hah had compelled the H’raclites to do; and be- 
caufe he had llain his brethren, and the men 
that were good and righteous. And the pro¬ 
phet gave him notice in this epiltle, what pun- 
ifnment he fhould undergo for thele crimes, 
namely, the deftruftion of his people, with the 
corruption of the king’s own wives and children; 
and that he fhould himfeif die of a diftemper 
in his bowels, with long torments, thofe his 
bowel% falling out by the violence of the in¬ 
ward rottennefs of the parts, infomuch, that 
though he fee his own milery, lie fhall not be 
able at all to help himfeif, but fhall die in that 
manner.” This it was which Elijah denoun¬ 
ced to him in that epiftle. 

3. It was not long after this, that an army of 


fafed him any honours, but buried him like a 
private man, and this when he had lived forty 
years, and reigned eight : And the people of 
Jerufalern delivered the government to his fun 
Ahaziah. 


C II A P. VI. 

IIow Jehu was anointed King ; and /lew loth 
/foram and ylhaziah : as alfo what he did 
for the Pun foment of the Wicked. 

§ 1. \ TOW Joram, the king of Ifrael, after 
JL\| the death of Benhadad, hoped that 
he might now take Ramoth, a city of Gilead, 
from the Syrians. Accordingly, he made an 
expedition againft it, with a great army ; but 
as he was befieging it, an arrow was flint at 
him by one of the Syrians, but the wound was 
not mortal : So lie returned to have bis wound 
healed in Jezrecl, but left his whole army its 
Ramoth, and Jehu the Ion of Nimihi for their 
general, for he had already taken the city by 
force ; and he propofed, after he was healed, 
to make war with the Syrians : But Eiilha the 


thofe Arabians that lived near to Ethiopia, and j 
of the Philistines, fell upon the kingdom of Jc~ 
horam, and ipoiled the country, and the king’s 
lioufe : Moreover, they flew ins fons, and his j 
wives ; one only of his fons was left him, who 
cfcaped the enemy ; his name was Ahaziah : 
After which calamity, he himfeif fell into that 
difeafe which was foretold by the prophet, and ! 

* This cpif'le, in fome copies of Jofephus, is fa id to 
eorae tiTjoram from Elijah, with this addition, for he nv is 
yet upon earth , which could not he true of Elijah, who, 
as all agree, was gone from the earth about four years be¬ 
fore, and could only be true of Eiilha: nor perhaps is 


: prophet font 0:1c of his difciplcs to Ramoth, 
and gave him holy oil to anoint {eliu, and to 
j tell him, that God had chofen him to be their 
i king, tie alfo fent him to fay other things to 
j him, and bid him to take his journey as if lie 
fled, that when lie came away he might deape 
the knowledge of all men. So when he was 

come 

there any more myflery here, than that the name of EK- 
jah has very anciently crept .nto the text indeed of Etiliu, 
by the copiers j there being nothing in any cap) of 
epiltle peculiar to Elijah. 
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come to the city, he found Jehu fitting in the 
midft off the captains of the army, as Elifha 
had foretold he ihould find him. So he came 
up to him, and laid that he defired to fpeak 
with him about certain matters ; and when he 
was arifen, and had followed him into an in¬ 
ward chamber, the young man took the oil, 
and poured it on his head, and laid, That 
“ God ordained him to be king, in order to 
his deftroying the houfe of Ahab, and that he 
might revenge the blood of the prophets, that 
were unjuftly flain.by Jezebel, that fo their 
houfe might utterly perilh, as thofe of Jero¬ 
boam, the fon of Nebat, and of Baalha, had 
periflied for their wickednefs, and no feed 
might remain of Ahab’s family.” So when 
he had faid this, he went away haflily out of 
the chamber, and endeavoured not to be feen 
by any of the army. 

e. But Jehu came out, and went to the 
place where he before fat with the captains; 
and when they a iked him, and defired him to 
tell them, wherefore it was that this young 
man came to him ? and added withal, that he 
was mad : He replied, you guefs right, for 
the words he fpake were the words of a mad¬ 
man : And when they were eager about the 
matter, and defired he would tell them, he 
anfwered, that God had laid, “ lie had chofen 
him to be king over the multitude.” When 
he had faid this, every one of them *' put off 
bis garment, and llrcwed it under him, and 
blew with trumpets, and gave notice, that Jehu 
was king. So when he had gotten the army 
together, lie was preparing to fet out im¬ 
mediately again ft Joram, at the city Jezrcel, 
; n which cby, as we ('aid before, he was heal¬ 
ing of the wound which he had received in the 
liege of Rarnotb. It happened, alio that A- 
haziah, king of jerufalem, was now come to 
|oram, for lie was his lifter’s fon, as we have 

4 Spinlk-im here notes, that this putting off mens 
garment"., and 11 v. vim* them under a king, was ,.n e.til- 
uii cull m.a, v, hifli lie h.wi die where explained. 

Our copies fay, that this driving ol the that iota. teas 
iflv the driving nf "'jihu the jin (f Nitn/li, for 'he dnvrth furi- 
n.jly, 2 liinps i\. 20. whereas Jofephus’s copy, as lie utt- , 
eerfleod it, eras this, that, on the contrary, Jehu inarch- ! 
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faid already, to fee how he did after his wound, 
and this upon account of their kindred : But as 
Jehu was defirous to fall upon Joram, and thofe 
with him on the fudden, he defired that none 
of the foldiers might run away, and tell to Jo¬ 
ram what had happened ; for that this- would 
be an evident demonflration of their kindnefs 
to him, and would fhew that their heal inclina¬ 
tions were to make him king. 

3. So they were pleafed with what he did, 
and guarded the roads, left foipjebody Ihould 
privately tell the thing to tholb that were at 
Jezreel. Now Jehu took his choice horfemen, 
and fat upon his chariot, and went on for Jez¬ 
reel ; and when he was come near, the watch¬ 
man, whom Joram had fet there, to fpy out 
fuch as came to the city, faw Jehu marching 
on, and told Joram that he faw a troop of 
horfemen marching on ; upon which he im¬ 
mediately gave orders, that one of his horfe¬ 
men Ihould be font out to meet them, and to 
know who it was that was coming. So when 
the horfemen came up to Jehu, he afked him, 
in what condition the army was ? for that the 
king wanted to know it; but Jehu bid him 
not at all to meddle with fuch matters, but to 
follow him. When the watchman faw this, 
he told Joram that the horfeman had mingled 
himfelf among the company, and came*along 
with them. And when the king fent a fecond 
meftenger, Jehu commanded him to do as the 
former did; and as foon as the watchman told 
this allb to Joram, he at laft got upon his cha¬ 
riot himfelf, together with Ahaziah, the king 
of Jcrulalem ; for, as we faid before, he was 
there to fee how Joram did, after he had been 
wounded, as being his relation. So he went 
out to meet Jehu, who marched f flowly, and 
in good order ; and when Joram met him 
| in the Held of Naboth, he allied him, if 

all 

ed Jlonvly, and in g*od order. Nor can it be denied, that 
finee there was interval enough for king Joram to fend out 
two horfemen, one after another, to Jehu, anti jt length 
to go out with king Ahaziah to meet him, anti all this'-ah 
ter lie was come within fight of the watchman, and be¬ 
fore he was come to Jezreel, the probability is greatly on 
the fide of Joicplnis's copy or interpretation. 
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all things were well in the camp ? but Jehu 
reproached him bitterly, and ventured to call 
his mother a witch, and an harlot. Upon this, 
> the king fearing what he intended, and fufpedt- 
ing he had no good meaning, he turned his 
chariot ^bout as foon as he could, and faid to 
Ahaziati, we are fought againft by deceit and 
treachery : But Jehu drew his bow, and fmote 
him, the arrow going through his heart; fo 
Joram fell down immediately on his knee, and 
gave up the Jehu alfo gave orders to 

Bidkar, the captain of the third part of his ar¬ 
my, to c 3 ;> the dead body of Joram into the 
field of Naboth, putting him in mind of the 
prophecy which Elijah prophcfied to Aliab his 
father, when he had (lain Naboth, that both he 
and his family fhould peril'll in that place ; for 
that, as they fat behind Ah ah’s chariot, they 
heard the prophet lay fo, and that it was now 
come to pals according to his prophecy. 'Up¬ 
on the fall of Joram, Ahaziah was afraid of 
his own life, and turned his chariot into an¬ 
other road, luppofmg he Ihould not be feen by 
Jehu ; but he followed after him, and overtook 
him at a, certain acclivity, and drew his bow, 
and wounded him ; fo he left his chariot, and 
got upon his horfc, and fled from Jehu to Me- 
giddo; and though he was under cure, in a 
little time he died of that wound, and was car¬ 
ried to Jerufalem, and buried there, after he 
had reigned one year, and had proved a wick¬ 
ed man, and worl'e than his father. 

4. Now when Jehu was come to Jezreel, 
Jezebel adorned herfelf, and flood upon a tow¬ 
er, and laid, “ He was a fine fervant that had 
killed his maftcr.” And when lie looked up 
to her, he alked who flic was ? and command¬ 
ed her to come down to him. At laft he or¬ 
dered the eunuchs to throw her down from the 
tower ; and being thrown down, fhe befprinkled 
the wall with her blood, and was troddeft upon 
by the horfes, and lo died. When this was done, 
Jehu came to the palace with his friends, and 
^ojakrfome refreflitnent after his journey, both 
' with other things, and by eating a meal. He 
alfo bid his fervants to take up fezebel, and 
bury her, becaufe of the nobility of her blood, 
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for fhe was defeended from k|res 'out ihofe 
that were appointed to bury her, found no¬ 
thing elfe remaining but the exweme parts of 
hci body, for all the red were eaten bv dog^. 
When Jehu heard this, he admired the pro¬ 
phecy of Elijah, for he foretold that fhe ihould 
perifh in this manner at, Jezreel. 

5. Now Ahab had levcnty ions brought up 
in Samaria. So Jehu fent two epiflles, the one 
to them that brought up the children, the 
other to the rulers of Samaria, which laid, 
1 hat they fhould let up the mod valiant of 
Allah’s foils for king ; for that they had abun¬ 
dance of chariots, and horfes, and armour, and 
a great army, and fenced cities; and that, by 
lo doing, they might avenge the murder of 
Aliab.” This he wrote, to try the inten¬ 
tions of thole of Samaria. Now, when the 
rulers, and thole that had brought up the chil- 
I dren, had read the letter, they were afraid ; 
and, confidcring that they were not at all able 
to oppofe him, who had already fubdueif two 
very great kings, they returned him this nu- 
fwer, “ That they owned him for their lord, 
and would do wluitfoevir he bad them.” So 
he wrote back to them Inch a reply, as en¬ 
joined them to obey what he gave order for, 

| ;md to cut off* the heads of Allah’s funs, and 
I lend them to him. Accordingly, the rulers 
I fent for thofe that brought up the Ions of Aliab, 
and commanded them to flay them, to cut oil* 
their heads, and fend them to Jehu. ' So they 
did whatfoever they were commanded, with¬ 
out omitting any thing at all ; and put them 
up in wicker baikets, and fent them to J er¬ 
red. And when Jehu, as lie wis at flip¬ 
per with his friends, was informed that the 
heads ol Ahab’s foils were brought, he ordered 
them to make two heaps of them, one before 
each of the gates ; and in the morning he 
went out to take a view of them ; and when 
he faw them, he began to lay to the people 
that were prefent, “ 1 hat he did fffmfeif make 
an expedition againll his mailer [jorum) and 
flew him; but that it was not he that flew all 
thefe : And he defired them to take notice, 
4 I that, 
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that, as to Allah’s family, all things had come 
to pats according to God’s prophecy, and his 
houfe was pcrithcd according as Elijah had 
foretold.” And when he had farther deftroy- 
ed all the kindred of Ahab that were found in 
Jezreel, he went to Samaria; and as he was 
upon the road, he met the relations of Aha- 
y.iah, king of Jerufalcm, and afkcd them whi¬ 
ther they were going? They replied, that they 
nine to lalute Jor.un, and their own king, 
Ahaziah ; for they knew that he had flain 
them both : So Jehu gave orders that they 
fhnuld catch thefe, and kill them, being in 
number forty-two perfons. 

6 . After thefe, there met him a good and 
a righteous man, whofe name was Jehonadab , 
and who had been his friend of old. He falu- 
ted ]ehu, and began to commend him, hecaule 
lie had done every tiling according to the will 
of God, in extirpating the houfe of Ahab. So 
Jehu deli red him to come up into his chariot, 
and <nake his entry with him into Samaria ; 
and told him, That “ he would not fpare one 
wicked man, hut would puniih the falfe pro¬ 
phets, and falfe priefts, and thofe that deceived 
the multitude, and perfuaded them to leave the 
worfhip of God Almighty, and to worfhip 
foreign rods : and that it was a mod excellent 

O O 

and moft pleafing light to a good and a righte¬ 
ous man to fee the wicked punifhed.” So Je- 
honadab was perfuaded by thefe arguments, 
and came up into fehu’s chariot, and came 
to Samaria. And Jehu iought out for all A- 
hab’s kindred, and flew them. And being 
defirous that none of the falfe prophets, nor 
the priefts of Ahab’s god, might efcape punifh- 
ment, he caught them deceitfully by this wile : 
for he gathered all the people together, and 
laid. That “ he would worfhip twice as many 
gods as Ahab worfhipped, and defired that his 
priefts, and prophets, and fervants, might be 
nrefent, becaufc he would offer coftly and great 
facrlfices to Ahab’s god, and that if any of 
his priefts were wanting, they fhould be punifh- 
od with death.” Now Ahab’s god was called 
Baal: And when he had appointed a day on 
which he would offer thofe facriflccs, he lent 


melfengers through all the country of the If- 
raelites, that they might bring the priefts ol 
Baal to him. So Jehu commanded to give all the 
priefts veftments ; and when they had received 
them, he went into the houfe [of Baal] with 
his friend Jehonadab, and gave orders to make 
fcareh, whether there were not any foreigner or 
ftrangcr among them ; for he would have no 
one of a different religion to mix among their 
facred offices. And when they laid that there 
was no ftranger there, and they were begin¬ 
ning their facrifices, he fet fourfeore men with¬ 
out, they being fuch of his foldiers as he knew 
to be moft faithful to him ; and hid them flay 
the falfe prophets, and now vindicate the laws 
of their country, which had been a long time 
in difefteem. He alfo threatened, that if anv 
one of them efcaped, their own lives fhould 
gp for them. So they flew them all with the 
fword ; and burnt the houfe of Baal, and by, 
that means purged Samaria of foreign cuftoms, 
[idolatrous worfhip]. Now this Baal was the 
god of the Tyrians; and Ahab, in order to 
gratify his father-in-law Ethbaal, who was the 
king of Tyre and Sidon, built a temple for him 
in Samaria, and appointed him prophets, and 
worfhipped him with all forts of worfhip, al¬ 
though, when this god was demolifhed, Jehu 
permitted the Ilraelites to worfhip the golden 
heifers. However, becaufe he had done thus, 
and taken care to punifh the wicked, God 
foretold by his prophet, that his fons fhould 
reign over Ifrael for four generations : And ia 
this condition was Jehu at this time. 

CHAP., VII. 

How Jit hall ah reigned over Jerufalcm for five 
[M T 'ears, ivhen Jehoiada the High Prieji 
flew her , and made fehoajh , the Son of A~ 
hastiab, King. 

§ 1. \TOW when Athaliah, the daughter of 
Ahab, heard of the death of he r - bro¬ 
ther Joram, and of her fon Ahaziah, and ftr 
the royal family, {he endeavoured that none of 

the 
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the houfe of David might be left alive, hut j 
that the whole family might be exterminated, 
that no king might arife out of it afterward ; 
and, as five thought, fhe had actually done it; 
but one of Ahaziah’s fons was preferred, who 
el’eaped death after the manner following: A- 
haziah had^a lifter by the fame father, whofe 
name was jebofljcba, and fhe was married to 
the high prieft Jehoiada. She went into the 
king’s palace, and found Jehoafh, for that was 
the little chilcX^ name, who was not above a 
year old, among thole that were flain, but con¬ 
cealed with liis nurfe ; fo flic took him with 
her into a fecret bed-chamber, and lliut him 
up there, and Hie and her hufband Jehoiada 
brought him up privately in the temple fix 
years, during which time Athaliah reigned over 
Jerufalem, and the two tribes. 

2. Now, on the feventh year, Jehoiada com¬ 
municated the matter to certain of the captains 
of hundreds, live in number, and perfuaded 
them to he aflifting to what attempts he was 
making againll Athaliah, and to join with him 
in afterting the kingdom to the child. He alfo 
received fuch oaths from them as are proper to 
l’ccurc thole that affift one another from the fear 
of difeovery, and he was then of good hope 
that they fliould depofe Athaliah. Now thole 
men whom Jehoiada the priel/; had taken to be 
his partners, went into all the country, and 
gathered together the priefts, and the Levites, 
and the heads of the tribes out of it, and came 
and brought them to Jerufalem to the high 
prieft. So he demanded the fecurity of an oath 
of them, to keep private whatfoever he fhould 
difeover to them, which required both their 
filence and their affiftance. So when they had 
taken the oath, and had thereby made it fafe 
for him to fpeak, he produced the child that he 
ha-d brought up, of the family of David, and 
faid to them, “ This is your king, of that houfe 
which you know God hath foretold {hould reign 
over you for all time to come : I exhort you 
therefore that one third part of you guard him 
ift fhe temple, and that a fourth part keep watch 
at all the gates of the temple, and that the next 
part of you keep guard at the gate which opens 
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and leads to the king’s palace, and let the reft 
ol the multitude be unarmed in the temple, and 
let ho armed perfon go into the terhple but the 
prieft only. He alfo gave them this order bo¬ 
lides, that a part of the priefts and the Levites 
fhould be about the king himlelf, and be a guard 
to him, with their drawn 1'words, and to kill 
that man immediately, wliocver he be, that 
lhould be fo hold as to enter armed into the 
temple; and bid them be afraid of nobody, hut 
perfevere in guarding the king.” So thcle men 
obeyed what the high prieft advifed them to, 
and declared the reality of their rclolution by 
their actions. Jehoiada alfo opened that ar¬ 
mory which David had made in the temple, 
and diftributed to the captains of hundreds, as 
alfo to the priefts and Levites, all the fpcars and 
quivers, and what kind of weapons foever it 
j contained, and fet them armed in a circle round 
1 about the temple, fo as to touch one anothers 
hands, and by that means excluding thofe from 
entering that ought not to enter. So they 
brought the child into the midft of them, and 
put on him the royal crown, and jehoiada 
anointed him with the oil, and made him king; 
and the multitude rejoiced, and made a noife, 
and cried, “ God lave the king.” 

3. When Athaliah unexpectedly heard the 
tumult, and the acclamations, fire was greatly 
difturbed in her mind, and fuddenly illued out 
of the royal palace with her own army; and 
when ftte was come to the temple, the priefts. 
received her; but as for thofe that Hood round 
about the temple, as they were ordered by the 
high prieft to do, they hindered the armed 
men that followed her from going in. But 
when Athaliah faw the child Handing upon a 
pillar, with the royal crown upon his head, 
fhe rent her cloaths, and cried out vehemently, 
and commanded [her guards] to kill him that 
had laid fnares for her, and endeavoured to 
deprive her of the government: But Jehoiada 
called for the captains of hundreds, and com¬ 
manded them to bring Athaliah to the valjcy 
of Cedron, and flay her there; for he would 
not have the temple defiled with the punilli- 

raents. 
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incuts of this pernicious woman ; and he gave 
order, that if any one came near to help her, 
he lhould be (lain alio ; wherefore, thofe that 
had the charge of her daughter, took hold of 
her, and led her to the gate of the king’s mules, 
and dew her there. 

4. Now as foon as what concerned Athaliah 
was by this Ifratagem after this manner dif- 
patehed, Jehoiada called together the people, 
and the armed men, into the temple, and made 
them take an oath, that they would be obedi¬ 
ent. to the king, and take care of his fafety, 
and of the fafety of his government; after 
which, he obliged the king to give fecurity 
[upon oath] that he would worfhip God, and 
not tranfgrels the law's of Moles: They then 
van to the houle of Baal, which Athaliah and 
her hufband Jthornm had built, to the dillion- 
our of the God of their fathers, and to the 
honour of Ahab, and demohihed it, and Hew 
Matan, that had his pricithood: But jehoiada 
intruded the care and cudody of the temple to 
the pricld,s and Lcvites, according to the ap¬ 
pointment of king David, and enjoined them 
to bring their regular burnt-offerings tw'ice a 
day, and to offer incenl’e according to the law'. 
He alio ordained ionic of the Lcvites, with the 
porters, to be a guard to the temple, that no 
one that was drilled might come there. 

c;. And when jehoiada had iet theie things 
in order, he, with the captains of hundreds, 
and rulers, and all the people, took Jehoafh 
out of the temple into the king’s palace; and 
when he had iet him upon the kings throne, 
the people ihouted for joy, and betook them- 
ielves to leading, and kept a fedival for many 
days ; but the citv was quiet upon the death of 
Athaliah. Now Jehoafh was feven years old 
when lie took the kingdom : His mother’s name 
was Xibiah, of tlic city Beerdieha. And all 
tlie time that Jehoiada lived, Jehoaih was care ¬ 
ful that the laws ihould be kept, and very zeal¬ 
ous in the worihip of God ; and when he was 
of age, he married two wives, who were given 
to him hv the high pried, by whom were horn 
to him both Jons and daughters. And thus 
much iiio.il fuffke to have related concerning 


OF THEfjjE -‘W S. 

king Joafh, hotv'cfcaped the treachery of 
Athaliah, and how he received the kingdom. 

ciiap. viii. 

llazael makes an Expedition cigainjl the PcopL 
of Tfrael , and ihe Inhabitants cy 'Jcmfaltm 
'Jehu dies, and jfeboahaz fuccceds in the Go¬ 
vernment. ffehoajh , the King of ffcrufaltw, 
at frjl is careful about the Wujhip of Cud. 
but afterwards becomes impious, and com¬ 
mands Zechariah to be Jloued., When ‘fr- 
hoafj \_King of j'udalf was dead, Zimannd 
freseeds him m the Kingdom. 

§ I. OW Ha z a cl, king of Syria, foug,,. 

Jk^l againd the Iiraclitcs, and their king 
Jehu, and fpoiledthe eaftern parts of the coun¬ 
try beyond Jordan, which belonged to the 
Rcubenites, and Gaditcs, and to [the half tribe 
of] Manaditcs ; as alfo Gilead, and Bafhan, 
burning and fpoiling, and offering -violence to 
all that be laid his hands on ; and this without 
impeachment from Jehu, wdio made no halu 
to defend the country when it was under thi> 
diilrefs: nav, he was become a contemner oi 
religion, and a dcipiier of holineis, and of the 
laws; and died when lie had reigned over tin 
Ifraelites tw'enty-fcven years. He was buried 
in Samaria ; and left Jehoahaz his lou his fuc- 
ceffbr in the government. 

2. Now' Jehoafh, king of Jerufalem, had 
an inclination to repair the temple of God ; 
fo he called Jehoiada, and bid him fend the 
the Lcvites andprieds through all the country, 
to require half a diekel of diver for every head, 
tow'ards the rebuilding and repairing of the 
temple, which was brought to decay by Jcho- 
ram, and Athaliah, and her Ions. But the high 
pried did not do this, as concluding- that no 
one w'otdd willingly pay that money ; but on 
the twentv-third rear of Tehoafh’s rtign, when 
the king lent for him, and the Lcvites, and 
complained that they had not obeyed v. h«u be 
enjoined them, and dill commanded them f o 
take care of the rebuilding the temple, he ufed 

this 
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^this flratagem for collecting the money, with 
which the multitude was pleafed. Tie made 
a wooden cheit, and clofed it up fall on all lidos, 
hut opened one hole in it; he then fet it in the 
temple, befide the altar, and defired every one to j 
call into’ it, through the hole, what fie plea- J 
fed, fot the repair of the temple. This con¬ 
trivance was. acceptable to the people, and they 
ilrovc one with another, and brought in joint¬ 
ly large quantities of lilver and gold : and when | 
the bribe and the pricll that were over the J 
irealuries, had emptied the elicit, and counted j 
the t’loncy in the king’s preience, they then 
let it in its lormer place; and thus did they j 
every day : Hut when the multitude appeared j 
to have call in as much as was wanted, the | 
high pried Jelioiada, and king Joalh, lent to 
hire malons and carpenters, and to buy large 
pieces of timber, and of the moll curious fort; 
and when they had repaired the temple, they 
made ufe of the remaining gold and lilver, 
which was not a little, for bowls, and batons, 
and cups, and other velfels ; and they went on 
to make the altar every day fat with facriliccs 
of great vanie : And thefe things were taken 
iuitahlc care of as long as Jelioiada lived. 

3. But as loon ns he was dead (which was 
when lie had lived one hundred and thirty 
vears, having been a righteous, and, in every 
relpect, a very good man, and was buried in 
the king’s l'epulchres at Jerulalcm, hecaulc he 
had recovered the kingdom to the family of 
David) king Jehoafh betrayed his [want of J 
care about God. The principal men of the 
people were corrupted alfo together with him, 
and offended againfl their duty, and what their 
conflitution determined to he mod lor their 
good. Hereupon, God was difpleaicd with the j 
change that was made on the king, and on the j 
refl of the people, and lent prophets to teilily I 
tO them wliat their actions were, and to bring 
tliem to leave off their wiekedncis : But they 
had rotten Inch a llrong affection, and fo vio- 
lent an inclination to it, that neither could the 1 

^ j 

■sr^aiTtples of thofe that had offered affronts to 1 
4 he laws, and had been fo levcrcly punilhed, , 
they and their entire families, nor could the J 
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fear of what the prophetnow foretold, bring 
them to repentance, and turn them lode from 
their courle of tranlgreliion, to their former 
duty. But the king commanded that Zaehariah, 
the lion of the high pricll jelioiada, fhouid he 
Honed to death in the temple, and forgot the 
kindneffes he had received from his lather ; for 
wlien God had appointed him to propheiy, lie 
flood in the mi cl 11 of the multitude, and gate 
lids counfel to them, and to the king, that they 
Ihoukl a cl righttoully; and Imctold to them, 
that if they would riot hearken to ids admoni¬ 
tions, they Ihould fuller an heavy pimifnmuit': 
But as Zaehariah was ready to die, lie appeal¬ 
ed to God as a witnels oi what he iniicred, for 
the good counlel he had given them ; and how 
he perilhcd, after a moll leverc and violent 
manner, for the good deeds his father had done 
to Jehoaih. 

4. However, it was not long before the 
king fullered punilhment for his tranfgreffion ; 
for when Hazacl, king of Syria, made an ir- 
ruption into his country, and when ke had 
overthrown Gath, and ipoiled it, lie made 
an expedition againll j ..ruialem : upon whici„ 
jehoaih was afraid, and einp’^d all the trea- 
lurcs of God, and of the buys [heio:e him!; 
and took down the gilts tint kid bum dedica¬ 
ted [in the temple] and ten; them to tec king 
of Syria, and procured in much by them, that 
he was not helieged, nor Iris kingdom quite 
endangered; nut Hc/.aei was Induced, h) the. 
greatneis of the fun of money, not to bring 
his army againil jeruild m ; Yet jehoath fell 
into a fevere dilleinper, and was let 14.0:1 by 
his friends, in order to revenge the death o* 
Zaehariah, the Ion of jelioiada. Tin I- laid 
fnares for the king, and flew him. He was 
indeed buried in uiak-ur, but no? in the hrei 
fepnlchrcs of his forefathers, became oi fus un- 
piety. He lived forty-feven years ; and Anta- 
ziah his fon llirceeded him in the kingdom. 

4 In the one and twentieth year r i the 
reign of jehoafh, Jeh< altaz, ,ihe Ion of Jehu, 
took the government el the kradirc,, in Same - 
ria, and held it f even teen year;, Jhe did not 

K P re, ‘ 
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[properly] imitate kjs father, but was guilty of 
as wicked practices as thofc that firlt had God 
in contempt : But the king of Syria brought 
him low', ahd, by an expedition again ft him, 
did lb greatly reduce his forces, that there re¬ 
mained no more of lb great an army titan ten 
thouland armed men, and fifty horfemen. He 
all'o took away from him his great cities, and 
many of them allb, and deftroved his army. 
And thefe were the things that the people of 
[frael buffered, according to the prophecy of 
Elilha, when he foretold that Hazael fhould kill 
his mailer, and reign over the Syrians and Da- 
mal'cens. But when Jehoahaz was under fuch 
unavoidable miferies, he had reeourfc to prayer 
and iupplication to God, and befought him to 
deliver him out of the hands of Hazael, and 
not overlook him, and give him up into his 
hands. Accordingly, God accepted of his re¬ 
pentance, irdleau of virtue ; and being delirous 
rather to admonifh thole that might repent, and 
not to determine that they fliould be utterly ( 
deflroyed, lie granted him deliverance from j 
war and dangers. So the country having ob- j- 
t.lined peace, returned again to its former con¬ 
dition, and ilourilhed as before. 

6 . Now, after the death of Jehoahaz, his 
foil joalli took the kingdom, in the thirty- 
ieventh year of Jehoafli, the king of the tribe 
of fudah. 'Fhis Joalli then took the kingdom 
of Ifrael, in Samaria ; for he had the fame name 
n ith the king of Jerulalem, and he retained 
die kingdom lfxteen years. He was a * good 
man, and in his uilpofition was not at all like 
to his father. Now at this time it was, that 
a hen Elilha the prophet, who was already very 
old, and was now fallen into a difeafe, the king 

‘ This character of Joafh, the foil of Jehoahaz, tli.it 
l" 11.'.; a freed mall , and ,n his difpofilion nst at all like to his 
tha-y feems a dirccft contradiction to our ordinary copies, 
which lay, 2 Kings xiii. 11. that he did evil in thefght of 

Lord , and that he departed not from all the fins oj Jere- 
i'Stf’t, the fon of Nt kit, a vise made Ifrael to fin, he walked 
inertia. Which copies are here the trueft, It is hard po- 
iitivcly t(> determine. If Jofephu.vS he true, thisjoalhis 
the (ingle initanee of a good king over the ten tribes : If 
..he other be true, we have not one fueh example. The 
account that follows, in all copies, of Elilha the prophet’s 
■ cncern for him, and his tencern for Elilha, greatly ia- 
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of Ifrael came to vifit him ; and when he fom 
him very near death, he began to weep in h 
fight, and lament, “ To call him his father, an 
his weapons, becaufe it was by his means thi 
lie never made ufe of his weapons againft hi 
enemies, hut that he overcame his own adver 
furies by his prophecies, without fighting ; ani 
that he was now departing this life, and leav¬ 
ing him to the Syrians, that were already arm¬ 
ed, and to other enemies of his that were under 
their power: So he laid, it was not lafe for 
him to live any longer, but that it would be 
well for him to haflcn to his end . and depart 
out of this life with him.” As the king was 
thus bemoaning himfclf, Elifha comforted him, 
and hid the king bend a how that was brought 
him; and when the king had fitted the how 
for fhootirig, Elilha took hold of his hands, 
and bid him fhoot; and when he had Ihot 
three arrows, and then left off, Elifha laid, “ If 
thou hadll fliot more arrows, thou ha dll cut 
the kingdom of Syria up by the roots; hut 
fince thou haft been fatisfied with fhooting three 
times only, thou fhalt light and heat the Sy¬ 
rians no more times than three, that thou mayeft 
recover that country wliich they cut oft’ from 
thy kingdom in the reign of thy father.” So 
when the king had heard that, he departed; and 
a little while after, the prophet died. He was a 
man celebrated for righteoufnefs, and in emi¬ 
nent favour with God. He alio performed 
wonderful and furpriling works by prophecy, 
and fuch as were glorioufly preferved in memo¬ 
ry by the Hebrews. He all’o obtained a mag¬ 
nificent funeral, fuch an one indeed as it was lit 
a perfon lo beloved of God Ihould have. It 

alio 

vour Jofcphus’s copies, and fuppofe this king to have been 
then a good man, and no idolater, with whom Cod’s pro¬ 
phets uled not to be fo familiar. Upon the whole, (ince 
it appears, even by Jofephus’s own account, that Anraziah, 
the good king of Judah, while he was a good king, was 
forbidden to make ufe of the too,coo auxiliaries he had 
hired ol this Joalli, the king of Ifrael, as if lie and they were 
then idolaters, 2 Chr. xxv. 6 ,—i,. it is melt likely that 
thefe difieu-nt characters of Joalli luited the ihHerenf'p.u ... 
j of his reign, and that, according to our common c< r.esj 
1 Ire was at lirlt a wicked king, and afterwards was r<«...un- 
[j cd, and became a good one, according to Jufcpius. 
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Aiio happened, that at that time certain robbers 
rail a man, whom they had fiain, into Elifha’s 
grave ; and upon his dead body coming clofe 
to Elilha’s body, it revived again. And thus 
far have we enlarged about the actions of Eli- 
fha the prophet, both inch as he did while be 
was alive, and how he had a divine power af¬ 
ter his deathudlo. 

7. Now upon the death of Hazael, the king 
of Syria, that kingdom came to Adad his foil, 
with whom Joafh, king of lfraei, made war : 
and when he had beaten him in three battles, 
lie tool: fro-^ him all that country, and all 
thole cities and villages which his father Ila- 
zacl had taken from the kingdom of Il’rael, 
which came to pais however according to the 
prophecy of Eliiha. But when Joafh happen¬ 
ed to die, he was buried in Samaria, and the 
government devolved on his foil Jeroboam. 
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Flow Amaziah made an Expedition agahjl the 
Edomites and slmalekites , and conquered 
them ; but 'when he afterward made War 
again// foafj, he was beaten , and not long 
after was jlain ; and Uzziah ft a ceded in 
the Government., 

§ i. VTOW in the fecond year of the reign 
of Joafh over lfraei, Amaziah reign¬ 
ed over the tribe of Judah, in Jerufalem. His 
mother’s name was fehoaddau , who was horn 
at Jerufalem. He was exceeding careful of 
doing what was right, and this when he was 
very young ; but when he came to the manage¬ 
ment of affairs, and to the government, lie re- 
folved that he ought firfl of all to avenge his 
father Jehoafh, and to punifh thole his friends 
that had laid violent hands upon him ; lb he 
fer/.ed upon them all, and put them to death ; 
yet did Jic execute no feverity on their children, J 
hut added therein according to the laws of Mo¬ 
tes, who did not think it juft to punifh children 
Jgrrtec fms of their fathers. After this, he 
^Ifliofe him an army out of the tribe of Judah jl 
and Benjamin, of inch as were in the flower 


of lh-.il age, and about twenty rears old ; and 
when lie had colled!ed about three lufiidred 
thoufand of them together, he let captains of 
hundreds over them. He alio E .it to the Ling 
of Itrael, and hired an hundred thoiiland of 
1;L foldiers for an hundred talents oi hlvct • for 
lie had refolvcd to make an expedition againlt 
tlic nations of the Ainalehites, and Edomites, 


and Gebalitcs : But as he was p 


uaparuu 


fo 


ms 


expedition, and ready to go out to the war, a 
prophet gave him counlel to diimils the at my 
of the Ilraelites, becaufe they were had men, 
and becaufe God foretold that he Humid be 
beaten, if he made ufe of them as auxiliaries; 
but that he fliould overcome his enemies, 
though he had but a few foldiers, when it fo 
pleafed God. And when the king grudged at 
his having already paid the hire of the ilraelites, 
the prophet exhorted him to do what God 
would have him, becaufe he fliould thereby 
obtain much wealth from God. So he difinii- 
fed them, and faid that he ftill freely gave them 
their pay; and went liimfc'f with his own 
army, and made war with the nations before- 
mentioned ; and when he had beaten them in 
battle, lie flow of them ten thoufand, and took 
as many prifoners alive, whom he brought to 
the great rock which is in Arabia, and threw 
them down from it headlong. He alio brought 
away a great deal of prey, and vafl riches, from 
thofe nations. But while Amaziah was en¬ 
gaged in this expedition, thofe Ilraelites whom 
he had hired, and then difmiffed, were very 
uneafy at it; and taking their difmiffion for an 
affront, as fuppofing that this would not have 
been done to them but out of contempt, they 
fell upon his kingdom, and proceeded to fpoil 
the country as far as Beth-horon, and took 
much cattle, and flew three thoufand men. 

2. Now, upon the victory which Amaziah 
had gotten, and the great ads he had clone, he 
was puffed up, and began to overlook God, 
who had given him the vidory, and proceed¬ 
ed to worlhip the gods he had brought out of 
the country of the Amalckitcs. So a prophet 
came to him, and faid, That ‘‘ he wondered 

bow 
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how lie could edeem thefe to he gods, who had 
been d! no advantage to their own people, who 
paid them honours, nor had delivered them 
lrom n’s hands ; hut had overlooked the de¬ 
li rudion of manv of them, and had differed 
theinle.lves to he carried captive ; for that they 
had been carried to Jerulalem in the fame man¬ 
ner as any one might have taken feme of the 
enemy alive, and led them thither.” This re¬ 
proof provoked the king to anger, and he com¬ 
manded the prophet to hold his peace; and 
threatened to puniih him, if lie meddled with 
his conduct. So he replied. That “ he fhould 
indeed hold his peace ; hut foretold withal, that 
God would not overlook his attempts for inno¬ 
vation.” But Amaziah was not able to con¬ 
tain himfclf under that prolpcritv which God 
had given him, although he had affronted God 
thereupon ; hut in a vain of inlolence he wrote 
to Joalh, the king; of Jfrael, and commanded, 
That u he and all his people fhould be obedi¬ 
ent to him, ns they h id formerly been obedient 
to It is progenitors, David and Solomon ; and he 
let him know, that if he would not he lb wile, 
at to do what he commanded him, he mull 
fight for his dominion.” To which mdfage 
Joalh returned this an fever in uniting : “ King 
Joafh to king Amaziah. “ There was a v a Illy 
tall cvprels-trec in mount Lebanon, as alio a 
timid: this thilUe lent to tlie cvprefs-tree, to 
give the cvprch;-trcc*s daughter in marriage to 
tiie thiilie’s ion ; hut as the thiftle was laying 
this, there enne a wild healt, and trod down 
the thillle: And this may he a lotion to thee, ! 
not to he fo ambitious, and to have a care, left, 
upon thv good fucccls in the fight againfl the 
Amaleldtes, thou growefl fo proud, as to bring 
dangers ujion thvfe'f, and upon thy kingdom. 

When Amaziah had read this letter, he 
was more eager upon this expedition, which, I 
fisppoie, wz.s by the impulie of God, that he 
might he puuiihed for his offence again!! him. 
But as form as he led out his army again ft Jo¬ 
alh, and thev were going to join battle with 
him, there come inch a fear and conderna- 
tioa upon the army of Amaziah, as God, 
Vv licit lie f: diipkadd, fends upon men; and 
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difeomfitted them, even before they came ti 
dole light. Now it happened, that as th 
were fcattered about by the terror that v 
upon them, Amaziah was left alone, and v 
taken prifoncr by the enemy ; whcrcupi 
Joafh threatened to kill him, unlcls he woi 
I perfuade the people of Jerulalem to op„cn th 
gates to him, and receive him arid his army 
into the city. Accordingly, Amaziah was io 
diflreffed, and in fuch fear of his life, that he 
made his enemy to he received into the cit m 
So Joafh overthrew a part of the wall, of the 
length of four hundred cubits, and drove hi 
chariot through the breach into [erufaiem, and 
led Amaziah captive along with him : by whul. 
means he became mailer of Jerulalem, and 
took away the treafures of God, and carried 
off all the gold and hlver that was in the king’s 
palace, and then freed the king from captivity, 
and returned to Samaria. Now thefe thing. 
happened to the people of Jerufalem in the 
| fourteenth year of the reign of Amaziah, who 
after this had a conipiracy made aguinil him 
] by his friends, and fed to the city Lachiih, 
and was there flain by the confpirators, who 
lent men thither to kill him. So they tool; 
up his dead body, and carried it: to.Jerufalem, 
and made a royal funeral for him. This was 
the end of the life of Amaziah, became of Lis 
! innovations in religion, and his contempt 
| Clod, when he had lived fifty-four years, and 
had reigned twenty-nine. He was fuceeeded 
bv his fon, whole name was Uzziah. 
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i Cvnecrn'mg Jeroboam, King nf lfrael , and Jn- 
! nab the Prophet; and bow, after the Death 
of 'Jeroboam, Jus Son Zaehariah took the Go¬ 
vernment. How Umziah, King of ‘ 'Jerufalem , 
fubdued the hat ions that were round about 
i hint ; and what befel him when be attempted 
to offer Jnecnfe to God. 

j 

1 

§ i.TN the fifteenth year of the reign oTAcm^ 
A ziah, Jeroboam, the fon of Joafh, reign 

cd 
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' cd over Il'rael, in Samaria, forty years. This ;j in;;, the mariners, the mailer, 
king was guilty of * contumely againft God, !, himfelf, made prayers and vow 


and became very wicked in worlliipping of idols, 
and in many undertakings that were abfurd and 
foreign. * He was alfo the caufe of ten thou- 
fand misfortunes to the people of Ifrael. Now 
one Joi/ah, a prophet, foretold to him, that he 
lliould make war with the Syrians, and conquer 
their army, and enlarge the bounds of his king¬ 
dom, on the northern parts, to the city Hamath, 
and on the fouthern, to the lake Afphaltitis; 
for the bounds of the Canaanites originally j 
were thefe, ai Jofliua their general had deter- I 
mined them. So Jeroboam made an expedition ; 
againit the Syrians, and over-ran all their coun¬ 
try, as Jonah had foretold: J 

2. Now I cannot but think it neceflary for 
me, who have promifed to give an accurate ac- 
count of our affairs, to deferibe the actions of 
this prophet, fo far as I have 'found them writ¬ 
ten down in the Hebrew books. Jonah had 
been commanded by God to go to the kingdom 
of Nineveh ; and when he was there, to pub- 
Jiih it in that city, how it lhould lole the domi¬ 
nion it had over the nations : But he went not, 
out of fear ; nay, he ran away from God to the 
city Joppa, and finding a iliip there, he went 
into it, and failed to f Tarius in Cilicia ; and 
upon the rife of a mod terrible ftorrn, which 
was lb great that the fliip was in danger of link- 


3 T 9 

and t!.e piloi 
, in cate they 

efeuped the lea; but Jonah lay Hill ami covered 
[in the ihip] without imitating any thing- which 
the others did : but as the waves grew greater, 
and the fea became more violent by the winds, 
they lufpected, as is ulual in Inch cafes, tft.it 
i'omc one of the perfons that fiiled witli them 
was the oecalion of this Bonn, and agreed to 
difeover by lot which of them it was. When 
they had l|: calf lots, the lot fell upon tlu: pro¬ 
phet ; and when they alked him, Whence he 
came? and what he had done? He replied, 
That lie was an Hebrew by nation, and a pro¬ 
phet of Almighty God ; and he periiiaded them 
to call him into the fea, if they would efcape 
the danger they were in; for that lie was the 
occafion of the ftorrn which was upon them. 
Now at the hrft they third not do fo, as eiteem- 
ing it a wicked thing to call a man, who was a 
ftranger, and who had committed his life to 
them, into Inch manifet! perdition ; hut at Jail, 
when their misfortune overbore them, and the 
lhip was juft going to he drowned, and when 
they were animated to do it by the prophet 
himielf, and by the fcai concerning their own 
lafety, they call him into the fea; upon which, 
the lea became calm. It is alfo related, that fo¬ 
il nail was fvvallowed down by a whale, and that, 

1 1 when 


* What I have above noted concerning Jchoafh, fee ms 
to me to have been true alfo concerning his foil Jerobo¬ 
am II. viz. that although he began wickedly, as Jofepbus 
agrees with our other copies, and, as he adds, -was the 
,,!■:/? of a vnji numbtr of misfortunes to the Ifm/lites in thole 
his tirft years (the particulars of which are unhappily want¬ 
ing both m Jofcphus and m ail our copies) fo docs it feeni 
to me that he was afterward reclaimed, and became a 
good king, and fo was encouraged by the prophet Jonah, 
arid had great fuccefles afterward, when God fuved the If 
rnelites by the hand of Jeroboam, the Jon of JoaJh, 2 Kings 
vjy. 27. which encouragement by Jonah, and great fuc- 
cefles, arc equally obfervable in jofepbus, and in the o- 
tlicr copies. 

|- When Jonah is faid in our Bibles to have gone to 
Tarlhifh, Jonah i. 3. Jofepbus underltood it that he went 
.Jt&ffirjhifh in Cilicia , or to the Mediterranean Sea, upon ,, 
A^hich Tarfus lav ; fo that he does not appear to have read ll 
'the text, 1 Kings xxii. 48. as our copies do, that 'pips of j ( 
TarOoifh could lie at Eziongcber, upon the Red Sea. j 
But as to Jofcphub’s alTertion, that Jonah’s fill) was earri- || 


ed by the jlfength of die current, upon a ftorrn, fai 
as the ht/xru he./, it is no wav impothbk- : and iiiue the 
liorm might have (linen the Ihip, while jonali wa-, in ii, 
near to tha’ Buxine Sea, and lince in time rnoie day.-., 
while he was in tin. hili’a belly, that current might bring 
him to the Aflyii.m coatf, and filter withal that oatt 
could bring linn nearer to Nineveh than unth! any eo.id 
ot the Meditcnaiiean, it 1. by no means an impt.ob.ible d ■ 
termination in Jolt pbu .. 

X This ancient piete of v ligion, of fnppoling tliete vt.it. 
great fin where tin re \,, .ineit/ nun 1 y, and of calling lot., 
to dilcover great li 1)n< 1 -, not only .miong the Ilraelitt , 
but among thefe heathen mariners, fee ins a lcmarkable 
lemaiii.i ol the ancient tradition which pretaile«l of old 
over all mankind, that lhovidcme tiled to iiitcrpi.de vifiblv 
in all human aflaiis, and iiurr to biing, or at hall not 
long to continue iwimioiis Judgments, but for noloi miVi 
fills, wliicli the moil -antitut hr,ok of Job Blew,, to’iuru 
been the Hate of mankind for about the former ;; tears 
of tire world, till the davs of Job ami 

,1 L 
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when he had been there three days, and as 
many nights, he was vomited out upon the 
Euxine Sea.; and this alive, and without any 
hurt upon his body ; and there, on his prayer 
to (hod, lie obtained pardon tor his fins, and 
went to the city of Nineveh, where lie flood 
1 o as to he heard ; and preached, “ That in a 
very little time they Ihould lofe the dominion 
of Aha.” And when he had publifhed this, 
he returned. Now 1 have given this account 
about him as' I found it written [in our 
books]. 

3. \V hen Jeroboam the king had pafTed his 
life in great happinefs, and had ruled forty 
years, he died, and was buried in Samaria, 
and his fon Zachariah took the kingdom. Af¬ 
ter the fame manner did Uzziah, the fon of 
Amaziah, begin to reign over the two tribes in 
JeruLdem, in the fourteenth year of the reign of 
Jeroboam. He was born of Jccoliah, his mo¬ 
ther, who was a citizen of Jerufalem. He 
was a good man, and by nature righteous, 
and magnanimous, and very laborious in taking 
care of the aff airs of his kingdom. He made an 
expedition alfo againfl the Phili(lines, and over- 
cume them in battle, and took the cities of 
Gath and Jabnch, and brake down their walls: 
after which expedition, he afi’aulted thofe A- 
rabs that adjoined to Egypt. He alfo built a 
city upon the Red Sea, and put a garrifon in¬ 
to it. He after this overthrew the Ammonites, 
and appointed that they fhould pay tribute. 
He alfo overcame all the countries as fair as to 
the bounds of Egypt, and then began to take 
care of Jerufalem itfelf for the reft of his life ; 
fur lie rebuilt and repaired all thofe parts of 
the wall which had either fallen down by length 
of time, or by the carelefnefs of the kings his 
predecell'ors, as well as all that part which had 
been thrown down by the king of lira el, when 
he took his father Amaziah pril'oner, and enter¬ 
ed with him into the city. Moreover, he built 
a great many towers, of one hundred and fifty 
cubits high, and built walled towns in defart 
places, and put garrifons into them, and dug 
many channels for conveyance of water. He 
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had alfo many heads for labour, and an 
menfe number of cattle; for his country nu-> 
fit for paflurage. He was alfo given to husband¬ 
ry, and took care to cultivate the ground, and 
planted it with all forts of plants, and fowed it 
with all forts of feeds. He had alfo about him 
an army compofed of chofen men, in number 
three hundred and feventy thoufand, who were 
governed by general officers, and captains of 
thoufands, who were men of valour, and of 
unconquerable flrength, in number two thou¬ 
fand. He alfo divided his whole army into 
bauds, and armed them, giving,.wery one a 
fword, with brazen bucklers, and breaflplatcs, 
with bows, and flings; and befides thefe, he 
made for them many engines of war for be- 
lieging of cities, fuch as call flones and darts, 
with graplers, and other inftruments of that 
fort. 

4. W hjle Uzziah was in this ftate, and ma¬ 
king preparations [for futurity] he was corrupt¬ 
ed in his mind by pride, and became infolent, 
and this on account of that abundance which 
he had of things that will loon perifti ; and de- 
fpifed that power, which is of eternal duration 
(which confifled in piety towards God, and in 
the obfervation of his laws); fo he fell by occa- 
lion of the good fuccefs of his affairs, and was 
carried headlong into thofe fins of his fathers, 
which the fplcndor of that profperity he en¬ 
joyed, and the glorious actions he had done, 
led him into, while he was not able to govern 
himlelf well about them. Accordingly, when 
a remarkable day was come, and a general fcf— 
tival was to be celebrated, he put on the holy 
garment, and went into the temple to offer in- 
cenfe to God upon the golden altar, which he 
was prohibited to do by Azariah the high priefl, 
who had fourfeore priefts with him, and who 
told him that it was not lawful for him to offer 
facrifice, and that “ none bolides the pofterity 
of Aaron were permitted fo to do.” And when 
they cried out, that he mu ft go out of the tem¬ 
ple, and not tranfgrefs againfl God, he was 
wroth at them, and threatened to kill them, Qi^- 
lei's they would hold their peace : in the mean 

time, 
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lime, a great earthquake fhook the ground, 
and a rent was made in the temple, and the 
bright rays of the fun (hone thro’ it, and fell 
upon the king’s face, infomuch, that the leprofy 
ieized upon him immediately. And before the 
city, at a place called Eroge, half the moun¬ 
tain brqke oft’ from the reft on the weft, and 
rolled itfclf four furlongs, and flood ftill at the 
call mountain, till the roads, as well as the king’s 
gardens, were Ipoilcd by the obflrudlion. Now 
as f'oon as the priefts law that the king’s face 
was infedled with the leprofy, they told him of 
the calamity he was under, and commanded 
that he lhould go out of the city as a polluted 
perfou. Hereupon, he was fo confounded at 
the fad diftemper, and fenfible that he was not 
at liberty to contradict, that he did as he was 
commanded, and underwent this milcrable and 
terrible punilhmeut for an intention beyond 
what belJttcd a man to have, and for that impi¬ 
ety againit God which was implied therein. 
So he abode out of the city for fome time, and 
lived a private life, while Ins fon Jotham took 
the government ; after which he died with grief 
and anxiety at what had happened to him, 
when he had lived fi.xty-eight years, and reign¬ 
ed of them lifty-two ; and was buried by him- 
fclf in his own gardens. 


C II A P. XI. 

flow Zachariah , Shall urn, Menahcm , Pckahuih , 
iuid Pckah, took the Government over the If- 
raehtes ; and how Pul , and Tiglath-Pilefcr , 
-made an Expedition agahijl the Jfraelitcs : 
How 'Jotham , the Son ofUzziah, reigned over 
the ‘Tribe of Judah ; and what Things Na¬ 
hum prophefied againjl the Affyrians . 

§ iATOW when Zachariah, the fon of Je- 
roboam, had reigned fix months 

* This account of an earthquake at Jerufalem, at the 
very fame time when Uzziah ufurped the prick's office, 
and went into the fanctuary 10 burn iivenfe, and of the 
•'•ffufequcnces of tli.it eartliquake, is entirely wanting in our 
'At her copies, tho’ it he exceeding like to a prophecy of Je¬ 
remiah's, now in Z.tch, xiv. 4, 5. in which prophecy 
mention is made of feeing from that earthquake ns they 
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over Xfracl, he was flain by the treachery of y. 
certain friend of his, whole name was Pnallnnf 
the fon of Jabclh, who took the kingdom af¬ 
terward, but kept it no longer than thirty days; 
lor Menahem, the general of his army, who 
was at that time in the city Tirxah, and heard 
of what had befallen Zachuriah, removed there¬ 
upon with all his forces to Samaria, and join¬ 
ing battle with Shallum, ilew him ; and when, 
he had made himlelf king, he went thence, 
and came to the city Tiphlah ; hut the citizens 
that were in it, Unit their gates, and barred 
them againit the king, and would not admit 
him : But in order to be avenged on them, lie 
burnt the country round about it, and took 
the city by force, upon a liege ; and being very 
much dilpleafed at what the inhabitants of 
Tiphlah had done, he flew them all, and fpared 
not fo much as the infants, without omitting 
the utmoft inltances of cruelty and barbarity ; 
for he ufed inch feverity upon his own coun¬ 
trymen, as would not he pardonable with re¬ 
gard to ftrangers, who had been conquered by 
him. And after this manner it was that this 
Menahem continued to reign, with cruelty and 
barbarity, for ten years: But when Pul, king 
of Affyria, had made an expedition againft 
him, he did not meet to fight or engage in 
| battle with the Affyria ns ; but he perluaded 
i hi in to accept of a thoufand talents of iilver, 
and to go away, and fo put an end to the war. 
This fum the multitude colledcd for Mena¬ 
hem, by f exacting 50 drachmae as poll-money 
for every head ; alter which he died, and was 
buried in Samaria, and left his fon Pekahiah 
his fucceflbr in the kingdom, who followed the 
barbarity of his father, and fo ruled hut two 
! years only; after which he was flain with his 
friends at a feall, by the treachery of one Pc- 
1 kah, the general of his horfe, and the fon of 
| Re- 

j fled from thir earthquake in the Juts f Uzziah ling of, fudah ; 
io that there teems to have hem fome conlider.rble re" 
ieniblance between the ft- Jiikcrieal and prophetical earth¬ 
quakes. 

•) Dr Wall, in his niiie.nl notes on 2 King, xv. 20. ob- 
fcncs, <l That when this Me.iaheni is fa.d to h.«ve exerted 
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■Rcmaliah, who laid fuarcs for him. Now this 
Pekah held the government twenty years, and 
pros ed a wicked man, and a tranfgreiTor. Blit 
the king oi Alfyria, whole name was Tight/h- 
Pilefer , when he had made an expedition a- 
g \infl the Ifraclhes, and had over-run all the 
land of Gilead, and the region beyond Jordan, 
and the adjoining country, which is called 
Gat'd c, and Kadelh, and Hazor, he made the 
inhabitants prifoners, and traniplanted them 
into his own kingdom. And io much {hall 
fullice to have related here concerning the king 
of Aflyria. 

2. Now jotham, the fon of U/.ziah, reign¬ 
ed over the tribe of Judah in Jerufalem, being 
a citizen thereof hy his mother, whole name 
was "fernfa. "This king eras not defedlive in 
anv virtue, hut was religious towards God, and 
righteous towards men, and careful of the good 
of the city (for what parts foever wanted to be 
repaired or adorned, he magnificently repaired 
and adorned them). He alio took care of the 
iO mdations of the cloifiers in the temple, and 
repaired the walls that were fallen down, and 
built very great towers, and inch as were al- 
moll impregnable ; and it any thing die in 
Ins kingdom had been neglected, he took great 
care of it. He alio made an expedition againll 
the Ammonites, anti overcame them in battle, 
and ordered them to pav tribute, an hundred 
talents, and ten thoufaud cori oi wheat, and 
as man)’ of b.uiev, every year; and to aug¬ 
mented his kingdom, that his enemies could 
not defpile it, and Iris own people kited hap- 
pily. 

7. Now there was at this tune a prophet, 
■whole name was A hi bum, who fpake alter this 
manner concerning the overthrow of the Af- 
fyrians, and of Nenevch : “ Nineveh lhall be 

the tr.cne\ nf lfuel nf ah' .'/<■ mighty men of wnlth, of eaih man 

fnL ■!< of finer, to pro l\il, the king of All) i i i, 1000 
talent', (hi-, i-, the fir It public money railed by anyjlf- 
r.itijf, I 1 p|g 1 ’v i tax <.n (be people : that they ufod In fare 
to mile it out of the tri auircx of the houfe oi the Lord, 
tar of then own houfe : that it was a poll-money on the 
rich men j end them on!'-'] to nife 3 V,oc • !. or .if. others 
i 'nut a i.detjt 400,01 0 I. at the rate of 61. or 7 1. per 
K a! : an 1 that Cm! eonur, lndetl by K/.Aiel, c!i. \lv. 8. 
■uni mi. 1! t,..t no frith tiling fliouid be bone [at the 
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a pool of water in motion ; io fhall all the peo¬ 
ple he troubled, end toiled, and go away hy 
flight; while they lay one to another, Hand ! 
Hand Hill! feize their gold and filver ; for there 
fhall he no one to wifh them well, for-they will 
rather lave their lives than their money; Hr a ter¬ 
rible contention Hiall poflels them one with ano¬ 
ther, and lamentation, and looling of the mem¬ 
bers, and their countenances fhall be perfccalv 
black with fear. And where will be the den of 
the lions, and the mother of the young lions? 
God fays to thee, Nineveh, that they fhall deface 
thee, and the Hon fhall no longer 'go out from 
thee to give laws to tire world.” And indeed 
this prophet prophefied many other things bo¬ 
lides thele concerning Nineveh, which I do not 
think ncceflar^rto repeat; and I here omit them, 
that I may nai, appear troublefome to my read¬ 
ers : All which things happened about^Nincveh, 
an hundred and fifteen years afterward ; Io the-, 
may fullice to have fpoken of thefe matters. 

C H A V. XII. 

How, Upon the Death of pfotham, Ahav reigned 
in his Stan/: again// whom, Rczin , King of 
Syria, and Pekah, King of Ifracl, made War : 
and how Tiglath-Pihfr, King of Affyria , 
came to the. AJJiJlance of Ahaz-, and lamr Sy¬ 
ria Wajle ; and removing the Danwfens into 
Media, placed other Rations m their Room. 

§ 1. X TOW Jotham died when he had lived 
1 . m forty-one years, and of them reign¬ 
ed lixteen, and was buried in the iepulchres 
of the kings ; and the kingdom came to his Ion 
Aha/., who proved moil impious towards Cod, 
and a tranigrcfl’or oi the laws of his country. 

He 

Jews refloration [but the king (LouLt have land of 11 i own.” 

* this p.i’l.ige is taken out oi the prophet Nahum ii. 
A—>3- am! is the principal, or rather the only 011c that is 
given 11s alniolt v< rhatan, but a little abtidged, in all [ole- 
plum s known writings : by which <juot.il ion we learn what 
he l.inifelf always aficits, mz. that lit made ulc o 7 ~.u.X. 
Helmw original [and not of the Greek vetlion ]; as alfC 
we learn, that his Hebrew copy coniiderably ditlered from 
ours. >Sce all three texts particularly fet down and com¬ 
pared togethe 1 m the Eihiy 011 the Old Teilainent, p. 187. 
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He imitated the kings? of Ifrael, and reared al¬ 
tars in Jerufalem, and offered lacrificcs upon 
them to idols ; to which alfo he offered his 
own fon as a burnt-offering, according to the 
pradices\of the Canaanites. His other actions 
were alfo of the fame fort. Now as he was 
going (xr in this mad courfe, Rezin, the king 
of Syria and Damafcus, and Pekah, the king 
of Ifrael, who were now at amity one with ano 
ther, made war with him ; and when they had 
driven him into Jerufalem, they befieged tlur 
city a long while, making but a final! progrels 
on account the ftrength of its walls : And 
when the king of Syria had taken the city 
Elath, upon the Red Sea, and had flain the in¬ 
habitants, he peopled it with Syrians; and 
when he had flain thole in the [other] garri- 
fons, and the Jews in their neighbourhood, and 
had driven away much prey, he returned with 
his army back to Datnalcus. Now when the 
king of Jerufalem knew that the Syrians were 
returned home, he fuppoling himfelf a match 
for the king of Ifrael, drew out his army againll 
him, and joining battle with him, was beaten ; 
and this happened becaufe God was angry with 
him, on account of his many and great enor- 
‘mities. Accordingly, there were flain by the 
liraelites one hundred and twenty thoufand of 
his men that day, whofe general, Amaziah by 
name, flew Zachariah the king’s fon in this 
conflict with Ahaz, as well as the governor of the 
kingdom, whofe name was A'zncam. He alfo 
carried Elcanab, the general of the troops of 
the tribe of Judah, into captivity. They alfo 
carried the women and children of the tribe 
of Benjamin captives: and when they had got¬ 
ten a great deal of prey, they returned to Sa¬ 
maria. 

2. Now there was one Obed, who was a pro¬ 
phet at that time in Samaria; he met the army 
before the city walls, and with a loud voice told 
them, That “ they had gotten the victory, not 
by their own ftrength, but by rcafon of the 
anger God had againft king Ahaz.” And he 
j etMuplained, That “ they were not fatisfied with 
4 he good fueeefs they had had againft him, but 
were fo bold as to make captives out of their 


kinfmen the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. 
He alfo gave them counl'el to let them go home 
without doing them any harm, for that if they 
did not obey God herein they lliduld lie pu- 
nilhcd.” So the people ol Ifrael came toge¬ 
ther to their alTembly, and considered of thefe 
matters, when a man, whole name was liar- 
cb/iih , and who was one of chief reputation in 
the government, ftood up, and three others 
with him, and laid, “ We will not iuffer the 
citizens to bring thefe prifoners into the city, 
left we he all deltroycd by God : we have fins 
enough of our own that we have committed 
againft him, as the prophets allure us ; .nor 
ought we therefore to introduce the pradiaeof 
new crimes.” When the foldiers heard that, 
they permitted them to do what they thought 
bell. So the fore-named men took the captives, 
and let them go, and took care of them, and 
gave them provilions, and lent them to their 
own country, without doing them any harm. 
However, thefe four went along with them, 
and conduded them as far as Jericho, which 
is not far from jerufalem, and returned to Sa¬ 
maria. 

3. Hereupon, king Ahaz, having been io 
thoroughly beaten by the liraelites, lent to 
Tiglath-Pilefer, king of the AHyrians, and hi¬ 
ed for Gffiflance from him in his war againll 
the Ifraclilcs, and Syrians, and Damalccns, with 
a promilc to fend him much money : He lent 
him alfo great preftnts at the fame time. Now 
this king, upon the reception of thofe ambaila- 
dors, came to a Hi 11 Ahaz, and made war upon 
the Syrians, and laid their country wade, and 
took Damafcus by force, and flew Rezin their 
king, and tranfplanted the people of Damalcus 
into the upper Media, and brought a colony 
of Affyrians, and planted them in Damafcus. 
He alfo afflided the land of Ifrael, and took 
many captives out of it: while he was doing 
thus witlr the Syrians, king Ahaz took all the 
gold that was in the king’s treafures, and the 
lilver, and what was in the temple of God, 
and what precious gifts were there; and he 
carried them with him, and came to Damafcus, 

4 M and 
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and gave them to the king of Affyria, according 
to hit;' agreement. So he confeifed that he 
owed him thanks for all that he had done for 
him, and returned to jerufalem. Now this 
king was fo fottiih, and thoughtlefs of what 
was for his own good, that he would not leave 
off worfhipping the Syrian gods, when he was 
beaten by them, but he went on in worfhip¬ 
ping them, as though they would procure hitn 
the victory : And when he was beaten again, 
he began to honour the gods of the Alfyrians; 
and; he lecmed more defirous to honour any 
Other gods than his own paternal and true God, 
Whole anger was the caufe of his defeat: nay, 
he proceeded to fuch a degree of defpitc and 
contempt [of God’s worfhip] that he lliut up 
the temple entirely, and forbade them to bring 
in the appointed facrificcs, and took away the 
gifts that had been given to it. And when he 
had offered thefe indignities to God, he died, 
having lived thirty-fix years, and of them reign¬ 
ed lixteen ; and he left his foil Hexckiah for 
his fucceffor. 


C H A P. XIII. 

How Pckah died by the 'Treachery of Ho flee a , 
who mu r a little after fubdned by Shalmane- 
Jer: And how Hesxki, ib reigned injlead of 
Abase- ; and what Atlions of Piety and Jt/f- 
iue he did. 

^ /\ ^ OUT. the fame time, Pckah, the 

j C~\. king of Ifrael, died by the treachery 
of a friend of his, whole name was Hojhca , 
who retained the kingdom nine years time ; hut 
was a wicked man, and a defpifer of the di¬ 
vine worihip : And Shalmancler, the Ting of 
Affyria, made an expedition againlt him, and 
overcame him (which mull have been bccaufc 
he had not God favourable nor affiflant to him); 
and brought him to fubmilfion, and ordered 
liim to pay an appointed-tribute. Now, in the 
fourth year of the reign of Hofhca, Hezckhih, 
the fon of Ail ax, began to x'eign in Jerufalem ; 
and his mother’s name was Abijah , a citizen of 
Jerufalcm. His nature was good, and righteous, 
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and religious; for when he came to the king¬ 
dom, he thought that nothing was prior, or more 
necelfary,' or more advantageous to himfelf, and 
to his fubje&s, than to worfhip God. According¬ 
ly, he called the people together, and tb,e priefls, 
and the Levitcs, and made a fpecch to them ; and 
laid, “ You are not ignorant how by„thc tins 
of my father, who tranigreffed that facred 
honour which was due to God, you have had 
experience of many and great miferics, while 
you were corrupted in your mind hy him, anti 
were induced to worihip thole which he fup- 
pofed to be gods : 1 exhort you therefore, who 
have learned by fad experience how dangerous 
a tiling impiety is, to put that immediately out 
of your memory, and to purify yourfelves from 
your former pollutions, and to open the temple 
to thefe priefls and Levites who are here con¬ 
vened, and to cleanfe it with the accuftomcd 
facrificcs, and to recover all to the ancient 
honour which our fathers payed to it; for hy 
this means wc may render God favourable, 
and he will remit the anger he hath had to us/’ 
2. When the king had faid this, the priefls 
opened the temple ; and when they had fet in 
order the veffels of God, and had cafl out what; 
was impure, they laid the accullomed facrifices' 
upon the altar. The king alfo lent to the 
country that was under him, and called the 
people to Jerufalem, to celebrate the feafl of 
unleavened bread ; for it had been intermitted 
a long time, on account of the wickedneis of 
the fore-mentioned, kings. He alfo lent to the 
Ifraelites, and exhorted them to leave off their 
prefent way of living, and to return to their 
ancient pra£tices, and to worfhip God; for that 
he gave them leave to come to Jerufalem, and 
to celebrate, all in one body, the feafl of un¬ 
leavened bread; and this he laid was by way of 
invitation only, and to be done of their own 
good-will, and for their own advantage, and 
not out of obedience to him, becaufe it would 
make them happy. But the Ifraelites upon the 
coming of the ambafladors, and upon their lay¬ 
ing before them what they had in charge frp*«. 
their own king, were, fo far from complying 

there-- 
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rewith, that they laughed the ambaffadors 
to (corn, and mocked them as fools : as alfo 
they affronted the prophets, which gave them 
the fame exhortations, and foretold what they 
would fuffer if they did not return to the wor- 
fhip of God, inl'omuch, that at length they 
caught tfiem, and Hew them: nor did this de¬ 
gree of tranfgreffing fuffice them, but they had 
mrc wicked contrivances than what have been 
dek.ribcd ; nor did they leave off, before God, 
as a puniilunent for their impiety, brought them 
under their enemies : but of that more here¬ 
after. However, many there were of the tribe 
of Munailui,'and of Zcbulon, and of Iffa- 
thar, who were obedient to what the prophets 
exhorted them to do, and returned to the 
worship of God, Now all thefe came running 
to hrufalcm, to Hezekiah, that they might 
worlhip God [there]. 

3. When thefe men were come, king He¬ 
zekiah went up into the temple, with the rul¬ 
ers, and all the people, and offered for himlelf 
feven bulls, and as many rams, with (even 
lambs, and as many kids of the goats. The 
king alfo himlelf, and the rulers, laid then- 
hands on the heads of the facrifices, and per¬ 
mitted the priefts to complete the facred offices 
about them. So they both flew the facrifices, 
and burnt the burnt-offerings, while the Lcvites 
flood round about them, with their muiical in- 
ftruments, and fang hymns to God, and play¬ 
ed on their pfuiteries, as they were inftru&ed 
by David to do ; and this while the reft of the 
priefls returned the mufic,. and founded the 
trumpets which they had in their hands : and 
when this was done, the king and the multitude 
threw themfelves down upon their face, and wor- 
fhipped God. He alfo facrificed feventy bulls, 
one hundred rams, and two hundred lambs. 
He alfo granted the multitude facrifices to feafl 
upon, fix hundred oxen, and three thoufand 
other cattle ; and the priefts performed all 
things according to the law. Now the king 
was fo pleafed herewith, that he feafted with 
the.people, and returned thanks to God : But 
'•is the fcaft of unleavened bread was now come, 
when they had offered that facrifice which is 
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called the PafTovcr, they after that offered o~ 
ther facrifices for feven days. When the king 
had bellowed on the multitude, bolide what 
they fuidlified of themfelves, two thoufand 
hulls, and feven thoufand other cattle, the fame 
thing was clone by the rulers; for they gave 
them a thoufand bulls, and a thoufand and 
forty other cattle. Nor had this feflival been 
fo well ohferved from the clays of king Solomon; 
as it was now iirft ohferved with great fplen- 
dor and magnificence : And when the feflival 
war, ended, they went out into the country,, 
and purged it, and elcanfed the city of all tho, 
pollution of the idols. The king alfo gave.or-• 
der that the daily facrifices fliould be offered, at 
his own charges, and according to the law; 
and appointed that the tithes, and the firfl 
fruits, lhcmld be given by the multitude to the 
priefts and Lcvites, that they might conftantly 
attend upon divine fen ice, and never be taken 
off from the vvorfliip of God. Accordingly,, 
the multitude brought together all forts of their 
fruits to the priefls and the Lcvites.. The king 
alfo made garners and receptacles for thefe 
fruits, and diilributed them to every one. of the 
priefts and Lcvites, and to their children and 
wives. And thus did they return to their old 
form of divine worfhip. Now when the king 
had fettled thefe matters after the* manner al¬ 
ready defer), cd, In: made war upon the Gri- 
liflines, and heat rfxvm, and pnlicfled lumielf 
of all the enemies cities, {torn Gaza to Gath : 
But the king of Allyiia lent to him, and tin car— 
cned to overturn all his dominions, unlels he 
would pay him the tribute which his father 
paid him formerly ; but king ilvzekhsb was 
not concerned at his threatening^, bn# dejtend- 
ecl on his piety towards God, and upon 
the prophet, by whom lie enquired, and ac¬ 
curately knew all future events. And lino 
much (hall fuiiicc for the preient concerning 
this king I lezckiah. 4 


C II A p 



326 


Book gy/ 


ANTI CLU I T I E S 

C H A P. XIV. 

How Sbalmancfer took Samaria by Force ; and 
bow be iranfplantcd the Fen Tribes into Me¬ 
dia ; and brought the Nation of the. Cutheans 
into their Country [ in their Room. ] 

§ ./ITTHKN Shalmancfcr, the king of Af- 
v V fyria had it told him, that [Hofhea] 
the king of IJ'rael, had lent privately to So, the 
kingol Egypt, deli ring his abidance again (l him, 
he was very angry, and made an expedition a- 
gainlt Samaria, in the feventh year of the reign 
of Holhea ; but when he was not admitted [in¬ 
to the city] by the king, he befieged Samaria* 
three years, and took it by force, in the ninth 
year of the reign of Hofhea, and in the feventh 
year of Hezekiah, king of Jerulalem, and quite 
demolilhed the government of the IlYaelites, and 
tranfplantcd all the people into Media and Per ¬ 
il a, among whom he took king Holhea alive ; 
and when he had removed thefe people out of 
this their land, he tranlplanted other nations out 
of Cuthah, a place fo called (for there is [Hill] 
a river of that name in Periia) into Samaria, 
and into the country of the Ifraclites. So the 
ten tribes of the liraelites were removed out of 
Judea nine hundred and forty-feven years after 
their forefathers were come out of the land of 
Egypt, and pofleHed themfclves of this country 
’out eight hundred years after Jofhua had been 
their leader, and, as 1 have already obferved, 
two hundred and forty years, feven months, 
and Even da\ s, after they had revolted from 
Rehoboam, the grandlbn of David, and had 
given the kingdom to Jeroboam. And Inch a 
conrlulion overtook the Ifraelites, when they 
had tranfgreffed the laws, and would not heark¬ 
en to the prophets, who foretold that this cala¬ 
mity would come upon them, if they would 
not hearken to the prophets, %ho foretold that 
this calamity would come upon them, if they 
would not leave off their evil doings. What 

* This fiegt: of Sam.irii, though not given a particular 
account of, cither in our Hebrew or Greek Bibles, or in 
JolephtiK, was fo very long, no' lefs.than three years, that 
it is no way improbable hut that parents, and particularly 
mother-, myht therein he reduced‘to eat their own chil¬ 
dren, a-, the law of Moles had threatened upon their dif- 
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gave birth to thefe evil doings, was that fedi * 
tion which they raifed againft Rehoboam, the 
grandfon of David, when they fet up Jerobo¬ 
am his fervant to be their king, who, by fin¬ 
ning againft God, and bringing them to imi¬ 
tate his bad example, made God to he their 
enemy, while Jeroboam underwent that pun- 
iftiment which he juftly deferved. 

2. And now the king of Aflyria invaded all 
Syria and Phenicia in an hoftile manner. The 
name of this king is alfo down in the archives 
of Tyre; for he made an expedition againft 
Tyre in the reign of Eluleus ; and Menander 
attefts to it, who, when he wrote his chrono¬ 
logy, and trahflated the archives of Tyre into 
the Greek language, gives us the following 
hiftory: “ One, whole name was Eluleus, 
reigned thirty-fix years : This king, upon the 
revolt of the Citteans, failed to them, and re¬ 
duced them again to a fubmiflion. Againft 
thefe did the king of Aflyria fend an army, 
and in an hoftile manner over-ran all Phenicia ; 
but foon made peace with them all, and re¬ 
turned back : but Sidon, and Ace, and Palce- 
tyrus, revolted ; and many other cities there 
were which delivered themfelves up to the king 
of Alfyria. Accordingly, when the Tyrians 
would not fubmit to bim, the king returned, 
and fell upon them again, while the Phenicians 
had furnifhed him with threefeore fliips, and 
eight hundred men to row them ; and when 
the Tyrians had come upon them in twelve 
fliips, and the enemies fliips were difperfed, 
they took five hundred men prifoners; and the 
reputation of all the citizens of Tyre was there¬ 
by increafed : But the king of Aflyria returned, 
and placed guards at their river, and aquedudts, 
who fliould hinder the Tyrians from drawing- 
water. This continued for five years, and ftill 
•the Tyrians bore the fiege, and drank of the 
water they had out of the wells they dug.” 

And 

obedience, Levit. xxvi. 29. Deut. xxviii. 53,—57. and as 
was acconipliflied in the other fhorter lieges of both the 
capital cities, Jerufakm and Samaria; the former men¬ 
tioned Jer. xix. 9. Antiq. B. IX. ch. iv. § 4. and the latter 
2 Kings vi. 26,—19. 



'fe'tTH, I. 


3 2 7 


AH T I QJJ ITIfiS OF THE JEWS. 


"And this is what is written in the Tyrian ar¬ 
chives concerning* Shalmanefer, the king of 
* Aflyria. 

3. But now the Cutheans, who removed 
into Samaria (for that is the name they have 
been called by to this time, bccaufe they were 
broughtjDiit of the country called Cut bah, whieft 
is a country of Pcrfia, and there is a river of 
the fame name in it) each of them, according 
to their nations, which were in number five, 
brought their own gods into-Samaria, and by 
worfhipping them, as was the cuflom of their 
own countries, they provoked Almighty God 
to be angry and difplealed at them ; for a plague 
feized upon them, by which they were deft.rov¬ 
ed : and when they found no cure for their mi- 
feries, they learned by the oracle, that they 
ought to wonhip Almighty God, as the method 
for their deliverance. So they lent ambafladors 
to the king of Aflyria, and delired him‘to fend 
them fome of thole priefts of the Ifraelites whom 


he had taken captive : And when he thereupon 
fent them, and the people were by them fa light 
the laws, and the holy worfhip of God, they 
worfhipped him in a rcfpcdlful manner, and 
the plague ceafed immediately : and indeed they 
continue to make ufe of the very fame cufloms 
to this very time, and are called in the Hebrew 
tongue Cutheanc, but in the Greek tongue Sa¬ 
maritans. And when they lee the Jews in 
profperity, they pretend that they are changed, 
and allied to them, and call them kinimen, as 
though they were derived from Tofeph, and had 
by that means an original alliance with them ; 
but when they lec them falling into a low con¬ 
dition, they lay they arc no way related to them, 
and that the Jews have no right to expect any 
kindnefs or marks of kindred from them ; but 
they declare that they arc iojourners, that come 
from other countries : But of thelc we fhall 
have a more leafonable opportunity to difeourfe 
hereafter. 


B O O K X. 

Containing the Interval of 182 Tears and an half\ 
[From the Captivity of the Ten Tribes to the firft of Cyrus.] 


CHAP. I. 

How Sennacherib made an Expedition againf 
Hezekiah: What Threatening Rabjhakch 
made to Hezekiah when Sennacherib was gone 
againjl the Egyptians : How Ifaiab the Pro¬ 
phet encouraged him : How Sennacherib, hav¬ 
ingfailed of Succefs in Egypt, returned thence 
to Jcrtfdcm : and how , upon his finding his 
Army defrayed, be returned Home: and what 
bcfel him a little afterward. 

r.-W"T was now the fourteenth year of the 
1 government of Hezekiah, king of the 
1 two tribes, when the king of Aflyria, 


whofe name was Sennacherib, made an expedi¬ 
tion againll him with a great army, and took 
all the cities of the tribe of Judah and Benja¬ 
min by force : And when he was ready to bring 
his army againll Jerufalem, Hezekiah lent am- 
balfadors to him before-hand, and promifed to 
fubmit, and pay ■what tribute he Humid appoint. 
Hereupon Sennacherib, when he heard of what 
offers the ambafladors made, refoived not to 
proceed in the war, hut to accept of the propo¬ 
sals that were made him ; and if he might re¬ 
ceive three hundred talents of fflver, and thirty 
talents of gold, he promifed that lie would de- 
4 N part 
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part in a friendly manner ; and he gave fecuri- 
ty upon oath to the ambafladors, that he would 
then do him no harm, but go away as became. 
So I Iczckiah lubrnitted, and emptied his trea- 
lures, and font the money, as fuppofing he j 
Ihottld be freed from his enemy, and from any 
farther diftrdsaWbut his kingdom. According¬ 
ly, the Aflyrian king took it, and yet had no re¬ 
gard to what he had promii’ed 5 but while he 
himfelf went to the war agairdl the Egyptians, 
and Ethiopians, he left his general Rabihakelt, 
and two ojher of his principal commanders, 
with great forces, to deftroy Jcrufalem. The 
names of the two other commanders were ’Tar¬ 
tan and Rdljhris. 

2. Now, as foon as they were come before 
the walls, they pitched their camp, and lent 
meflengers to Hczckiah, and delirecl that they 
might ipcak with him ; but he did not himfelf 
come out to them for fear, hut he lent three of 
his mod intimate friends ; the name of one was 
liliakim, who was over the kingdom, and Sheb- 
na, and foah the recorder. So thefe men came 
out, and flood over agaiuft the commanders of 
the Aflyrian army; and when Rabihakeh faw 
them, he bid them go and lpeak to Hezekiah 
tn the manner following : That “ Sennacherib, 
the great king, deli res to know of him, on 
whom it is that he relies and depends in flying 
from his lord, and will not hear him, nor ad¬ 
mit his army into the city ? Is it on acccount J 
■if the Egyptians, and in hopes that his army 1 
would be beaten by them ? Whereupon he lets i 
him know, that if this he what he expedls, he 
is a foolilh man, and like one who leans on.a 
broken reed, while fuch an one will not only 
fall down, but will have his hand pierced and 
hurt by it. That he ought to know, he makes 
this expedition againft him by Euc will of God, ! 
who hath granted this favour®) him, that he 
fuall overthrow the kingdom of Ifracl, and that 
in the very fame manner he fhall deflroy thole 
that are his fubjcfls a!fo.” When Rabihakeh 
had made this ipccch in the Hebrew tongue, j 
for he was Ikfiful in that language, Eliakirn was. 

* Tiiis title of Great King, both in our Bibles, a Kings 

hi. to. If. :;;txvi. 4. and here in Jofephus, is the very 
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afraid left the multitude that heard him Ihoukl 
be diftuxbed, fo he defired him to fpeak in the 
Syrian tongue : But the general underftandir,g 
what he meant, and perceiving the fear that he 
was in, he made his anfwer with a grater and 
a loudcryoice, but in the Hebrew tongue ; and 
Hid, That “ lince they all heard what were the 
king’s commands, they would confult their own 
advantage in delivering up thernlelves to us • 
for it is plain that" both you and your king dif- 
fuade tb.e people from lubmitting, by vain hopes, 
and fo induce them to refill j but if you be 
courageous, and think to drive opr forces away, 
1 am ready to deliver to you two thoufand of 
thefe liorfes that are with me for your ufe, if 
you can fet as many horfemcn on their backs, 
and Ihcw your ftrength; but what you have not, 
you cannot produce. Why, therefore, do you 
delay to deliver up yourfelvcs to a fuperior force, 
who can take you without your confent ? al¬ 
though it will be fafer for you to deliver your- 
felves up voluntarily, while a forcible capture, 
when you are beaten, mull appear mors dan¬ 
gerous, and will bring farther calamities upon 
you.” 

3. When the people, as well as the ambaf¬ 
fadors, heard what the Aflyrian commander 
laid, they related*it to Hezekiah, who there¬ 
upon put off his royal apparel, and clothed 
himfelf with faekcloth, and took the habit of a 
mourner; ant!, after the manner of his country, 
he fell upon his face, and befought God, and 
intreated him to aflift them, now they had no, 
other hope of relief. He alfo fent fome of his 
friends, and fome of the priefts, to the prophet 
Ifaiah, and delired that he would pray to God,, 
and oiler lacrifices for their common deliver¬ 
ance ; and fo put up Applications to him, that 
lie would have indignation at the expectations 
of their enemies, and have, mercy upon his 
people. And when the prophet had clone nc-- 
cordingly, an oracle came from God to him, 
and encouraged the king and his friends that 
were about him ; and foretold, That “ their 

cnenlics 

fime that Herodotus gives this Sennacherib, as Spanheim 
takes notice on this place. 
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enemies fhould be beaten without fighting, and 
fhould go away in an ignominious manner, 
and not with that iniblcncc which they now 
fliew ; for that God would take care they 
fhould b" deftroyed.” He alfo foretold, That 
u Sennacherib, the king of AlTyria, IJpuId fail 
of his purpofe againll Egypt, and that when 
he came home he fhould perifh by the fword.’ 

4. About the fame time alfo the king of!' 
AlTyria wrote an cpiftle to Hezekiah, in which 
he laid, “ lie was a foolifh man in fuppofmg 
that he fliould efcape from being his fervant, 
iinee he had already brought under many and 
great nations; and he threatened, that when 
he took him he Would utterly deftroy him, un- 
Icfs he now opened the gates, and willingly 
received his army into Jerufalcm.” When he 
had read tins epillle, he defpifed it, on account 
of the trull that he had in God ; but he rolled 


was coming and bringing great forces to aid the 
Egyptians, and was refolved to march through 
the (iefart, and l’o to fail clireclly upon the Af- 
lyrians, this king Sennacherib was dillurbed at 
the news, and, as 1 laid befoie, ielt Pelulium, 
and returned back without fticcefs. Now, con¬ 
cerning this Sennacherib, 1 Herodotus alfo lays, 
in the fecond book of h> • hiftories, “ How this 
king came againll the Egyptian king, who was 
the prieft. of Vulcan, and that as lie was bc- 
lieging Pelulium, lie broke up the liege on the 
following occalion : ’This Egyptian prieft pray¬ 
ed to God, and God 1 wan'd his prayer, and 
fent a judgment upon the Arabian king.” But 
in this Herodotus was millaken, when he cal¬ 
led this king, not king of the Aflyrians, hut of 
the Arabians : For he faith, That “ a multitude 
of mice gnawed to pieces in one night both the 
bows, and the reft of the armour of the Aik 


up the epillle, and laid it up within the temple. 
And as he made his farther prayers to God for 
the city, and for the prefervation of all the 
people, the prophet Ifaiah faid, That “ God 
had heard his prayer, and that he lhould not 
he hefiegcd at this time by the king of Af- 
iyria; that for the future he might be fccure 
of not being at all dillurbed by him j and that 
the-pcople might go on peaceably, and with¬ 
out fear, with their husbandry and other affairs.” 
But after a little while, the king of AlTyria, 
when he had failed of his treacherous dciigns 
againll the Egyptians, returned home without 
fuccefs, on the following occalion : He lpent a 
long time in the fiege of Pelufium ; and when 
the banks that he had raifed over againll the 
walls were of a great height, and when he was 
ready to make an immediate affauit upon them, 
but heard that Tirhaka, king of the Ethiopians, 


lyrians, and that it was on that account that 
the king, when he had no hows left, drew off 
his army from Pelulium.” And Herodotus, 
does indeed give us this hiflory ; nay, and Be- 
rofus, who wrote of the affairs of Chaldea, 
makes mention of this king Sennacherib, and 
that he ruled over the Aflyrians, and that 
he made an expedition againll all Alia and E~ 
gypt; and f lays thus : 

5. “ Now when Sennacherib was returning 
from Iiis Egyptian war to Jerulalem, he found 
his army under Eabfhakeh his general in 
danger [by a plague, lbi ] God had lent a pes¬ 
tilential dillemper upon his army ; and on the 
very lirfl night of the liege, an hundred four- 
feore and five thou fund, with their captains 
and generals, were deftroyed So the king was 
in a great dread, and in a terrible agony at this 

ca~ 


What Jofephus fays here, how Ifaiah the prophet 
aflhred Hezekiah, that “ at this .time he fliould not be 
Jjifiegcd by the king of AiTyria, that for the future he 
might be fecure of being not at all dillurbed by him ; and 
that [afterward] the people might go on peaceably, and 
without fear, with their bufbundry, and other affairs,” is 
more diftinfl in our other copies, both of the Kings and 
of'Ifaiah, and deferves very great consideration. The 
words are thefe: This Jhtill be a ftgn unto thee ; ye JJjall eat 
this year fuch as growth of itfefs and the feyond ywtr that 
iv.biib J'pringcth of the fame; and in the third year few y\, 


and reap, and pf/Khuniyards, and eat the fruit thereof, 
2 Kings xix. 20. xxxvii. 30. which feem to me plain¬ 
ly to defign a fibbatic year, a year of Jubilee, next after it, 
'find the fucceeding ufual labours and fiuits of*them on 
the third and following yf.ir,. ■ 

f That this terrible calamity of the (laughter of the 
185,000 Aflyrians is here delivered in the words of Ik- 
rofus the Chaldean and that.it was cei tainly and frequent¬ 
ly foretold by the jcwiili prophets, and that it was ccitnin- 
ly and undeniably accomplilhcd, fee Authent. Rec. part II. 
p. §58, 
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calamity *, and being in great fear for his whole 
army, he fled with the reft of his forces to his 
own kingdom, and to his own city Nine¬ 
veh : And when he had abode there a little 
while, he was treacheroufly affaulted, and 
died by the hands of his elder fons * A- 
drammclcch and Sarafer, and war. flain in his 
own temple, which was called Jlrojke. Now 
thd'e 1'ons of his*were driven away on account 
of the murder of their father by the citizens, 
and went into Armenia, while Aflarachoddas 
took the kingdom of Sennacherib.” And this 
proved to be the conclufton of this A (Tyrian ex¬ 
pedition againft the people of Jerufalem. 

C H A P. II. - 

Jhow Hczekiah was pick, anil ready to die ; and 
how God bc/lowed upon him fifteen 1 ears 
longer Life, [and ft cured that Promife ] by the 
going back of the Shadow ten Degrees. 

§ i. VTOW kin S Hczekiah being thus deli- 
vered, after a furprifing manner, 
from the dread lie was in, offered thank-offer¬ 
ings to God, with all his people, becaufe no¬ 
thing elfe had deitroyed kmc of their enemies, 
and made the reft fo fearful of undergoing the 
fame fate, that they departed from Jernialem, 
but that divine aflhbncv : Yet, while he was^ 
very zealous and diligent about the worfhip of 
God, did he foon afterward fall into a fevere 
t diftemper, infomuch, that the phyficians de- 
fpairecl of him, and expaded no good ifluc of 
his ficknefs, as neither did his friends : and bc- 
fidcs the diilem|fcr itfelf, there was a very mel¬ 
ancholy circumftance that difordered the king, 
which was the confederation that he was child- 

* We arc here to take notice t ^Hphefc two fons of 
Sennacherib, that ran away into jHRtnia, became the 
heads of two famous families there; Arzerunihand the 
Genunii", of which fee die particular hiftories m Mofes 

Chorcnenfs, p. 60. _ 

]■ [ofephus, and all our copies, place th cjukmjs ot iie- 
yckiah after the dcflruRwi of Sennaeheiill’s arm), becaufe 
it appears to have been after hit. Hr ft afault, as Ik was go- 
; n n- into Arabia and Egypt, where he puffed his conquefts 
a.Tfar as they would go| and in order to difpatch his dory 
dtoiTCther ; yet dots no copy but this of Jofcplius fay, it 


lefs, and was going to die, and leave -his houfc 
and his government without a fucceffor of his 
own body : So he was troubled at the thoughts 
of this his condition, and lamented himfelf. 
and intreated of God that he would prolong 
his life Jor a little while till he had fome child¬ 
ren, anernot' fuffer him to depart thir life be¬ 
fore he was become a father. Hereupo.n God 
had mercy upon him, and accepted of Ids fup- 
plication, becaufe the trouble he was under at 
his luppofed death was not becaufe he was foon 
to leave the advantages he enjoyed in the king¬ 
dom, nor did he on that account pray that he 
might have a longer life afforded him, but in 
order to have fons, that might receive the go¬ 
vernment after him. And fo God fent lfaiah 
the prophet, and commanded him to infarm 
Hczekiah, That “ within three -gays time he 
ftiould get clear of his diftemper, and ftiould 
furvive it fifteen years, and that he fhould have 
children alfo.” Now upon the prophet’s fay¬ 
ing this, as God had commanded him, he could 
hardly believe it, both on account of the diilert- 
per he was under, which was very fore, and 
by reafon of the furprifing nature of what was 
told him ; fo he defired that lfaiah would give 
him fome fign or wonder, that he might be¬ 
lieve him in what he had laid, and be fenfible 
that he came from God ; for things that are 
beyond expectation, and greater than our hopes, 
are made credible by adions of the like nature. 
And when lfaiah had alked him, What fign 
he defined to be exhibited ? he defined that he 
would make the lhadow of the fun, which he 
had already made to go down ten Heps [or de¬ 
grees] in his houfe, to | return again to the 
fame place, and to make it as it was before. 

. And 

was after that deftruflion, but only that it happened in 
thofe day r, or about that time of Hczckiah’s life. Nor will 
the fifteen years prolongation of his life after his ficknef , 
allow that ficknefs to have been later than the former part i 
of the l jth year of his reign, fince chronology does not al- i 
low him in all above 29 years and a few months; whereas, 
the fir 11 aflault of Sennacherib was on the 14th year of He- 
zekiah, but the- ddtruftion of Sennacherib's army was not ’ 
till his 18th year. 

J. As to this regrefs of the lhadow, either upon a fun- 

dial, 
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And when the prophet prayed to God to exhi¬ 
bit this lign to the king, he haw what he deb it'd 
to fee, and was freed from his dillemper, and 
went np to the temple, where he worshipped 
Ood, ar>d made vows to him. 

2 . At this time it was that the dominion of 
.the Aflvrians was 1 overthrown by the Modes ; 
but of thole tidings I fli.il 1 treat cliewhcre. But 
■the king of Babylon, whole name was ILi/a- 
<!.'// font ambafl’adors to Hczckiah, with pre- 
ietifs, andnldired he would be bis ally and his 
friend. So he received the amhafladors gladly, 
at!.! made them a fca 11, and {hewed them his 
tivalares, :tnd\iis armory, and thcotlier wealth 
he was poileiled-ot in precious Hones, and in 
cold, and rave them prefents to be carried to 
i’afulan, and font them hack to him. Upon 
which th, |.. sihet Ifaiah came to him, and eu- 
tjuiird ol aim, ‘"Whence ihofe ambaifadors 
came r" To w liich he replied. That “ they came 
from Babylon, from the king ; and that he 
lud ihewn them all he had, that by the light 
ol his riches and lorecs, he might thereby guols 
at [the plenty he was in] and be able to inform 
the king or it.” But the prophet rejoined, and 
laid, “ Know then, that, alter a little while, thefo 
riches of thine ill all be carried away to Baby¬ 
lon, and thy poilerity ihall he made eunuch', 
there, and lofe their manhood, and he fervants 
to the king of Babylon ; for that (bod foictold 
fiieh tilings would come to pais.” Upon which 
words lle/.ckiah was troubled, and laid, That 
“ lie was himfelf unwilling that his nation 
fhould fall into fucli calamities ; yet imed it: is 

.!ini, or the Heps of the royal palace built.by Abac, whe¬ 
ther it were phyfically done by the real tnirai idme rewdu- 
tionof tlie earth in its diurnal motion backward from eatt 
to well for a while, and its return again t<> its old nalural 
revolution fioni well to call, or whether it were not up* 
parent only, and performed by an aerial plioiphoru,, wlm h 
imitated the fun’s motion backward, while a cloud led the 
real tun, cannot now ho determined. Philofophers and al~ 
dronomer i will naturally incline to the lattir Iivpotliefis. 
i towever, it mull be noted, that jofephus lee ms to have 
undeillood it othenvife than we generally do, that the llu- 
dow was accelerated as much at fir it forward, as it was 
made to go backward afterward, and fo the day was nei¬ 
ther longer nor Ihorter than ufual, which, itinuit be con¬ 
ic lied, agrees hell of all to aflronomy, whole eclipfes old¬ 
er tiiaii that time were obferved at the fame times of the 
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not jmflibJc to altar what God J;ai! J :.•• mined, 
he prayed that there might be po.tw' \ v !;iV he- 
lived.” Berolus alio makes mention .d fhm 
Bakulm, king, of ILbyinu. Now a- to this 
prophet [ifaiah | lie wa ; hv the coniblho;; of 
o : l a divine and wonderful man jo. (peaking 
'truth; and out of the afiurance that he had 
never written what was lalie, he wrote down 
aii his prophecies, and left them behind him 
in books, that their acenmpiillunent might b-„ 
judged of from the events bv poilerity: nor 
did this prophet do fo alone, hut the oihets, 
which were twelve in number, did the lame. 
And whatfoever is done among us, w hether it 
!>e good, or whether it be bad, comes to pah 
according to their prophecies ; but of every one 
(•1 thele we Dull fpcak bereaftcr. 

c ii a r. m. 

lino Mitttaf'ch reigned after lh\zcktdl>% and 
h .-re, ivbe// be coo.r /// CdptrcU )■, be n.i/iri/e, 1 
to (an 7, an,I ncas refb.red I-/ bis Lu. hv//., 
and k jl it to [/?/.> Sou\ Anion. 

§ I. \'J HEX king IleTekiah had j. r \ived 
V V the interval ol time tdrc.uK mui- 
lioned, and lud dwelt aii tii.it tde m peace, 
he tiled, having completed Id I mr \ cars ol 
hie, and reigned tuvntt-i.im : but when 
his Ion lSlanaileh, wliole moihu s name was 
i| Hcphzibsb, oi [ertifidem, bad t..ken tiw king- 
|j dom, lie tleparted from the eonditcl oi hi.-. ! ;■ 

!j - tker, 

day, as if tin.; miracf- bail never happened. Alter all, tbh 
wonder,ul )> ;ii.. 1 w.. . not, it leeim , •pc uliar 1' > ] ,u!ea, but 
cither l< i-n, <>i at lead heard ol, at Ikes Ion alio, anpi at . 
by 2 Chios, xxxii. •’?. where vie Ic.un, that ihe Habvlo- 
niau ambalhidor:; were lent ro Jlead.iih, among < a hoi 
things, IjjjpitijUire cA the %v',inl th.u ‘;u,u ,t . :•'//.', /„.//. 

* This exprcfMh ol jolephus, that the Moles, upon 
tin’s dell ruction of the Allyi ian army, pvnthrew the A>1 y- 
ri.m empire, (corns t<> Ir too itrong ; iyr although (Lev 
immediately call off the Ailyii-.m yoke, amt fet up Deiocea 
a king ol their own, yet was it Ionic time, heloje the 
Modes and Babylonians overthrow Nineveh, and feme 
generations ere the Modes and 1 ’erfian., under Cy.iv.n s 
and Cyrus overthrew the Aiiyriau or Babylonian .empire, 
and took Babylon. 

4 0 
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ther, and tell into a courfc of life quite con¬ 
trary thereto, and fhewcd himlelf in his man¬ 
ners molt wicked in all rdpeels, and omitted 
no fort of impiety, but imitated thofc tranf- 
greiiions of the llraelites, by tlie cornmitlion of 
which againll God they had been dcllroycd ; 
for he was fo hardy as to defile the temple of 
God, and the city, and the whole country; for 
by letting out from a contempt of God, he 
barbaroully Hew all the righteous men that 
were among the Hebrews ; nor would he i'pare 
the prophets, lor he every day Hew fume of 
them, till Jerufalcm was ovcrikwvn with blood. 
So God was angry at thefe proceedings, and 
lent prophets to the king, and to the multitude, 
by whom he threatened the very fame calami¬ 
ties to them, which their brethren the llraelites, 
upon tire like affronts offered to God, were 
now under. But thefe men would not believe 
their words, by which belief they might have 
reaped tire advantage of efcapin'g all thofc mil- 
cries ; yet did they in earned learn, that what 
the prophets had told them was true. 

2, And when they perleverecl in the lame 
courfc of life, (Hod railed up war againll them, 
from the king of Babylon and Chaldea, who font 
an army againll Judea, anti laid wade the coun¬ 
try; and caught king Man.tiled by treachery, 
and ordered him to be brought to him, and 
had him under his power to indict what pu- 
nithmem lie plea fed upon him. But then it 
was that IMatialleh perceived what a miierable 
condition he was in, and edeeming himlelf the 
cauie if ail, he befought God to render his ene¬ 
my humane and merciful to him. According¬ 
ly God heard his prayer, and granted him 
what he prayed for. Ho ManalTeh was relca- 
fed by the king of Babylon, and cleaped the 
darurer he was in : And when he was come to 

1 ■ 

Jcrufdem, he endeavoured, if it *verc pollible, to 
call out of his memory thofc his former fins 
againll God,bf which he now repented, and to 
apply himlelf to a very religious life. He fanc- 
tified the temple, and purged the city, and for the 
remainder of his days he was intent on nothing 
but to return his thanks to God for his deliver¬ 
ance, and to preferve him propitious to him all 
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his life long. He alfo inftrudted the multitude 
to do the fame, as having very nearly experi¬ 
enced what a calamity he was fallen into by a 
contrary condud. He alfo rebuilt the altar, 
and offered the the legal facrifices, ys Motes 
commanded. And wb.cn he had re-eilablifhed 
what concerned the divine worship, as it ought 
to be, he took care of the fecurity of Jerufalcm : 
he did not only repair the old walls with great 
diligence, hut added another wall to the former. 
J le alfo built very lofty towers, and the garrilbn- 
ed places before the city he ftrengthened, not on¬ 
ly in other relpccls, but with providons of all 
lorts that they wanted. And indeed, when ho 
had changed his former courfeHie fo led In 1 
for the time to come, that from the 
return to piety towards God, b 
happy man, and a pattern fb' 
therefore, he had lived fix 
departed this life, having reig; 
and was buried in his own , and tlu 

kingdom came to his Ion .on, whole mo¬ 
ther’s name was Mejhulcmclh , of the city Jot- 
bath. 


C H A P. IV. j 

Hot v Amon reigned iitjlead of Mono fob ; and 
after Anion reigned ‘(oft ah : be tv as beta 
righteous and religions. As alfo concerning 
Hitldah , the Prophetfs. 

■5 1 /"I “'IIIS Amon imitated thofc works of 
1 bis father which he infolently did 
when he was young ; fo he had a conspiracy 
made againll him by bis own fervants, and 
was ilain in his own houfe, when lie had lived 
twenty-four years, and of them had reigned 
two: But the multitude punilhed thofc that 
dew Amon, and buried him with his father, 
and gave the kingdom to his dm Jofiah, who 
was eight years old. His mother was oi ther 
city Bofcath ; and her name was fedidob. He 
was of a mold excellent dilpolition, and natu¬ 
rally virtuous, and followed the actions of king 
David, as a pattern and a ride to him in the 

whole 
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whole conduft of his life. And when, he was 
twelve years old, he gave demonftrations of 
his religious and righteous behaviour; for he 
brought the people to a fober way of living, 
,rjd exhorted them to leave off the opinion 
they had of their idols, becaule they were not 
gods ; hut to worJhip their own god : And by 
rcilctling on the adlions of his progenitors, lie 
piiulentiy corroded what they did wrong, like 
a very elderly man, and like one abundantly 
able to underhand what was lit to be done, 
what he found they had well done : he on¬ 
us ved all the country over, and imitated the 
saute, And tyus he aded, in following the 
ildom and fag! dty of his own nature, and in 
’‘•Mice with the advice and inllrudioti of 
dr by following the laws it was 
fo well in the order of his 
in piety with regard to the 
diviL. And this happened becaule 

the tranlgiv. > of the former kings were fecit 
no more, big quite vanilhed away ; for the 
king went about the city, and the whole coun¬ 
try, and cut down the groves, which were de¬ 
voted to llrange gods, and overthrew their al¬ 
tars ; and if there were any gifts dedicated to 
them bv his forefathers, he made them ignomi- j 
nious, and plucked them down, and by this j 
means he brought the people back from their ; 
opinion about them, to the wurfhip of God. 
lie alio offered his accullomcd t - ri(Ices and 
burnt-offerings upon the altar, fvjorcovcr, he 
ordained certain judges and overfeers, that they 
might order the matters to them feverally be¬ 
longing, and have regard to jullice above all 
things, and dillributc it with the fame concern 
they would have about their own foul. He al¬ 
io font over all the country, a nil defircd Inch 
as pleafed, to bring gold and hlver for the repairs 
of the temple, according to every one’s incli¬ 
nations and abilities : And when the money 
vv'as brought in, lie made one Maafeiah*the go¬ 
vernor of the city, and Shaphan the foribe, and 
)oah the recorder, and Eliakim the high pried, 
curators of the temple, and of the charges con- 


J whatfoever was proper for thole repairs, and 
| let clofelv about the work. So the temple was 
| rcpaiied by this means, and became a public 
demonftration of the kiiv-'s n’niY. 

i ~ » j 

a. Hut when he was now in the eighteenth- 
vear of his redn, lie lent to Eliakim the liifh. 
prieff ; and gave order, that: nt of what money 
was overplus, lie ihould ea.ll cups, and dilhes, 
and vials, for minillration fin the teni])le] ; and 
bchdes, that they Ihould bring a!i tfie gold or 
hlver which was among the treafures, and ex¬ 
pend that alfo in making imps, and the like 
vcllels: But as the high pried was bringing 
out the gold, he light upon the hoiv hooks of 
hides that were laid up in lire temple, and 
when he had brought them out, he gave them 
to .Shaphan the feribe, who, when he had read 
them, came to the king, and informed him, 
that all was l'milhcd which lie had ordered to 
he done. He alio lead over the hooks to him, 
who, when he had heard them read, rent his 
garment, and called for Eliakim the high 
priell, and for [ShaphanJ the lerihe, and for 
certain [other] of his moll particular friends, 
and lent them to Huldah the prophetcls, the 
v de ol Shalhxm (wliieh Shallum was a man of 
dignity, and of an eminent family) and bid 
them go to her, and lav, That “ [be deiired] 
Ihe would appeal!- God, and endeavour to 
render him propitious to them ; for that them 
was caufe to iear, led, upon the tranlgrdllon 
ol'tlie laws of Moles by tlieir foicfatherg they 
ihould he in pud oi going into captivilv, anil 
of being call out of their own coimtiv; led 
they Ihould he in want of ail thing;, and fo 
end their days miierably.” Y/hen the pro- 
pheteis had heard this fom the mwlbi.gew 
that were lent to her by the king, Ihe hid them, 
go hack to the king and lay. That “ God h id 
already given Centeuce again 11 them, to deltrc.v 
I lie people, and cal! them out of their country, 
and deprive them of all the happinels th.cv 
enjoyed ; which lenience none could Hr abjc 
bv any prayers of theirs, deceit was fa'lcd cu 
account of their tranJgicfiions t'f tlie lav, -, and 


tributed thereto : who made no delay, nor put of their not hating repented in fo long a ;ii:n. 


the. work off at all, but prepared architects, and 
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while the prophets had exhorted them to a- 
mend," and had foretold the punifhment that 
would enlue on their impious practices ; which 
threatening God would certainly execuie upon 
them, that they might be peri'uaded that he is 
God, and had not deceived them in any relpedt 
as to what he had denounced by his prophets : 
that yet, bccaufc Jofmh was a righteous man, 
he would at prefent delay thole calamities, but 
that after his death he would lend on the multi¬ 
tude what naileries he had determined for 
them.” 

3. So thefe mclTcngcrs, upon this prophecy 
of the woman, came and told it to the king; 
whereupon he lent to the people every where, 
and ordered that the prielts and the Levites 
fhould come together to Jerufalcm ; and com¬ 
manded that thole of every age lhould he pre¬ 
lent alib: And when they were gathered to¬ 
gether, lie lirlt read to them the holy books ; 
after which he Hood upon a pulpit, iu the 
midli of the multitude, and obliged them to 
make a covenant, with an oath, that they 
would worfhip God, and keep the laws of 
Moles. Accordingly, they gave their allent 
willingly, and undeitook to do what the king 
had recommended to them. So they immedi¬ 
ately offered iacriliees, and that after an ac¬ 
ceptable manner, and befought God to he 
gracious and merciful to them. He alio enjoin¬ 
ed the high pried, that if there remained in 
the temple anv vAlc! that was dedicated to 
idols, or to foreign gods, they lhould call it 
out: So when a gte.it number of Inch vcilels 
were got together, he burnt them, and flatter¬ 
ed tin ir allies abroad, and Hew the priills of 
the idols, that weic not of the family of Aa¬ 
ron. 

4. And when he had done thus in Jerufa- 
lem, he came into the country, and utterly 
deilroyed what buildings had been made there- 
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gods ; and he burnt the hones of the falie pro¬ 
phets upon that altar which Jeroboam fir a 
built. And as the prophet [Jadon] who can 
to Jeroboam, when he was offering facrific 
and when all* the people heard hinp* ioreto 
what would come to pafs, viz. That tl a certa 
man of the houfe of David, Job ah by nam 
fliould do what is here mentioned.” And 
j happened that thole predictions took ellcdl 
j ter three hundred and lixty-onc years. 

; 5. After thefe things, Joliah went alfo 

j fuch other Ifraelites as had efcaped captiti 
and flavery under the Affyrians, andperfuad 
them to delill from their initio us pradtic 
and to leave off the honours tKfiy paid to lira: 
gods ; but to \vorfhip rightly their own , 
mighty God, and adhere to him. He • 
fearched the houles, and the ...nd 

cities, out of a fufpicion that fomebody might 
have one idol or other in private ; nay, indeed, 
he took away the * chariots [of the fun] that 
were fet lip in his royal palace, which his pre- 
dcceffors had framed, and what thing foevei 
there was helides which they worlhippcd as a 
j god. And when he had thus purged all the 
country, lie called the people to Jerufilem, 
and there cclelnated the l'caft of unleavened 
bread, and that called the Pajfuvcr. He alfo 
gave the people for pafchal facrifices young 
! kids of the goats and lambs thirty thouCmd, 
and three thoufand oxen for burnt-offerings. 

I The principal of the priells allb gave to the 
I pi;iefts againft the paffover two thoufand and 
fix hundred lambs ; the principal of the Le- 
vites alfo gave to the Levites live thoufand 
! lambs, and live hundred oxen ; by which means 
there was great plenty of facrifices ; and they 
offered thole facrifices according to the laws of 
Moles, while every prieft explained the matter, 
i and miniilred to the multitude. And indeed 
there had been no other fellival thus celebrated 


1, 

remen ch.uints, v. ith their horfes, dedicated to die idol 
ol the !im, or to Moloih ; which idol might he canijd a~ 
tout in procdli#!), and worlhipped by the people ; which' 
chariots were now taken stivay, as Johp.hus hips, or, a» 
the book of Kings'lays, luitit wit!’ fire oy 'Jfin!-’- 
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by the Hebrews, from the times of Samuel the 
prophet; and the plenty of lacrifiees now was 
the occafton that all things were performed ac¬ 
cording to the laws, and according to the 

. of their forefathers. So when Joiiah 

had after Jus lived in peace, nay, in riches and 
reputation alfo, among all men, he ended his 
life in the manner following. 

C H A P. V. 

How Jo fabfought witb Nceo [ King of Egypt\ 
and wat wounded , and died in a little Time 
afterward :\/ls alfo how Nero carried Jcho- 
ahaz, who bud been made King, into Egypt , 
and delivered the Kingdom to Jchoiakim : 

■1 nd\lajll >'] concerning Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 

v i.'JVfOW Ncco, king of Egypt, raifed an 
X 'I army, and marched to the river Eu¬ 
phrates, in order to light with the Mcdcs, and 
Babylonians, who had * overthrown the do¬ 
minion of the Afiyrians ; for he had a delirc to 
reign over Alia. Now when he was come to 
the uly Mendes, which belonged to the king¬ 
dom of Joiiah, lie brought an army to hinder 
him from palling through his own country, in 
his expedition againlt the Modes. Now Ncco 
lent an herald to Joiiah, and told him. That 
“ he did not make this expedition again It him, 
but was making hade to Euphrates ; and defil¬ 
ed that he would not provoke him to light a- 
gainlt him, becaufc he obftrueted his march to 1 
the place whither he had refolved to go.” But 
Joiiah did not admit of this advice of Ncco, ! 
but put himfelf into a pofture to hinder him , 
from his intended march. 1 fuppofe it was 
fate that pulhed him on to this condmft, that it j 
might take an occafton againll him ; for as he J 

g This is a remarkable pottage of chronology in Jofc- | 
phus, that about the latter eml of the reign of Joiiah the , 
Babylonians overthrew the empire of the At- i 
Brians, or/in the words of Tobit’s coptinuotor, that 
«* before Tobias died he heard of the detlruetion of Ni- j 
neveh, which was taken by Nebuchodonofor the Babylo¬ 
nia, and Afl'uerus the Medc, Tob. xiv. 15.” bee Dean 
1’iideaux Connexion, at the year 61 2. 

f This battle is juftly efteevned the very fame.that He¬ 
rodotus, B. II. § 156. mentions, when he fays, that 


1 was letting his f army in array, and rode about 
in his chariot, from one wing of his army to 
another, one of the Egyptians ilict an arrow at 
him, and put an end to his eagernefs of fight¬ 
ing; for being lbrely wftmded, he commanded 
a retreat to be iounded lor his army, and re¬ 
turned to Jerulalem, and died* of that wound ; 
! and was magniiicently buried in the fepulchrc 
. of his fathers, when be had lived thirty-nine 
jj years, and of them had reigned thirty-one. 
| But all the people mourned greatly for him, la« 

, inenting and grieving on his account many 
| days : and Jeremiah the prophet compofed iji 
an elegy to lament him, which is extant till this 
time alfo. Moreover, this prophet denounced 
before-hand the fad calamities that were coming 
upon the city. He alfo left behind him in 
writing a defeription of that deftrudlion of our 
nation which has lately happened in our days, 
and the taking of Babylon,; Nor was he the 
only prophet who delivered fucli predictions 
before-hand to the multitude; but fo did Eze¬ 
kiel alio, who was the lirll perfon that wrote, 
and left behind him in writing two hooks con¬ 
cerning thefe events. Now thclc two prophets 
were priells by birth ; hut ol them Jeremiah 
dwelt in Jerulalem, from the thirteenth year of 
the reign of Joiiah, until the city and temple 
were utterly dcllroyed. However, a to what 
befel this prophet, we will lelate it in if. pro¬ 
per place. 

2. Upon the death of Joiiah, which we 
have already mentioned, his Jon, Jehoaliaz by 
name, took the kingdom ; being about twenty- 
three years old. He reigned in Jerulalem ; and 
his mother was Jlamulal , of the city Eibnuh. 
He was an impious man, and impure in his 
courfc of life ; But as the king of Egypt return¬ 
ed 

“ Nccao joined battle with tin: Syrians [or jew.fj at 10 tr- 
ctolum [Megiduo] and beat them,” .o Dr Jludion hcic 
obferves. 

l ‘Whether Jofcplms, from 2 Chi. xxxv. here 
means the book of the Tamcntaiions oj ‘jcrr.r.inh itiil c.u.an, 
which chiefly belongs to the <iiitsutliun id Je;uia!ein un¬ 
der Nebuchadnezzar, or to any other like mrlanelmiy 
poem now loll, but extant in the days ol Jolephus, belong¬ 
ing peculiarly to Jofiah, cannot now be deter;.i.ned. 

4 P 
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cd from the battle, he font for Jehoaha/. to come 
to him, to the city called * 'Hamath , which be¬ 
longs to Syria ; and when be was come, he put 
him in bands, and delivered the kingdom to a 
brother of his by the father’s fide, whole name 
was Eliakhn , and changed bis name to 'Jehoi- 
akim ; and laid a tribute upon the land of an 
hundred talents of fib er, and a talent of gold; 
and this fun of money jehoiakim paid by way 
of tribute; but Neco earned away Jehoaha/ 
into Egypt, where lie died, when lie had reign- 
cd three months and ten days. Now Jchoia- 
kirn’s mother was called /. ebudah , of the city 
Rumali. He was of a wicked ditpofition, and 
ready to do mifehief: nor was lie either religi¬ 
ous towards God, or good-natured towards 
men. 

__ ; 

, c;ia p. ‘ vi. 

How Nebuchadnezzar, when he had conquered 
the King of Egypt, made an Expedition again(i 
the yews, andfew fchvialdm, and made fe- 
boiaehin his Son King . 

§ I.X' OW, in the fourth year of the reign 
_k^| of Jehoiakim, one, whole name was 
Nebuchadnezzar, took the government over the 
Babylonians, who at the fame time went up 
with a great army to the ciiy Carchemilh, which 
was at Euphrates, upon a refolution he had 
taken to fight with Neco, king of Egypt, under 
whom all Syria then was. And when Ncco 
imderliood the intention of the king of Baby¬ 
lon, and that this expedition was made again!! 
him, he did not defpiie Iris attempt, but made 
hafte with a great band of men to Euphrates, 
to defend himfclf from Nebuchadnezzar ; and 
when they had joined battle, he was beaten, 
and loft many ten theufands [of his ioldiers] in 
the battle. So the king of Babylon palled over 
Euphrates, and took all Syria, as far as Pelu- 
lium, excepting Judea. But when Nebuc¬ 
hadnezzar had already reigned four years, 

* This ancient city Hamath, vTnh is joint ii with Ar- 
pad, or Araiius, ami with D.ny: feus, 2 Kurts xvii i. 34. 
ll'a. xxxxi. iu. isr. xlix. 23. cities of Syria and Hicnicia* 


OF THE JEWS. 

which was the eighth of Jehoiakim’s govern¬ 
ment over the Hebrews, the king of Babylon 
made an expedition with flighty forces "" ’ ” 
the Jews, and required tribute of jeht 
| and threatened, upon his refufal, to in.-, 
againft him. He was affrighted at lbs 
cning, and bought his piece w T ith money , 
j brought the tribute lie was ordered to hfing for 
| three years. 

2. But oti the third year, upon hearing that 
die king of the Babylonians made an expedi¬ 
tion againft the Egyptians, he did not pay his 
tribute ; yet was he difappointed of his hope, 
for the Egyptians durft not figlq at this time. 
And indeed the prophet Jcrcmij ?VI foretold c- 
day, liow vainly they relied on d> 
from Egypt, and how the city 
thrown by the king of Babylon, a 
the king would he iubdued by him. 
he thus ipake proved to he of no ae .uge. to 
them, becaufe there were none that ftiould el- 
cape ; for both die multitude, and the rulers, 
when they heard him, had no concern about 
what they heard ; hut being difpleafed at what 
was laid, as if the prophet were a diviner a- 
gainft the king, they accuied Jeremiah, and 
bringing him before the court, they required 
that a lenteuce and a punilhment might be given 
againft him. Now all the reft gave their votes 
for his condemnation, hut the elders refilled, 
who prudently lent away the prophet from the 
court [of the prilon] and perfuaded the reft to 
do Jeremiah no harm : for they faid, That “ lie 
was not the only perfon who foretold what 
would come to the city ; but that Micah figni- 
: lied the fame before him, as well as many 
; others, none of which fuffered any thing of the 
kings that then reigned, hut were honoured as 
i the prophets of God.” So they mollified the 
j multitude with tliele words, and delivered je- 
I rermah from the puniftimcnt to which he was 
condemned. Now when this prophet fittih 
written all his prophecies, and the people were 

faff-, 

near the borders of Judea, was alfo itfelf evidently nestf 
the fame borders, tho’ long ago utterly dearoyed. 
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failing, and aflemblcd at the temple, on the 
ninth mnn*li of the fifth year of Jchoiakim, he 
ic had’eompofed of his prcdic- 
was to hefal the city, and the 
: multitude. And when the ru~ 
they took the book from him, 
and bid him and Baruch the feribe to go their 
ways, led they fhould be difeovered by one or 
other ; but they carried the book, and gave it 
to the king: lb he gave order, in the preience 
of his friends, that his feribe fhould take it, and 
l ead it. When the king heard what it contain¬ 
ed, lie was angry, and tore it, and cad it into 
the lire, where.it was coniumed. He alfo com¬ 
manded, that t, "v fhould feek for Jeremiah, 
• 1 -' feribe, and bring them to him, 
punilhed. However, they 

time afterward, the king of 
Babyiou .... \pedition againd Jehoiakim, 

whom he received [into the city] ; and this, out 
of fear of the foregoing predictions of this pro¬ 
phet, as fuppofing he fhould 1’ufFer nothing 
that was terrible, becaufe lie neither Unit the 
gates, nor fought againd him ; yet when he 
was come into the city, he did not oblerve the 
covenan^fhe had made, but he flew Inch as 
were in the flower of their age, and fuch as 
were of the greated dignity, together with their 
Icing Jehoiakim, whom he commanded to he 
thrown before the walls, without any burial; 
and made his fon Jehoiakim king of the country, 
and of the city : he alfo took the principal 
perfons inddignity for captives, three thoufand 
in number, and led them away to Babylon; 
among which was the prophet Ezekiel, who 
was then but young. And this was the end 
of king Jehoiakim, when he had lived thirty- 
fix years, and of them reigned eleven ; hut Je- 
fioiachin fucceeded him in the kingdom, whole 
mother’s name was NebuJJjla : fhe was a citizen 
od'Jcrufalem. He reigned three months and 
ten days. 
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I'hat ilt king of Babylon refuted of nailing 
‘[chZiachh: Kinv % ana' took him azc.i, to Ba - 
by/on , ami delivered the Kingdom to Zcdehuh, 

‘This King would not believe what was }’> e- 
dieled by Jeremiah and ivvhief out joined 
hiwfedf to tin Egyptians ; whff f when they 
came into Judea , were vairgdjhed by the 
King of Babylon: As u'ju what bejel fare- 
miah. 

§ i. T~>UT a terror feized on the king of Ba- 
Jl3 hylon, who had given the kingdom 
to Jehoiachin, and that immediately : he was 
afraid that lie fhould hear him a grudge, be¬ 
caufe of his killing his father, and thereupon 
fhould make the country revolt from him ; 
wherefore he lent an army, and befieged Jehoia¬ 
chin in Jerufalem : but becaufe he was of a 
gentle and jufl difpofition, he did not ddircto fee 
the city endangered on his account; hut he took 
his mother, and kindred, and delivered them 
to the commanders font by the king of Babylon, 
and accepted of their oaths, that neither fhould 
they fufier any harm, nor the city; which a- 
greerncnl they did not obferve for a Angle year, 
for the king of Babylon did not keep it, but 
gave orders to his generals to take all that were 
iri the city captives, both the youth, and the 
hamlicraftlmen, and bring them hound to him : 
their nurnhet was ten thoufand eight hundred 
and thirty-two; as alfo Jehoiachin, and his 
mother and friends : And when thefc were 
brought to him, he kept them in cuftody, and# 
appointed Jehoiachin’s uncle Zcdckiah to he 
king; and made him take an oath, that he 
would certainly keep the kingdom for him, 
and make no innovation, nor have any league 
of friendfhip with the Egyptians. 

2. Now Zcdckiah was twenty and one years 
old when he took the government ; and had 
the fame mother with his brother Jehoiakim; 
but was a dclpifer of jufticc, and of his duty: 
for truly thole of tire lame age with him were 
wicked about him, and the whole multitude 

did 
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did what unjuft and infolcnt tilings they plea- 
fed ; for which realon tlfe prophet Jeremiah 
came ofun to him, and protefted to him, and 
infilled, That “ lie mull leave off his impieties 
and tr,anfgvelfions, and tahe care of what was 
right; and neither give car to the rulers (among 
whom were wicked men) nor give credit to 
their fall'e prophets, who deluded them; as il 
the king of Babylon would make no more war 
againfl them, and as if the Egyptians would 
make war againil him, and conquer him ; hnee 
what they laid was not true, and the events 
would not prove fuch [as they expelled].” 
Now as to Zedekiah himfelf, while he heard 
the prophet fpeak he believed him, and agreed 
to every thing as true, and fuppolcd it was for 
Ids advantage ; but then his friends perverted 
him, and dilfuaded him from what the prophet 
ad vital, and obliged him to do what they 
pleated. Ezekiel alto foretold in Babylon what 
calamities were coming upon the people, which 
when he heard, he lent accounts oi them unto 
Jerufalcm ; but Zedekiah did not believe their 
prophecies, for the realon following : It hap¬ 
pened that the two prophets agreed with one 
another in what they laid as to all other things, 
that the city Humid he taken, and Zedekiah 
liintfelf lhnuld be taken captive; lmt Ezekiel 
di! agreed with him, and laid, ’1 hat “ Zedc- 
kb.k fhould not fee Babvhm while Jeremiah 
laid to him. That “ the Line; of Babylon thcmld 
carry him sway thither in bonds.'’ And be- 
caufe they did not both lav the fame thing as 
to this ciiTumlhmec, he diihelicved what they 
# both appeared to agree in, and condemned 
them as not (peaking truth therein, al'hough all 
the things foretold him did come to pais ac¬ 
cording to their prophecies, as we ilia!' ihew 
upon a fitter opportunity. 

p Now when Zslckiah prderved the league 
of mutual a 11 ill a nee he had made with the Ba¬ 
bylonians, for eight yews, he brake it, and rc- 
i oiled to the the Egyptians, in hopes by their af- 

* JidVphm ibvr, In”,c, that Jeremiah pioplicljytj not 
ordv ,.f tin- ri turn of lie Jews from tlic li.tln Ionian i.ip- 

i*y, a.ui tla: u ulcr the I’ertiatH anil Mateo, m m our 
oilv'r ecyic s • but of their rebuilding the temple, ;uid 
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filEmce, c i overcoming the Babylonians. When 
the king; of Babylon knew this, he made war 
againil himt lie laid his country waflc, and 
look his fortilied towns, and camp to the city 
Jeruialcm it fell" to betiege it: But v’ v . .... 
king of Egypt heard what circu.mila.ice.- T'A- 
kiah his ally was in, he took a great armv 
with him, and came into Judea as if he would 
raile the liege ; upon which the king of Baby¬ 
lon departed from Jerufalcm, and met the i- 
gyptians, and joined battle with them, and beat 
them ; and when he had put them to High;, in 
purtued them, and drove them out of,ill Syria, 
Now as Icon as the king oi Bulnlon was de¬ 
parted from Jerufalcm, the I, he prophets de¬ 
ceived Zedekiah, and laid, That u the king of 
Babylon would not make any more war again 0 
him or his people, nor remove -.it < ; 

their own country into Babylon, and that thole 
then in captivity would return, with all thole 
vclfels of the tcniple, of which the king of Ba¬ 
bylon had delpoiled that temple.” But Jere¬ 
miah came among them, and prop]) died wluu 
contradicted thole predictions, and what, pro¬ 
ved to he true, That “they did ill, and delink d 
the King-; that the Egyptians would be of no 
advantage to them, hut that the king of Baby¬ 
lon would renew the war againfl Jerufalcm, 
and bebegc it again, and would dellroy the 
people by famine, and carry away thole that 
remained into captivity, and would take away 
what they had as fpoiis, and would carry off 
thole riches that were in the temple ; nay, that 
bolides this, lie would burn it, and utterly 
overthrow the city, and that thev Humid fervt 
him and his poHerily feventy years ; that then 
the Berlians and the Modes lliould put an end to 
their lervitude, and overthrow their Babyloni- 
ans, and that we thall he difmified, and return 
to this land, and * rebuild the temple, and re¬ 
ft ore Jerutalein.” When Jeremiah faid this, 
the greater part believed him, but, the, :tm?-s, 

and 

own tin- city Jcnifalun, winch do not appear in our co¬ 
pies under hij name, fee the note on Antiip 13 . XI 
chap. i. § 3. 
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and thofe that were wicked, defpifed him, as one 
' difordered in his fenfes. Now he had refolvcd 
to go elfewhere, to his own country, which was 
called Anathoth , and was twenty furlongs dif- 
..w . un Jerufalem ; and as he was going, 
ew of the rulers met him, and fcized upon him, 
and accufed him falfely, as though he were go¬ 
ing as a deferter to the Babylonians : But Jere¬ 
miah laid, that he accufed him falfely, and ad¬ 
ded, that he was only going to his own country ; 
but the other would not believe him, hut Ici/Al 
upon him, and led him away to the rulers, and 
laid an accufntion againft him ; under whom he 
endured ail fens of torments and tortures, and 
was rederved to be punifhed ; and this was the 
< ondition he was in for fometime, while he fuf- 
' -led what 1 have already ddcribed unjuftiy. 

4. N' : u the ninth year of the reign of 
Zodehiah, on the tenth day of the tenth month 
the king of Babylon made a fccond expedition 
againft jerulalcm, and lay before it eighteen 
months, and beliegcd it with the utmofl ap¬ 
plication. There came upon them alio two 
of the urerUeft calamities at the fame time that 

«s ' 

jeruialem was bcheged, a famine, and a pefti- 
letnial <*111 unper, and made great havock of 
them : Ann though the prophet Jeremiah was 
in prifon, he did not roll, but cried out, and 
proclaimed aloud, and exhorted the multitude 
to open their gates, and admit the king of 
Babylon ; for that if they did fo, they Humid 
be preierved, and their whole families; but if 
they did not do fo, they fhould be deftroyed; 
and he foretold, that if any ony flaid in the city, 
he fhould certainly perilh by one of thei’e ways, 
either be confumed by the famine, or flain by 
the enemies fword; but that if he would fly 
to the enemy, he fhould cfcapc death : Yet 
did not tlicfe rulers who heard believe him, 
cv r en when they were in the initlfl of their fore 
calamities; but they came to the king, and in 
tiKjir v.ptteg., informed him of what Jeremiah 
find ; and accufed him, and complained of the 
prophet as of a madman, and one that difheart- 
ene.d their minds, and by the denunciation of 
miferies, weakened the alacrity of the multi¬ 
tude, who were otherwifc ready to expofe 
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themfelvcs to dangers for him, and for their 
country; while he, in a way of threatening, 
warned them to fly to the enemy, and told 
them, that the city fhould certainly be taken, 
and be utterly deftroyed. // 

5. But for the king himfeif, he was not at 
all irritated againft Jeremiah, Inch was his gen¬ 
tle and righteous difpobtion ; yet that lie might 
not be engaged in a quarrel with thofe 1 tilers 
at l'uch a time, by oppofmg what they intend¬ 
ed, he lei them do with the prophet whatfo- 
ever they would : Whereupon, when the king 
had granted them fuch a perm.iffion, they pto 
lent 1 y came into the prifon and took him, and 
let him down with a cord into a pit full of 
mire, that he might be fufibcatcd, and die of 
himfeif. So he Hood up to the neck in the mire, 
which was all about him, and fo continued ; 
but there was one of the king’s fervants, who 
was in dteem with him, an Ethiopianby.de- 
Jcent, who told the king what a flale the pro¬ 
phet was in, and laid, that bis iiiends and his 
rulers had done evil in putting the prophet 
into the mire, and by that means contriving 
againft him that he fhould fuller a death moie 
hitter than that by his bonds only. When the 
king heard this, he repented of his having 
delivered up the prophet to the ruler::, and 
bid the Ethiopian take thirtv men oi the king’s 
guards, and cords with them, and whatfoever 
clfe they undeiflood 10 be ue.elhuy ior the 
phet’s prdcrvat’on, arid to u:\..\v him up im¬ 
mediately. Mo the Ethiopian took the men 
he was one ted to take, a-.d brew up the pro¬ 
phet out <>f the mire, ami Aft 1.1m at liberty 
[in the prhbnj. 

6. But when the kins- bad fez.t to cab him 
privately, and enquired what he could fay to 
him from God, which- might he fuflable to his 
prefent circumftan. .and chilled him to in¬ 
form him of it, Jeremiah replied, That “ he 
had fomewhat to By;’ but be laid withal, 
“He fhould not be believed, nor, if he ad me- 
nifhed them, fhould he be hearkened tofor, 
faid he, “ Thy friends have determined to de- 
flroy me, as though I had been guilty of lorne 

4 wicked- 
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wickedncfs: And where are now thofe men 
who deceived us, and laid, that the king of 
Babylon would not come and light again!!: us 
any more ? but I am afraid now to i'peak the 
truth, ltd thou lhouldeft condemn me to die.” 
And when the king had allured him upon oath, 
that he would neither himlelf put him to death, 
nor deliver him up to the rulers, he became 
bold upon that aflurance that was given him; 
and gave him this advice, That “ he Ihould de¬ 
liver the city up to the Babylonians : and he 
laid, That it was God that propheiied tnis by 
him, that [he mull do fo] if he would he pre- 
ferved, and el’cape out of the danger he was ip, 
and that then neither ihould the city fall to the 
ground, nor Ihould the temple he burned ; but 
that [if he difobeyed] he would be the caufe of 
thefe miferies coming upon the citizens, and of 
the calamity that would hefal his whole houl’c.” 
When the king heard this, he laid, That “ he 
would willingly do what he perfuaded him 
to, and what he declared would be to his 
advantage ; but that he was afraid of thole of 
his own country that had fallen away to the 
Babylonians, left he Ihould he acculed by them 
to the king of Babylon, and be punifhed.” 
But the prophet encouraged him, and laid, 
“He had no caufe to fear inch punilhment; 
for that he Ihould not have the experience of 
any misfortune, if he would deliver all up to 
the Bab) Ions ; neither himlelf, nor his child¬ 
ren, nor his wives ; and that the temple Ihould 
then continue unhurt.” So when Jeremiah 
had laid this, the king let him go, and charged 
him, “ To betiay what they had rciolved on 
to none of the citizens, nor to tell any of thefe 
matters to any of the rultrs, if they Ihould have 
learned that he had been lent, for, and Ihould 
enquire of him what it was that he was lent for, 
and what hehad laid to him ; hut to pretend 
to them, that he befought him that he might 
not be kept in bonds and in prifon.” And in¬ 
deed he laid fo to them ; for they came to the 
prophet, and alkcd him, what advice it was 
that he came to give the king relating to them ? 
And thus l have finifhed what concerns this 
matter. 


| CHAP. VIII. 

IIoiv the King of Babylon took ‘Jerufalen, 
burnt the Temple , and removed the Pc 
j'cnfalem and Zedeklah to Babylon : j 
^ ho they were that had fticcccdcd- 
High Priejlhood under the Kings. 

§ i.\TGW the king of Babylon was very 
1. el intent and earneft upon the liege of 
Jcruf.dcm ; and he erected towers upon great 
I ’ ank-. of earth, and from them repelled thofe 
that flood upon the walls: He'alfo made a 
great number ol fuch banks round about tli 
whole city, whofe height was equal to the 
walls. However, thole that w-re within 
the fiege with courage and alacrity r • 
were not dilcouraged, either by the 1 
by the peftilential diftemper; but were, 
fill minds, in the prolecution ot the v> 
though thofe miferies within opprefled tlum 
alio ; and they did not fuller themlelves to be 
terrified, either by the contrivances of the c- 
iiciny, or by their engines of war; hut con¬ 
trived ftill different engines to oppofe all the o- 
ther withal, till indeed there leaned to be an. 

1 entire ftruggle between the Babylonians, and 
the people of Jcrulalcm, which had the greater 
fagacity. and Ikiil; the former party fuppoling 
they Ihould be thereby too hard for the other, 

! for the dellru&ion of the city; the latter pia- 
| cing their hopes of deliverance in nothing elfe 
hut in prefevering in fuch inventions, in oppof- 
tion to the other, as might demonftrate the 
enemies engines were ufclefs to them. And 
this liege they endured for eighteen months, 
until they were deftroyed by the famine, and 
, by the daiis which the enemy threw at them 
from the towers. 

2. Nqw the city was taken on the ninth day 
of the fourth month, in the eleventh year of 
the reign of Zedekiah., They were indeed 
only generals of the king of Babylon, to_>vkom 
Nebuchadnezzar committed the caie of the 
liege, for he abode lfunfelf in the city of Riblab. 
’Bhe names of thefe generals who ravaged and 
lubdtfcd Jerusalem, if any one delite .to know. 

tbem^ 
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them, were thefe : Nergal Sharezer, Samgar 
yNebo, Rablans, Sarfechim, and Rabtnag. And 
/v. hem the city was taken, about mid-night, 

1 1 ^ ■ enemies generals were entered into the 
vhen Zedekiah was fenfible of it, 
wives, and his children, and his 
1 his friends, and with them fled 
ty, through the fortified ditch, and 
through the defart : And when certain of the 
dci’erters had informed the Babylonians of thE, 
at break of day they made hade to pui file after 
Zedekiah, and overtook him not far from Jeri¬ 
cho, and eneoninalTed him about ; but for 
’■ole friends and captains of Zedekiah who had 
' of the "ity with him, when they law 
near them, they left him, and 
s, fome one way, and fome 
v one reiblved to lave hun¬ 
fen , ny took Zedekiah alive, when 

he was i,. j<1 by all but a few, with his 

children and his wives, and brought him to 
the king. When he was come, Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar begun to call him “ a wicked wretch, and 
a covenant breaker, and one that had forgotten 
Jus former words, when lie proinifed to keep |j 
the country lor him. He alfo reproached him 
for his ingratitude, that when he had received 
the kingdom from him, who had taken it from 
Jchoiachin, and given it him, he had made ufe 
of the power he gave him againft him that 
gave it ; but, laid lie, God is great, who 
hateth that conduct: of thine, and hath brought 
thee under us.” And when he had ufed tilde 
words to Zedekiah, he commanded his Ions, 
and his friends, to be flain, while Zedekiah, 
and the reft of the captains, looked on ; after 
which, he put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and 
bound him, and carried him to Babylon. And 
thefe things happened to him,.* as Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel had foretold to him, that he Humid 
be caught, ami brought before the king of Ba- 
lry 1, 'n, and lliould fpcak to • him face to face, 
and iiioukl fee his eyes with his own eyes : 

This obf-Tvition of Jofephus, about the teeming dif- 
agxcement of Jeremiah, xsxii. 4. xxxiv. 3. and Ezekiel 
xii. 13. but real agreement'at hit, concerning the fate o! 
Zcdeki 1I1, is vci j true, and very remarkable. Sec chap, 
v-g. j 2. Nor i 5 it at rill unlikely tlut the courtiers ajul 
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And thus far did Jeremiah prophefy ; but he 
was alfo made blind, and brought to Babylon, 
but did not fee it, according to the prediction 
of Ezekiel. 

3. We have faid thus much, bceaufe Jt was 
fulHeicnt to fhew the nature of God to'lueh as 
are ignorant of it; that it is various, and afts 
many different ways; and that all events hap¬ 
pen after « regular manner, in their proper 
ieii’on ; and that it forctels what mull come to 
p ds. It is alfo liiflieicnt to fliew the ignorance 
and incredulity of men, whereby they are not 
permitted to iorefee any thing that is future, 
and are not without any guard expofed to 
calamities; lo that it is impodible for them to 
avoid tire experience of thole calamities. 

4. Amd after this manner have the kings of' 
David’s race ended their lives, being in number 
twenty-one, until the laft king, who altoge¬ 
ther reigned live hundred and fourteen years, 
and fix months, and ten days ; of whom Saul, 
who was their llrft king, retained the govern¬ 
ment twenty years,, though he was not of the 
fame tribe with the reft. 

5. And now it was that the king of Baby¬ 
lon lent Nebuzaradan, the general of his army, 
to Jerufalem, to pillage the temple ; who had 
it alfo in command to burn it, and the royal, 
palace, and to lay the city even with tire 
ground, and to tranfphmt the people into Ba¬ 
bylon. Accordingly, he came to Jerufalem, in 
the eleventh year of king Z.-uiki.ih, and pil¬ 
laged the temple, and carried our the v.-liel. of 
God, both gold and lilver, and partZukirlv 
that large Ever which Solomon dedic.-n; .1 ; a- 
alfo the pillars of heals, and then* chapiter, 
with the golden tables, and the candiedick-> : 
And when he had carried thefe off, he let jin. 
to the temple, in the fifth meat!', the left day 
of the month, on the eleventh year of the reign 
of Zedekiah, and on the eighteen year of Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar: He allb burnt the pdace, and 

over 

falfi; prophets might nv.-l.e vie rf this tomb .» r -ty,d., 
rion to dijlu.iJc ZeJyku’i fioiu 1 < , : < 1 1 1 • >; (V r - 

prophet 1 !, as joikphvs Uctc i'jtin.anb he in ■ y 1 1u .he t 

tlierchv. 

4 
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overthrew the city. Now the temple was burnt 
four hundred and feventy years, fix months, 
and ten days, after it was built. It was then 
one thouland and fixty-two years, fix months, 
and tin days, from the departure out of Egypt; 
and frehn the deluge, to the deflrudlion of the 
temple, the whole interval was one thoufand 
nine hundred iifty-levcn years, fix months, and 
ten days; but from the generating of Adam, 
until this befel the temple, there were three 
thoufand five hundred and thirteen years, fix 
months, and ten days : So great was the num¬ 
ber of years hereto belonging. And what ac¬ 
tions were done during thofe years, wc have 
particularly related. But the general of the 
Babylonian king now overthrew the city to the 
very foundations, and removed the people, and 
took for prifoners the high prieft Seraiah, and 
Zepluniah the prieft that was next to him, and 
the rulers that guarded the temple, who were 
three in number, and the eunuch who was 
over the armed men, and feven friends of Ze- 
dekiah, and his feribe, and fixty other rulers ; 
all which, together with the velfels which they 
had pillaged, he carried to the king of Baby¬ 
lon, to Riblah, a city of Syria. So the king 
commanded the heads of the high prieft, and 
of the rulers, to be cut oft’there ; but lie him- 
felf led all the captives, and Zedekiah, to Ba¬ 
bylon. I le alio led Joicdck the high prieft 
away bound. lie was the ion of Seraiah the 
big’a pried, whom the king of Babylon had 
flain in Riblah, a city of Syria, as we have J 
juft now iel ttcJ. 

6. Ami no',, hecaufe we have enumerated 
the fuaelfion of the king., and who they were, 
and how long they reigned, 1 think it ncceftary 
to fa down the names of the high priefts, and 
who they were that futeeeded one another in 
the high priefthood, under the kings. The firft 
high prieft then at the temple, which Solomon 
built, va.. Zndok; after him his ion Achimas 
received that dignity ; after Achimas was A- 

* ! lu \ ■’ I(.’ in r ( ittnl in bradets this high ps is ft A..a- 
dat, though tit t’i fimitte*! In all Jofeplvus’s copit;., out of 
the jew-ith Chiouu 'c, SlcL'i Oiain, of how little authority 
bow [ vi -,(; illw cttceai lucli Lite Rabbinical hiflorians, 
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zarias ; his fon was Joram, and Joram’s fou 
was Ifus ; after him was Axioramus; his fou 
was Phideas, and Phideas’s fon was SuJeas. 
and Sudeas’s fon was Juelus, and Juclus’s for 
was Jotham, and Jotham.’s fon was V ' _ ., .. .. 
I b ias’s fon was Nerias, and Nerias s ion "us 
Odeas, and his fon was Sallumus, and Sallum- 
us’s fon was Elcias, and his fon [was ' Azaii- 
as, and his fon] was Sarcas, and his fon was 
Joladoc, who was carried captive to Jerufalem. 
All theie received the liigh priefthood by luc- 
v diion, the fons from their father. 

7. When the king was come to Babylon, 
he kept Zedekiah in prifon until he died, and 
buried him magnificently, ami dedicated tin 
veffels he had pillaged out of the temple of Jo 
rufalem to his own gods, and planted the pc<> 
pie in the country of Babylon, hm freed the 
high prieft from his bonds. 

C H A P. IX. 

How Nebular a dan fet Gcdaliah over the 'Jews 
that were left in Judea , 'which Gcdaliah wa* 
a little afterwardfain by Jjhmad: And how 
Jonathan , after Jfxmael was driven away , 
went down into Egypt with the People; which 
People , Nebuchadnezzar , when he made an 
Expedition agatnjl the Egyptians , look Cap¬ 
tive , and brought than away to Babylon . 

§ ld\ ’’’OW the general of the army, Nebu- 
_ nI zaradan, when he had carried the 
people of the Jews into captivity, left the poor, 
and thofe that had deferted, in the country ; 
and made one, whole name was Gcdaliah , the 
fon of Ahikam, a perfon of a noble family, 
their governor; which Gcdaliah was of a gen¬ 
tle and righteous difpofition. He alfo com¬ 
manded them, that lhould cultivate the ground, 
and pay an appointed tribute to the king. He 
alfo took Jeremiah the prophet out of vnfau, 
.< and 

bywir we know from Jofcphus lmnfelf, that the number 
of the high priells belonging to this ii.toivaJ was eighteen, 
Antiq. 15. XX. ch. x. whcieus his copies have hue but 
levcnux-n. 
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'i ami would have pevfuaded him to go along 
Amth oi . to Babylon ; tor that he had been 
hi by tiie king to fupply him with what- 
, •• i i wanted ; and it he did not. like to do 
■ a , in hied him to Inform him where he re¬ 
in' to dwell, that lie might hg.iify the fame 
to the king: out tie: prophet had nopnind to 
f ' him, nil!' to dwell any where die, hut 
won I i g! ally list in th ruins oi his country, 
and in the i ih'svi’A reel u i v. oi it. \V non the 
• ru:i::u! unflerflond v.iin iiis pu/pole was, he 
enjoined Gedaliah, whom he lelt behind, to 
take nfl pothole ca e of. urn, and to tunply him 
with \vhatii)CVT he wanted : So when he had 
given him riel, preieuw, he diimiiled him. 
According! •, Jeremiah alwde in a city of that 
cv,autre which was ealicsi At.fr.ih ; and deli red 
of Neim ..dcu.i’i that he would lei at liberty his 
difeiple 1 Baruch, the foil of Neriali, one of a 
very eminent family, and exceeding Ikiliul in 
the language of hi:, country. 

-2. When Nclmxaradan had done thus, lie 
made halle to Babylon: But as to thole that 
lied away during the liege oi' Jerutalem, and 
had been fcattered over the country, when they 
heard that the Babylonians were gone away, 
and had left a remnant in the land oi Jerula- 
lem, and thole Inch as were to cultivate the 
fame, they came together from all parts to 
Gedaliah to lYlilpah. Now the rulers that 
were over them were Johanan, the Ion of Ka- 
rea, and Jezaniah, and Seraiah, and others be- 
fule them. Now there was of the royal family 
one Ilhmael, a wicked man, and very crafty, 
who during the fiege of Jerufalem fled to Baal- 
is, the king.of the Ammonites, and abode with | 
Iiim during that time : and Gedaliah perfuaded j 
them, now they were there, to ftay with him, j 
and to have no fear of the Babylonians; for 
tljat if they would cultivate the country, they 
fhould fuller no harm. This he afliired them 
of by ■h; and laid, that they fhould have 
him for their patron, and that if any difturb- 
ancc ihould a rife, they fhould find him ready 
to defend them. He alfo advifed them to dwell 

' Of this character of Baruch, the foil of Neriali, and 
die genuinenefs of his book that hands now in our apo- 


1 in any city as every one of the in plea kb ; and 
that they would lend mm. ah mg uhn hi; own 
(ervauts, and rebuild th h lurk; [mod the 
old f ;in I .limit, and dwell th. re : and bead 
mwii'hed them bcfor.j-h.md A thei /ho old 
■ make prep.nation, vl.f me foi-m , ohd, o’ 
C’"-n, and wav, ,u » b. tliai buy might have 
whereon to fee ! mi.gibe v. itfer. V.’ion lu¬ 
ll.id tints difcom h d to them, b- ufmuil. ! th.-mr, 
that every ore might tie m in \v!i ,t place n! 
the country he j k aietl. 

| ]. Now when this report w.: . ipre.ul .diroad 

[ ; s tar as the nations that bordered on Judea, 
j that Gedaliah kindly enteit.lined ihofe tb.r 
came to him, alter then hud lletlaway, upon t.Y;. 
[only] condition, that they Ih.ould [lay tribute 
to the king of Babylon, Buy alfo cam-. retdi!" 
to Gedaliah, and inhabited the counti v. Am! 
when Johanna, and the rulers that were v ith 
him, nbferved the country, and the humanity 
oi Gedaliah, they were cm cedi ugly in love with 
him, and told him, that B.ialis, the king of the • 
Ammonites, had lent lihmacl to kill him In- 
treachery, and fecrelly, that he might have the 
dominion over the Iliaciites, as being of tin- 
royal family ; and they find, that h.e might de¬ 
liver himfeli ircmi this Ircacherrnw rlelign, if 
he would give them leave to flay lihmacl, and 
nobody ihould know of if; for they told him 
thev were afraid, that when he was killed hv 
the other, the entile ruin of tin. remaining 
llrengtlt of tin- lfruelilcs would enfuc: Bur 
he prof efled. That “he did not believe whvr 
they find, when they told him'of fitch a trea¬ 
cherous deltgn, in a man that had been well 
treated by him, becaufe it was tmt probable 
that one who, under fueh a want of a!! things, 
had failed of nothing that was neeeikirv fm 
hirn, Ihould he found fo wicked and ungrate¬ 
ful toward.; his benefactor, that when ii would 
he an inflance of wickcdnels in him not to 
lave him, had lie been trea-Jieroully ailault- 
ed by others, to endeavour, and that carm;li¬ 
ly, to kill him with his own hand : That 

how- 

cryplia, and that it is really a canonical book, and an ap¬ 
pendix to Jeremialt, fee Anthcn. Ret. part 1 . p. i,— n. 

4 R 
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however, if lie ought to fuppofe this informa¬ 
tion to he true, it was better tor himfelf to he 
{lain by the other, than to tleftroy a man who 
lied to him for refuge, and intruded his own 
lafetyhto him, and committed himfelf to his 
diipolaT.” 

4. So johanan, and the rulers that were with 
him, not being able to pc-rliiade Gedaliali, went 
away : but after the interval of thirty days was 
over, Ilhmael came again to Gedaliali, to the 
city Mil'pah, and ten men with him ; and when 
he had feafled Ilhmael, and tliofe that were 
with him, in a Iplendid manner at his table, 
and had given them prel'cnts, he became diibr- 
dered in drink, while he endeavoured to be 
very merry with them; and when Ilhmael law 
him in that cafe, and that he was drowned in 
his cups to the degree of inienhbility, and had 
fallen aflcep, he rote tip on a hidden, with his 
ten friends, and Hew Gedaliali, and thole that 
were with him at the fcaft ; and when he had 
{lain them, he went out by night, and Hew all 
the Jews that were in the city, and thole lol- 
diers alfo which were left therein by the Baby¬ 
lonians: But the next day fourfeore men came 
out of the country with prelents to Gedaliali, 
none of them knowing what had befallen him ; 
when Ilhmael law them, he invited them in 
to Gedaliali, and when they were come in, he 
(hut up the court, and flew them, and call 
their dead bodies down into a certain deep pit, 
that they might not be leeii ; but of thole four- 
1’corc men, Ilhmael fpaml thole that intreated 
him not to kill them, till they had delivered 
up to him what riches they had concealed in 
the fields, conilfling of their furniture, and gar¬ 
ments, and corn : but he took captive the 
people that were in iVlifpah, with their wives, 
and children ; among whom were the daugh¬ 
ters of king Zedekiah, whom Nebuzaradan, 
the-general of the army of Babylon, had left 
with Gedaiiah : And when he had done this, 
he came to the king of the Ammonites. 

5. But when Johanan, and the rulers with 
him, heard of what was done at iVIilpah by 
Ilhmael, and of the death of Gedaiiah, they 
had indignation at it, and every one of them 
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took his own armed men, and came fuddcnly 
to light with Ilhmael, and overtook hi:" ■ ■’ 1 
fountain in Hebron : And when th 
were carried away captives by Ilhmael 
hanan, and the rulers, they were v< 
and looked upon them as coining to mw .u- 
fillancc ; lb they left him that had carried them 
captives, and came over to Johanan': Then 
Ilhmael, with eight men, fled to the king of the 
Ammonites; but Johanan took thole whom he 
had re let led out of the hands of Ilhmael, and 
the eunuchs, and their wives, and children, and 
came to a certain place called Mu/u/m, and 
there they abode that day; for they had 
termined to remove from thence, 3' 1 ’ 
into Egypt, out of fear, left the 
lhould Hay them, in cafe they con. 
country ; and that, out of anger at 
ter of Gedaiiah, who had been by let 

over it for governor. 

6. Now, while they were under this deliber¬ 
ation, Johanan the fon of Kareah, and the ru¬ 
lers that were with him, came to Jeremiah the 
prophet, and delired that he would pray to God,, 
that, becaufe they were at an utter Ids about 
what they ought to do, he would difeover it 
to them ; and they lware, that they would do 
whatfover Jeremiah lhould fay to them: And 
when the prophet faid, he would he their intcr- 
ceffor with God, it came to pafs, that, after 
ten days, God appeared to him, and faid, “ That 
he lhould inform Johanan, and the other rulers, 
and all the people, that he would lie with tin in 
while they continued in that country, and take 
care of them, and keep them from being hurt 
by the Babylonians, of whom they were afraid ; 
but that he would deleft them if they went in¬ 
to Egypt, and, out of his wrath againll them, 
would inf] id the fame punifhments upon them, 
which they knew their brethren had already 
endured.” So when the prophet had inform- 
'ed Johanan, and the people, that GpcfflretSld 
thele things, lie was not believed, when he faid, 
that God commanded them to continue in that 
country ; but they imagined, that he laid lb to 
gratify Baruch, his own diieiplc, and belied 

God, 
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Cod, and that ho pcrfuadcd them to day there, 
tint thev might be dedroyed by the Bnbyloni- 
dingly, Itoth the people, and Jolia- 
r ed the counlcl of Clod, which he 
(>y the prophet, and removed into 
carried Jeremiah and Baruch along 

with them 

% 

y And when they were there, God figni- 
hed to the prophet, that tiic king of B thylon 
w'a a!)OUt making an expedition againd the F- 
gyptians, and commanded him to forctel to 
the people, that Egypt iln-uld be taken, and 
tin king of BabyloftThould Hay tome of them, 
md dr mid t.d e others captive, and bring them 
to Babylon; \ hieh tilings came to pais ac¬ 
cordingly: for on the fifth year after the de- 
R-’akliiin of Jerufalom, which was the twenty- 
third of-\he r-’igu of Nebuchadnezzar, he made 
an expedition againd Celeiyria, and when he 
had poUeded himfelf of it, he made war againd 
the Ammonites, and Moabites; and when he 
had brought all thole nations under fubjedlion, 
he fell upon Egypt, in otder to overthrow it ; 
and he few the * king that then reigned, and 
jet up another ; and he took thole Jews that 
were there captives, and led them away to 
Babylon. And fuch was the end of the nation 
of the Hebrews, as it hath been delivered 
down to us, it having twice gone beyond 
Euphrates ; for the people of the ten tribes 
were carried out of Samaria by the Affyrians, 
in the days of king Hofhca ; after which, the 
people of the two tribes that remained after Jc- 
rulalcm was taken [ were carried away] by Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar, the king of Babylon and Chal¬ 
dea. Now as to Shallnanefer, he removed the 
riraelites out of-their country, and placed there¬ 
in the nation of the Cuthcins, who had for¬ 
merly belonged to the inner parts of Perfa and 
Media, but were then called &avr.aritans, by 

• * ll'To.’otus fays, this king of Egypt [Phnnoh, JH- 
phrt, or Apiirs'J das il 'in by the E-yplisns, a; Jeremiah 
foretold his ll.inghtei by ho enemies, iliv. 2y, jo. ami 
tliat as a fign of the dellrur ‘ ion of E.ypt fhy NebuJi.id- 
nizzarj. Jofcphus lays, thw king was (lain by Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar himfelt. 

+ We lev here tli it Judea was left in a manner defo! ite 
after the ~ ipiivity of the two tribe>, and was not repeopled 
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taking the name of the country to which they' 
were removed; hut the king of Bab)ioi\, who 
brought out the two tribes ]', placed no other 
nation in their country; by winch inputs all 
]udca, and Jenifjlvn, and tlie temple, eon- 
tinned to he a deful for Seventy year-, : hut the 
entire interval of time which pafl’cd from the 
captivity of the Ifraelites, t(i the carrying away 
ot the two tribes, proved to Ive an hundred and 
thirty years, lix months, and ten daws. 

C II A Ik X. 

Concerning Daniel, aiu! ivhat Infcl him at 
lialy/on. 

§ I. T)UT now Nebuchadne77.tr, king of 
Babylon, took fome of the mod 
noble of the jews that were children, and the 
kinlmen of Xcdckiah their king, inch as were 
remarkable-for the beauty of their bodies, and 
the comclineis of their countenances, and de¬ 
livered them into the hands ol' tutor.,, and to 
the improvement to he made by them He 
alio made iome of them to he eunuchs ; which 
comJe.be took alio with thole of other nations 
whom he had taken in the flower of their age, 
and afforded them their diet from his own table, 
and had them inOruilcd in the inllitutes of the 
cmu'try, am! t mght the lc..ruing of the Chal¬ 
deans ; and they had now exert ifed thcmlclves 
iuffjcientlv in that willlom which he had ordir- 
ed thev ihould apply themlelies to. Now 
among tliete th.ere were four of the family of 
Xcdckiah, ot mod cxcedlcm difpuhrions; the 
one of whom was called Dame!, another was 
called Ananias, another Mifenl, and the J’ouith 
Aaarias: And the king ol’ Bain Ion changed 
their names, and commanded that they Ihould 

liu 1 : c 

•with foreign coloneo, pet haps, a-; an iudh ation of Iho- 
\ i deuce, that the Jev. s were U> ttpuytjf it v ithouf oppnCj . 
tion themlc Ives. I .vlfo rft.vmih. I.r.r an.’, put wt dt 10- 
l.ite condition of the f.i. w countrv, mil). out being re- 
peopled by foicign cohm.es, to he -a like indu ; r.n, th.it 
the lame Jews .ire Jars after to icpi.,p!o it t ,ua !»,until',. 
at their fo long expected futu.c refl r...io:i. 
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make ufe of oilur name" : Dmiel be called 
Bairn for, Ananias' S/>r'/r.,r!.\ fylTucl Mt‘fbacb t 
and A/ >ri.is Abalntgo. TC le the kin.; had in 
efteem, and continued to love, becaufe of the 
very excellent temper tiny were of, and be- 
caule ol their application to learning, and the 
progrefs they had made in nildoin. 

2. Now Daniel and his kinirnen had relol- 
ved to ule a feverc diet, and to ahldain from thofe 
kinds ol food which came from the king’s table, 
and entirely to forbear to cat ol all living crea¬ 
tures : 80 he came to Aihpcnaz, who was that 
'* eunuch to whom the care of them was com¬ 
mitted, and defied him to take and fpeiul what 
was brought for them from the king; hut to 
give them puile and dates for their food, and 
any tiring elle, bclules the llclh ol living crea¬ 
tures, that he plealed ; for that their inclinations 
were to that fort ol food, and that, they dcfpi- 
fed the other. lie icplicd, that lie was ready 
to lerve them in wliat they defired ; hut he iuf- 
pcblcd that the}' would he diieovcred by the 
king,, from their meager bodies, and the altera¬ 
tion of their countenances, bccauie it could not 
be avoided hut their bodies and colours mull he 
changed with their diet, cipeeially while they 
would ne clearly difenveied hv the Imer appear¬ 
ance ol’ tiie other chiidicv, who would fare 
better; and thus they ihmdd bring him into 
danger, and oecafion him to lie punilhed : yet 
tiki the v pc: Aide Arioch, who was thus fear¬ 
ful, to gi\e them whit food they defied for 
ten davs, by way of trial ; and in ea*le the habit 
of their bodies we; c not altered, logo on in the 
fame \v.i) , a., et.pi ding, that thev Humid not 
he hurt tin ivlw .dtcrwatds ; but that it he law 
them then loo!; mercer, and wo, ie than the 
roll, he Ihould o -hne them to ti,eir former 
diet. Now when it appeared that they were 
fo far from heconome worfe by the ule of this 
food, that they grew plumper and fuller m body 
than the rdf, inlomu. h, that he thought thole 
who fed < n what came from the king’s tab!. 

* 'Flo' Dunk i was ai.Ki,: one of thric eunuch'., of \ 1 it h 
llYb.h ,‘uij fit**! a, ; 7.. ...at the-thsec child) en In - ^oni- 

pan)-a| alto, |< ro : m: o' -in, GC: lie re in J;kplno 
and in our cf Daniel i. 3,-0, 7,-1118. although 
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leaned Id’s plump and full, while thofe that 
were with Daniel looked as if they had lived in 
! plenty, and in all forts of luxury, Arioc b, 

1 from that time, fecurely took himfcll'what t! e 
king fent every day from his fuppei, a. eorumg. 
toiullom, to the children, but gave them iiu- 
j forc-mcntioned diet, while they had their fouls 
1 in fome ineaiurc more pure, and Ids hunlom!, 
j and fo litter for learning, and had their homes 
in better tunc for hard labour ; lor they neither 
had the former opprellcd gnd heavy with wwi- 
ety of meats, nor were the other efleninaty on 
the fame account ; lb they readily underftood 
J all the learning that was among the Hebrews, 
and among the Chaldeans, as dpccially did Da¬ 
niel, who being already iuH'idendy fkill'ul in 
witdom, was very buiy about the interpretation 
ol dreams ; and God man-idled himielf to him. 

3. Now, two years after the ddlrudion of 
Egypt, king Nebuchadnezzar law a wonder¬ 
ful dream, the aceomplilLment of which God 
ihewed him in his deep ; but when He yoke 
out of his bed, he forgot the accomplifhment ; 
So he lent for the Chaldeans, and magicians, 
and the prophets; and told them, that he had 
fecn a dream ; and informed them, that he had 
forgotten the accomplifhment of what he had 
fecn ; and he enjoined them to tell him, both 
what the dream was, and what was its figni- 
fieation : And they laid, that this was a thing 
impofhble to be diicovered by men; but they 
promifed him, that if he would explain to them 
what dream he had feen, they would tell him 
its ligniiication. Hereupon he threatened to 
put them to death, unlefs they told him his 
dream; and he gave command to have them 
all put to death, fince they confcfTed they could 
not do what they were commanded to de. 
Now when Daniel heard that the king had 
given a command, that all the wife men fhould 
lie put to death, and that among them himielf 
and his three kinfmeu were in danger, He 

went 

it wi.ll I : granted, that fomc married perfons, that had 
ihikhen, unc foir.ctime.s called eunuchs, in a general ac- 
cptiou for 0 nniers, on account that fo many of the an¬ 
cient courlicis were ica! eunuchs. See Gen. xxxix. 1. 
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went to Arioch, who was captain of the king’s 
guards, and defired to know of him what was j 
the reai'on why the king had given command, 
that all the wife men, and Chaldeans, and 
lnugu-i^ns, fhould be flain ? So when he had 
learned that the king had had a dream, and 
had forgotten it, and that when they were en¬ 
joined to inform the king of it, they had laid 
they could not do it, and had thereby provoked 
him to anger, he delired of Arioch, that he 
would go in to the king, and defire refpite for 
the magicians for one night, and to put off 
their flaughter lr> "tong ; for that he hoped 
within that lime to obtain, by prayer to God, 
the knowledge of the dream. Accordingly, 
Arioch informed the king of what Daniel de¬ 
fied : So the king bid them delay the {laugh¬ 
ter of the magicians, till he knew what Daniel’s 
promile would come to; but the young man 
retired to his own houfc, with his kinfmen, 
and bciought God that whole night to difeover 
the dream, and thereby deliver the magicians 
andChaldeans, with whom they were thcinfelves 
to perilh, from the king’s anger, by enabling him 
to declare his viiion, and to make manifell what 
jthe king had leen the night before in his deep, 
but had forgotten it. Accordingly God, out 
of piety to thole that were in danger, and 
out of regard to the wifdom of Daniel, made 
known to him the dream and its interpretation, 
that fo the king might underhand by him its 
lignilication alfo. When Daniel had obtained 
this knowledge from God, he arofe very joyful, 
and told it his brethren, and made them glad, 
and to hope well, that they fhould now pre- 
ferve their lives, of which they defpaired be¬ 
fore, and had their minds full of nothing but 
the thoughts of dying. So when he had with 
them returned thanks to God, who had com- 
miferated their youth, when it was day he came 
to Arioch, and defired him to bring him to the 
k'.tg, becaufe he would difeover to him that 
dream which he had feen the night before. 

4. When Daniel was come into the king, 
hcjexciifcd himfelf firft, That “ he did not pre¬ 
tend to be wifcr than the other Chaldeans and 
magicians, when, upon their entire inability to 
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difeover his dream, he was undertaking to in¬ 
form him of it ; for this was not by hjs own 
fkill, or on account of his having better cultivated 
his underllanding than the reft: but hp faid, 
God, who hath had pity upon us, when*ve were 
in danger of death, and when 1 prayed for the 
life of myJ'elf, and of thole of my own nation, 
hath made manifell to me both the dream, and 
the interpretation thcrcol ; lor I was not lefs 
concerned for thy glory, than lor the lorrow 
that we were by thee condemned to die ; while 
thou dielll lo unjuftly command men, both 
good and excellent in them tel ves, to be put to 
death ; when thou enjoincdil them to do what 
was entirely above the reach of human wildcat, 
and requiredll of them what was only the work 
of God. Wherefore, as thou in thy flcep waft 
felicitous concerning thole that lhould luccecd 
thee in the government of the whole world, 
God was delirous to thew thee all thole that 
fhould reign after thee, and to that end exhi¬ 
bited to thee the following dream : Thou lean- 
edft to fee a great image Handing bclore thee, 
the head of which proved to he ol gold, the 
fhoulders and arms of fiver, and the belly and 
the thighs of brafs, but the legs and the leet of 
iron ; after which thou fawell a Hone broken 
off from a mountain, which fell upon the image, 
and threw it down, and brake it to pieces, and 
did not permit any part of it to remain whole, 
hut the gold, the fiver, the iron, and the brafs, 
became Imaller than meal, which, upon the 
blall of a violent wind, was by force carried 
away, and leattered abroad, but the ftonc did 
cncreafc to Inch a degree, that the whole earth 
beneath it feemed to be lilied therewith. 'I his 
is the dream which thou laweft, and its in'er- 
pretatioa is as follows : The head of gold de¬ 
notes thee, and the kings of lkiby Ion that have 
been before thee ; hut the two hands and arms 
fignify this, that your government fhall he dift 
folvcd by two kings; but another king, that 
fhall come from the weft, armed with brafs, 
fhall dellroy that government ; and another 
government, that fhall be like unto iron, fhall 
put an end to the power of the former, and 
4 S lhall 
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fliall have dominion over all the earth, on ac¬ 
count of the nature of iron, which is drongcr 
than that of gold, of filver, and of hrafs.” 
Dank*. did alfo declare the meaning of * the 
Hone to the king ; hut i do not think proper 
to relate it, fmee I have only undertaken to 
deferihe things pall, or things prefent, hut not 
things that are future; yet if any one be fo 
very delimits of knowing truth, as not to 
wave fueh points of cnrioht'v, and cannot curb 
his inclination for underHanclin;.’; the uncertain¬ 
ties of futurity, and whether they will happen 
or not, let him be diligent in reading the book 
of Daniel, which he will find among the fa- 
crcd writings. 

5. When Nebuchadnezzar heard this, and 
recoiled!cd his dream, he was adonifhed at the 
nature of Daniel, and fell upon his face, and 
fainted Daniel in the manner that men worfhip 
God, and gave command that he fhould he la- 
criliccd to as a god. And this was not all; for 
he alfo impofed tfie name of his own god upon 
him [Baltalar] and made him and his kinfmen 
rulers of his whole kingdom ; wh.ich kiniincn 
of his happened to fall into danger by the envy 
and malice [of their enemies] for they offend¬ 
ed the king upon the occakon following : He 
made an image of gold, wlmfc height was fix- 
ty cubits, and its breadth fix cubits, and let it 
in the great plain of Babylon ; and when he 
was going to dedicate the image, he invited 
the principal men out of all the earth that was 

* Of this mull remarkable paflage in Juft pints concern¬ 
ing tin a ,;/! ,7/ rf the MX'ttf.'uv, a>iil deflroy.n^ the mui 
win. !: !i; v’tn.M . ot pxpl tin, hut intimated to be .1 prophe¬ 
cy of luutritv, and probably not kite for him to explain, 
as belonging to tin- diltiuciion of tlie Roman empire by 
Joins Chrifl, die iiae Median of the Jews, take the words 
of Ilavcrcamp, ch. ,\. 4 “ Nor is thi. to he wnrSdned 

at, that lie would not mnv meddle with thit'.p; future ; 
for he had no mind to ; jmole the Ri mini, by IpiakiuM 
of ihe dellrutliou of that city which they tailed the clcr- 
nnl i 'ty ” 

f Vince Jofepluts here explains the fevert prophetic times 
whi h were to pats met Neouclndneavar, Da it, iv. 16. to 
be ft ’1/1 \tiin , we thence learn hue. he molt probably mult 
have umh l ilood thole other parallel phrafes, 01 a time, 
times , <'/hi tm ia!f , Amiq. B. VIT. eh. x.vv. of fo many 
prophetic yens silo; though hevi'Lal lets us know, by 
his hint at the interpretation of the [event y we,! r, as be- 
J piping to the hnn th nionarjhv, and the. deiLrnction of 
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under his dominions, and .commanded them i>' 
find the place, that, when the fftould he- 
found of the trumpet, they fhould 
down and worfhip the image; and h 
cited, that thofe who did not fo, fhoult. 
into a fiery furnace. When therefore a 
rell, upon the hearing of the found of the trum¬ 
pet, worfhipped the image, they relate that 
Darnel’s kinfmen did not do it, becaule the\ 
would not tranfgrcfs the laws of their country ; 
fo thefe men were conviclcd, and cad immedi¬ 
ately into the fire ; hut were laved by Divine 
Providence, and altera iurprifmg manner tfca- 
ped death, for the fire did not touch them : 
and I fuppofc that it touched them not, as il 
it reafoned with itfelf, that they were call into 
it without any fault of theirs, and that there¬ 
fore it was too weak to burn the young men 
when they were in it. This was done by the 
power of God, who made their bodies lo far 
fuperior to the fire, that it could not conlume 
them. This it was which recommended them 
to the king - as righteous men, and men belov¬ 
ed of God ; on which account they continued 
in great edeem with him. 

6 . A little after this, the king law in his 
ficej) again another vihon ; how he fhould fall 
from his dominion, and feed among the wild 
beads, and that when he had lived in this man¬ 
ner in the defert for f feven years, he fhould 
recover his dominion again. When lie had 

iccn 

Jcrufalem by the Romans in the days of Jofepluts, chap. it. 
tj 7. that lie did not think thole years to be bare years, but 
rather days for years ; by which reckoning, and by which 
alone, could 70 weeks, or 490 days, reach to the age of 
Jofepluts. But as to the truth of iliofe feven years banitli- 
mt nt ol Nebuc hadnezzar front men, and Lis living io long 
among the be alts, the very finall remains we have any 
whcie chc of this Ncbuiluduezzar prevent our cxpci.Lt- 
tic.n o! any other full account of it. bo far we know by 
bu.kma's canon, a Contcmpov.iry record, as veil as by 
Joicpbus pi• U riy, that lie icig.icd in all 4^ years, that 
it is 1 ight years altet v\ c n.c. t with any account oi his 
| alliens; one of tin lad ot vi.ich was the 13 years fu gc 
of Luv, Antic' ii. XL ch. xi. wLete yet the old Latin has 
luti. tlr.ee years and ten months; yet were his actions be¬ 
fore fo run.11 k il-.ie, be • tli in laired and plot,me authors, 
that i'uch a l,tonne .,1 light ycats U the hail, af the lat¬ 
ter end of ins reign, mull be allowed to agiee very veil 

with 
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- c en this dream, lie called the magicians' to¬ 
gether again, and enquired of them about it, 
unci defired them to tell him what it ligniiied : 
hut when none of them could find out the 
meanly of the dream, nor dilcovcr it to the 
king, Daniel was the only perfon that explain¬ 
ed it ; and as he foretold, fo it came to pafs: 
for after lie had continued in the wilderneis tnc 
fore-mentioned interval of time, while no one 
third attempt to feizc his kingdom during thole 
jeven years, he prayed to God that he might 
o'<-'”'er his kingdom, and he returned to it : 
hut hi no (n,r khiuhrae for writing down 
every diLiy of this nature, as I find it in our 
ancient hooks; fir as to that matter, l have 
plainly allured thole that think me defective in 
any inch point, or complain of my manage¬ 
ment, and have told them in the beginning of 
this hiflory, that l intended to do no more than 
tranllate the Hebrew hooks into the Greek lan¬ 
guage, and promiied them to explain thofe 
fad's, without adding any thing to them of my 
own, or taking any thing away from them. 


C Id A P. XI. 

Concerning Neb:/■. hadne‘Z‘za>\ and '.ns Knccc/p/rs; 
and bo'll their Government was dijjblved by 
the Per,'ians : and what finings bejel Daniel 
in Media ; and what Prophecies he deliver¬ 
ed there. 

O W when king Nebuchadnezzar 
had reigned * forty-three years, he 
ended his life. He was an adivc man, and 
more fortunate than the kings that were before 
him. Now Berofus makes mention of his ac¬ 
tions in the third hook of his .Chalduic hiftory, 

with Daniel’'; accounts, that, after a feven years brutal 
life, he might return to his re.ilbn, and to the exercifr or 
hi.' royal authority, for one whole year at lealt belore las 
death. 

* Thofe 43 years for-the duration of the reign of Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar ate, as 1 have juft now obferved* the very 
fame number hi Ptolemy’s canon. Moles Chorenentn 
does alfo eonitrm this captivity of the Jews under Nebu- 
ch.tonc//,;r ; and a.tils, what is very remarkable, the* ' 
one of thofe jews th.il were carried by him into captivity j 
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where he fays thus: “ When 3 Jab f"il thcr NJm- 
cliodonofor [Nabopollaflar! lie.n il that 'lie go¬ 
vernor whom he had let over Egypt, anl the 
places about Cclcfyria and Plicnii m, h ul revolt¬ 
ed from him, while he was not nii: i*• ! ; .ij>ie any 
longer to undergo the hardihip.s [ui war] he 
committed to his Ion Nebuchadnezzar, who was 
Hill hut a youth, lome parts ol his army, and 
lent them a gain ft them. So when N\ bitched- 
1 ne/./ar had given battle, and fought with the 
, tebel, he beat him, and reduced the country 
from under his (ubjcclion, and made it a branch 
i of his own kingdom ; but about that time it 
jj happened, that his father Nahuchodonolor [Na- 
bopollaffar] fell ill, and ended his life in the 
city Babylon, when he had reigned f twenty- 
one years: And when be was made fenfible, 
as he was in a little time, that his lather Nabu- 
chodonofor [Nabopollaflar] was dead, and hav¬ 
ing fettled the affairs of Egypt, and the other 
countries, as alfo thofe that concerned the cap¬ 
tive jews, and Phenicians, and Syrians, and 
thofe of the Egyptian nations, and having 
committed the conveyance of them to Baby- 
I Ion, to certain of his f riends, together with the 
profs of his army, and the reft of their am- 

1 O - g 

! monition and provifions, he went hindelf haft- 
ily, accompanied with a few others, over the 
defeat, and came to Babylon. So he took 
upon him the management of public affairs, 
and of the kingdom, which had been B.pt for 
him by (me that was the principal of the bird- 
deans, and f.e received the entire dominions G 
his father; and appointed, that, when the cap¬ 
tives came, they fhoukl he placed as i Amies, 
in the molt proper places of Babylonia : but 
then he adorned the temple of Belas, and thy 

red 

got away into Armenia, ana railed the great i snob of the 
ilagratiehe there. 

j- Thefc 2i years here .derided to otic named ftVv•///•,- 
far in the full book again! Apon, or : j h 1 11 din, 
the father of the peat thbucluidnez/,.;’, me •. Ho the \et v 
fame with thofe gneu him in Ptolucat,.; a. fyne i 
here, that v. i.a.l Dr l'rikeu :: lays at the year t-i % ;! . ; ; 
Nebuchaeliu a?.;;' v.'.lt tune iven a ( op n ■ ; . i . <- 

thcr kings of i'ah’, lot., beiule.. the yt.a; l.hh: < ! ah",.. 
himfelf, is a groundless unit. ike oi Jimwr n'.edr ■ , . hr cm> 
iogera only, ami defhtute of a!) juug.-r < • g.n d . ■ 
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■reft of the temples, in a magnificent manner, 
with the fpoils he had taken in the war. He alio 
added another city to that which was there of 
old,- and rebuilt it, that fuch as would befiege 
it hereafter might no more turn the courfe of 
the river, and thereby attack the city itfelf: lie 
therefore built three wails round about the in¬ 
ner city, and three others about that which 
was the outer, and this lie did with burnt brick. 
And after he had, after a becoming manner, 
walled the city, and adorned its gates gloriouf- 
ly, he built another palace before his father’s 
palace, but fo that they joined to it; to de- 
icribe whole vaft height, and immenfe riches, 
it would perhaps he too much for me to at¬ 
tempt; yet as large and loft) as they were, they 
were completed in * fifteen days. He alio 
■creefed elevated places for walking, of ftone, 
and made it rdemblc mountains, and built it 
fo that it might be planted with all forts of 
trees. He all’o eroded what was called a pen- 
file psradife, bccaufe his wife was delirous- to 
have things like her own country, ihe having 
■been bred up in the places of Media.” Me* 
galfcnes alfo, in his fourth book of his accounts 
of India, makes mention of thefe things, and 
thereby endeavours to fhew that this king [Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar] exceeded Hercules in fortitude, 
and in the greatneis or his adions : For he 
faith, That “ he conquered a great part of Ly- 
hia and Iberia.” Diodes alfo, in the ieconcl 
book of his accounts of Perfia, mentions J^kis 

* I'li,’fe fifteen (lays for fi nil'll mg fucli vaft buildings at 
Babylon, ni loiephus’s copy of Berofus, would Kcm too 
abfurJ to no fuppofed to be the ti ue number, were it nor 
for the lame K'lliuiony eMant alio in the tirtt book again!! 
Aj'iou, kj. with the ian'ii number. It the nee indeed ap¬ 
pears, that Jofophm.’s iopy cd Berofus had this (mall 
number, hut that it is the nuo number 1 Hill doubt. Jo- 
fbplms 'Itur'cs us, tliat the w ails of fo much a fmaller city 
at Jcritf.tfctn were two years and four months in building 
by Nehembli, who yet li.uleueti the work all lie- could, 
Anti<]. B. XI. chap. v. (. K. i tliould think tty days, or 
a year and 15 days, much more proportionable to fo great 
a v\ ot k. 

-)• It i. here i-mark ih!e, that Jofephus, without flic 
knowledge oi PtolemvX canon, Should c.t!! the fame king, 
whom he himfelf here, B.nuch i. 11. and Daniel v. 1, 2, 
0, t 22, ■!;■}, Ihle Uehaznr, or Bfljhaz^ ir, from the 
iiubvh'i'Lui go-! Bel, N^hsnjehu a!N; and in the lirft 
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I king; as does Philoftratus, in his accounts both 
of India and Phcnicia, fay, That “ this king bc- 
iieged Tyre thirteen years, while at the fame 
time Ethbaal reigned at Tyre.” Thefe arc all 
the hiftorics that I have met with concerning 
this king. 

■2. But now, after the death of Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, Evil-Merodach his fon fuccceJcd in the 
kingdom, who immediately let Jcchoniah at 
liberty, and eftcemed him among his molt in¬ 
timate friends. He alfo gave ’ ’ .. 

lents, and made him honourah 
of the kings that were hr 
ther had not kept liis faith \ 
when he voluntarily delivered ,,p . 
him, with his wives and children, and his whole 
kindred, for the fake of his country, that it 
might not he taken by ficgc, and utterly dc- 
llroycd, as we faid before. When Evil-Mcro- 
daeh was dead, after a reign of eighteen years, 
NigliiTar his fon took the government, and re¬ 
tained it forty years, and then ended his life : 
And alter him the iucccfFion in the kingdom 
! came to his fon Laboiordacus, who continued 
in it, in all, but nine months; and when lie 
was dead, it came to f Baltafar, who by the 
Babylonians was called Naboandrfus: Again!! 
him did Cyrus, the king of Perfia, and Darius, 

I the king of Media, make war ; and when he 
; was beiieged in Babylon, there happened a won¬ 
derful and prodigious viiicn. He was fat down 

at 

book agnintl Apion, \ 19. from the fame citation out of 
Berofus, Nrboiwalon , from tlie Babylonian god Nabo, or 
Nebo. ' 1 'liis Jail is not remote from the original pro- 
i nuntiation itfelf in I’tolemy's canon, Nttbonadius; for both 
J the place of this king in that canon, as the lafl of the Af- 
’ fyrian or Babylonian kings, and the number of years of 
his reign, fev< nteen, the lame in both, demonflrate that 
it is 011c and the fame king that is meant by them all. It is 
j alio wmth nothing, that Jofcphus knew that Darius, the 
partner <>.' Cyrus, was the foil of Atlyages, and was called 
by another name among the Greeks, though it duel not 
appear he knew what that name was, as having never fern 
the bell hiilory of this period, which is Xenophon’s: But 
tire it what Jofephus’s prelent copies fay presently, § 4. 
that it was only within no long time after the hand-writing 
on the wall that Baltafar was (lain, does not fo well a’gree 
with our copies of Daniel, which fay it was the fame nigh, 
Dan. v. 30. 
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at flipper, in a large room, and there were a 1 
great many veffels of filver, i’uch as were made 
_ for royal entertainments, and lie had with him 
Tiis concubines, and his friends ; whereupon he 
came to a refolution, and commanded that 1 
thofe veffels of God, which Nebuchadnezzar 
had plundered out of Jerufalem, and had not 
^nade ufe of, but had put them into his own ; 
temple, fhould be brought out of that temple. : 
lie all'o grew lo haughty, as to proceed to ule 
them in the midll of his cups, drinking out of, 
uiem, . ml blalpheming again!! God. In the 
mean time, lie law an hand proceed out of the 
wall, and writing upon the wall certain lyd- 
lablcs ; at winch fight, being difturbed, he 
called the magicians and Chaldeans together, 
and all that fort of men that were among thele 
Barbarians, and were able to interpret figns 
and dreams, that they might explain the wri¬ 
ting to him. But when the magicians faid they 
could difeover nothing, nor did underhand it, 
the king was in great diforder of mind, and 
under great trouble at this furpriftng accident ; 
in he caufed it to he proclaimed through all the 
country, and promifed, that to him who could 
explain the writing, and give the fignilication 
couched therein, he would give a golden chain 
for his neck, and leave to wear a purple gar¬ 
ment, as did the kings of Chaldea, and would 
bellow on him the third part of his own domi¬ 
nions. When this proclamation was made, 
the magicians ran together more earnellly, and 
were very ambitious to find out the importance 
of the writing, but flill hefitated about it as 
much as before. Now when the king’s * grand¬ 
mother faw him cart down at this accident, Die 
began to encourage him, and to fay. That 
“ there was a certain captive who came from 
Judeaf a Jew by birth, but brought away thence 
by Nebuchadnezzar when he deftroyed Jerufi- 
4 cm, whole name was Darnel, a wife man, and 
of great fagacity in finding out what was iin- 
poffible for others to difeover, and what was 
known to God alone; who brought to light 

* This grandmother, or mother of Baltafar, the queen 
dowager of Babylon (for ihe is diitinguilhed from hi-, 
■queen, Dan. v. 10. 2 j.) leenu to hate been the famous 


and aiffwcrcd fuch qucfliom to Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar as no one die was nh'e to anfua r, ywhen 
they were conlulted. Mie tlierdc.ro (jfcined 
that be would fend 101 him, and <.nqi/irc of 
Inin concerning the writing, ..nd iff (Miidemn 
the unfkillulncls of thofc tint could not find 
tluir meaning; and this, although what God 
lignilied theichy fhould be oi a melancholy na¬ 
ture. 

3. When Baltafar heard this, he called for 
Daniel: and whin he had tliJcourlcd to him 
what he had lcained concernin'! him. and his 
wifdom, and how a divine Ipirit was with b.iin, 
and that he alone was fully capable of linding 
out what others would never have thought of, 
he defired him to declare to him what this 
writing meant : That if he did fo, he would 
give him leave to wear purple, and to pur a 
chain oi gold about his neck, and would bellow 
on him the third part of his dominion, as an 
honorary rewaid for his wifdom, that thereby 
he might become illullrious to thole who law 
him, and who enquired upon what occafion 
he obtained fuel) honoma. Hut Daniel defined, 
“ That he would keep his gifts to himielf; for 
what is the effect of wifdom, and of divine le- 
vclation, admits of no gilts, and bellows its 
advantages on petitioners freely ; hut that flill 
he would explain the writing to him : which 
denoted, that lie fhould boon dk, and this be- 
canfc he had not learned to honour God, and 
not to admit things above human nature, bv 
what punilhments his progenitor bad under¬ 
gone for the injuries he had offered to God; 
and becauic he had quite forgotten how Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar was removed to feed among wild 
beafts for his impieties, ami did not recover his 
former life among men, and his kingdom, but 
upon God’s mercy to him, after man)- fappli¬ 
cations and prayers ; who did thereupon praife 
God all the days of his life, as one ol almighty 
power, and who takes care of mankind. [He 
alio put him in mind] how he had greatly 
4 T bluff 

Ni-ocris, who fortified Babylon againfl the hi .V* ,tnd 
Perfians, and in all pioluLihiy pranul u imd-1 
vilio feems to be a weak and oth mil. etc pi: .(. 
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blafphemcd ng.finfl God, and had made ufe of 
his V(/i r ie!i amongil his concubines : that there¬ 
fore God faw this, and was angry with him, 
and d'& ci.ired I>v this wiping before-band what 
A fad cdnc’ufion oi his life he fhould come 
to. And in. explained the writing thus : 
MylSFJt. 'ibis, if it l.e expounded in tlie 
C I reek language, in iy ligwfy, a A’/.'/wAr, bc- 
wuile (bed hath numbered to long a time for 
thy life, and tor thy government, and that 
there remains hut a final! portion. 111 KK{][,. 
This iignifics, a U r's and means, that (hod 
hath weighed thy kingdom in a balance, and 
find:, it going dr,wn already. P ILtRFS. T'his 
:dlb in the (breek tongue denote 0 , a Fragment; 
Cod will therefore break thy kingdom in pieces, 
and divide it among the Medes and Perhans.” 

4. Wnr.N Daniel had totd the kincf, that 
the writing upon the wall fignifietl theic events, 
Baltafhr was in great i'orrovv and afilidion, as 
was to be expeded wb.cn the interpretation was 
fo heavy upon him. However, he did not re- 
filfe what he had promifed Daniel, although lie 
were become a foreteller of misfortunes to him, 
but bellowed it all upon bim; as reafoning 
thus, that what he was to reward was peculiar 
to himfell’, and to fate, and did not belong to 
the prophet; but that it was the part of a good 
.md a juft man 1 to give what he had promifed, 
although the event: were to be of a melancholy 
nature. Accordingly, the king determined Jo 
to do. Now after a little while, both himJclf, 
and the citv, were taken hv Cyrus, the king 
of Perfia, who fought againft him ; i'or it was 
Baltafar, under whom Babylon was taken, 
when he had reigned feventeen years. And 
this is the end of the pofterity of king Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar, as hiftory informs us ; hut when 
Babylon was taken by Darius, and when he, 
with his kinfman Cyrus, had put an end fo the 
dominion of the Babylonians, lie was iixty-two 
years old. He was the ion of AH gages, and 
had another name among the Greeks. More¬ 
over, lie took Daniel the prophet, and carried 
him with him into Media, and honoured him 
'.cry greatly, and kept him with him; for he 
was cue of the three preftdents whom lie Jet 


over his three hundred and fixty provinces, for 
into to many did Darius part them. 

v However, while Daniel was in fo great 
dignity, and in Jo great favour with Darius, 
and was alone intrufted with every thing by 
him, as having fomewhat divine in him, he 
was envied by the reft ; for thole that lev others 
in greater honour than thcmlldves with kings, 
envy them : and when thofe that v ■ 
at the great favour Daniel was in \ 
fought for an occafion againft him, 


them no occaJion at all ;,fpr as he w 
the temptations of money, and defpil y, 

and efteemed it a very bafe thing to take any 
thing by way of reward, even when it might 
bejuJUy given him, he afforded thofe that en¬ 


vied him not the leaft handle for an acculation. 


Mo when they could find nothing for which 
they might calumniate him to the king; no¬ 
thing that was fliamcful or reproachful, and 
thereby deprive him of the honour he was in 
with him, they fought for fome other method 
whereby they might deftroy him. When 
therefore they faw that Daniel prayed to God 
three times a day, they thought they had got¬ 
ten ail occafion by v\ Ach they might ruin him ; 
fo they came to Darms, and told him, That “the 
princes and governors had thought proper to 
allow the multitude a relaxation for thirty days, 
that no one might offer a petition or prayer, 
cither to himfeff, or to the gods; but that he 
who fhall tranJgrefs this decree, fhall be caft in¬ 
to the den of lions, and there perifh.” 

6 . Whereupon the king, being not ac¬ 
quainted with their wicked clefign, nor fufpec- 
ting that it was a contrivance of theirs againft 
Daniel, In id, he was pleafed with this decree 
of theirs, and he promifed to confirm what they- 
cleared : he a If.5 publifhed an edid, to pfomul- 
gate to the people that decree which the prin¬ 
ces had made. Accordingly, all the reft took 
care not to tranfgrefs thofe iniundions, ■ and 
re fled in quiet ; but Daniel had no regard to 
them, hut, as he was wont, he flood and pray¬ 
ed to God in the fight of them all: But the 
princes, having met with the occafion they fo 
earncftly fought to find againft Daniel, came 


pro- 
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prcfently to the king, and accufed him, that 
Daniel was the only perfon that tranfgreffed 
\the decrcfe, while not one of the reft durlt pray 
to their gods. This difcovery they made, not 
becaufe of his impiety, but becaufe they had 
watched him and obferved him out of envy ; 
for, luppofmg that Darius did thus, out of a 
-getter kindnefs to him than they expected, 
and that he was ready to grant him pardon for 
this contempt of his injunctions, and envying 
this very pardon to Daniel, they did not be¬ 
come mo- favourable to him, but defired he 
might he caft into the den of lions, according 
to the law. So Darius, hoping that God would 
deliver him, am. that he would undergo no¬ 
thing that was terrible by the wild beafts, bid 
him bear this accident cheerfully : And when 
he was caft into the den, he put his leal to 
the (lone that lay upon the mouth of the den, 
and went his way; but he palled all that night 
without food, and without lleep, being in great 
diftrefs for Daniel: But when it was day, he got 
up, and came to the den, and found the leal en¬ 
tire, which he had left the Hone fealed withal: 
he alfo opened the leal, and cried out, and 
called to Daniel, and afked him if he were alive? 
Ami as foon as he heard the king’s voice, and 
faid, that he had fuffered no harm, the king 
gave order, that he Ihould be drawn up out of 
the den. Now, when his enemies law that 
Daniel had fullered nothing which was terrible, 
they would not own that he was preferved by 
God, and by his providence ; but they faid, 
that the lions had been filled full with food, 
and on that account it was, as they fuppofed, 
that the lions would not touch Daniel, nor 
come to him ; and this they alledged to the king: 
But the king, out of an abhorrence of their j 

* It is no way improbable that Daniel’s enemies might ; 
fuggetl this re.ifon to the king, why the lions did not ; 
meddle with him, and that they might fufpett the king’s t 
kindneg to Daniel had procured thefe lions to be fo filled , 
belorc-hand, and that thence it was that he encouraged j 
Daniel to tubing to this experiment, in hopes of com- ; 
mg off fate , and that this was the true veafon of making j 
fo terrible .111 experiment upon thole his enemies, and all , 
' thiir families, D.m. vi. 24. though our other copies do 
not directly take notice of it.. 
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wickcdnefs, gave order, that they Ihould throw 
in a great deal of llelh to the lions ; and when 
they had filled thcmfclver,, he gave fartfuy or¬ 
der, that Daniel’s enemies fliould bg call into 
the den, that he might learn, whether the 
lions, now they were lull, would touch them, 
or not. And it appeared plain to Darius, af¬ 
ter the princes had been caft to the wild beafts, 
that it was God who preierved Daniel ; * for 
the lions fpared none of them, hut tore them 
all to pieces, as if they had been \ery hungry, 
and wanted food. I fuppofc, therefore, it was 
not their hunger, which had been a little be¬ 
fore fatislied with abundance of llelh, but the 
wickednefs of thefe men that provoked them 
[to deftroy the princes | ; for if it fo pleale 
God, that wickedneis might, by even thofe 
irratiodfel creatures, be efteemed a plain foun¬ 
dation for their punilhment. 

7. When therefore thofe that had intended 
thus to deftroy Daniel by treachery, were them- 
felves deftroyed, king Darius fent [letters] over 
all the country, and ]nailed that God whom 
Daniel worshipped ; and faid, That “ he was 
the only true God, and had all power.” lie 
had alfo Daniel in very great efteem, and made 
him the principal of his friends. Now when. 
Daniel was become lo illullrious and famous, 
on account of the opinion men had that he was 
beloved of God, he built a tower at Ecbatana 
in Media: it was a moll elegant building, and 
wonderfully made ; and it is Hi 11 remaining, 
and preferved to this day ; and to Inch as fee 
it, it appears to have been lately built, and to 
have been no older than that very duv when' 
any one looks upon it; it is '[ ibfrcfh, HouriJh- 
ing, and beautiful, and no way grown old in 

fo 

"VVhat jofeplius here fay;, tint the ffotv; <at the fr- 
pulchrts of the king; it! Partin at this town - , or thofe per¬ 
haps of the fame fort that are now commonly called the 
ruins of Peril polls, continued fo entiie and unaltered in 
his clays, as if they v.ete lately put there, “ 1 , fays Roland, 
here can Ihevv to be true, as to thofe Hones of the P. rfuti 
kings maufolea.11, which Corn. Brum us brake oil md gmc 
me.” He afetibed'.'nil to the haidnels of the ,i_ , ohi.-'i 
fearedy yields to iion ton!,, and pn.vt I'-.v'i t.tl/ too 
h..rd ior cutting by tn*’ thifld, but o::vi tun 3 b ck> a 
topixes.. 




Book X. 


ANTIQUITIES OB THE JEWS. 


354 

fo long a time ; for buildings fufFer the fame 
as lycn do: they grow old as well as they, and 
by numbers of years their llrength is diffolvcd, 
-and' their beauty withered. Now they bury 
the kings of Media, of l’erfia, and Parthia, in 
this tower, to this dav; and he who was in¬ 
truded with the care of it was a Jewiih pried ; 
which thing is alfo oberved to this day: But it 
is fit to give an account of w r hat this man did, 
•which is mod admirable to hear ; for he was 
fo happy as to have drange revelations made 
to him, and thole as to one of the greated of 
fhe prophets, infomuch, that while he was alive, 
he had the edeem and applaufe both of the 
Icings and of the multitude, and now he is dead, 
he retains a remembrance that will never fail; 
for the feveral hooks that he wrote and left be¬ 
hind him are Hill read by us till this tindfc ; and 
from them we believe that Daniel converfcd 
with God ; for he did not only prophefy of 
future events, as did the other prophets, but 
he all'o determined the time of their accom- 
pli/hment: And while prophets uled to foretcl 
misfortunes, and on that account were difagrec- 
nble both to the kings and to the multitude, 
Daniel wets to them a prophet of good things ; 
and this to fuch a degree, that by the agreeable 
nature of his predictions he procured the good¬ 
will of all men, and by the accomplilhment of 
them he procured the belief of their truth, and 
the opinion of [a fort of] divinity for himfelf, 
among the multitude. lie alio wrote and left 
behind him what made manifeft the accuracy 
and undeniable veracity of his predictions : For 
he faith, That “ when he was in Sufa, the 
metropolis of Pcrfu, and went out into the 
held with his companions, there was, on the 
Hidden, a motion and concuHion of the earth; 
and that he was left alone by himfelf, his friends 
living away from him ; and that he was difturb- 
e,l, and fell on his lace, and on his two hands; 
and that a certain perl'on touched him, and, at 
the lame time hid him rife, and fee what would 
lyfa! !r countrymen after many generations. 
He alfo related, that when he dood up, he was 
fhewn a ~te ram, with many horns growing 
out of Lis head, and that the lad was higher 


than the red: that after this he looked to the 
wed, and faw an lie-goat carried through the 
air from that quarter; that he ntfhcd upoi 
the ram with violence, and fmote him, twic 
with his horns, and overthrew him to tlv 
ground, and trampled upon him : that after 
ward he faw a very great horn growing out < 
the head of the lie-goat, and that when it w: 
broken off, four horns grew up that were eh 
pofed to each of the four winds ; and h p twnt. 
that out of them aiofe anot 
which, as lie laid, waxed great 
die wed to him, that it^oUTu 
nation, and take their city by f 
the temple-worihip to confufion, and forbid 
the lacrilices to be offered, for one thoufind 
two hundred and ninety-fix days.” Daniel 
wrote, that he faw thefe vifions in the plain of 
Sufa ; and he hath informed us, that (did in¬ 
terpreted the appearance of this vifion after the 
following manner: “ He laid, that the ram 
fignided the kingdoms of the Medes and Per- 
lians, and the horns tbofe kings that were to 
reign in them; and that the lad horn lignified 
the lad king, and that he fhould exceed all the 
kings in riches and glory : that the lie-goat 
fignided, that one fliould come, and reign from 
the Greeks, who fhould twice fight with the 
Perfian, and overcome him in battle, am 
fhould receive his entire dominion : that by tin 
great horn, which fprang out of the forehead o 
the he-goat, was meant the firfl king; and tha 
the fpringing-up of four horns, upon its Tallin 
off, and the converfion of every one of tlier 
to the four quarters of the earth, fignided tb 
fucceffors that diould arife after the death < 
the did king, and the partition of the kingdom 
among them; and that they diould be neither 
his children, nor of his kindred, that fhould 
reign over the habitable earth for many years ; 
and that from among them there fhould arife 
a certain king that fhould overcome our nation, 
and their laws, and diould take away their po¬ 
litical government, and diould fpoit the temple, 
and forbid the facrifices to be offered, for three 
years time.” And indeed it fo came to pais, 
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that our nation buffered thefe things under An- 
tiochus Epiphanes, according to Daniel’s vifmn, 
and what he wrote many years before they 
■'carng to pafs. In the very lame manner Da¬ 
niel alio wrote concerning the Roman govern¬ 
ment, and that our country ihould be made 
dciolatu by them. All thele things did this 
man leave in writing, as God had ihewn them 
to him, inlomuch, that Inch as read bis pro¬ 
phecies, and lee how they have been fulfilled, 
would wonder at the honour wherewith God 
fwiieu, A Daniel; and may thence dilcovcr 
how the Epicureans are in an error, who call 
prov'nlcncc out of human life, and do not be¬ 
lieve that God takes care of the affairs of the 
world, nor that the univerfe is governed and 
continued in being by that hleifed and immor¬ 
tal nature; hut fay, that the world is eairied 
along of its own accord, without a ruler and a 


eur.Oor ; which, were it dcftknfc of a guide to 


ronuiKl 


as they mi com 


11 w ( 


add be like 
row Jed by 
ut irrivers. 


ilujis without pilots, vs iti<h v. e Ice dro 
the winds, or like eh ",h>u. v. uhou 
v. h'di are ovt!!timed ; In v i-i.uM the world he 
dallied to piee, s hv its being, can led w ithout 
a providence, and io periUi wul anno to nought. 
So that by the fore-mcilinm d predict loos <>• 
E'.iniel, thole men feem to me ve; y much to 
err from the truth, who dcieimitie, that God 
cxerciies no providence over human affair*; 
for if that were the cafe, that the world went 
on by mechanical ncceflity, we Ihould not ice 
that till things would come to pal:, according to 
his prophecy. Now as to myleli, I have io 
deieribed thele matters as 1 have found them 
and read them ; hut if any one is inclined to 
another opinion about them, let him enjoy hie 
different fentiments without any blame from me. 
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Containing the Interval of 253 Tears , five Months. 

[From the firft of Cyrus to the Death of Alexander the Great.] 


C I I A P. 1 . 

How Cyrus, King of the Perfians, delivered the 
'Jews out of Babylon, and fuffered them to re¬ 
turn to their own Country, and to build their 
Temple , for which Work he gave than Mo¬ 
tley. 

§ 1. TN the firft year of the reign of * Cyrus, 
Ej which was the feventieth from the 
M day that our people were removed out 
of their own land into Babylon, Clod cornmif- 
erated the captivity and calamity of thefe poor 
people, and according as he had foretold to 

* This Cyrus is called God's jhepherd by Xenophon, as 
■well as by 1 idiah xliv. 28. as alfo it is faid of him by the 
fame prophet, that / will make a man more precious than 

'No. XVI, 


j them by Jeremiah the prophet, before the tic- 
! ftrudlion of the city, that alter they had ierved 
I Nebuchadne/./ar and his pollerity, and alter 
! they had undergone that Servitude feventy years, 
I he would leltore them attain to the land of their 
fathers, and they lliould build their temple, and 
1 enjoy their ancient prolperity. And thefe things 
j God did afford them ; for lie ilirrcd up the 
mind of Cyrus, and made him write thus 
j throughout all Alia: u I bus faith Cyrus the 
I king; linec God Almighty hath appointed me 
to he king of the habitable earth I believe 

that 

fine go/d, even a man, thin the gfitdin •wide/of fpsn > L ’• M't. 
12. which character makes Xenophon's molt excellent lni- 
tory of him very credible. 

4 G 
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that he ithat God which the nation of the 
liraclhe'* workup ; for indeed he foretold my 
name'. !)v the prop!in'--, and .that l fhould build 
him an hpnfe at jeruialem, in the country of 
Judea.” 

2. Tins was known to Gyrus by his read¬ 
ing the bool: which liuiah left behind him of 
his prophecies ; for rhi • prophet laid, that God 
had Ipoken thus to him in a ieciet vinon : “My 
will it, that Gyrus, whom i have appointed to 
be king over m;mA' and great nations, lend 
back my people to their own land, and build 
my temple.” 'Hus was foretold by Ifaiah one 
hundred and forty years before the temple was j 
demolilhed. Accordingly, when Gyrus read 
this, and admired the divine power, an earned, 
delire and an ambition lei/ed upon him, to fulfil 
what was fo wriurn; fo he called lor the mold 
eminent Jews that were in Babylon, and find to 
them, That “he gave them leave to go back to 
their own country, and to rebuild • their city 
Jeruialem, and the temple of God ; for that he 
would be their allillant, and that he would write 
to the rukm and governors that were in the 
neignboui hood oi tneir country of.] udea, that 
fhev lhiMild eontribiue to t. > 1.1 goh! and lilver 


iorthe In 

.lidding ' 

of t ’c 1 1 ■ e n' 

e, and 

be!ides that, 

be bit1O1 

• their 1 

aciilu fs.” 
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went its bade to jurn'dan; vet did many 
of them liar c.r Baht 1 > 1, as no: willing to 
leave tin h puileGors : And when they were 
come timber, all the k’ng’s friends alii lied 
them, and brought in, for tin building of the 
temple, lomc gold, ami . m liher, and l'ome 
a great nwnv cattle, and herbs. So they per¬ 
formed their vow., to God .,nd rdlcied the 
l.uriliees that had been aocullomcd of old time ; 

* This leave to larla jenifitg.r, § ?, '!• '.inti this cpiillc 
of Cyrus to STiifc , .1 H S nhr dm/me., to the lame pui- 
pofe, ue n.i'tt aimipiuiatel j onvUcd i » all our copits, 
hut the. Is .1 unt (.ompieted copy ot hdcplms; and by 
inch osmium, the famur , pr.ophiry ot U.iiah xliv. 28. 
where we a.e mluime tint Cod laid ol or to Cyrus, 
lie .s my /htfKi </, 1 *ui f\dl perform all v.’v ph'ifire ; tven 
fni eg /; >,/'■, ’ti.i, l; ; / /halt If built , and h i’, temple, th\ 
jLiJ/ ie !.i eoul.l not hitherto be demontlrated 
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T mean this, upon the rebuilding of their city, 
and the revival of the ancient practices rela¬ 
ting to their worlhip. Gyrus alfo lent hack 
to them the veffels of God, which king Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar had pillaged out of the temple, 
and had carried to Babylon. So he committed 
tiiefe tilings to Mithridates the treahirer, to be 
font away, with an order to give them to Sa- 
nabakar, that he might keep them till the t. — 
pie WuS built ; and when it w. 
might deliver them to the prick 
the multitude, in order to their 
to the temple. Gyrus aTfcTTent at 
governors that were in Syria ; . moment, 

whereof here follow : 

“ King Gyiuts, to Sjsinnes and Satiika- 
liUZANEs, lendeth greeting: 

I havi: given leave to as many of the Jews 
that dwell in my own country as pleafe to re¬ 
turn to their own country, and to rebuild their 
city, and to build the temple of God at Jcrula- 
lem, on the lame place where it was before. 1 
have alio lent my treafurer Mithridates, and 
Zorobabel the governor of the Jews, that they 
may lay the foundations of the temple, and 
nny build it lixty cubits high, and o-' the fame 
latitude, making three ubhccs of j oiifhcd 
Hones, and one of the wood ol the cou"Ty ; 
and the lame order extends to tin. ahar where¬ 
on they offer facriiices to God. I require alfo 
that the cxpenccs for tiiefe things be given out 
ol my revenues Moreover, I have alfo lent 
theveflcls which king Nebuchadnezzar pillaged 
out of the temple, and have given them to 
Mithridates the treafurer, and to Zorobabel the 
governor of the Jews, that they may have them 
carried to Jerufalcm, and may rellore them to 
the temple of God. Now their f number is as 

follows: 

from the facrcj hiflory to have been completely fulfilled ; 
l mean as to that part of it winch concerned his giving 
leave or eoiumilTion lor rebuilding the citv jeruialem as 
diltmcl fiorn the temple, wdiofe rebuilding is alone per¬ 
mitted or dnectcd in the decree of Cyrus in all our 
copies. 

j- Of the true number of golden and lilver vcflels here 
and ellewheie belonging to the temple of Solomon, fee the 
defeription of the tempko, chap. siii. 



Chap. II. 


ANTI QJJ I T I E S OF THE JEWS. 


357 


follows: fifty chargers of gold, and five hun¬ 
dred of iilver ; forty Thericlean cups of gold, 
and live hundred of iilver ; fifty bufons of gold, j 
?lnd. Ijve hundred of Iilver ; thirty vcifcls for j 
pouring [the drink offerings] and three hun- f 
tired of iilver; thirty vials of gold, and two 
thoufaiW four hundred of Iilver; with a thou¬ 
sand other large veffds. I permit them to have 
the fame honour which they were tiled to have j 
from their f- fathers ; as allb for their fmall eat- ■ 
♦' ic and oil, two hundred and live 

ve hundred drachma; ; and for . 
enty thoufmd and live hun- I 
mud I give cider, that theie ex- | 
,.n.es lhall be given them out of the tributes 
due from Samaria. The priclls lhall alfo offer l 
theie lacriiiccs according to the laws of Moles \ 
in Jeniftlem; and when tiiey offer them, they 
drill pray to (Sod for the preiervation of the 
king, and of his family, that the kingdom of 
Portia m iy continue. Put my will is, that thole 
who difohey theie injunctions, and make them 
void, lhall be hu.ig upon a crols, and their 
iuhftmce brought into the king’s trealury.” 
And fucli w ts the import of this epillle. Now 
the niimb.r of ho t i.n came out of captivity 
to jemfalcm were lorty-two thouland four hun¬ 
dred and lixty-two. 


C II A P. II. 

upon the Death of Cyrus , the Jews were 
. /-red, in bnildntg of the 'Temple, l>y the 
Cutbeans and the neighbouring G -vcn/ors; j 
and how Gambyfe- entirely forbad the Jews 
t o do any fuch Tui/.g. 

§ iTTTHEN the foundations of the temple 
VV were laying, and when the Jews 

* Jofephui here follows Herodotus, and thole that re¬ 
lated how Cyrus nude wav with th * Scythians and M*T- 
faert-,, near the Cityian tea, and perilhed in it; while 
Xenophon's account, which appear;, never to have leer 
teen by Joihphus, that Cyrus dud in peace in his own 
count?)- of i’erfu, i; -attefted to by the writers of the ailair, 
of Alexander the Givit, wh ;;i they agree that lie found 
Cyrus's fepuichre at Pafargnle near PeifepT-.. Toi. 
account of Xenophon is alt"» con'inne 1 by the circa n- 

fl m, \ id f-mV' unaa hi . f 11 ,-r. ■ ■ bn a ! n ( iir-m. wii > 


were very zealous about build'no; it, the neigh¬ 
bouring nations, and clpccidly the Cntlteaus, 
w liomShalmanefcr, king ojfAtiyria, had brought 
out of Perlia and Media, aim had planted in 
Samaria, when lie carried tin people !>f Ifracl 
captive, befought the govei nor-., and thole that 
had the care of fuch afftirs, that they would 
interrupt the Jews, bo: n in the rebuilding of 
their city, and in the building of their temple. 
Now as theie men were corrupted by them 
with money, they fold tin^Cufhc.un; their in- 
terell for rendering this building a How and a. 
carelefs work ; for Cyru c , who was lmfy about 
other wars, knew nothing of all this ; and it 
lo happened, that when he had led his army 
againli the Maflagetre, lie ended hi. life. Hut 
when Cambyles, the ion of Cyrus, had taken 
the kingdom, the governors in Syria and Phc- 
nieia, and in the countries of Ammon, and 
Moah, and Stmaria, wrote an epillle to C.un- 
byles ; whole contents were as follows : “ To 
our lord Cambyles, wc thy fervants, Rathumus 
|j the hiltoriographer, and Sennllius the Cribe,, 
and the rell that are thy judges in Syria and 
Phenivia, fendeth greeting; It i; lit, (hiding, 
that thou fhouldeil know, tint thole jews which 
were carried to Babylon, are come into our 
country, and. are building that rebellious and 
wicked citv, and its markn-ni me , and i. .ting 
up its wali.-., and tailing tip the temple: know, 
there!ore, that ivhv.il theie things ; iiimhoed, 
they will not he willing to pay ' ;t:e, no; 

will they iulmiit to thy commands ; but wii! 
refill king-., and will elude rather to rule over 
others thin he ruled over themlelve-. We 
therefore 1 nought it proper to wive to (lice, 
O king, while the works about the t.w<] le me 
going on fo fad, and not to overlook this nut¬ 
ter., 

who Initead of a w.tr to avenge Ills fatW'- it. .‘h upon th : 
Scythians .uni M.df.ijiets, and to p.ownt lit. i- a ftm n ion 
over-runnin f his northern pio\ m v width v mi! I 1. me 
>een the natural . only.pien e of In , i i! h-i ’, ill ,:i i mi 
•1 ath there, v n! iin v i e. 1 . 1 " < - < i an I, tia’i • iv 
U)o beyu.i bv Coil*., aCouftiig to Mm, am. , . < . .. 
and comjuc'td t’> n ha p.m : nor ; U.. re, hot l cwr 

ileant of, the ].* at m ’in mi >» the rep, i "f th . id, —.by! . 
f any war apaiait the mtlu.m, and Call ppu..- j.j >... 
ever eii<*a;'e 1 in A1 Id... i„e. » 
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ter, that thou mayeft fearch into the books of 
thy fathers ; for thou ivilt find in them, that 
lire jews have been rebels, and enemies to 
kings, as hath their city been all'o, which, for 
that realon, hath been till now laid w.illc. We 
thought proper alfo to inform thee ot this mat¬ 
ter, bivaufc thou mayefl otherwife perhaps be 
ignorant ot it, that it this city be once inhabit¬ 
ed, and be entirely emcompalfed with walls, 
thou wilt be excluded from thy pallage to Ge- 
lefyria and Phcnicia.” 

2. Whl.N C.unbyles bad read the cpiftle, 
being naturally wicked, he was irritated at what 
they told him ; and wrote back to them as fol¬ 
lows : “ Carnbyics the king, to Rathumus the 
hilloriographer, to Bccltcthimis, to Semellius 
the feribc, and the reft that ate in commillion, 
and dwelling in Samaria and Phcnicia, after 
this manner : I have read the cpiftle that was 
lent from you ; and 1 gave order that the books 
of my forefathers Humid be fearehed into, and 
it is there found, that this city hath always been 
an er.emv to kings, and its inhabitants have 
railed ieditions and wars. We alfo are lenii- 
Lle that their kings have been powerful and 
tyrunnk al, and have exaded ti ibute of Celclyria 
and Phcnicia : Whcrdore, 1 give order, that 
tlie ]ews fliall not he permitted to build that 
city, bll inch inikbid as they-uled to bring 
upvu kirn s be greatly augmented.” When 
thh epidle \\.e. re.a!, Ratluimus, and Semellius 
the Bribe, a !, d their sfbniatis, got luddenly 
on lu't'lt !>.:» k, ami made haile to Jentialem ; 
they ..ho brought a great company with them, 
and h .bid the Jews to build the citv and the 
temple. yXceenlingly, thde works were hin- 
iL'ted fvTii going on, till tl.e 1 ’ceond year of the 
rc’gn of D.nitts, fo4-inine years more ; for Cam- 
hvies reigned fix y<ea r s, and within that time 
over 1 b'ew Eg) pt; and w hen he was comeback, 
.'o’ died at Damaleu'. 


CHAP. III. 

How , after the Death of Cambyfes , ami the 
Slaughter of the Magi , but tnuhr the Riigu 
oj Darius, Zorobabel was fuperior to the htjl 
in the Solution of Problems, and thereby ob¬ 
tained this Favour oj the King , that the 7 e tu¬ 
ple.Jloould be built. 

§ i. j\ FTF.R the daughter of the Magi, 
who, upon the death of Camhyfcs, 
attained the governme nt of the Pi^b.iiis lor a 
year, thofe families which were called the feven 
families of the Berdans appointed Darius, the 
ion of Ilyftafpes, to be their king. Now he, 
while he was a private man, had made a vow 
to Clod, that if he came to be king, he would 
lend all the veffels of God that were in Baby¬ 
lon to the temple at Jcrufalem. Now it fo fell 
out, that about this time Zorobahcl, who had 
been made governor of the Jews that had been 
in captivity, came to Darius from Jcrufalem, 
for there had been an old friendfhip between 
him and the king. lie was alfo, with two 
others, thought worthy to he guards of the 
king’s body ; and obtained that honour which 
he hoped lor. 

2. Now in the firft year of the king’s reif n, 
D arius leafted thofe that were about him, and 
thofe horn in his houfe, with the rulers of the 
Medes, and princes of the Periians, and the to- 
parchs of India and Ethiopia, and the generals 
of the armies of his hundred and twenty-f'even 
provinces : But when they had eaten and drank 
to fatiety, and abundantly, they every one de¬ 
parted to go to bed at their own houfes, and 
Darius the king went to bed ; but after he had 
refted a little part of the night, he awaked, anld 
not being able to fleep any more, he fell into 
convcrlation with the three guards of his body, 
and promifed that to him who fhould make an 
oration, about points that he fhould enquire of, 
fuch as Ihould be moft agreeable to truth, and 
to the dictates of whilom, he would grant it as 
a reward of his vidory, to put on a purple gar¬ 
ment, and to drink in cups of gold, and to 
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fiecp upon gold, and to hafe a chariot with j 
bridles of gold, and an head-tire of fine linen, ! 
and a chain of gold about his neck, and to fit 
iKSxgtp himfelf, on account of his wifdoin ; and 
fays he, he (hall be called my coufin. Now 
when he hadpromifed to give them thefe gifts, 
lu* allied the firft of them, Whether wine was 
not the ftrongeft ? The fecond, Whether kings 
v.grc not fiich ? And the third, Whether wo- j 
men were not fuch ? Or whether truth was not 
rather the firongelt of all ? When he had pro- 
p f_d u they Ihould make their enquiries a- 
bout thefe piubft....>, ne went to reft; but in 
d-e morning he font for his great men, his 
princes, and topa-chs ofPerfia and Media, and 
let himfelf down in the place where he ufed to 
give audience, and hid each of the guards of 
Ids body to declare what they thought proper 
concerning the propofed quefiions, in the hear¬ 
ing of them all. 

3. Accordingly, the firft of them began 
to fpcak of the ftrength of wine ; and de- 
monftrated it thus: When, faid he, I am to 
give my opinion of wine, O you men, I find 
that it exceeds every thing, by the following 
indications: It deceives the mind of thofe that 
drink it, and reduces that of the king to the 
fame ftate with that of the orphan, and he who 
ftands in need of a tutor; and erects that of the 
ilave to the boldnefs of him that is free, and 
that of the needy becomes like that of the rich 
man; for it changes and renews the fouls of 
men when it gets into them, and it quebches 
the forrow of thofe that are under calamities, 
and makes men forget the debts they owe to 
others, and makes them think themfelves to be 
of all men the richeft; it makes them talk of 
no fmall things, but of talents, and fuch other 
names as become wealthy men only; nay more, 
it makes them infenfible of their commanders, 
and of their kings, and takes away the re¬ 
membrance of their friends and companions; 
for it arms men even againft thofe that are 
dcareft to them, and makes them appear the 
greatdft ftrangers to them ; and when they are 
'become fober, and they have flept out their 
wine in the night, they arife without knowing 
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any thing they have done in thru' cups. 1 
take thole for figns cl power, and by tlam.bif- 
covvi* that wine is the fin :. --!! ar.d moil in- 

O 1 

luperable of ail things.” 

4. A:1 icon as the full had given the fore- 
mentioned demonftratiem of the ft, ength of 
wine, he left oft’; and the next to him begin 
to ipeuk about the ftrength ol a king, rind dc- 
monllrated that it was the llrongeil of all, and 
more powerful than any thing die that appears 
to have any force or wiftlom. He •began hit; 
demonftratiem after the following- manner, and 
laid, “ They are men who govern all things ; 
they force the earth and the lea to become pro¬ 
fitable to them in what they defire, and o\cr 
thefc men do kings rule, and over them they 
have authority. Now thofe who rule over 
that animal, which is of all the ftromwll and 
moft powerful, mull needs deferve to be cfleeni- 
cd inluperablc in power and force ; for exam¬ 
ple, when thefe kings command their fubje&s 
to make wars, and*undergo dangers, they arc 
hearkened to; and when they fend them againft 
their enemies, their power is lb great that they 
arc obeyed. They command men to level 
mountains, and to pull down walls and towers ; 
nay, when they are commanded to he killed, 
and to kill, they fubmit to it, that they may 
not appear to tranfgrcfs the king’s commands ; 
and when they have conquered, they bring 
what they have gained in the war to the king. 
Thole alio who arc not loldicrs, but cultivate 
the ground, and plough it, and when, after 
they have endured the labour, and all the in¬ 
conveniences of iuch works of hufbandry, they 
have reaped and gathered in their fruits, they 
bring tributes to the king. And whatfoever it 
is which the king fays or commands, it is done 
of necellity, and that without any delay, while 
he in the mean time is fatiatfcd with all forts of 
food and pleafures, and fleeps in quiet. He is 
guarded by fuch as watch, and fuch as are, as 
it were, fixed down to the place through fear ; 
for no one dares leave him, even when lie is 
afleep, nor does any one go away and take care 
of his own affairs, but he efteems this one thing 
4 X the 
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the only work of neceflity, to guard the king, 
and accordingly to this lie wholly addi&s him- 
fclf. How then can it he otherwii'e, but that 
it muft appear that the king exceeds all in 
ftrength, while fo great a multitude obeys his 
injunctions ?” 

5. Now, when this man had held his peace, 
the third of them, who was Zorobabel, began 
to inftrudt them about women, and about truth, 
who laid tints: “ Wine is ftrong, as is the king 
alfo, whom all men obey, but women are fuperi- 
or to them in power, for it was a woman that 
brought the king into the world ; and for thole 
that plant the vines, and make the wine, tliey 
are women who bear them and bring them 
up : nor indeed is there any thing which we 
do not receive from them ; for thefe women 
weave garments for us, and our houfehold af¬ 
fairs are by their means taken care of, and pre- 
ferved in.fafety ; nor can we live leparate from 
women. And when we have gotten a great 
deal- of gold, and lilvcr, a«ul any other thing 
that is of great value, and deierving regard, 
and fee a beautiful woman, we leave all thefe 
things, and with open mouth hx our eyes 
upon her countenance, and arc willing to for¬ 
sake what we have, that we may enjoy her 
beauty, and procure it to omielves. We alfo 
leave father, and mother, and the earth that 
nourifhes us, and frequently forget our deareft 
friends, for the fake of women ; nay, we are 
fo hardy as to lay down our lives with them. 
But what will chiefly make you take notice of 
the ftrength of women is this that follows : Do 
not we take pains, and endure a great deal of 
trouble, and that, both by land and fea? and 

* The reader is to note, that although the fpeeches or 
p ipcrs of thefe three of the lung’:, guard ai c much the fame 
in our third book of Eidras, chap. iii. and iv. as they are 
here in Joftphus, jet that the innoduiftion of them is en¬ 
tirely different, while in our Efdras, the whole is related 
at the contrivance of the three of the king’s guaid them- 
lelves; and even the mighty rewards an: fpoken of as 
proposed by themitives, ami the fpeeches are related to 
have been dtlivcred by themfelvcs to the king in writing, 
while all is contrary in Jofephus. 1 need not fay whofe 
a<3boutit is the moll probable, the matters tpeok for them- 
fclves; and there can be no doubt but Jofephus’s hiftory 
is here to be very much prefeyed before the other. Nor 
indeed docs it feem to me at ail unlikely, that the whole 
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when we have procured fomewhat as the fruit 
of our labours, do not we bring them to the 
womeu, as to our mill relies, and bellow them 
upon them ? Nay, I once law the king, who *:: 
lord of fo many people, fmitten on the face by 
Apame, the daughter of Rabfafes Themafnis, 
Ids concubine ; and his diadem taken away 
from him, and put upon her own head, while 
he bore it patiently; and when die f'miled he 
fmiled, and when {he was angry he was fad ; 
and according to the cl'- ■ 
flattered his wife, and • 1 - 
tion by the great humi' 
if at any time he law 1 

6 . And when the p i - , 1 . 

one upon another, he began to {peak about 
truth ; and he laid, “ I have already deinonftra¬ 
ted how powerful women are ; but both thefe 
women themfelves, and the king himfelf, arc 
weaker than truth ; for although the earth be 
large, and the heaven high, and the courfc of 
the fun fwift, yet arc all thele moved according 
to the will of God, who is true and righteous ; 
for which caufe we ought alfo to eflecm truth 
to be the rtrongeft of all things, and that what 
is unrighteous is of no force ag3inft it. More¬ 
over, all things elfe that have any ftrength are 
mortal, and Ihort lived, hut truth is a thing 
that is immortal and eternal. It affords us not 
indeed Inch a beauty as will wither away by 
time, nor fuch riches as may be taken away by 
fortune, but righteous rules and laws. It dil- 
tingiiilhes them from injuftice, and puts what 
is unrighteous to rebuke.” * 

7. So when Zorobabel had left off his dif- 

couric 

was a contrivance of king Darius's own, in order to he 
decently ami inoffenfively put in mind by Zorobabel, of 
fulfilling his old vow for the rebuilding of Jerufalem and 
the temple, and the reiteration of the worihip of the 
One 1 k u e Coil there. Nor does the full meaning of Ze- 
robnbel, when he cries out, 3 Bfd. iv. 40. BliJJed be tle 
God of Truth ; and ’here, God is true and righteous : or even 
of all the people, 3 Efd. iv. 41. Great is truth , ami migh r 
abnv all things, feem to me much different from 111 i : , 
There is but One True God, the God of Ifrael. To 
which dodrine, fuch as Cyrus, and Darius, &c. the Jen s 
great patrons, feem not to have been very averfe, though* 
the entire idolatry of their kingdoms made them generally 
conceal it, 
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courfe about truth, and the multitude had cried 
our aloud, that he had fpoken the mofl wifely, 
and that it was truth alone that had immutable 
fircngth, and fuch as never would wax old, 
the king commanded, that he fhould alk for 
lomewhat over and above what he had promif- 
cd ; for that he would give it him, becaufe of 
his witdom, and that prudence wherein he 
exceeded the reft; and thou {halt fit with me, 
laid the king, and {halt be called my coufin. 
When 1'^ r ’ ' this, Zorobabel put him in 
he had made, in cafe he 
t kingdom. Now this vow 
1 Jerufalem, and to build 
of God; as alfo to reftore 
me veilels which Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged, 
and carried to Babylon.” And this, faid he, 
is that requeit which thou now permitted: me 
to make, on account that I have been judged 
to be wife and underilanding. 

8. So the icing was plealed with what he 
had laid, and arole and killed him ; and wrote 
to the toparchs, and governors, and enjoined 
tliem to conduct Zorobabel and thole that were 
going with him to build the temple. He alfo 
lent letters to thofc rulers that were in Syria 
and Phenicia, to cut down and carry cedar-trees 
from Lebanon to Jerufalem, and to a Hill him 
in building the city. Tie alfo wrote to them, 
that all the captives who Ihould go to Judea 
fhould be free ; and he prohibited his deputies 
and governors, to lay any king’s taxes upon the 
Jews : He alfo permitted, that they fhould have 
all that land which they could, poffcfs them- 
lelves of, without tributes.. He alfo enjoined 
the Idumeans and Samaritans, and the in¬ 
habitants of Celefyria, to reflore villages which 
they had taken from the Jews ;. and that, be- 
fules all this, fifty talents Ihould be given them 
for the building of the temple.. He alfo permit¬ 
ted them to offer their appointed facrifices, and 
that whatfoever the high pried-and the priefts 
wanted, and thofc l’acred garments wherein 
they tiled to worlhip God Ihould he made at 
his*own charges ; and that the mufical infi.ru- 
ments which the Levites ufed in fmging hymns 
to. God fhould be given them. Moreover, he 
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charged them, that portions of land fhould be 
given to thofe that guarded the city, and the 
temple, as alfo a determinate film of money 
every year for their maintenance: and withal 
he lent the veffels. And all tha^Cyrust intend¬ 
ed to do before him, relating to the re duration 
of Jerufalem, Darius alfo ordained Ihould be 
done accordingly. 

9. Now when Zorobabel had obtained thefie 
grants from the king, he went out of the pa¬ 
lace, and looking up to heaven, he began to 
return thanks to God for the wil'dom he had- 
given him, and the virion- he had gained 
thereby, even in the prefence of Darius him- 
lelf; for, laid he, “I had not been thought 
worthy of thefe advantages, O Lord, unlefs 
thou hadft been favourable to me.” When 
therefore he had returned theie thanks to God 
for the preient circumfhmccs he was in, and 
had prayed to him to afford him the like favour 
for the time to come, he came to Babylon, and 
brought the good news to his countrymen of 
what grants he had procured for them from- 
the king ; who, when they heard the fame, gave- 
thanks alfo to God, that he relieved the land of 
their forefathers to them again : So they betook. 
lhcmfeTves to drinking and eating, and for {even 
days they continued feafiing, and kept a ieflival, 
for the rebuilding and reiteration of their coun¬ 
try : niter this they chufe thciniclves rulers, who 
fhould go up to Jerufalem, out of the tribes of 
their forefathers, with their wives and children, 
and cattle, who travelled to Jerufalem with joy 
and pleafure, under the conduft of thofc whom 
Darius lent along with him, and making a unite 
with longs, and pipes, and cymbals. The id! 
of the Jewifh multitude alfo bolides accompa¬ 
nied them with rejoicing. 

10. And thus did thefe men go, a certain 
and determinate number out of cveiy family, 
though I do not think it proper to recite par¬ 
ticularly the names of thofe families, that 1 may 
not take off the mind of my readers from the 
connection of the hifiorical laris, and make it 
hard for them to follow the coherence of my 
narrations; but thefum of thole tiiat went up, 

ubc ut J 



Book XT. 


304 ANTI QJJ I T I E S 

about the age of twelve years, of the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin, was four * hundred fix- 
ty-two myriads and eight thoufand ; theLevites 
were feventy-four ; the number of the women 
and children qpixed together was forty thou¬ 
fand feven hundred and forty-two ; and bo¬ 
lides thefe, there were fingers of the Levitcs 
one hundred and twenty-eight, and porters one- 
hundred and ten, and of the i'acred minifters 
three hundred and ninety-two: there were alio 
Others bcfdcs thefe, who laid they were of the 
Ifraelites, but were not able to flicw their ge¬ 
nealogies, fix-hundred and' fixty-two : Some 
there were alfo who were expelled out of the 
number in honour of the priefts, as having 
married wives whofe genealogies they could 
not produce, nor were they found in the ge¬ 
nealogies of the Lcvites and pficlls ; they were 
about five hundred and twenty-live : the mul¬ 
titude alio ol lervants followed thofe that went 
Uj) to Jerulalcm, feven thoufand three hundred 
and thirty-feven ; the iing'ng men and fnging 
women were two hundred and forty-five : the 
camels were four hundred and thirty-five ; the 
hearts ufed to the yoke were five thoufand five 
hundred and twenty-five : and the governors 
of all this multitude, thus numbered, was Zo- 
robabel, the ion of Sahuhicl, of the poftcrity 
of David, and of the tribe of Judah, and Je- 
rtnia, the ion of Joiedck tlie high priert ; and 
befules thefe, there were Mordecai and Screbe- 
us, who were diftinguiihcd from the multitude, 
and were rulers ; who alfo contributed an hun¬ 
dred pound of gold, and five thoufand of iilver. 
By this means therefore, the priefts and the Le¬ 
vitcs, and a certain part of the entire people of 
the Jews that were in Babylon, came and 
dwelt in Jerufalern, but the reft of the multi¬ 
tude returned every one to their own countries. 

* Tins ftrnnge rending in Jofephus’s prefent copies of 
4,oco,ooo indent! of 40,000, is one of the groflclt errors 
that is in them, and ought to be cor rafted from Ezra ii. 
( p 1 F/d. v. 40. ami tveh. vii. 66. wlio nil agree the gener¬ 
al fum was but about 42,360. It is alfo very plain, that 
pifephus thought, that when Eftlras afterward brought up 
• another company out of Babylon and Pcrfia, in the days of 
Xerxes, they were alfo, as well as thefe, out of the two 
tribes, and out of them only, and were in all no more than 
a fterf, and a remnant M while an immenfe number of the ten 
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C H A P. IV. 

How the ‘Temple was built , while the Cuthcu- 
endeavoured in vain to objlrucl the l ! 

§ 1. \ " r OW in the feventh mot 
were departed out ofB 
Jefhua the high priert, and Zorob. 
vefnor, font meffengers every way rot .out; 
and gathered thofe that were in the country 
together to Jerufalern univerfaily, who came 
very gladly thither. He then built the altar 
on the fame place it had formerly been b.ulg 
tint they might offer the aj.^uuned faenfices 
upon it to God, according to the laws of Moles. 
But while they did this, they did not plcafe the 
neighbouring nations, who all of them hear air 
ill-will to them. They alfo celebrated the leaft 
of tabernacles at that time, as the legiflator had 
ordained concerning it; and after they offered 
lacriiices, and what were called the daily facrili- 
ces, and the oblations proper for the fabl>aths,and 
for all the holy fcftivals. Thofe alfo that had 
made vows performed them, and offered their 
lacriiices from the firft day of the feventh 
month. They alfo began to build the temple, 
and gave a great deal of money to the mafons, 
and to the carpenters, and what was neceffary for 
the maintenance of the workmen. The Sido- 
nians alfo were very willing and ready to bring 
the cedar-trees from Libanus, to bind them to¬ 
gether, and to make an united float of them, 
and to bring them to the port of Joppa; for 
that was what Cyrus had commanded at firft, 
and what was now done at the command of 
Darius. 

2. In the fecond year of their coming to Je- 
rufalem, as the Jews were there, in the fecond 
month, the building of the temple went on 

apace: 

tribes never returned, but as he believed, continued then 
beyond Euphrates, chap. v. § 2, 3. Of which multitude 
of Jews beyond Euphrates he fpcaks frequently elfewhere, 
though, by the way, he never takes them to be idolaters, 
but looks on them Hill as obfervers of the laws of Mofes. 
The certain part of the people that now came up from Ba¬ 
bylon, at the etui of this chapter, imply the fame fmallcr 
ntimber of Jews that now came up, and will no way 
agree with the 4,000,000. 
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apace; and when they had laid its foundations, on 
the firft day of the fecond month of that fecond 
vear, they fet, as overfeers of the work, fuch 
Levites as were full twenty years old; and Je- 
fhua, and his fons, and brethren, and Gadmiel, 
the brother of Judas, the fon of Aminadab, with 
his foil**; and the temple, by the great dili¬ 
gence of thofe that had the care of it, was finifh- 
ed fooner than any one would have expedcd. 
And when the temple was finifhcd, the priefts, 
adorned with their accuftomed garments, ftood 
with their trumpets, while the Levites, and the 
fons of Afaph, ftood and fang hymns to God, 
according as David firft of all appointed them 
to blefs God. Now the priefts, and Levites, 
and the elder part of the families, recollecting 
with themfelves how much greater and more 
fumptuous the old temple had been, feeing that 
now made how much inferior it was, on ac¬ 
count of their poverty, to that which had been 
built of old, confidered with themfelves how 
much their happy ftate was funk below what 
it had been of old, as well as their temple. 
Hereupon they were difconfolate, and not able \ 
to contain their grief, and proceeded fo far as 
to lament and Ihed tears on thole accounts; 
but the people in general were contented with 
their prelent condition, and becaufe they were | 
allowed to build them a temple, they defired 
no more, and neither regarded, nor remember¬ 
ed, nor indeed at all tormented themfelves with 
the comparifon of that and the former temple, 
as if this were below their expectations; but 
the wailing of the old men, and of the priefts, 
on account of the deficiency of this temple, in 
their opinion, if compared with that which had 
been demolilhed, overcame the founds of the 
trumpets, and the rejoicing of the people. 

3. But when the Samaritans, who were ftill 
enemies to the tribes of Judafc and Benjamin, 
heard the found of the trumpets, they came 
running together, and defired .to know what 
was the occafion of this tumult ? And when 
they perceived that it was from the Jews, who 
, had'been carried captive to Babylon, and were 
rebuilding their temple, they came to Zoroba- 
bel, and to Jelhua, and to the heads of the fa- , 
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milies ; and defired that they would give them 
leave to build the temple with them, and to be 
partners ’ with them in building it; for they 
laid, “We worflfitp their God, and efpecially 
pray to him, and are defirous of their religious 
lettlcment, and this, ever frnce Slulmanefcr, 
tlie king of Affyria, tr.inlplanted us out of Cu- 
th.ih and Media, to this place.” When they 
laid thus, Zorobabcl, and Jefiiu.i the high prieft, 
and the heads of the families of the Ifraelites, 
replied to them, That “ it was impolfible for 
them to permit them to be their partners, whilft 
they [only] had been appointed to build that 
temple at firft by Cyrus, and now by Darius, 
although it was indeed lawful for them to come 
and worfhip there if they pleafed; and that 
they could allow them nothing but that in 
common with them, which was common to 
them with all other men, to come to their tem¬ 
ple and worflhip God there.” 

4. When the Cuthcans heard this, for the 
Samaritans have that appellation, they had in¬ 
dignation at it, and petl'uadcd the nations of 
Syria to defire of the governors, in the fame 
manner as they had done formerly in the days of 
Cyrus, and again in the days of Cambyfes af¬ 
terwards, to put a ftop to the building of the 
temple, and to endeavour to delay and pro- 
trad the Jews in their zeal about it. Now at 
this time Silinncs, the governor of Syria and 
Phenida, and Sathrahuzanes, with certain o- 
thers, came up to Jerul'alem, and alkcd the ru¬ 
lers of the Jews, “ By whofe grant it was that 
they built the temple in this manner, fince it 
was more like to a citadel than a temple ? and 
for what reafon it was that they built cloifters 
and walls, and thofe ftrong ones too, about the 
city?” To which Zorobabcl, and Jelhua the 
high prieft, replied, That “ they were the Ibr- 
vants of God Almighty : that this temple was 
build for him by a king of theirs, that Jived in 
great profperity, and one that exceeded all men 
in virtue, and that it continued a long time; 
but that, becaufe of their fathers impiety to¬ 
wards pod, Nehuchadnezzar, king of the Ba¬ 
bylonian® and of the Chaldeans, took their city 
4 Y by 
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by force, and deftroycd it, and pillaged the 
temple, and burnt it down, and transplanted 
the people whom he had made captives, and re¬ 
moved them to Babylon : that Cyrus, who, 
after him ? was king of Babylonia and Perlia, 
wrote to them to build the temple, and com¬ 
mitted the gilts, and vclfcis, and whatfoever 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried out of it, to Zo- 
robahel, and Mithridalcs the treafurcr; and 
gave order to have them carried to Jerufalem, 
and to have them rcltored to their own temple, 
when it was built ; for he had feat to them to 
have'that done ipeedily, and commanded Sana- 
balfar to go up to Jerufalem, and to take care 
of the building of the temple, who upon receiv¬ 
ing that epiftle from Cyrus came, and immedi¬ 
ately laid its foundations : and although it hath 
been in building from that time to this, it hath 
not yet been fmidled, by reafon of the malignity 
of our enemies. If therefore you have a mind, 
and think it proper, write this account to Da¬ 
rius, that when he hath confultcd the records of 
the kings, he may find that we have told you 
nothing that is falfe about this matter.” 

5. When Zorobabel and the high pried had 
made this anfwer, Sidrmcs, and thofe that 
were with him, did not rcfolve to hinder the 
building, until they had informed king Darius 
of all this. So they immediately wrote to him 
about thefe affairs; hut as the jews were now 
under terror, and afraid left the king fhould 
change his rdblution, as to the building of Jc- 
rufalem, and of the temple, there were two 
prophets at that time among them, Haggai 
and Zechariah, who encouraged them, and 
bid them be of good cheer, and to fufpett no 
difeouragement from the Pcrfians, for that God 
foretold this to them. So, in dependancc on 
thofe prophets, they applied thcmfelves ear- 
neflly to building, and did not intermit one 
day. 

6 . Now Darius, when the Samaritans had 
written to him, and in their epiftle had ac- 
cufed the Jews, how they fortified the city, 
and built the temple more like to a citadel than 
to a temple ; and laid, that their doings were 
not expedient for the king’s affairs; and be- 
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Ikies, they ftiewed the epiftle of Cambyfcs> 
wherein he forbad them to build the temple • 
and when Darius thereby underftood, that tk 
lxfloration of Jerufalem was not expedient for 
j his affairs, and when Ire had read the epiftle 
that was brought him from Sifinnes, and thofe 
that were with him, he gave order, that what 
| concerned thefe matters fhould be fought for 
among the royal records. Whereupon a book 
was found at Ecbatana, in the tower that was 
in Media, wherein was written as follows : 
“ Cyrus the king, in the firft year of his reign, 
commanded that the temple fhould be built in 
Jerufalem ; and the altar in height thrcefcore 
cubits, and its breadth of the fame, with three 
edifices of polifhed ft one, and one edifice of 
ftone of their own country ; and he ordained, 
that the expences of it fhould be paid cut of 
the king’s revenue. He alfo commanded, that 
the veffels which Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged 
[out of the temple] and had carried to Baby¬ 
lon, fhould be rellorcd to the people of Jerufa¬ 
lem ; and that the care of thefe things fhould 
belong to Sanahaftar, the governor and prefident 
of Syria and Phenicia, and to his aftbeiates, 
that they may not meddle with that place, but 
may permit the fervants of God, the Jews, 
ayrd their rulers, to build the temple. He alfo 
ordained, that they fhould afiift them in the 
work ; and that they fhould pay to the Jews, 
out of the> tribute of the country where they 
were governors, on account of the facrifices, 
bulls, and rams, and lambs, and kids of the 
goats, and fine flour, and oil, and wine, and 
all other things that the priefts fhould fuggeft 
to them ; and that they fhould pray for the 
prefervation of the king, and of the Perfians ; 
and that for fuch as tranfgreflfed any of thefe 
orders thus fent to them, he commanded that 
they fhould be e&ught, and hung upon a croft, 
and their fubftance confifcated to the king’s 
ufe. He alfo prayed to God againft them, 
that if any one attempted to hinder the build¬ 
ing of the temple, God. would ftrike him dead, 
and thereby reftrain his vriekedneft.” 

I 7. When Darius had found this book a- 

lUQlig 
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mong the records of Cyrus, lie wrote an anfwer j 
to Siiinnes, and his affociates, whofe contents 
jre tliefc: “ King Darius to Sifmnes the go¬ 
vernor, and to Sathrabuzanes, fendeth greet¬ 
ing : I Living found a copy of this epiftle among 
the records of Cyrus, I have fent it you ; and I 
will tftTft all things he done as it is therein writ¬ 
ten. Fare ye well.” So when Sifmnes, and 
tliole that were with him, understood the in¬ 
tention of the king, they reiblved to follow his 
directions entirely for the time to come. So 
they forwarded the l'acred works, and affiflcd 
the elder 1 ' of the Jews, and the princes of the 
ianhedrim ; and the ftrudure of the temple was 
with great diligence brought to a conclufion, 
by the prophecies of Haggai and Zachariah, 
according to God's commands, and by the. in- 
jundions of Cyrus and Darius the kings. Now 
the temple was built in feven years time: And 
in the ninth year of the reign of Darius, on the 
twenty-third day of the twelfth month, which 
is by us called ^ hi nr , but by the Macedonians 
Dyjlrus , the priefts, and Levites, and the other 
multitude of the Ifraelites, offered facrifrees, as 
the renovation of their former profperity after 
their captivity, and becaufe they had now the 
temple rebuilt, an hundred bulls, two hundred 
rams, four liundved lambs, and twelve kids of 
the goats, orcon.ling to the number of their 
tribes (for fo many are the tribes of the Ifracl- 
ites) and this 1 a it for the fins of every tribe. 
The priefts alio, and the Levites, let the porters 
at every gate, according the laws of Mofes. 
The Jews ali'o built the cloifters of the inner 
temple that were round about the temple itfclf. 

8. And as the feaft of unleavened bread was 
at hand, in the firft month, which according 
to the Macedonians is called Xanthicus , but ac¬ 
cording to us Njan , all the people ran together 
oLt of the villages to the city, and celebrated 
the feitival, having purified themfelves, with 
their wives and children, according to the law 
of their country-; and they offered the facri- 
fice which was called the P off over , on the four¬ 
teenth day of the fame month, and feafted 
feven days, and fpared for mo coft, but offered 
whole burnt-offerings to God, and performed 
* The liillory contained in this fe^lion is eniird 
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facrifices of thankfgiving, becaufe God had led 
them again to the land ot their fathers, ar.d to 
the laws thereto belonging, and had rendered 
the mind of the king of Perha favourable to 
them. So thefe men offered the laiucft facri- 

# o 

fees on theie accounts, and ufed great magni¬ 
ficence in the worlhip ot God, and dwelt in 
jeruialcm, and made ufe of a form of govern¬ 
ment that was ariftocratical, but mixed with 
an oligarchy ; for the high priefts were at the 
Lead of their affairs, until the pofterity of the 
Afamoncans fct up kingly govenunent; For be¬ 
fore their captivity, and the diffolution of tlicir 

S polity, they at firft had kingly government from 
Saul and David, for five hundred thirty-two 
years, fix months, and ten days ; but before- 
thofe kings, Inch rulers governed them as were 
called Judges and Monarchs . Under this form 
of government they continued for more than 
five hundred years, after the death of Mofes, 
and of Jofhua their commander. And this is 
the account I had to give of the Jews who had 
been carried into captivity, but were delivered 
from it in the times of Cyrus and Darius. 

9. * But the Samaritans, being evil and cn- 
vioufly difpoled to tire jews, wrought them 
many mifehiefs, by reliance on their riches, and 
by tlicir pretence that they were allied to the 
Pcrfians, on account that thence they came j 
and whalioevcr it was that they were enjoined 
to pay the Jews, by the king’s order, out of 
their tribute?, for their facrifices, they would 
not pay it. They had-alio the governors fa¬ 
vourable to them, and aflifting them for that 
purpofe ; nor did they lpare to hurt then., 
cither by themfelves, or by other?, as far as 
they were able. So the Jews determh:rd to 
fend an ambalfage to king Darius in favour 
of the people of jeruialcm, and in order to 
accufe the Samaritans. ’I lie ambafiadors were 
Zorobabel, and four others of the rulers; and 
as foon as the king knew iiom the acibaf- 
i'adors the accufations and complaints they 
brought agjinft the Samaritans, he g.oe them 
an epijftle to be carried to the gov an*.is ami 
'council--; of Samaria., The contents of wlr.-h 

(.-p'-i.ie 

f wanting in afM our copies both of Ezra sn.i . 
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c pi fib were thefe : “ King Darius to Tanganas 
and Sarnbabas, the governors of the Samaritans, 
to Sadraces and Bobelo, and the reft of their 
fellow-fervants diat are in Samaria : Zorobabel, 
Ananias; and Mordecai, the ambafl'adors of the 
jews, complain of you, that you obftru(ft them 
in the building of the temple, and do not fup- 
ply them with the expences which l command¬ 
ed you to do for the offering their facrifices. 
My will therefore is this, that upon the read¬ 
ing of this epiftle, you fupply them with what- 
foever thev want for their facrifices, and that 
out of the royal treafury, of the tributes .of Sa¬ 
maria, as the prieft fhall defire, that they may 
not leave off offering their daily facrifices, nor 
praying to God for me and the Perfians.” And 
thefe were the contents of that epiftle. 

C H A P. V. 

How Xerxes, the Son of Darius, was well dif- 
pofed to the Jews : As alfo concerning Efdras 
and Nchcmiah. 

§ i.T TPON the death pf Darius, Xerxes 
J his fon took the kingdom, who, as 
he inherited his father’s kingdom, fo did he in¬ 
herit his piety towards God, and honour of 
him ; for he did all things fuitably to his father 
relating to divine worfhip, and he was exceed¬ 
ing friendly to the Jews. Now about this 
time, a fon of Jelhua, whofe name was Joachim, 
was the high prieft. Moreover, there was now 
in Babylon a righteous man, and one that en¬ 
joyed a great reputation among the multitude: 
He was the principal prieft of the people, and 
his name was Efdras. He was very fkilful in 
the laws of Mofes, and was well acquainted 
with king Xerxes. He had determined to go 
lip to Jerufalem, and to take with him fome of 
thofe Jews that were in Babylon ; and he de¬ 
ft red that the king would give him an epiftle to 
the governors of Syria, by which they might 
know who he was. Accordingly the king 
wrote the following epiftle to thofe governors : 

Xerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the prieft, 
.and reader of the divine law, greeting : l think 
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it agreeable to that love which I bare to man¬ 
kind, to permit thofe of the Jewifh naG - 
are fo difpofed, as well as thofe of the 
and Levites, that are in our kingdom, 
together to Jerufalem. According h r , . 
given command for that purpofe , a r Get 
one that hath a mind go, according as. X hath 
teemed good to me, and to my lcvcn counfel- 
lors, and this in order to their review of the 
affairs of Judea, to fee whether they he agree¬ 
able to the law of God. Let them alfo take 
with them thofe prefents which I and my 
friends have vowed, with all that filver and 
gold that is found in the country of the Ba¬ 
bylonians, as dedicated to God, and let all this 
be carried to Jerufalem, to God, for facrifices. 
Let it alfo be lawful for thee and thy brethren 
to make as many veflels of filver and gold as 
thou pleafeft. Thou (halt alfo dedicate thofe 
holy veflels which have been given thee, and 
as many more as thou haft a mind to make, 
and fhalt take the expences out of the king’s 
treafury. I have moreover written to the trea- 
furers of Syria and Phenicia, that they take 
care of thofe affairs that Efdras the prieft and 
reader of the laws of God is lent about. And 
that God may not be at all angry with me, 
or with my children, I grant all that is nccef- 
fary for facrifices to God, according to the law, 
as far as an hundred cori of wheat. And I 
enjoin you, not to lay any treacherous impo- 
fition, or any tributes, upon their priefts or 
Levites, or facred fingers, or porters, or facred 
fervants, or feribes of the temple. And do 
thou, O Efdras, appoint judges, according to 
the wilclom [given thee] of God, and thofe 
fuch as underftand the law, that they may judge 
in all Syria and Phenicia ; and do thou inftrudt 
thofe alfo which are ignorant of it, that if any 
one of thy countrymen tranlgrefs the law of 
God, or that of the king, he may be punilhed, 
as not tranfgrefling it out of ignorance, but as 
one that knows it indeed, but boldly defpifes 
and contemns it; and fuch may be punilhed by 
death, or by paying fines. Farewel.” 

2. When Efdras had received this epiftle, 

he 
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he was very joyful,, and began to w or fliip God, 
and confefled that he had been the. caufe of 
the king’s great favour to him, and that for 

e fame rcafon he gave all the thanks to God. 
So lie read the cpiftic at Babylon tothofe Jews 
that were there, but he kept the epiftle itklf, 
and lent a copy of it to all thole of his own 
n.uion"that were in Media. And when thefe 
|ews had underftood what piety the king had 
towards God, and what kindnefs he had for 
Efdras, they were all greatly pleafed; nay, 
many of them took their effects with them, 
and came to Babylon, as very ddirous of go¬ 
ing down to Jerufalem : but then the entire 
body of the people of Ifrael remained in that 
country; wherefore there are but two tribes in 
Afu and Europe fubjecl to the Romans, while 
the ten tribes are beyond Euphrates till now, 
and are an immenfe multitude, and hot to be 
ellimated by numbers. Now there came a great 
number of priefts, and Levites, and porters, 
and facred fingers, and facred fervants, to Ef- 
dras. So he gathered thofe that were in the 
captivity together beyond Euphrates, and Ray¬ 
ed there three days, and ordained a fall for 
them, that they might make their prayers to 
God for their prefervation, that they might 
fuffer no misfortunes by the way, either from 
their enemies, or from any other ill accident; 
for Efdras had faid before-hand, that he had 
told the king, how God would preferve them, 
and fo he had not thought fit to requeft that he 
would fend hprfemen to conduct them. So 
when they had finilhed their prayers, they re¬ 
moved from Euphrates, on the twelfth day of 
the firft month of the feventh year of the reign 
of Xerxes ; and they came to Jerufalem on the 
fifth month of the fame year. Now Efdras 
prefented the facred money to the treafurers, 
who were of the family of the priefts, of iilver 
fix hundred and fifty talents, veflels of filver 
one hundred talents, veflels of gold twenty 
talents, veflels of brafs that was * more Jireci- 
^ous than gold twelve talents by weight; for 
fthefe'prefents had been made by the king, and 

• 

* Dr Hudfon takes notice here, that this kind of brafs 
or copper, or rather mixture of gold and brafs or copper, 
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his counfellors, and by all the I fro elites that 
ftayed at Babylon, bo when Efdras had de¬ 
livered thefe tilings to the pr' .Its, lie gave to 
God, as the appointed fieri ikes .if whole burnt- 
( (wrings, twelve bulb', on a count of riic com- 
inon prefervation of the [angle, non sy rams, 
a nd feventy-two lambs, iu 1! ^ '.ids of the goats, 
for the remiflion of fins. I It Jib delivered the 
king’s epiftle to the king', ofiVu's, and to the 
governors of Celefyria and I'hcmuu; and as 
they were under a ncetflily ot doing \\ hat was 
enjoined by him, they honouud our nation, 

1 and were afliftauf to them in ail their ncccf- 
fitics. 

3. Now thefe things were truly done under 
the conduit of Efdras, and he lu vceded in 
them, bccaufe God elkemed him worthy of 
the fucccfs of his conduit, cm account of his 
goodnefs and rightcoufnefs : But fume time 
afterward there came iome perfons to him, and. 
brought an acnifation againft certain of tfie 
multitude, and of the priefts and Levites, who 
had tranfgreflcd their lettlcmcnt, and diftolved 
the laws of their country, by marrying llrange 
wives, and had brought the family of the 
priefts into confufion. Thefe perfons deft red 
him to fupport the laws, left God fhculd take 
up a general anger againft them ail, and reduce 
them to a calamitous condition aeain. Here¬ 
upon he rent his garment immediately out of 
grief, and pulled off the hair of his head and 
beard, and call himfelf upon the ground, be- 
caufe this crime had reached the principal men 
among the people ; and confidering, that Jf! -he 
lhoujd enjoin them to caft out their wives'^ : and 
the children they had by them, he Ihould not 
be hearkened to, he continued lying upon the 
ground. However, all the better lort came 
running to him, who alio theinieh es wept, 
and partook of the grief he was under for what 
had been done. So Efdras rofe up from the 
ground, and ftretchcd out his hands towards 
heaven, and faid, That “ he was alhamed to 
look towards it, becaule of the fins which the 
1- 4 X people 

was called aurichnlcum, and that this was of old c (tec tried 
the moll precious of all metals. 
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people had committed, while they had caft out 
of their memories what tlicii fathers had un¬ 
dergone, on account of their wickednefs : and 
he belought Cod, who had fared a feed and a 
remnant out of the calamity and captivity they 
had been in, and had reftored them again to 
Jerufalcm, and to their own land, and had 
obliged the kings of Perfu to have compafiton 
on them, that he would alfo forgive them their 
fms they had now committed, which though 
they deferred death, yet was it agreeable to 
the mercy of God to remit even to thefe the 
punifhment due to them.” 

4. After Efdras had faid this, he left off 
praying ; and when all thofc that came to him 
with their wives and children were under la¬ 
mentation, one whole name was Jechonias , a 
principal man in Jerufalem, came to him, and 
laid, that they had finned in marrying ftrange 
wives; and he peri'uaded him to adjure them 
ail to caft thofc wives out, and the children 
born of them, and that thole fhould be punifh- 
ed who would not obey the law. So Efdras 
hearkened to this advice, and made the heads 
of the priefts, and of the Levites, and of the 
lfraelites, fwear, that they would put away 
thofc wives and children, according to the ad¬ 
vice of fechonias. And when he had received 
their oaths, he went in hafte out of the temple 
into the chamber of Johnnun, the ion of Eliafib, 
and as he had hitherto tailed nothing at all for 
grief, fo he abode there that day. And when 
proclamation was made, thtit all thole of the 
Captivity fhould gather themfelves together to 
Jaufdem, and that thole that did not meet 
there in two or three davg fhould be bnnifhed 
from the multitude, and that their fuhftance 
Should be appropriated to the 'ties of the temple, 
according to the fcutence of the ciders, thofc 
that v. ere of the tithes of Judah and Benjamin 

* This procedure of Ezra, and of,the beIt part of the 
Jt with junon, afu r their return from the Ihbylonifh cap¬ 
tivity, ot reducing thc-J'cwi(b mairiagcs, once far all, to 
the llrictnef, of the lav of Mufes, without any regard 
to tbi ‘tuatnefs of tliofe vtlio had broken it, and without 
regard to tli tt natural ade lion or companion for their hca- 
tlun wi.es, and their children by thorn, which made \i fo 
hard far Earn to correct it, dderves greedy to be obfer- 
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came together in three days, viz. on the twen¬ 
tieth day of the ninth month, which, accord¬ 
ing to the Hebrews, is called Tebetb , and 
cording to the Macedonians Apellcus. Now 
tbey were fitting in the upper room of the tc 
pie, where the elders alfo were prefent, 1 
were uneafy bccaufe of the cold, Efdns flood 
up, and accufed them, and told them they had 
finned in marrying wives that were not of their 
own nation; but that now they would do a 
thing both pleafing to God, and advantageous 
to themfelves, if they would put thofe Wives a- 
way. Accordingly they all cried out, That 
“ they would do fo. That however the mul¬ 
titude was great, and that the feafon of the 
year was winter, and that this work would re¬ 
quire more than one or two days. Let their 
rulers therefore [faid they] and thofe that have 
married ftrange wives, come hither at a pro¬ 
per time, while the ciders of every place, that 
are- in common to eftimate the number of thofe 
that have thus married, are to be there alfo.” 
Accordingly this was refolved on by them ; and 
they began the enquiry after thofe that had 
married ftrange wives, on the firft day of the 
tenth month, and continued the enquiry to the 
firft day of the next month, and found a great 
many of the pofterity of Jefhua the high prieft, 
and of the priefts, and Levites, and lfraelites, 
who had * a greater regard to the obfervation 
of the law than to their natural affedtion, and 
immediately caft out their wives, and the chil¬ 
dren which were born of them. And in order 
to appeafe God, they offered lacrifices, and flew 
rams, as oblations to him ; but it does not feein 
J to me to he neccffary to fet down the names of 
thefe men. So when Efdras had reformed 
j this fin, about the marriages of the fore-men¬ 
tioned perfons, he reduced that pradlice to pu¬ 
rity 

ved and imitated in all attempts for reformation among 
Chriltians, the contrary conduct having ever been the bane 
of true religion, both among Jews and Chrillians, while 
political views, or human pnilions, or prudential motive , 
are luflbred to take place instead of -he divine'laws, ami 
fo the hletfmg of God is forfeited, and the church ilill 
tullned to continue corrupt from one generation td an¬ 
other. ijec chap. viii. j 2. 
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ritv, fo that it continued in that ft ate for the 
time to come. 

, Now, when they kept * the feaft of ta- 
.^acles in the feventh month, and almoft all 
oeople were come together to it, they went 
m the open part of the temple, to the gate 
whidv^ooked eaftward, and defired of Efdras, 
that the laws of Mofes might be read to them. 
Accordingly, he flood in the midft of the mul¬ 
titude, and read them: and this he did from 
morning to noon. Now, by hearing the laws 
read to them, they were inftru&ed to be right¬ 
eous men for the prefent, and for the future ; 
but as tor their pall offences, they were dif- 
plcafed at thc.nfelves, and proceeded to fhed 
tears on their account, as confidering with 
thcmfelves, that, if they had kept the law, they 
had endured none of thefc miferies which they 
had experienced. But when Efdras faw them 
in this difpofition, he bad them go home, and 
not weep; for that it was a fellival, and that 
they ought not to weep thereon; for that it 
was f not lawful fo to do. He exhorted them 
rather to proceed immediately to feafting, and 
to do what was fuitable to a fcall, and what 
was agreeable to a day of joy ; but to let their 
repentance and borrow for their former fins be 
a fecurity and a guard to them, that they fell 
no more into the like offences. So upon El- 
clras’s exhortation, they began to feaft ; and 
when they had fo done for eight days in their 
tabernacles, they departed to their own homes, 
linging hymns to God, and returning thanks 
to Efdras, for- his reformation of what corrup¬ 
tions had been introduced into their fettlement. 
So it came to pal's, that, after he had obtained j 
this reputation among the people, he died an 
old man, and was buried in a magnificent man¬ 
ner at Jerufalcm. About the liune time it hap¬ 
pened alfo, that Joachn the high prieft died ; 

* This Jwifh waft of tabernacles was imitated in ft> 
v£ral heathen Ibk-mnities, as Spanheim here obferves and 
proves. He alio farther obferves prefently, what great 
regard many ht alliens had to the momunents of their finv- 
fylter-;, as Nchemiah had here, § 6. 

f This rule of Ezra's, not to fa ft on a feftival day, is 
quoted in t he Apoftolical Confliiutions, 13. V. as obtaining 
vuong ChrilHant aha. 
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and his fon Elialib fucceeded in the high prieft- 
hood. 

6. Now there was one of thole Jews that 
had been carried captive, who was cup-hearer to 
king Xerxes; his name was NAumiiib. As 
this man was walking before Hula, the metro¬ 
polis of the Berdans, he heard feme llrangcrs, 
that were entering the city after a long journey, 
fpcakingto one another in tire Hebrew tongue; 
fo he went'to them, and afked them, whence 
they came? and when their anfwcr was, that 
they came from Judea, he began to enquire of 
them again, in what ftatc the multitude was ? 
and in what condition Jerulalem was? and 
when they replied, that they were in a j bad 
ftate, for that their walls were thrown down to 
the ground, and that the neighbouring nations 
did a great deal of mifehief to the jews, while 
in the day-time they over-ran the country, and 
pillaged it, and in the night did them mifehief, 
iufomuch, that not a few were led away cap¬ 
tive out of the country, and out of Jerufalcm 
itfelf, and that tire roads were in the day-time 
found full of dead men : Hereupon Nchemiah 
Hied tears out of comm Herat ion of the cala¬ 
mities of his countrymen ; And looking up to 
heaven, he laid,. “How long, O Lord, wilt 
thou overlook our nation, while i 1 : fullers fo 
great miferies, and while we are made the prey 
and the lpoil of all men ?” Anil while heftay- 
ed at the gate, and lamented thus, one told 
him, that the king was going to lit down to 
flipper ; fo tie made hafte, and went, as he waq 
without waffling himfelf, to minilier to the 
king in his office of cup-bearer : but as the king 
was very pleafant after fupper, and more cheer¬ 
ful than iffuaj, he call his eyes on Nchemiah, 
and feeing him look fad, he alked him, why he 
was fad ? whereupon he prayed to God, to give 

him 

b 

| This miferable condition of the Jew :, and their ca¬ 
pital, rauft have been after the death of Ezra, their for¬ 
mer governor, and before Nehemiah came with hi* coin- 
million to buikt the walk of Jemfilern : Nor b that r.t ;g 
tlifagretablc to rbe’e Liilovies in Jofephus, liner f.zr.t t amt 
on the 7tb, ami Ntbumiah not till U: - ztth of Xu :,cr at the,- 
intern! cf its y.tiv. 
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him favour, and afford him the power of per- ! temple. ,1 dcfire you, therefore, who well 
funding by his words; and hud, “ How can I, know the ill-will our neighbouring nations 
O king, appear otherwifo than thus, and not j bear 10 us, and that when they onre are made 
he in trouble, while I he u*. that the walls of j fen Able that we are in earned about huildi- ,, 
jcrufalem, the c ity w here at e the fepulehrcs of | tlwy will come upon us, and contrive many we »- 
my fathers, arc duawn down to the ground, j of obftru&ing our works ; that you will, in tin 
and that* its gates ate coni tinted by lire ; but : full place, put you trufl in God, as in him that 
do thou grant me the favour to go and build j will a Hi It us againft their hatred ; and* to inter- 
its wall, and to iiniih the building of the tem- i mit building neither night nor day : but to u) 
pie/’ Accordingly the king gave him a jig- j all diligence, and to halten on the work, now 
nal, that he fieciy granted him what he a feed ; t\ e have this efpecial opportunity for it.” When 
and told him, that he Humid carry an epiille he had faid this, he gave order, that the inlui 
to the governors, that they might pay him due fhould mcai'ure the wall, and part the work of 
honour, and alfoid him whatloevcr alliftancc it among the people, according to their villages 
lie v> anted, and as he plejied. “ Leave off thy and cities, as every one’s ability fhould Japura, 
follow then, laid tin: king, and be cheerful in And when he had added this promife, that 1 e 
the performance of thy oiliec hereafter.” So himfelf, with his fervants, would aflill them, lie 
Nehemiah wordiippedGod ; and gave the king diflblvcd the aflembly. So the jews piepaud 
thanks for IT promife, and cleated up Ids lad for the work : That is the name they me called 
and cloudy countenance, by the plcalure he by from the day that they came up iiotn Baby- 
had front the idii'A promills. Accordingly Ion, which is taken front the tribe of Judah, 
the king calk d lor him the next day, and gave which came lull to thefe places, and thence 
him anppiftlc to be c irried to Aden,;, the gover- both they and the country gained that appella¬ 
tor of Syria, andPhenicia, and Samaria ; where- tion. 

in he Pent to him, to pay due honour to Nche- 8. But now when the Ammonites, and 
miah, and to fupply him with what he wanted Moabites, and Samaritans, and all that inhabit¬ 
ed* his building. ; ed Celefyria, heard that the building went on 

7. Now, when he was come to Babylon, and j apace, they took it heinoufly, and proceeded 
had taken with him many of his countrymen, j to lay fnares for them, and to hinder their in- 
^ho voluntarily followed him, he came to Je- J tentions. They alfo flew many of the Jews, 
rufakm in the twenty and fifth year of the and fought how they might deftroy Nehemiah 
reign of Xerxes : And when lie had fhewn the , himfelf, by hiting fome of the foreigners to kill 
* epifllcs to God, he gave them to Adcus, and him. They alfo put the Jews in fear, and dif- 
to the other governors. He alfo called togc- j turbed them, and lpread abroad rumours, as if 
ther all the people to Jeiufulcm, and flood in j many nations were ready to make an expedi- 
thc mill If of the temple, and made the follow- ^ tion againft them, by which means they were 
ing ipecch to them : “ You know, O Jew.., that | harrafled, and had almoft left off the building: 
God hath kept our fathers, Abraham, and Jiaac, 1 But none of thefe things could deter Nehemiah 
and Jacob, in mind -continually; and for the , from being diligent about the woik; he only 
take of thpir rightcoufnefo hath not left off the i fet a number of men about him as a guard to 
care of you: Indeed he hath a (lifted me in j his body, and lo unweariedly perfevered there- 
gaining this authority of the king, to raife up in, and was infenfible of any trouble, out of 
our wall, and finifh what is wanting of the , Tis 

* This the wing king Xerxes’s epifUes to Coil, or laying was for a memorial, to put him in mind of the enemies, 
them open before God m the temple, is very like the laying jsu order to move that divine compaffion, and the prefent 
open ti ic e pi {lies of Sennacherib before him alfo by He- as a token of graiitude for mercies already received, as 
zekiah, 2 Kings xu. 14. Ifa. xxxvii. 14. alt ho’ this lalt Havercamp well obferves on this place. 
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his delire to perfect this work. And thus did 
he attentively, and with great forecall, take 
care of his own lafety ■; not that he feared death, 
t out of this perl'uaiion, that if he were dead, 
the walls for his citizens would never he railed. 
He alio gave orders, that the builders fhould 
keep their ranks, and have their armour on 
while Tlte y were building. Accordingly, the 
1,1 don had his l’word on, as well as he that 
brought the materials for building, fie all’o 
appointed, that their thields Ihould lie very near 
them ; and he placed trumpeters at every live 
hundred feet, and charged them, that if their 
enemies appeared they ihould give notice of it 
to the people, 'hat they might light in their 
armour, and their enemies might not fall upon 
them naked. He alfo went about the compafs 
of the city by night, being never dilcouraged, 
neither about the work itfelf, nor about his 
own diet and llecp; for he made no ufe of thole 
tilings for his pleai'ure, but out of necelhty. 
And this trouble he underwent for two years 
ami four months : for in lo lon.tr a time was 

o 

the wall built, in the twenty-eighth year of the 
reign of Xerxes, in the ninth month. Now 
when the walls were fmilhed, Nehemiah and 
the multitude offered faeriliccs to God for the 
building of them, and they continued in fealt- 
ing eight days. However, when the nations 
which dwelt in Syria heard that the building of 
the wall was iiuillied, they had indignation at 
it: But when Nehetniah law that the city was 
full of people, he exhorted the priefts and the 
Levites, that they would leave the country, 

* It may not be very improper to remirk here, with 
what an unufual accuracy Jofephus determines thefe yean, 
of Xerxes, in which the walls of Jeruialem were built, 
viz. that Nehemiah came with his comir.illion in the 
25th of Xerxes ; that the walls were two years four 
months in building-, and that-they were fmilhed on the 
28th of Xerxes, § 7, 8. It may alfo be remarked fart lieu, 
that Jofephus hardly ever mentions more than one infal¬ 
lible allrotiomical character; I mean an eclipfe of the 
moon, and this, a little before the death of Herod the 
G&cat, Antiq. i>. XVII. ch. vi. § 4. Now on thefe two 
ynronological ch nailers in great meafure depend Com ; of 
rth.e mpll important points belonging to Chiillianity, viz. 

1 the Explication of Daniel’s 70 weeks, and the duration 
of our Saviour’s mmiltry, and the time of his death, in 
correlpondence to thole 70 weeks. Sec the Supplement 
:■> the Lit. Accomp. of i’roph. p. 72. 
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and remove thcmfclvca to the city, and there 
continue ; and he built them houies at his <,wn 
cxpences : ami lie commanded tliat part of the 
people.which were*rtnploved in cultivating the 
i land, to bring the tithe:; of then- fruits to Jeni- 
l- Idem, that the pricll; and Levites, having 
j wlicrcof tliey might live perpetually, might 
not leave the divine wnrihip ; who willingly 
hearkened to the conftitulions of Nehemiah, 

■ by which means the city Jeruliilem came to he 
biller of people than it was before. 80 when 
Nehemiah had done many other excellent 
things, and things worthy of commendation, 
in a glorious manner, he came to a great age, 
and then died. He was a man of a good and 
a righteous dil'pefuion, and very ambitious to 
make his own nation happy: and he hath iefc 
the walls of Jeruialem as an eternal monument 
for himlelf. Now thi. was done in the day; 
of Xerxes. 


r. 11 a i*. vj. 

Concerning FJlla\ and Mordnai , and J Liman : 
ylnd bozv , in the Rag 11 of vh taxerxes^ the 
n'boJt: Nation oj' the. ftivs zvas in Danger of 
, perijhing. 

§ 1. j\ I F MR the death of Xerxes, the 
kingdom came to he transferred to 
his Ion Cyrus, whom the Greeks called Artax- 
crxes. When this man had obtained the go¬ 
vernment over the Perfians, the whole f nation 
5 A of 

f Since fame fceptical perfons arc willing to dilearrf 
this book of Eft her as no true hitlory ; and •• veil our 
learned and judicious Dr Wall, m hr. late pedii une us 
critical notes upon all the other fleb'cw books the Old 
To (lament, gives us time upon the C-ntude.., or upon 
Either, and (cents thereby to give up this book, as well 
as he gives up the Canticles, as iinhr.i hide : L lluil 
venture to fay, that ahnofl all the o jed: ms agai^tt this 
book of Efiber arc gone at once, if, as we cei Uinly ought 
to do, and as Dean I’rideaux has jultly dune, v.e place 
this hiltory under Art.werxes Longimuuus, as lioth both 
the Septuagint interpreten and Joicpi.u:,. The learned 
Dr Lee, in his pollhumous difiertariun on the Evond 
book of Efdras, p. 25. alfo fays, T 1 at ' h ■ truth of this 
hiltory is demonilratcd by the foil of Tuiim, kept 
up front that time to this very ray ; And tW fuipuling 

pro- 
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of the Jews, with their wives and children, were 
in danger of perifhmg; the occafion whereof 
we fluid declare in a little time ; for it is proper, 
in tin* lirfl place, to explain fomewhat relating 
to this king, and how he came to marry a 
fewiih wile, who was herfclf of the royal 
family alio, and who is related to have laved 
our nation ; for when Artaxerxes had taken 
the kingdom, and had let governors over the 
hundred twenty and Seven provinces, from In¬ 
dia even unto Ethiopia, in the third year of Lis 
reign, he made a coldly feall for his friends, and 
for the nations of l’erlia, and for their govern¬ 
ors, Inch an one as was proper for a king to 
make, when he had a mind to make a public 
dcmonflration of his riches, and this for an 
hundred and lourfcore Jays ; after which., he 
made a feall for other nations, and lor their 
amballadors, atShulhan, for leven days. Now 
this feall was ordcivd alter the manner follow¬ 
ing: lie caulcd a tent to be pitched, which 
was liipported by pillars of gold and hlver, 
with curtains of linen and purple fpread over 
them, that it might afford room for many ten 
thouiands to lit down. The cups with which 
the waiters minillred were of gold, and adorn¬ 
ed with precious Hones, lor pleafure and for 
light. He alio gave order to the fervents, that 
they Ihould not force them to drink, by bring¬ 
ing them wine continually, as is ihe practice 
of the Feiiians, but to permit every one of the 
g’.iehs lo enjoy tin unhives according loins own 
inclination. Moi cover, he lent mellcngers ! 
through the country, and gave order that they | 

p r 'o\ admit: 1 1 vi-v<.tution in favour of .1 c.iptivc pc >•'!•', > here¬ 
by c':i(i.thtly t niut’iemurah .!, ti.iiu’eth even iij.roi . firmer 
haf.-i than t!).u tli-’ie cv i Mas Inch a roan . ! Inc tiro 1 
.'liefer [the vtve.uj in the world, of whole t\ ! m then; is 
.e> l(K.li abidine tmmmnem at the <1,1/ to be iouitil arty 

or any oth r 01 the tarred hi Rories, (•;: i it a very e.ity 

.nattc io 1-. eon* it* tin delete u account r. u Rich wore uiven ■ 

r> , 

'ey 1 .• 0 , M -1 ■ t;. *..t the .t;l..it!. of this bine, o to eonfmn any 
one la: i oi iii whatever with the fame tviile.m'v which is 
here ;>iun to* C pnmipal Lrc in the faned book, or 
I't’C'i to m; i*. to yii ' 1 c to* c\iltenei el f;nil a perfim, 
ol w'.iotr. i*> ran mine, are whit' d, bo! un m et.mtiiie 1 
!,/:> |tm k or !. ‘ h- ,, or l'\tii ot id,Iras (a. it i, plated iu 
oet* 1 i l ' R 1 tad .• 1. ,e'H topi, ■ ot the Vug; ho) to be tl 

ho Cl L> : : a id .. t e : bob > . . 


OF THE JEWS. &qok XL 

fnould have a remiffion of their labours, and 
fhould keep a feftival many days, on account 
cf lais kingdom. In like manner did V; 
the queen gather her guefls together, and r 
them a feall in the palace. Now the king 
ddirous to fhew her, who exceeded all < 
women in beauty, to thole that fealled with 
him, and font fome to command her to come 
to his feall. But Ihe, out of regard to tIn¬ 
laws of the Perfians, which v forbid the wives 
to he fecn by llrangers, did not go to the king • 
and though lie oftentimes lent the eunuchs te¬ 
ller, Ihe did neverthdefs Hay away, and refilled 
to come, till the king was lo much irritated, 
that he brake up the entertainment, and rofe 
up, and called for thofe leven who had the in¬ 
terpretation of the laws committed to them, 
and accufcd his wife, and laid, that he had been 
affronted by her, bccaulc, when die was fre¬ 
quently called by him to his feaft, Ihe did not 
obey him once. EIc therefore gave order, that 
they fhould inform him what could be done by 
the law againfl her. So one of them, whole 
name was Memucan , faid, That “ this affront 
was offered, not to him alone, but to all the 
Perfians, who were in danger of leading their 
lives very ill with their wives, if they nuifl he 
thus deipiled by them ; for that none of then 
wives would have any reverence for their 
hufbands, if they had inch an example of ar¬ 
rogance in the queen towards thee, who ndeff 
over all.” Accordingly, he exhorted him to 
punilh her, who had been guilty of fo great an 

affront 

* If the Chaldee Paraphraft be in the right, thr.t Ar- 
faxefxt s intended to thevv Vafhti to his guciis naked, it is 
no wonder at all that the would not fubmit to fuelt an in ■ 
dignity ■, hut Hill if it were not fo gulls as that, vet mirht 
it, in ti e kings cups, be done in a way fo indecent, at)* 

common i.-.Vs of modeily. And th.,t the kinj; had fome 
iueh dt lipn teems not improbable ; for otherwiie, the prin ¬ 
cipal of theft royal pud V could be no llraitgers to the queen, 
not tin tppiited ol her beauty, fo far a., dcicmy a din 1 Li yd. 

I Iowevcr, fiuee providence was now puun|| the v, ay uX, 
(hi introduction of a Jewel:, into tire king’s allrr: icy ., in 
order to ininp about one of the mod vvotidtilal delrver- 
ances In* h the Jewifli or any nation ever had, we nee.I 
not be R.’oi'cr (olieitous about the m nives In which the 
aim; iuducvd to divorce Vafhti, and marry hillhev. 
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affront to him, after a fevcrc manner ; and 
when he had io done, to publifh to the nations 
' at had been decreed about the queen. So 
relolution was, to put Vaihti away, and to 
e her dignity to another woman. 

2. But the king, having been fond of her, 
— 1 not well bear a feparation, and yet by the , 
hw he toukl not admit of a reconciliation ; l'o ! 
;>e was under trouble, as not having it in his 
power lo to do. But when his friends law him 
io uncafy, they advifed him to call tl•: memo:--, 
of lus wife, and his love for her, out of his mind, 
but to tend abroad over all the habitable earth, ; 
and to 1 carch out for comely virgins, and to 
take her whom he Ihould bell like for his wife, 
becaule his pallion for his former wife would 
be quenched by the introduction of another, j 
and the kindnefs be had for Vaihti would be 
withdrawn Irom her, and be placed on her that j 
was with him. Accordingly, be was perluaded ! 
to follow this advice, and gave order to certain ! 
perfons, to chide out of the virgins that were 
in his kingdom thole that were elleemed the j 
moll comely. So when a great number of j 
tliele virgins were gathered together, there was 
found a damfel in Babylon, both whole parents 
were dead, and ihe was brought up with her 
uncle Mordccai, lor that was her uncle’s name. 
This uncle was of the tribe of Benjamin, and 
was one of the principal perfons among the 
jews. Now it proved that this dainicl, whole 
name was 1 '.fiber , was the moll beautiful of all 
the reft, and that the grace of her countenance 
drew the eges of the Ipetlators princ ipally up¬ 
on her : So ihe was committed to one of the 
eunuchs, to take the e-arc of her ; aru! lire was ; 
very exactly provided with Iwect odours, m j 
great plenty, and with todly ointments, Inch 
as her bod v required to be anointed withal ; and 
this was tiled for fix months by the virgins, who 
were in number four hundred. And when the 
eunuch thought the virgins had been fullicient- 
ivf purified, in the fore-mentioned time, and 

jAvere iltnv lit to go to the king's bed, he lent ; 

I ••Horoilottin llvn-j, that dm !.vw [ar/int! any one’, i am 
er; iiiic-illei! io tin.’ kio.'s of Peifi.i whin they ware fitrhi < ; 
on their tlunu- } w.t . to il eii.a ted by IV luces [/. by inoi j 
who iiiit ftii.'nl. 1 -v :i; v Vo!.- n m> ’’m t-'a *>1 ua ■ 


one to be with the king every day. So when 
he bad accompanied with her, he lent her back 
to the eunuch ; and when Either had come to 
him, he was pleafed with Iter, and fell in love 
> with the damfel, and married her, and made 
, her his lawful wife, and kept a wedding fcafl 
for her on the twelfth month of the feventh 
! year of his reign, which was called Adar. He. 

alio lent iimuir/, as they are called, or mef- 
1 lengers, unto every nation, and gave orders 
that they fnould keep a fcafl for liis marriage, 
while he lhmfelf treated the I’erlians, and the 
Modes, and the principal men of the nations* 
for a whole month, on account of this his mar¬ 
riage. Accordingly, Elfhcr came to his royal 
palace, and he let a diadem on her head : And 
thus was Ellher married, without making 
known to the king what nation Ihe was derived 
from. Her uncle alfo removed irom Babylon 
to Shulhan, ami dwelt there, being every day 
about the palace, and enquiring how the damfel 
did ; for he loved her as though Ihe laid been 
his own daughter. 

3. Now the king had made ' a law, that 
none of his own people ihould approach him, 
unlcls Ice were called, when he fat upon hia 
throne ; and men, with axes in their hands. 

i Hood round about his throne, in older to pun- 
ilh fucli as approached to him without being 
called. However, the king fat with a golden 
leepter in Ins hand, which tie held out when 
! lie had a mind to lave any one of thole that 
approached to him without being called r and 
he who touched it was free Bum danger. But 
of this matter we have di vourled luilicicntiv, 

4. SoMli time after this [two eunuchs] Big* 
than and Tercfh plotted again!! the king : and 
Barnabazus, the lervanl of one ot the •.•.mucks, 
being by birth a Jew, was acquainted with their 
conipiracy, and difeovered it to the queen’s 
uncle; and Monieoii by the means of Either, 
made the comparators known to the king. 

| THE troubled the king; but ho d'lcow red 1 c 
| :,e>n, 

Aflyriins, am! bid’ll n-t! 1- -r< •' , :yr ' 1 m,'. 
silo, fays Sp-.ml.aim, i : ' a ’.n.N, \ . . a 

I ha- th'ftnc ot i\ l.ll‘ . <•'!•• SKl-a 
! 1 ■.v than In- j mai’ ; ■ 


f. L -i . 
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truth, and hanged the eunuchs upon a crofs ; ! 
while at that time tie gave no reward to Mor- : 
-decui, who had been the occalton of his pre- j 
fervation. He only bid theferibes to let down j 
his name in the records, and bid him day in the 
palace, as-an intimate friend of the king. 

5. Now there was one Haman, the fon of 
Amedatha, by birth an Amalekite, that ufed 
.to go in to the king; and the foreigners and 
.Perlians worfliipped him, as Artaxerxes had 
commanded, that Inch honour fhould he paid 
to him ; but Mordecai was fo wife, and io ob- 
terVant of his own country’s laws, that he would 
not * worfhip the man. When Haman ob- 
ferved this, he enquired whence he came ? 
.and when he underltood that he was a Jew, 
he had indignation at him, and laid within 
himfelf, That “ whereas the Perfians, who were 
iree men, worthipped him ; this man, who was 
•no better than a Have, does not vouchfafe to 
.do fo.” And when lie dclired to punifh Mor- 
decai, he tb.ought it too fmall a thing to re- 
. quell of the king that he alone might be pu- 
nilhed, he rather determined to abolifh the 
whole nation ; for he was naturally an enemy' 
to the Jews, becaufe the nation of the Amalc- 
kiles, of which he was, had been deftroyed by I 
them. Accordingly, he came to the king, and j 
accufed them, faying, “ There is a certain | 
wicked nation, and it i:; difperfed over all the 
habitable earth that was under his dominion ; ' 
a nation feparate from others, unfociable, nci- i 
ther-admitting the fame fort of divine worfhip i 
that others do, nor uiing laws like to the laws of j 
others ; at enmity with thy people, and with all 
men, both in their manners and practices. 
Now if thou wilt be a benefactor to thy fub- 
jeds, thou wilt give order to deitroy them ut¬ 
terly, and not leave the leafl remains of them, 
nor prelerve any of them, either for flaves, or 
for captives.” But that the king might not be 
damnified by the lot’s of the tributes which the 

'* Whether this adoration required of Mordecai to Ha¬ 
inan were by him deemed too like the adoration due only 
to Cod, as Jcfe.phus litems here to think, as well as the 
Septuajiut interpreters alfo, by their tranflation of Efl.fi. 
xui. 12, it, i.]. or whether he thought ho ought to 


Jews paid him, Haman propofed to give himi 
out of his own eftate, forty thoufand talents 
whenfoever he pleafed ; and he faid, he would 
pay this money very willingly, that the king¬ 
dom might be freed from luch a misfortune. 

6. When Haman had made this petition, 
the king both forgave him the money, and 
granted him the men, to do what he would 
with them. So Haman, having gained why 
he delired, lent out immediately a decree, as 
from the king, to all nations; the contents 
whereof were thele : “Artaxerxes the great 
king, to the rulers of the hundred twenty and 
feveti provinces, from India to Ethiopia, fends 
this writing: Whereas I have governed many 
nations, and obtained the dominion of all the 
habitable earth, according to my delire, and 
have not been obliged to do any thing that is 
infolent or.cruel to my iiibjedts by Inch my 
power, but have Ihewn myfelf mild and gen¬ 
tle, by taking care of their peace and good or¬ 
der, and have fought how they might enjoy 
thole bleflmgs for all time to come: And 
whereas I have been kindly informed by Ha¬ 
man, who, on account of his prudence, and 
jultice, is the iirft in my efteem, and in digni¬ 
ty, and only fecond to myfelf, for his fidelity 
and conftant good-wiil to me, that there is an 
.ill-natured nation intermixt with all mankind, 
that is averle to our laws, and not fubjedt to 
kings, and of a different conduct of life from 
others; that hateth monarchy, and of a dilpo- 
fition that is pernicious to our affairs: I give 
order that all thele men, of whom Haman, 
our lecond father, hath informed us, be de¬ 
ftroyed, with their wives and children, and that 
none of them be fpared, and that none prefer 
pity to them before obedience to this decree. 
And this f will to be executed on the fourteenth 
day of the twelfth month of this prelent year, 
that fo, when all that have emnity to us are de¬ 
ftroyed, 

pay no fort of adoration to an Amalekite, which natioi\ 
had been fuch meat tinners, as to have been univtrfally 
devoted to ddlruclion by Cod himfelf, Exod. xvii. 14., 
ij, 16. 2 Sam. xv. 18. or whether both caufes concurred, 
cannot now I doubt be entirely determined. 
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ftroyed, and this in one day, we may be al¬ 
lowed to lead the reft of our lives in peace here¬ 
after.” Now when this decree was brought 
a the cities, and to the country, all were rea¬ 
dy for the deftrudVion and entire abolifhment 
of the Jews againft the day before-mentioned ; 
and the^ were very hafty about it at Shufhan 
in particulai? Accordingly, the king artd Ha¬ 
inan fpent their time in feafting together with 
good cheer and wine, but the city was in dis¬ 
order. 

7. Now when Mordccai was informed of 
what was done, he rent his cloaths, and put 
on fackcloth, and fprinkled afhes upon his head, 
and went abom the city, crying out, That “ a 
nation that had been injurious to no man was 
to be deftroyed.” And he went on laying thus 
as far as to the king’s palace, and there he Hood ; 
for it was not lawful for him to go into it in 
that habit. The fame thing was done by all 
the Jews that were in the feveral cities where¬ 
in this decree was publilhed, with lamentation 
and mourning, on account of the calamities 
denounced againft them. But as foon as cer¬ 
tain perfons had told the queen, that Mordecai 
ftood before the court in a mourning habit, ftie 
was difturbed at this report, and fent out luch 
as ftrould change his garments ; but when he 
could not be induced to put off his fackcloth, 
becaufe the fad occafion that forced him to put 
it on was not yet cealed, fhe called the eunuch 
Acratheus (for he was then prefent) and fent 
him to Mordecai, in order to know of him 
what fad accident had befallen him, for which 
he was in mourning, and would not put off 
the habit he had put on, at her defire. Then 
did Mordecai inform the eunuch of the occa¬ 
fion of his mourning, and of the decree which 
was fent by the king into all the country, and of 
the promife of money whereby Haman bought 
the deftrudtion of their nation. He alfo gave 
him a copy of what was proclaimed at Shufhan, 
t^be carried to Either ; and he charged her to 
petition the king about this matter, and not to 
j think it a dilhonourable thing in her to put on 
• an humble habit, for the fafety of her nation, 
wherein flic might deprecate the ruin of the 
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Jews, who were in danger of it ; for that Ha¬ 
inan, whofc dignity was only inferior to that 
of the king, had accufed the Jews, and had irri¬ 
tated the king againft (hem. When Hie was 
informed of this, flic lent to Mordecai again, 
and told him, that fhe was not called by the 
king, and that he who goes in to him without 
being called is to he flain, unlefs when he is 
willing to lave any one he holds out his golden 
feeptre to him ; but that to whomfoever he 
does lo, although he go in without being cal¬ 
led, that peribn is lo far from being flain, that 
he obtains pardon, and is entirely prelerved. 
Now when the eunuch carried this mcHage from 
Kllher to Mordecai, he bad him alfo tell her, that 
flic mull not only provide for her own prefer- 
vation, but for the common preservation of her 
nation ; for that if fhe now neglected this op¬ 
portunity, there would certainly arife help to 
them from God I'omc other way, bur fhe and 
her father’s bottle would be deftroyed by thole 
whom flic now defpifed. But Either lent the 
very fame eunuch hack to Mordecai [to delire 
him] to go to Shuihan, and to gather the Jews 
that were there together to a congregation, to 
fall, and abftain from all forts of food on her 
account, and to [let him know that] fhe with 
her maidens would do the fame ; and then 
flic promil'cd that fhe would go to the king, 
though it were againft the law, and that if fire 
muft die for it ftie would not refufe it. 

8. Accordingly, Mordecai did as Efther 
had enjoined him, and made the people fall; 
and he befought God, together with them, 
“ Not to overlook his nation, particularly at 
this time, when it was going to be deftroyed; 
but that, as he had often before provided for 
them, and forgiven them, when they hail fin¬ 
ned; fo he would now deliver them from that 
deftrudtion which was denounced againft them ; 
for although it was not all the nation that had 
offended, yet muft they lo inglorioufly he flain ; 
and that he was lsinflcll the occahon of the 
! wrath of Haman, bccaufe, laid he, 1 did not 
worfhip him, nor could I endure to pay th.it 
honour to him which 1 ufed to pay to fhet, O 
5 B ' Lord-- 
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Lord ; for upon that his anger hath he con¬ 
trive] this preferi* mifehief againfl thofe that 
have not tninfgreffed thy laws.” 'Flic fame 
ftippiications did the multitude put up ; and in- 
treated that God would provide for their deli¬ 
verance, and free the Ifuciites, that were iu all 
the earth, from this calamity which was now 
coming upon them ; for they had it before their 
eyes, and expelled its coming. Accordingly, 
Efther made fuppliration to God after the man¬ 
ner of her country, by calling herlelf down upon 
the earth, and putting on her mourning gar¬ 
ments, and bidding faicwel to meat and drink, 
and all delicacies, for three clays time; and fhe 
intreated God to have meiey upon her, and 
make her words appear periuafiva; to the king, 
and render her countenance more beautiful than 
It wa,i before, that both by her words and beau¬ 
ty fl ie might fucceed, for the averting of the 
king’s anger, in cafe lie were at all irritated 
againfl her, and for the confolation of thole of 
her own country, now they were in the ut- 
mofl danger of perifhing ; as alfo that he would 
excite an hatred in the king againfl the ene¬ 
mies of fhe Jews, and thofe that had contri¬ 
ved their future deftrudion, if they proved to 
be contemned by him. 

q. When Either had tiled this (application 
Fir three days, live put off thofe girments, and 
xhanged her habit, and adorned lierlelf as be¬ 
came a queen, and took two' of her hand¬ 
maids with her ; the one of which fupported 
her, as flic gently leaned upon her, and the 
odicr followed after, and lift up her large train 
(which lwcpf along the ground) with the ex¬ 
tremities of her fmgei 5: And thus (be came to 
the king, having a biulhing rednefs in her coun¬ 
tenance, with a pieafant agreeablenels in her 
in’ 1 iviour, yet did fhe go in to him with fear; 
and as loon as fhe was come over againfl him, 
as he was fitting on his throne, in his royal ap¬ 
parel, which was a garment interwoven with 
gold and precious flones, which made him feem 
to her more terrible, especially when he looked 
at her fomewhat (cverely, and with a counte- 
mni'C on lire with anger, her joints failed her 
"mmcdi.itcly, out of the dread die was in, and 
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die fell down Tideways in a fwoon : but the 
king changed his mind, which happened, as I 
fuppofe, by the will of God, and was concern¬ 
ed for his wife, left her fear fhould bring 
very ill thing upon her; and he leaped 
hit. throne, and took her in his arms, an 
coveted her, by embracing her, and jpe 
comfortably to her, and exhorting"her to oe of 
good cheer, and not to fulpcFl any thing, that 
was fid on account of her coming to him v\i;h- 
out being called, bccaule that law was made 
for fubjcbls ; but that fhe, who was a queen, 
as well as he a king, might he entirely fecure: 
and as he laid this, he put the ftuptcr into her 
hand, and laid his rod upon her neck, on ac¬ 
count of the law ; and lb freed her from her 
fear. And after live had recovered herlelf by 
thefe encouragements, Ihe laid, “ My Lord, ir. 
is not eafy for me, on the hidden, to fay what 
hath happened ; for as loon as I law thee to be 
great, and comely, ami terrible, my fpirit de¬ 
parted from me, and I bad no foul left in me.” 
And while it was with difficulty, and in a low 
voice, that fhe could fay thus much, the king 
was in a great agony and diforder, and en¬ 
couraged Efther to be of good cheer, and to 
expebt better fortune, fince he was ready, if oc~ 
cafion fhould require it, to grant to her the half 
of his kingdom. Accordingly Efther deftred, 
j that he and his friend Hainan would come to 
j her to a banquet; for flic, laid fhe had prepared 
! a fupper for him. He confented to it ; and 
when they were there, as they were drinking, 
he bid Efther to “ let him know what fhe de- 
fired ; for that fhe fhould not be difappointed, 
though ftie fhoukl defire the half of his king¬ 
dom.” But file put off the difeovery of her 
petition till the next day, if he would come 
again, together with Hainan, to her banquet. 

10. Now when the king had prWnifed fo .to 
do, Hainan went away very glad, becaufe he 
alone had the honour of flipping with the king 
at Efther\s banquet, and bccaufe no one elfe 
partook of the fame honour with kings but 
himfclf: yet, when he faw Mordecai in the 
court, he was very much difplcafed ; for he 

paid 
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paid him no manner of refpe£l when he faw 
him. So he went home, and called for his 
-wife Zerefh, and his friends; and when they 
■ re come, he {hewed them what honour he 
oyed, not only from the king, but from the 
ea alio ; for as he alone had that clay flipped 
h her, together'with the king, fo was he al¬ 
io invited again for the next day ; yet, faid he, 
,-«n l not pleafed to fee Mordccai the Jew in 
the court. Hereupon, his wife Zerefh advited 
him to give order, that a gallows lhould ho 
made, fifty cubits high, and that in the mom¬ 
my he lhould all; it of the king, that Mordccai 
5night be hanged thereon. So he commended 
her advice, and gave order to his fervants to 
prepare the gallows, and to place it in the 
court, for the punilhment of Mordccai thereon, 
which was accordingly prepared. But Cod 
laughed to Corn the wicked expectations of 
Hainan ; and as he knew what the event would 
be, he was delighted at it; for that night he took 
away the king’s fleep: And as the king was 
not willing to lofe the time of his lying awake, 
but to fpend it in fomething that might he of 
advantage to his kingdom, he commanded the 
feribc to bring him the chronicles of the former 
kings, and the records of his own actions; and 
when he had brought them, and was reading 
them, one was found to have received a coun¬ 
try, on account of his excellent management on 
a certain occasion, and the name of the coun¬ 
try was fet down ; another was found to have 
had a prefent made him, on account of his 
fidelity : then the leribe came to Bigthan and 
Terelli, the eunuchs that had made a confpi- 
racy againft the king, which Mordccai had 
difeovered ; and when the feribe laid no more 
hut that, and was going on to another luftory, 
the king Plopped him, and enquired, “ Whe¬ 
ther it was not added, that Mordecai had a 
reward given him ?” and when he faid, there 
was no fuch addition, he bid him leave off; 
;*fld he enquired of thofe that were appointed 
for that purpofc, what hour of the night it 
was*? and when he was informed that it was 
already day, he gave order, that if they found 
any one of his friends already come, and fhnd- 
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ing before the court, they iliou-.d toil him. Now 
it happened that Ham an was found there ; for 
he wa.> come fooner than ordinary, to petition 
tiie king to have Mordccai put to death : And 
when the fervants faid, that I la man w.;s helm a 
the court, he hid them call him in ; and v:!v. n 
he was come in, lie faid, “ Becaufe I know that 
thou art my only fait friend, 1 delire thee to 
give me advice, how I may honour one that 
l greatly love, and that after a manner Eatable 
to my magnificence.” Now Hainan reafoned 
with himiclf, that what opinion he fhould give, 
it would be for himfelf, lined it was lie aimr 
who was beloved by the king ; lo he gave that 
advice which he thought of all other the hell ; 
For he faid, “ If thou won Id ell truly honour a 
man whom thou la yell thou dolt Ica-c, give oi - 
der that he may ride on horlehack, witli the 
lame garment on which thou weareft, and with 
a gold chain about bus neck ; and let one of thy 
intimate lricnds go before him, and proclaim 
through the whole city, that wholoever the 
king honoureth, obtaincth this mark of his 
honour.” This was the advice which Hainan 
gave, out of a luppoial that Inch reward would 
come to himiclf. Hereupon, the king was 
pleafed with the advice, and laid, “ Ho thou, 
therefore ; lor thou haft the horle, the garment, 
and the chain ; ah; for Mordecai the Jew, and 
give him thofe things, and go before his horfe, 
and proclaim accordingly ; for, laid he, thou 
art my intimate, and halt given me good ad¬ 
vice : be thou then the mmilter of what thou 
hall advifed me to. This fhall l:.e his reward 
from us, for preferring my life.” When he 
heard this order, which was entiiely unexpected, 
he was confounded in his mind, and knew 
not what to do. However, he went out, and 
and led the horfe, and took the purple gar¬ 
ment, and the golden chain for the neck, and 
finding Mordccai before the court, clothed ir 
fackcloth, he bid him put that garment off, 
and put the purple garment on: But Morde¬ 
cai, not knowing the truth of the matter, but 
thinking that it was done in mockery, laid, 
“ O thou wretch, the vilefl of all mankind. 
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doll thou thus laugh at our calamities ?” But 
when he was fatisfied that the king bellowed 
this honour upon him, for the deliverance he 
had procured him when he convided the 
eunuchs who had conipired againll him, he 
put on that purple garment which the king ah 
ways wore, and put the chain about his neck, 
and got on horfeback, and went round the city, 
while Haman went before, and proclaimed, 
“ This lhall be the reward which the king 
will bellow on every one whom he loves, and 
ellcems worthy of honour.” And when they 
had gone round the city, Mordecai went in 
to the king ; but Hainan went home, out of 
fhame, and informed his wife and friends with 
what had happened, and this with tears; who 
faid, That “ he would never be able to be 
revenged on Mordecai; for that God was with 
him.” 

11. Now while tliefe men were thus talking 
one to one another, Efther’s eunuchs haliened 
Haman away to come to 1 upper : But one of the 
eunuchs, named Sal>ucbadas y faw the gallows 
that was fixed in Haman’s houfe, and enquir¬ 
ed of one of his lervants for what purpofe they 
had prepared it ? So he knew that it was’for 
the queen’s uncle, becaufe Haman was about 
to petition the king that he might be punilhed, 
but at prefent he held his peace. Now when 
the king, with Haman, were at the banquet, 
he defired the queen to tell him what gift Ihe 
defired to obtain, and allured her, that lhe 
fhould have whatfoever Hie had a mind to. 
She then lamented the danger her people were 
in; and faid, That “lhe and her nation were 
given up to be deftroyed, and that lhe on that 
account made this her petition : That lhe would 
not have troubled him if he had only given or¬ 
der that they fhould be fold into hitter fervitude, 
for fuch a misfortune would not have been in¬ 
tolerable ; but fire defired that they might be 
delivered from fuch a deftrudtion.” And when 
the king enquired of her, who was the author 
of this mifery to them ? the then openly accu- 
fed Hainan, and convided him, that he had 
been the wicked inllrument of this, and had 
formed this plot againll them. When the king 
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was hereupon in diforder, and was gone hafti- 
ly out of the banquet into the gardens, Haman 
began to intercede with Either, and to befeech 
her to forgive him, as to what he had offend¬ 
ed ; for he perceived that he was in a very bad 
cafe. And as he had fallen upon the queen’s 
bed, and was making fupplication to her, die 
king came in, and being Hill mffre provoked 
at what he faw, “ O thou wretch, faid he, thou 
vilcft of all mankind, doll thou aim to force my 
wife ?” And when Haman was allonifhed at 
this, and not able to fpeak one word more, Sa- 
buchadas the eunuch came in, and accufed Ha¬ 
man, and faid, “ tie found a gallows at his 
I houfe prepared for Mordecai; for that the ler- 
J vant told him fo much, upon his enquiry, when 
: he was lent to him to call him to fupper.” He 
faid farther, “ That the gallows was fifty cubits 
high Which when the king heard, he de¬ 
termined that Haman fhould be punilhed af¬ 
ter no other manner than that which had been 
deviled by him againll Mordecai: fo he gave 
order immediately that he fhould be hung upon 
thole gallows, and be put to death after that 
manner. And from hence I cannot forbear to 
admire God, and to learn hence his wifdom 
and his juftice, not only in punilhing the wick- 
ednefs of Haman, hut in fo difpofing it, that 
he fhould undergo the very fame punilhment 
which he had contrived for another; as alfo, 
becaufe thereby he teaches others this lelfon, 
that what mifehiefs any one prepares againll 
another, he, without knowing of it, firft con¬ 
trives againll himfelf. 

12. Wherefore Haman, who had immo 
clerately abufed the honour he had from the 
king, was deftroyed after this manner ; and the 
king granted his eftate to the queen. Ele alfo cal¬ 
led for Mordecai (for Either had informed him 
that flic was a-kin to him), and gave that iiqg 
to Mordecai which he had before given to Ha¬ 
man. The queen alfo gave Haman’s eftate to 
Mordecai; and prayed the king to deliver tfie 
nation of the Jews from the fear ol death, and 
{hewed him what had been written over ah the 
country by Elaman, the fon of Ammedaiha; 
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for that if her country wpre deftroyed, and 
her countrymen were to pcrifh, Ihe could not 
bear to live herfelf any longer. So the king 
promifetl her, that he would not do any thing 
that Ihould be difagreeable to her, nor con¬ 
tradict what Ihe delired; but he bid her write 
what fhe pleafed about the Jew's, in the king’s 
name, amcMeal it with his feal,and fend it to 
{ill his kingdom ; for that thole who read cpil- 
tles, whole authority is lecured by having the 
king’s feal to them, would no way contradict 
what was written therein. So he command¬ 
ed the king’s feribes to be fent for, and to 
write to the nations, on the Jews behalf, and 
to his lieutenants, and governors, that were 
over his hundred twenty and feven provinces, 
from India to Ethiopia. Now the contents of 
this cpillle were thefe : “ * The great king Ar- 
taxerxes to our rulers, and thofe that are our 
faithful fubjects, fendeth greeting : Many men 
there are, who, on account of the greatnefs ol 
the benefits bellowed on them, and becaufe of 
the honour which they have obtained trom the 
wonderful kind treatment of thofe that bellow¬ 
ed it, arc not only injurious to their inferiors, 
but do not lcruple to do evil to thofe that have 
been their benefactors, as if they would take 
away gratitude from among men ; and by their 
inlblent abufc of fuch benefits as they never 
expected, they turn the abundance they have 
againft thofe that are the authors of it, and 
fuppofc they (hall lie concealed from God in 
that cafe, and avoid that vengeance which 
comes from him. Some of thefe men, when 
they have had the management of affairs commit- 

* The true reafon why king Artaxerxes did not here 
properly revoke his former barbarous decree for the uni- 
vcrfal fl.iughtcr of the jews, but only empowered and en¬ 
couraged the Jews to fight for their lives, and to kill their 
enemies if tl«£y attempted their deftrudion, fee ms to have 
been that old law of the Medea and Perfians, not yet laid 
afide, tluU whatever decree was figned both by the king 
and^riTWrds, could net be changed, but remained untilter- 
.‘Jfe, Dan. vi. 7, 8, 9, 12, 15, 17. Efth. i. 19. viii. 8. 
And Hainan having engrofled the royal favour, might per- 
hapsfhave himfclf figned this decree for the Jews daughter, 
in tread of the ancient lords, and fo might have rendered 
it by their rules irrevocable. 

f Thefe words, given in imitation, as if Artnxcrxes fuf- 
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ted to them by their friends, and 1 caring private 

malice of their own auait-.ft feme others, bv de- 
• 1 •* * 
cciving thole that have the {-.ower, pcifuade 

them to be. angry at ilrh a;, have clone tlicm 
no harm, till they are in danger of perilhing; 
and this by lying; aceulations ami calumnies : 
Nor is this hate of things to be difeovered by 
ancient examples, or fuch as we have learned 
by report only, hut by i’ome examples of fuch 
impudent attempts under our own ryes; lb 
that it is not lit to attend any longer to calum¬ 
nies and aceulations, nor to the perfuaiions of 
others;* but to determine what any one knows 
of himfelf to have been really done, and to pun- 
ilh what jullly delerves it, and to grant fa¬ 
vours to fuch as arc innocent. This hath been 
the cafe of Hainan, the fon of Ammedatha, by 
birth an Amalekite, and alien from tlte blood (,f 
the Perfians, who, when he was hofpitahly en¬ 
tertained by us, and partook of that kindnefs 
which we bear to all men, to fo great a degree 
as to he called my father, and to he ail along 
worshipped, and to have honour paid him by 
all in the fecoml rank after the royal honour 
due to ourfelves, he could not hear his good 
fortune, nor govern the magnitude of his prof- 
perity with found reafon ; nay, he made a con- 
lpiracy againft me, and my life, who gave him 
his authority, by endeavouring to take away 
Mordecai, my benefactor and my faviour, and 
by bafely and treacheroully requiring to have 
Either, the partner of my life, and of my do¬ 
minion, brought to deOruetion ; for he contri¬ 
ved by this means to j' deprive me of my faith- 

5 G ful 

pe£ted a deeper defign in Human than openly appeared, 
viz. that knowing the Jews Mould be faithlul to him, and 
that Ire could never tiarnfcr the crown to his own family, 
who was an Agagitc, Efth. iii. ), 10. or of the polterity 
ofAgag, the old king of die Amalekite;., t Sant. xv. 1?, 32, 
33. while they were alive, arid fpre.td over all his domin¬ 
ions, he therefore end uvoured to dcilroy tlum. Nor is it 
to me improbable, that thofe 75,800 of the Jews enemies, 
which were form ddtroyed by the Jews, on die permiilK n 
of the king, which limit be on fotne great oceafion, wen- 
Anialekites, their old and hereditary •■nemies, Exod. see. 
1.4, 15. and that thereby was fulfilled Balaam’s prophet y, 
Amalck •was the fir ft of the nations, but his latter end flndl l", 
that heperifj fir ever, Numb. xxiv. 20. 
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ful friends, and transfer the tlie government to 
others: But fmce I perceived that theie Jews, 
that were by this pernicious fellow devoted to 
deftru&ion, were not wicked men, hut con- 
duffed their lives after the heft manner, and 
were men.dedicated to the worfhip of that God 
who hath preserved the kingdom -to me and 
my anceftors, I do not only free them from 
the punifhment which the former epiftle, which 
was lent by Hainan, ordered to he inilided 
on them (to which, if you refute obedience, 
you fhall do well); but 1 will, that they have 
all honour paid them. Accordingly, 1 have 
hanged up the man that contrived l'ueh things 
againft them, with his family, before the gates 
of Shuftnn ; that punifhment being lent upon 
him by God, who feeth all things. And I 
give you in charge, that you publicly propofc 
a copy of this epiftle through all my king¬ 
dom, that the Jews may be permitted peace¬ 
ably to ufe their own laws, and that you af- 
fift -them, that at the fame feafon whereto 
their miferable eftate did belong, they may 
defend themfclvcs the very fame day from un¬ 
juft violence, the thirteenth day of the twe’fth 
month, which is Adar; for God hath made 
that day a day of falvation, inftead of a day of 
deftrudion to them ; and may it be a good day 
to thofe that wifh us well, and a memorial of 
the punifhment of the confpirators againft us! 
And 1 will that you take notice, that every city, 
and every nation, that ihall difohey any thing 
that is contained in this epiftle, fhall be deftroy- 
cd by ft re and fword. However, let this epif¬ 
tle be publifhed through all the country that is 
under our obedience, and let all the Jews, by 
all means, be ready againft the day before- 
mentioned, that they may avenge themfelves 
upon their enemies.” 

13. Accordingly the horfemen who car¬ 
ried the epiftles proceeded on the ways which 
they were to go with fpeed: but as for Mor- 
decai, as foon as he had affirmed the royal gar¬ 
ment, and the crown of gold, and had put the 
chain about his neck, he went forth in a pub¬ 
lic procellion; and when the Jews, who were 

Sindh in, faw him in fo great honour with 
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the king, they th<Sught his good fortune was 
common to themfelves alfo, and joy, and a 
beam of falvation, cncompaffed the Jews, ooth 
thofe that were in the cities, and thofe that 
were in the countries, upon the publication of 
the king’s letters, mfomuch, that many, even 
of other nations, circumcifetj their forefkin, for 
fear of the Jews, that they might procure fafety 
to themfelves thereby ; for on the thirteenth 
day of the twelfth month, which, according to 
the Hebrews, is called Adar , hut according to 
the Macedonians Dyjirus , thofe that carried the 
king’s epiftle gave them notice, that the fame 
day wherein their danger was to have been, on 
that very day fhould they deftroy their ene¬ 
mies. But now the rulers of the provinces, 
and the tyrants, and the kings, and the fciihcs, 
had the Jews in efteem ; for the fear they were 
in of Mordecai forced them to a£t with difcrc- 
tion. Now, when the royal decree was come 
to all the country that was fubjed to the king, 
it fell out, that the Jews at Shuftian flew five 
hundred of their enemies: and when the king 
had told Efther the number of thofe that were 
flain in that city, but did not well know what 
had been done in the provinces, he afkcd her, 
whether fhe would have any thing farther done 
againft them ? for that it fhould he done ac¬ 
cordingly : Upon which fhe defired, that the 
Jews might be permitted to treat their remain¬ 
ing enemies in the fame manner the next day ; 
as alfo, that they might hang the ten foils of 
Hainan upon the gallows. So the king pre- 
mitted the Jews fo to do, as defirous not to con¬ 
tradict Efther. So they gathered themfelves 
together again, on the fourteenth day of the 
month Dyftrus, and flew about three hundred 
of their enemies, hut touched nothing of what 
riches they had. Now there were flain by the 
Jews that were in the country, and in the 
other cities, feventy-five thoufand of their ene¬ 
mies ; and thefe were flain on the thntcenth 
day of the month, and the next day they kept 
as feftival. In like manner the Jews that were 
in Shuftian gathered themfelves together, and 
fcafted on the fourteenth day, and that which 

fol- 
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^followed it j whence it is, that even rtoW all 
the Jews that are in the habitable earth keep 
diefe/days feftival, and fend portions to one 
anojiner. Mordecai alfo wrote to the Jews 
that lived in the kingdom of Avtaxerxes, to 
obferve thefe days, and celebrate them as 
feftivals, and to deliver them down to tlieir 
pofterity'^*’ ffrat this feftival might continue 
tqr all time to come, and that it might 
never be buried in oblivion ; for fince they 
were about to be deftroyed on thefe days by 
Hainan, they would do a right thing, upon 
efcaping the danger in them, and on them in- 
ilkfting puniilunents on their enemies, to ob- 
ferve thofe days, and give thanks to God on 
them : For which caule the Jews ftill keep the 
fore-mentioned days, and call them * days of 
Phrurim [or Purim\ And Mordecai became 
a great and illuftrious perfon with the king, and 
allifted him in the government of the people. 
He alfo lived with the queen ; fo that the af¬ 
fairs of the Jews were, by their means, better 
than they could ever have hoped for. And 
this was the ftate of the Jews under the reign 
of Artaxerxes. f 


CHAP. VII. 

How John' Jlew his Brother Jefus in the 'Tem¬ 
ple : and how Bagofes offered many Injuries 
to the Jews; and what Sanballat did. 

§ I.TTTHEN Eliafhib the high prieft was 
VV dead, his foil Judas fucceeded in 

* Take here part of Relaml’s note on this difp-uted paf- 
f.ige : “ Jn Jofcphus’s topics thefe Hebrew words, days of 
Purim, or Lots, as in the Greek copies of Either ix. 26, 
28, 29, 31, 32. is read days of phi trim, or days of protect’on, 
but ought to be read days of purim, as in the Hebrew ; than 
^whitli emendation, fays he, nothing is more certain.” 
And had wt/Tny aflurance that Jofephus’s copy mentioned 
the raping if lots; as our other copies do, Efth. iii. 7. I 
ihouitl agree with Reland j but as it now (lands, it 
flftBts to me by no means certain. 

. f As to this whole book of Either hi the prefent He¬ 
brew copy, it is fo very imperfect, in a cafe where the 
- '.providence of God was fo very remarkable, and the Stp- 
tuagint and-jofephus have fo much of religion, that it has 
not fo much as the name of God once in it; and it is 
hard to fay who made that epitome which the Maforit.es 
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the high priefthood : and wlicn he was dead, 
his fon John took that dignity ; on whofc ac¬ 
count it was alfo, that Bagofes, the general of 
X another Artaxerxes’ army, polluted the tem¬ 
ple, and impeded tributes on the |ews, that out 
of the public ftock, before they oftered the daily 
facriliccs, they Ihould pay for every lamb fifty 
Ihekels. Now Jefus was the brother of John, 
and was a friend of Bagofes, who had promifed 
to procure him the high priefthood. In con¬ 
fidence of whole fupport, Jefus quarrelled with. 
John in the temple, and fo provoked his bro¬ 
ther, that in his anger his brother flew him. 
Now, it was an horrible thing lor John, when 
he was high prieft, to perpetrate fo great a 
crime ; and fo much the more horrible, that 
there never was fo cruel and impious a thing 
done, neither by the Greeks, nor Barbarians. 
However, God did not neglett its punilhment; 
hut the people were on that very account en-. 
{laved, and < the temple was polluted by the 
Perfians. Now, when Bagofes, the general of 
Artaxerxes’ army, knew that John, the high 
prieft of the Jews, had llain his own brother 
Jefus in the temple, he came upon the Jews 
immediately, and began in anger to lay to 
them, “ Have you had the impudence to per¬ 
petrate a murder in your temple ?” And as he. 
was aiming to go into the temple, they forbad, 
him fo to do; but he laid to them, “ Am not 
I purer than he that was llain in the temple?” 
And when he had laid thefe words, he went 
into the temple. Accordingly, Bagofes made 

ufe 

have given us for the genuine book itdlf: No religions 
Jews could well be the authors of it, whofe education ob¬ 
liged them to have a conftain regard to God, and v> Inf few 
ever related to his-worfhip ; nor do m; know that time 
ever was fo imperfect a copy of it in the world, till alter 
the days of Barchocub, in the fecond century. 

$ Concerning tbit other Artaxerxes, c died Mrsmoi, and 
thePerfsan affliction and captivity of the Jews under him, 
occafioned by the mutder of the high pried’s brother in 
the holy houfe itfelf, fee Authent. Rec. at large, p. .10,. 
And if any wonder, why Jotephus wholly omits tlm rcr 
of the kings of Pirlia after Artaxerxes Mncnion, rifl iic 
came to their lad king Darius, who was comp: :ud by 
Alexander the Gte.it, 1 (lull give them Voiliuti. uni Dt 
Hudfon’s anfwer, though in ivy awn word.., •, v.z. t' «r. 
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life of this pretence, and punifhed the Jews 
feven years for the murder of Jefus. 

2. Now, when John had departed this life, 
his fon Jaddua fucceeded in the high pried¬ 
hood. lie had a brother, whofe name was 
Manajfeh. Now there was one Sanballat, who 
was lent by Darius, the lad king [of Perfia] in¬ 
to Samaria. He was a Cuthean by birth.; of 
which dock were the Samaritans alfo. This 
man knew that the city Jcrufalem was a fa¬ 
mous city, and that their kings had given a 
great deal of trouble to the Affyrians, and the 
people of Celefyria ; fo that lie willingly gave 
his daughter, whofe name was Nicafo , in mar¬ 
riage to Manadeh, as thinking this alliance by 
marriage would be a pledge and fecurity, that 
the nation of the Jews fhould continue their 
cood-will to him. 


C II A P. VIII. 

Concerning Sanballat , and Manajfeh , and the 
! Ttmph 1 which they built in Mount Geri'zzim : 
As alfo , bow yllcxander made his Entry into 
the City ‘Jcrufalem; and what Benefits he 

• bejlozved on the Jews . 

•) 1. \ BOUT this time it was, that Philip, 
king of Macedon, was treacherous¬ 
ly affaulted and flain at Fge;e by Paufanias, the 
ion of Cerades, who was derived from the fa¬ 
mily of the Oredoe ; and his fon Alexander 
fucceeded him in the kingdom : who, pafling 
over the the Hellespont, overcame the generals 
of Darius’s army, in a battle fought at Grani- 
eum. So he marched over Lydia, and fub- 
dued Ionia, and over-rail Caria, and fell upon 
the places of Pamphylia, as has been related 
■the where. 

2. But the elders of Jcrufalem, being very 
uneafy that the brother of Jaddua the high 

jnf-plm’. (till not do id in omitting thofe kings of Perfia, 
with whom the Jews had no concern, becaufe he was giv- 

• ig the hi I lory of the Jews,* and not of the Perfians : 
Which is a fui'icicut reafon alfo, why he entirely omits 
tne hiltrry and the book of Job, as not particularly re- 
l-uing to that nation. lie juitly therefore returns to the 
fowiih a flair.. after the death of Longiminus, without any 
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pried, though married to a foreigner, flic, 
be a partner with him in the high priedhoi 
quarrelled with him ; for they efteemco. t 
man’s marriage a dep to fuch as fhould bh.c 
firous of tranfgreding about the marriage ' 
[drange] wives, and that this would be tl 
beginning of a mutual fociety with foreigner 
although the offence of feme about marriage 
and their having married wives that were not 
of their own country, had been an occafton 
of their former captivity, and of the miferies 
they then underwent : So they commanded 
Manadeh to divorce his wife, or not to ap¬ 
proach the altar; the high pried himfelf join¬ 
ing with the people in their indignation againd 
his brother, and driving him away from the 
altar. Whereupon, Manadeh came to his father- 
in-law Sanballat, and told him, That “ although 
he loved his daughter Nicafo, yet was he not 
willing to he deprived of his facerdotal dignity 
on her account, which was the principal dig¬ 
nity in their nation, and always continued in 
the lame family.” And when Sanballat pro- 
mifed him, not only to preferve to him the 
honour of his priedhood, but to procure for 
hirp the power and dignity of an high pried, 
and would make him governor of all the places 
he himfelf now ruled, if he would keep his 
daughter for . his wife ; (he alfo told him far¬ 
ther, that he would build him a temple like to 
that at Jerufalem, upon mount Gerizzim, which 
is the high eft of all the mountains that are in 
Samaria ; and lie promifed that he would do 
this with the approbation of Darius the king) 
Manadeh was elevated with thefe promifes, 
and dayed with Sanballat, upon a fuppofal that 
he ‘fhould gain an high priedhood, as bedowed 
on him by Darius; for it happened that San¬ 
ballat was then in years. But there was now 
a great didurbance among the peojffe of Jertrl- 

* falem, 

V 

mention of Darius II. before Artaxerxes M tic in on, b^of 
Oehu;,, or Arogus, as the canon of Ptolemy names them 
fl/b i-him. Nor had lie probably mentioned this other A\- 
taxerxep, unlefis Bagoas, one of the governors and com¬ 
manders under him, had occafioned the pollution of the 
Jewifh temple, and had greatly diflreffcd the Jews upon 
that pollution. 
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falcm, becaufe many of thofe priefts and Lc- ! 
vit af> were intanglcd in fuch matches; tor they j 
all,revolted to Manafleh, and Sanballat afforded i| 
‘ hem money, and divided among-them land 
for tillage, and habitations alfo, and all this in 
order every way to gratify his foil-in-law. 

3, AAOw T this time it was that Darius heard 
how Alexander had palled over the Helleipom, 
and had beaten his lieutenantsin the battle atGra- 
nieura, and was proceeding farther : whereupon, ! 
he gathered together an army of horfe and foot, 1 
and determined that he would meet the Macedo¬ 
nians before they fhould alfault and conquer all 
Alia. So he palled over the river Euphrates, , 
and came over Taurus, the Cilician mountain; 
and at Min ol Cilicia he waited for the enemy, ' 
as ready there to give him battle : Upon which, ’ 
Sanballat was glad that Darius was come down ; i 
and told Manafleh, that he would fuddcttly , 
perform his promiles to him, and this as foon 
as ever Dai tits llioukl come back, after he had 
beaten his enemies ; for not only he, but all 
thofe that were in Alia alfo, were periu.ided, 
that the Macedonians would not lb much as 


come to a battle with the Per funs, on account 
of their multitude. But the event proved o~ 
therwife than they expedited ; for the king join¬ 
ed battle with the Macedonians, and was beat¬ 
en, and loll a great part of his army. His 
mother alfo, and his wife, and children, were 
taken captives, and be lied into 1 ’cilia. So 
Alexander came into Syria, and took Dainal - 
cus ; and when lie had obtained Sidon, he be- 
ficged Tyre, when he lent an epiitle to the 
Jewilh highprieft, “To fend him foinc auxil¬ 
iaries, and to fupply his army with provilions ; 
and that what prdents he formerly feat to Da¬ 
rius he would now fend to him, and chufe the 
■friendlhiu'-'of the Macedonians, and that he 
fhould /ever repent of lb doing.” But the 
hhgbj.pt/jll anfwercd the inefiengers, That “ he 
hfuf given his oath to Darius, not to bear arms 
againft him ; and he laid, that he would not 
trahfj,re i s them while Darius was in the land ol 
’the living.” Upon hearing this anfwcr, Al¬ 
exander was very angry; and though he de¬ 
termined not to leave Tyre, which was jutl: 


rculy to betaken, yet, as foon ;>s he had" taken 
it, he threatened that he would make an e.\- 
U'dition again It the Jewifli ingh pried, and 
through him teach all men to vis >n 1 i.hey mull 
keep their oat,hs. So when lie lgid, with 1 
good deal of pains, during the liege, taken 
Tyre, and had fettled its affair.-., lie ctmc to 
the city Gaza, and helkpyd both the city and 
him that was governor of the ganilbn, whole 
name was Babcmefes, 

4. But Sanballat thought he had now got¬ 
ten a proper opportunity to m-ke his attempt; 
lb he renounced Darius, and, (.Ting with him 
leveii thouiand of his own fibf/p., he earn.; 
to Alexander ; and finding him he,.dm uw the 
liege (if lyre, he laid to him, th m l.„. J braced 
up to him theic men, who came out of places 
under his dominion, and did pku'ly accept of 
him for his loid inllead of Dirlu-o To \\ '•e.n 
Alexander.had received him Undo,, S itJulhu 
thereupon tool: courage, and fb d.e >0 him a- 
hout his p. relent ai f '... 1 ie toh! him, . ! ,«t "■ In 

had a iou-iu-hw, fvl.maflch, who vac, \ wAber to 
the high priell jaddua , and th it there v ore ma¬ 
ny others eh Ids own nation, now vi'li him, 
that weie delirens to luve .1f. mn’.e in the fame 
places luhjeOL to him : th it it w-uf.i b<- for the 
king’., advantage to have the film; <h of the 
Jews divided into two gaits, fwhen the na¬ 
tion is of one mind, and united', upon any at¬ 
tempt for innovation, it prove oonfleibrne to 
kings, as it had ibrmoly p r o\.U 10 tlie kings 
ol Aflyria.” Wheteupon, A! jx.mder gave San¬ 
ballat leave fo to do; who v.cd the ufmoli di¬ 
ligence, and built the temple, and m me Man¬ 
afleh the priell, and dm me.! it a green reward 
that his daughter’s children ihou.hf hive that 
dignity : but when the feven pionihs ol the 
flege of Tyre were over, and die *wo months 
of the fiege of Gaza, Saohallar (bed. Nov/ 
Alexander, when he had tak m Gaza, made 
haflc to go up to Jerulaiern : and Jaddua the 
high priell', when lie heard that, war. in agony, 
and under terror, a-, not kt owing how he 
fhould meet the Macedonians, f.nce the king 
was dilpleafod at his foregoing dilbbedienct, 

5 D ^ ■ He. 
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He therefore ordained, that the people fliould 
make fupplications, and ffmukl join with him 
in offering facrificc to God, whom he befought 
to protect that nation, and to deliver them 
from the’perils that were coming upon them : 
"Whereupon, Cot! warned him in a dream, 
which came upon him after he had offered fa- 
crilice. That “ lie Humid take courage, and 
adorn the city, and open the gates ; that the 
reft thould appear in white garments, but that 
he and the prieds- fliould meet the king in the 
habits proper to their order, without the dread 
of any ill couhxjueitccs, which the providence 
of God would prevent.” Upon which, when 
lie role from his deep, he greatly rejoiced, and 
declared to ail the warning he had received 
from God. According to which dream he act¬ 
ed entirely, and lo waited for the coming of 
the king. 

p Ai\l) when he underllcod that he was 
not* far from the city, he went out in procef- 
fion, with the prieihs, and the multitude of the 
citizens. The proccfhon was venerable, and 
the manner of it different from that of other 
nations. It readied to a place called 6b/dv, 
which name tran Hated into Greek f guides a 
prof pell ; for you have th.rev a profped both 
of leruhlem and of the temple : and when the 
I’heuieums, and the Chaldeans that followed 
him, thought they ihouk! have liberty to plun- 
der die city, and torment the high pried to 
death, which the king’s diipleafurc fairly pro- 
mifed them, the very reverie of it happened ; 
for Alexander, when lie law the multitude at a 
<littance,inwhitegarmtnts,w bile the prieds iloed 
clothed with line linen, and the high pried in 
purple and feat let clothing, with his mitre on 
his head, having the golden plate whereon the 
name of Chad was cngiaved, he approached by 
hiinulf, and adored that name, and lull fain¬ 
ted the high pried. The Jews alio did all to* 
gethcr, with one voice, fslutc‘Alexander, and 
cncompafs him about: "Whereupon, the kings 
of Syria, and the red, were lurpri/ed at what 
Alexander had done, and fuppofed him disor¬ 
dered in his mind. However, Parmemo alone 
went up to him, and alked him, “ How it came 

* The place fhewn Alexander might be Dan. vii. 6 . viii. 
diftiono of Alexander's comjneftsvuul fuy~ tT -~ 
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to pafs, that when all others adored him, h 
fhould adore the high pried of the Jews.” i T 
whom he replied, “ I did not adore him,\hi 
that God who hath honoured him with h 
high priedhood ; for I law this very perfon 
a dream, in this very habit, when 1 was at 1 
os in Macedonia, who, when I waraAoTifideri 
with myfelf how 1 might obtain the dominion 
of Alia, exhorted me to make no delay, but 
boldly to pals over the fea thither; for that he 
would conduit my army, and would give me 
the dominion over the Perfians : whence it is, 
that having feen no other in that habit, and 
now feeing this perfon in it, and remembering 
that vifou, and the exhortation which 1 had 
in my dream, I believe that I bring this army 
under the divine conduit, and fhall therewith 
conquer Darius, and dedroy the power of 
the Perlians, and that all things will luecced 
according to what is in my own mind.” And 
when lie had laid this to Parmenio, and had 
given the high pried his right hand, the 
prieds ran along by him, and he came into the 
city: And when he went up into the temple, 
he offered facrifice to God, according to the 
high prieil’s dire&ion ; and magnificently treat¬ 
ed both the high pried, and the prieds. And 
when the K hook of Daniel was fhewn him, 
wherein Daniel declared that one of the Greeks 
fhould dedroy the empire of the Perfians, he 
fuppofed that himfelf was the perfon intend¬ 
ed : And as lie was- then glad, he diiiniffed 
the multitude for the prefent; hut the next 
day he called them to him, and bid them 
afk what favours they pleafed of him ; where¬ 
upon, the high pried defred, that they might 
enjoy the laws of their forefathers, and might 
pay no tribute on the feventh year. He grant¬ 
ed all they defred. And when they intreat-' 
ed him, that he would permit the Jews in 
Babylon and Media to enjoy their o-jjwj laws 
alio, he willingly promifed to do hereafter wlfat 
they defred. And when he laid to the mul¬ 
titude, that if any of th£m would lift thesn- 
felvcs in his army, on this condition, that they 
fhould continue under the laws of their fore¬ 
fathers, 

3, 3 , 20, 21, 22. :ci. 3. forae or all of them very plain pre- 
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fathers, and- live according to them, he was 
willing to take them with him, many were 
jea(y to accompany him in his wars. 

' 6 . So when Alexander had thus fettled mat* 
s ,.ters at Jerufalcm, he led his army into the 
! neighbouring cities: and when all the inha¬ 
bitants, to vvhom he came, received him with 
;yeat kindnefs, the Samaritans, who had then 
ohechem for their metropolis (a city fituate at 
mount Gerizzim, and inhabited by apoftates 
of the Jewilh nation) feeing that Alexander 
had lo greatly honoured the Jews, determined 
to piofcf t.hemfelvcs Jews; for fuch is the dif- 
pofition of the Samaritans, as we have already 
d few here declared, that when the Jews are in 
adverfity they deny that they are of kin to 
them, and then they confcfs the truth ; but 
when they perceive that fome good fortune 
hath befallen them, they immediately pretend 
to have communion with them, laying, that 
they belong to them, and derive their genealo¬ 
gy from the pofterity of Jolcph, Ephraim, and 
Manalfeh. Accordingly, they made their ad- 
drefs to the king with fplendor; and {hewed 
great alacrity in meeting him at a little diltance 
from jerufalcm. And when Alexander had 
commended them, the Shcchcmites approach¬ 
ed to him, taking with them the troops that 
Sanballat had feat him; and they defired, that 
he would come to their city, and do honour to 
their temple alfo. To whom he promilcd, 

* Here Jofeplius ufer; the very word Kojnophacia, 
eating things common, tor citing things ttncltun s a5 does ouj 
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that when he returned he would come to them. 
And when they petitioned that he would remit 
the tribute of the leventh year to them, lie-* 
cauie they did not fow thereon, he alked who 
they were that made fuch a petition ? and when 
they faid, that they were Hebrews, but had 
the name of Skknians , living at Shechem, he 
alked them again, whether they were jews ? 
and when they faid, they were not jews, “ It 
was to the Jews, faid he, that l granted that 
privilege; however, when I return, and am 
thoroughly informed by you of this matter, I 
will do what I lhall think proper.” And in 
this mariner he took leave of the Sheehernites; 
but ordered that the troops of Sanballat fhould 
follow him into Egypt, becaufe there lie defin¬ 
ed to give them lands, which he did a little 
after in Thebais, when he ordered them to 
guard that country. 

7. Now when Alexander was dead, the go¬ 
vernment was parted among his luccelfors, but 
the temple upon mount Gerizzim remained. 
And if any one were accufed by thofc ol Jeru- 
falem, of having eaten things ‘ common, or of 
having broken the Sabbath, or of any other 
crime of the like nature, lie tied away to the 
Shcchcmites, and faid, that he was accufed un- 
juftly. About this time it war. that Jaddua the 
high prielt died ; and Onias his fun took the 
high priellhood. This was the Hate of the af¬ 
fairs of the people of Jerufalcm at this time. 
New Teflameni, Aits x. 14, 15, 28. xi. S, p. Rom. x:v. 
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Containing the Interval of One Hundred and Seventy Jfeari 

[From the Death of Alexander the Great to the Death of Judas Mac¬ 
cabeus.] 


C H A P. I. 

Mow Phi any , the S.j/i if Lay us, took Jcrufalem 
and "Judea by Deceit and Treachery, and ear¬ 
ned many of the Jews thence, ytiid planted 
than in L'y ypt. 



OW win. n Alexander, kiiu r of Mace- 

7 <-T> 

don, .had put an end to the dominion 
oi the lVriians, ami had iettled the 
affairs in Judea alter the lore-mentioned man¬ 
ner, he ended his life. Pud as his govern¬ 
ment fell among many, Antigonus Obtained 
Alia, Selcucus Babylon; and of tire other na¬ 
tions which were there, l.yinnachus governed 
the Helldpont, and Callander polTdfed Mace¬ 
donia ; as did Ptolemv the Ian of Lamas lei/c 
upon Egypt. And tvTile theie princes amhiti- 
onfly Prove oncagninil another, every one for 
his own principality, it came to pals that there 
were continued wars, and thole hilling wais 
loo ; and the cities were iidlercrs, and loll a 


greet many of their inhabitants in theie times 
<■! ds!iref;, im'oinueh, that all Swig bv the 
mean-; o: Ptolemy the ten oi Tagus, underwent j 
tee reverie oi that: denomination of Saviour, 
v.uuch he then had. lie alio ici/.ed upon )e- 
ry'.aletr, and Lr that end made ufe of deceit 


and treachery ; for as he came into the city on 
a iahbath day, as if he would offer liicrih :e, he, 
without any trouble, gained the city, while the 
jews did not oppofe him, for they did not hit- 
ped him to be their enemy ; and lie gained, i; 
thus, becaufe they were iree Irom iuipicion <:! 
him, and becaufe on that day thfy were at reh 
and quietuef'; and when he had gained it, Ik. 
ruled over it in a cruel manner. Nay, A path- 
arc hides of Cnidus, who wrote the ads oi' A- 
lexauder’s fuccelfors, reproaches us with hiper- 
llition, as if wc, by it, had loll our libertc ; 
where he fays thus : “ There is a nation called, 
the nation of the Jew. f > who inhabit a city 
Prong and great, named jerululem. d’hefe 
men took no care, but El it come into the 
hands of Ptolemy, as not willing to take arms, 
and thereby they iubmitied to be under an hard 
mailer, by reafon of their unfeafonable fupci- 
| llition.” This h what Agatliarchidcs relates of 
| our nation. But when Ptolemy had taken a 
| great many captives, both irom the inountain- 
j ous parts of Judea, and from the places about 
j JenU.dc m and .Samaria, and the places near 
! mount Ceriw.im, he led them all into * Egypt, 
i and fettled them theie. And as he knew that 
I % the' 


f i ic grw number of theft jew. and Samaritans, 
dot \m ■ lo-iw.; - cj'ioj i> to rigyp;- |iy Alexander, and 
11,,v ' C so * if: ot Pann, . yy ,t afterwards, in 

r '' ' r - 1 - "'-i 1 .“a : •, v lii), a; vtg Ihall tee p relent were 
i act 11,til* mu Iti IS,dam 'phuami Itv him nude he-”, 
L W: ’ In for ior the hvWtty-two ; •.tcrprffteiSn in the 
w >ny t;.i'; Cons indct he’ ioluors o; tlut nation in i-'.gvpT; 

oi ! ff i b.hv i 1 . 1 tlftif it or Jews, and i-ge number ot their 
l;!u. mulct at A it ■ x nf r, fang afterward ; ami in the ve- 
»• ;u: > oiinr.nt.’! h t’-wen f! ■ jgv. . an i hkin.’iiranj un- 


|-cl< r I*idiameter, about the place appointed for public wor 
j blip in the taw of Mofcs, whether at the jc\W ;( h i mi pie 
oi Joruf.dem, or at the Sunni it.m temple at Ceruzim 
oi ail which our tmthoi treats hereafter. And a-, to the 
S unmans, cat tied into Egypt under the fame prince;, 
osdigei fuppoies, that tholi; who have a gieut fynagOgito 
at, Cairo, as aifo thole whom the Arabic geographer 
fj«aks of, as having lrized on an island in the Red Sea, 
ati remains of them at this very day, as the t.cies her. 
infonn us. 




Chap. II .\ 


ANTI .Q^U I T I £ S O B THE JEWS. 


the people of Jerufalem were * mod faithful in 
the opfervutions of oaths and covenants; and 
this, from the anfwer they made to Alexander, 
re : .n he lent an ambartage to them, after he 
h id beaten Darius in battle : fo lie diltribufed 
my of them into garriloas ; and at Alexan¬ 
dra i gwe them equal privileges of citizens with 
the Tvlacedom im, theinfelves ; and required of 
them to take their oaths, that they would keep 
their fidelity to the portent) of thole who com¬ 
mitted tliefe placet to their care. Nay, these 
were not a lew other Jews, who, of their own 
a word, went into Egypt, as invited by the 
goodncj-. of the foil, and by the liberality of 
Ptolemy. However, there were diforders a- 
moug their porterity, with relation to the Sama¬ 
ritan.-., on account of their refolution to preferve 
that conduit of life which was delivered to them 
by their forefathers, and they thereupon con¬ 
tended one with another ; while thole of Jcru- 
ialem laid, that their temple was holy, and re- 
i'olved to fend their facrifices thither ; but the 
Samaritans were refolved that they fliould be 
lent to mount Geriz/.im. 


C I I A P. II, 

flow Ptolemy Philadelphia procured the Laws 
of ih' yews to In Irinflated into the Greek 
foiryuc ; and fet many Captives Jree ; and 
dedicated many Gifts to God. 

§ iff Jf THEN Alexander had reigned twelve 
V V years, and after him Ptolemy Soter 
forty years, Philade'phm then took the king¬ 
dom of Egypt, and held it forty year; within 
one. He procured the flaw to be interpreted ; 
and fet free thole that were come from Jerusa¬ 
lem into Egypt, and were in llavery there, w ho 
were an hundred and twenty thoukmd. The 
oecalion iwas this : Demetrius Phaleras, who 
was hb'ttry-keeper to the king, was now cn- 

Ot the facrctlnef", or oaths among the Jews in the 
Old fl’eftament •, fee Scripture Polities, p. 54,-65. 

-f» Or the tranflatiou of the other parts of the OKI Tef- 
tament by A verify Egyptian Jews, in the the joint reitrns 
of Ptolemy the fon of Lugus, and Phiiadeiphus; as alio, 1 
of the tiuitSbtian ot the Pentateuch by ieventy-two je- j 
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dcavouring, if it were poffkhq to gather toge¬ 
ther all the books that \u»r- ’ 1 the habitable 
eaith, and buying whitb < .v is any where 
vah: title, or agu'cabie to * t .inclination 
(v. ho was very e courtly let uj t n eorinding of 
b. nk.) ; to wire!: i; chnutmo < 1 hi. Demetiivt} 
v. as zealoully lubi’ervo oil. An .1 tv hen oner Etc- 
kanv afketl him, How r. , y ten thomamhs of 
books he had collected ? Ik. 1 eg bed, Tii.it he had 
already about tweipy times ten tiu-Gand ; but 
that, in a little time, he Ihoul i have Irtlv times 
ten thouhmd. Put he laid, he had been in¬ 
formed, that there were mmv books of laws 
among the jews, worthy oi enquiring after, 
and worthy of the king's library, but which, 
hemg written in characters, and in a dialed of 
their own, will caufe no fniall p lin.--, in getting 
them trantiated into the Greek, tongue ; that 
the charadler in which they are written (cents 
to be like to that which is the pro pgr charac¬ 
ter of the Syrians ; and tli.it its found, when 
pronounced, is like theirs a ho; and tint this 
found appears to be ’'< c*ill 1 ? to themldves. 
Wherefore, he hud, tli.p not 1 mg hindewd why 
they might, not get tm '• • Ik..,’ , : 1 be t ran fra tod 
alio; for while noth’ ■w.m :■>, tint is nc- 
cef!ary for that pngr-v, •> .- c. 1 v have their 
books alfo in tills librn ,s So the iim th ‘nrahl 
that Dciih trim, w.s vet) /e ho to procure 
him atmnd mte of • ool y and th 1 •: fi: • ported 
what was exceeding \ rope* fo" feu o tlo ; and 
therefore he wrote to the few iii !' h prlertg 


that he fiouhl act 

aeco* bri' N. 



2. Now there 

was !'iu i’uldcr-. 

who 

wm 

among the king’s 

molt in.’.mate rtm 

mis, 

arid. 

on account el hi;; 

rno.klly, very act. 

o' 1 * ib’ 

'c t'» 

him. Tills Arilfi 

ws lebrtvcd irtepu: 

u-tiy, 

and 

that before now, 

to petition the kin. 

j , that he 

would- fet all the < 

captive Jews in hi> 

kingdom 

free; and.he thoueh: this to !x a 0 

ervement 

opportunity fur th 

c making that petition. 

So 




he 

ruf.dem Jevvi, in ti e 

fbvnti year of Phih 

idvdphii 

l >t « 

Alexandra, as given 

us an account of by A 

1 if. us 

, and 

thence by Philo and J. 
teus’s hiftory,—fee ilir 

il< phus, with a raid" . ; 

1 ,•! -if 

^ , ,r 

- C I IJ.-" 

Append. 11 lei. An .,.,1 

p, d 

roph. 


at large, p, 117,-152. 
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.lie ilih’oorled, in the hrft place, with the cap¬ 
tains of the hi lie’s guards, Sol 1 hi 11s of Tareu- 
tum, and Andreas ; and perfuaded tltcm to al- 
lid him in what he was going to intercede 
with the king for. Au ordingly, Arifteus embra¬ 
ced the lame opinion with thole that have been 
before-mentioned ; and went to the king, and 
made the following Ipeceli to him ; “ It is not 
lit lor ns, C) king, to oveilouk things haftily, or 
to deceive ourfclves, but to lay the truth open : 
For Imce we have determined, not only to get 
the laws of the Jews tranferibed, but interpret¬ 
ed alio, for thy iatisfaefion, by what means can 
we do this, while lb many of the jews are now 
Haves in thy kingdom? Do thou then what 
will he agreeable to thy magnanimit y, and to thy 
good nature: free them from the miferablc con- 
dition they are in, bccaufc that God, who fup- 
porteth thy kingdom, was the author of their 
laws, as I have learned by particular enquiry ; 
for both rhcle people, and we alio, word] tip the 
lame God, the framer of all things. We call 
him, and that truly, by the name of Zen A [or 
life, or Jupiter] becaufe he breathes life into 
all men. Wherefore, do them reflore thele 
men to their, own country ; and give them ; 
leave to live in it after they have left it: and 
this do to the honour of God, bccaufc thefe 
men pay a peculiarly excellent worlhip to him. 
.And know’ this farther, that though I be not 
of kin to them by birth, nor one of the fame 
country with them, yet do 1 deb re thefe fa¬ 
vours to he done them, fmcc all men are the 
workmanfhip of God ; and 1 am fcniihle that 
he is well pieaied with thofe that do good. 1 
do therefore put up this petition to thee, to do 
good to them.” 

3. When Arifteus was faying thus, the king 
looked upon him with a cheerful and joyful 
countenance, and laid, “ How many ten thou- 

* Although flii ; number 120 drachms; [<sf Alexandria, 
or 60 ]e\viili ii.eke],-.j ho here three times repeated, and 
that in ail Joteplius’s copies, Greek ami Latin ; yet,.fi:icc all 
the copies of Ariflcus, whence Joiephus took his rel.ition, 
have this furri Fryer al times, and (Til! as no more than 20 
drachma:, or icUfAvifli fit eke Is ; and fmee the. fum of the 
talents, to he lit down prefentiy, which is little above 
.gio, for fi'-nev/hat mere than ico,o ja Ifavei, and is ncar- 
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lands doll thou fuppofe there are of fuel i 
want to be made free ? To which Andre,'’ 
replied, as he Hood bye, and faid, “ 
more than ten times ten thouiand.” 
made anfwcr, “ And is this a hr 
thou afkdl, Arifteus ?” But Scb 
tell that flood bye, faid, Tlv 
offer inch a thank-offering a, / 01 

Iris greatnefs of foul, to that V j had 

given him his kingdom.” With . , anfwcr 

lie was much pieaied ; and gave order, that, 
when they paid the foldiers their wages, they 
fhoukl lay down [an * hundred and] twenty 
drachmae for every one of the flavcs. And he 
promiied to pubiifh a magnificent decree, about 
what they requefted, wliich fhoukl confirm 
what Arifteus had propofed, and cfpecially 
what God willed fhoukl be done ; whereby he 
faid, he would not only fet those free who had 
been led away captive by his father, and his 
army, but thole who were in his kingdom be¬ 
foreand thofe alfo, if any fuch tilery were* 

; who had been brought away fmcc. Anti when 
they faid, that their redemption-money would 
amount to above four hundred talents, he 
granted it. A copy of which decree I have 
determined to preferve, that the magnanimity 
of this king may he made known. Its con¬ 
tents wcre.as follows : “ Let all thofe who were 
foldiers under our father, and who, when they 
over-ran Syria and Phenicia, and laid walle 
Judea, took the Jews captives, and made them 
Haves, and brought them into our cities, and 
into this country, and then fold them ; as alio 
thofe that were in my kingdom before them 
(and if there be any that have been lately brought 
thither) be made free by thofe that poffcfs 
them ; and let them accept of [an hundred and] 
twenty drachma’ for every Have. And let the 

foldiers 

i. 

ly the fame in Jofephus art! Arifteus, does betas’free So 
vo than 120 drachma'-, anti fmee the value of a flaVl oi 
old was, at the utmoft, but 30 lhekcls, or 60 drachma 1 , 
fee Exod. xxi. 32. while in the prefent circuntflan*es of 
thefe Jewifn fiaves, and thofe fo very numerous, ' 1 ‘hi- 
laclelphps would rather redeem them at a cheaper than a* 
a c'eaiei rate,—there is great re aloft to prefer litre Ar.f- 
<cuA copies bcfoic Tofcphus's. 
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lien receive this redemption-money with 
v pay, but the reft out of the king’s treafury : 
uuppofe, that they were made captives, 
out our father's confent, and a gain ft equity • \ 
hat their country was harafted by the in- 
, _..ee of the foldiers ; and that, by removing j 

them into Kevpt, the foldiers have made a great 
profit by them. Out of regard therefore to juf- 
iice, and out of pity to thofe that have been 
tyrannized over, contrary to equity, 1 enjoin i 
•ihofe that have f’uch Jews in their fcrvice to Jet 
them at liberty, upon the receipt of the before- 
mentioned him ; and that no one ufe any de¬ 
ceit about them, but obey what is here com¬ 
manded. And I will, that they give in their 
names within three days, after the publication 
of this edict, to Inch as are appointed to ert- : 
ecute the fame, and to produce the flaves be¬ 
fore them alio; for I think it will be for the j 
advantage (ft' my affairs : And let every one i 
that will inform againft thofe that do not obey j 
this decree ; and I will, that their eftates be 1 
ronfifeated into the king’s treafury.” When j 
this decree was read to the king, it at ftrft con- j 
l,lined flic reft that is here inlerted, and omit¬ 
ted only thofe jews that had formerly been 
brought, and thofe brought afterwards, which 
had not been diftindtly mentioned : fo lie ad¬ 
ded thefe claufes out of his humanity, and with 
great generality. He alfo gave order, that the 
payment, which was likely to he done in an 
hurry, fhould he divided among the king’s 
miniiters, and among the officers of his treafu¬ 
ry. When this was over, what the king had 
decreed was quickly brought to a conclufion ; 
and this, in no more than feven days time, the 
number of the talents paid for the captives be¬ 
ing above four-hundred and fixty; and this, 
becaufe their mailers required the [hundred 
and] twenty drachma: for the children alfo; the 
king having,. in effeft, commanded, that thcle 
fhoulu bfc paid for, when lie laid in his decree, 
that they fhould. receive the foreunentioned 
fum.for every Have. 

4. Now when this had been-done after fo 
magnificent a manner, according to the king s 
inclinations, he gave order to Demetrius, to 
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give him in writing his untimenta concerning; 
the tranlcrihing of the Jewilh books ; for no 
part of the adminillralion is done ralhly by thde 
kings, but all things arc managed with great, 
circumfpcclion. On which account 1 Have lub- 
joined a cojiy of thefe ejiiflles, and let'down the 
multitude of the veffels lent as gifts [to jerufa- 
lem] and the conftrmftii’n of every one, that 
the cxadlnels of the artificers workinanfhip, 
as it appeared to thofe that liiw them, and which 
workman made every vcffel, may be made ma- 
riifeft, and this on account of the evedlency 
of the velTcls thcnifelves. Now the copy of 
the cpiflic was to this purpofe : “ Demettius to 
the great king. “When thou, O king, gav¬ 
el! me a charge concerning the collection of 
books that were wanting to fill your library, 
and concerning the care that ought to he takers 
about inch as are irnperfed, l have tiled the 
utmoft diligence about thofe mutters. And 1 
let you know, that we want the hooks of the 
Jewifli legillation, with lome others : for they 
are written in Hebrews chars diets, and being 
in the language of that nation, are to us un¬ 
known. It hath alfo happened to them, that 
they have been tranferibed more cardefsiy than 
they ought to have been, becaufe they have 
not had hitherto royal care taken about them. 
Now it is ncccflary that thou fhouldcft. have 
accurate copies of, them. And indeed this le- 
giflation is full of hidden wifdoin, and entirely 
hlamelefs, as being the legiflation of God : lop 
which caufc it is, as Ileeateus of Abdcra fayg, 
that the poets and hiftorians make no mention, 
of it, nor of’ thofe men who lead their lives 
according to. it, fmee it is an Judy law, and 
ought not to he publiJhcd by profane mou'Its. 
If then it picafe thee, O king, thou 
write to tire high prieft of the jews, to Jen- 1 
fix of the elders out of every tribe, ami thofe 
fuch.as are moft fulfill iu the laws, that by 
their means we may learn the clear and agree¬ 
ing fenfe of thefe honks ; and may obtain an 
accurate interpretation of their contenls, a:.d; ! • 
may have fueh a collodion of thefe as mav -iit, 
fuitable to thy eefirc. 

4. W::i, >; 
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4. When this epiftle was fent to the king, 
he commanded that an epiftle Ihould be drawn 
up for Eleazar, the Jewilh high prieft, con¬ 
cerning thefe matters ; and that they Ihould in¬ 
form him of the relezfc of the Jews that had 
been in flavery among u.em. He alio lent fif¬ 
ty talents of gold for the 1 iking of large bafons, 
and vials, and cups, and an immenfe quantity 
of precious hones. He !fo gave order to thole 
who had the cuftodv vx the chefts that containr 
ed thofe ftones, to give the artificers leave to 
chufe out what forts of them they pleafed. He 
withal appointed, that an hundred talents in 
.money Ihould he fent to the temple, for facri- 
fices, and for other uies. Now I will give a 
defeription of thefe veffels, and the manner of 
their conftrudion, but not till after I have fet 
down a copy of the epiftle which was written 
to Eleazar the high prieft, who had obtained 
that dignity on the oecafion following : When 
Onias the high prieft was dead, his foil Simon 
became his fuccelfor. He was called * Simon 
the jqfl, becaufe of both his piety towards God, 
■and his kind dilpofition to thole of his own na¬ 
tion. When he was dead, and had left a 
young fon, who was called Onias, Simon’s bro¬ 
ther Eleazar, of whom we arc now fpeaking, 
took the hjgld priefthood ; and he it was to 
whom Ptolemy wrote, and that in the manner 
following : “ King Ptolemy to Eleazar the high 
-prieft, lendcth greeting. There were many 
•Jews who dwell now in my kingdom, whom the 
Perfians, when they were in power, carried 
captives. Thefe were honoured by my father; 
feme of them he placed in the army, and gave 
them greater pay than ordinary ; to others of 
them, when they came with him into Egypt, 
he committed his garrifons, and the guarding 
of them, that they might be a terror to ihe 
Egyptians, And \v hen 1 had taken the govern¬ 
ment, I treated all men with humanity, and 
efpecialiy thofe that ate thy fellow-citizens, of 

* We hwe a very great cnfoinuim of this Simon 

the fon of Onias the hr it, in the fiftieth chapter of Eccle- 
fiailicu', through the whole chapter. Nor rs it improper 
to confult that chapter itieff upon this oecafion. 

* When v/e have here amt preferttly mention made of 
Philadelphus’j queen, and fitter Arfmoe, we arc to re- 
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whom I have fet free above an hundred thou- 
land that were Haves, and paid the price of 
their redemption to their matters out of my 
own revenues; and thofe that are cf a fit 
I have admitted into the number of my fchfeers. 
And for fuch as are capable of being faithful to 
me, and proper for my court, il haw nut ihem 
in fuch a poll, as thinking this Jkindnefs done 
to them] to be a very great and an acceptable 
gift, which I devote to God for his providence 
over me. And as I am defiraus to do what will 
be grateful to thefe, and to all the other Jews 
in the habitable earth, X ha^e determined to 
procure art interpretation of your law, and to 
have it mandated out of Hebrew into Greek, 
and to be repoiited in my library. Thou wilt 
therefore do well to chufe out and fend to 
me men of a good chara&er, who are now 
elders in age, and fix in number out of every 
tribe. Thele, by their age, muft be Ikilful in 
the laws, and of abilities to make an accurate 
interpretation of them : and when this lhall be 
finilhed, I lhall think that I have done a work 
glorious to royfelf. And I have fent to thee 
Andreas, the captain of my guard, and Arif- 
teus, men whom I have in very great efteem; 
by whom I have fent thofe firll fruits which I 
have dedicated to the temple, and to the facri- 
fices, and ter other ufes, to the value of an hun¬ 
dred talents. And if thou wilt fend to us, to 
let us know what thou wouldeft have farther, 
thou wilt do a thing acceptable to me.” 

5. When th is epiftle of the king was brought 
to Eleazar, he wrote an anfwer to it with 
all the refpedt poffible: “ Eleazar the high 
prieft, to king Ptolemy, fendeth greeting. If 
thou, and thy * queen Arfmoe, and thy child¬ 
ren, be well, we are entirely fatisfied. When 
we received thy epiftle, we greatly rejoiced at 
thy intentions: And when the multitude were 
gathered together, we read it to them, and 

* thereby 

member, with Spanheim, that Arfince was both his lifter 
and his wife, according to the old cuftom of Per fra', and 
of Egypt at this very time; nay, 10 ft he A Syrians long. af¬ 
terward. See Arttiq.* B XX. chap. it. § 1. Whence we 
hare, upon the coins of Philadelphusi this known inferip- 
tien, the divine brother and ftjh r. 



Chap. IT.j 


ANTI Q^U I T I E S OF T II E J E Vf 


thereby made thorn fenfible of the piety tliou 
hail towards Cod. We alio (hewed them the 
r-.verj \y vials of gold, and thirty of ftlver, and 
ap 'five large batons, and the table ibr the 
, ihcw-broad ; as alio the hundred talents for the 
C niices, and for the making what (hall be 
medfi't at the temple. Which things Andreas 
and Aiiheus, thofe molt honoured friends of 
thine, have brought us: and truly they are 
paribus of an excellent character, and of great 
leu-ning, and worthy of thy virtue. Know 
>'hen, that we will gratify thee in what is for 
thy .advantage, though we do what we tiled 
not to do before; for we ought to irfake a re¬ 
rum for the numerous adds of kindneis which 
ihou hall done to our countrymen., We im¬ 
mediately therefore offered iacrihees lor thee, 
and thy filer, with thy children* and friends; 
and the multitude made prayers, that thy af- 
fain; may he to thy mind; and that thy king¬ 
dom may be preferved in peace ; and that the 
tranlluion of our law may come to the conclu- 
iion thou delirell, and be for thy advantage. 
We have alfo chofen fix elders out of every 
tribe, whom we have lent, and the law with 
them. It will be thy part, out of thy piety 
and juflice, to fend back the law, when it hath 
been tranilated ; and to return thofe to us that 
bring it in fafety. Farewel.” 

6 . This was the reply which the high prieft 
made. But it does not feem to me to be ne- 
ceffary to fet down the names of the ieventy 
[two] elders, who were font by Eleazar, and 
carried the law, which yet were fubjoined at 
the end of the epiftle. However, I thought it 
not improper to give an account of thofe very 
valuable and artificially contrived vcffels which 
the king fent to God, that all may fee how great 
a regard the king had for God ; for the king 
allowed a'vaft deal of expences for thefe veffels ; 
and came often to the workmen, and viewed 
their works', and buffered nothing of carelefnefs 
or negligence to be any damage to their opera¬ 
tions. And I will relate how rich they were as 
weir as l am able, although perhaps the nature 
of this hiftory may not require fuch a deferip- 
tiou; but I imagine 1 dial! thereby recommend 


;! the elegant t.tde and. mugiunin-Uv <. f fills king 
' to thofe that iv.n! this h.iih >•>. 

7. And firiil I wilt defen be v.belong:; to 
! the table. It was iodeeii m fin 1 ■:f• ■ ; mu: ! to 
; tn lice this table v.dlly large i>. fi g.hneuitous ; 

but then he gave ouk:•, 1 h.u fi/v .• ;!..,uid learn 
what was the magnitude cf the table which vu ; 
already at Jcrufalem, a: id low large it was, 
and whether there were a polhbmtv of making 
one larger then it. And when lie was inform¬ 
ed how large that was which was already there, 
and that nothing huulred but a larger might he 
made, he laid, in.it u he was wilting to have 
one made that ihould he five times as large as 
the prefent table, hut his fear was, that r might 
! be then ulelels in their facred mimllntions lay 
its too great largeness; for lie defired that the 
j gifts lie prefented tliem, fliouki not only be 
j there for fliew, but ihould he ufeful alfo in 
their iacrcd miniflration:;.” According to which 
reafoning, that the former table was made of 
lb moderate a li/e for uie, an 1 not for want of 
gold, he rcfolveil, that he would not exceed 
the former table in largenefs, hut would make 
it exceed it in the variety and elegancy of its 
materials. And as he was figacious in obferv- 
ing the nature of all things, and in having a 
i jult notion of what was new and furprifing ; 

! and where there was no fculptures, he would 
i invent fuch as were proper by his own {kill, 
and would fhew them to the workmen, he 
commanded that fuch fculptures ihould now be 
made, and that thofe which were delineated 
ihould be moll accurately formed, by a con- 
flant regard to their delineation. 

8. When therefore the workmen had un¬ 
dertaken to make the table, they framed it in 
leDgth two cubits [and an half] in breadth one 
cubit, and in height one cubit and an half; 
and the entire ilrudure of the woik Was of 
gold.' They withal made a crown of an hand- 
breadth round it, with wave-work wreathed a- 
bout it, and with an engraving imitated a cord, 
and was admirably turned on its three parts; 
for as they were of a triangular figure, every 
angle had the fame difpofrtion of its fculptures, 

5 k that. 
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that, when you turned them about, the very 
fame form of them was turned about without 
any variation. Now that part of the crown- 
work that was inciofed under the table had its 
fculptnres very beautiful, but that part which 
went round on the outlide was more elaborate¬ 
ly adorned with mod beautiful ornaments, be- 
eatffe it was expofed to light, and to the view 
of the fpef Li tors ; for which realon it was^'fhat 
both thole lides which were extant above the 
red were acute, and none of the angles, which 
we before told you were three, appeared lefs 
than another, when the table was turned about. 
Now into the cord-work thus turned were pre¬ 
cious hones inferted, in rows parallel one to 
the other, inciofed in golden buttons, which 
bad ouches in them ; but the parts which were 
on the fide of the crown, and were expofed to 
the fight, were adorned with a row of oval 
figures obliquely placed, of the mod excellent 
fort of precious dones, which imitated rods 
laid clofe, and encompaffed the table round a- 
bout. But under thefe oval figures, thus en¬ 
graven, the workmen had put a crown all 
round it, where the nature of all forts of fruit 
was reprefented, infonvuch, that the hunches of 
grapes hung up. And when they had made 
the doties to reprefent all the kinds of fruits be¬ 
fore-mentioned, and that each in its proper 
colour, they made them fad with gold, round 
the whole table. The like difpofition 'of the 
oval figures, and of the engraved rods, was 
framed under the crown, that the table might 
on each fide fhew the dime appearance of variety, 
a" 1 elegancy of its ornaments ; fo that neither 
th noftion of the wave-work, nor of the crown, 
might he different, although the table were 
turned on the other fide, but that the profpeCt 
of the lame arti/khl contrivances might be 
extended as far as the f - t; for there was made 
a plate of gold, four fin ers broad, through the 
entire breadth of the tilde, into which they in- 
lerteil the feet, and then fattened them to the 
table by buttons, and button-holes, at the place 
whefe the crown was firuate, that fo on what 
fide foever of the table one fhoukl Hand, it 
might exhibit the veryjame view of the exqui- 
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file workmanfhip, and of the vaft expences be- 
flowed upon it: But upon the table itfelf they 
engraved a meander, inferting into it very ->• 
luable ftones in the middle, like flars of v 
colours : the carbuncle and the erne’- 
of which fent out agreeable rays c r 
fpe&ators ; with fuch Hones of 
as were moll curioiis, and ben , as 

being mod precious in their kini .ard by 
this meander, a texture of net-woi ran round 
it, the middle of which appeared like a rhom¬ 
bus, into which were inferted rock cryftal, and 
amber, which, by the great refemblance of the 
appearance they made, gave wonderful delight 
to thofe that faw them. The chapiters of the 
feet imitated the firft buddings of lilies, while 
their leaves were bent, and laid under the table, 
hut fo that |he chives were feen (landing up¬ 
right within them. Their bafes were made of 
a carbuncle ; and the plate at the bottom, 
which relied on that carbuncle, was one palm 
deep, and eight fingers in breadth. Now they 
had engraven upon it, with a very fine tool, 
and with a great deal of pains, a branch of ivy, 
and tendrils of the vine, fending forth duller;, 
of grapes, that you would guefs they were no 
ways different from real tendrils ; for they 
were fo very thin, and fo very extended at 
their extremities, that they were moved with 
the wind, and made one believe that they 
were the product of nature, and not the re- 
prefentation of art. They alio made the en¬ 
tire workmanfhip of the table appear to he 
three-fold, while the joints of the feveral parts 
were fo united together as to be invisible, and 
the places where they joined could not he dif- 
tinguifhed. Now the thicknefs of the table was 
not lefs than half a cubit. So that this gift, by 
the king’s great generofity, by the great value 
of the materials, and the variety of fifl exquifite 
ftru&ure, and the artificers (kill in ^imitating 
nature with graving tools, was at length brought 
to perfection, while the king was very defirous, 
that though in largenefs it were not to be dif¬ 
ferent from that which was already dedicated 
to God, yet that in exquifite workmanfhip, 

and 
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and tiie novelty of the contrivances, and in the 
ip lend or of its conftrudtion, it ihould far ex¬ 
ceed it, and be more illuftrious than that was. 

of the cifterns of gold, there were 
.are was of feale-work, from 
elt-like circle, with various forts 
Ted in the fpiral circles. Next 
to whu.ii, „ ere was upon it a meander, of a 
cubit in height ; it was compofed of Hones of 
all forts of colours. And next to this was the 
rod-work engraven ; and next to that was a 
rhombus, in a texture of net-work, drawn out 
to the bum of the bafon ; while frnall ihiekls, 
made of Hones, beautiful in their kind, and 
of four fingers depth, filled up the middle parts. 
About the ton of the bafon were wreathed the 
leaves of lilies, and of the convolvulus, and the 
tendrils of vines, in a circular manner. And 
this was the conftrudion of the two cifterns of 
gold, each containing two firkins. But thofe 
which were of filvcr were much more bright 
and fplendid than looking-glafles ; and you 
might in them fee the images that fell upon 
them more plainly than in the other. The 
king alfo ordered thirty vials ; thofe of which 
the parts that were of gold, and not filled up 
with precious ftones, were fhadowed over with 
the leaves of ivy, and of vines, artificially engra¬ 
ven. And thefe were the vefteis that were af¬ 
ter an extraordinary manner brought to this 
perfection, partly by the (kill of the workmen, 
who were admirable in inch fine work, but 
much more by the diligence and generality of 
the -king, who not only l'upplied the artificers 
abundantly, and with great generality, with 
what they wanted, but he forbad public audi¬ 
ences for the time, and came and ftood by the 
workmen, and faw the whale operation. And 
this was the caufe. why the workmen were fo 
accurate in their performance,, becaufe they 
had regard to the king, and to his great con¬ 
cern about the vcffcls, and fo the more indc- 
fatigably kept clofe to the work. 

iq. And thefe were what gifts were fent by 
Ptofemy to Jerufalem, and dedicated to God 

* The Talmuclifls fay, that it is not lawful to write the 
law ih letters of gold, contrary to this certain and very 
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there. But when F.leazar the high pritfl had 
devoted them to God, and had paid clue rtlpedl: 
to thofe that brought them, and had given them 
prefents to be carried to the king, he difmilfcd 
them. And when they weie come to'Alexan¬ 
dria, and Ptolemy heard that they were conn, 
and that the feventv elders were come uifo, he 
prefcntly fent for Anchcas and Arifleus, his 
amballadors ; who came to him, and deliveicd 
him the cpifllc which they brought him from 
the high prieft, and made anfwer to all the 
cjueftions he put to them by woul of mouth., 
lie then made hafte to meet the ciders that 
came from Jerufalem, for the interpretation of 
the laws ; and he gave command, that every 
body, who came on occalions, Ihould he lent 
away ; which was a thing furprifmg, and what 
he did not ufe to do ; for thofe that were drawn 
thither upon Inch occafions ujed to come to him 
on the fifth day, but ambafladors at the month’s 
end. But when he had fent thofe away, he 
waited for thefe that were fent by F.leazar ; but 
as the old men came in with the prefents, which 
the high priell had given them to bring to the 
king, and with the membranes, upon which 
they had their laws written in ‘ golden letters, 
he put cjueftions to them concerning thofe 
books ; and when they had taken off the co¬ 
vers wherein they were wrapt up, they Brew¬ 
ed him the membranes. So the king ftood ad¬ 
miring the chinnefs of thofe membranes, and 
the exattnefs of the jundures, which could 
not be perceived (fo ex a 611 y were they connect¬ 
ed one with another); and this he did for a eon- 
fulerable time. He then laid, that he return¬ 
ed them thanks for coming to him, and Hill 
greater thanks to him that lent them ; and, a- 
bove all, to that God whofe laws they appear¬ 
ed to be. Then did the elders, and thofe that 
wereprefent with them, cry out with one voice, 
and wifhed all happinefs to the king. Upon 
which he fell into tears, by the violence of the 
pleafure he had, it being natural to men to af¬ 
ford the fame indications in great joy that they 

" do 

ancient example, dec Hutlfcn’s and Relnniik 'notes 
here. 
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do UO .!$*• Arrow--. And when he had hid them 
dciivj i'hc hooka to t h o {e who were appointed 
10 reeel'f them, he fainted the men ; and laid, 
that it tva; hut juft to difcourfc in the fir ft place 
of tiv* errand tiwy were fent about, and then 
t<> addrciii h'tnfti; tothcmfitves. He pvomilcd 
however, that he would make this; day on 
which they came to him rem likable and emi¬ 
nent every year through the whole eourfe of 
his life ; for their coming to him, and the 
victory whiclt !v. gained over Antigonus by 
f a, p'-oeed to be on the very fame day. He 
alio give orders, that they lliould fup with 
him ; and gave it in charge, that they fhould 
have excellent lodgings provided for them in 
11.e upper part of the city. 

it. Now he that was appointed to take 
catc of the reception of ftrangers, Nicanor by 
name, called for Dorotheua, whole duty it was 
to make provision for them, and bid him pre¬ 
pare for every one of them what would be 
requifite for their diet, and way of living. 
Which thing was ordered by the king after 
this manner : He took care that thofe that be¬ 
longed to every city, which did not ufe the 
fame way of living, that all things fhould be 
prepared for them according to the cullom of 
thofe that came to him, that being feafted ac¬ 
cording to the ui'ual method of their own way 
of loin' 1 ’, they might he the better pica fed, and 
might not be uiieaiy at any tiling done to them, 
fiom which they were nalui ally averle. And 
tliis was now done in the cafe of thefe men by 
l)o rotheus, who was put into this office be- 
caule of his great fkill in Inch matter; belong¬ 
ing to common lile: For he took care of all 
fnch matters as concerned the reception of 
ftrangers, and appointed them double feats for 
them to lit on, according as the king had com¬ 
manded him to do ; for he had commanded 
that half of their feats lliould be let at his hand, 

This >s t’-c moll nmhnt example I have met with, 
<v" i grace, or iliorr pi m r, or thankfgiring before meat; 
vliij’, as it is ufed to be laid by an heathen prieil, was 
new finf by I’.lea/ar, a jcvwfh piielt, who \\ as one of 
tlicfe fe\enty-t wo intei prefers. The next example I have 
met with, n. ;h, f of the Eifenes, Of the War, B. II. chap, 
vni. f j. b >rh Nfcac are at.er it; thofe of onr .Saviour 
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j and the other half behind his table, and took 
care that no refpedl lliould be omitted that could 
be fhewn them. And when they were thus fet 
down, he hid Dorotheus to minifter to all thole 
that were come to him from Judea, aft - the 
manner they ufed to be miniftred to • hf 
which caufe he fent away their (acred ' , -odds, 
and thofe that (lew the facrifices, and the reft 
that ufed to fay grace ; but called to one of 
thofe that were come to him, whofe name was 
Kleazar, who was a pried, and delired In n to 
'*■ fay grace; who then ftoed in the miuft rf 
them, and prayed, “ that all profperity might 
; attend the king, and thole that were his luo- 
: jetls.” Upon which an acclamation was made 
by the whole company with joy, and a great 
noife ; and when that was over, they fell to 
eating their (upper, .and to the enjoyment of 
what was let before them. And at a little in¬ 
terval afterward, when the king thought a fuf- 
ficient time had been interpofed, he began to 
talk philofophically to them, and heafked every 
one of them a j' philofophical queftion, and 
fuch an one as might give light in thofe en¬ 
quiries : and when they had explained all 
the problems that had been propofed by lin¬ 
king, about every point, he was very well 
plcafed with their anfwers. This took up the 
twelve days in which they were treated : And 
he that pleafes may learn the particular ques¬ 
tions in that book of Arillcus, which he wrote 
on this very occafion. 

12. And while not the king only, but the 
the philofophcr Mencdemus alfo admired them, 
and Faid, That “ all things were governed by 
providence ; and that it was probable, that 
thence it was that fuch force and beauty was 
difeovered in thefe men’s wordsthey then 
left ofi' afking any more queftions. But the 
king faid, that he had gained very great advan¬ 
tages 

before it, M.irk. viii. 6 . John vi. 11, 23. and St Paul, 
Afls xxvii. 35. and a form of fuch a grace or prayer for 
Chriftians, at the end of the fifth book of the Apostolical 
Coiiflhutions, -which feeim to have been intended for 
both times, both before and after meat. 

f They were rather political queftions and anfwers, 
tending to the good and religious government of mankind. 
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tages by their coming ; for that he had receiv¬ 
ed this profit from them, that he had learned 
how he ought to rule his fubjedts. And he 
gave order, that they Ihould have every one 
three talents given them ; and that thofe that 
■were to condudt them to their lodging Ihould 
do A Accordingly, when three days were 
over, JDcmctnus took them, and went over 
the caufeway feven furlongs long: It was a 
bank in the fea to an ifland. And when they 
had gone over the bridge, he proceeded to the 
northern parts, and' fliewed them where they 
fhould meet, which was in an houfe that was 
built near the Ihore, and was a quiet place, 
and fit for their dilcourfing together about their 
work. When he had brought them thither, 
lie intreated them (now they had all things 
about them which they wanted for the inter¬ 
pretation of their law) that they would fuffer 
nothing.to interrupt them in their work. Ac¬ 
cordingly jjfhey made an accurate interpretation, 
with great zeal, and great pains : And this they 
continued to do till the ninth hour of the day; 
after which time they relaxed and took care of 
their body, while their food was provided for 
them in great plenty ; befides, Dorotheus, at 
the king’s command, brought them a great 
deal of what was provided for the king himlelf. 
But in the morning they came to the court, 
and faluted Ptolemy, and then went away to 
their former place, where, when they had 
* walhed their hands, and purified themfelves, 
they betook themfelves to the interpretation of 
the laws. Now when the law was tranferibed, 
and the labour of interpretation was over, 
which came to its conclufion in feventy-two 
days* Demetrius gathered all the Jews together 
to the place where the laws were tranllated, 
and where the interpreters were, and read them 
over. The multitude did alfo approve of thole 
elders that were the interpreters of the law. 
They withal commended Demetrius for his pro- 
pofal, as the inventor of what was greatly 

* Jhis purification of the interpreters, by walking in 
the fea, before they prayed to God, every morning, and 
before they fet about tranflating, may be compared with 
the like practice of Peter the apoltle, in the recognitions 
of Clement, B. IV. chap. iii. and B. V. chap, xxxvi. and 


for their happinifs ; and they defired, that he 
would give leave to their rulers alfo to read the 
law. Moreover, they all, both, the prieft, and 
the ancienteft of the elders, and the principal 
men of the commonweal, made it their re- 
qufeft, that fince the interpretation was hap¬ 
pily finifhed, it might continue in the Hate it 
now was, and might not be altered. And 
when they all commended that determination 
of theirs, they enjoined, that if any one obferved 
either any thing fuperlluous, or any thing o- 
mitted, that he would take a view of it again, 
and have it laid before (hem, and corrected ; 
which tvas a wife adlion of their?, that when the 
thing was judged to have been well done, it 
might continue for ever. 

13. So. the king rejoiced, when he faw that 
his defign of this nature was brought to per¬ 
fection, to fo great advantage : And he was 
chiefly delighted with hearing the laws read to 
him : and was aftonifhed at the deep meaning 
and wifdom of the legiflator. And he began 
to difeourfe with Demetrius, “How it came 
to pafs, that when this legillation was fo won¬ 
derful, no one, cither of the poets or of the 
hiftorians had made mention of it.” Demetri¬ 
us made aniwer, That “ noonc durft be io bold 
as to touch upon the defeription of thefe laws, 
becaufe they were divine, and venerable ; and 
hecaufe ftMue that had attempted it were afflict¬ 
ed by God.” lie alfo told him, That, “ Theo- 
pompus was defirous of writing fotnewhat a- 
bout them, but was thereupon difiurbed in uis 
his mind for above thirty days time ; and upon 
fome intermiffion of his ci:‘.temper, he appealed 
God [by prayer] as fufpeeting that his raad- 
nefs proceeded from that cauie.” Nay, in¬ 
deed, he farther faw a dream, that tins dif 
temper befel him while he indulged too great a 
curiofity about divine matters, and was (lent¬ 
ous of publishing them among common men : 
but that, when he left off that attempt, he re¬ 
covered 

with the places of the Profeuchrr, or of prayer, which 
were fometimesbuilt nor (lie fea or rivers alfo. OJ which 
matter, fee Anttq. B. XIV. chap. x. i zj. and Acts xvi. 

13, 1 6. 
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covered his undcrftanding again. Moreover, 
he informed him of Theodetfles, the tragic po¬ 
et, concerning whom it was reported, that 
when, in a certain dramatic representation, he 
was deiirous to make mention of things that 
were contained in the facred books, he was af¬ 
flicted with a darknefs in his eves: and that 
upon his being conlcious of the occafion of his 
difletnper, and appealing God [by prayer] he 
he was freed from that of affliction. 

34. And when the king had received thefe 
books from Demetrius, as we have faid already, 
he adored them; and gave order, that great 
care fit0aid he taken of them, that they might 
remain micorruptcd. lie alio defired that the 
interpreters would come often to him out of 
Judea, and that both on account of the re- 
fpects that he would pay them, and on account 
of the prefents he would make them: For he 
faid, “ It was now but juft to lend them away, 
although if, of their own accord, thev would 
come to him hereafter, they ihould obtain all 
that their own wiiiloni might juftly require, 
and what his generofity was able to give them.” 
fo he then fent them away ; -and gave to every 
one, of them three garment:; of the heft fort, 
and two talents of gold, and a cup of the va¬ 
lue of one talent, and the furniture of the room 
wherein they were feafted. And thefe were 
the things he prefented to them. Bn!, by them 
he fent to I'.lcazar the high pried, ten beds, with 
the feel of hlver, and the furniture to them be¬ 
longing, and a cup of the value of thirty talents; 
and beiiues thefe, ten garments, and purple, and 
a very beautiful crown, and an hundred pieces 
of tl]e lined woven linen: as alfo vials, and 
tjifhcs, and veflels for pouring, and two gold¬ 
en cifterns, to be dedicated to Cod. He alfo 
defired him, by an epiftle, that he would give 

* The ufi' of oil was much greater, and the donatives 
of it much more valuable m Judea, ami the neighbouring 
countries, than it is ainongit us. It was alio, in the days 
of Jofephus, thought unlawful for Jews to make ufe of 
any oil that was prepared by heathens, perhaps on ac¬ 
count of fome fuperUitions, intermixed, with its prepara- 
tion hy thole heathens. When, therefore, the heathens 
were to make them a donative of oil, they pud them 
money inltcad of it.' Sec Of the War, B. II. ch. 21, § 2. 
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thefe interpreters leave, if any of them were 
deiirous, of coming to him, becaufc he highly 
valued a converfation with men of fuch learn¬ 
ing; and llxould be very willing to lay out lbs 
wealth upon fuch men. And th : 
came to the Jews, and was im 
and honour, from Ptolemy 

C II A P. III. 

How the Kings of Afia honoured the Nation of 
the Jews, and made them Citizens of lb of 
Cities which they built. 

§ 1/ I 'HE Jews alfo obtained honours from 
the kings of Alia, when they became 
their auxiliaries ; for Seleucus Nicanor made 
them citizens in thofe cities which he built in. 
Alia, and in the lower Syria, and in the me¬ 
tropolis itfelf, Antioch ; and gave them privi¬ 
leges equal to thofe of the Macedonians and 
Greeks, who were the inhabitants, lnfomuch, 
that thefe privileges continue to this very clay: 
An argument for which you have in this, that 
whereas the Jews do not make ufe of * oil pre¬ 
pared by foreigners, they receive a certain fum 
of money from the proper officers belonging to 
their cxcrcifcs as the value of that oil: which 
money, when the people of Antioch would 
have deprived them of, in the laft war, Mun- 
ciaruis, who was then prefident of Syria, pre¬ 
ferred it to them. And when the people of 
Alexandria and of Antioch did, after that, at 
the time that Vclpafian and Titus his fon go¬ 
verned the habitable earth, pray, that thefe privi¬ 
leges of citizens might he taken awxty, they did 
not obtain their requeft. In which behaviour 
any one may difeern the f equity and generofity 

of 

» 

the Life of Jofephus, § 13. and Hudfon’s note on the 
place before us. 

f This, and the like great and jufl characters of the 
juflice, and equity, and generofity of the old Romans, 
both to the Jews and other conquered nations, affords 
us a \ery good rcafon, why Almighty Cod, upon the 
rejection of the Jews for their wickedtiefs, thofe them 
for his people, and hrlt eftablifhed Clmflianity in that 
empire. Of which matter, fee Jofephus here, § 2. as alfo 
Antiq. B. XIV. ch. s. $ 22, 23. B. XVI. ch, 2. § 4. 
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of the Romans, efpecially of Vefpafiau and 
Titus, who, although they had been at a great 
deal of pains in the war againll the Jews, and 
were exasperated againft them, becaule they 
did not deliver up their weapons to them, but 
continued the war to the very lull; yet did 
not fl}*/take away any of their fore-mention¬ 
ed privileges belonging to them as citizens, but 
reftrained their anger ; and overcame the pray¬ 
ers of the Alexandrians and Antiochians, who 
were a very powerful people, infomuch, that 
they did not yield to them, neither out of their 
favour to thefc people, nor out of their old 
grudge at thole whole wicked oppolition they 
had fubdued in the war : nor would they alter 
any of the ancient favours granted to the Jews, 
hut laid, that thole who had borne arms againft 
them, and fought them, had fullered punifh- 
ment already, and that it was not juft to de¬ 
prive thole that had not offended of the pri¬ 
vileges they enjoyed. 

2. We alio know, that Marcus Agrippa was 
of the like difpofition towards the Jews: For 
when the people of Ionia were very angry at 
them, and belongin' Agrippa, that they, and 
they only, might have thole privileges of citi¬ 
zens, which Antiochus, the grandfon ofSeleu- 
cus (who by the Greeks was called the God) 
had bellowed on them; and delired, that if 
the Jews were to be joint-partakers with them, 
they might be obliged to worlhip the gods they 
themfelves worfhipped: but when tliele mat¬ 
ters were brought to the trial, the Jews pre¬ 
vailed, and obtained leave to make ufe of then- 
own cuftoms, and this under the patronage of 
Nicolaus of Damalcus; for Agrippa gave lcn- 
tence, that he could not innovate. And if any 
one hath a mind to know this matter accurate¬ 
ly, let him perufe the hundred and twenty- 
third, and hundred and twenty-fourth book of 
the hiftory of this Nicolaus. Now as to this 
determination of Agrippa, it is not fo much to 
be admired ; for at that time our nation had not 
made war againft the Romans: But one may 
Well’be atlonilhed at the generofity of Vcfpa- 
fian and Titus, that after lb great wars and 
contorts which they had with us, they fhoukl 
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ufe fuch moderation. But 1 will now return 
to that part of my hiftory, whence 1 made the 
prelent digrellion. 

3. Now it happened, that in the reign of 
Antiochus the Great, whor u!cd over ;dl Alia, 
that the Jews, as well as the inhabitants of 
Celefyria, fullered greatly, and their land war 
lbrely harailed : For while he was at war with 
Ptolemy Philopator, and with his Ion, who was, 
called Ep'tphancs , it fell out, that thefe nations 
were equally fufferers, both when he was beat¬ 
en, and when lie beat the others : bo that they 
were very like to a lhip in a ftorm, which is tof- 
fed by the waves on both fides ; and juft thus 
were they in tlicir lunation in the middle be¬ 
tween Antioch us’s pro I peril y, and its change 
to adveriity. But at length, when Antiochus 
had beaten Ptolemy, he feized upon Judea: 
And when Philopator was dead, his ion lent 
out a great army under Scopas, the general of 
his forces, againft the inhabitants of Celefyria, 
who took many of their cities, and in paiticu- 
lar our nation ; which, when he fell upon 
them, went over to him. Yet was it not long 
afterward when Antiochus overcame Scopas, 
in a battle fought at the fountains of Jordan, 
and deftroyed a great part of his army. But 
afterward, when Antiochus fubdued thole cities 
of Celefyria which Scopas had gotten into his 
poffefhon, and Samaria with them, the Jews, 
o! their own accord, went over to him, and 
received him into the city j Jerufa'.em] and gave 
plentiful proviiion to all Ids army, and to his 
elephants, and readily alibied him when he 
beliegecl the garrifon which was in the citadel 
of Jcrufalem, Wherefore, Antiochus thought 
it but juft to requite the Jews diligence and 
zeal in his fervice : So lie wrote to the gene¬ 
rals of his armies, and to his friends, and gave 
feftitnony to the good behaviour of the Jews 
towards him, and informed them what rewards 
he hadreiblved to bellow on them for that their 
behaviour. I will fet down prefentlv the 
epiftles themfelves, which he wrote to Ids ge¬ 
nerals concerning them, but will full produce 
the teftimony of Polybius of Megalopolis; for 
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thus docs he fpeak, in the fixteenth book of 
his hiftory : “ Now Scopus, the general of Pto¬ 
lemy’s army, went in hafte to the fupeiior parts 
of the country, and in the winter time over¬ 
threw the nation of the Jews. He alfo faith 
in the fame book, that when Scopas was con¬ 
quered by Antiochus, Antiochus received Ba- 
tanea, and Samaria, and Abila, and Gadara; 
and that, a while afterwards, there came in to 
him thofe Jews that inhabited near that temple 
■which was called Jtrufalem : concerning which, 
although I have more to fay, and particularly 
concerning the prefence of God about that 
temple, yet do I put off that hiftory till another 
opportunity.” This it is which Polybius re¬ 
lates. But we will return to the lories of the 
hiftory, when we have firft produced the epiftles 
of king Antiochus. 

. “ King Antiochus to Ptolemy, fendeth greeting: 

“ Since the Jews, upon our firft entrance 
on their country, demonftrated their friendship 
towards us; and when we came to their city 
fJerufalem] received us in a fpleudid manner, 
and came to meet us with their lenate, and 
gave abundance of provifions to our foldiers, 
and to the elephants, and joined with us in 
ejecting the garrifon of the Egyptians that were 
in the citadqj^we have thought lit to reward 
them, and to retrieve the condition of their ci¬ 
ty, which hath been greatly depopulated by 
fuch accidents as have befallen its inhabitants, 
and to bring thofe that have been fcattered a-r 
broad back to the city. And, in the firft place, 
■we have determined, on account of their piety 
towards God, to bellow on them, as a ptmfion, 
for their ficriliees of animals, that are fit for 
facrifice, for wine, and oil, and frankineenfe, 
the value of twenty thoufand pieces of filver, 
and [fix] facred artaba; of fine flour, with one 
thoufand four hundred and fixty medimni of 
wheat, and three hundred and feventy-fivc me¬ 
dimni of fait. And thefe payments I would 
have fully paid them, as I have fent orders to 
you. I. would alfo have the work about the 
temple finifhed, and the cloifters, and if there 
be any thing elfc that ought to be rebuilt. And 


for the materials of wood, let it be brough 
them out of Judea itfelf, and out of the othei 
countries, and out of Libanus, tax free: ant 
the fame I would have o 1 ferved as. to thole 
other materials which will be neceffa :y. in or¬ 
der to render the temple more glorioi s. And 
let all of that nation live according to the laws 
of their own country : and let the lenate, and 
the priefts, and the feribes of the temple, and 
the facred fingers, be difeharged from poll-mo¬ 
ney, and the crown tax, end other taxes alfo. 
And that the city may the fooner recover its 
inhabitants, I grant a difeharge from taxes for 
three years to its prefent inhabitants; and to 
fuch asfhall come to it, un'il the month Hy- 
perbereteus. We alfo difeharge them for the 
future from a third part of their taxes, that the 
Ioffes they have fuftained may be repaired. 
And all thofe citizens that have been carried 
away, and are become Haves, we grant them 
and their children their freedom ; and give or¬ 
der, that their fubftance be reftored to them.” 

4. And thefe were the contents of this epiflie. 
He alfo publifhed a decree, through all his king¬ 
dom, in honour of the temple, which contain¬ 
ed what follows : “ It ftiall be lawful for no fo¬ 
reigner to come within the limits of the temple 
round about; which thing is forbidden alfo to 
the Jews, unlefs to thofe who, according to then- 
own cuftom, have purified themfelves. Nor let 
any flefh of horfes, or of mules, or of afles, be 
brought into the city, whether they be wild or 
tame ; nor that of leopards, or foxes, or hares ; 
and, in general, that of any animal which is' 
forbidden for the Jews to eat. Nor let their 
fkins he brought into it; nor let any fuch ani¬ 
mal be bred up in the city. Let them only be 
permitted to ufe the facrifices derived from their 
forefathers, with which they have been obliged 
to make acceptable atonements to God. And 
he that tranfgreffeth any of thefe orders, let 
him pay to the priefts three thoufand drachmat 
of filver.” Moreover, this Antiochus bare tef- 
timony to our piety and fidelity, in an epiftle 
of his, written when he was informed of a 
fedition in Phrygia and Lydia, at •which'time 

he 
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he was in the fu peri or provinces, wherein he 
commanded Zeuxis, the general of his forces, 
and his moll intimate friend, to fend l'omc of ^ 
our nation out of Babylon into Phrygia. The 
ep'PE w; s this : 

“ IlioT Antiochus to Zeuxis his father, fendeth 
J greeting: 

“ If you arc in health, it is well. I alio 
am in health. Having been informed that a 
fedition is arifen in Lydia and Phrygia, 1 
thought that matter retpiired great care : And 
upon advTing witli my friends what was fit to 
be done, it hath been thought proper to re¬ 
move two thoufand families of Jews, with their 
effects, out of Mefopfetamia and Babylon, unto 
the cafllcs and places that lie moll convenient; 
for I am perfuaded, that they will he well-dif- 
pofed guardians of our poffeffions, becaufe of 
their piety towards God, and becaufe I know 
that my prcdcceffors have borne witnefs to 
them, that they are faithful, and with alacrity 
do what they are deiired to do. I will, there¬ 
fore, though” it he a laborious work, that thou 
remove thefe jews, under a promile,“ that they 
(hall be permitted to ufe their own laws. And 
when thou ihalt have brought them to the 
places fore-mentioned, thou flialt give every 
one of their families a place for building their 
houfes, and a portion of land for their huf- 
bandry, and for the plantation of their vines ; 
and thou fhalt difeharge them from paying 
taxes of the fruits of the earth for ten years: 
And let them have a proper quantity of wheat 
for the maintenance of their fervants, until they 
receive bread-corn out of the earth : Alio, let , 
a fufficient fharc be given to fuch as miniller j 
to them in the neceffaries of life, that, by en¬ 
joying the effects of our humanity, they may 
fhew themfelves the more willing and ready 
about our affairs. Take care likewife of that 
nation, as far as thou art able, that they may 
not have any difturbancc given them by any 
one?” Now thefe teftimonials which I have 
produced, are fufficient to declare the friend- 
iliip that Antiochus the Great bare to the 

Tews. 
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How Antiochus nude a League zuth Pi oh my ; 
and how Qalas piovohd Pio/uny Kuc’gctes 
to Anger ; and bow 'yfofeph brought all 
Things right again y and entered in'to Fricud- 
Jhip with him ; and what other Things ivtte 
done by 'Jofcpb and. his Son Hyri.anus. 


5 i. A F T E R this, Annochws made a 
JL lricnddiip and a league wish Pio- 
lemy ; and gave him his daughter Cleopatra 
to wife, and yielded up to him Cdefyris, and 
Samaria, and Judea, and Phenicia, by way of 
dowry. And upon the divifion of the taxer, 
between the two kings, all the principal men 
farmed the taxes of their fcvcral countries, and 
collecting the fum that was fettled for them., 
paid the fame to the [two] kings. Now ar 
this time, the Samaritans were in a Hourifhing 
condition, and much diftreffed the Jews, cut¬ 
ting off parts of their land, and carrying off 
flaves. This happened when Oniar was high 
prieft ; for after Eleazar’s death, his uncle !Vla~ 
naffeh took the priefthood ; and after he had 
ended his life, Onias received that dignity. He 
was the fon of Simon, who was railed the pfujl; 
which Simon was the brother of Elca/ar, as 1 
laid before. This Onias was one of a little 
foul, and a great lover of money ; and for 
that reaion, becaufe he did net pay that tax 
of twenty talents of filver, which his S r ■ ■ 
fathers paid to thefe kings, out of their own 
ellates, he provoked king Ptolemy Euergetcs 
to anger, who was the father of Philopator. 
This Eucrgctes lent an ambffadc.r to Jerufi- 
lem, and complained that On in.-, did not pay 
his taxes ; and threatened, that it h - di<T not 
receive them, he would feizc upon flrgir land, 
and fend foldiers to live upon it. When the 
Jews heard this ineffage of the king, they were 
confounded : But fo fordidly covetous was O- 
nias, that nothing of this nature made him 
afhamed. 

2. There was now one To/cbb, young in 
age, .but of great reputation among the people 

5 H ' of 
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of Jerufalem, for gravity, prudence, andjuftice. 
His father’s name was Tobias ; and his mother 
was the filler of Onias the high pried, who in¬ 
formed him of the coming of the ambaflador ; 
for h6*was then fojourning afgtf village named 
* Phicol,- where he was born; h Hereupon, he 
ettme to the city f Jerufalem] and reproved Oni¬ 
as for not taking care of the prefervation of his 
countrymen, but bringing the nation into dan¬ 
gers, by not paying tins money, f or which 
prefervation of them, he told him, lie had re¬ 
ceived the authority over them, and had been 
made high pried *. But that, in cafe he was fo 
great a lover of money, as to endure to fee his 
country in danger on that account, and his 
countrymen fuller the greated damages, he ad- 
vifed him to go to the king, and petition him 
to remit, either the whole, or a part of the fum 
demanded. Onias’s anfvvcr was this. That he 
did not care for his authority, and that he was 
ready, if the tiling were practicable, to lay 
down his high priefthood ; and that he would 
not go to the king, becaufe he troubled not him- 
felf at all about fuch matters. Jofeph then 
afked him, If he would not give him leave to 
go ambaflador on behalf of the nation ? fie re¬ 
plied, That he would give him leave. Upon 
which, Jofeph went up into the temple ; and 
called the multitude together, to a congregation, 
and exhorted them not to be diilurbed, nor af¬ 
frighted, becaufe of his uncle Onias’s carelcl- 
nefs, hut defired them to he at red, and not 
terrify themlelves with fear about it; for he 
promifed them, that he would be their ambaf- 
fador to the king, and perfuade him, that they 
had done him no-wrong. And when the mul- 
titu4e heard this, they returned thanks to jo¬ 
feph. So he went down from the temple, and 
treated Ptolemy’s ambaflador in an hofpitable 
manner. He alfo prefented him with rich 
gifts; and feafied him magnificently for many 
days, and then fenthim to the king lief ore him, 
and told him, that he would foon follow him ; 
for he was now more willing to go to the king, 

* The name -of this place, Phicol, is the very fame 
-with that of the chief captain of Abimetesfi’s hoft, in the 
days of Abraham, Gen. xxi. 22. and poffiWy be 
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by the encouragement of the ambaflador, who 

earndlly perfuaded him to come into Egypt ; 

and promifed him, that he wop 1,1 * 1 

that he lliould obtain every thing 

ed of Ptolemy, for he was highly 

his frank and liberal temper, and r 

vity of his deportment. r. - 

i. When Ptolemy’s ambaflador was come 
into Egypt, he told the king of the thoughtlefs 
temper of Onias ; and informed him of the 
goodnefs of the difpofition of Jofeph ; and that 
he was coming to him, to excufe the multi¬ 
tude, as not having done him any harm, for 
that he was their patron. In fhort, he was fo 
very large in his encomiums upon the young 
man, that he difpofed btkh the king and his 
wife Cleopatra to have a kindnefs for him be¬ 
fore he came. So Jofeph fent to his friends al 
Samaria, and borrowed money of them; and 
got ready what was ncceflary for his journey, 
garments, and cups, and beafls for burden, 
which amounted to about twenty thoufand 
drachmae, and went to Alexandria. Now it 
happened, that at this time all the principal 
men and rulers went up out of the cities of 
Syria and Phenicu, to bid for their taxes; for 
every year the king fold them to the men of 
the greateft power in every city. So thefe men 
faw Jofeph journeying on the way, and laughed - 
at him. for his poverty and meannefs.. But 
when he came to Alexandria, and heard that 
king Ptolemy was at- Memphis, he went up 
thither to meet with him; which happened as 
the king was fitting in his chariot, with his- 
wife, and with his friend Athenion, who was 
the very perfon who had been ambaflador at 
Jerufalem, and been entertained by Jofeph. 
As foon therefore as Athenion faw him, he pre- 
fently made him known to the king, how good 
and generous a young man he was.. So Pto¬ 
lemy faluted him firft, and defired'him to come 
up into his chariot; and as Jofeph fat there, 
he began to complain of the management of 

Onjas. 

the place of that Phicol’s nativity or abode} for h fee ms 
to have been in the fouth part of Palefline, as that 
was. 
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Onias. To which he anfwered, Forgive him, j 
on account of his age, for thou canft not certain- 
\ } lie unacquainted with this, that old men and 
int'.iiiu#ia e their minds exaftly alike; but thou J 
'(i h it;o/f from us, who are young men, every 
thing th.iu deiireft, and fhalt have no caufe to 
comp.Jn. 1 With this good humour and pleaf- 
antry of the young man, the king was fo de¬ 
lighted, that he began already, as though he 
had long experience of him, to have a Hill 
greater affcftioii for him, infomuch, that he 
bad him take his diet in the king’s palace, and 
be a gueft at his own table, every day. But 
when the king was come to Alexandria, the 
principal men of Syria faw him fitting with the 
king, and were much offended at it. 

4. And when the day came on which the 
king was to let the taxes of the cities to farm, 
and thole that were the principal men of digni¬ 
ty in their feveral countries were to bid for 
them, the fum of the taxes together, of Cele- 
fyria and Phenicia, and Judea, with Samaria 
[as they were bidden for] came to eight thou- 
ilind talents. Hereupon, Jofcph accufed the 
bidders, as having agreed together to ellimate 
the value of the taxes at too low a rate ; and 
he promifed, that he would himfelf give twice 
as much for them ; but for thofe who did not 
pay, he would fend the king home their whole 
Jubilance; for this privilege was fold together 
with the taxes thcmfelves. The king was 
pleafed to hear tfiat offer; and bccaufe it aug¬ 
mented liis revenues, he, faid, he would con¬ 
firm the fale of the taxes to him. But then he 
afked him this qucllion, Whether he had any 
fureties that would he bound for the' payment 
of the money ? lie anfwered very pleafantly, 

I will give fucli fecurity, and thofe of perfons 
good and refponfible, and which you (hall have 
nd heafdn to diftruft., And when he bid him 
name them, who they were, he replied, I give 
thee no other perfons, O king, for my fureties, 
than thyfelf, and this thy wife; and you lhali 
be fecurity for both parties. So Ptolemy laugh¬ 
ed at the propofals, and granted him the farm¬ 
ing of the taxes without any Sureties. This 
procedure was a fore grief to thofe that came 
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from the cities into Egypt, who were utterly 
difappointed ; and they returned every one to 
their own country with flume. 

5. But Jofephtook with him two thoufuul 
foot foldiers from the king; for he de’!ired hr 
might have fome affillance,, in order to force 
fucli as were re fra ft or y in the cities to pav. 
And borrowing of the king's friends at Alexan¬ 
dria five hundred talents, he made lialic back 
into Syria. And when be was at Afkclon, and 
demanded their taxes of the people of Aikelon. 
they refufed to pay any thing; and affronted 
him alfo: Upon which he feized upon about 
twenty of the principal men, and flew them, 
and gathered what they had together, and fen! 
it all to the king; and informed him what he 
had done. Ptolemy wondered at the prudent 
conduft of the'tnan, and commended him for 
what lie had done ; and gave him leave to do 
as he pleafed. When the Syrians heard of this, 
they were aflonilhcd ; and having before them 
a fad example in the men of Aikelon, that were 
flain, they opened their gates, and willingly 
admitted Jofcph, and paid their taxes. And 
when the inhabitants of Scythopolis attempted 
to affront him, and would not pay him thofe 
taxes which they formerly uied to pay, with¬ 
out diiputing about them, he Hew alio the prin¬ 
cipal men of that city, and lent their effefts to 
the king. By this means he gathered great 
wealth together, and made vaft gains by thi ■ 
farming of the taxes ; and he made life of what 
eftate he had thus gotten, in order to luppoit 
his authority, as thinking it a piece of prudence 
to keep what had been the occafion and four, < 
dation of his prefent good fortune ■: and tiff 
he did by the afffla’uce of what he v, as drench 
pofiefled of; for he privately leaf may p relent* 
to the king, and to Cleopatra, and to then 
friends, and to all that were powerful about 
the court, and thereby purchafed their good 
will to himfelf. 

ft Tins good fortune he enjoyed for twen¬ 
ty-two years; and was become the laritcr of 
fevenions, by one wife,: he had alio another 
fon, vbhofe name was Hyrcantts, by his brother 

bo- 
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Soiymhu/a daughter, whom he married on the 
following occnlion. He once came to Alex¬ 
andria with his brother, who had along with 
him a daughter already marriageable, in order 
to give'her in wedlock to fome of the Jews of 
chief dignity there. He then Hipped with the 
king; and falling in love with an ad;refs, that 
was of great beauty, and came into the room 
where they feafted, he told his brother of it, 
and intreated him, becaufe a Jew is forbidden 
by their law to come near to a foreigner, to 
conceal his offence, and to be kind and fubfer- 
vient to him, and to give him the opportunity 
of fulfilling his defires. Upon which his bro¬ 
ther willingly enteitaincd the propolal of ferv- 
iug him, and adorned his own daughter, and 
brought her to him by night, and put her into 
his bed. And Jofeph being difordered with 
drink, knew not who flic was, and fo lay with 
his brother’s daughter; and this he did many 
times, and loved her exceedingly ; and faid to 
libs brother, that he loved this adrefs fo weil, 
that he ihould run the hazard of his life [if he 
muff part with her] and yet probably the king 
would not give him leave [to take her with him]. 
But Iris brother bid him be in no concern about 
that matter, and told him, lie might enjoy her 
whom he loved without any danger, and might 
have her for his wife ; and opened the liuth 
of the" matter to him, and allured him that he 
( hole rather to have his own daughter abided, 
than to overlook him, and fee him come fo [pub¬ 
lic] difgrace. So Jofeph commended him for 
this bis brotherly love ; and married his daugh¬ 
ter : and by her begit a foil, whole name was 
llyravms, a; we laid before. And, when this 
his youogcif: lbn Ihewcd, at thirteen years old, 
a mind that was both courageous and wife, 
mul was greatly envied by his brethren, as be¬ 
ing of a genius much above them, and fuch an 
one as they might well envy, Jofeph had once a 
mind to know which of his foils had the beft 
difpolition to virtue; and when he fent them l 
foverally to thofe that had then the hell repu¬ 
tation for inflruftiug youth, the reft of his. 
children, by reafon of their doth, and unwill¬ 
ing nds to take pains, returned to him foolilh 
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and unlearned. After them he fent out the 
youngeft, Hyrcanus; and gave him three hund¬ 
red yoke of oxen, and bid him ™ 
journey into the wildernefs, and 
there, and yet kept back private 
of the oxen that coupled them toge 
Hyrcanus came to the place, an^ ,.uu f 'Ji u<id 
no yokes with him, he contemned the drivers 
of the oxen, who advifed him to fend fome to 
| his father, to bring them fome yokes ; but he 
: thinking that he ought not to lofc his time, 
i while they Ihould be fent to bring him the 
yokes, he invented a kind of.ftra" igem, and what 
l’uited an age elder than his own: for he flew 
ten yoke of the oxen, and diftributed their flelh 
among the labourers, and cut their hides into 
i'cveral pieces, and made him yokes, and yok¬ 
ed the oxen together with them ; by which 
means he fowed as much land as his father had 
appointed him to fow, and returned to him. 
And when he was come back, his father was 
mightily plcafed with his fagacity, and com¬ 
mended the fharpnefs of his underiimding, and 
his boldnefs, ir what he did. And he ftili 
loved him the more, as if he were his only 
genuine fon, while his brethren were much 
troubled at it. 

7. But when one told him, that Ptolemy 
had a fon juff born, and that all the principal 
men of Syria, and the other countries lubjedl 
to him, were to keep a feftival, on account of 
the child’s birth-day, and went away in hafte 
with great retinues to Alexandria, he was him- 
fclf indeed hindereef from going by old age ; 
but he made trial of his Ions, whether any of 
them would be willing to go to the king. And 
when the elder fons cxcul'ed themfelves from 
i going, and faid, they were not courtiers good 
' enough for fuch converfation, and advifed him 
to fend their brother Hyrcanus, he gladly 
hearkened to that advice; and called Hyrca¬ 
nus, and afked him, Whether he could go to 
the king? and whether it was agreeable, to 
him to go, or not ? and upon his promife^that 
he would go, and his faying that- lie IJioukl 
not want much money for his jomlfoy, bc- 

caufc 
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caufe he would live moderately, and that ten 
thoufand drachmae would be fufficient, he was 
pleaded with his Ton’s prudence. After a little 
while,, the Ton advifed his father not to fend 
his •'■•"(c.'ts to the king from thence, but to 
give him a letter to his fteward at Alexandria, 
that he might furnifh him with money, for 
purchafing what Ihould be mod excellent and 
mod precious. So he thinking that the ex¬ 
pence of ten talents would be enough for pre- 
fents to be made the king, and commending 
his Ton, as giving him good advice, wrote to 
Arion hri fteveard, that managed all his money- 
matters at Alexandria (which money was not 
lets than three thoufand talents) on his account; 
for Jofeph fent the money he received in Syria 
to Alexandria. And when the day appointed 
for the payment of the taxes to the king came, 
he wrote to Arion to pay them. So when the 
fon had afked his father for a letter to this 
fteward, and had received it, he made ha lie to 
Alexandria. And when he was gone, his breth¬ 
ren wrote to all the king’s friends, that they 
Ihould deftroy him. 

8. But when he was come to Alexandria, 
•he delivered his letter to Arion, who afked 
him, how many talents he would have ? (hoping 
he would afk for no more than ten, or a little 
more) he faid, he wanted a thoufand talents. 
At which the fteward was angry, and rebuked 
him, as one that intended to Jive extravagant¬ 
ly ; and he let him know how his father had 
gathered together his eftate by pains-taking 
and refilling his inclinations, and wifhed him 
to imitate the example of hi9 father : he affur- 
ecl him withal, that he would give him but ten 
talents, and that for a prefent to the king alfo. 
The fon was irritated at this, and threw Arion 
into prifon. But when Arion’s wife had in¬ 
formed Cleopatra of this, with her intreaty, 
that lbe would rebuke the child for what he 
had done (for Arion, was in great efteem with 
her) Cleopatra informed the king of it. And 
Ptolemy fent for Hyrcanus, and told him. That 
“ h‘e wondered, when he was fent to him by 
his fefclpr, that he. had nqt yet come into his 
prefence, but had laid the fteward in prifon.” 

'No. XVIII. 
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And he gave order, therefore, tine he ihould 
come to him, and give an account of the reafon of 
what he had done. And they to/m, that thean- 
fwer he made to the king’s mctf'iiger was this : 
That “ there was a law of hi , that‘forbad a 
child, that was born, to taftcof the laitifice, be¬ 
fore he had been at the temple and facrifaced 
to God. According to which way of reafoil¬ 
ing he did nor. himielf come to him, in expec¬ 
tation of the prefent he was to make to him, as 
to one who had been his father’s ,benefa£lor; 
and that he had punifhed the Have for dif- 
obeying his commands, for that it mattered 
not whether a mailer was little or great: So 
that unlefs we punifh fuch as thefe, thou thy- 
felf mayeft alfo expert to be delpifed by thy 
fubjedts.” Upon hearing this his anfwer, he 
fell a laughing, and wondered at the great 
foul of the child. 

9. When Arion was apprifed that this was 
the king’s difpoiition, and that he had no way 
to help himfelf, he gave the child a thoufand 
talents, and was let out of prifon. So after 
three days were over, Hyrcanus came and 
faluted the king and queen. They faw him 
with plealure; and feafted him in an obliging 
manner, out of the rclpcct they bare to his 
father. So he came to the merchants privately, 
and bought an hundred hoys, that had learn¬ 
ing, and were in the flower of their ages, each 
at a talent a-piecc; as alfo he bought an hun¬ 
dred maidens, each at the fame price as the o- 
ther. And when he was invited to fcaft with 
the king among the principal men of the count¬ 
ry, he fat down the loweft of them all, becaufe 
he was little regarded, as a child in age ftill; 
and this by thofe who placed every one ac¬ 
cording to their dignity. Now when all thofe 
that fat with him had laid the bones of the fe- 
veral .parts on an heap before Hyrcanus (for 
they had thcmfelves taken away the flefh be¬ 
longing to them) till the table-where he fat was 
full with them, Trypho, who was the 
king’s jefler, and was appointed for jokes and 
laughter at feftivals, was now afked by the 
guefta that fat at the table [to expofe him to 

laughter.] 

? I 
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laughter.] So he flood by the king, and faid, 
“ Doft thou not ftc, my lord, the bones that 
lie byHyrcanus ? By tins limilkude thou raayeft 
conjecture that Ids father made all Syria as bare 
as he hath made thefe bones.” And the king, 
laughing at what Trypho faid, and afking of 
Ifyrcanus, “ How he came to have fo many 
hones before him ?” He replied, “ Very right¬ 
fully, my lord: for they are dogs that eat the 
flefh, and the bones together, as thefe thy 
guefts have done (looking in the mean time at 
thofe guefts) for there is nothing before them ; 
but they are men that eat the ftcfh, and caft 
away the hones, as I, who am alfo a man-, 
have new done.” Upon which, the king won¬ 
dered at his anfwer, which was fo wifely made ; 
and bid them all make an acclamation, as a 
mark of their approbation of his- jeft, which 
was truly a facetious one. On the next day, 
Hyrcanus went to every one of the king’s 
friends, and cf the men powerful at court, and 
fainted them ; but ftill enquired of the fervants 
what prefent they would make the king on his 
ion’s birth-day? and when fome faid, that they 
would give twelve talents, and that others of 
greater dignity would every one give according 
to the quantity of their riches, he pretended to 
every one of them to be grieved, that he was not 
able to bring fo large a prefent, for that he had 
no more titan five talents. And when the 
fervants heard what he faid, they told their 
mailers ; and they rejoiced in the proipe< 3 : that 
Jofeph would be difapproved, and would make 
the king angry, by the fmallnefs of his prefent. 
When the day came, the others, even thofe 
that brought the molt, offered the king not a- 
bove twenty talents; but Hyrcanus gave to 
every one of the hundred hoys, and hundred 
maidens, that he had bought, a talent a--piecc, 
for them to carry, and introduced them, the 
'boys to the king, and the maidens to Cleopatra; 
every body wondering at the uncxpe&ed rich*, 
nefs of the prefents, even- the king and queen 
themfelves. He alfo prefented thofe that at¬ 
tended about the king with gifts, to the value 
©f a great number , of talents, that he might 
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efcape the danger he was in from them ; for to 
thefe it was that Hyrcanus’s brethren had writ¬ 
ten to deftroy him. Now Ptolemy wondcrld at 
the young man’s magnanimity ; 
ed him to afk what gift he p’ 
deftred nothing elfe to be done 
king, than to write to his father, 
abqut him. So when the king uau paid him 
very great refpedts, and had given him very 
large gifts, and had written to his father, and 
his brethren, and all his commanders, and of¬ 
ficers, about him, he fent him away. But 
when his brethren heard that Hyrcanus had 
received fuch favours from the king, and was 
returning home with great honour, they went 
to meet him, and to deftroy him, and that 
with the privity of their father; for he. was 
angry at- him for the [large] fum of money 
that he beftowed for prefents, and fo had no 
concern for his prefervation. However, jofeph 
concealed the anger he had at his Ion, out of 
fear of the king. And when Hyrcanus’s breth¬ 
ren came to fight him, he flew many others 
of thofe that were with them; as alfo two of 
his brethren themlelves: but the reft of them 
efcaped to Jerufalem to their father. But when 
Hyrcanus came to. the city, where nobody 
would receive him, he was afraid for himfelf, 
and retired beyond the river Jordan, and there 
abode; but obliged the Barbarians to pay their 
taxes.. 

10. At this time Seleucus, who was called 
Soter , reigned over Afia, being the fon of An- 
tiochus the Great. And [now] Hyrcanus’s 
father Jofeph died. He was a good man, and 
of great magnanimity ; and brought the Jews 
out of a ftate of poverty and meannefs, to one 
that was more fplendid. He retained the farm 
of the taxes of Syria and Phenicia, and Samaria, 
twenty-two years.. ■ His uncle alfo, Qnias, died 
[about this time] and left the high priefthood 
to his fon Simon. And ,when he was dead, 
Onias his fon fucceeded him in that dignity. 
To him it was that Areus, king of the .Lacede¬ 
monians, fent an ambaffage, with an. eplftle; 
the copy whereof here follows: 


Areusf 
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w Areus, king of the Lacedemonians, to Onias, 
fendeth greeting : 

have met with a certain' writing, 

-* have difcovered, that both the 
; Lacedemonians arc of one fiock, 

... v. derived from the * kindred of Abra¬ 
il am : It is bit juft therefore, that you, who 
are our brethren, fliould lend to us about any 
of your concerns as you pleafe. We will alfo 
do the fame thing, and efteem your concerns 
as our own ; and will look upon our concerns 
as in common with yours. Demoteles, who 
brings you this letter, will bring your anfwer 
back to us. This letter is four-fquare ; and the 
leal is an eagle, -with a dragon in his claws.” 

ii. And thde were the contents of the e- 
piftle which was fent from the king of the La- j 
cedemonians. But upon the death of Jofeph, 
the people grew leditiouy, on account of his i 
Ions : For whereas the elders made war again!! j 
Hyrcanus, who was the youngeft of Jofeph’s ! 
ions ; the multitude was di\' led, but the great¬ 
er part joined with on elders in this war; as 
did Simon the high pric. 1 , by re don he was of 
kin to them. However, Hyrcanus determined 
not to return to Jcrufalem any more, but heat¬ 
ed himfelf beyond Jordan; and was at perpe¬ 
tual war with the Arabians, and flew many of 
them, and took many of them captives. He j 
alfo eroded a ftrong o.iftle, and built it entirely j 
of white ftone, to the very roof; and had ani- J 
mals of a prodigious magnitude engraven upon j 
it. Fie alfo drew round it a great and deep 
canal of water. He alfo made caves of many 
furlongs in length, by hollowing a rock that 

* Whence it comes, that theft; Lacedemonians decirre 
themfelves here to be of kin to the’Jews, as derived from 
the fame arxdtor Abraham, 1 Cannot tell, unlefs, as Gro- 
•tius fuppofes, they were derived from the Dotes, tint 
came of the Pehifgi. The fa arc by Herodotus called 
IS \rlariems; and pet haps were derived from the Syrinis 
and Arabians, the poilerity of Abraham, by Keturah. Sec 
Antiq. B. XVI. ch. x. § 22. and Of the War, F>. I. 
>ch. saevi. J >. and Groi- on the i Mac. x.cii. 7. We may 
■farther ohferve, from the ictogmtj ms of Clement, that 
Slicker of Da male \1S, t he/ir-e./W of Abraham, Gen. xv. 2. 
aatl xxiv. was of old by fome taken for his fin. So that if 
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was over againft him ; and then made large 
rooms in it, l'ome for fealling, and fume lot 
fleeping, and living in. Fie introduced alfo a 
vail quantity of waters which ran along it, ami 
which were very delightful and ornamental in 
the court. But Hill he made the entrances a; 
the mouth of the caves fo narrow, that no more 
than one perfon could enter by them at once - 
And the realon why he built them after lied 
manner was a good one ; it was for his own 
prefervation, left he fliould he hefieged by his 
brethren, and run the hazard of being caught 
by them. Moreover, he built courts of great¬ 
er magnitude than ordinary, which he adorned 
with vaftly large gardens. And when he had 
brought the place to this Hate, he named it 
Tyre. This place is between Arabia and |u- 
; dea, beyond Jordan, not far from the country 
of Fleflibon. And he ruled over thole parts 
forfeven years, even all the time that Sekucus 
was king of Syria. But when he was dead, his 
t brother Antiochus, who was called Epiplum,, 

\ took the kingdom. Ptolemy alfo, the king of 
Egypt, died, who was bciides called Epiplants. 
He left two ions, and both young in age.; the 
elder of which was called Thi Ionic tor, and the 
younger Phyp on. As for Hyrcanus, when he 
law that Antiochus had a great army, and 
feared left he fliould he caught by him, and 
brought to punilhment for what he had done 
to the Arabians, lie ended his life, and flew 
himfelf with his own hand ; while Antiochus 
icized upon all his iubflamc, 

C H A P. 


the Lacedemonians weir (pining fiom Li n, they might 
think ihemfelvts to be of the poflciitv of Abmh.tm, a. 
well as the Jews, w!io were (prune; liom lib, c. Atid 
perhaps this The.. ei ol Damafcus is that ve’y D.iniukus, 
whom Trogus Pompciu,, as abudgul by Jullm, nukes 
the founder of tilt Jcwiih nation ill. If, though he after¬ 
ward blunder,, and makes Azehu, Adori-., Ain alum, 
and Ifinel, kings of Jmie.t, and jfucccflor. to tins n.trn.iL 
u::>. ft may no! be improper to obier1■ fairhei, that 
Moles Chereacr>n httlory of the Armenians, in¬ 
forms us, that toe naflim of the Fa. ci.laid; wts alio St¬ 
rived from Abraham, by Kctuiah and ht r childteu. 
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C H A P. V. 

How, upon the Quarrels of the Jews one again ft 
another about the High Priejlhood , Antiochus 
made an Expedition again]} Jerufalem , took 
tkc City , and pillaged the Temple, and diftref 
fed the Jew 1: As alfo, how many of the 
Jewsforfook the Laws of their Country ; and 
how the Samaritans followed the Cufoms of 
the Greeks , arid named their Temple at Mount 
Gcrizzim , the Temple of Jupiter Hcllenius . 

§ 1. \ BOUT this time, upon the death 

of Onias the high prieft, they gave 
the high priefthood to Jcfus his brother ; for 
that fon which Onias left [or Onias IV.] was 
yet but an infant: and in its proper place we 
will inform the reader of all the circumftances 
that befel this child. But this Jefus, who was 
the brother of Onias, was deprived of the high 
•priefthood by the king, who was angry with 
him, and gave it to his younger brother, whofe 
name alfo was Onias : For Simon had thefe 
three fons, to each of which the priefthood 
came, as we have * already informed the read¬ 
er. This Jefus changed his name to Jafon; 
but Onias was called Mercians. Now, as the 
former high prieft Jelus railed a fedition againft 
Menelaus, who was ordained after him, the 
•multitude w'ere divided between them both. 
And the fons of Tobias took the part of Mene- 
daus, but the greater part of the people aflifted 
Jafon ; and by that means, Menelaus and the 
tons of Tobias were diftreffed, and retired to 
Antiochus, and informed him, that they were 
defirous to leave the laws of their country, and 

* Wc have hithrr'o had bu f a few of thofe many cita¬ 
tions where Joiephus fiys, that he had eifewhere former¬ 
ly treated of many tilings, of which yet Ins prefent books 
■ ave not a fyll.ibie. Out commentators have hitherto been 
-.hie to give no tolerable account of thefe citations, which 
ire far too numerous, and that ufually in all his copies 
both Gieck and Litin, to be fuppofed later interpolations, 
which is aim oft all that has been hitherto faitl upon this 
occafion. What I have to fay firthcr is thie, that we 
hive til .-cry few of thefe references before, and very ma¬ 
ny r> ard after the hiftory of Antiochus Epiphanes 5 and 
that Jeff ohm’s fir ft work, the Hebrew or Chaldee, as 
well •. r't; Greek hiftory of the Jewifh War, long fince 
loft, began with that very hiftory; fo that the references 
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the Jewifli way of living, -according to them ; 
and to follow the king’s laws, and the Greran 
way of living: "Wherefore they defired hi& per- 
miflion to build them a f Gymnafmm at Jer¬ 
ufalem. And When he had given H cm Pave, 
they alfo hid the circumeifion of then genitals, 
that even when they were naked *hey might 
appear to be Greeks. Accordingly they left off 
all the cuftoms that belonged to their own 
country, and imitated the pra&ices of the o- 
ther nations. 

2. Now Antiochus, upon the agreeaK fili¬ 
ation of the affairs of his kingdom, refused to 
make, an expedition againft Egypt, both be- 
caufe he had a defire to gain it, and boeiufe he 
contemned the fon of Ptolemy, as now weak, 
and not yet of abilities to manage affaiis of fuch 
confequence; fo he came with great forces to 
Pelufium, and circumvented Ptolemy Philome- 
tor by treachery, and feized upon Egypt. He 
then came to the places about Memphis; and 
when he had taken them, he made hafte to 
Alexandria, in hopes of taking it by fiege, and 
of fubduing Ptolemy, who reigned there. But 
he was driven not only from Alexandria, but 
out of all Egypt, by the declaration of the R01- 
mans, who charged him to let that country 
alone; according as I have elfewhere formerly 
declared. I will now give a particular account 
of what concerns this king, how he fubdued 
Judea and the temple ; for in my former work 
I mentioned thofe things very briefly, and have 
therefore now thought it neceffary to go over 
that hiftory again, and that with great accu¬ 
racy. 

3. * King 

are moil probably made to that edition of the feven books 
of the War. See feveral other examples, befides thojfe in 
the two feftions before us, in Antiq. B. XIII. chap. ii. 

§ I, 4. and chap. iv. § 6, 8. chap. v. § 6, u. chap. viii. 

§ 4- and chap. xiii. § 4, 5. and Antiq. 13 . XVIII. chap. ii. 

§ v. _ 

f This word Gynvtafium properly denotes a place where 
the exercifes were performed naked, which, becaufe it 
would naturally diftinguifh circumcifcd Jews from uncir- 
cumcifed Gentiles, thefe Jewifh apoftates endeavoured to 
appear uncircumcifed, by the means of a chirurgical opera¬ 
tion, hinted at by St Paul, 2 Cor. vii. 18. and deferibed 
by Celfus, 13 . VII- chap. xkv. as Dr Hud fon here informs 
us. 
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3. * King Antioehus returning out of E- j 
gypt, for fear of the Romans, made an expc- | 
Trion againft the city Jcrufdem; and when j 
lie was there, in the hundred forty and third j 

ryeac of tK-e kingdom of the Selucidne, he took | 
the city*’ without fighting, thofc of his own 
party opening the gates to him. And when j 
lie had gotten poiTcflion of Jerufalem, he Hew 
many of the oppofitc party ; and when he had 
plundered it of a great deal of money, he re¬ 
turned to Antioch. 

4. Now it came to pafs after two years, in 
the hundred forty and fifth year, on the twen¬ 
ty-fifth day of that month, which is by us cal¬ 
led ChaJIeu , and by the Macedonians Jpdleus, 
in the hundred and fifty-third olympiad, that 
the king came up to Jerufalem, and, pretend¬ 
ing peace, he got poffefftou of the city by 
treachery: at which time he fpared not fo 
much as thole that admitted him into it, on 
account of the riches that lay in the temple ; 
but, led by his covetous inclination (for he law i 
there 3vas in it a great deal of gold, and many 
ornaments that had been dedicated to it of very 
great value) and in order to plunder its wealth, 
he ventured to break the league he had made. 
Bo he left the temple bare ; and took away the 
golden candleftieks, and the golden altar [ofin- 
r.enfe] and table [of fhew-bread] and the altar 
[of burnt offering]; and did not abftain from 
even the vails, which were made of fine linen 
and fcarlet. He alfo emptied it of its fecret 
treafures, and left nothing at all remaining ; 
and by this means call the Jews into great 
lamentation, for he forbad them to offer thofc 
daily facrificcs which they ufed to offer to 
God, according # to the law. And when he j 
had pillaged the whole city, fome of the inha- ; 

* Hereabout- Jofephus begins to follow the firft booh of 
the Maccabees, a mod excellent and molt authentic hif- 
tory; and accordingly it is here, with great fidelity and 
exattnefs, abridgeu by him : between whofe preterit-copies 
there fcem to be fewer variations than in any other facred 
Hebrew book of the Old Teftamerft whatfoever (for this 
book alfo was originally written in Hebrew) which is very 
-natural, beeaufe it war- written fo much neartr to the times 
of Jofephua than the reft: were. 

f This citadel, of which we have fuen frequent men¬ 
tion in the following hiftory, both in the Maccabees, and 
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bitants he flew, and bane he can led captive, 
together with their wives and children ; fe that 
the multitude of thole captive:; that were taken 
alive amounted to about ten tboufind, If; 
alio burnt down the fin ell buildings; .and when, 
he had overthrown the city walls, he built y a 
citadel in the lower part of the city, fi-r the 
place was high and overlooked the temple: ou 
which account he fortified it with high walls, 
and towers, and put into it a garrifon of Mace¬ 
donians. However, in that citadel dwelt the 
impious and wicked part of the [Jewilh] mul¬ 
titude, from whom it proved that the citizens 
fuffered many and fore calamities. And when 
the king had built an idol altar upon God’s al ¬ 
tar, he flew fwinc upon it; and fo offered a fa- 
crifiee, neither according to the law, nor the 
Jewifh religious worihip in that country. He 
alfo compelled them to forfake the worihip 
which they paid their own God, and to adore 
thofc whom he took to be gods ; and made 
them build temples, and raifie idol altars in 
every city and village, and oiler fwinc upon 
them every day. lie alfo commanded them 
not to circumcife their ions, and threatened 
to pimiflr any that ihould be found to have 
tranfgrefled his injunction. He alfo appointed 
ovcrleers, who fhould compel them to do what 
he commanded. And indeed many Jews there 
were who complied with the king’s; commands, 
either voluntarily, or out of fear of the penalty 
that was denounced : But the heft men, and 
thole of the nobleft fouls, did not regard him; 
but did pay a greater refpect to the cuftoms of 
their countrv, than concern as to the puniih- 
ifhment which he threatened to the difobedient; 
on which account they every day underwent 

great 

in JofepliUR, feerns to have been a cattle buih on an hill, 
lower than mount Zion, though upon its Ikirts, and high¬ 
er than mount Moriah, but between them both-, which 
hill the enemies of the Jews now got pofsbftton of, and 
■built on it this citadel, and tonified it, till a good whig; 
afterwards the Jews regained it, demolilhed it, and level¬ 
led the hill itfclf with tiie common ground, that their ene¬ 
mies might no more recover ic, and thence tnignt over¬ 
look the temple itfclf, and do th-'m fuch mifehief as they 
had long undergone from it, Atiticj, B. X 3 IL chap. >i, )(■. 

r K 
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great mil'eric 0 , and hitter torments; for which 
they were whipped with rods, and their bodies 
were tom to pieces, and were crucified, while 
they weic Hill alive and breathed: They alio, 
ftranglcd thole women and'heir fons whom they 
had cirmmcikd, as the king had appointed, 
hanging their Ions about their necks as they 
were upon the erodes. And if there were any 
facred books, or the law found, it was deftroy- 
ed, and thole with whom they were found rni- 
ierably perilhed aifo. 

W hen the Samaritans faw the Jews under 
thel'e fufierings, they no longer confeflcd that 
they were of their kindred, nor that the temple 
on mount Gcrizzim belonged to Almighty God, 
This was according to their nature, as we have 
already fhewn. And they now faid, that they 
were a colony of Medes and Perfians: and in¬ 
deed they were a colony of theirs. So they 
fent ambalhtdors to Anticchus, and an epiftle; 
whofe contents are thefc : “ To king Antiochus 
the god, Epiphancs, a memorial from the Si- 
donians, who live at Shechem. Our fore¬ 
fathers, upon certain frequent plagues, and as 
following a certain ancient fuperftition, had a 
cuftom of obferving that day which by the 
Jews is called the Sabbath. And when they 
had ereded a temple at the mountain called 
Go Aw A, though without a name, they of¬ 
fered upon it the proper lacrilices. Now upon 
the juft treatment of thefe wicked Jews, thofe 
that manage thy affairs, fuppofmg that we were 
cf kin to them, and prudifed as they do, make 
us liable to the fame accufations, although we 
be originally Sidonians, as is evident from the 
public records. We therefore bel’eeeh thee, 
our benefador and faviour, .to give order to 
Apollonius, the governor of this part of the 
country, and to Nicanor, the procurator of thy 
affairs, to give us no difturbance, nor to lay 
to our charge what the Jews are accufcd for, 
fmee we are aliens from their nation, and from 
their cufloms; but let our temple, which at 

* This allegation of the Samaritan? is rem ukable, that 
though they were not Jews, yet did they, from ancient 
times, obltrve the Sabbath-day, and, as they elfewkere 
pretend, the fabhatic year alfo, Antiq. B. XII. chap. viii. 
\ C. 


prefent hath no name at all, be named The 
Temple of Jupiter Heilenius. If this were once 
done, w t c fhould be no longer diflurbeup-hut 
fhould be more intent on our own occupations 
with quietnefs, and fo bring in a greater re¬ 
venue to thee.” When the Samaritans had 
petitioned for this, the king fent them back the 
following anfwer, in an epiftle : “ King Anti¬ 
ochus to Nicanor. The Sidonians, who live 
at Shechem, have fent me the memorial in- 
elofed. When therefore we were advifing with 
our friends about it, the meflengers fent by 
them reprefented to us, that they are no way 
concerned with accufations which belong to the 
Jews, but chufe to live after the cuiloms of 
the Greeks. Accordingly we declare them free 
from fuch accufations, and order, that, agree¬ 
able to their petition, their temple be named 
The Temple of Jupiter Heilenius." He alfo fent 
the like epiftle to Apollonius, the governor of 
that part of the country, in the forty-fixth 
year, and the eighteenth day of the month 
Hecatombeon. 


C I-I A P. VI. 


Ho 


IV 


upon Antiochus's Prohibition to the Jews 
to make Ufe of the Laws of their Country , 
Mat tat bias , the Son of Afamoneus, alone 
dtfpifed the King , and overcame the Generals 
of Antioc bus's army : As alfo, concerning the 
Death cf Mattathias, and the Succeffwn of 
Judas . 


§ 


i. 


N 


OW at this time there was one whole 
name was Mattathias , who dwelt 
at Modin, the fon of John, the fon of Simeon, 
the fon of Afamoneus, a prieft of the order of 
Joarib, and a citizen of Jerufalem. He had 
five fons, John, who was called Gaddis , and 
Simon, whowas caWe&Mattbes, and Judas, who 
was called f Maccabeus , and Eleazar, who was 

called 


f That tills appellat ion of Maccabee was not firft of all 
given to Judas Maccabseus, nor was derived fromany in¬ 
itial letters of the Hebtew words on hi s bann er > Afi Kn- 
tnoka Be Eliin, Jehovah t Wha is like unto tht e atnong the 

gods'; 
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called Auran , and Jonathan, who was called 
Apphus. Now this Mattathias lamented to his 
chbdfen the lad date of their affairs, and the 
ravage made in the city, and the plundering of 
i the temple, and the calamities the multitude 
were under; and he told them, that it was 
better ion them to die for the laws of their 
country, than to live lb inglorioufly as they 
then did. 

2. But when thofe that were appointed by 
the king were come to Modin, that they might 
compel the Jews to do what they were com¬ 
manded, and to enjoin thofe that were there to 
offer facrihce, as the kiug had commanded, 
they defxred, that Mattathias, a perfon of the 
greateb character among them, both on other 
accounts, and particularly on account of fuch 
a numerous, and fo deferving a family of chil¬ 
dren, would begin the facrifice; becaufe his 
fellow-citizens would follow his example, and 
becaufe fuch a procedure would make him ho¬ 
noured by the king. But Mattathias faid, “ He 
would not do it; and that if all the other na¬ 
tions would obey the commands of Antiochus, 
either out of fear, or to pleafe him, yet would 
not he nor his Tons leave the religious worfhip 
of their country.” But as fooo as he had end¬ 
ed his fpeech, there came one of the Jews into 
the midd of them, and facrificed, as Antiochus 
had commanded. At which Mattathias had 
great indignation, and ran upon him violently, 
with his fons, who had lwords with them, and 
Hew both the man himfelf that facrificed, and 
Apelles, the king’s general, who compelled them 
to facrifice, with a few of his foldiers., He al¬ 
io overthrew the idol altar ; and cried out, “ If, 
laid he, any one be zealous for the law's of his 
country, and for the worfhip of God, let him 
follow me.” And when he had faid this, he 
made hade into the defart, with his fons, and 
left all his fubdance in the village.. Many o- 
thers did the fame alfo, and fled with their chil¬ 
dren and wives into the defart, and dwelt in 
caves. But when the king’s generals heard 

gods, 0 Jehovah ? Exod. xv. 11. as the modern Rabbins 
vqinly pretend. See Authent. Rei_. part 1 . p. 205, 206. 
Only we may note, by the way, that the original name of 
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this, they took all the fon.es they (hen had in 
the citadel at Jerulalem, and purfued the Jews 
into the defart; and when they had overtaken 
them, they, in the fird place, endeavoured to 
perfuade them to repent, and to rbule what 
was mod for their advantage, and not put them 
to the neceffity of ufing them according to the 
law of war. But when they would not comply 
with their perfuafions, but continued to be of 
a different mind, they fought againd them on 
the Sabbath-day ; and they burnt them, as they 
were in the caves, without rciidancc, and with¬ 
out fo much as bopping up the entrances of 
the caves. And they avoided to defend them- 
felves on that day, becaufe they were not wil¬ 
ling to break in upon the honour they owed 
the Sabbath, even in fuch didredes; for out¬ 
law requires that we red upon that,day. There 
were about a thoufand, with their wives and 
children, who were fmothered, and died in 
thefe caves ; but many of thofe that efcaped, 
joined themfelvcs to Mattathias, and appointed 
him to be their ruler, who taught them to fight 
even on the Sabbath-day ; and told them, That 
“ unlefs they would do fo, they would become 
their own enemies, by obferving the law [fo 
rigoroufly] ; while their adversaries would dill 
affault them on this day, and they would not 
then defend themfelvcs; and that nothing could 
then hinder but they mud all periih without 
fighting.” This fpeech perfuaded them. And 
this rule continues among us to this day, that, 
if there be a neceffity, we may fight on Sab- 
bath-.days. So Mattathias got a great army a- 
bout him, and overthrew their idol altars, and 
flew thofe that broke the laws, even all that he 
could get under his power; for many of them 
were difperfed among the nations round about 
them for fear of him. He alfo commanded, 
that thofe boys which were not yet circumcifcd 
fhculd be circumcifed now ; and he diove thofe 
away that were appointed to hinder fuch their 
circumcifion., 

3. But 

thefe Maccabees, and theif pofterity, was Jljamonetms : 
which was derived from Afanioneus, the great grand¬ 
father of Mattathi.u,, as Jofephus here info) ms us. 
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3. But when he had ruled one year, and 
war. fallen into a diftemper, he called for his 
fons, and let them round about him, and laid, 

“ O my fons, I am going the way of all the 
earth, and 1 recommend to you my refolution, 
and befeech you not to be negligent in keeping j 
it, but to be mindful of tlr* delircs of him who 
begpt you and lirought you up, and to preferve 
tfie culloms of your country, and to recover 
your ancient form of government, which is in 
danger of being overturned, and not to be car¬ 
ried away with thole that, either by their own 
inclination, or out of neccffily, betray it; but 
to become fucli fons as are worthy of me, to 
be above all force and ncceHitv, and fo to dif- 
pofe your fouls, as to be ready, when it Ihall 
he me diary, to die for your laws, as fentible of 
this by juft reufoning, that if God fee that you 
are fo dilpofed, he will not overlook you, but 
will have a great value for your virtue, and 
will roftore to you again what you have loft, 
and will return to you that freedom, in which 
vou ihall-live quietly and enjoy your own cuf- 
totns. Your bodies arc mortal, and fubjedft to 
fate ; but they receive a fort of immortality by 
the remembrance of what addons they have 
done. And I would have you fo in love with 
this immortality, that you may purfue after 
glory ; and that, when you have undergone 
the greate'ft difficulties, you may not fcruple, 
for inch things, to lofe your lives. I exhort 
you elpecially to agree one with another ; and 
in what excellence any one of you exceeds an¬ 
other, to yield to him fo far, and by. that 
jneans to reap the advantage of every one’s 1 

■ own virtues. Do you then efteem Simon as 
vour father, bceaufe he is a man of extraordi¬ 
nary prudence, and be governed by him in 
what counfels be gives you. Take Maccakeus 
for the general of your army, becaufc of his 
courage and ftrmgtb ; for he will avenge your 
nation, and will bring vengeance on your ene¬ 
mies. Admit among you the righteous and 
religious, and augment their power.” 

4. When Mattathias had thus difeourfed to 
his fons, and had prayed to God to be their 
affi ft a up and to rc-T. cr to the people their for- 


iffer conftitution, he died a little afterward, and 
was buried at Modin ; all the people making 
great lamentation for him. W hereupon,’Bis 
fon Judas took upon him the adminiflration of 
public affairs, in the hundred forty .and ftxth 
year : And thus, by the ready afliftance of his 
brethren, and of others, Judas caft Jffieir ene¬ 
mies out of the country, a-rwkput thole of their 
own country to death who had tmnfgrefled its 
laws, and purified the land of all the pollu¬ 
tions that were in it. 


C H A P. VII. 

Hoi v ya this overthrew the Forces of yIpoJIo- 
nuts and Seron, and killed the Generals of 
their Annies themfclvcs ; and how, when, 
a little white afterward ., Lyfias and Gorgias 
were beaten , he went up to fenfalem , and 
purified the Temple. 

i.XTTHJiN Apollonius, the general of 
\ V the Samaritan forces, heard this, 
he took his army, and made ha lie to go againil 
Judas ; who met him, and joined battle with 
him, and beat him, and flew many of his men, 
and among them Apollonius himi’elf, their ge¬ 
neral, whofe fword being that which he hap¬ 
pened then to wear, he feized upon, and kept 
for hinvfelf; but he wounded more than he 
flew, and took a great deal of prey from the 
enemies camp, and went his way. But when 
Seron, who was general of the army of Cele- 
fyria, heard that many had joined themfelves 
to Judas, and that he had about him an army 
fufficient for fighting, and for making war, he 
determined to make an expedition againft: him, 
as thinking it became him to endeavour to 
punifh thole that tranfgrefled the king’s in¬ 
junctions. He then got together an army, as 
large as he was able, and joined to it the run¬ 
agate and wicked Jews, and -came againft Ju¬ 
das. He came as far as Bethhoron, a village 
of Judea, and there pitched his camp: Upon 
which Judas met him ; and when he intended 
to give him battle, he faw that his foldiers were 

back- 
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backward to fight, becaufe their number was ! 
fmall, and becauie they, wanted food, for they j 
wcw Tailing, iic encouraged them, and laid 
to them, That u victory and eonqueft of cne- 
gnies is not derived from the multitude in ar¬ 
mies, but in the cxercifc of piety towards God; 
and that tG:y jhad the plained inltances in their 
forefathers, who, by their right eon fuel's, and 
exerting themfelvcs on behalf of their own 
Saws and their own children, had frequently 
conquered many ten thoufands; for innocence 
is the. Urongetl army.” By this fpeech, he in¬ 
duced Idi' men to contemn the multitude of the 
enemy, and to fall upon Seron. And upon join¬ 
ing battle with him, he beat the .Syrians; and 
when their general lell among the red, they all 
ran away with fpeed, as thinking that to he their 
bed way of eicaping. So he purified them 
unto tlac plain, and flew about eight hundred 
of the enemy ; but the red efeaped to the re¬ 
gion which lay near to the fea. 

2. When king Antioehus heard of thefe 
things, he was very angry at what had hap¬ 
pened : So lie got together all his own army, 
with many mercenaries, whom he had hired 
from the Blands, and took them with him, and 
prepared to break into Judea, about the begin¬ 
ning of the fpring. But when, upon his muf- 
tering his foldiers, he perceived that his trea¬ 
sures were deficient, and there was a want of 
money in them ; (for all the taxes were not 
paid, by reafon of the feditions there had been 
among the nations, he having been fo magna¬ 
nimous and fo liberal, that what he had was 
not fufficient for him) he therefore refolved 
drib to go into Per ha, and colled the taxes 
of that country. Hereupon he left one, whole 
name was Lyfias , who was in great reputa 
with him, governor of tha kingdom, as far a/ 
the hounds of Egypt, and of the lower Aha, 
and reaching from the river Euphrates, and 
committed to him a certain part of his forces, 
and of his elephants ; and charged him to bring 
up hjs fon Antioehus with all polTible care, un¬ 
til He came hack ; and that he Ihould conquer 
Judea, and take its inhabitants for flaves, and 
utterly dedroy Jerufalem, and abolilh the whole 


S Q, F THE JEWS. 411 

nation. And when king Antioehus had given 
thefe things in charge to Tyfus, !>. v.v-tt ii.'.o 
Peril,1 ; and, in the limiduo .u.d v 

year, he palled over bandit Ueami v/ent up 
to the ihpeiior provi.vv 

Upon this, In, n.t* cl ofe Go; :mv, the n>n 
o' Dorymencs, and Nh-.mm , and i. wgh’.q wry 
pc tent men among, the kT ;h friends: and de¬ 
livered to them for.y thou' mu four foldiers, 
and feven thoukmd hwf. men, and feis-J them 
againd Judea; who came as fir as t; , city Eta- 
mans, and pitched their camp in the. p: on 
country. There came aid) to them auxii.ati,-s 
out of Syria, and the country round about; as 
alio many of the runagate lews. And be! ides 
thefe came fome merchants, to bur thofe that 
Ihould be carried captives (having bonds v.iih 
them to bind thole that llrmlj he made pi don¬ 
ers) with that 111ver and gold whieli they were 
to pay for their price. And when judas law 
their camp, and how numerous their enemies 
were, he perfuaded his own foldiers to he 0; 
good courage ; and exhorted them to place 
their hopes of vidcry in God, and to make 
^application to him, according to the cuitom 
of their country, clothed in fackcloth ; and to 
fhew wliat was their ufual habit of fupplication 
in the greatcfl dangers, and thereby to prevail 
with God to grant you the videry over your 
enemies. So lie fet them in their ancient order 
of battle, ufed by their forefathers, under their 
captains of thoufands, and other officers : and 
difmifled fitch as were newly mairied, as well 
as thofe that had newly gained potfeffions, that 
they might not light in a cowardly manner, out 
of an inordinate love“oF life, in order to enjoy 
thofe bleflings. When he had thus dil'poled 
his foldiers, he encouraged them to light by the . 
following fpeech, which he made to litem : 
“ O my fellow-foldiers, no other time remains 
myre opportune than the prefertt for courage, 
and contempt of dangers ; for if you now light 
manfully, you may recover your liberty, whieli, 
as it is'a tiling of itlelf agreeable to all men, fo 
it proves to be to us much more definable, by 
its affording us the liberty of worlhipping God. 

5 L Since, 
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Since, therefore, you are in Inch circumftances 
at prelent, that you mutt either recover that 
liberty, and lo regain an happy and blelfed way 
of living, which is that according to our laws, 
and the cuftoms of our country, or to fubmit 
to th.c raoft opprobrious i’ufcrings ; nor will 
any feed of your nation remain, if you be heat 
in this battle. Fight, therefore, manfully ; and 
fuppofethat you muft die, though you do not 
fight. But believe, that beiides inch glorious 
rewards as thol’e of the liberty of your country, 
of your laws, of your religion, you fhall then 
obtain everlufling glory. Prepare vourfelves 
therefore, and put vourfelves into inch an a- 
greeablc pofture, that you may be ready to 
light with the enemy as foon as it is day to¬ 
morrow morning.” 

4. And this was the fpeech which Judas 
made to encourage them. But when the ene- 
hiy lent Corgius, with live thoufand foot, and 
one thouland horlc, that he might fall upon 
Judas by night, and had for that purpofe cer¬ 
tain of the runagate jews as guides, the Ion ol 
Mattathias perceived it, and refolved to fall 
upon thofc enemies that were in their camp, 
now their fort es were divided. When they 
had therefore flipped in good time, and had 
left many lires in their camp, he marched all 
night to thole enemies that were at Emmaus ; 
fo that when Gorgias found no enemy in their 
camp, hut Hb'pedtcd that they were retired, 
and had bidden thetnfelves among the moun¬ 
tains, he refolved to eo and feck them where- 
foever they were. But about break of day 
judas appeared to thofc enemies that were at 
Emmam, with only three thoufand men, and 
thofc ill armed, by rgaion of their poverty ; 
and when he law the enemy very well and 
fkilfully fortified in their camp, he encouraged 
the J civs, and told them, “ That they ought 
to light, though it were with their naked bo¬ 
dies; for that God had fometitnes of old given 
Inch men iTrength, and that againft Inch as were 
more in numlvr, and were armed alio, out of 
regard to their great courage.” So lie com¬ 
manded the trumpeters to louiul for the battle : 
And by thus falling upon the enemies when 


OF T FI E JEWS. 

they did not expedl it, and thereby aftonifhing 
and difturbing their minds, he flew many of 
thofc that refilled him ; and went on purfuing 
tlie reft as far as Gadara, and the plains of 1 • 
dumea, and Ailidod, and Jamiiia ; and of 
thefe there fell about three thouland* Yet did 
Judas exhort his loldiers not to he roo deiirou- 
of tlie fpoils; for that Hill they muft have a 
conteft and a battle with Gorgias, and the 
forces that were with him ; hut that when they 
had once overcome them, then they might 1 Se¬ 
curely plunder the camp, becaufe they were 
the only enemies remaining, and they expect¬ 
ed no others. And juft as he was ipeaking to 
his loldiers, Gorgias’s men looked down iut<s 
that army, which they left in their camp, and 
law that it was overthrown, and the camp 
burnt; for the linoke that arofc from it (hewed 
them, even when they were a great way oft", 
what had happened. When therefore thole 
that were with Gorgias underftood that things 
were in this pofture, and perceived that thole 
that were with Judas were ready to light them, 
they alio were affrighted, and put to llight ; 
but then Judas, as though he had already 
beaten Gorgias’s loldiers without lighting, re¬ 
turned,, and feized on the fpoils. Fie took a. 
great quantity-of gold, and lilver, and purple, 
and blue, and then returned home with joy, 
and binging; hymns to God for their good l'ue- 
cels; for this vibtory greatly contributed to the 
recovery of their liberty. 

5. Hereupon Lylias was confounded at 
the defeat of the army which he had lent, and 
the next year he got together ftxty thoufand 
chofen men. He alio took live thouland horie- 
mcn, and fell upon Judea ; and he went up to 
the hill country at Bethfur, a village of Judea, 
and pitched his camp there, where Judas met 
him with ten thoufand men : And when he faw 
the great number of his enemies, he prayed to 
God, that he would affifthim, and joined bat¬ 
tle with the lirft of the enemy that appeared, 
and beat them, and few about five thoufand of 
them, and thereby became terrible to the reft 
of them. Nay, indeed, Lylias obferving the 

great 
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great fpirit of die Jews, how diey were pre¬ 
pared to die ratlier than lofe their liberty, and 
being afraid of their defperate way of fight¬ 
ing, as if it were real ftrength, he took the reft 
of the army back with him, and returned to 
Antioch, where he lifted foreigners into the 
hr vice, and prepared to fall upon Judea with 
.a greater army. 

6. When therefore the generals of Anti¬ 
och uds armies had been beaten fo often, Judas 
aftcmbled the people together, and told them, 
That “ after thefe many victories which God 
bad given them, they ought to go up to Jcru- 
iiilern, and purify the temple, and offer the ap- 
pointed facrilices.” But as foon as he, with 
the whole multitude, v;as come to Jerufatem, 
and found the temple deierted, and its gates 
burnt down, and plants growing in the temple 
of their own accord, on account of its defer- 
tion, lie and thole that were with him began 
to lament, and were, quite confounded at the 
fight of the temple; to he ehofe out fonte of 
his foldicrs, and gave them order to light a- 
gainft thofe guards that were in the citadel, un¬ 
til lie ftiould have purified the temple* When 
therefore he had carefully purged it, and had 
brought in new veffels, the candleftick, the 
table [of fliew bread] and the altar [of incenfc] 
which were made of gold, he hung up the 
vails at the gates, and added doors to them. 
He alio took down the altar [of burnt offering] 
and built a new one of (tones that he gathered 
together, and not of loch as were hewn with 
iron tools. So on the live and twentieth day 
of the month Cafieu, which the Macedonians 
call Apellciu, they lighted the lamps that were 
on the candleftick, and offered incenfc upon 
the altar [of incenfc] and laid the loaves upon 
the table [of iTaew bread] and offered burnt of¬ 
ferings upon the new altar [of burnt-ollering.] 
Now it fo fell out, that thcle things were done 
oa the very fame day on which their divine 
worftup had fallen off, and was reduced to a 
profane and common ulc, after three years 
time ; for fo it was, that the temple was made 
defoiatc by Antiodius, and fo continued for 
three years. Tliis defolation happened to the ,, 
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temple in the hundred forty and fifth year, on 
the twenty-fifth day of the month Apdleus, 
and on the hundred fifty and third olympiad : 
but it was dedicated a-new on the fame day, 
the twenty-fifth of the month Apcllcus, on the 
hundred and forty-eighth year, and on the 
hundred and fifty-fourth olympiad. And this 
defolation came to pals according to the pro¬ 
phecy of Daniel, which was given lour hundred 
and eight years before ; for lie declared, that 
the Macedonians would diilblve that worfnip 
[lor fome time.] 

7. Now Judas celebrated the feftival of the 
refloration ol the laciihces at the temple for 
eight days; and omitted no fort of pleaiurcs 
thereon : but he leaded them upon very rich 
and fplendid facrilices; and he honoured God, 
and delighted them, by hymns and pfalmsv 
Nay, they were fo very glad at the revival of 
their culiorns, when, after a long time of in- 
tenniftkm, they unexpectedly had regained the 
freedom eS their worftup, that thev made it a 
law for their poileritv, that they ilunild keep 
a feftival on account of the reftoration of their 
temple-worlhip, for eight days. And from 
that time to this we celebrate tins feftival, ami 
call it I.yi. 1 fuppoie the jval'on was, be- 
c^ule this liberty beyond our hopes appeared 
to us; and tout tnonce was the name erven to 
teat feftival. Judas alio rebuilt the walls round 
anout the city ; and reared towers ol great 
height agamft the incuriions of enemies ; and 
let guards therein. He alio fortified the city 
Bethfura, that it might ferve as a cftadel againit 
any diftreftes that might come from our ene¬ 
mies. 

C II A P. AH if. 

How Judas fubdmd the Nations roinnl about; 
and how Simon heal the People (flyre and 
Ptolemais ; and how judas,uverea/ue Ihrto- 
theus , and forced him to Jly away, and did . 
many other 'Things, after Jcfeph and Noarias 
had been beaten 

t. XT THEN the ! c things were over, the 
W nations round about the Jews were 

very 
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very mnui# at the redes’ of their power, and 
role up together, and cldlro) cJ many of them, 
as gaining advantage t»v#x them by hying 
fnares foi them, and making feast coufpiracies 
again ft them. Judas made perpeUn l expedi¬ 
tions aga’nft tinic in.ii, and endeavoured to 
reftrai.i tire in Iroin thofe in u;fi ms, and to pre¬ 
vent the mifbhidl they did tu the Jews. So he 
fell upon the Idume.ms, the polleiIty of JLfau, 
at Aerahattene, and dew a great in my of them, 
and look their fpoih, ] Je eifo ihut up the Tons 
of Bean, lint laid wait tor the Jews; and he 
fat down about them, and behe.nd them, and 
burnt their towers, and deft* e\ <-c, Ge men [that 
were in them]. Alter v n, he .vent thence in 
Iiafte agaiufl the Ammoniip, r bo had a great 
and a numerous army; ol v, hick Timotheus 
was the commander. And when he had fub- 
■ clued them, he hired on the eitv Juzar, and 
took their wives and their children captives, 
and burnt the city, and then return exl into JU"- 
dca. But when the neighbouring nations un¬ 
derflood that he was returned, they got toge¬ 
ther in great numbers, in the 1 md erf Gilead, 
and came again ft thole Jews tli.it were at their 
borders, who then lied to the gariifon of P 
thema; and lent to Judas to inform him, f ■ 
Timotheus was emitavouiing to take tlw ■"'**£ 
whither the) were lied. ' And as th'fe cpif^fcs 
weie leading, tlure came other meileagers out I 
ol Gaiif;who informed him, that the inha¬ 
bit mts Btolcmais, and of Tyre, and Siden, and 
itrangers of Gab!'. 1 -, were gotten together. 

A. 40UD! ::0).Y judas, upon sonfidcring 
what w.r. l:t to tie done, v/ith relation to the 
naceJhfy both thefe calG required, gave order, 
tint Mixon his Mother ihould take three thou- 
fm.i{ ehofeu into, anu go to the aihftance of the 
j.ew-> iii Gaider, while he, and another of his 
broGds, joKitiiau, made halle into the land 
of Gilead, with pight thoufand loldiers. And 
he left jokph, the foil of Zachariar, and Aza- 
ri is, to be over the reft of the forces; and 
charged them to keep Judea very carefully, 
and to fight no hatt'es with any perfons whotn- 
foever until his return. Accordingly Simon 
went into Galilee, and fought the enemy, and 
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put them to flight, and purfued them to the 
very gates ol lkolcn.ais, and flew about three 
thouland of them ; and took the fpoib oPbofe 
that were flain, ami thole jewe v horn u»«-) had 
made captives, with their baggage; and then re¬ 
turned home. 

. 3. Now as for Judas Muccabmis, , , d his 
brother Jonathan, they peftect over t’n liter 
Jordan; and when they had gone three day- 
journey, they light upon the Nahate ms, who 
came to mevl them peaceably, and who teh? 
them how the af’drs of thorn jp the Lnd of 
Gilead flood ; and how many of them were in 
diftrefs, and driven into the ganifens, and into 
the cities of Galilee: and exhoiud him to 
make haftc to go agiinfl the foieigncrs, am" 
to endeavour to h.ve his own countrymen on; 
of their hand:-. ho this cv Imitation Jud.t- 
heaikencd, and i\ Turned into rite v ihh inefs ; 
and in the hrft pLec hi 1 upon the inhabitants 
of Bofor, and took the city, and heat the inha¬ 
bitants, and delliovtd all the males, and all 
that were able to bght, and burnt the city,. 
Nor did he flop, even when night came on; 
hut he jounie’. eft in it to the garrifon, where' 
the Jews hap] er-ed to be tliei. ihut up, anc! 
'here Timotheus lay round the place with his 
oy : And Judas came upon the city in the 
.ning; and when he found that the cue- • 
my wue making an a {fault upon the walls, 
and that fume of them brought ladders, on 
which they might got upon thole walls, and 
that others brought engines [to hatter them] 
he bid the trumpeter to found Ins trumpet, 
and he encouraged his fcldicis cheerfully to 
undergo dangers for the fake of their brethren 
anc! kindred : he alfo parted his army into 
three bodies, and fell upon the hacks of their 
enemies. But when Timcthcus’s men per¬ 
ceived that it was Maccabanis that was upon 
them, of both whofe courage and good {he¬ 
eds in war they had formerly had fufficient 
experience, they were put to flight ; but Judas 
followed them with his army, and flew about 
eight thoufand of them. lie then turned a- 
fide to a city of the foreigners, called Malle , and 

took \ 
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took it, and flew all the males, and burnt the 
city itfeif. He then removed from thence, 
and overthrew Cafphom, and Bofor, and many 
olh'T citit's of the land of Gilead. 

4. But :iot long after this, Timorheus pre¬ 
paid a great army, and took many others as 
nn'.ib.uie'j,-; atvl induced fome of the Arabians, 
by the promile of rewards, to go with him in 
thl't expedition, and came with his army be- 
% oii*l the brook, over again ft the city Raphon : 
And he encouraged his foldiers, if it came to a 
bit tie with the Jews, to fight courageoufly, 
and to hinder their pa fling over the brook; 
for he laid to them before-hand, That “ if they 
come over it, we lb; ill.be beaten.” And when 
Judas heard that Timothcus prepared himfelf 
' > light, he took all his own army, and went 
hi hade again ft Timothcus his enemy ; and 
when he had palled ova" the brook, he fell up- 
■■ n his enemies, and fome of them met him, 
whom he Hew, and others of them he i’o tern- 
lied," that he compelled them to throw down 
?heir arms and fly ; and fome of thele efcaped : 
but fome of them fled to what was called the 
temple at Carnaim, and hoped thereby to pre- 
fcive thcmfelvcs; but Judas took the city, and 
flew them, and burnt the-temple, and fo ufed 
fevcral ways of deftroying his enemies. 

. cW hen he had done this, he gathered 
the Jews together, with their children, and 
wives, and the fubftauce that belonged to them, 
and was going to bring them back into Judea : 
But as Toon as he was come to a certain city, 
vvhofe name was Ephron , that lay upon the 
road (and as it was not poflible for him to go 
any other way, fo he was not willing t <5 go 
back again) he then fent to the inhabitants, 
and delired that they would open their gates, 

* The reafon why Bethflian was called Scythipolis , is 
well known from Herodotus, J 3 . I. p. 105. and Synceilus, 
p. 214. that the Scythians, when they over-ran Afia, in 
the days of Jofiah, feized on this city, and kept it as long 
a:: they continued in Afia, from which time it retained 
the name of S<vthop(-:ii, or the city of the Scythia): s. 

+ This molt pro/idential prdervation of all the religi¬ 
ous Jgws in this expedition, which was according to the 
will of God,.is obfcrvable often among God’s people, the 
jov/f; and fomewhat very like it in the changes of the 
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and permit them to go r n their v 37 through 
the city ; for they haul flopped up the gates 
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, and 

cut 
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city, and flew every male hi it, and burnt it all 
down, and fo obtained a way through it ; and 
the multitude of thole that were flair, was fo 
great, that they went over the dead bodies. 
Bo they came over Jordan, and anived at the 
great plain, ova" ngainft which is innate the 
city Bcthfhan, whkh is called by the Greeks 
* Scytbopolis, And going awav haftily from 
thence, they came into Judea, iinging pfdms 
and hymns as they went, and indulging Inch 
tokens of mirth as are uftial in triumphs upon 
vi&ory. They a!fo offered thank-offerings, 
both for their good fucccfl, and for the pre- 
fervation of their army ; for f not one of the 
Jews was fiain in thcfe battle... 

6 . But as to J*leph, the fou of /Gchailas, 
and Azarias, whom j udas left generals [of the 
reft of the forces] at the fame time when ,Si¬ 
mon was in Galilee, lighting againft the people 
of Ptolemais, and Judas himfclf, and hi-, bro¬ 
ther Jonathan, were in the land of Gifted, 
did thele men alfo afledl the glory of bang' 
courageous generals in war; in order whereto 
they took the army that was under their com¬ 
mand, and came" to Jamnia. There Gorgias, 
the general of the forces of Jamnia, met them ; 
and upon joining battle with him, they loft 
J two thouland of their army, and fled away, 
and werepurfued to the very borders of Judea. 

And 

four monarchies, which were alfo providential. Set; Ihi~ 
deaux, at the years 33J, 333, and 334. 

f Here is another great inftance of Providence, that 
when, even at the very time that Simon and Judas, and 
Jonathan, were fo miraculoufiy preferred, and bleflcd, in 
the juft defence of their laws and religion, thefe other 
generals of the Jews who went to fight for honou., in a 
vain-glorious way, and without any cormniffion fiom God. 
or the fitmily he had rafted up to deliver them, were 
miferaSly difappointed and defeated. See 1 Maccab. v. 
61, 62. 
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And this misfortune bedel them by their dis¬ 
obedience to what in|unb'ions Judas had given 
them, “ Not to fight with any one before his 
return.” for, bolides the leit of Judas’s Saga¬ 
cious comdels, one may well wonder at this 
concerning the misfortune that befel the forces 
commanded by Jol'eph and Azams, which he 
undei Rood would happen, if they broke any 
of the injunctions lie had given them. But 
Judas, and his brethren, did not leave off fight¬ 
ing with the idumeans, but preffed upon them 
on all biles, and took from them the city of 
Hebron, and detnolifhed all its fortifications, 
and let its towers on fire, and burnt the 
country of the foreigners, and the city Mariffa. 
They came alfo to Alhdod, and took it, and 
laid it wafle, end took away a great deal of 
the fpoils and prey that were in it, and re¬ 
turned to Judea. 

C 11 A P. IX. 

Concaving the Death of Antiochus Epiphanes. 
Hoiv Antiochus Eitpator fought againjl Ju¬ 
das , and befit (red hint in the Temple, and af¬ 
terwards made Peace with him , and depart¬ 
ed. Of Alumus and Onias. 

<J i. A BOUT thii time it was that king 
Antiochus, as he was going over 
the upper countries, Leaid, that there was a 
Tory rich city in Pcifia, called Elyutais; and 
therein a very rich temple of Diana, and that 
it was full of all forts of donations dedicated to 
it ; as also weapons and breaft-plates, which, 
upon enquiry, lie found had been left there by 
Alexander, the Ion of Philip, king of Mace¬ 
donia. And being incited by thefe motives, 
he went in hade to Elymais, and affinal ted it, 
and befieged it. But as thofe that were in it 
were not terrified at his affault, nor at his ffege, 
but oppofed him very courageoully, he was 

* Since St Paul, n pharifee, confeflcs, that lie had not 
Jknewn .oncupif ttice, or dtfires, to he finful, had not the 
tenth commandment faid, Thou Jkult mt revet, Rom. vii. 7. 
the cafe teems to have been mjjch the fame with our Jo- 
fephus, who was of the fame feet, that* he had not a deep- 
tuile of the greatnefs of any fins that preweeded no farther 


beaten off his hopes ; for they drove him a- 
way from the city, and went out and purfued 
after him, infomuch, that he fled away as far 
as Babylon, and loft a great many of his army. 
And when he was grieving for this difappoint- 
ment, fome perfons told him of the defeat 
of his commanders whom he had left behind 
him to fight againft Judea, and what ftrengtb 
the Jews had already gotten: When this con¬ 
cern about thefe affairs was added to the foi- 
mer, he was confounded, and, by the anxiety 
he was in, fell into a diftemper, which, as it 
lafted a great while, and as his pains increafed 
upon him, fo he at length perceived he fliould 
die in a little time; fo he called his friends to 
him, and told them, that his diftemper was 
fevere upon him; and confeffed withal, that 
this calamity was fent upon him for the mifer- 
ies he had brought upon the Jewiflr nation, 
while he plundered their temple, and contemned 
their God; and when he had faid this, he 
gave up the ghoft. Whence one may won¬ 
der at Polybius of Megalapolis, who, though 
otherwife a good man, yet faith, “ That An¬ 
tiochus died becaufe he had a purpofe to plun¬ 
der the temple of Diana in Perfia for the 
* purpoling to do a thing, but not actually do¬ 
ing it, is not worthy of puniftiment. But if 
Polybius could think, that Antiochus thus loft 
his life on that account, jt is much more pro¬ 
bable that this king died on account of his 
facrilegious plundering of the temple at Jeru- 
falem. But we will not contend about this 
matter with thofe who may think, that the caufe 
affigned by this Polybius of Megalapolis is 
nearer the truth than that affigned by us. 

■2. However, Antiochus, before he died, 
called for Philip, who was one of his compa¬ 
nions, and made him the guardian of his king¬ 
dom ; and gave him his diadem, and his gar¬ 
ment, and his ring, and charged him to carry 

• them, 

than the intention. However, firlce Jofcphus fpeaks here 
properly of the puniihment of death, which is not in- 
fli£ted by any law either of God or man for the baie in- 
tentidn, his words'necd not be itraihed to mean, that fins 
| intended, but not executed, were no fins at all. 
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them, and deliver them to his Ion Antiochus ; 
and dciired him to take care of his education, 
and to preferve the kingdom for him.* This 
Antiochus died in the hundred forty and ninth 
year : But it was Lyfias that declared his death 
to the multitude, and appointed his fort Antio¬ 
chus to be king (of whom at prefcnt he had 
the care) and called him Enpaior. 

3. At this time it was that the garrifon in 
the citadel at Jerulalcm, with the Jewifh runa¬ 
gates, did a great deal of harm to the Jews ; 
for the foldiers that were in that garrifon rufhed 
out upon the hidden, and dellroyed luch as were 
going up to the temple in order to offer their 
facrilices ; for this citadel adjoined to, and over¬ 
looked the temple. When thefe misfortunes 
had often happened to them, Judas refolved to 
del troy that garrifon ; whereupon he got all the 
people together, and vigoroully befieged thole 
that were in the citadel, 'fins was in the hun¬ 
dred and fiftieth year of the dominion of the 
Seleucidx. So he made engines of war, and 
eretted bulwarks, and very zealoufly preffed on 
;o take the citadel: But there were not a few 
of the runagates who were in the place, that 
went out by night into the country, and got 
together fome other wicked men like them- 
fclves, and went to Antiochus the king, and 
defired of him, that “ he would not fuffer them 
to be negledted, under the great hardfhips that 
lay upon them from thofe of their own nation, 
and this becaufe their fufferings were occafion- 
ed on his father’s account, while they left the 
religious worlhip of their fathers, and preferred 
that which he had commanded them to follow *. 
that there was danger left the citadel and thofe 
that were appointed to garrifon it by the king, 
fhould be taJken by Judas, and thofe that were 
with him, unlefs he would fend them fuccours.” 
When Antiochus, who was but a child, heard 
this, he was angry, and fent for his captains, 
and his friends, and gave order, that they 
fhould get an army of mercenaries together, 
with.fuch men alfo of his own kingdom as tvere 
of dn age fit for war. Accordingly, an array 

* No wonder that Jofephus here deferibes Antiochus 
Eupator as young and wanting tuition when he came to*j 
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was eolle<fted, of about an hundred thoufand 
footmen, and twenty thoufand horfemen, and 
thirty-two elephants. 

4. So the king took this army, and marched 
haftily out of Antioch, with Lyfias, who had 
the command of the whole, and came to Idu¬ 
mea, and thence went up to the city Bcthfura, 
a city that was ftrong, and not to he taken 
without great difficulty; he fat about this city, 
and befieged it. And while the inhabitants of 
Bethfura courageoufly oppofed him, and fallied 
out upon him, and burnt his engines of war, 
a great deal of time was fpent in the fiege. 
But when Judas heard of the king’s coming, 
he raifed the liege of the citadel, and met the 
king, and pitched his camp in certain llraits, 
at a place called Hcthzacbaria , at the diftancc 
of feventy furlongs from the enemy ; but the 
king loon drew his forces from Bethfura, and 
brought them to thofe llraits. And as foon as 
it was day, he put his men in battle-array, and 
made his elephants follow one another through 
the narrow paffes, bccaufe they could not he 
fet fideways one by another. Now round a- 
bout every elephant there were a thoufand foot¬ 
men, and five hundred horfemen. The ele¬ 
phants alfo had high towers [upon their hacks] 
and archers [in them]. And he alfo made the 
reft of his army to go up the mountains, and 
put his friends before the reft ; and gave orders 
for the army to fhout aloud, and lo he attack¬ 
ed the enemy. He alfo expofed to fight their 
golden and brazen fiiieldvS, fo that a glorious 
fplcndor was fent from them ; and when they 
fhouted, the mountains echoed again. When 
Judas faw this, he was not terrified, hut recei¬ 
ved the enemy with great courage, and flew 
about fix hundred of the lirft ranks. But when 
his brother Eleazar, whom they called si u ran, 
faw the talleft of all the elephants armed with 
royal breaft-plates, and fuppofed that the king 
was upon him, he attacked him with great 
quicknefs and bravery. He al f o flew many of 
thofe that were about the elephant, and fcat- 

1 tcred 

* ’ 2 « 

tlie crown-, fmre Appjan informs us, Syriac, p. 177.' that 
he Wjfcs then but nine years old. 
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tcred the reft, and then went under the belly 
of the elephant, and fmote him, and llew him; 
{a the elephant fell upon Eleazar, and by his 
weight cruihcd him to death. And thus did 
this man come to his end, when he had firft 
courageoully deflroyed many of his enemies. 

5. But Judas, feeing the ftrength of the 
enemy, retired to Jerufalcm, and prepared to 
endure a liege. As for Antiochus, he lent part 
of his army to Bethfura to beliege it, and with 
tire reft of his army he came againft Jcrufalem ; 
hut the inhabitants of Bethfura were terrified 
at his ftrength ; and feeing that their provifions 
grew l'c iree, they delivered thcmlelves up on 
the fecuiily of oaths, that they fhould fuffer 
no hard treatment from the king. And when 
Antiochus had thus taken the city, he did them 
no other harm than fending them out naked. 
He alio placed a garrifoti of his own in the city : 
But as for the temple of Jerulalcm, he lay at 
its fiege a long time, while thpy within brave¬ 
ly defended it; for what engines foever the 
king let againft them, they let ether engines 
again to oppofe them. But then their pro- 
viiions failed them; what fruits of the ground 
1 hey had laid up were fpent, and the land being 
not plowed that year, continued unfowed, bc- 
caufe it was the feventh year, on which by our 
laws we arc obliged to let it He uncultivated. 
And withal fo many of the hclieged ran away 
for wint of nccclfarie;;, that but a few only 
were left in the temple. 

6. And thole happened to he the urcum- 
ftances of fuch as were befieged in the temple. 
But then, becaufe Lylias, the general of the 
..rmy, and Antiochus the king, were inform- 
od, that Philip was coming upon them out of 
Pcrfia ; and was endeavouring to get the ma¬ 
nagement of public affairs to himfclf, they came 
into thefc lentiincnts, to leave the liege, and 
to make Italic to go againft Philip: yet did 
they rcfolve not to let this be known to the 
ioldiers, or to the officers: But the king com¬ 
manded Lviias to fpcak openly to the foldiers, 
and the officers, without faying a word about 
the buimeft of Philip; and to intimate to them, 
that the liege would be very long ; 1 • 
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place was very ftrong; that they were already 
in want of provifions ; that many affairs of the 
kingdom wanted regulation ; and that it was 
much better to make a league with the 1 hclieged, 
and to become friends to their whole nation, 
by permitting them to obferve the laws of theft 
fathers, while they broke out into this war r Jt - 
lv becaufe they were deprived of them, and fo 
to depart home. When Lylias had dikouiftd 
thus to them, both the army and the office" 
were plea fed with this refolution. 

7. Accordingly the king lent to Juftsc, 
and to thofe that were befieged with him, and 
promifed to give them peace, and to permit 
them to make' ule of, and live according to the 
laws of their fathers. And they gladly rm i\ t d 
his propolals: and when they had gained i'e- 
cmity upon oath for their performance, they 
went out of the temple. But when Amioehw 
came into it, and law how ftrong the 'place 
was, he broke his oaths, and ordered his army 
that was there to pluck down the walls to the 
ground ; and when he had fo done, he return¬ 
ed to Antioch : he alfo carried with him Onias 
the high prieft, who was alfo called Menelaus; 
for Lylias advified the king to flay Menelaus, 
if he would have the Jews be quiet, and caufe 
him no farther dillurbance ; for that this man 
was the origin of aft the mifehief the Jews had 
done them, by perfuading his father to compel 
the Jews to leave the religion of their fathers: 
lo the king lent Menelaus to Berea, a city of 
Syria, and there had him put to death, when 
he had been high prieft ten years. He had 
been a wicked and an impipus man; and, in 
order to get the government to himfelf, had 
compelled his nation to tranfgrefs their own 
laws. After the death of Menelaus, Alcimus, 
who was alfo called Jacimus , was made high 
prieft. But when king Antiochus found that 
Philip had already poflefled himf if of the go¬ 
vernment, he made war againft him, and fuh- 
dued him, and took him, and llew him. Now 
as to Onias, the fun of the high prieft, who,, 
as we brfoit , ftbimul you, was left a child 
"'hui his father died, when he faw that the 

king 
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Ung had flain his uncle Menelaus, and given 
the high priefthood to Alcimus, who was not 
of the high pricft ftock, but as induced by 
Lyfias togranflate that dignity from this fami- 
' y to another houfe, he fled to Ptolemy, king 
ot Egypt. And when he found he was in great 
i deem with him, and with his wife Cleopatra, 
he defired and* obtained a place in the Nomus 
of Heliopolis, wherein he built a temple like 
to that at Jcrufalem : of which therefore we 
(hall hereafter give an account, in a place more 
proper for it. 

CHAT. X. 

How Bacchides, the General of Demetrius's Ar¬ 
my ., made an Expedition againjl Judea , and 
returned without Succefs ; and how Nicanor 
was fent a little afterward againjl Judas , 
and peri/hed, together with his Army: as 
alfo concerning the Death of Alcimus , and the 
Succejjion of Judas. 

§ i. A BOUT the fime time Demetrius, the 
iJL fon of Seleucus, fled away from 
Rome, and took Tripoli, a city of Syria, and 
fet the diadem on his own head. He alfo ga¬ 
thered certain mercenary loldiers together, and 
entered into his kingdom, and was joyfully re¬ 
ceived by all who delivered themfelves up to 
him. And - when they had taken Antiochus the 
king, and Lyfias, they brought them to him 
alive; both which were immediately put to 
death by the command of Demetrius, when 
Antiochus had reigned two years, as we have 
already elfewhcre related. But there were now 
many of the wicked Jewifh runagates that came 
together to him, and with them Alcimus the 
high pricft, who accufed the whole nation, and 
particularly Judas and his brethren; and faid, 
That “ they had flain all his friends ; and that 
thofe in his kingdom that were of his party, 
and waited for his return, were by them put 

no way probable thatjofephus would call Bac- 
chidts, that bitter and bloody enemy of the Jews, as our 
ffrcfsnt copies have it, » man good, or kind and gentle. 
"Vfthnt the author oftshc firft book of Maccabees, whom Jo- 
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to death ; that thefe men had ejected them out 
of their own country, and cauied them to bo 
fojourners in a foreign land ; and they defired, 
that he would fend fome one of his own friends, 
and know from him, what tftifehief Judas’s 
paity had done.” 

2. At this Demetriu° was very angry, and 
fent Bacchides, a friend of Antiochus Epipha- 
nes, * a good man, and one that had been in¬ 
truded with all Mcfopotamia, and gave him an 
army, and committed Alcimus the high pricft 
to his care ; and gave him charge to Hay judas, 
and thofe that were with him. So Bacchides 
made hafte, and went out of Antioch with his 
army ; and when he was come into JucLi, he 
fent to Judas and his htethren, to dikourfc 
with him about a league of frhrdfhip and 
peace, for he had a mind to take bin, by tiLath¬ 
ery: But Judas did not give cred’t to him ; fur 
he faw that he came with io great mi army as 
men do not bring when they cone to make 
peace, but to make war. However, home of 
the people acquitfccd in what ftacchiiico cauied 
to be proclaimed ; and hippofmg they fhould 
undergo no con Adorable harm from Alcimus, 
who rvas their countryman, they went over to 
them ; and when they had received oaths horn 
both of them, that neither they themfeheg nor 
thofe of the fame fentiments, fhould come to 
any harm, they intruded thcmfclve . wuh them . 
But Bacchides troubled not himielf about the 
oaths he had taken, and flew threcfcore of them, 
although, by not keeping Ins faith with’ theft 
that firft went over, he dtteried all the* reft, who 
had intentions to go over to him, ftom doing' 
it. But as he was gone out of Jerufalem, and 
was at the village called Betlrzetbo , he fent out 
and caught many of the debaters, and fume ol 
the people alfo, and flew them all; and enjoin¬ 
ed all that lived in the country to fubmit to Al¬ 
cimus. So he left him there, •with feme part 
of the army, that lie might have wherewith to 

keep 

fepbushere follows, in Head of that charafter, fir> ofhim* 
is, that 'be was a great mm in the kingdom, and fakhfvi t° 
the kings whicli is very probably Jofephufts meaning alfo. 

SN 
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keep the country in obedience, and returned to 
Antioch to kins; Demetrius. 

3. But Alcimus was deft rout; to have the 
dominion more firmly a flu red to him : And 
underftanding that if he could bring it about 
that the multitude fliould be his friends, lie 
fhould govern with greater i'ecurity, he fpake 
kind words to them all, and difcourled to each 
of them after an agreeable and plcafant manner, 
by which incans, he quickly had a great body 
of men, and an army about him, although the 
greater part of them were of the wicked, and 
the defeat err.. With ihefe, whom he ufed as 
his lervants and foldiers, he went all over the 
country, and flew all that he could find of Ju¬ 
das’s party. But when Judas faw that Alcimus 
was already become great, and had deftroyed 
many of the good and holy men of the coun¬ 
try, he alfo went all over the country, and de¬ 
ftroyed thole that were of the other's party. 
But when Alcimus faw that he was not able 
to oppofe Judas, nor was equal to him in 
flrcngth, he refol/cd to apply himfelf to king 
Demetrius for his afliftance; fo he came to 
Antioch, and irritated him againft Judas, and 
accufed him, alledging that he had undergone 
a great many miferies by his means, and that 
he would do more mifehief, uulefs he were pre¬ 
vented, and brought to punifhment, which muft 
be done by fending a powerful force againft 
mm. 

4. So Demetrius, being already of opinion 
that it would be a thing pernicious to his own 
affairs to overlook Judas, now he was becom¬ 
ing fo great, fent againft him Nicanor, the moft 
kind and moft faithful of all his friends; for 
he it was who fled away with him from the 
city of Rome, He aifo gave him as many 
forces as he thought fuffi'eient for him to con¬ 
quer Judas withal, and bid him not fpare the 
nation at all. When Nicanor was come to Je¬ 
rufalem, he did not refolve to fight Judas im¬ 
mediately, but judged it better to get him into 

* Jof.-phuCfl copies miift have been corrupted when they 
hnre give viifery to Nic mor, contrary to the words follow¬ 
ing, which imply, tint he who was beaten, fled into the 
fjVg which for certain belonged to the city of David, 
01 to mount Zion, and was in the pofleflion of Nicanor’s 
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his power by treachery ; fo he fent ‘him a met 
Cage of peace, and laid, “ There was no man¬ 
ner of neceffity for them to fight, and hazard 
themfeives; and that he would givp him his 
oath, that he would do him no harm ; for that 
he only came with fomc friends, in order to 
let him know what king Demetrius’s intentions 
were, and what opinion he had of their na¬ 
tion.” When Nicanor had delivered this mef- 
fage, Judas ami his brethren complied with 
him, and fufpedting no deceit, they gave him 
afiurances of friendftup, and received Nicanoi 
and his army ; but while he was laluting Judat „ 
and they were talking together, he ga\ e a cer¬ 
tain fignal to his own foldiers, upon which they 
were to feize upon Judas ; but he perceived the 
treachery, and ran back to his own foldiers, 
and fled away with them. So upon this dif- 
covery of his purpofe, and of the fnares laid 
for Judas, Nicanor determined to make open 
war with him, and gathered his army together, 
and prepared for fighting him ; and upon join¬ 
ing battle with him at a certain village called 
Capharfalama , he * beat Judas, and forced him 
to fly to that citadel which was at Jcrufalem. 

5. And when Nicanor came down from the 
citadel unto the temple, fome of the priefts and 
elders met him, and faluted him ; and fhewed 
him the facrifices which they faid they offered 
to God for the king : Upon which he blas¬ 
phemed ; and threatened them, that unlefs the 
people would deliver up Judas to him, upon 
his return he would pull down their temple, 

| And when he had thus threatened them, he de¬ 
parted from Jerufalem : But the priefts fell into 
tears, out of grief at what he had faid ; and be- 
fought God to deliver them from their enemies. 
B.ut now for Nicanor, when he was gone out 
of Jerufalem, and was at a certain village cal¬ 
led jBetborop, he there pitched his camp, ano¬ 
ther army out of Syria having joined him. 
And Judas pitched his camp at Adafa, another 

village, 

gar r lion, and not of Judas’s : As alfo it is contrarytp the 
CJ.prcfs words of Jofepbus’s original author, 1 MactaL. vii, 
3a. who f.tys, that Nicanor loft about 5000 men, and fled 
to, the city of David. 
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village, wilich was thirty furlongs diftant from 
Bethoron, having no more than one thoufand 
foldiers. And when he had encouraged them 
not to be difmayed at the multitude of their 
’ nor to regard how many they were 
tom they were going to light, hut to 
vho themfelves were, and for what 
great rewards "they hazarded themfelves, and 
to attack the enemy couragcoufly, he led them 
out to light; and joining battle with Nicanor, 
which proved to be a fevere one, he overcame 
the enemy, and flew many of them ; and at 
laft Nicanor himfelf, as he was fighting glori- 
oufly, fell. Upon vVhofe fall the army did 
not Hay, but when they had loft their general 
they were put to flight, and threw down their 
arms ; Judas alio purfued them, and flew them ; 
and gave notice by the found of the trumpets 
to the neighbouring villages, that he had con¬ 
quered the enemy ; which, when the inha¬ 
bitants heard, they put on their armour hafti- 
ly, and met their enemies in the face as they 
were running away, and flew them, infomuch, 
that not one of them efcaped out of this bat¬ 
tle, and were in number nine thoufand. This 
victory happened to fall on the thirteenth day 
of that month which by the Jews is called Adar , 
and by the Macedonians DyJIrus: And the 
Jews thereon celebrate this vi&ory every year, 
and efteem it as a feftival day. After which 
the Jewilh nation were, for a while, free from 
wars, and enjoyed peace ; hut afterward they 
returned into their former ftutc of wars and 
hazards. 

6 a But now, as the high prieft Alcimus 
was refolving to pull down the wall of the 
fandtuary, which had been there of old time, 
and had been built by the holy prophets, * he 
was fmitten fuddenly by God, and fell down. 
This ftroke made him fall down lpcechlefs up¬ 
on .the ground ; and undergoing torments for 

* Thi i account of the miferable death of Alcimus or 
Jacimus, the wicked high prieft (the fir ft that was not of 
the family of the high priefts, and made by a vile heathen, 
-Lyfias.)* before the death of Judas, and of Judas’s fuccef- 
fion to him as high prieft, both here and at the conclu- 
ItTof this book, direftly contradicts i Maccab. ix. 54,— 
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many days, he. at length oil. , ...ten he had 
been high prieft four years. And when he 
was dead, the people bellowed the high pi’dl- 
hood on Judas ; who hearing of the power j of 
the Romans, and that they had conquered in 
war Galatia, and Iberia, and Carthage, and 
Lybia, and that, bolides thefe, they had fub- 
dued Greece, and their kings, Perfeus, and Phi¬ 
lip, and Antiochus the Great alii', he refolvcd 
to enter into a league of friend lift p with them. 
He therefoie lent to Rome fume of his friends, 
Kupolcmus the fon of John, and Jafon the foil, 
of Elcazar, and by them uelircd the Romans 
that they would afiift them, and be their friends, 
and would write to Demetrius that lie would 
not fight againft the Jews. * So the fenate re¬ 
ceived the ambaffadors that came to Rome from, 
Jud as, and difeourfed with them about the cr~* 
rand on which they came, and then granted 
them a league of afliftance. 'l'hey alio made a 
decree concerning it, and lent a copy of it in¬ 
to Judea, it was alfo laid up in ihe eapitol, 
and engraven in brafs. The deem it fill' was 
this: “ The decree ol the fenate concerning a 
league of afliftance and uiendlhip with the na¬ 
tion of the Jews. It fhall not be lawful for 
any that are iubjcdl to the Romans to make 
war with the nation of the Jews, nor to afiift 
thole that do fo, either by lending them corn, 
or finps, or money : And if any attack be made 
upon the Jews, the Romans (hall allill them as 
far as they arc able: And again, if any attack 
be made upon the Romans, the Jews lhall a fi¬ 
ll ft them. And if the Jews have a mind to" 
add to, or to take away any thing from this 
league of afliftance, that lhall be done with the 
common confent of the Romans. And what- 
foever addition fhali thus be made, it lhall be of 
force.” This decree was written by F.upole- 
mus the fon of John, and by Jafon the fon of 

lileazat, 

57, which places'his death after the death of Judas, am! 
fays not a fyllable of the Li;:h ptidUiood of judas. 

i How well the Roman hiiloiieti agree to thi-, account 
of the corujuefts and powerful comlmun of the Romaic 
at ftiis time, fee the note-, in Hmrc.iwp’s edition - t eft, 
that the number of the fena'.ors of Home \ei» then pit 
$20, is,’I think, only known from 1 1 >. ;. 
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Eleazar, *' when judas was high prieft of the 
nation, and Simon his brother was general of 
the army. And this was the iirll league that 
the Romans made with the Jews, and was 
managed after this manner. 


C II A V. XI. 

That Bacchidcs -was again f?nt <nit again d Ju¬ 
das ; and how Judas jidl as he was courage- 
. oujly Jighting. 

§ 1 O UT when Demetrius was informed of 
13 the death of Nicanor, and of the de- 
llrudiion of the army that was with him, he 
fent Bacchidcs again with an army into Judea; 
who marched out ?>f Antioch, and came into 
Judea, and pitched his camp at Arbela, a city 
of Galilee ; and having belieged and taken 
thofe that were there in caves (for many of the 
people had fled into fuch places) he removed, 
and made all the haflc he could to Jcrulalem. 
And when he had learned, that Judas had 
pitched his camp at a certain village, whole 
name was Bcthzclho , he led his army againft 
him : They were twenty thouland footmen, 
and two thoufand horlemcn. Now Judas had 
no more loldiers than % one thouland. When 
thefc law the multitude of Bacchidcs’s men, 
they were afraid, and left the camp, and fled 
ail away, excepting eight hundred. Now, when 
judas was deferred by his own loldiers, and the 
enemy pro lied upon him, and gave him no 
pme to gather his army together, he was dif- 
peded to fight with Bacchidcs’s army, though 
lie had hut eight hundred men with him : So 
he exhorted thefc men to undergo the danger 
courageoufly, and encouraged them to attack 
the enemy. And when they laid, they were 
not a body fuflicient to light fo great an army, 
and adviled, that they fhould retire now, and 

f This fubferipcion is wanting, t Maccab. viii. i~, 2<). 
anii mull he the wa-.T, of JoicphiB, who, by miU.ike, 
thought, as we hav^juft now teen, that Judax tens at 
this time liigh pricU, and accordingly then reckoned 
his brother Jonathan to be then genera! oi the army, 
•which yet he feeins not to have been till after the deat’h 
of JuUas. 
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fave themfelves, and that, when he had gather¬ 
ed his own men together, then he fhould fall 
upon the enemy afterwards, his anfwer was 
this, “ Let not the fun ever fee fuch a thing, 
that 1 Ihoukl fliew my back to the enemy ; 
and, although this be the time that will Ring 
me to my end, and I mull; die in this hattie, 
I will rather hand to it ccuragecJufly, and bear 
whatfoever comes upon me, than,-by now 
running away, bring reproach upon my for¬ 
mer great a&ions, or tarnifh their glory.” 
This was the fpeech he made to thole that 
remained with him, whereby he encouraged 
them to attack the enemy. 

2. Bur Bacchidcs drew his at my out of their 
camp, and put them in array for the battle. 
He fet the horlemcn on both the wings, and 
the light loldiers and the archers he placed be¬ 
fore the whole army, but he was himlelf on the 
right wing. And when he had thus put his 
army in order of battle, and was going to Join 
battle with the enemy, he commanded the 
trumpeter to give a fignal of battle, and the 
army to make a lhout, and to fall on the enemy. 
And when Judas had done the fame, he joined 
battle with them ; and as both iides fought 
valiantly, and the battle continued till fun-let, 
Judas law that Bacchides, and tire flrongelt 
part of the army was in the right wing, and 
thereupon took the moft courageous men with 
him, and ran upon that part of the army, and 
fell upon thofe that were there, and broke 
their ranks, and drove them into the middle, 
and forced them to run away, and purfued 
them as far as to a mountain called Aza : But 
when thofe of the left wing faw that the right 
wing was put to flight, they cncompafled Ju¬ 
das, and purfued him, and came behind him, 
and took him into the middle of their army : 
So, being not able to fly, but encompafl'ed 

round 

J That this copy of Jofephus, as he wrote it, had here 
not 1000 but 3000, with 1 Maccab. ix. 5. is very plain; 
beenufe, though the main patt ran away at iirfl, even in 
Jofephus, as well as in i Maccab, ix. 6. yet, as there, fo 
here 800 are laid to have remained with Judas, which 
would he abfurd, if the whole number had been no mo-; 

! than 1600. 
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round aboi'it with encoder, he frond A ill, and | 
he and thofe that were with him fought ; and ! 
when lie had Haiti a great many o r thole th.i* ! 
eline agakdl him, he at lail w.u, kimhdt wound- j 
, y/Qatid fell, and gave up the giiofl, and died ! 
in a way like to his former union'; actions. 
When Judas was dead, tliole tin! were with j 
him had no one whom they could regard [as j 
their commander] ; but when they law them- j 
, Jirlvw; deprived of fucli a general, they lied, j 
But Simon and Jonathan, Judas’s brethren, re¬ 
ceived his dead body by a treaty from the ene¬ 
my, And carried it to the village Modin, where 
their father had been buried, and there buried 
him ; while the multitude lamented him many 


S OF TITT. JEWS. g 2 , 

! ‘-lays, nob pet formed th- ufu.d Alenin Ew; of 
i i in tv»ni to him. f od thi:. was the rmd tiih 

Jnda ; , came to. He had been a man of v t 
hmr, ,i ,id a great warrior, and mindful of the 
commands oi their father iVl,ittaUiiu • mul j ru -j 
in ii! erg one all difi.rnli'e 1 ', boih tn doing and 
lititeiing, for tlit: kbo v of Ins counlrvmcn» 
And when his charade was fo excellent fwhile 
ite was alive] he left behind him a glorious re¬ 
putation and memorial, by gaining freedom, 
ior his nation, and delivering them from Ha- 
very under the Macedonians. And when he 
| had retained the high prieflhood three yeats, 

! he died. 


B O. O K XIII. 

Containing the Interval of Eighty-tree Tea? s. 

| From the Death of Judas Maccabteus to the Death of Queen Alex¬ 
andra.] 


C H A P. I. 

How ‘Jonathan took the Government after his 
Brother Judas ; and how he, together with 
his Brother Simon, waged War again/l lhn- 
chules. 

I I.T 3 Y what means the nation of the Jews 
J3 recovered their freedom when they 
had been brought into flavery by the Macedo¬ 
nians, and what ftruggles, and how great bat¬ 
tles Judas, the general of their army, ran 
through, till he was ffain,' as he was fighting 
for them, hath been related in the foregoing 
book : But after he was dead, all the wicked, 
and .fltofe that tranfgrefied the laws of their 
&jjsfathers, fprang up again in Judea, and grew 
upo^ them, and diftrelfcd them on every fide. 


A Amine tdfo afh^d their wickedneF, and 
a Ill idled the country,-till not a few, who, by 
rcafon of their want of neceflaries, and bccaule 
they were not able to bear up again ft the miier- 
ics that both the famine and their enemies 
: brought upon them, deferted their country, and. 

J went to the Macedonians. And now Bacohi- 
; ties gathered thofe Jews together who had a- 
; poftatized from the accuftomed way of livintr 
of their forefathers, and chofe to live like their 
neighbours, and committed the care of the 
country to them ; who alio caught the friends 
of Judas, and thofe of his party, and delivered 
them up to Bacchiues, who, when he had, in 
the firft place, tortured and tormented them at 
his pleafurc. he, by that means, at length kil- 

s O led 
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led them. And when this calamity of tlie 
fetvs was become io great, as they had never 
had experience ol the 1:See hnce their return 
out of Babylon, thole that remained of tlie 
companions of Judas, feeing that the nation 
was ready to be defrayed after a iniferable 
manner, came to his brother Jonathan, and 
ckhrcd him that he would imitate his brother, 
and that care wlsr. h he took ol his countrymen, 
lor whole liberty in general he died alio ; and 
that he would not permit the nation to be with¬ 
out a governor, eiptvin'dy in thoib dcllrudive 
eircumftances wherein it now was. And when 
Jonathan laid, that he was ready to die for 
them, and was indeed ellecmcd no way inferi¬ 
or to his Anther, he was appointed to he the 
general ol tin- Jew’.lh arnv*. 

2. But when Bacchides heard this, he was 
afraid that jonethan might be m ry truub'efome 
to the km g and the Maeettonians, as judas had 
been before him ; and he lought iiow he might 
flay him be treachery : Bur this intention of his 
was not unknown to Jonathan, nor to his bro¬ 
ther Simon ; but when thole two were apprized 
of it, they took-all their companions, and pre¬ 
sently fled into that wildern-.k which was near- 
eft to the city ; and when (hey were come to 
the lake called sijp!un\ they-abode there. But 
when Bacchides was icnfible that they were in 
a low Bate, and were hwthat place, he halted 
to fall upon them with all his forces, and pitch¬ 
ing his camp beyond jcrcla.*, be rwiwied Ids 
army: But when Jonathan knew that Bac- 
chnkr. was coming upon him, he id fit bis bro¬ 
ther Job;-, \vuo \\ as she called. (u/r/.r' \ ;o the Na¬ 
batean Arabs, that he might lodge his baggage 
with them om"! the battle with Bacchides 
ihoitld be ( ver, vz they were the Jews friends. 
And the Ions c: Ambri laid an funhulh for 
John from the thy Medr.hu, and Hi zed upon 
him, and upon thole that were with him, and 
'plundered all that ’.hey had with them : They 
..tie flew John, and rui Ids companion:!. IIow- 
c rer, they were iuriieieutly puniilied for what 
they now did by Johm’s brethren, us we fhall 
relate p,vfently. 

3- Id’ r when Bacchides knew that Jona¬ 


than had pitched his camp among the lakes of 
Jordan, he obferved when their Sahhath-day 
came, and then aflaulted him, as fuppoltng 
that he would not light heeaufe of the law [for 
re Bing on that day] : But he exhorted his co»' 
panions [to light] ; and told them, that their 
lives were at Hake, lincc they were encompaf- 
led by the river, and hy their enemies, and 
had no way to deape ; for that their enemies 
prefled upon them before, and the river we: 
behind them. 80 after he had prayed to C>'od 
to give them the vidory, he joined battle with 
the enemy, of whom lie overthrew many : and 
as he law Bacchides coining up boldly to him, 
he ftretched out his right hand to finite him ; 
but the other forefeeing and avoiding his Broke, 
Jonathan with his companions leaped into the 
river, and fwam over it, and hy that means 
efeaped beyond Jordan, while the enemy did 
not pals over that river; but Bacchides return¬ 
ed preletjtly to the citadel at jcrulalem, having 
loft about two thoufand of Ids army. I !e all.- 
fortified many cities of Judea, whole walls had 
been dcmoliihed, Jericho, and Mmmaus, and 
Bethoron, and Bethel, and Timna, and Bha- 
ratho, and Tccoa, and Gazara ; and built tow¬ 
ers in every one of thefc cities, and cncom- 
palfed them with flrong walls, that were very 
large alfo ; and put ganifons into them, that 
they might iilur out of them, and do mifehief 
to the Jews. He alfo fortilied the citadel at 
Jeruialcm more than all the reft. . Moreover, 
he took the Ions of the principal Jews as pledges, 
and flint them up in the citadel, and in that 
manner guarded it. 

4. About the fame time one came to Jona¬ 
than, and to hi ; brother Simon, and told them, 
that the Ions of Ambri were celebrating a mar¬ 
riage, and bringing the bride from the city Gaha- 
tha.who was the daughter of oneof the iiluftnous 
men among the Arabians, and that the dainfcl 
was to be concluded with pomp, and fplenclor, 
and much riches : So Jonathan and Simon 
thinking this appeared to be the fitteft time for 
Gem to avenge the death of their brother, and 
that they had forces fufficicnt for receivin g!.;;- 
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tisfaftion from them for his death, they made 
hafte to Medaba, and lay in wait among the 
mountains for the coming of their enemies; 
and as foon, as they faw them conducting the 
.i; ; ariii, and her bridegroom, and fuch a great 
company of their friends with them, as was to 
be expeited at this wedding, they tallied out of 
their ambufli, arid flew them all ; and took 
their ornaments, and all the prey that then fol¬ 
lowed them; and fo returned, and received this 
fiti.dhetion for their brother John from the ions 
eif Ambri ; for as well thole fons thcmlelves, 
as their friends, and wives, and children, that 
followed them, perilled, being in number a- 
bout lour hundred. 

Howrvi-.it, Simon ami Jonathan re¬ 
turned to the lakes of the river, and abode 
there: But Bacchides, when lie had leaned 
all Judea with bis garrilons, returned to the 
king ; and then it was that the affairs of Judea 
were quiet for two years. But when the de- 
ferters, and the wicked, law that Jonathan, 
and thole that were with him, lived in the 
country very quietly, by rcafon oi the peace, 
they lent to king Demetrius, and excited him 
to lend Bacchides to feir.c upon Jonathan, 
which they laid was to he done without any 
trouble, and in one night’s time ; and that if 
they fell upon them before they were aware, 
they might Hay them all. So the king lent 
Bacchides, who, when he was come into Ju¬ 
dea, wrote to all his friends, both Jews and 
aux'd:ares, that they fhould feize upon Jona¬ 
than, and bring him to him ; and when, upon all 
their endeavours, they were not able to feize 
upon Jonathan (for he was fcnlihle of thefnares 
they laid for him, and very carefully guarded a- 
gaintl them) Bacchides was angry at thcle deiert- 
ers, as having impeded upon him and upon the 
king, and flew fifty of their leaders : "Where¬ 
upon Jonathan, with his brother, and thole 
that were with him, retired to Bcthagla, a vil¬ 
lage that lay in the wihlerncl's, out of his fear 
of Bacchides. He alfo built towers in it, and 
encompaffcd it with walls, and took care that 
‘iTWhould he fafely guarded. Upon the hear¬ 
ing of which, Bacchides led his own army 
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along with him, and befides took his Jew iff 
auxiliaries, and came againil Jonathan, and 
made an aflault upon his fortifleatious, and be- 
figged him many days ; hut Jonathan did not 
abate of his courage at the /.cat Bacchidc" 
flawed in the liege, hut courugeoufly op- 
| ' fed him : And while he left Jtis hrotha 
Simon in the city to light with Bacchides, he 
went privately out himlelf hits the country, 
i and got a great body of men together of his 
own party, and fell upon Baeehidcs’s camp in 
the night-time, and dellroyed a great many ox 
them. Ill-, brother Simon knew alio of this 
his iaiimg upon them, bevaufe he perceived 
that the enemies were 1 lain by him ; fo he lal- 
lied out upon tliem, and burnt the engine- 
which the Macedonians tiled, and made a meat 
Ilaughtcr of them. And when Bacchides law 
himlelf encompalled with cncmicx, and feme 
of them before, and fomo behind him, befell 
into delpair, and trouble oi mind, a,confound¬ 
ed at the unexpected ill ficab oi this liege. 
However, he vented his difplcaiure at thclc 
misfortunes uoon tin fa du’erters mho lent for 

i 

him from the ki \g, as having deluded him. 
So he had a inimi to Imilh this f.ege after a 
decent manner, if it were poflible lor him fo 
|| to do, and then to return home. 

6 . W ij nxr Jonathan unde Blood thefe his 
j intentions, lie lent ambaiisdfrs to hirp; about 
a league oi lriendfliip and mutual aUutance, 
and that they might rellore tl i (j i c they had 
| taken captive on both fldcs. So Bacchides 
j thought this a pretty decent way of retiring 
j home, and made a league of fiiendihip with 
!' Jonathan, when they {ware that thc-v would 
not any more make war one ag.'inil . lu.ther. 
Accordingly he i ellorcd the captives, and took 
his own men with him, and re tinned to the 
i king to Antioch ; and after this ids he; .irture 
■ he never came into Judea again. Then did 
Jonathan take the opportunity of this quiet 
Hate of things, and went and lived in the city 
Michmafh ; and there govern: d the multitude, 

I and punifhed the wicked and ungodly, 'arid by 
| that means purged the nation of them. 

I CM A 1 *. . 
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(.HA ft. I'. 

Ilo-iV dllc y Jtrim [/>W.d w bis War with Dc- 
mctruis, granted Jm.itbun tunny yldvanla - 
gr ;, and apt'-in ted lr n t<> be W<jj Pnejand 
per/untied hha to uJQ hbn, although Dm-'- 
irtue t?* v;r. ./ in;;' ryev.n side wtu^es on the 
! t'tcr Sale. * tn. run: ? !tw J lent b fj Ibute- 
•r;n'. 

i X T 0 \V vi the hundred and fiftieth year 
1 \ it Hll out, that Alcvinder, the* ion 
Aipim-hus Epiphanes, came up into Syria, 
ami took fttoleuiais, the foldiers within having 
beiravch it to hint; for they were at emnity 
with Demetrius, on accoimt of his infolence, 
and difficulty of needs; for he Unit liimlelf up 
in a palace of his that had four towers, which 
he had built himfelf, not far from Antioch, and 
admitted nobody. He was withal flothful and 
negligent about the public affairs, whereby the 
hatred of his fubiedls was the more kindled 
ngainft him, as we have elfewherc already re¬ 
lated. When therefore Demetrius heard that 
Alexander was in Ptolcmais, he took his whole 
army and led it againfl him : he alio lent am- 
haffiadors to Jonathan, about a league of mu¬ 
tual abidance and friendship; for he rdolved 
to he hclorc-hand with Akxtndcr, led the o- 
ther (lunlid treat with him hrll, and gain affiil- 
ance from him : And 1 1 li-» Iv did out of the 
fear he had, hh Jonathan ffiould remember 
how ill Demetrius had formerly treated him, 
and ffiould join with him in his war againft 
him. 1 le therefore gave orders that Jonathan 
ffiould be allowed to rude an army, and ihould 
<t ( t armour made, and ffiould receive back thole 
liodtges of the Jewiffi nation whom Bacchidcs 
had Hint up in the citadel of Jerulalcm. When 

* Tlii-. Alexander Bah, who certainly pretended to be 
tlu; f.jn of A ntinelms Epiphanes, and was owned for fuch 
by the Jews and Romans, and many others, and yet is by 
ftver.il hiitorium, deenu d to he a counterfeit, and of no 
family at ail, is, however, by Jofephus believed to have 
been the real ton of that Antiochus, and by him always 
fpoken of accordingly. And truly finte the original con¬ 
temporary and authentic author of the firft book of Mac¬ 
cabees, x. j. calls him by his father’s name Epiphanes, 
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I this good fortune had befallen Jonathan, by 

• the conceffion of Demetrius, he cam's to Jeru- 
fulcru, and read the king’s letter, in Die audi¬ 
ence of the people, and of thofe that - kept the 
citadel. When thefe were lead, thofe wicked 
men, and delerters, wlio were in -the citadel, 
were greatly afraid, upon the king’s permiffion 
to Jonathan to raife an army, and to receive 
hack the hollages: So he delivered every one 
of them to his own parents. And thus did 
Jonathan make Ids abode at Jeruiulem, renew¬ 
ing the city to a better date, and reforming the 
buildings as he plcafed; for he gave orders tlint 
the walls of the city ffiould be rebuilt with 
fquare hones, that it might be more fecure from 
their enemies. And when thofe that kept the 
garrifons that were in Judea favv this, they all 
left them and lied to Antioch, excepting thole 
that were in the city Bethfura, and thofe that 
were in the citadel of Jcrufalcm ; for the greatei 
part of thefe was of the wicked Jews and de¬ 
lerters, and on that account thefe did not deli¬ 
ver up their garrifons. 

2. Whi:n Alexander knew what promiiffi 
Demetrius had made Jonathan, and withal 
knew his courage,, and what great things lie 
had done when he fought the Macedonians, 
and hclides what hardffiips he had undergone 
by the means of Demetrius, and of Bacchidcs, 
the general of Demetrius’s army, he told his 
friends. That, “ he could not at prefent find 
any one die that might afford him better affift- 
ance than Jonathan, who was both courageous 
againft his enemies, and had a particular ha¬ 
tred againft Demetrius, as having both buffered 
many hard things from him, and atfled many 
hard things againft him : If therefore they were 
of opinion that they fhould make him their 

friend 

1 and fays he was the fan of Antiochus, I fuppofe the other 
writers, who are all much later, are not to be followed 
againft fut h evidence, though perhaps Epiphanes might 
| have him by a woman of no family. The king of Egyp_ 
i alfo, Philomctor, foon gave him his daughcr in marriage ; 
which he would hardly have done, had he believed him to 
be a counterfeit, and of fo very mean a birth as the latet 
hi (tori.ni6 pretend. 
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friend aguit ft Demetrius, it was re.ore for their 
:i b jnt.ure,iO invite him to aiiiii them now than 
at. amjtUci;time. It bcin^ thcidunv d-ai 
ed by him and his itiends to lend to j.m.uhan, 
he wrote to him this cut ft! a: “ King A »e'candor 
to his brother Jonathan iendeth greeting : We 
have long ago heard of' thy courage, mm the 1 
iulelily, and for that rearm have ley to the.* j 
to in.ike with thee a league of friendihip and 
mutual alhiftance. We therefore do ordain 
thee this day the high pried of the Jews, and 
that thou heed called my friend. 1 have alio 
font thee, as prafents, a purple robe, and gold¬ 
en crown ; and del ire, that now thou art by : 
us honoured, thou wilt in like manner refpcfl 
us .dio.ft | 

j. When Jonathan had received this letter, 1 
lie put on the pontifical robe at the time of j 
the lead of the tabernacles, foui years after the j 
death of his brother Judas, for at that time no i 
high pried had been made. So he railed great j 
fbices, and had abundance of armour got rea¬ 
dy. This greatly grieved Demetrius when lie 
heard of it, and made him blame himfelf for 
his fiownefs, that he had not prevented Alex¬ 
ander, and got the good-will of Jonathan, hut 
had given him time lo to do. However, he 
aifo himfelf wrote a letter to Jonathan, and to 
the people; the contents whereof are theic : u 
“ King Demetrius to Jonathan, and to the na~ | 
tion of the Jews, fendeth greeting: Since you II 


myicH ; and I do now let you free from tdnft: 
tributes which )ou have ever paid ; and k tides, 
I forgive } ou the tax upon fall, and 1 the vj- 
lue of the crowns which you tiled to offer to 
me: and inftead of the third, part of the fruits 
[of the field.] and the half of the hints of 
| the trees, 1 reliuouiih my part of them hem 
; this day : And a-> to the poll-money, which 
j ought to be given ire for cvei y head of the 
| inhabitant a of Judea, and of the three topar- 
| tides that adjoin to Judea, Samaria, and Ha¬ 
lt lee, and i’erea, that i relinquilh to you for 
this time, and for all time to come. I will 
all.g that the city of Jcrufulem be holy and 
inviolable, and free from the tithe, and fiom 
the faxes, unto its utmofi bounds: And f 
lo far recede from n.v title to the citadel, as 
to permit (onatli in your high pried to poi’- 
fefs it, that he may plage Inch a garrifon in 
it as he approves ol for fidelity and ppod-wiii 
to iiimielf, that they may keep it for us. I 
alio make free all thole Jews who have been 
made captives and flaws in my kingdom. I 
aifo give order, that the beads of the jews be. 
not prelied for our icrvice : And let their fab- 
baths, and all their itiiivals, and three days be¬ 
fore each of them, be tree from any iinpofi- 
tion. In the fame manner 1 let lice tut jews 
that are inhabitants in my kingdom, and older 
that no injury be clone them. 1 alio give leave 
to Inch of them as art willing to lift themlclves 


have preferved your fricndfhip for us; and 
when you have been tempted by our enemies 
you have not joined yourfelves to them ; I both 
commend you for this your fidelity, and exhort 
you to continue in the fame difpohtion; for 
which you fh.dl be repaid, and receive rewards 
from us: for l will free you from the great eft 
part of the tributes and taxes which you former¬ 
ly paid to the kings my predcccO'ors, and to 

* Since Jonathan plain!v did not put on the pontifical 
rohe« till feven or eight years afttrthe death of his. brother 
Judas, or not till the IV,ill of tabernacles ill the i6oth of 
the Seleueide, r. IMaecah. x. 21 . Pctitus’s emendation 
icoms-herc to deferve conlideration, who, inllead of after 
four years finer the tltalh of his brother 'judas, would have us 
'1 hc4, nnd therefore after eight years finer the death of his bro- 
therXJudns. 'This would tolerably well agree with the 


in my army, that they may do it, and thole as 
far as thirty thouiand ; which Jewish foldicrs, 
wherefoever they go, fhail liave th.c fame p.tv 
that my own army hath : and louse ol them 
1 will place in my garrifems, and iomt as 
guards about mine own body, and as iniers 
over thole that are in my court. I give them 
leave aifo to life the laws of their forefathers, 

and 

date of the M.ioc.ibccs and with Jofcphuds own exact 
chronology at the end ol the tv.vnuith hook ot tin in An¬ 
tiquities, which the present text cannot he made to do. 

Take Orotius’s note hoc: “ The jc,\ fays he, «ot 
wont to prefent e row ns to the kings lot Sytia j; aha. wards 
tlwt gold, which was paid inllead of tljitk crowtts, ot 
which was expended in making them, was railed the 
crown gold, and the ,r«» tux” On t Maccah. x. - > 
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and to obfervc them ; and I will, that they 
iiavc power over tite three triarchies that 
are added to Judea ; and it lhall be in the 
power of the high p: ic!l, to take care that no one 
few lhall have any other temple for worfhip, 
but only that at Jemfalem. 1 bequeath alio, 
out of my own revenues, yearly, for expences 
about the ftcrifices, one hundred and fifty thou- 
iand [drachma*] : and what money is to fpare, 

I will that it fiiail he your own. 1 alfo rcleafe 
to yeti thole ten fhouiand drachma* which the 
kings teccived from the temple, hccaufe they 
appertain to the priefts that number in that 
tempi?. And whofoever ill a 11 ily to the temple 
at Jerui'alem, or to the places thereto belonging, 
or who owe the king money, or are there on 
anv other account, let them be let free, and let 
their goods he in iafetv. J alio give you leave 
to repair and rebuild your temple, and that all ! 
be done at my expciiecx. 1 alfo allow you 
to build the wails of your city, and to creed 
high tower*-, and that tney he creeled at my 
charge. And if there be any fort Hied town 
that would be convenient for the Jewiih coun¬ 
try to have very itrong, let it be io built at 
my expences."’ 

4. Tuts was what Demetrius promifed,and 
granted to the Jews, by this letter. But king 
Alexander railed a great army of mercenary j 
foldicrs, and of thefe that deferted to him out 
of Syria, and made an expedition again 11 De¬ 
metrius. And when it was come to a battle, 
the left wing of Demetrius put thole who op- 
pofed them to flight, and purified them a great 
way, and ilew many of them, and ipoiled their 
camp; hut the right wing, where Demetrius 
happened to be, was beaten ; and as for all the 
reft, they ran away: But Demetrius fought 
courageouflv, and ilew a great many of the 
enemy; but as he was in the purluit of the 
reft, his horfe carried him into a deep bog, 
where it was hard to get out, and there it hap¬ 
pened, that upon his horfe’s falling down, he 
could not efeape being killed ; for when Ills ene¬ 
mies faw what had befallen him, they return- 

* Since the refl of the liiftorians now exant give this 
Demetrius 13 years, and Jofephus only 11 jears, Dean 
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ed back, and encompaffed Demetrius round, 
and they all threw their darts at higi; but he 
being now on foot, fought bravely! ; but at 
length he received io many wounds, that lie 
was not able to bear up any longer, but fell. 
And tliiu is the end that Demetrius came to, 
when he had reigned + eleven years, as we 
have elfewhere related. 


C H A P. III. 

The FricndJlPip that was betzveen Onias and 
Ptolemy Phihmetor ; and how Onias built a 
Fan-pie in Egypt like to that at Jerufalm. 

§ 1. TPJ U T then the fon of Onias the high 
jL) prieft, who was of the fame name 
vwth his father, and who fled to king Ptolemy, 
who was called Pbilornetor , lived now at Alex¬ 
andria, as we have laid already. When this 
Onias faw that Judea was oppreffed by the 
Macedonians, and their kings, out of a delire 
to purchafe to himfclf a memorial and eternal 
fame, he refolved to fend to king Ptolemy and 
queen Cleopatra, to afk leave of them that he 
might build a temple in Egypt like to that at J- 
rufalem, and might ordain Lcvites and pricit; 
out of their own ftock. The chief reafon why 
he was defirous fo to do, .was, that he relied 
upon the prophet liaiah, who lived above fix 
hundred years before, and foretold, that there 
certainly was to be a temple built to Almighty 
God in Egypt by a man that was a Jew. O- 
nias was elevated by this prediction ; and wrote 
the following epiftle to Ptolemy and Cleopatra : 
“ Having done many and great things for you 
in the affairs of the war, by the afliftance of 
God, and that-in Celefyria in Phenicia, I came 
at length with the Jews to Leontopolis, and to 
other places of your nation, where I found 
that the greateft part of your people had tem¬ 
ples in an improper manner, and that on this 
account they bare ill-will one againft another ; 
which happens to the Egyptians by reafon or 

■ the 

Prideaux does not amifs in aferibing to him the mean ipxu* 
ber 12. 1 
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v, 

the multitude of their temples, and the differ¬ 
ence of opinions about divine worfhip. Now 
i found 4 very fit place in a caflle that hath its 
name from the country l)ia?ia ; this place is 
full of materials of feveral forts, and replenifh- 
ed vJ'ith facred animals : I defirc therefore that 
you will grant me leave to purge this holy 
place, which belongs to no mailer, and is fal¬ 
len down, and to build there a temple to Al¬ 
mighty God, after the pattern of that in Jeru- 
(alem, and of the fame dimenfions, that may 
be for the benefit of thylelf, and thv wife, and 
children, that thofe Jews which dwell in Egypt 
may have a place whither they may come and 
meet together in mutual harmony one with an¬ 
other, and be lublervient to thy advantages ; 
tor the prophet Ilaiah foretold, that '* there 
i’j<)uld be an altar in Egypt to the Lord God: 
And many other fuch things did he prophefy , 
relating to that place: 

2. And this was what Onias wrote to king 
Ptolemy. Now any one may obferve his piety, 
and that of his filter and wife Cleopatra, by 
that epiltle which they wrote in anfwer to it ; 
for they laid the blame and the tranlgrclhon 
of the law upon the head of Onias. And this 
was their reply : “ King Ptolemy and queen 
Cleopatra to Onias fend greeting: We have 

* It fee ms to me, contrary to the opinion of Jofephus, 
and of the moderns, both Jews and Chriltians, that this 
prophecy of If.liah, xix. 19, s5V. In that day they .flail he an 
altar to the Lord m the mtdjl ofthe land ofEgypt, See. directly 
foretold die building of this temple of Onias in Egypt, 
and was a fuflicicnt warrant to the Jews for building it, 
and for worfhipping the true God, the God of Ifrael, 
therein. See Authcnt. Ree. P, II. p. 755. That God feems 
to have foon better accepted of the lacrifices and prayers 
here offered him than of thofe at Jerufalem, fee the note 
on chap. x. § 7. And truly the marks of the Jewilh cor¬ 
ruption or interpolation in this text, in order to dikou- 
rage their people from approving of the worfhip of God 
here, are very flrong, and highly deferve our confideta- 
tion and correction. The foregoing verfe in Ifai.ih runs 
thus in our common copies, In that day pall Jive cities in 
the land of Egypt jpeak the language of Canaan [“the Hebrew 
language ; fhall be full of Jews, vvhofe facred books were 
in Hebrew] amt. fivsar to the Lord of hojls. One [or the 
firfl] pall be called the city of defiruftion , I fa. xx. 18. A 
1 Iranyy name, city of dijf ruction ’ upon lo joyful an occa¬ 
sion, and a name never heard of in the land of Egypt, or 
peivaps in any other nation. The old reading was evident¬ 
ly tie city of the fun, or Heliopolis and Onkelos in effect, 
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read thy petition, wherein thru dcfirtfl leave 
to he given thee to purge fh,.t temple which is 
fallen down at Lcontnprhs in the Nonius oi 
Heliopolis, and which is named frofn the 
country Huh,fits ; on which .u count we can¬ 
not but wonder that it fhould he [dealing to 
God to have a temple creeled in a place io un¬ 
clean, and fo full of lacred animals : Hut iince 
; thou fayed that flaiah t he prophet lot ctold this 
long ago, we give thee leave to do it, if it may 
be done according to your law, audio that we 
may not appear to have at all offended God 
herein.’' 

3 . So Onias took the place, and built a 
temple and an altar to God, like indeed to that 
in Jerufalem, but 1 mailer and poorer. 1 do 
not think it proper for me now to deferibe its 
dimenhons, or its veffeb, which have been al¬ 
ready deferibed in my let enth book of the wars 
of the ftws. However, Onias found other 
Jewss like to himfelf, together with priefl.% and 
Levites, that there performed divine lervicc. 
But we have laid enough about this temple. 

4 . Now it came to pafs, that the Alexandri¬ 
an Jews, and thole Samaritans who paid their 
worfhip to the temple that was built in the days 
of Alexander at mount Gerizzim, did now 

make 

anil Symmaelnis, with the Arabic verfion, entirely confefs 
that to be the true reading. The Septiuipint alio, though 
they have the text ddguiled in the cornu,on copies, and 
call it f hdel,i\\i;iity ,J nghreonj'/i/Ji , yet in two or time o- 
11 mr copies, flit Ht-luew word itielf lor the /fe, shlans 01 
7 hue, s, is preteivcd. And fine,- Onias imi il u nil the 
king and ipiecn, that Isaiah’s prophecy contained many 
other predictions relating to this place betides the words 
by him recited., n is highly ptobable that thefc were efpe- 
crally meant by him ; and that one main rcafon why lie 
applied this pied’ciion to himfe-lf, and to hi, piel'i ctine 
ol Heliopolis, which Dean 1 ‘iideau'; well proves \i is ia 
that part of Egypt, and wl,y he chofe to build in that pre- 
kctute ol Heliopolis, though otherwife an improp. 1 place, 
was this, that the fame authoiity that he had fot building 
this temple in Egypt, the very fame he had for building 
it in his own prefecture of Heliopolis alfo, which he dc- 
fired to do, and which lie did accordingly. Dean I’rideaux. 
has much ado to avoid feeing this corruption of the He¬ 
brew ; but it being in fuppoit of his own opinion about this 
temple, he durit not fee it ; and indeed he leafons here in 
the molt weak and molt injudicious manner polhUe. See. 
him at the year 149. 
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tnc-kc 4 f J»».on nn<* another, and dif- 

putvd 'hour rUiir <• -up!... before Ptolemy hitn- 
Dli ; ’-nvs ;,o. o 4 that, according to the 
1‘0* -■ m ti" temple was to he huh', at 

jerm . an ; and 'he ir),unarit.u& laving, th.it > ! 
wa- t > be balk ;<r (’cvl^im. They deified 
fherehve the king to hr with his friends, and 
hear thei-lT Ues about teefe matters, ami pnaiilt 
th'*h: until death radio were babied. Now Sab- 
bcus and Theodofms managed the argument 
For the Samaritans, and Andronicus, the fon 
of MdT.ihimus, tor the people of ]erufaiem ; 
and they took an oath by God and the king, 
to make their demonstrations acconiing to tlie 
law : and they deiired of Ptolemy, that wbom- 
luever he ilionld Imd that tranlgrcllcd vrhat they 
hail iworn to, he would put him to death. Ac¬ 
cordingly tlie king took fewrul of his friends 
into the council, and tat down, in order to 
hear what the pleaders laid. Now the Jews 
that were at Alexandria were in great concern 
for thole men, whole lot it was to contend for 
the temple at Je’ ulalem ; for they took it very 
ill that any fhould take away the reputation of 
that temple, which was fo ancient, and fo ce¬ 
lebrated all over the habitable earth. Now 
when Sabbcus and Theodolites had given leave 
to Andronicus to ipeak hril, lie began to de- 
monfixate out of the law, and out of the fuc- 
ccirtotv. of tlie high pried!;., how they every one 
in iuerclbon from his father had received that 
diguko, and ruled over the temple ; and how 
all the kings of Alia had honoured that temple 
with their donations, and with the moll Iplert- 
did gibs dedicated thereto: But as for that at 
Gerh./.hn, lie made no account of it, nor rc- 

* A vow unfiij ditpntition this 1 while t be Jt will) dif- 
putarf, knowing, lit.a he count not properly prove out of 
th: Pentateuch, th.it the p/./cc nvhich the Lr rtl ih, n- GoJfiy.uld 
to ['Luc hi f n,uw there, fo often referred to in the 
hoof of Drv.teronomv, was Jerufalem any more than (de- 
ri'//ini, that belli;; not detennineil till the days ot David, 
/. nlit;. !5. Vtl. <hip. \iii. h 4 . proves only, what the Sa- 
r.iaii' (oil not deny, tli.it the temple at Jevufalctn was 
nine li in. ir; ancient, and ninth more eel. hrated and ho 
nourt'd than that at Ceii/aim, which was nothing to the 
preleir purpoi,-. 'the w hole evidence, by the vi ry,paths 
of tint h pti tic;, being, w v fee, obliged to be confined to 
the 1 iv of Motes, or to the Pentateuch alone. However, 
wo.Mly polity and imerell, and the multitude pievading, 
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garded it as if it had never lud a lining. By 
this fpeeeli, and other argue' nis, A.tdronictis 
perl- aided the king to ’’ determine, ,’tbat the 
tenijile at Jetufalcnt was built according to the 
.1'.ws of Moles, and to put Sabbeus and Tlie - 
o Johns to death. And thefe were the events, 
'hut held the Jews at Alexandria in the day- 
of Ptolemv Philomctor. 

j 

C H A P. TV. 

H/iv yllexandcr honoured Jonathan a/'/.r an 
extraordinary Manner ; and bozo Dcnr^rin . 
the Sen of Demetrius, overcame Ah ,\auJt 
and made a League oj Friaidfhip za.th 'Jon¬ 
athan. 

% I.T^BMETRIUS being thus Hein in b U- 
jj j ? tie, as we have above related, Alex¬ 
ander took tlie kingdom of Nvria ; and wrote 
to Ptolemy Philomctor, and deiired his daugh¬ 
ter in marriage ; and laid, it was but j nil that 
lie fhould be joined in allinity to one that had 
now received the principality of his forefathers, 
and had been promoted to it by God’s provi¬ 
dence, and had conquered Demetrius, and that 
was on other accounts nor unworthy of being 
related to him. Ptolemy received this propc- 
la! of marriage gladly ; and wrote him an an- 
fwer, fainting him on account of Ids having 
received the principality of Ids fori.fathers j 
and promibng him, that he would give him 
Ills daughter in marriage ; and a (hired him, 
that lie vva ; coining to meet him at Pte-lcmain, 
and deiired that he would there meet him ; for 

that 

the court gave fi-acncc. r»s ufual, on the Wronger fide, 
uml poor S.thbelir. .nut Tiieodofius, the S.im.irit.n J dif- 
put.mts, were martyred ; and tins, fo far as appear;, with¬ 
out any dire A hearing at all, which is like the ufual prac¬ 
tice of fuch political courts about matters of ri ligion. Our 
copies lay, that tlie body of the Jews were in a great con¬ 
cern ab(>iit thofe men, in the plural, who were to difpute 
for their temple at jerufalem ; whereas it feemr. here they 
had but (me difputant, Andronicus by name; Perhaps 
moie were prepaied to fpeak on tlie Jews fide; hut the 
lull having anfwercd to his name, mdovunmi ds Sa¬ 
maritans, there w r as no neeellity for any other den .tier, 
of the Jerufalem temple. 
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that he wJ'uld accompany her from Egypt fo 
far, and would there marry his child to him. 
When Ptolemy had written thus, he came fud- 
denly to rtolenuis, and brought his daughter 
Cleopatra along with him : and as he found 
Alexander there before him, as he defired him 
to come, he gave him his child in marriage, 
and for her portion gave her as much filver 
and gold as became fuch a king to give. 

2. When the wedding was over, Alexander 
Avrotc to Jonathan the high prieft, and defired 
him to come to Ptolemais. So when he came 
to thefe kings, and had made them magnificent 
prefents, he was honoured by them both. A- 
Jexander compelled him alfo to put off his own 
garments, and to take a purple garment, and 
made him fit with him in his throne ; and com¬ 
manded his captains that they Ihould go with 
him into the middle of the city, and proclaim, 
that it was not permitted to any one to fpeak 
again ft him, or to give him any difturbance. 
And when the captains had thus done, thofe 
that were prepared to accufe Jonathan, and 
who bore him ill-will, when they faw the ho¬ 
nour that was done him by proclamation, and 
that by the king’s order, ran away, and were 
afraid left foinc mifehief fhould hefal them. 
Nay, king Alexander was fo very kind to Jona¬ 
than, that he fet him down as the principal of 
his friends. 

3. But then, upon the hundred and fixty- 
fifth year, Demetrius, the fon of Demetrius, 
came from Crete with a great number of mer¬ 
cenary foldiers, which Lafthenes the Gretian 
brought him, and failed to Cilicia. This thing 
caft Alexander into great concern and diforder 
when he heard it ; fo he made hafte immedi¬ 
ately out of Phenicia, and came to Antioch, 
that he might put matters in a fafe pofture 
there, before Demetrius fhould come. He al¬ 
fo left * Apollonius Daus governor of Celefyria, 
who coming to Jamnia with a great army, fent 
to Jonathan the high prieft, and told him, That 

* Of the feverat Apollonii about thefe ages, fee Dean 
Prkleaux at the year 148. This Apollonius Daus was, 
i,v his account, the fon of that Apollonius wh* had been 
irudi..governor of Celefyria and Phenicia by Sdeacua Phi- 
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“ it was not right that he alone fhould live at 
roll, and with authority, and not be fuhjed to 
the king : that this thing had made him a re¬ 
proach among all men, lint he had not yet 
made him fuhjed to rite king. D 1 not thou 
therefore deceive thy left', and fit frill among 
the mountains, and pretend to have forces with 
thee ; but if thou haft any dependence on thy 
ftrength, come down into the plain, and let 
our armies be compared together, and the event 
of the battle will demonflrate which of us is 
the mold courageous. However, take notice, 
that the moil valiant men of every city arc in 
1 my army, and that thefe are the very men 
l who have always beaten thy progenitor-: ; but 
let us have the battle in fuch a place of the 
country where we may light with weapons, 
and not with Honor, and where there may he 
no place whither thole* that a-'c beaten may 

fly ” 

4. With this Jonathan war. irritated ; and 
chuling himfelf out ten th.inland of his foldiers, 
he went out of Jerusalem in hafte, with his 
brother Simon, and came to hppa, and pitch¬ 
ed his camp on the outlide of the city, ixcaufe 
the people of Joppa had ihut their gates againil 
him; for they had a garrifon in the city put 
| there by Apollonius : but when Jonathan was 
preparing to befiege them, they were afraid he 
would take them by force, and fo they open¬ 
ed the gates to him. But Apollonius, when 
he heard that Joppa was taken by Jonathan, 
took three thoufand horfemen, and eight thoti- 
iand footmen, and came to Albdod, and remov- 
ingthence,he made his journey liiently and {low¬ 
ly, and going up to Joppa, he made as if he was 
retiring from the place, and fo drew Jonathan 
into the plain, as valuing himfelf highly upon 
his horfemen, and having his hopes of vidory 
principally in them. However, Jonathan {al¬ 
lied out, and purified Apollonius to Alhdod ; 
but as foon as Apollonius perceived that his 

enemy 

lopator, and was himfelf .1 confident of his fon Demetri¬ 
us the father, and reitorcu to his father’s government l>y 
him, but afterwards revolted from him to Alexander, but 
not to Demetrius the fon, as he fuppofes. 
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enemy was in the plain, he came hack and 
gave him battle : But Apollonius had laid a 
rhouniul horfemen in ambtifli in a valley, that 
they might be ieen by their enemies as behind 
them : which when Jonathan perceived, he 
was under no confternation ; but ordering his 
army to (land in a fquare battle-array, he gave 
them a charge to fall on the enemy on both 
tides, and for them to face thole that attacked 
them both before and behind ; And while the 
fight killed till the evening, he gave part of 
his forces to his brother Simon, and ordered 
him to attack the enemies ; but for himfelf, 
he charged thofe that were with him to cover 
tncmfclves with their armour, and receive the. 
darts of the horfemcn, who did as they were 
commanded ; fo that the enemies horfemen, 
while they threw their darts till they had no 
more left, did them no harm ; for the darts 
that were thrown did not enter into their bo¬ 
dies, being thrown upon the fhiclds that were 
united and conjoined together, the elofenefs of 
which calily overcame the force of the darts, 
and they flew about without any eft'eeb But 
when the enemy grew remifs in throwing their 
darts from morning till late at night, Simon 
perceived their wearinefs, and fell upon the 
body of men before him ; and becauie bis 
foldiers (hewed great alacrity, he put the ene¬ 
my to flight : And when the horlemen law 
that the footmen ran away, neither did they 
Bay themfclves ; but they being very weary, 
by the duration of the fight till tlie evening, 
and their hope from the footmen being cpiite 
gone, they bafely ran away, and in great cen- 
fulion alio, till they were feparated one from 
another, and fcattcred over all the plain. Up¬ 
on which Jonathan purfued them as far as 
Aflidod, and Hew a great many of them ; and 
compelled the reft, in dcfpair of efcaping, to fly 
to the temple of Dagon, which was at Aflidod : 
But Jonathan took the city on the firll onfet, 
and burnt it, and the villages about it ; nor did 
he abflain from the temple of Dagon itfclf, 
but burnt it alio, and deftroyed thole that had 

* Ttr Iliulfon obftrves here, tlot the Phcnicians and 
Ronu:;:, uf,si to lCvvaui iucb .is L;ul o’d-rveit well of 


fled to it. Now the entire multi ude of the 
enemies that fell in the battle, and were con- 
fumed in the temple, were eight khoufand. 
When Jonathan therefore had overcome fo great 
an army, he removed from Aflidod, and came 
to Afkeloa : And when he had pitched hit* 
camp without the city, the people of Afkelon 
came out and met him, bringing him hofpita- 
hie prefents, and honouring him ; fo he accept 
ed of their kind intentions, and returned thence 
to Jerufalcrn with a great deal of prey, whicu 
he brought thence when he conquered his ene 
mies: But when Alexander heard, that Apo! 
lonius, the general of his army, was beaten, 
he pretended to be glad of it, bccaufc he had 
fought with Jonathan, his friend and ally, 
againft his directions. Accordingly he fent to 
Jonathan, and gave teftimony to his worth ; 
and gave him honorary rewards, as a v golden 
button, which it is the cuftom to give the king’', 
kinfmen ; and allowed him Iikrou, and its to- 
parchy, for his own mneritance. 

5. About this time it was, that king Ptole¬ 
my, who was called P/b/omctor, led an army, 
part by the fea, and part by land ; and came to 
Syria, to the afliftancc of Alexander, who was 
his fon-in-law: And accordinglv all the cities 
received him willingly, as Alexander had com¬ 
manded them to do, and conducted him as far 
as Aflidod ; where they all made loud com¬ 
plaints about the temple cf Dagon, which was 
burnt, and accufed Jonathan of having laid it 
wafte, and deftroyed the country adjoining with 
fire, and flain a great number of them. Ptole¬ 
my heard thcle accufations, hut faid nothing. 
Jonathan alfo went to meet Ptolemy as far as 
Joppa, and obtained from him hofpitable pro- 
lents, and thole glorious in their kinds, with 
all the marks of honour. And when he had 
conducted him as far as the river called Elct:- 
tberus , lie returned again to Jerufabm. 

6 . But as Ptolemy was at Ptolcmais,he was 
very near to a moll unexpedfed. deftrudlion ; 
for a treacherous dcflgn was laid for his life by 

Alex- 

them, by prefenting to them a golden button. See t-b-'.' 

§ 4. 
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Alexander] by the means of Ammonius, who 
was lus fri/.nd : And as the treachery was very 
plain, Ptolemy wrote to Alexander, anti requi¬ 
red oflufh that he ihould bring Atninonius to 
condign 1 punifliment, informing him what 
ft tares had been laid lor him by Ammonius, 
and defiring that he might be accordingly 
punifhed for it. But when Alexander did not 
•comply with his demands, he perceived that it 
was he himfelf who laid the defign, and was 
'Aery angry at him. Alexander had alfo for¬ 
merly been in very ill terms with the people of 
Antioch, for they had fullered very much by 
ids means; yet did Ammonius at length under¬ 
go lire punilhincnt his inlolent crimes had de¬ 
ferred; for he was killed in an opprobrious 
manner, like a woman, while he endeavoured 
to conceal himfelf in a feminine habit, as wc 
have elfewhcrc related. 

7. IlrRLUl'ON Ptolemy blamed himfelf for 
having given Ids daughter in marriage to A- 
levander, and lor the league he had made with 
him to aflill him againll Demetrius ; fo he dif- 
f lived his relation to him, and took his (laugh¬ 
ter away from him, and immediately lent to 
Demetrius, and offered to make a league of 
mutual afliitancc and lriendlhip with him, and 
agreed with him to give him his daughter in 
marriage, and to reftore him to the principality 
of his fathers. Demetrius was well pleafed 
with this amballage, and accepted ol his af- 
firtancc, and of the marriage of his daughter. 
But Ptolemy had Hill one more hard talk to 
do, and that was, to perfuade the people of 
Antioch to receive Demetrius, becaule they 
were greatly difplealed at him, on account of 
the injuries bis father Demetrius had done 
them : Yet did be bring tins about ; for as the 
people of Antioch hated Alexander on Ammo- 
nius’s account, as we have lhewn already, 
they were eafily prevailed with to call him out 
of Antioch ; who, thus expelled out of Antioch, 
came into Cilicia. Ptolemy came then to An¬ 
tioch, and was made king by its inhabitants, 
an'jl by the army ; fo that he was forced to put 
on two diadems, the one of Afia, the other of 
' i>vpt: but being naturally a good and a tight- 


cous man, and not defiroiis cf wb.it belonged 
to others, and beiides thefc difpofnions, bCmp 
alfo a wile man in rcafoiuop about futuritie . 
he determined to avoid the c’07 if the Re¬ 
mans: fo he called the peop’e of Antioch togt- 
to an aflembly, a: d petlmukd then fj receive 
Demetrius; and eillired them, Tint “ he would 
not be mindful ol what thev did to hit. father 
in cafe he fhould be now obliged by thorn and 
lie undertook, tiut lie would himfelf be a goon 
monitor and governor to him ; and prompt'd, 
that he would not permit him to attempt an.* 
bad adions; hut that for hit. own paig he w,r 
contented witli the kingdom of l'gvpt,” Br 
which difoutfe he pufuaded the people of 
Antioch to receive Demetrius. 

8. But now Alexander made hallo with a 
numerous and great army, and came out of 
Cilicia into Syria, and burnt the country be¬ 
longing to Antioch, and pillaged if ; where¬ 
upon Ptolcmv, and his fon-in-law Demetrius, 
brought tile Ir at my againll him (for lie had al¬ 
ready given him his dang,liter in marriage) and 
beat Alexander, and put him to flight ; and 
accordingly he fled into Arabia. Now it hap¬ 
pened, in the time of battle, that Ptolemy’s 
horfe, upon hearing the node of an elephant, 
cart him off his hack, and threw him on the 
ground ; upon the fight of which accident his 
encmivS fell upon him, and gave him manv 
wounds upon his head, and brought him into 
danger of death ; for when his guards caught 
him up, he was fo very ill, that for four days 
time he w.a. not not able citliu to underfhind 
or to fpeaL However, Zabdiil, a prince a- 
mong the Arabians, cut off Alexander’s head, 
and lent it to Ptolemy ; who, recovering of hia 
wounds, and returning to his underllnnding on 
the fifth day, heard at once a inert agreeable 
hearing, and law a mofi agreeable fight, winch 
were, the death and ’die head of /Uevaudir; 
yet a little after this his joy for the dcuth of 
Alexander, with which he was fo e ready fatis- 
bed, lie alfo depart! d this life. Now Alex¬ 
ander, who was called Bairs, rcig,n< >J over 
Afia five years ; as we have elh uiuie tek.ted. 

( ). P.u e. 
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o. Bu r when Deinctriu-, who was ftyled 
* hlicator , had taken the kingdom, he was lo 
wicked as to treat Ptolemy’s foldiers very hard¬ 
ly, neither remembering the league of mutual 
uffifiance that was between them, nor that he 
was his fun-in-law and kinfman, by Cleopatra’s 
marriage,to him ; lb the foldiers fled from his 
wicked treatment to Alexandria, hut Demetri¬ 
us kept his elephants. But Jonathan the high 
prieft levied an army our of all Judea, and 
attacked the citadel at Jcrufalem, and helieged 
it ; it was held by a garrifon of Macedonians, 
and by fomc of thofc wicked men who had 
deferted the cufloms of their forefathers. Thefe 
men at firfl defpifed the attempts of Jonathan 
for taking the place, as dependingon itsflrength ; 
but fome of thofe wicked men w r cnt out by 
night, and came to Demetrius, and informed 
him, that the citadel was belieged; who was 
irritated with what he heard, and took his 
army, and came from Antioch againft Jona¬ 
than. And when lie was at Antioch, he wrote 
to him, and commanded him to come to him 
quickly to Ptolemais: Upon which Jonathan 
did not intermit the fiege of the citadel, but 
took with him the elders of the people, and the 
priefts, and carried with him gold, and filver, 
and garments, and a great number of prefents 
of friendfhip, and came to Demetrius, and pre- 
fented him with them, and thereby pacified the 
king’s anger. So lie was honoured by him, and 
received from him the confirmation of his high 
priellhood, as he had poffeffcd it by the grants 
of the kings his predeceffors. And when the 
Jewilh deferters accufed him, Demetrius was fo 
far from giving credit to them, that when he 
petitioned him that he would demand no more 
than three hundred talents for the tiibute of all 
judea, and the three toparchies of Samaria, 
and Perea, and Galilee, he complied with the 
propofal, and gave him a letter confirming all 
thole grants ; w hole contents were as follows : 
“ King Demetrius to Jonathan his brother, and 
to the nation of the Jews, fendeth greeting: 
“ Wc have lent you a copy of that epillle which 

* This name Demetrius Nicatar , or Demetrius the Con- 
qttner, is fo written on his t 'ins ftill extant, as Hudfon 
and Spanheim inform us; the latter of whom gives us 


we have written to Lafihenes eng kinfman, 
that you may know its contents. I^ing Deme- 
metrius to Lafihenes our father fen opt It greet¬ 
ing : I have determined to return thanks, and 
to fhew favour to the nation of the Jews, which 
hath obferved the rules of juftice in ou? con¬ 
cerns. Accordingly I remit to them the three 
prefectures, Apherima, and Lvdda, and Ra- 
matha, which have been added lo Judea out of 
Samaria, with their appurtenances: As allb 
what the kings my predccellbrs received from 
thofe that offered facrificcs in J’crufalcm ; and 
what are due from the fruits of the earth, and 
of the trees, and what elfe belongs to us ; with 
the fidt-pits, and the crowns that tiled to be 
prefented to us: Nor lhall they be compelled 
to pay any of thefe taxes from this time to all 
futurity. Take care, therefore, that a copy of 
this epifile be taken, and given to Jonathan, 
and he fet up in an eminent place of their holy 
temple.” And thefe were the contents of this 
writing. And now when Demetrius law that 
there was peace every where, and that there 
was no danger, nor fear of war, he dilbanded 
the greateft part of his army, and diminiihed 
their pay, and even retained in pay no others 
than luch foreigners as came up with him from 
Crete, and from the other illands. Howem, 
this procured him ill-will and hatred from the 
foldiers ; on whom he bellowed nothing from 
this time, while the kings before him ufed to 
pay them in time of peace, as they did before, 
that they might have their good-will, and that 
they might be very ready to undergo the diffi¬ 
culties of war, if any occalion fhould require if. 

C H A P. V. 

How Trypho , after be had beaten Demetrius , 
delivered the Kingdom to Antiochus , the Son 
of Alexander , and gamed Jonathan for his 
AJJijlant: And concerning the A hi ions and 
Ambajftes of Jonathan . 

§ i. \TOW there was a certain commander 
of Alexander’s forces, an Apane- 

mian 

here the entire infeription, King Demetrius the God, Phifa~ 
dclphus Nicaior. 
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mian by bijtli, whofc name was Dloduhis, and 
was alfo (filled Trypbo , took notice of the ill- 
will the hbldicrs hare to Demetrius, and went 
to Mai cl; As the Arabian, who brought up An- 
tiochus/thc foil of Alexander, and told him 
what ill-will the armies bare Demetrius, and 
perfuaded him # to give him Antioebus, becaule 
iu: would make him king, and recover to him 
the kingdom of his father. Malchus at the l irll 
-vppofed him in this attempt, becaufe he could 
not believe him ; but when Trypbo lay hard 
at him for a long time, he over-perfuaded him 
to comply with Trypho’s intentions and intrea¬ 
ties. And this was the hate Trypho was 
now in. 

2. But Jonathan the high pried, being de- 
ftrous to <ret clear of thole that were in the ci- 

O 

tadel of Jerulalem, and of the Jewilli delerters, 
and wicked men, as well as ol thole in all the 
garrifons in the country, lent prefenls and arn- 
baifadors to Demetrius, and intreated him to 
take away his foldiers out of the ftrong holds 
of Judea. Demetrius made anfwcr. That after 
the war, which he was now deeply engaged in, 
was over, he would not only grant him that, 
but greater tilings than that alfo: and lie de- 
fired he would fend him fomc afliftancc; and 
informed him that his army had deferted him. 
80 Jonathan chofc out three thouland of his 
foldiers, and lent them to Demetrius. 

3. Now' the people of Antioch hated Deme¬ 
trius, both on account of what mifehief he had 
himfelf done them, and becaufe they were his 
enemies alfo on account of his father Demetrius, 
who had greatly abufed them ; lo they watch¬ 
ed fomc opportunity, which they might lay 
:• )ld on, to fall upon him. And when they 
were informed of the allilfance that was com¬ 
ing to Demetrius from Jonathan, and confidcr- 
cd at the fame time that he would raife a nu¬ 
merous at my, unlels they prevented him, and 
ftiized upon him, they took their weapons im¬ 
mediately, and cncompalled his palace in the 
way of a liege, and feizing upon all the ways 
of getting out, they fought to lubduc their king, 
hud when he law that the people of Antioch 

w era become his bitter enemies, and that they 
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were thus in arms, lie t• A the mercenary fol¬ 
diers which be had with him, and thole jews 
who were lent by Jonathan, and alhnilted the 
Antioehians; but he was overpoweied by 
them, for they were many ten thoufamls, and 
was beaten. But when the Jews taw tiiat the 
Antioehians were luperior, they went up to 
the top of the palace, and Ihot at them from 
thence ; and hecaule they were lo remote from 
them by their height, that they lulllred no¬ 
thing on their tide, hut did great execution on 
the others, as lighting irom Inch an elevation, 
they drove them out ol the adjoining houles, 
and immediately let them on fire ; whereupon 
the flame Iprcad itieli over the whole city, and 
burnt it all down. This happened by re atbn 
oi the clolcnels ol the houles, and hecaule they 
were generally built of worn! . So the Antio- 
chians, when they were not able to help them- 
lelves, nor to flop the lire, were put to flight. 
And as the Jews leaped from the top of one 
houfe to the top of another, and purlued them 
after that manner, it thence happened that the 
puriuit was lo very lurpiiimg. But when the 
king law that the Antioehians we re vet y indy 
in laving their children, and their wives, and 
lo did not fight any longer, he lei! upon them 
in the* narrow pa li ages, and ft. tight them, and 
llew a great many of them, till at kill they 
were forced to throw down their mm::, and to 
deliver theinleb.es up to Detie. ::iu- So he 
forgave them this their inlolcnt behaviour, and 
put an end to the fedition : and when he had 
given rewaius to the Jews out of the rich Ipni!.; 
he had gotten, and returned them thank;, as 
the caufc of his victory, lie lent them away to 
Jerufalcm to Jonathan, with an ample tcflimo.- 
ny of the afliAance they had afforded liim. 
Yet did he prove an ill man to Jonathan alt. r- 
ward, and broke the promiles he had made ; 
and he threatened that lie would make war upon 
him, unlcfs lie would pay ail that tribuc which 
the Jewifh nation owed to the IIrft kings [of 
Syria]. And this he had done, if Trypho load 
not hindered him, and diverted his prepara¬ 
tions again!! Jonathan, "> a concern lo: his own 
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prefervation : for Ik how returned out of Arabia 
into Syria with the child Antiochus, for lie was 
yet in ape but a youth, and put the diadem on 
his head: And-as the whole forces that had 
left Demetrius, bet aide they had no pay, came 
to his addtanee, he made war upon Demetrius, 
and joining hatt’e with him, overcame him in 
the tight, and tonic from him both his ele¬ 
phants and the city Antioch. 

4. Diomitkius, upon this defeat retired in¬ 
to Cilicia ; but the child Antiochus lent atnhaf- 
fulors, and an epiftle to jonatban, and made 
him his friend and confederate, and confirmed 
to him the high prieHhood, and yielded up to 
him the four prefcTurcs which had been add¬ 
ed to Judea, hdoteovci, lie lent liim vcffels, 
and cups of gold, and a purple garment, and 
gave him leave to ufe them. Me alfo prefeut- 
cd him with a golden button, and ftyled him 
one ol his principal friends : and appointed his 
brother .Simon to he the general over the forces, 
from the ladder of Tyre unto Egypt. So Jona¬ 
than was lo pleaded with thefe grants made him 
by Antiochus, that lie lent amhaifadors to him, 
and to Trypho, and profelfed himfclf to he 
their friend and confederate, and laid he would 
Join with him in a war againli. Demetrius, in¬ 
forming him that he had made no proper re¬ 
turns lor the kifednebes he had done him ; for 
that when he had received many marks oi kind- 
nek from kirn, when he flood in great need of I 
them, lie, for inch good turns, had ’eejuited 
him with f.uthcr injuries. 

5. So Antiochus gave Jonathan leave to 
raile himleU a numerous army out of Syria and 
t’henicia, and to make war againti Demetrius’s 
generals : whereupon he went in hallo to the 
fevcral cities, which received him Iplcndidly in¬ 
deed, but put no forces into his hands. And 
when he was come from thence to Afkcion, 
the inhabitants of Afkcion came and brought 
him prefeuts, and met him in a fplendid man¬ 
ner. He exhorted them, and every one of th.c 
cities of Cclefyna, to forlake Demetrius, and 
to join with Antiochus ; and in a hilling him,, 
to endeavour to punifn Dcmctiius for what of¬ 
fences he had been guilty ok again!! thetnfelvcs; 
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and told them, there were many |eafons for 
that their procedure, if they had a taincl fo to 
do. And when he had perfuaded tl;ofe cities 
to promife their affilfancc to Antiochus, he 
came to Gaza, in order to induce them alfo to 
to be friends to Antiochus : but he found the 
inhabitants of Gaza much more alienated from 
him than he cxpe&ed ; for they had fhut their 
gates againft him, and although they had de- 
lira] Demetrius, they had not rcfolved to join 
thcmfclves to Antiochus. This provoked Jon¬ 
athan to beliege them, and to harafs their 
country ; for as lie let a part of his army 
round about Gaza itfelf, fo with the reft lie 
over-rau their land, and fpoiled it, and burnt 
what was in it. When the inhabitants ol Gaza 
law themful ves in this ftate of aflliflion, and 
that no alliftance came to them from Deme¬ 
trius, that what dillrelfed them was at hand, 
but what Ihouid profit them was Hill at a dil- 
tance, and it was uncertain whether it would 
come at all or not, they thought it would be 
prudent conduit to leave oh' any longer con¬ 
tinuance with him, and to cultivate friend/hip 
with the other: fo they font to Jonathan, and 
profelfed they would be his friends, and afford 
him alliftance ; for fuch is the temper of men, 
that before they have had the trial of great af- 
flidlions, they do not underhand what is for 
their advantage, hut when they find them- 
felvcs under luch afflictions, they then change: 
their minds, and what it had been better for 
them to have done before they had been at all 
damaged they chufc to do, but not till alter 
they have buffered fuch damages. However, 
he made a league of friendfhip with them, and 
took from them hoftages for their performanc e 
of it, and lent thefe hoftages to jcrufalem, while 
he went himfclf over all the country as far as 
Dtamalcus. 

6 . But when he heard that the generals ol 
Demetrius’s forces were come to the city Cadefh 
with a numerous army (the place lies between 
the land of-the Tyrians and Galilee) for they 
fuppofed they fhoukl hereby draw him out or 
Syria in order to preferve Galilee, and that h, 
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would not overlook the Galileans, who were 
his own nfeople, when war was made upon 
them, he,went to meet them, having left Si¬ 
mon in Judea, who railed as great an army as 
he was tfble out of the country, and then fat 
down before Bethfura, and belieged it, that be¬ 
ing the ftrongeft place in all Judea; and a gar- 
aifon of Demetrius kept it, as we have already 
related. But as Simon was railing banks, and 
Winging his engines of war again!! Bethfura, 
and was very earned about the liege oi it, the 
garrifon was afraid led the place fhould he 
taken of Simon by force, and they put to the 
•word ; lo they lent to Simon, and defired the 
ilcurity of his oath, that they fhould come to 
no harm from him, and that they would leave 
the place, and go away to Demetrius. Ac¬ 
cordingly he gave them his oath, and ejcilcd 
them out of the citv, and he put therein a gar- 
rifon ot Ins own. 

7. Bu v Jonathan removed out of Galilee, 
and from the waters which are called Gauujar , 
for there he was before encamped, and came 
mto the plain that is called * 4 fur , without know¬ 
ing that the enemy was there. When there¬ 
fore Demetrius’s men knew a day before-hand 
that Jonathan was coming againlt them, they 
laid an ambudi in the mountain, who were to 
affault him on the ludden, while they them- 
jelves met him with an army in the plain : 
Which army when Jonathan faw ready to en¬ 
gage him, he alio got ready his own loldiers 
for the battle as well as he was able; but thole 
that were laid in ambufli by Demetrius’s gene¬ 
rals being behind them, the Jews were afraid 
left they lhould be caught in the midlt between 
two bodies, and perilli; lo they ran away in 
hafte, and indeed all the reft left Jonathan : 
but a few there were, in number about fifty, 
who ftaid*with him, and with them Mattathi- 
as, the fon of Abfalom, and Judas, the fun oi 
Chapfcus, who were commanders of the whole 
army. Thofe marched boldly, and like men 
clefperate, again ft the enemy; and lo ptilhod 
them* that by their courage they daunted them, 
end with their weapons in their hands they put 
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them to llight. And when thole foldicrs of 
Jonathan, that had retired, faw the enemy giv¬ 
ing way, they got together after tluir fight, 
and purl'ued them with great violence ; and 
tins did they as far as Cadclh, where the camp 
of the enemy lay. 

8. Jonathan having thus gotten a glori¬ 
ous victory, and llain two thouland of the ene¬ 
my, returned to Jerukdcrn. 80 when he faw 
that all his affairs prolpered, according to his 
mind, by the providence of God, he lent am- 
ba(TadorS to the Romans, being delirous of re¬ 
newing that friendfhip which their nation liad 
with them formerly. He enjoined the lame 
atnbaffadors, that, as they came back, they 
fhould go to the Spartans, and put them in 
mind of their friendfhip and kindred. So 
when the atnbaffadors came to Rome, they 
went into their ienatc, and laid what they 
were commanded by Jonathan the high priclt 
to lay, how-he had font them to confirm their 
friendfhip. The icnate then couhnned what 
had been formerly decreed concerning their 
friendfliip with the Jews; and gave them let¬ 
ters to carry to all the kings of Alia and Europe, 
and to the governors of the cities, that they 
might fafe’y conduct them to their own coun¬ 
try. Accordingly as they returned, they came 
to Spaita, and delivered the cpiftle wliich thcv 
had received of Jonathan to them ; a copy of 
which here follows : “ Jonathan, the high priclt 
of the Jewiih nation, and the ienatc, and hod ; 
of the people of the Jews, to the ephut} and 
fenatc, and people of the Lacedemonians, (end. 
greeting : If you be well, and both your publi; 
and private affairs be agiecable to vour mind, 
it is according to our willies. We ;uc weh 
alio. When in former times an cpiftle was 
brought to Onias, who was then our high 
priclt, from Arcus, who at that time u, as your 
king, by Demoieles, concerning the kindred 
that was between us and you, a copy oi which 
is here iubjoined, we both joyfully received ;i._ 
cpiftle, and were well pleated with D.nigk-’o 
and Arens, ah.ho’ nc did not need Inch a d--- 
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monftration, becaufe * we were fatisfied about 
it from the facred writings; yet did not we 
think fit firft to begin the claim of this relation 
to you, left we fhould feem too early in taking 
to ourfglvcs the glory which is now given us 
by you. . It is a long time fince this relation of 
ours to you hath been renewed ; and when we, 
upon holy and feftival days, offer lacrifices to 
God, we pray to him for your prefervation and 
victory. As to ourfelvcs, although we have 
had many wars that have compaft'ed us round, 
by reafon of the covctoufncfs of our neighbours, 
yet did not we determine to be troublcfome 
either to you or to others that were related to 
us ; but fince we have now overcome our ene¬ 
mies, and have occafion to fend Numenius, the 
ion of Antiochus, and Antipater, the fon of Ja- 
fon, who are both honourable men belonging 
to our fenate, to the Romans, we give them 
this epiftle to you alfo, that they might renew 
that friendftiip which is between us. You will ! 
therefore do well yourfelves to write to us, and 
fend an account of what you Hand in need of 
from us, fince we are in all things difpofed to 
a£t according to your defires.” So the Lace¬ 
demonians received the ambaffadors kindly, 
and made a decree for friendftiip and mutual 
affiftance, and fent it to them. 

9. At this time there were three feels among 
the Jews, who had different opinions concern¬ 
ing human actions; the one was called the fe£t 
of the Pharifees , another the left of the SadJu- 

* Tins elaufe is otherwife rendered in firft book of 
.Maccabees, xii. 9. For that we haw the holy Iv.is of fcnplure 
in our hands to comfort us. The 1 lebrew original being loft, 
W2 cannot certainly judge which was the trued verfion, 
only the coherence favours Jofophus : But if this were 
the Jews meaning, that they were fatisfied out of their 
Bible that the Jews and L icedemonians were of kin, that 
part of their Bible is now l6d, for we find no fucli after- 
lion in our prefeut copies. 

f Thole that fuppofe Jofephus to contradift himfclf in 
l.is three fever.tl accounts of the notions of the Pharifees, 
this here, and tint carliei on-, which is the larged, OF 
the War, IS. 11 . chap. viii. ■) t 1. and that later, Antiq. 
B. XV 11 I. chap. i. 7. as if he fume firm;. faid they intro¬ 
duced an abfolutc fatality, and denied aii freedom of hu¬ 
man actions, is alnioft wholly groundlefs ; lie ever, as the 
very learned Cafitubou here trulv ohferve-, aiTcrting, that 
the Pha>ifces weie between the Been; ,:;u! Sadducces, and 
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fees, and the other the fe<ff of the Ejfens. Now 
for the f Pharifees, they fay that foif-e actions, 
but not all, are the work of fate ; ami fome of 
them are in our own power, and 'that they 
are liable to fate, but are not caufed by fate. 
But the letl of the Effens affirm, that fate go¬ 
verns all things, and that nothing befals men 
hut what is according to its determination. 
And for the Sadducees, they take away fate, 
and fay there is no fuch thing, and that the 
events of human affairs are not at its difpofal ; 
hut they fuppofe, that all our a&ions ate in 
our own power : fo that we are ourfelves the 
caufes of what is good, and receive what is 
evil from our own folly. However, I have 
given a more exad account of thefe opinions 
in the lecond hook of the Jewifh war. 

10. But now the generals of Demetrius 
being willing to recover the defeat they had 
had, gathered a greater army together than 
they had before, and came againft Jonathan ; 
hut as foon as lie was informed of their com¬ 
ing, he went fuddcnly to meet them, to the 
country of Hamath, for he refolved to give 
them no opportunity of coming into Judea ; fo 
he pitched his camp at fifty furlongs diftance 
from the enemy, and fent out ipies to take a 
view of their camp, and after what manner 
they were encamped. When his fpies had 
given him full information, and had feized up¬ 
on fome of them by night, who told him tire 

enemy 

did only fo far aferibe all to fate, or Divine Providence, ns 
was confident with the freedom of human actions. How¬ 
ever, their perplexed way of talking about fate or provi¬ 
dence as over-ruling all things, made it commonly thought 
they were willing to excufe their fins by aferibing them to 
fate, as in tire Apollolical Conllitutions, B. VI. chap. vi. 
Perhaps under the fame general name fome difference of 
opinions in this point might be propagated, as very com¬ 
mon in -.dl patties, cfpecially in points of metaphyfical 
fubtilty : However, our Jofephus, who in his heart was a 
great admirer of the piety of the Effens, was yet in prac¬ 
tice a Pharifee, as he hinifelf informs us, in his own life, 

| 2. And his account of this doctrine of the Pharifees is 
for certain agreeable to his own opinion, who ever both 
fully allowed the freedom of human actions, ami, yet 
ilrongly believed the powerful interpofition of Divine Pro¬ 
vide nee. See concerning this matter a remarkable clau'.c.. 
Antiq. B XVI. chap. xj. f 7. 
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enemy would foon attack him, he, thus ap¬ 
prized before-hand, provided for his fecurity, 
and placed watchmen, beyond his camp, and 
kept all ’’his forces armed all night; and he 
gave tlufcm a charge to be of good courage, and 
to have their minds prepared to fight in the 
night-time, if they fhoukl he obliged fo to do, 
left their enenfies defigns fliould feern concealed 
from them. But when Demetrius’s comman¬ 
ders were informed, that Jonathan knew what 
they intended, their couniels were disordered, 
and it alarmed them to find that the enemy 
had difeovered thole their intentions ; nor did 
they exped to overcome them any other way, 
now they had failed in the fnares they had 
laid for them ; for fhould they hazard an open 
battle, they did not think- they fhoukl he a 
match for Jonathan’s army : So they refolved 
to fly ; and having lighted many fires, that 
when the enemy law them they might fuppofe 
they were there Hill, they retired. But when 
Jonathan came to give them battle in the 
morning in their camp, and found it deferted, 
and underftood they were fled, he purfued 
them ; yet he could not overtake them, for 
they had already pafled over the river Eleuthe- 
rus, and were out of danger. So when Jona¬ 
than was returned thence, he went into Ara¬ 
bia, and fought againft the Nabateans, and 
■drove away a great deal of their prey, and 
took [many] captives, and came to Dainafcus, 
arid there fold off that he had taken. About 
the fame time it was, that Simon his brother 
went over all Judea and Paleftine, as far as 
Alkelon, and fortified the ftrong holds ; and 
when he had made them very ftrong, both in 
the edifices erected, and in the garrifons placed 
in them, he came to Joppa; and when he had 
taken it, he brought a great garrifon into it; 
for he heard that the people of Joppa were 
difpofed to deliver up the city to Demetrius’s j 
generals. 

* This tang, who was of the famous race of Arfaces, 
is bo^h here, and I Maccab. xiv. 2. called by the family- 
nani Arfaces ■, hut Appian fays, his proper name was 
Phraates- He is .here alfo called by Jofephus the King of 
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ii. When Simon and Jonathan hid finiflv- 
ij ed thefc affairs, they returned to jcrulalcm, 

I where Jonathan gathered ail the people toge¬ 
ther, and took counlel to t chore the walls of 
jj Jcrulalcm, and to rebuild the wall that cncpm- 
palled the temple, which had been,* thrown 
clown, and to make the places adjoining (hunger 
by very high towers ; and bolides that, to build 
another wall in the mklfl of the city, in order 
to exclude the market-place horn the garrifon 
which was in the citadel, and by that means 
to hinder them from any plenty of provifions ; 
and moreover, to make the fortrefles that were 
in the country much ftrongcr, and more de- 
fenfible, than they wcic before. And when 
thefe things were approved of by the multitude, 
as rightly propoled, Jonathan himiclf took care 
of the building that belonged to the city, and 
lent Simon away to make the fortrefles in the 
country more fecurc than formerly. But De¬ 
metrius pafled over [Euphrates] and came in¬ 
to Mefopotamia, as dhirous to retain that coun¬ 
try Hill, as well as Babylon; and uhen he 
fhoukl have obtained the dominion of the up- 
; per provinces, to lay a foundation for leeovcring 
i his entire kingdom ; for thole Greeks and Ma- 
| ccdonians who dwelt there f-.quemiy Cent am- 
haffadors to him, and promiled, that if he would 
come to them, they would deliver themfelves 
up to him, and affift him in fighting againft 
* Arlaces, the king of the Parthians. So he 
was elevated with thefc hopes, and came huffi¬ 
ly to them, as having refolvtd that, if he had 
once overthrown the Parthians, and gotten an 
army of his own, he would make war againft 
Trypho, and cjcdl him out of Syria; and the 
people of that country received him with great 
alacrity. So he railed forces, with which he 
fought againft Arfaccs, and loft all his army, 
and was himfelf taken alive, as we have clfc- 
where related. 

CHAP. 

the Parthians, as the Greets ufed to call them; hut hy 
the elder author of the firft hook of Maccabees, tlje King 
of the Perfans and Midi f, according to the language of the 
eaftera nations. See Authent. Ret. part II. p. 1108. 
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C H AT. VI. 

How yon all.) an in at Jlain by Treachery ; tfwff 
ho r w thereupon the 'Jews math Simon their 
General and If ah Pricjl: 11 'bat courageous 
Actions alfo he performed , efpei tally againjl 
1 Trypho. 

§ i. l^TOV when Trypho knew what had 
, x >1 befallen Demetrius, ho was no long¬ 
er firm to Antioebus, but contrived by fiubtilty 
to kill him, and then take poffeffion of his king¬ 
dom ; hut the fear that he was in of Jonathan 
was an obfuelc to this his defign, for Jonathan 
was a friend to Antioehus ; for which caufe he 
refolved fid l to take Jonathan out of the way, j 
and then to let about his delsgn relating to An- j 
tiochus : but he judging it bv.ll to take him off | 
by deceit and treachei y, came from Antioch to 
Bethfhan, which by the Creeks is called Sc\'~ 
thopolis , at which pi icc Jonathan met him with 
forty thoufand cliolen men, for he thought that 
he came to light him ; ’nut when he perceived 
that Jonathan was ready to fight, he attempted 
to gain him by prefeuts and kind treatment, 
and gave order to Ins captains to obey him, and 
by thefe means was uefirous to gne him a dur¬ 
ance of his good-wall, and to take away all fiufi- 
picions out of his mind, that lb he might make 
him carelefs and incouhucrjte, and might take 
him when he was unguarded. He alio advifed 
him to dilmii’s liis at my, bccaufe there \v„s no 
occalion for bringing it with him, when there 
was no war, but all was in peace. However, 
he debit'd him to retain a few about him, and 
go with him to Hole mats; for that he would 
deliver the city up to him, and would bring all 
the fortrelfes that were in the country under his 
dominion ; and he told him, that he came with 
thole very defigns. 

2. Yet did not Jonathan fufpedl any thing 
at all by this his management, but believed 
that Trypho gave him this advice out of kind- 
nefs, and with a fimeere defign. Accordingly 
lie difiniffed his army, and retained no more 
than three thoufand of them with him, and 
left two thoufand in Galilee, and he himfelf, 


wi$i one thoufand, came with Trypho to Pto- 
lemais : But when the people of Ptclemais had 
Unit their gates, as it had been commanded 
them by Trypho to do, he took Jonathan alive, 
and flew all that were with'him. He alfo lent 
foldiers again!! thole two thoufand that were 
left in Galilee, in order to deftroy them : but 
thole men having heard the report of what 
had happened to Jonathan, they prevented the 
execution; and before thole that were lent by 
Trypho came, they covered themfelvcs with 
their armour, and went away out of the coun¬ 
try. Now when thole that were lent again!! 
them faw that they were ready to fight for 
their lives, they gave them no difturbance, but 
returned back to Trypho. 

But when the people of Jerufalcm heard 
that Jonathan was taken, and that the foldiers 
who were with him were deftroyed, they de¬ 
plored hi 1 ' fad fate, and there was camel! en¬ 
quiry made about him by every body, and ? 
great and juft fear fell upon them, and made 
them fad, left now they were deprived of the 
courage and conduft of Jonathan, the nations 
about them fhould bear them ill-will; and as 
they were before quiet on account of Jonathan, 
they fhould now rife up again!! them, ami by 
making war with them, fhould force them into 
the utmoft dangers. And indeed what they 
fufpckled really befcl them ; for when thole 
nations heard of the death of Jonathan, they 
began to make war with the Jews, as now def- 
titute of a governor ; and Trypho himfelf got 
an army together, and had an intention to go 
up to Judea, and make war againl! its inhabi¬ 
tants. But when Simon faw that the people of 
| Jerufalem were terrified at the circumftances 
I they were in, he defired to make a fpeech to 
j them, and thereby to render them more refo- 
| lute in oppofing Trypho when he fhould come 
| againl! them. He then called the people to¬ 
gether into the temple, and thence began thus 
to encourage them : “ O my countrymen, you- 
are not ignorant that our father, rnyfelf, and 
my brethren, have ventured to hazard our lives, 
and that willinglyfor the recovery of your liber¬ 
ty B 
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ty ; fmce I have therefore fuch plenty of ex¬ 
amples before me, and we of our family have 
determined with ourfelvcs to die for our laws, 
and our divine worfhip, there fhall no terror be 
to great/ as to banifh this refolution from our 
fouls, nor to introduce in its place a love of life, 
and a contempt of glory. Do you therefore 
follow tne with alacrity whitherfoever I fhall 
lead you, as not deftitute of fuch a captain as is 
willing to futfcr, and to do the greateft things 
tor you ; for neither am I better than my breth¬ 
ren, that I fhould be fparing of my own life, 
nor fo far worfc than they, as to avoid and re- 
fute what they thought the molt honourable of 
all things ; 1 mean, to undergo death for your 
laws, and for that worfhip of God which is pe¬ 
culiar to you : I will therefore give fuch proper 
demonftrations as will fhew that 1 am their 
own brother ; and I am fo hold as to expebt 
that I fhall avenge their blood upon our ene¬ 
mies, and deliver you all, with your wives and 
children, from the injuries they intend againft 
you ; and, with God’s affiftancc, to preferve 
your temple from deftrudfion by them ; for I 
lee that thefe nations have you in contempt, as 
being without a governor, and that they thence 
are encouraged to make war againft you.” 

4, By this fpecch of Simon he inlpircd the 
multitude with courage, and as they had been 
before difpirited through fear, they were now 
raifed to a good hope of better things, info- 
much, that the whole multitude of the people 
cried out all at once, that Simon fhould be 
their leader ; and that, inflead of Judas and 
Jonathan his brethren, he fhould have the go¬ 
vernment over them ; and they promifed, that 
they would readily obey him in whatfoever he 
fhould command them. So he got together 
immediately all his own foldicrs that were fit 
for war, and made hafte in rebuilding the walls 
of the city, and flrengthened them by very high 
and flrong towers ; and. fent a friend of his, 
one Jonathan, the fon of Abfalom, to Joppa, 
and gave him order to ejedt the inhabitants out 
of the city, for he was afraid left they fhould 
deliver up the city to Trypho, but he himfelf 
ftayed tofecure Jerufalem, 


, 5. But Trypho removed from Ptolemals 
with a great army,, and came into Judea, anil 
brought Jonathan with him in bonds. .Si¬ 
mon alio met him with his army at the city 
Adida, which is upon an hill, ami beneath it 
lie the plains of Judea. And when Trypho 
knew that Simon was by the Jews made their 
governor, he fent to him, and would have im¬ 
ped'd upon him by deceit and treachery; and 
defired him, if he would have his brother 
Jonathan releaied, that he would fend him 
an hundred talents of filver, and two of Jona¬ 
than’s ions as hoftjges, that when lie fhall be 
releafed, he may not make Judea revolt from 
the king ; for that at prefent he was kept in 
bonds on account of the money he had borrow¬ 
ed of the king, and now owed it to him. But 
Simon was aware of the craft of Trvplio, and 
although he knew that if he gave him the mo¬ 
ney lie fhould lofe it, and that Trypho would 
not fet his brother free, and withal fhould deliver 
the fons of Jonathan to the enemy; yet became 
he was afraid that he fhould have a calumny 
raifed againft him among the multitude as the 
caufe of his brother’s death, if lie neither gave 
the money, nor fent Jonathan’s f’ons, lie ga¬ 
thered his army together, and told them what 
offers Trypho had made; and added this, that 
the offers were enfnaring and treacherous, and 
yet that it was more eligible to feud the mo¬ 
ney and Jonathan’s fons, than to be liable to 
the imputation of not complying with Trypho’s 
offers, and thereby refilling to five his brother. 
Accordingly Simon fent the fons of Jonathan, 
and the money; but when Trypho had recei¬ 
ved them, he did not keep his promife, nor fet 
Jonathan free, but took his army, and went 
about all the country, and refolvcd to go up 
afterward to Jerufalem by the way of Idumea, 
while Simon went over againft him with his 
army, and all along pitched his own camp 
over againft his. 

6. But when thofe that were in the citadel 
had fent to Trypho, and befought him to make 
hafte, and come to them, and to fend them 
provifions, he prepared his cavalry, as though 

he 
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he would be at Jerufalcm that very night; but 
fo great a quantity of fnow fell in the night, 
that it covered the roads, and made them fo 
deep that there was no palling, efpecially for 
the cavalry- This hindrcd him from coming 
to Jcrulalem; whereupon Trypho removed 
thence, and came into Cclcfyria, and falling 
vehemently upon the land of Gilead, he llew 
Jonathan there; and when he had given order 
for his burial* * * § he returned himfelf to Antioch. 
However, Simon fent fome to the city Bafca to 
bring away his brother’s hones, and buried 
them in their own city Modin ; and all the 
people made great lamentation over him. Si¬ 
mon alfo created a very large monument for 
his father, and his brethren, of white and po- 
lilhed done, and raifed it a great height, and 
fo as to be feen a long way off, and made cloif- 
ters about it, and fet up pillars, which were of 
one ltonc a-piccc ; a work that was wonderful 
to fee. Moreover, he built feven pyramids alfo 
for his parents, and his brethren, one for each 
of them, which were made very furprifing, 
both for their largcnefs and beauty, and which 
have been preferved to this day : and we know 
that it was Simon who bedewed fo much zeal 
about the burial of Jonathan, and the building 
of thefe monuments for his relations. Now Jo¬ 
nathan died when he had been high pried 
'* four years, and had been alfo the governor 
of his nation. And thefe were the eircum- 
dances that concerned his death. 

y. But Simon, who was made high pried 
by the multitude, on the very fird year of his 
Jiigli priedhood fet his people free from their 

* There is fome error in the copies here, when no more 

than four years arc aferihed to the high prirlthood of Jona¬ 
than. We know by Jofephus’s laft Jewifh chronology, 

Antiq. B. XX. chap. x. that there was an interval of feven 
vears between the death of Alcimus orJacimus,the laft high 
piieft, and the Teal high priedhood of Jonathan, to whom 
yet thofe feven years feem here to be aferibed, as a part 
of them were to Judas before, Antiq. 15 . XII. chap. x. 

§ 6. Now fince, betides thofe feven years interregnum in 
the pontificate, we arc told, Antiq. B. XX. chap. x. that 
Jonathan's real high priedhood lalled feven years more, 
thefe two feven years will make up fourteen years, which 
I fuppofe was Jofephus’s own ifumbcr in this place, in- 
.jlcjd of four in our prefent copies. 

| Thcl'c 170 years of the Ailyri.ins mean no more, as 
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flavery under the Macedonians, and permitted 
them to pay tribute to them no longer; which 
liberty and freedom from tribute they obtained 
after an f hundred and feventy years of the 
kingdom of the Affyrians, which wastafter Se- 
leucus, who was called Nicator , got the do¬ 
minion over Syria. Now the affe&ion of the 
multitude towards Simon was fb great, that in 
their contracts one with another, and in their 
public records, they wrote, “In the firft year 
of Simon, the benefactor and cthnarch of the 
Jewsfor under him they were very happy, 
and overcame the enemies that were round 
about them, for Simon overthrew the city Ga~ 
zara, and Joppa, and Jamnia. He alfo took 
the citadel of Jerufalcm by liege, and caff it 
down to the ground, that it might not be any 
more a place of refuge to their enemies when 
they took it, to do them a mifehief, as it had 
been till now. And when he had done this/ 
he thought it their bell way, and moft for then- 
advantage, to level the very mountain itfelf, 
upon which that citadel happened to Hand, 
that fo the temple might be higher than it. 
And indeed, when he had called the multitude 
to an affembly, he perfuaded them to have it 
fo demolffhed; and this, by putting them in 
mind what miferies they had fuffered by its 
garrifon, and the Jewifh deferters, and what 
miferies they might hereafter fuffer, in cafe any 
foreigner fhould obtain the kingdom, and put 
a garrifon into that citadel. This fpeech in¬ 
duced the multitude to ti compliance, becaufe 
he exhorted them to nothing but what was for 

their 

Jofephus explains here, than from the sera of Seleucus, 
-which, as it is known to have begun on the 312th year 
before the Chriftian tcra, from its fpring in the firft hook 
of Maccabees, and from its autumn in the feeond book 
of Maccabees, fo did it not begin at Babylon till the next 
fpring, on the 3 nth year. See Prid. at the year 312. And 
it is truly obferved by Dr Hudfon on this place, that the 
Syrians and Affyrians are fometimes confounded in an¬ 
cient authors, according to the wordsof Juftin, the cpito- 
mizer of Trogus Pompeius, who fays, That the Affyri- 
ans were afterward called Syrian/.” B. I, chap. xi. See 
Of the War, B. V. chap. ix. § 4. where the Philiilincs 
themfelves, at the veryfouth limit of Syria, in its utmofl: 
extent, are called AJJyrians by Jofephus, as Spanheim ob- 
fcrv#a. 
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their own good : So they all fet themfelves to 
the work, and levelled the mountain, and in 
that work, fpent both day and night without 
any intermiffion, which coft them three whole 
years before it was removed, and brought to 
an entire level‘with the plain of the reft of 
the city. After which, the temple was the 
higheft of all the buildings, now the citadel, 
as well as the mountain whereon it ftood, were 
c-emolifhcd. And thefe actions were thus per¬ 
formed under Simon. 


CHAP. VII. 

lint' Simon confederated himfelf with Antiochus 
Pius, and made War againjl Trypbo : and a 
little afterward agaiujl Ccndcbcus , the Gene¬ 
ral oj ' Antiochus's Army : As a/Jo, how Si¬ 
mon was murdered by his Son-in-Law I > tole- 
my, and that by Treachery. 

§ r. * 7 ^TOW a little while after Demetrius 
had been carried into captivity, 
Trypbo his governor '|‘ deftroyed Antiochus, 
the fon of Alexander, who was alfo called 
% the God ; and this when he had reigned four 
years, though he gave it out that he died under 

* It mu ft here be diligently noted, that Jofephus’s co¬ 
py of the fir ft book of Mac cable us, which he had fo caie- 
rully followed, and faithfully abridged as far as the 50th 
verfe of the twelfth chapter, feems there to have ended. 
What few things there are afterward common to both, 
might probably be learned by him from tome other more 
imperfect records, However, v\ e mull exactly obferve 
here, what the remaining part of that book of the Mac¬ 
cabees informs us of, and what Jofephus would never 
have omitted, had his copy contained fo much, that this 
Simon the Groat, the Maccabee, made a league with An¬ 
tiochus Soter, the fori of Demetrius Soter, and brother of 
the other Demetrius, who was now a captive in Parthia, 
and that, upon his corning to the crown, about the 140th 
year before the ChrilHan sera, he granted great privileges 
to the Jewifh nation, and to Simon, their high prieft and 
cthnarch, which privileges Simon feems to have taken of 
his own accord, about three years before. In particular, 
he gave him leave to coin money for his country with his 
own Ramp •, and as concerning Jerufalem, and the fanc- 
ruary, that they fliould be free, or, as the vulgar .Latin hath 
it, bah and free, i Maccab. xv. 6, 7. which I take to be 
the truer reading, as being the very words of his father’s 
toncclhon offered to Jonathan feveral years before, ch. x. 
31. and Antiq. I>. XIII. ch. ii. § 3. Now what makes 
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the hands of the furgeons. lie then fent his 
friends, and thofe that were molt intimate with 
him, to the foldiers ; and promifed that he 
would give them a great deal of money if they 
would make him king. He intimated \o them 
that Demetrius was made a captive by site Par- 
thians ; and that Demetrius’s brother Antio¬ 
chus, if he came to be king, would do them a 
great deal of mifehief, in way of revenge for 
j their revolting from his brother. So the fot- 
| diers, in expectation of the wealth they should 
| get by bellowing the kingdom on Trypbo, 
1 made him their ruler. However, when Try- 
| pho had gained the management of affairs, he 
j demonftrated his difpofition to be wicked ; for 
while he was a private perfon, he cultivated a 
familiarity with the multitude, and pretended 
to great moderation, and fo drew them on art¬ 
fully to whatfoever he pleafed ; hut when he 
had once taken the kingdom, he laid afsde any 
farther diflimulation, and was true Trypbo; 
which behaviour made Ids enemies fuperior to 
him ; for the foldiery hated him, and revolted 
from him to Cleopatra, the wife of Demetrius, 
who was then fhut up in Sclcucia with her 
children. But as Antiochus, the brother cf 

De¬ 
lhi? date and thefe grants greitly re mark dole, is the Rato 
oi the remaining genuine Rickils of the Jews with Sama¬ 
ritan characters, which feem 10 have h-en (moll of them 
at leaft) coined in the four Inf! years oi tin;, Simon, the 
Afamonean, and having upon them thefe words on one 
tide, Jern/alun the holy , and on the roerfi-, In the y of 
freedom, 1. or 2. or 3. or 4. which Iliek J.s therefore si 
original monuments of thefe times, and undeniable mark;, 
of the truth ol the hillory in thefe chapters, though ' r oe 
in great meafure omitted by Jofephus. S t Jiffo on the 
Old'Tell. p. 157, 138. The realon why I rath r ihpn-R:. 
that his copy of the Maccabees wanted thefe < h qifet 
than that his own copies are here impeifect, is tLi., tint 
all their contents arc not here omitted, though much the 
greateft part be. 

f How Trypho killed this Antiochus, the epitome of 
Livy informs us, ch. 55. W::. that he corrupted Ids pliv- 
ficians, or furgeons, who falfely pretending to the people 
that he was periflting with the Rone, as they cut him lor 
it, killed him, which exactly agrees with jofephus. 

J That this'Antiochus, the fon of Ale tender Uabr, 
was called the God , is evident from his coins, which .Span- 
heim allures us, bears this infeription, Kin^ Ant'ochus lU 
God, Ejoiphancs the Victorious. 


5 T 
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Demeimr, who w;is called Sotcr y was not ad¬ 
mitted by any ni the cities on account of Try¬ 
pho, Gleopatrn lent to him, and invited him to : 
marry her, and to take tire kingdom. The j 
realons why {lie made this invitation were thefe: ; 
That her friends perfuaded her to it, and that i 
flie was afraid for herleif, in cafe I’orne of the 
people of .Scleucu fhould deliver up the city to 
Try j 1)1 o. 

e. As Antiochus was now come to Scleucia, 
and his forces increaled every day, he marched 
to fight Trypho ; and having beaten him in the 
battle, he ejected him out of the upper Syria 
into Phenicia, and purfued him thither, and 
hefteged him in Dora, which -was a fortreis hard 
to be taken, whither he had fled. He alio lent 
ambafladors to Simon, the Jewifh high prieft, 
about a league of friendihip and mutual ailrif- 
ance : Who readily accepted of the invitation, 
and font to Antiochus great lams of money and j 
provilions, for thole that beiieged Dora, and 
thereby tu])plied them very plentifully; fo that 
for a little while he was looked upon as one of 
his mold intimate friends ; but ftill Trypho fled 
from Dora to Apamia, where he was taken 
during the liege, and put to death, when he 
had reigned three years. 

3. Hoyvi'.vvr, Antiochus forgot the kind 
aflillancc that Simon had afforded him in his 
neceflity, by reafon of his covetous and wick¬ 
ed dilpohtion, and committed an at my of fol- 
diers to his friend Cendebeus, and fent him at 
once to ravage Judea, and to fei/e Simon. 
When Simon heard of Antiochus's breaking 
his league with him, although he were now in 
years, yet, provoked with the unjuft treatment 
he met with from Antiochus, and taking a re- 
folution brifker than his age could well hear, 
he went like a young man to act as general of 
Ills army. He alio fent his Ions before among 
the molt hardy of his foldiers, and he himfelf 
marched on with his army another way, and 

* Here ]r>fephus begins to follow, rind to abridge the 
next f.icred Hebrew book, llykd in the end of the firil 
book of M.Kcaba-m, The ChrjnirLs of 'John (Hyrcanus’s) 
High Priefthood; but in ibme of the Greek copies, the 
fourthshAk of Muceab jus. A Greek verfion of this chroni¬ 
cle was extant not very long ago, in the days of Santes 
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laid many of his men in atnbufhes in the nar¬ 
row valleys between the mountains ; nor did 
he fail of fuccefs in any one of hip, attempts, 
hut was too hard for his enemies in every one 
of them. So he led the reft cf lira 11G in 
peace, and did alfo himfelf.make a league with 
the Romans. 

4. Now he was the ruler of the Jews in all 
eight years; but at a feaft came to his end. Ji 
was caufed by the treachery of his ibn-in-law 
Ptolemy ; who caught alfo his wife, and two 
of his fons, and kept them in bonds. He alfo 
fent foinc to kill John, the third foil, wiuT 
name was Hyrcanus | but the young man per¬ 
ceiving them coming, he * avoided the danger 
he was in from them, and made hafle into 
the city [Jerufalem] as relying on the good¬ 
will of the multitude, becaufc of the benefits 
they had received from his father, and becaufc 
of the hatred the fame multitude bare to Pto¬ 
lemy ; fo that, when Ptolemy was endeavour¬ 
ing to enter the city by another gate, they 
drove him away, as having already admitted 
of Hyrcanus. 


C II A P. VIII. 

Hyrcanus receives the High Pricjlbood , and cjctls 
Ft(dany out of the. Country. Antiochus makes 
War againji Hyrcanus , and afterward makes 
a Leapuc with him. 

O 

§ i.QO Ptolemy retired to one of the fortref- 
lbs that was above Jericho, which was 
called Dagon : But Hyrcanus having taken the 
priefthood that had been his father’s before, 
and in the ftrft place propitiated God by facri- 
ljces, he then made an expedition againfi Pto¬ 
lemy ; and when he made his attacks upon the 
place, in other points he was too hard for him, 
but was rendered weaker than he by the com- 

m deration 

Pngninus, and Sextus Senenfis, at Lyons, though it leans 
to have been there burnt, and to be now utterly Joft. See 
Sextus Senenfis’ account of it, of its many Hcbr&ifnis, 
and its great agreement with Jofcphus’s abridgement, u\ 
the Authent. Rcc. part I. p. 20 6, to;, 208. 
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miferation he had for his mother and brethren, 
and by that only ; for Ptolemy brought them 
upon the wall, and tormented them in the 
iiijit of all, and threatened that he would throw 
them nown h-e^tllong, unlefs Hyrcanus would 
leave off the liege. And as he thought that fo 
far as he relayed as to the liege and taking of 
the place, fo much favour did he {hew to thole 
that were dcareft to him by preventing their 
- nailery, his zeal about it was cooled. How¬ 
ever, his mother lpread out her hands, and 
begged of him that he would not grow remifs 
on her account, hut indulge his indignation fo 
much the more, and that he would do his ut- 
molt to take the place quickly, in order to get 
their enemy under his power, and then to a- 
venge upon him what he had done to thole 
that were deareft to himlelf; for that death 
would he to her fwcct, though with torment, 
T that enemy of theirs might hut be brought to 
puniihmcnt for his wicked dealings to them. 
Now when his mother laid fo, he refolvcd to 
take the fortrefs immediately ; hut when lie law 
her beaten, and torn to pieces, his courage fail¬ 
ed him, and he could not hut fympathize with 
what his mother buffered, and was thereby over¬ 
come. And as the liege was drawn out into 
length by this means, that year on which the 
jews ufe to reft came on; for the Jews obferve 
this reft every leventh year, as they do every 
feventh day ; fo that Ptolemy being % for this 
caufe relealed from the war, he flew the breth¬ 
ren of Hyrcanus, and his mother : and when 

* Hence we learn, that in the clays of this excellent 
high pried John Hytcanus, the obfervation of the Jabbai'u 
year, as Jofephlis fuppofed, required a reft from war, as 
did that of the nwtJy fabbaih from work : I mean this, un¬ 
lefs in the cafe of neceility, when the Jews were attacked 
by their enemies, in which'cafe indeed, and in which a- 
lone, they then allowed dcfenftve fighting to be lawful 
even on the Sabbath-day, as we fee in fcveral places of Jo- 
fephus, Antiq. B. XII. ch. vi. § 2. B. XIII. ch. i. § 3. 
Of the "War, B. I. ch. vii. §3. But then it mull he no¬ 
ted, that this roll from war no way appears in the iirlt book 
of Maccabees, ch. xvi. but the direct: contrary ; though 
indeed the Jews, in the days of Antiochus hpiphancs, cml 
not venture upon fighting on the Sabbath-day, even in the 
defence of their own lives, till the Afamoncans or Macca¬ 
bees decreed fo to do, 1 Maecab. ii. 32,-41. Antiq. 

B„ XII. ch. >.. ( 2. 
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he had fo done, he fled to Zeno, who was cal¬ 
led Cotylas , who was then the (want of the city 
Philadelphia. 

2. But Aut-ioihus being very uneoiy at the 
naileries that Simon had brought upon him, 
he invaded Judea in the fourth year of hi:, 
reign, and the lull year of the principality of 
Hyrcanus, in the + hundred and fixty-iecond 
olympaid. And when he had burnt the coun¬ 
try, he flint up 11) reanus in the city, which 
he cncomp,tiled round with liven encamp¬ 
ments, hut did juft nothing at the lirfl, be- 
caufe of the ftrength oi the walls, and heeaufe 
of the valour ol the bclicgul, alilioii'di thev 
were once in want of water, which yet they 
were delivered irom by a large fhower ol 
rain, which icll at the .j letting of the Plei¬ 
ades. However, about the north pail of the 
wall, where it happened the city was upon a 
level with the outward ground, the king railed 
an hundred towers ol three ilorics high, and 
placed bodies of loldier; upon them, and as he 
made his attacks every day, he cut a double 
ditch, deep and broad, and confined the inha¬ 
bitants within it, as within a wall ; but the bc- 
fleged connived to make frequent lid lies out, 
and if the enemies were not any where upon 
their guard, they iell upon them, and did them 
a great deal of mifehief, and if they perceived 
them, they then retired into the city with 
I calc. But hccaule Hyrcanus difeerned the in¬ 
convenience of lo great a number of men in 

the 

• * 

[ Jofcphus’s copies, both Creek and Latin, have hi re 
a grots lmtl.'ke, v.'iieii they fay, that this fir A yc"i ot John 
Hyrcanus, which we have juft now ften to have been a 
fabbahe \ear, was m the 1621! olympiad, whereas it v .!, 
j for certain the feconet year c>f the 161ft. See the- like be- 
I U»rc, B. XII. chap vii. y 6. 

i J 'I’liis heliacal letting of the Pleiades, or f.vc-n (Lr*-, 

I was, in the days of Hyicatius and Jofepl us, early in the- 
fpring, about February, the time ot the latter ram in ja- 
elc-a : and this, fu far as I remember, is tlie. e nly uftro- 
| nomical charactei of time, betides one e-chpfe ot tne-it.oon 
in t!ic reign ol Ileiod, that we meet v..th in all JolepLus, 
the Jews being littie aceullomed to the aitioiK n.tc-.d c-h- 
fer.ations, any farther than for the ufes of their k.Je.ukur, 
and utterly lot bidden thofe aftrcloghal ufes vylnch th: 
heathens commonly mails of them. 
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the city, while the provifionr, were the fooner 
lpent by them, and yet, as is natural to fup- 
pofe, thole great number:; did nothing, lie fc- 
parated the uleIds part, and excluded them out 
of the city, and retained that part only which 
were in the flower of their age, and lit for war. 
However, Antiochns would not let thole that 
wore excluded go awa'y who therefore wan¬ 
dering about between the walls, and confirm¬ 
ing away by famine, died mi drably ; hut when 
the icall of tabernacles was at hand, thofe that 
were within commiirrated their condition, and 
received tliem in again. And when Hyrcanus 
lent to Antioeluis, and dehred there migb.t he 
a truce for feven days, beanie of tlie feilival, 
he gave way to this piety towards Hod, and 
made that truce accordingly ; And bolides that, 
he lent in a magnificent iaerihee, bulls with 
their *’ horns gilded, with all forts of fweet 
f pices, and with cups of gohl and tdver. So 
thofe that were at the gates received the facri- 
fiecs from thofe that brought them, and led 
'them to the temple, Antiochns the meanwhile 
leading hi; army; which was a quite differ¬ 
ent conduct from Antiochns Epipluncs, who, 
when lie had taken the city, ottered fwine upon 
the altar, and IprinkLd the temple with the 
broth of their fletli, in order to violate the laws 
of the j ".vs, :uul the religion tliev derived from 
their f'.e.viathurs ; for which n.uon our nation 
made war with him. and would never b, recon¬ 
ciled to him: Bm for this Antiovhur, all men 
cille.l him thti /vfor the great 

/Ca! he b.a.d about religion.. 

Ae eon oi no t.v Ilyivanns took this mo¬ 
deration of his kindly; and when he under- 
flood hn.v religions he was towards the Deity, 
lie feat an amluflage to him, find defired that 
be would relluiv the lettletnents they received 
four their forefathers. So he rejected the 
i. o utiri "f thole tint '[ would have him utterly 
tielbov the nation, by reafon of their way of 
iiving, which was to other? u:mu table, and 

* I)t Uuiiioa tells u.> Lot *, that ttu.s cuftom of gilding 
the Iiuti'-. <>. tin no evil that wri.- !a he tacriiued is .1 
ti:i ihr.i;.', hot !< in the foe Is am! or. mi*. 

; Tl'i • f.t j.if'plno, that :uc prefont Antio- 
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did not regard what they laid. But being per- 
fuaded that all they did war. out of a religious 
mind, he anfwcred the ambafla ’ "Hat if 
the beheged would deliver up th 
pay tribute for Joppa, and the r ‘ 
deied upon Judea, and admit a gain..... .. 
on thelc terms, lie would make war againfl 
them no longer. But the Jews, although they 
were content with the other conditions, did 
not agree to admit the garrilon, becauie they 
could not affoeiate with other people, nor eon- 
verfe with them; yet they were willing, in- 
fiend of tlie admiffion of the garrifon, to give 
him hoflagcs, and five hundred talents < j fdver ; 
of which they paid down three hundred, and 
lent the hoflages immediately, wliieh king An- 
tiochus accepted. One of thofe liofbtges was 
Hyrcanus’s brother: but Hill he broke down 
the fortifications that eucompafled the city : 
and upon lliclc conditions Antiochns broke up 
the liege, and departed. 

4. But Hyrcanus opened the fepukhre of 
David, who excelled all other kings in rich¬ 
es, and took out of it three thoufand talents. 
He was alfo the flift of the Jews that, relying 
on his wealth, maintained foreign troops. There, 
was alio a league of friendihip and mutual ai- 
fiflance made between them: Upon which, 
Hyicarms admitted him into the city, and fur- 
nifhed him with what.'cover his army wanted 
in great plenty, and with great gcncrofity, and 
inarched along with him when he made an ex- 
pedition againfl the Partisans ; of which Nico¬ 
lai;? of Damafcus is a witneis for us ; who in 

| his hillory writer thus: “When Antiochns 
had erected a trophy at the river I.yeus, upon 
his comjueil of indates, the general of the Par¬ 
thian?, he flaved there two days. It was at 
the dclirc of Hyrcanus the Jew, becauie it was 
inch a lenival derived to them from their fore¬ 
fathers, whereon the law of the Jews did not 
allow them to travel.” And truly he did not 

fpeak 

, cl;ns wns pcrlua.icct, !hough in vain, not to make peace 
with the Jews, hut to cut them oil utterly, is fully con* 
fame! by Diodorus Siculus, in Photins’s ftSUacU out ol 
his XXA1V. book. 

I 
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fpeak falfely in faying fo ; for that fcftival, 
which we call Pentecojl , did then fall out to 
he the nest day to the Sabbath : Nor is it * * * § law¬ 
ful for ps to journey, either on the Sabbath- 
thvyy*.on"* 5 Hfeftival day. But when Antio- 
clius joined battle with Arfices, the king of 
i'arthia, he lofj: a great part of his army, and 
was himfelf flqin : and his brother Demetrius 
iuccceded in the kingdom of Syria, by the pcr- 
miiTion of Arfaces, who freed him from his 
captivity, at the fame time that Antiochus at¬ 
tacked Parthia, as we have formerly related 
elle where. 


C II A P. IX. 

lb ■ic f after the Death of Antiochus, Hyrcanus 
made an Expedition agatnjl S yria, and made 
a League -with the Romans. Concerning the 
Death of King Demetrius and Alexander. 

§ i. T~> U T when Hyrcanus heard of the 
XD death of Antiochus, he prcfently made 
an expedition againfl. the cities of Syria, hop¬ 
ing to find them definite of^fighting men, and 
of fueh as were able to defend them. How¬ 
ever, it was not till the fixth month that he 
took Medaba, and that not without the great 
ililtrefs of his army: After this he took Same- 
-ga, and the neighbouring places ; and bolides 
thefe, Shechem, and Gerizzim, and the nation 

* The Jews;' were not to march or journey on the Sab¬ 
bath, or on fuch a great feftival as was equivalent to the 
Sabbath, any farther than a Sabbath-day s journey, or 2000 
cubits fee the note on Antiq. B. XX. chap. viii. § 6. 

f This account of the Idumeans admitting circumcifion, 

and the entire Jewifh law, from this time, ox from the 
days of Hyrcanus, is confirmed by their entire hiftory af¬ 
terward. See Antiq. B. XIV. chap. viii. § 1. B. XV. 
chap. vii. § 9. Of the War, B. II. chap. iii. § 1. B. IV. 
chap. iv. § 5. This, in the opinion of Jofephus, made them 
profelytes of jufttce, or entire Jews, as here and elfe- 
where, Antiq. B. XIV. chap. viii. § 1. However, Antigo- 
nus, the enemy of Herod, though Herod were derived 
from fuch a profelyte of juftice for feveral generations, will 
allow him to be no more than half Jena, B. XIV. chap. xv. 

§ 2. But ftill take out of Dean Prideaux, at the year 129, 
the words of Ammonius a grammarian, which fully con¬ 
firm this account of the Idumeans in Jofephus: “ The 
Jews, fays he, are tech by nature, and from the beginning. 
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oi ‘die Cutheans, who dwelt at the temple which 
relrmhled that temple which was at Jerufalem, 
and which Alexander permitted Sanballat, the 
general of his army, to build, for the fake of 
lYIanadeh, who was lon-in-law to Judd'e' 1 the 
high prieft, as we have lonnerly related. ; v hit b. 
temple was now defer ted two hundred \ ad’ 
ter it was built. Hyrcanus took alia 
and M.uiliJ, cities ol Idumea, and fithdueei aii 
ihe Idumeani; and permitted them m il.iv in, 
that country, if they would riivmtedhi their 
genitals, and make uie ol the laws of the Jews ; 
and they were fo dchrous of living in the 
country of their forefithers, that they r fubmit- 
ted to the vie of circumcifion, ami of the reft 
of the Jewilh ways oi 'Bring ; at which time 
therefore this befel them, that they were here¬ 
after no other than hew 

2 . Bu r I lyreanv.. t he high pried was dcitr¬ 
ous to renew that league oi’ iViendfliip they had 
with the Romans : Accordingly he lent an am- 
baflugc to them ; and when the fen ate had re¬ 
ceived their epiftle, they made a league of 
friendfhip with them, after the manner follow¬ 
ing : “ Fanius, the ion of Marcus the pretor, 
gathered the lenate together on the eighth day 
before the ides of February', in tin fcnutc-hoidc, 
when Lucius Manlius, the fon of Lucius, of 
the Mcntine tribe, and Cains Semproniu:., the 
fon of Cains, cf the Falernian trine, v/cie pro 

fent. 

whilft the Idumeans were net Jews fioro tbe beglmiii.g, 
but Phenirians, and Syrians ; but being afterward), fufi¬ 
ll ucd by the Jews, and compelled to’be circunieiled, ami 
to unite into one nation, and be fubjeft to the fame laws, 
they were called Jews.” Dio alfo fays, as the Dean there 
quotes him, from B. XXXVI. p. 37. “That country is 
Called Judea, and the people Jours ; and this name is giv¬ 
en alfo to as many others as embrace their 1 ehgion, though 
of other nations.” But then upon what foundation fngnot! 
a governor as Hyrcanus took upon him to corny /thefe Idu¬ 
means, either to become Jews, or to leave their country, 
deferves great confideration. I fuppofc itwasbr.cjufe thev 
had long ago been driven out of the land «of Edom, and 
had feized on and poilefled the tribe of Simeon, and all 
the fouthern parts of the tribe of Judah, which was the. 
peculiar inheritance ol the worfhippers of the true God 
without fdolatiy, as the reader may learn from Behind, 
Palcftin. Part. 1 . p. 154, 305. and from Prideaux, at die 
wars 740 and 163. 

5 U 
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font. .The oi'cafion w.t 
ft'nt hv the r ' people ol the Je\ 
of Dolithens, and Apnlh 
ander, and Diodorus the in 
were good and vim mu:; me 
to propofe about that league ct friendlhip and 
mutual afliftanee which luhitiled between them 
and the Homans, and ah'ouf other public affairs, 
who dehred that Joppa, am! th- havens, and 
Hazara, and the ipvings [of Jordan] anji the 
feveral other cities and countries of theirs, which 
Antiochus had taken from them in the war, 
contrary to the decree of the lenatc, might be 
be rellored to them ; and that it miglit not be 
lawful lor the king’s troops to pais through • 
tiieir country, and the countries of thofe that ! 
are fubjedl to them: Ami that what attempts ! 
Anrioehus had made during that war, without 
the: dtC'V: of fenatc, might be made void; 
and tli if they would lend am bulla dors, who 
fhouid take caie that reflitulion he made them 
of what Antioch us had taken from them, and 
that thev fhouid make an eftimate of the coun¬ 
try that bad keen hid wade in the war; and 
tlut they would grant them letters of protec¬ 
tion to the kings, and ftee people, in order to 
their quiet return home. It was therefore de¬ 
creed, as to thefe points, to renew their league 
of friendliiip and mutual abidance with thefe 
good men, and who were lent by a good and 
a friendly people/’ Hut that as to the letters 
defiled, tiieir aniwer was, that the ienate would 
confuit about that matter, when their own af¬ 
fairs would give them leave, and that they 
would endeavour lor the time to come, that no 
like injury fhuuld he done them ; and that their 
pretor Fauius, humid give them money out-of 
the public treahirv to hear their expellees home. 
And thus did Fa runs difmils the Jcwilh ambaf- 
fadors, and gave them money out of the pub¬ 
lic treafury ; and pave the decree of the fe- 
nate to thdfe that were to conduZl them, and 
to take eaie that they fhould return borne in 
faiety. 

■ Ah’it thus flood the a flairs of Uyrcanus 
* h; tills decree of ike Roman lci.atc, it teems, that 


the high pried. But as for king Demetrius, 
wiio had a mind to make war againfl Ilyr- 
canus, there was no opportunity nor room for 
it, while both the Syrians and the foldiers hear 
ill-will to him, bccaufe lie was a n ill man. Ku- 
when they had lent ambafladors to Ptolemy, 
who was called Phyfcon , that he would fend 
them one of the family of Seleucus, in orda 
to take the kingdom, and he had lent them 
Alexander, who was called Zchina , witli an 
army, and there had been a battle between 
them, Demetrius was beaten in the light, and 
fled to Cleopatra his wife to Ptolcinais, bu; 
his wife would not receive him. He went 
thence to 1’yre, and was there caught ; and 
when he had differed much from his enemies 
before his death, he was flam by them. So 
Alexander took the kingdom, and made a 
league with Uyrcanus, who yet, when he 
afterward fought with Antiochus, the fun of 
Demetrius, who was called Grypus , was alio 
beaten in the light, “and iLim 


cpp. X. 

How , upon the Quarrel between Antiochus Cry- 
pus and Antiochus CyAcenus about the King¬ 
dom, Uyrcanus tool Samaria, and utterly dc- 
molifhed it; and how Uyrcanus joined hhnfelj 
to the Sect of the Sadducces, and left that of 
the Phar fccs. . 

§ i-\X 7 HEN Antiochus had taken ,the 
VV kingdom, he was afraid to make 
j war againft Judea, bccaufe he heard that his 
i brother by the fame mother, who was alfo cal- 
; led Antiochus, was raifing an army againll him 
out of Cyzicmn ; fo he ftaid in his own land, 
and refolded to prepare himfelf for the attack 
he expedited from his brother, who was called 
CyAccnus, becaufe he had been brought up in 
that city. He was the fon of Antiochus, who 
was called Soter, who died in Parthia. He 
was the brother of Demetrius, the father oil 

Gry- 

thefe ambafladors were fent from the. profile rf (be Jeevs, 
as well as from their prince or big!: priejl Jihn Hyreauus* 
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that tie ambafladors ! ! 
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ilium tlie fon 
nris site (on of Alex¬ 
ei j.ilon, who 
had lomowhat 
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Cry-pus ; for it had fo happened, that one and j| Samaria, and Ihut them amain within the xval 
the fame Cleopatra was married to two, who till thev were forced to fend fir the fame An- 


were brethren, as we have related clfewhere. But 
Antiochus Cyziccnus coming into Syria, con- 
-nw;cd / maity-years at war with his brother. 
Now Hyrcanus lived all this while in peace : 
For alter the death of Antiochus, he * revolted 
from tire Macedonians; nor did he any longer 
pay them the lead regard, either as their lub- 
jeCt, or their friend ; but his affairs were in a 
very improving and flouriihing condition in 
the times of Alexander Zebina, and efpecialiy 
under thefe brethren ; for the war which they 
had with one another gave Hyrcanus the op¬ 
portunity of enjoying himfelf in Judea quietly, 
infomuch, that he got an imrncnfe quantity of 
money. However, when Antiochus Cyzice- 
nus diftreffed his land, he then openly fhewed 
what he meant. And when he law that An- 
tioclms was deflimtc of Egyptian auxiliaries, 
and tha.t both lie and his brother were in an 
T: condition in the ftruggles they had one with 
anothei, he defpifed them both. 

c. So h made an expedition againR Samaria, 
which was a very ftrong city ; of whofe pre- 
fent name Sebajlc, and its rebuilding by Herod, 
wc Ihall fpcak at a proper time : But he made 
his attack againft it, and beficged it with a 
great deal of pains ; for he was greatly difplca- 
fed with the Samaritans for the injuries they 
had done to the people of Manila, a colony of 
the Jews, and confederate with them, and this 
in compliance to the kings of Syria. When 
he had therefore drawn a ditch, and built a 
double wall round the city, which were four- 
fcore furlongs long, he fet his fens Antigouus 
and Ariftobulus over the hege, which brought 
the Samaritans to that great diftreff by famine, 
that they were forced to eat what ufed not be 
eaten, and to call for Antiochus Cyzicenus to 
help them, who came readily to their affiftance, 
but was beaten by Ariftobulus ; and when he 
was purfued as far as Scythopolis by the two 

brethsen, lie got away : So they returned to 

* 

* Dean Pmkaux takes notice at the year 130, that 
JufHti, in agre«Ti< ra with Jofcplms, fays, “ The power 
.4 thi Jews was now grown fo -real, that alter this An- 


tiochus a leeond time to help them, who pro¬ 
cured about iix thoufmd men from .Ptolemy 
Lathyrus, which were lent them w.ithout his 
mother’s confcnt, who had them iu a manner 
turned him out ol his government. With thefe 
Egyptians Antiochus did at lir 11 over-run and 
ravage the country of Ilytv.imt:; after (he man¬ 
ner of a robber • for he dtirft not meet him in 
| the face to light with him, as not having an 
I army luffieient for that purpoic ; but only from 
this fuppolal, that, by thus huraffmg his laud, 
lie fhould force Hyrcanus to mill: the liege of 
Samaria : but hceaufe he fell into mans, and 
loft many of his foldicrs there, lie went away 
to Tripoli, and committed the prolecution oi 
the war agaiull tlie Jews to Callimander and 
Epicrates. 

3. But as to C.tlliinandcr, he attacked the 
enemy too raliilv, and was pur to flight, and 
deftroyed immediately ; and as to Epicrates, he 
was fuch a lover of numey, that he openly be¬ 
trayed Scythopolis, and other places near it, to 
the Jews, hut was not able to make them mile 
the liege of Samaria. And when Hyrcanus had 
taken that city, which was not done till after a. 
year’s liege, he was not contented with doing 
that only, hut he demoJilhed it entirely, and 
brought rivulets to it to drown it; for he dug; 
fuch hollows as might let the wa.ler run under 
if; nay, lie took away the verv marks that there 
had ever been fuch a city there. Now a very 
furprizing thing is related of this high prieft. 
Elyrcnrius, how God came to ciifeourfc with 
him : For they lay, that on the very fame clay 
on which his funs fought with Antiothm. Cy¬ 
zicenus, he was alone in the temple, as high 
prieft, offering, iuccnie, and heard a \oicc, 
That “ his Tons had juft then cn eremite Au'do- 
chus.” And this he openly deck red before alt 
the multitude upon his coming out <>H the tem¬ 
ple ; and it accordingly proved true : And in 
this pollute were the affairs of 11 \ reanus. 

tiocltus they would not hen ;my IiNcoh uugii s ; c >'• 
them, and that th y fet up a govt > ini-. nt ct then <. • v 
and infclitd Syii.i with great v, 
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4. Now it happened at this time, that not 
only thole Jews who were at Jerufalem and in 
Judea were in profperity, but alfo thofe of them 
that were at Alexandria, and in Egypt, and 
Cyprus; for Cleopatra the queen was at vari¬ 
ance with her Ion Ptolemy, who was called La- 
thyrus , and appointed for her generals Chelcias 
and Ananias, the fens of that Onias who built 
the temple in the prcfedlurc of Heliopolis, like 
to that at Jerufalem, as we have elfewhere rela¬ 
ted. Cleopatra intruded thefe men with her 
army; and did nothing without their advice, 
as Strabo of Cappadocia attclls, when he faith 
thus, “ Now the greater part, both thofe that 
came to Cyprus with us, and thole that were 
lent afterward thither, revolted to Ptolemy im¬ 
mediately ; only thofe that were called Onias s 
parl)\ being Jews, continued faithful, becaufe 
their countrymen Chelcias and Ananias were in 
chief favour with the queen.” Thefe are the 
words of Strabo. 

p However this profperous date of affairs 
moved the Jews to envy Hyrcanus ; but they 
that were tire word difpofed to him were the 
* Pharifecs, who are one of the feels of the 
Jews, as we have informed you already. Thefe 
have lb groat a power over the multitude, that 
when they fay any thing againd the king, or 
ag.iind the high pried, they are prefently be¬ 
lieved. Now Hyrcanus was a difciple of theirs, 
and greatly beloved by them. And when he 
once invited them to a lead, and entertained 
them very kindly, when he faw them in a good 
humour, he began to fay to them, That “ they 
knew he was dedrous to he a righteous.man, 
arid to do all things whereby he might pleafe 
God, which was the profeffion of the Pharifees 

* The- original of the Sadducecs, as a conftderablc par- 
tv among the Jews, being contained in this and the two 
follow mg foffions, take Dean JVideaux’s note upon this 
their fit It public appearance, which I fuppofe to be true : 
“ tlyrcrnu:-, lavs he, went over to the party of the Sad- 
.duc'-es, that is, by embracing their dottrine again!! the 
traditions of the elders, added to the written law, and 
made of equal authority with it, but not their doctrine 
ag.iirft the refurrettion and a future ftate ; for this can¬ 
not be luppofed of fo good and righteous a man as John 
■Jlvtcanus is faid to be. It is moil probable, that at this 
time the S.nhhicees had gone no farther in • fWdrines 
of that feet than to deny all their umrrv.:■ 


alfo. However, he defired, that If they ob- 
l'erved him offending in any point, and going 
out of the right way, they would recall him 
back, and correct him.” On which occafion 
they attefted to his being cn.fi.civ vii'tuwuo ; 
with which commendation he was well pleafed. 
But (till there w r as one of his guefts there, whole 
name was J E/cazar , a man of an ill temper, 
and delighting in feditious practices. This man 
faid, “ Since thou defired to know the truth, 
if thou wilt be righteous in earned, lay down 
the high prieflhood, and content thylelf with 
the civil government of the people.” Ami 
when lie defired to know for what caufe he 
ought to lay down the high prieflhood ? the 
other replied, “ We have heard it from old men, 
that thy mother had been a captive under the 
reign of Antiochus Epiphanes.” This ftory 
was falfe ; and Hyrcanus was provoked again!! 
him ; and all the Pharifecs had a very great in¬ 
dignation againfl him. 

6. Now there was one Jonathan, a very 
great friend of Hyrcanus, but of the fed of 
the Sadducees, whofe notions are quite contra¬ 
ry to thofe of the Pharifees. He told Hyrca¬ 
nus, That “ Eleazar had call fuch a reproach 
upon him according to the common fentiments 
of all the Pharifees, and that this would be made 
manifeft if he would but afk them the queftion, 
What punifhment they thought this man de- 
ferved ? for that he might depend upon it, that 
the reproach was not laid on him with their ap¬ 
probation, if they were for punching him as 
his crime deferved.” So the Pharifees made 
anfwer, That “ he deferved ftripes and bonds, 
but that it did not feem right to punifh re¬ 
proaches 

which the Pharifees were fo fond of; for Jofephus men¬ 
tions no other difference at this time, between them: 
Neither doth he fay, that Hyrcanus went over to die Sad¬ 
ducees in any other particular than in the abolifliing of 
all the traditionary conffitutions of the Pharifees, which 
our Saviour condemned as well as they.” [At the year 
108.] 

f This ilandcr, that arofe from a Pharifec, has been 
preferred by their fucceffors the Rabbins to theft later 
ages 5 for Dr Hudfon affures us, that David Gantz, in his 
chronology, S. Pr. p. 77. in Vorftius’s verfion, relates 
that Hyrcanus’s mother was taken capita: ft mount Mo 
t'; : t'-. S'-'c •"b->p »i. ; . r /. 
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proachcs with death.” And indeed the Phari- 
i’ees, even upon other oecafions, arc not apt to 
be fevenjiu puniihments. At this gentle fen- 
tcncc I lyre an us was verv-angry, and thought 
that this niltm reproached him by their appro¬ 
bation. It was this jonatlian who chiefly irri¬ 
tated him, and influenced him lo far, that lie 
made him leave the party ol the Pharifees, and 
ahoiilh the decrees they had impeded on the 
people, and to punith thole that oblerved them. 
From this fource arofc that hatred which he and 
his tons met with irom the multitude ; hut ol’ 
Hiefe matters we drill fpeak hereafter. What 
l would now explain is this, that the Pharifees 
have delivered to the people a great many ob- 
tervances by fuccclfion from their fathers, which 
are not written in the laws of Moles ; and for 
that realon it is that the Saddueees reject them, 
and fay, that we are to efteem thofe obfervan- 
ccs to be obligatory which are in the written 
word, but are not to obferve what are derived 
from the tradition of our forefathers. And con¬ 
cerning tbele things it is that great difputes and 
differences have ariien among them, while the 
.Saddueees arc able to perfuade none but the 
rich, and have not the populace obiccpiious to 
them, but the Pharifees have the multitude of 
their fide. But about thefe two feels, and that 
of the Edens,- I have treated accurately in the 
fecond hook of Jcwifh affairs. 

7. But when Hyrcarius had put an end to 
this fedition, he after that lived happily, and 
adminiftred the government in the bell manner 
lor thirty-one years, and then * died ; leaving 

**IIere ends the high [me (1 hood and the life of this ex¬ 
cellent perlosi John Hyrcanus; and together with him the 
holy theocracy, or divine government of the Jcwifh nation, 
and its concomitant or.icte by Urirn. Now follows the 
profane and tyrannical Jcwifh monarchy, firft of the Afia- 
moncans or Maccabees, and then of Herod the Great, the 
Idumean, till the coming of the Mcfliah. Sec the note on 
Antiq. 13 . III. ch. viii. §9. Hear Strabo’s teftimony on 
this occafion, 15 . XVI. p. 76r, 762. “ Tliofc, fays he, 

that fncceedcd Mofes continued for fonic time in earned, 
both in righteous actions, ami in piety ; but after a while, 
then* '.vc 1 e others that took upon tliens the high priellhood ; 
at iirit fuperlHtious, and afterward tyrannical perfons. 
Such a prophet was Mofes, and thofe that fucceeded him, 
beginning in a way not to be blamed, but changing for the 
worfe. And when it openly appeared that the govern- 
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bemud him live bins. lb was « If,. mod i y 
(Jut! worthy of the thn.e go. .iteil pi,\non.-, 
the government ol' Id.-, n:sti«>ti, the dimmA of 
the Iiigli priedhood, and pnpK' v ; foi ( h>J 
was with him, and enabled lum in I.nmf lutn- 
ritier. ; and to foretel this in pa>fieui.vr, linn 
to his two eldell Ions, be luretold that 11 1 <■ ■ 
would not long continue ir the povei nment id 
public a flairs ; whole unhappy 1 ni.di: oplie will 
be worth our deferipti.m, the.: w mo them'.: 
learn how very much they v.ecc mieiior t:r 
their fuhcih. happincis. 


C 11 A A Xi, 

j Ihnv Ar/Jhibuhts, 2c d..cn hr />.;.( /,//• •>, 
i vernmatt , firjl of all pel! a Dr: on bn 

| Haul, ami ivj.{ wo/f /■(//■,'hirrr//y •< me: r. his 
» Mother and Ins J>, ad. rev ; and' 

be bad /lain yhitisrouii.:, be bintjclf du 1 . 



N ” 0 \V when tin tr t el... - 1 lyresnus was 
dead, the eldell ft.:, do ilh. Indus, in¬ 


tending to change the governnu n‘ mtu a king¬ 
dom, lor lb he refolved to do, bill of ail pm a 
diadem on his head, lour hundred eighty and 
one years and three mouths after the people 
had been delivered from the Pahyloniih Ha- 
very, and were returned to their own country 
again. This Arillobulus loved his next brother 
Antigonus, and ticated him ns his equal, but 
the others he held in bonds. He alio call his 
mother into prilbn, bccauic fhe difputed the 


govern¬ 
ment was heroine tyrannical, Alexander **.,•. tin' Hrll that 
fet tip hinifelf tor .1 king intlca.l of a p:ie!i ; and Id:, Id- 
| were Hyrcanus and Arillobulus.'’ Alt in agreement with 
Jofcphus, excepting this, that Strabo omits tin: tint Inn; 
Arillobulus, who reigned but a f.nplc yi ,tr, fermt. h.trdly 
to have come to Ilia knowledge. Kor nickrd docs Anllo- 
bulus, the fon of Alexander, pretend tb.a the a., tie ol 
king was taken bctorc liis fatl.c r Alex .unit r took it liimfelf, 
Antiq. 13 . XIV. ill. id. 6 2. hie jjf t , c ) u p. iij. | 1. 
which favour Strabo ado. .And indeed, il vie may jtalg*. 

| from the very dill'amt ■ hatadte-.s oi the Egvptiiii |ew x 
under high pritff;,, and oi the Palcflhie jew-, under king', 
in the two next centuries, we mav well fujipofe, th.it tin- 
divine S/mu him!' was icmiu ul into Fgypt, and that the 
worlhippcrs at the temple ol ()ni.,& were better men than 
thole at lire temple of Jem LI cm. 


XT,, 


v v 
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government with him ; for Ryreanus had left 
her to be luilirdh c-f all He alfo proceeded to 
that degree or barbarity, as to kill her in prifon 
witli hunger ; nay, he was alienated from his 
hroUv'P Antlgonui hv calumnies, and added 
him to the fell whom he Hew ; yet he teemed 
to have an nffuilion lor him, and made him a- 
hove the red a pail ner with him in the kingdom. 
Thole tommies lie at iirfl did not give credit 
to, {'-nth, becawlc he loved him, and Jo did not 
gi\e hc.d to what was laid again ft him, and 
partly Uvalde he thought the repicaches were 
derived Irom the envy of the relators. But 
when Antigonus was (nice returned from 
the artr.v. and that fe.dl was then at hand, 
when they unite tabernacles to [the honour of] 
God, it happened that Arillohulus was fallen 
lick, and that Amigomis went up in oft fplen- 
didly adorned, and with his foldiers about him 
in their armour, to the temple, to celebrate the 
feall, and to put up many prayers for the rc- 
c iverv of his brother, ■when feme wicked per- 
fons, who had a great mind to raife a differ¬ 
ence between the brethren, made life of this 
opportunity of the pompous appearance of An 
tigonus, and of the great adieus he had clone, 
and went lo the king, and Ipitclu’dy aggravated 
the pompous ihrw of his at the feall, and pre¬ 
tended that all thefe circum’lances were not 
like thole eff a private perlon ; that thefe ac¬ 
tions were indications of an affect ion of royal 
authority; and that his coming with a llrong 
body of men mull he with an intention to kill 
him ; and that his way of rcafoning was tliis, 
that it was a filly thing in him, while it was 
in liis power to reign himfelf,’ to look upon 
it as a great iavour that he was honoured with 
a lower dignity by his brother. 

2. Arjstobulus yielded to thefe imputa¬ 
tions ; but took care, both that his brother 
fhould not fufpedt him, and that he himfelf 
might not run the hazard of his own fafety : 
So Le ordered his guards to lie in a certain 

* Hence \w may learn, dint the Ellens pretended to 
1 ave ruler. \\ hereby men might foretcl things to come, and 
Put tli i. |ud.v, the Ellen taught thole rules to his fcholars ; 
h.;: vnethe: their pretences were of an aftrologEal or roa- 
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place that was underground and dark (lie him¬ 
felf then lying fick in the tower which was called 
Antonia) ; and he commanded them,, that, in 
calc Antigonus came in to him unarmed, they 
ihonld not touch any body, bu,tAffar mceke-hoy 
fhould kill him ; yet did he fend to Antigonus, 
and delire that he would come unarmed : But 
the queen, and thole that joined with her in 
the plot againft Antigonus, perfuaded the ind- 
fenger to tell him the direct contrary; how his 
brother had heard that he had made himfelf a 
line fuit of armour for war, and delired him to 
come to him in that armour, that he might fee 
how line it was. So Antigonus hi (peeling no 
treachery, but depending on the good-will oi 
his brother, came to Arillohulus armed, as he 
uled to be, with his entire armour, in order 
to lliew it to him ; hut when he was come at 
a place which was called Strata's Tower, where 
the paf!age happened to be exceeding dark, the 
guards Hew him ; which death of his demons¬ 
trates, that nothing is ftronger than envy and 
calumny, and that nothing does more certainly 
divide the good-will and natural affekliom: of 
men tlian thole paftions. But here one may 
take occalion to wonder at one judas, vvIjo 
was of the left of the Isffens, and who never 
miffed live truth in his predictions ; for this 
man, when he iaw Antigonus palling by the 
temple, cried out to his companions and friends, 
who abode with him as his * fcholars, in order 
to learn the art of foretelling things to come, 
That “ it was good for him to die now, fince 
he had fpoken falfely about Antigonus, who 
is ftill alive, and I fee him palling by, although 
he had foretold he fhould die at the place cal¬ 
led Strata's Tower that very day, while yet 
the place is fix hundred furlongs off, where lie 
had foretold he fliould be flain ; and ftill this 
day is a great part of it already paft : fo that 
he was in danger of proving a falfe grophet.” 
As. he was faying this, and that in a melan¬ 
choly 

gical nature, which yet in fuch religious Jews, who-were 
utterly forbidden fuch arts, is no way probable, or to any 
Hath Col, fpoken of by the later Rabbins, or otherwife, 
l cannot tell See'Of the War, B. II. ch. viii. § iz. 
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choly mood, the news came that Antigonus 
was flain in a place underground, which itfelf 
was alib.called Strata's 'Tower, or of the fame 
name with that Celarea which is 1 'eated at the 
fee. ’ flairuv-pt put the prophet into a great 
diford er. 

3. But Ariftobulus repented immediately of 
this daughter of his brother ; on which account 
his dileafe increaled upon him, and he was dii- 
turhed in his mind, upon the guilt of Inch 
wickedneis, infomuch, that his entrails were 
corrupted by his intolerable pain, and he vo¬ 
mited blood : at which time one of the fervants 
that attended upon him, and was carrying his 
blood away, did, by Divine Providence, as 1 
cannot but fuppole, flip down, and fhed part 
of his blood at the very place where there were 
I'pots of Antigonus’s blood there flain, Hill re¬ 
maining ; and when there was a cry made by 
the fpectators, as if the lervant had on purpofe 
ihed the blood 011 that place, Ariltohulns heard 
it, and enquired what the matter was ? And as 
they did not aniwer him, he was the more ear¬ 
ned to know what it was, it being natural to 
men to fufpebt that what is thus concealed is very 
had : So upon his threatening, and forcing them 
by terrors to fpeak, they at length told him the 
truth ; whereupon he died many tears, in that 
diforder of mind which arofe from his con- 
feioufnefs of what he had done, and gave a deep 
groan, and laid, “ I am not therefore, 1 per¬ 
ceive, to be concealed from God, in the impious 
and horrid crimes I have been guilty of, but a 
fudden punilhment is coming upon me for the 
fhedding the blood of my relations. And now, 
O thou mod impudent body of mine, how long 
wilt thou retain a foul that ought to die, in 
order to appeale the ghods of my brother and 
my mother ? Why dod thou not give it all up 
at once ? And why do I deliver up my blood 
drop by drop to thofe whom I have fo wicked¬ 
ly murdered ?” In faying which lad words lie 
died, having reigned a year. He was called a 
lover of the Grecians; and had conferred many 

■" Thereafon why Uyrcanus fuffered not this fon of his 
whom he did not love to come into Judea, but ordered 
him to be brought up in Galilee, is luggcflcd by Dr Hud- 
i'j;j, that Galilee was not efteemcJ fo loppy and well cul- 
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j benefits on his own country, and made war 
! againil It urea, and added a great part of it to 
! judea, and compelled the inhabitants, if they 
would continue in that country, to he circum- 
| filed, and to live according to the |c\\ulh laws. 
He was naturally a man of eandenir, and of 
great model!v, as Strabo bears witnefs, in the 
name of Timagcnes ; who fays thus, “ This 
1 man was a perfon of candour, and very ftrvicc- 
i able to the Jews ; lor lie added a country to 
them, and obtained a part of the nation of the 
Itureans for them, and bound them to them bv 
the bond of the circumeilion of their eeuitals.” 

O 
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How Alexander, when he had taken the Govern~ 
incut, made an Expedition ayaiujl Plolnnais, 
and then raifed the Sit ye, out of Fear of Pto¬ 
lemy I ait by r us ; and how Ptolemy made IVnr 
ay a inf him, bccauf: he had feat to Cleopatra , 
to perfiadc her to make IVar ayai/jl Ptolemy , 
and yet pretended to be in Frieudjhip with 
him, when he beat the Jews in the Baltic. 

§ 1. ”VTf 7 TlKN Ariftobulur, was dead, his 
* * wife Salome, who by the Greeks 
was called Alexandra, let his brethren out of 
prifon (for Ariftobulus had kept them in bonds, 
as- we have faid already) and made Alexander 
Janneus king, who was the fuperior in age, 
and in moderation.. 'Phis child happened to be 
hated by his father as foon as he was horn, and 
could never he permitted to come into his fa¬ 
ther’s light till he died. The occalion of 
which hatred is thus reported : When Hvrcanus 
chiefly loved the two eldelt of his Ions, Anti¬ 
gonus and Ariftobulus, God appeared to him 
in his llcep, of whom he enquired, avhich r f 
his forts fhould be his luccclfor ? Upon Gotl\ 
reprefenting to him the countenance of Alex¬ 
ander, lie was grieved that he was to be the 
heir of all his goods, and fullered him to be 
brought up in * Galilee. However, God did 

not 

tivateda country as Judea, Matt. xxvi. 73. Job. \o- rj. 
Acft. ii. 7. although .motherobvious h.iH'h Uigurs a;.-, 
that he was f.other out cl his light in Gablet L:..u l.c 
would have beta in Judea. 
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not deceive Hyrcanus; for after the death of 
Ariflobulus, he certainly took the kingdom ; 
and one of his brethren, who a heeled the king¬ 
dom, he flew ; and the other, who ehofe to 
live a private and quiet life, he had in eftccm. 

2. W3i KN Alexander Janneus had fettled the 
government in the manner that he judged heft, 
he made an expedition again!! Ptolemais ; and 
having overcome the men in battle, he fhut 
them up in the city, and fat round about it, 
and btfieged it ; for of the maritime cities there 
remained only Ptolcmais and Gaza to be con¬ 
quered, befulcs St rate’s Tower, and Dora, which 
were held by the tyrant Zoilus. Now while 
Antiochus Philomctor, and Antiochus who was 
called Cyziccnus , were making war one againft 
another, and deflroying one another’s armies, 
the people of Ptolemais could have no abidance 
from them ; but when they were diftreffed with 
this liege, Zoilus, who polfeffed Strato’s Tower, 
and Dora, and maintained a legion of foldiers, 
and on occafion of the conteft between the 
kings, afl’edied tyranny himfelf, came and 
brought foine fmall affiflance to tlic people of 
Ptolemais ; nor indeed had the kings fuch a 
friendfhip for them, as that they fhould hope 
for any advantage from them. Both thofe 
kings were in the cafe of wrefilers, who find¬ 
ing themfelves deficient in ftrength, and yet 
being afhamed to yield, put off the fight by la- 
zinef's, and by lying flill as long as they can. 
The only hope they had remaining was from 
the kings of Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathy- 
rus, who now held Cyprus, and who came to 
Cyprus when he was driven from the govern¬ 
ment of Kgypt bv Cleopatra his mother : So 
the people of Ptolemais font to this Ptolemy 
Lathyrus, and deiired him to come as a con¬ 
federate, to deliver them, now they were in fuch 
danger, out of the hands of Alexander. And 
as the ambafTadors gave him hopes, that if he 
would pals over into Syria, he would have the 
people of Gaza on the fide of thofe of Ptole¬ 
maic ; as aifo, they laid that Zoilus, and be- 
fules thefe, the Sidonians, and many others, 
would a {Tift them; fo he was elevated at this, 
and got his fleet ready as foon as poffible. 
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! 3. But in this interval Dcmenetus, one that 

i! was of abilities to perfuade men to do as he 
| would have them, and a leader of the popu- 
I lace, made thofe of Ptolemais change thoir o- 
* pinions; and laid to them, Th&f " it Wre-betr- 
; ter to run the hazard of being fubjedt to the 
j Jews, than to admit of evident flavery hy dc- 
j livering themfelves up to a mailer ; and betides 
j that, to have not only a war at prefent, but to 
expedl a much greater war from Egypt ; for 
that Cleopatra would not overlook an army 
raifed by Ptolemy for himfelf out of the neigh- 
i bourhood, but would come againft them wills 
a great army of her own, and this becaufe The 
was labouring to eject her fon out cf Cyprus 
alfo : that as for Ptolemy, if he fail oi his 
hopes, he can flill retire to Cyprus, but that 
they will be left in the grcatefl danger poffible.” 
Now Ptolemy, although he had heard of the 
change that was made in the people of Ptolc¬ 
mais, yet did he flill go on with his voyage, 
and came to the country called Sycamine , and 
there let his army on fhore. This army of his 
in the whole, horfe and foot together, were 
about thirty thoufand, with which he marched 
near to Ptolemais, and there pitched his camp : 
But when the people of Ptolemais neither re¬ 
ceived his ambafTadors, nor would hear what 
they had to fay, he was under a very great 
1 concern. 

4. But when Zoilus, and the people of Ga¬ 
za, came to him, and defired his affiflance, be- 
l caufe their country was laid waftc by the Jews, 
and by Alexander, Alexander raifed the fiege 
for fear of Ptolemy : And when he had drawn 
off his army into his own country, he ufed a 
ftratagem afterwards, by privately inviting Cle¬ 
opatra to come againft Ptolemy, but publicly 
pretending to defire a league of friendfhip and 
mutual affiftance with him ; anti promifing to 
give him four hundred talents of filver, he de¬ 
iired that, by way of requital, he would take 
off Zoilus the tyrant, and give his country to 
the Jews. And then indeed Ptolemy, with 
pleafure, made fuch a league of friendfhip” with 
Alexander, and fubdued Zoilus; but when he 

after- 
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afterward heard, that he had privately font to 
Cleopatra his mother, he broke the league with 
him, which yet he had confirmed with an oath, 
and fell upon him, and beiieged Ptolemais, bc- 
it wcu'fi not receive him. However, 
leaving his generals with 1’ome part of his forces 
to go on witty the fiege, he went himfelf im¬ 
mediately with the reft to lay Judea wafte : 
and when Alexander underilood this to be 
Ptolemy’s intention, he alfo got together about 
fifty thoufand loldiers out of his own country ; 
nay, * as fome writers have faid, eighty thou¬ 
fand. He then took his army, and went to 
meet Ptolemy ; but Ptolemy fell upon Afo- 
chis, a city of Galilee, and took it by force on 
the Sabbath-day, and there he took about ten 
thoufand flaves, and a great deal of other 
prey. 

5. He then tried to take Sepphoris, which 
was a city not far from that which was deftroy- 
ed, but loft many of his men ; yet did he then 
go to light with Alexander, which Alexander 
met him at the river Jordan, near a certain 
place called Saphotb [not far from the river 
Jordan] and pitched his camp near to the ene¬ 
my. He had however eight thoufand in the 
frft rank, which he ftyled Hecatontomachl , hav¬ 
ing Ihields of bral's. Thofe in the firft rank of 
Ptolemy’s foldiers alfo had Ihields covered with 
brafs: But Ptolemy’s foldiers in other refpe&s 
were inferior to thofe of Alexander, and there¬ 
upon were more fearful of running hazards ; 
’hut Philoftephanus, the camp-mafter, put great 
courage into them, and ordered them to pafs 
the river, which was between their camps: Nor 
did Alexander think fit to hinder their paflage 
-over it; for he thought, that if the enemy had 
once gotten the river on their back, that he 
ihould the eafier take them prifoners, when 
they could not flee out of the battle: In the 
beginning of which, the ads on both Tides, with 
their fiands, and with their alacrity, were a- 

* From thefe, and other occafional exprefTions, drop¬ 
ped by Jofephus, we learn, that where the facred books 
of the Jews were deficient, he had feveral other hiftories 
then-extant, but now moft of them loft, which he faithful¬ 
ly followed in his own hiftory: Nor indeed have we any 
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like, and a great llaughter was mid.; l>v both 
the armies ; but Alexander was fupcri.tr, till 
Philoftephanus opportunely brought up the aux ¬ 
iliaries to help thofe that w-tc giving wav , 
but as there were no auxiliaries to a ford help 
to that part of the Jews that gave way, it ieU 
out that they fled, and thofe near them did not 
affift them, but fled along with them. How ¬ 
ever, Ptolemy’s foldiers acted quite otherwife; 
for they followed the Jews, and killed them, 
till at length thofe that flew them punned after 
them, when they had made them all run away, 
and flew them lb long, that their weapons of 
iron were blunted, and their hands quite tired 
with the llaughter ; for the report was, that 
thirty thoufand men were then fain. Tima- 
gencs lays they were fifty thoufand. As for 
the reft, they were part of them taken captives, 
and the other part ran away to their own 
country. 

6 . After tins victory Ptolemy over-ran all 
the country ; and when night came on, be a- 
bode in certain villages of Judea, which when 
he found full of women and children, he com¬ 
manded his foldiers to flrangle them, and to 
cut them in pieces, and then to call them into 
boiling caldrons, and then to devour their 
limbs, as facrifices. This commandment was 
given, that fuch as fled from the battle, and 
came to them, might fuppofc their 'enemies 
were cannibals, and eat men’s flclh, and might 
on that account be ftill more terrified at them 
upon fuch a fight. And both Strabo, and Ni¬ 
colaus [of Damafcus] affirm, that they jnfed 
thefe people after this manner, as 1 have alrea¬ 
dy related. Ptolemy aHo took Ptolemais by 
force, as we have declared elfewhcre. 


e h a p. 

other records of thofe times, relating to Judea, that can 
be compared to thele accounts of Jofephus, though when 
we do meet with authentic fragments of fuch original re¬ 
cords they almoft always confirm his hiftory. 

5Z 
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C II A P. XIIL |, 

How Alex antler, . upon the League of mutual | 
Defence which Clef Ur a had tgreed with j 
him, made an Expedition againjl Celtjyria, : 
and idler!v overthrew the City of Cara ; and j 
how he j lew many ten Thoujimds of the Jews \ 
that rebelled agai/jl him : Alfo concerning j 
Antiochus Cry pus, S ele nan, Antiochus Cy- \ 
•Asenus, Antiochus Pius, and others. 

§ i. TIl ~T HEN Cleopatra law that her ion ; 

W was grown great, and laid Judea 
wade, without difturbance, and had gotten the 
city of Gaza under his power, Hit: rd'olved no 
longer to overlook what he did, when he was 
aimed at her gates ; and lhe concluded, that 
now he was fo much ftronger than before, he 
would he very dciirous of the dominion over 
the Egyptians; but flic immediately marched 
again!! him with a fleet at fea, and an army of 
foot on land, and made Chclcias and Ananias 
the Jews, generals of her whole army, while 
lhe lent the greateft part of her riches, her 
grand-children, and her teftament, to the peo¬ 
ple of '* Cos. Cleopatra alfo ordered her foil 
Alexander to fail with a great fleet to Phenicia ; 
and whoa that country had revolted, fhe came 
to Ptolemais, and becaufe the people ol Ptolc- 
mais did not receive her, flic befieged the city: 
But Ptolemy went out of Syria, and made 
hade into Egypt, Aippoiing that he fhould find 
it dellitute of an army, and loon take it, 
though he failed of his hopes. At this time 
Chclcias, one of Cleopatra’s generals, happen¬ 
ed to dx in Celdyria, as he was in puriuit of 
Ptolemy. > 

2 . \Vhio\r Cleopatra heard of her Ton’s at¬ 
tempt, and that his Egyptian expedition did 
not fucceed according to her expectations, foe 
lent thither part of her army, and drove him 
out of that country ; lb when lie was return¬ 
ed out of Egypt again, he abode, during the 
winter, at Gaza, in which time Cleopatra took 
the garrifoa that was in Ptolemais by fiege, as 

* This fity or id.imt Ccs, is not that remote ifl.mrl in 
r he-Kg ran fra, famous for the birth of the great Hippo- 
era tvs, but a city or bland of the fame name, adjoining to 
Egypt, mentioned both by Stephanos and - Ptolemy, as i 


well as the city: And when Alexander came 
to her, he gave her prdents, and fuch marks 
of reipedt as were but proper ; Alice under the 
the mllerics he endured by Ptolemy 1 
other refuge but her. Now there.v 
of her friends who perfuaded h<fTo f< 

ander, and to over-run and'take po.- 

the country, and not to At ftill and fee fuch a 
multitude of brave Jews fubject to one man. 
But Ananias’s counfel was contrary to theirs, 
who laid. That “ foe would do an unjuft ac¬ 
tion if lhe deprived a man that was her alls 
of that authority which belonged to him, and 
this a man who is related to us ; for, laid he, 
I would not have thee ignorant of this, that 
what injuflice thou doeft to him will make ali 
us that are Jews to be thy enemies.” ’Phis dc- 
Are of Ananias Cleopatra complied with, and 
I did no injury to Alexander, hut made a league 
| of mutual afliftancc with him, at Scythopolis, 
a city of Celeiyria. 

3. So when Alexander was delivered from 
the fear he was in of Ptolemy, he prelently 
made an expedition againft Celcfyria. He al¬ 
fo took Gadara, after a Aege of ten months. 
He took alfo Amuthus, a very ftrong fortrefs 
belonging to the inhabitants above Jordan, 
where Theodorus, the fon of Zeno, had his 
chief treafure, and what he efteemed 1110ft pre¬ 
cious. This Zeno fell unexpectedly upon the 
'Jews, and flew ten thoufand of them, and fei- 
•zed upon Alexander’s baggage:, yet did not 
this misfortune terrify Alexander, but he made 
an expedition upon the maritime parts of the 
country, Raphia, and Anthedon (the name 
of which king Herod afterwards changed to 
Agrippias) and took even that by force ; but 
when Alexander faw that Ptolemy was retired 
from, Gaza to Cyprus,, and his mother Cleopa¬ 
tra was returned to Egypt, he grew angry at 
the people of Gaza, becaufe they had invited. 
Ptolemy to aflift them, and befteged their city, 
and ravaged their country. But as Apollodo- 

tur,. 

Dr JTudfon informs 11.-7. Of which Cos, and the treasurer, 
there laid up by Cleopatra and the Jews, fee Ar.tiq. B. 
XIV. chap. vii. § 2. 
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tug the general of the army of Gaza, fell upon 
the camp of the Jews by night, with two thou- 
find foreign, and ten thouiand of his own for- 
■Ts, while the night lafted, thole of Gaza pre¬ 
tiled, bccaule the enemy was made to believe 

iat it was Ptolemy who attacked them ; but 

hen day was come on, and that miihike was 
correfted, and’the Jews knew the truth of the 
matter, they came hack again, and fell upon 
lhoie of Gaza, and Hew of them about a thou- 
fatul: But as thole of Gaza iloutly refilled them, 
and would not yield for cither thci,r want of 
any thing, nor for the great multitude that 
were Haiti (for they would rather fuller any 
liardlhip whatever than come under the power 
of their enemies) Aretas, king of the Arabians, 
a perl'on then very illuflrious, encouraged them 
to go on with alacrity, and promiied them that 
lie would come to their affiftance; but it hap¬ 
pened, that before he came, Apollodotus was 
Haiti ; for his brother Lylimachus, envying him 
for the great reputation he had gained among 
the citizens, flew him, and got the army all 
together, and delivered up the city to Alexan¬ 
der } who, when he came in at firft, lay quiet, 
but afterward fet his army upon the inhabitants 
of Gaza, and gave them leave to punifh them : 
So fome went one way, and feme went ano¬ 
ther, and flew the inhabitants of Gaza; yet 
were not they of cowardly hearts, but oppoied 
thole that came to flay them, and flew as many 
of the Jews; and fome of them, when they 
law themfelves deferted, burnt their own houfes, 
that the enemy might get none of their fpoils; 
nay, fome of them, with their own hands, 
flew their children, and their wives, having 
no other way but .this of avoiding flavery for 

* This account of the death of Antiochus Grypus i ; 
confirmed by Appian, Syriac. p. 132. here cited, by Spau- 
heim. 

f Porphyry fays, that this Antiochus Grypus reigned 
but 16 years, as Dr Hudfon obferves. 

+ The copies of Jofephus, both Greek and Latin, have 
here fo groLly falfe a reading, Antiochus and Antoninus, or 
A titan ins Pius, for Antiochus Pius , that the editors arc 
forced.fo correct the text from the other hiftorians, who 
ail agree that this king’s name was nothing more than 
Antiochus Pius. 

!) Thefe two brothcA, Antiochus and Philippus, are 


them ; but the fen a tors, who were in oil five 
hundred, fled to Apollo’s temple (lor this at¬ 
tack happened to be made as they were fining) 
whom Alexander flew ; and when he had ut¬ 
terly overthrown their city, he returned to je- 
rulalem, having fpent a year in that liege. 

4. About this very time ’ Antiochus, who 
was called Grypus, died. His death wa-, caw ¬ 
ed by lleracieon’.s treacherv, when he had li\- 
cu forty-live years, and had reigned f twenty- 
nine. Ills ion Scleucus fucceedcd him in the 
kingdom ; and made war with Antiochus, bin 
father’s brother, who was called Anthchus Cy- 
tz'tcetnts, and beat him, and took him prifoncr, 
and flew him. But after a while J Antiochus, 
the fon of Cyzicenus, who was called Puts, 
came to Arrfdus, and put the diadem on his 
own head ; and made war with Scleucus, and 
beat him, and drove him out of all Syria. But 
when he fled out of Syria, he came to Mor- 
lueftia again, and levied money upon them ; 
hut the people of Mopfucflia had indignation 
at what he did, and burnt down his palace, and 
flew him, together with his friends. But when 
Antiochus, the fon of Cyzicenus, was king of 
Syria, || Antiochus, the brother of Scleucus, 
made war upon him, and was overcome and 
deftroyed, he and his army. After him his 
his brother Philip put on the diadem, and 
reigned over fome part of Syria ; but Ptolemy 
Lathyrus lent for his fourth brother, Demetrius, 
who was called Euccrus. , from Cnidus, and 
made him king of Damafcus. Bothjthefc bro¬ 
thers did Antiochus vehemently oppofe, hut 
prefentiy died ; for when he was come as an 
auxiliary to § Laodice, queen of the Gileadites, 

when 

Called twins by Porphyry \ the fourth brother v-as king of 
Damafcus : Both which .uc die observations of Spanhcuu. 

§ This Laodicea was a city of Gilead beyo ad Jcubn. 
However, Porphyry fays, that this Antiochus Pius did 
not die in this battle, but running away, was drowned in 
the river Orontes. Appian fays, that he was deprived of 
the kingdom of Syria by Tigrancs ; but Porphyry makt s 
this Laodice queen of the Cabmans : AH w liich is noted 
by Spanheim. In futh confufion of the later billot i,in;, 
we have no renfon to prefer any of them before JoTophus; 
who-had more original ones before him. 
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when fhc was making war a gain ft the Parthians, 
•and he was fighting courngcotifly, lie fell, 
while Demetrius and Philip governed Syria, as 
.hath been elfewhere related. 

5. As to Alexander, his own people were 
leditious-againft him ; for at a feftival which 
was then celebrated, when he flood upon the 
.altar, and was going to l'acrifice, the nation 
roil* upon him, and pelted him wirli citrons, 
[which they then had in their hands, becaufe] 
the law of the Jews required, that at the feaft 
,of tabernacles every one fhoukl have branches 
.of the palm-tree and citron-tree; which thing 
we have elfewhere related. They alio reviled 
him, as * derived from a captive, and fo un¬ 
worthy of his dignity, and of facrificing. At 
this he was in a rage, and flew of them about 
"fix thoufand. He alfo built a partition wall of 
wood , round the altar, and the temple, as far 
as that partition within which it was only law¬ 
ful for the priefts to enter, and by this means 
he obffrudled the multitude from coming at him. 
He alfo maintained foreigners of Pifidia and Ci¬ 
licia ; for as to the Syrians, he was at war with 
them, and fo made no ufe of them. He alfo 
overcame the Arabians, fuch as the Moabites, 
and Gileadites, and made them bring tribute. 
Moreover, he demolifhed Amathus, while 
1 ; Theodoras durft not fight with him ; but as 
he had joined battle with Obedas, king of the 
Arabians, and fell into an ambufh, in places 
that were rugged and difficult to he travelled 
over, he was thrown down into a deep valley, 
by the multitude of the camels, at Gadara, a 
village of Gilead, and hardly efcaped with his 
life. From thence he fled to Jerufalem, where, 
befides his other ill fuccefs, the nation infulted 
him, and he fought againft them for fix years, 
and flew no fewer than fifty thoufand of them. 
And ( when he defired that they would defift 
from their ill-will to him, they hated him fo 
much the more, on account of what had alrea¬ 
dy happened ; and when he afked them what 
he ought to do, they all cried out. That “ he 

* This reproach upon Alexander, that he was fptSBig 
fiotn a captive, fee ms only the repetition of the old fha- 
rifaical calumny upon his father, chap. x. § 5. 
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ought to kill himfelf.” They alfo fent to De¬ 
metrius Eucerus, and defired him to make a 
league of mutual defence with them. 


CHAP. ,XfV. 

Hoiy Demetrius Eucerus overcame Alexander , 
and yet in a little Time retired out of the 
Country for Fear of the Jews : As alfo how 
Alexander flew many of the Jews, and there¬ 
by got clear .of his Troubles, Concerning the 
Death of Demetrius. 

§ i.PO Demetrius came with an army, and 
O took thofe that invited him with him, 
and pitched his camp near the city Shechem ; 
upon which Alexander, with his fix thoufand 
two hundred mercenaries, and about twenty 
thoufand Jews, who w T ere of his party, wei t 
againft Demetrius, who had three thoufand 
horfemen, and forty thoufand footmen. Now 
there were great endeavours ufed on doth fides ; 
Demetrius trying to bring off the mercenaries 
that were with Alexander, becaufe they were 
Greeks, and Alexander trying to bring off the 
Jews that were with Demetrius. However, 
when neither of them could perfuadc them fo’ 
to do, they came to a battle, and Demetrius 
was the conqueror, in which all Alexander’s 
mercenaries were killed, when they had given 
demonftration of their fidelity and courage. 
A great number of Demetrius’s foldiers were 
flain alfo. 

2. Now as Alexander fled to the mountains, 
fix thoufand of the Jews hereupon came toge¬ 
ther [from Demetrius] to him, out of pity at 
the change of his fortune : Upon which De¬ 
metrius was afraid, and retired out of the 
country; after which, the Jews fought againft. 
Alexander, and being beaten, were flain in 
great numbers,in thefeveral battles Which they 
had : And when he had fliut up the mod 
powerful of them in the city Bethome, he 

bc- 

t This Theodorus was .-die fan of Zeno, and was ia 
poffeffion of Amathus, as wc learn from § 3. foregoing. 



befieged them therein; and when he had taken 
the city, and gotten the men into his power, 
he brought them to Jerufalem, and did one of 
the moll barbarous adions in the world to 
them ; for as he was feafling with his concu¬ 
bines, ia the fight of all the city, be ordered 
about eight hundred of them to be crucified, 
and while they were living he ordered the 
throats of their children and wives to be cut be¬ 
fore their eyes. This was indeed by way of j 
revenge for the injuries they had done him; ! 
which punifhment yet was of an inhuman 
nature, though we fuppofe that he had been 
never fo much diftreffed, as indeed he had been, 
by his wars with them; for he had by their 
means come to the laft degree of hazard, both 
of his life and of his kingdom, -while they were 
rtot fatisficd by themfelves only to fight again If 
him, but introduced foreigners alfo for the fame 
purpofe : nay, at length they reduced him to 
that degree of neceffity, that he was forced to 
deliver back to the king of Arabia the land of 
Moab and Gilead, which he had fubdued, and 
the places that were in them, that they might 
not join with them in the war againft him, as 
they had done ten thoufand other things that 
tended to afiront and reproach him. However, 
tins barbarity fecins to have been without any 
neceffity, on which account he bare the name 
of a * Thracian among the Jews ; whereupon 
the foldiers that had fought againft him, being 
about eight thoufand in number,-ran away by 
night, and continued fugitives all the time that 
Alexander lived ; who, being now freed from 
any farther difturbance from them, reigned the 
reft of his time in the utmoft tranquillity. 

3. But when Demetrius was departed out of 
Judea, he went to Berea, and befieged his bro¬ 
ther Philip, having with him ten thoufand foot¬ 
men, and a thoufand horfemen. However, 
Strato, the tyrant of Berea, the confederate of- 
Philip, called in Zizon, the ruler of the Ara¬ 
bian tribes, and Mithridates Sinax, the ruler 

* fhis.namc Thracidn, which the Jews gave Alexander, 
routt by the coherence denote as barbarous rt a Thracian, 
or" : fo:newfut lilt- it : btu yhat .it properly fig-nifies is not 
known. 
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of the Parthians, who coming with a great 
number of forces, and befieging Demetrius in 
his encampment, into which they had driven 
him with their arrows, they compelled thofe 
that were with him by third.to deliver upthem- 
felves. So they took a great many fpoils out 
of the country, and Demetrius hirnfdf, whom 
they fent to Mithridates, who was then king 
of Parthia; but as to thole whom they took 
captives of the people of Antioch, they reftored 
them to the Antiochians without any reward. 
Now Mithridates, the king of Parthia, -had 
Demetrius in great honour, till Demetrius end¬ 
ed his life by ficknefs. So Philip, prdently 
after the fight was over, came to Antioch, and 
took it, and reigned over Syria. 


CHAP. XV. 

How Antiochus , who was called Dionfus , and 
after him Arctas , made Expeditions into Ju~ 
dca : As alfo how Alexander took many Cities , 
and then returned to Jerufalem ; and after a 
Sickntfs of three Years died ; and what Conn- 
jil he gave'to Alexandra. 

§ 1. A FTER this, Antiochus, who was 
/~\ called f Dionyfns , .and was Philip's 
brother, afpired to the dominion, and came to 
Damafcus, and got the power into his hands, 
and there he reigned : But as he was making- 
war againft the Arabians, his brother Philip 
heard of it, and came to Damafcus, where 
Milefius, who had been left governor of the 
citadel, and the Damafccns themfelves, deliver¬ 
ed up the city to him : yet becaufe Philip was 
become ungrateful to him, and had htflowed 
upon him nothing of that, in hopes whereof 
he had received him into the city, but had a 
mind to have it believed that it was rather de¬ 
livered up out of fear than by the kindnefs of 
Milefius, and becaufe he had not rewarded 

him 

. f Spanheini takes notice, that thS Antiochus Dionyfus 
[the brother of Philip, and of Demetrius Puccrus, an« of 
twtl others] was the filth Ion of Antiochus Grypus ; and 
•that ke istftyled t’,- coins Audit bus lu ipkancs Dionfus. 

(i A 
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him as he ought to have done, he became fuf- 
peiled by him, and fo he was obliged to leave 
Damafeus again ; for Mildins caught him 
marching out into the Hippodrome, and fhut 
him up in it, and kept Damafeus for Antio- 
chus [Eucerus] ; who, hearing how Philip’s af¬ 
fairs hood, came hack out of Arabia. He alfo 
came immediately, and made an expedition 
againil Judea, with eight thoufaud armed foot¬ 
men, and eight hundred horlemen. So Alex¬ 
ander, out of fear of his coining, dug a deep 
ditch, beginning at Chaharzaba, which is now 
called Antipatris, to the lea of Joppa, on which 
part only hi? army could be brought againft 
him. He alio raifed a wall, and erected wooden 
towers, and intermediate redoubts for one hun¬ 
dred'and fifty furlongs in length, and there ex¬ 
pected the coming of Antioclms ; hut he foon 
burnt them all, and made his army pafs by 
that way into Arabia. The Arabian king [A- 
retas] at firii retreated, but afterward appeared 
oa the fudden with ten thoufand horlemen. 
Antiochus gave them the meeting, and fought 
delperatcly ; and, indeed, when he had gotten 
the victory, and was bringing home auxiliaries 
to that part of his army that was in diltrefs, he 
was (lain. When Antiochus was fallen, his 
army fled to the village Cana, where the great- 
ell part of them perilhed by famine. 

2. After him * Aretas reigned over Cele- 
fyria, being called to the government by thofe 
that held Damalcus, by reafon of the hatred 
they bare to Ptolemy Menneus. He alfo made 
thence an expedition againft Judea, and heat 
Alexander in battle, near a place called Adida ; 
yet did he, upon certain conditions agreed on 
between tftem, retire out of Judea. 

T. But Alexander marched again to the 
city Dios, and took it ; and then made an 

” This Aretas was the firft king of the Arabians who 
took Damafcus and reigned there : Which name became 
afterwards common to iueh Arabian kings, both at Petra 
and at Damafcus, as we learn from jofephus in many 
place" and horn St Paul, 2 Cor. xi. 32. See the note 
on Amin. \YI. eh. ix. § 4. 

f We n litre and elfewhere take notice, that what¬ 
ever tonnt||ts or cities the Afhnumeaus conquered from 
any of the neighbouring nations, or whatever countries or 
cities they gained from them, that had ^ not belonged to 
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expedition againft Effa, where was the beft 
part of Zeno’s treafures, and there he encom- 
palfed the place with three walls ; and when- 
he had taken the city by fighting, he 1 H 
to Golan and Seleucia ; and when h 
ken thele cities, he, bclides them, 
valley which is called the valley of ua—. 
as alfo the fortrels Gamala. * Pie alio ac- 
cufed Demetrius, who was governor of thofe 
places, of many crimes, and turned him out: 
And after he had fpend three years in this 
war, he returned to his own country, when 
the Jews joyfully received him, upon this his 
good fuccefs.. 

4. Now at this rime the Jevrs were in pof- 
feftion of the following cities that had belonged 
to tire Syrians and Idumeans, and Phenicians : 
At the fea-fide, Strato’s Tower, Apollonia, Jop¬ 
pa, Jamnia, Aibdod, Gaza, Anthedon, Ra- 
phia,.and Rhinocolura ; in the middle of the 
country, near to Idumea, Adora, and Marif- 
fa ; near the country of Samaria, mount Car¬ 
mel, and mount Tabor, Scythopolis, and Gada- 
ra ; of the country of Gaulonites, Seleucia, and 
Gabala ; in the country of Moab, Helhbon, 
and Medaba, Lemba, and Oronas, Gelithon, 
Zara, the valley of the Cilices, and Pella ; 
w'hich laft they utterly deflroyed, becaufe its 
f inhabitants would not bear to change their 
religious rites for thofe peculiar to the Jew's. 
The Jews alfo poffeffed others of the principal 
cities of Syria, which had been deflroyed. 

5. After this, king Alexander, although he 
fell into a diftemper by hard drinking, and had. 
a quartan ague, w'hich held him three years,, 
yet would not leave off going out with his ar¬ 
my, till he was quite fpent with the labours he 
had undergone, and died in the bounds of Ra- 

gaba,, 

them before, they, after 1 the days of Hyrcanus, compelled 
the inhabitants to leave their idolatry, and entirely to re¬ 
ceive the law of Moles, as profelytes of juftice, or elfe 
banilhed them into other lands. That excellent prince, 
John Hyrcanus, did it to the Idumeans, as Ihave noted on 
chap, ix- jf I. already, who lived then in the pvomtfed land, 
and this I fuppofe jultly; hut by what right the reft did' 1 ' 
't, t »vn to countries or cities that were no part of‘that 
land,' 1 do not at all know. This looks too like unjuft; 
perfection for religion,. 
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gaba, a fortrefs beyond Jordan. But when 
his queen faw that he was ready to die, and 
had no longer any hopes of furviving, fhe came 
to him weeping, and lamenting, and bewailed 
htTl'elf, and her fons, on the defolate condition 
(iiq fhorld be left in; and faid to him, “ To 
.vnoin dolt thou thfcs leave me, and my chil¬ 
dren, who are deftitutc of all other fupports, 
and this when thou knowefl how much ill-will 
thy nation bears thee ?” But he gave her the 
following advice, That “ flic need but follow 
what he would fuggeft to her, in order to re¬ 
tain the kingdom fecurely, with her children ; | 
t hat fhe lliould conceal his death from the fol- ! 
diers, till fhe fhould have taken that place; af¬ 
ter this, flie fhould go in triumph, as upon a 
victory, to Jerufalctn, and put fome of her au¬ 
thority into the hands of the Pharifees ; for that 
they would commend her for the honour fhe 
hud'donc them, and would reconcile the nation 
to her; for he told her, they had great auiao- 
rifv among the Jews, both to do hurt to fuch 
as they hated, and to bring advantages to tht/e 
to whom they were friendly difpofed ; for that 
they arc then believed held of all Ivy the muUi- 
tude when they fpeak any fevere thing again!! 
others, though it be only out of envy at them. 
And he faid, that it was by their means that 
he had incurred the difpleafure of the nation, 
whom indeed he had injured. Do thou there¬ 
fore, faid he, when thou art come to Jcrufalem, 
fend for the leading men among them, and 
fhew them my body, and, with great appear- 

* It feems by this dying advice of Alexander Janrseus 
to his wife, that he had himfelf purfued tire meafures of ] 
Iris father Hyrcanus, and taken part with the Saddticees, 
who kept clofe to the written law, againit the l’furifecs, j 
who had introduced their own traditions, chap. xvi. § 2. \ 
and that lie now faw a political neccflity of fubmitting to 
the Pharifees, and their traditions hereafter, if his widow 1 
and family minded to retain their monarchical govern¬ 
ment,' or tyranny over the Jewifh nation : Which left yet, | 
thus fupported, were at lift in great meafure the ruin of j 
the religion, government, and nation of the Jews, and j 
brought them into fo wicked a Hate, that the vengeance : 
of Cod came upon them to their utter excifion. Juft thus 1 
didtaiphas politically advif: the Jcnilh fanhedrim, Join 
xi. 50. fthat it was expedient for them that one man jhould i 
die for the people, ami that the whole nation perijh not ; and 
•this in confoquence of their own political fuppofal, ver. 48. 


aucc of fintcrity, give them leave to ufe it as 
they themfelvcs pleafe, whether they will dif- 
houour the dead body by refilling it burial, as 
having feverely fuffered by mv means, or whe¬ 
ther, in their anger, they will offer any other 
injury to that body. Promifc them alio, that 
thou wilt do nothing without them in the al¬ 
lairs of the kingdom. If thou doll but lay this 
to them, I Hull! have the honour of a more glo¬ 
rious funeral from them than thou couldft have 
made for me : and when it is in their power to 
abuk: my dead body, they will do it no injury 
at all, and thou wilt rule in fafety.” * So when 
he had given his wile this advice, he died, af¬ 
ter he had reigned twcnty-leven years, and liv¬ 
ed fifty years within one. 


C II A P. XVI. 


Ho tv Alexandra, by gaining the Good-will of the. 
Pharifees, retained the Kingdom nine Tears ; 
and then, having done, many glorious Allions, 


died. 


§ 1. OO Alexandra, when fhe had taken the 
k j/ fortrefs, acted as her hufbnnd had 
fuggefted to her, and fpake to the Pharifees, 
and put all things into their power, both as to 
the dead body, and as to the affairs of the 
kingdom, and thereby pacified their anger a- 
gainlt Alexander, and made them bear good¬ 
will and hiendlliip to him ; who then came a- 

mong 


;b.:t ! f they let Jefin al'.nr, witli his miracles, nil men mould 
believe on him , and th Romant would come and take away both 
their p!,ut and nation. Which political ei ucifixion of Jefus 
of Narareth brought down the vengeance oi Cod upon 
them, and occalioned thofe vci y Romans, of wliom they 
feented fo much afraid, that to prevent it they put liim to 
death, actually to come and take away both time place and. 
nation within 38 years afterwards. I heartily wifh the po¬ 
liticians of chriftendom would confider thefe and the like 
examples, and no longer facrifiee all virtue and religion 
to tlvir pernicious fehemes of government, to the bring¬ 
ing down the judgments of Cod upon themfelvcs and the 
fevtra! nations intruded to their care. But this is ,1 digref- 
!joh : I wilh it were an unfe.donable one alio, jolephus 
himfelf leveral times makes fuclt digrclhous, and hfierc 
venture to billow him. lice one of them at the condru'v; 
of the very next chapter. 
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xnong the' multitude, and made fpeeches to 
them, and laid before them the adtions of Al¬ 
exander, and told them, that they had loft a 
•righteous king; and by the commendation they 
gave Iftm, they brought them to grieve, and 
to be in heavinefs for him ; fo that he bad a 
funeral more fplcndid than had any of the 
kings before him. Alexander left behind him 
two Ions, Uyrcanus and Ariftobulus, but com¬ 
mitted the kingdom to Alexandra. Now as to 
thefe two Ions, Hyrcanus was indeed unable 
to manage public affairs, and delighted rather 
in a quiet life ; but the younger, Ariftobulus, 
was an adlive and a bold man ; and for this 
woman herfclf, Alexandra, fire was loved by 
the multitude, bccaufe Ibc feemed difpleafed at 
the offences her hufband had been guilty of. 

2. So fire made Hyrcanus high prieft, be- 
caufc lie was the elder, but much more becaufe 
lie cared not to meddle with politics, and per¬ 
mitted the Pharifees to do every thing; to whom 
alfo Ibe ordered the multitude to be obedient. 
She alfo reftored again thofe practices which the 
the Pharifees had introduced, according to the 
traditions of their forefathers, and which her 
father-in-law Hyrcanus had abrogated. So 
Ifie had indeed the name of the Regent , hut 
th,C Pharifees had the authority ; for it was 
they who reftored fuch as had been bamill¬ 
ed, and let fuch as weie priloners at liberty; 
mul, to fay all at onto, they differed in no¬ 
thing from lends. Plowever, the queen alfo 
took care of the affairs of the kingdom, and 
got together a great body of mercenary foldiers, 
and itn realed her own army to fuch a degree, 
that file bc.ame terrible to the neighbouring 
tyrants, and took foliages of them : And the 
country was entiicly at peace, excepting the 
Pharifees ; for they diflurbed the queen, and 
defiled that lhe would kill thofe who perfuaded 
Alexander to Hay the eight hundred men ; af¬ 
ter which they cut the throat of one of them, 
Diogenes ; and after him they did the fame to 
fevera!, one after another, till the men that 
were the molt potent came into the palace, 
and Ariftobulus with them; ft • lw fprmed ;» 
he difpleafed at what was ^ lt T ijm t ijv 


ed openly, that if he had an opportunity, lie 
would not permit his mother to go on fo. 
Thefe put the queen in mind, “ what great 
dangers they had gone through, and -•* 
things they had done, whereby 
monftrated the firmnefs of their f 
mailer, infomueh, that thefy hat 
greateft marks of favour from him : And they 
begged of her, that lhe would not utterly Mail 
their hopes, as it now happened, that when 
they had efcapcd the hazards that arofc fiom 
their [open] enemies, they were to be cut off 
at home by their [private] enemies, like biule 
heafts, without any help whatfoever. They 
faid alfo, that if their adverfaries would be fa- 
tisfied with thofe that had been fain already, 
they would take what had been done patiently, 
on account of their natural love to their govern¬ 
ors ; but if they muft expedt the fame for the 
future alfo, they implored of her a difmiflion 
from her fervice; for they could not hear to 
I think of attempting any method for their 
deliverance without her, hut would rather die 
| willingly before the palace gate, in cafe flic 
would not forgive them. And that it was a 
gieat fhame, both for themfelves, and for the 
queen, that when they were neglcdled by 
her, they fhouid come under the lafti of her 
, hufband’s enemies; for that Arctas, the Ara¬ 
bian king, and the monarchs, would give any 
I reward if they could get fuch men as foreign 
| auxiliaries, to whom their very names, before 
their voices he heard, may perhaps he terrible : 
But if they could not obtain this their fecond 
requeft, and if fhe had determined to prefer 
the Pharifees before them, they ftill infilled, 
that fire would place them every one in her for- 
treffes; for if fome fatal demon hath a gon- 
ffant fpite againft Alexander’s houfe, they would 
he willing to bear their part, and to live in a 
private ftation there.” 

3. As thefe men faid thus, and called upon 
Alexander’s ghoft for com migration of thofe al¬ 
ready flain, and thofe in danger of it, all the 
byeftanders brake out into tears: But Ariilobu- 
j h , chiefly made mrmifeft -whit were his fenti- 
}j ’ ments, 
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meats, and ufed many reproachful expreflions 
to his mother [faying] “Nay, indeed, the calc 
is this, that they have been themfclves the au¬ 
thors of their own calamities, who have per- 
'■•’Ood a .roman, who, a gain ft reafon, - was 
...ad with ambitioq,, to reign over them, when 
there were fons in the flower of their age fitter 
for it.” So Alexandra, not knowing what to 
do with any decency, committed the fortrefles 
to them, all but Hyrcania, and Alexandrium, 
and Maeherus, where her principal treafurcs 
were. After a little while alio, flic fcnt her i 
ion Ariftohulus, with an army to Damafeus, 
again ft Ptolemy, who was called Mcmicus , who 
was fuch a had neighbour to the city ; but he 
did nothing confulerabie there, and fo returned 
home. 

4. About this time news was brought that 
Tigranes, the king of Armenia, had made 
an irruption into Syria with * five hundred 
thoufand foldicrs, and was coming againll Ju¬ 
dea. This news, as may well he fuppofed, 
terrified the queen, and the nation. Accord¬ 
ingly they font him many and very valuable 
prdents, as alfo arnbaffadors, and that as he 
was heiieging Ptolemais ; for Selene the queen, 
the fame that was alfo called Cleopatra ,ruled then 
over Syria, who had perfuaded the inhabitants 
to exclude Tigranes. So the Jewifh ambafta- 
dors interceded with him, and intreated him 
that he would determine nothing that was fe- 
vere about their queen or nation. He com¬ 
mended them for the refpedts they paid him at 
fo great a diftance ; and gave them good hopes 
of his favour. But as loon as Ptolemais was 
taken, news came to Tigranes, that Lucullus, 
in his purfuit of Mithridates, could not light 
ppon him, who was fled into Iberia, hut was 
laying wafte Armenia, and befieging its cities. 
Now when Tigranes knew this, he returned 
home. 

# The number of 500,000, or even 300,000, as one 
Greek copy, with the Latin copies, have it, for Tigranes’s 
army, that came out of Armenia into Syria and Judea, 
fc-enjs much too large. We have had already fcveral fuch 
extravagant numbers in Jofephus’s prefent copies, which 
are not to be at all aferibed to him. Accordingly I in¬ 
cline to Dr Hudfon’s emendation here, which luppofes 
rluMvi Knt /10.000. 
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5. Aft kb this* when the queen was ft lien, 
into a dangerous diitempei, Anilohulus refolvcd 
to attempt the lei zing of the government ; lo he 
ftolc away feeretly by night, with cmly one of 
his lervants, and went to the foitrelies, where¬ 
in Ins friends, that were inch fiom tlje days of 
his father, were fettled: lor as he had been j 
great while difpleafcd at his mother’s eondudt, 
fo he was now much more afraid, left, upon 
her death, their whole family Ihould he under 
the power of the Pharifccs; for he law the in¬ 
ability of his brother, who was to lureecd in 
the government : nor was any one ronleious 
ol what he was doing hut only his wife, whom 
he left at Jerulalem with their children. lie 
lirll of all came to Agaba, where was (kdeftes, 

I one of the potent men before mention, and 
was received by him. When it was day the 
queen perceived that Ariftohulus was fled ; and 
i for feme time fhe fuppofed that his departure 
was not in order to make any innovation ; hut 
! when mefiengers came one after another, with 
the news that he had feeured the lirll place, 
the feeond place, and all trie places (for as loon 
as one had begun they all Submitted to his dil- 
pofal) then it was that the queen and the na¬ 
tion were in the grenteft difordet ; for they were 
aware, that it would not he long ere Ariftohu¬ 
lus would he able to lettlc himfelf firmly in the 
government. What they were principally a- 
fraid of was this, that he would inflidt ptmifh- 
ment upon them for the mad treatment his houfe 
had had from them : So they refolved to take 
his wife and children into cuftody, and keep 
them in the 7 fortrefs that was over the tem¬ 
ple. Now there was a mighty conflux of pec- 
plc that came to Ariftohulus from all parts, in- 
fomuch, that he had a kind of royal attendants 
about him ; for in little more than fiftee n days, 
he got twenty-two flrong places, which gave 

him 

f This fortrefs, ruffle, citadel, or tower, whither the 
wife and children of Aviltobulus were now lent, and 
which overlooked ihc temple, could he no other than 
what Hyrcanus I. built, Antiq. B. XVJ 1 I. chap. iv. § 5. 
and Herod the Great rebuilt, and called the Tr-iwK An~ 
tonia , Antiq. B. XV. chap. xi. § 5. 

6 B 
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him the opportunity of raifing an army from 
Libanus, and Trachonitis, and the monarchs; 
for men aie eafily led by the greater number, and 
ealily luhmit to them. And bdidcs this, that 
by affording him their afhllance, when he could 
not expgdt it, they, as well as he, fhould have 
the advantages that would come by his being 
.king-, becaufe they-had been the occahon of 
his gaining the kingdom. Now the elders of 
the Jews, and Korean us with them, went in 
unto the queen, and defired, That “ lhc would 
give them her feutiments about the prefent 
pofture of affairs; for that Arillobulus was in 
effed lord of almoft all the kingdom, by pof- 
feffing f’o many ftrong holds; and that it was 
abfurd for them to take any counfcl by them- 
felv.cS) how ill foever foe were, while fhe was 
alive ; and that the danger would be upon them 
in no long time.” But foe bid them “ do 
what they thought proper to be done : that they 
had many cireutnllances in their favour ftill re¬ 
maining ; a nation in good heart, an army) 
and money in their feveial treafuries; for that 
foe had fmall concern about public affairs now, 
when the flrength of her body already failed 
her.” 

6. Now a little while after foe had faid this 
to them, foe died, when Inc had reigned nine 
years, and had in ail lived lcventy-three. A 
woman, fhe was who Tewed no figns of the 
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wcaknefs of her fex ; for foe was fagacious to 
the greateft degree in her ambition of govern¬ 
ing ; and demonftrated by her d' at once, 
that her mind was fit for a£) 
fometimes men themfelves foe\ 
derflanding they have, by the 
takes they make in point of government; im 
flic always preferred the prefent to futurity, 
and preferred the power of an imperious do¬ 
minion above all things; and in comparifon of 
that, had no regard to what was good, or what 
was right. However, foe brought the affairs 
of her houfe to fuch an unfortunate condition, 
that foe was the occafion of the taking away 
that authority from it, and that in no long¬ 
time afterward ; which foe had obtained by a 
vaft number of hazards and misfortunes, and 
this out of a defire of what docs not belong to 
a woman, and all by a compliance in her fenti- 
ments with thofe that bare ill-will to their fa¬ 
mily, and by leaving the adminiftration defii- 
tute of a proper fupport of great men : And in¬ 
deed her management, during her adminiftra¬ 
tion, while foe was alive, was fuch, as filled 
the palace after her death with calamities and 
difturbancc. However, although this had been 
her way of governing, foe preferved the nation 
in peace. And this is the conclufion of the. 
affairs of Alexandra. 


book: 
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Containing the Interval of Thirty-two Tears . 

[From the Death of Queen Alexandra to the Death of Antigonus.J 


C H A P. I. 

The War between Arfob id us and Hyrcanus a- 
bout the Kingdom ; and bow they made an 
Agreement, that ArtJIobulus Jhould be King, 
and Hyrcanus live a private Life ; as *afo 
how Hyrcanus, a little afterward, was per- 
funded by Antipater to fly to Arctas. 

S l '-W 7 E liave rciatec ^ t}iC affairs of queen 
\/\f Alexandra, and her death, in the 
■ * foregoing book, and will now 

lpeak of what followed, and was conncded 
with thofe hiltories; declaring before we pro¬ 
ceed, that we have nothing lb much at heart 
as this, that we may * omit no tads, cither 
through ignorance or lazinefs; tor we are upon 
the hiftory and explication of fueh things as 
the greateft part are unacquainted withal, be¬ 
cause of their diftancc from our times; and we 
aim to do it with a proper beauty of ftyle, to 
far as that is derived from proper words harmo¬ 
nically difpafed, and from fuch ornaments of 
fpeech alfo as may contribute to the pleafurc of 
our readers, that they may entertain the know¬ 
ledge of what we write with fome agreeable 
l'atisfadion and pleafurc, But the principal 
fco'pe that authors ought to aim at above all the 
reft, is to lpeak accurately, and to lpeak truly, 
for the iatisfadion of thofe that are otherwise 
unacquainted with fuch tranfadions, and obli¬ 
ged to believe what thefe writers inform them of. 

* Retard takes notice here, very juftly, how Jofephus’a 
declaration, that it was his great concern, not only to write 
an agreeable, an accurate, and a true hiitury, but alfo clif- 
tiadly not 1? omi( am- thing [of cuafequence] cither through 


2. Hyrcanus then began liis high pried*" 
hood on the third year of the hundred feventy- 
feventh olympiad, when Quintus llortenlius, 
and Quintus Metellus, who was called Metel- 
lus of Crete, were conluls at Rome : when pre- 
lout ly Arillobulus began to make war againft 
him ; and as it came to a battle with Hyrcanus 
at Jericho, many of his foldiers deferted him-, 
and went over- to his brother ; upon which, 
Hyrcanus fled into the citadel, where Ariflo- 
Indus’s wife and children were impriloned by 
their mother, as we have faid already, and at¬ 
tacked and overcame thofe his adverfaries that: 
had fled thither, and lay within the walls of 
the temple. So when he had lent a mcflagC 
to his brother about agreeing the matters be¬ 
tween them, he laid afide his enmity to him, 
on thefe conditions; that Arillobulus fliould be 
king, that he fliould live without intermeddling 

j with public affairs, and quietly enjoy the eftate 
| he had acquired. When they had agreed upon 
j thele terms in the temple, and had confirmed 
the agreement with oaths, and the giving one 
another their right hands, and embracing one 
another, in the light of the whole multitude, 
they departed, the one, Arillobulus, to the pa- 
I lace, and Hyrcanus, as a private man, to the ■ 
former houl'e of Arillobulus. 

3. But there was a certain friend of Hyrca¬ 
nus, an Idumean, called Antipater , who was 

vei v 

j 

ignorance, or lazinefs, implies, that he could not, confid¬ 
ently with that refolutimi, omit tlx mention of Jo finn-va - 
a nerfon as] Jcfus Chrjl. ’ 
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\ery rich, ami in his nature an active and a 
feditious man ; who was at enmity with Arifto- 
bultis, and had differences with him on account 
of his good-will to Hyreanus. It is true that 
Nicolaus of Dam a feus lavs, that Antipater was 
of the (lock of the principal Jews who came 
out of Babylon into Judea ; but that affertion 
.of his was to gratify Herod, who was his fon, 
and who, by certain revolutions ol fortune, 
came afterward~ m jft.be hing ol the Jews, whofc 
hiftory we fhall give you in its proper place 
hereafter. However, this Antipater was at 
hr(l called * Antipas, and that was his father’s 
name alfo ; of whom they relate this, that 
Bing Alexander and his wife made him general 
of all Idumea, and that he made a league of 
friendfhip with thofe Arabians, and Gazites 5 
and Afcalonites, that were of his own party, 
and had, by many and large prefents, made 
them his fall friends. But now, this younger 
Antipater was fulpicious of (he power of Arifto- 
hujus, and was afraid of i'omc mifehief he might 
do him, becaufe of his hatred to him : fo he 
ilirred up the raoft powerful of the Jews, and 
talked againll him to them privately; and fa id, 
That “ it was unjuft to overlook the eondwft 
of Ariftobulus, who had gotten the government 
.unrighteoufly, and had ejected his brother out 
of it, who was the elder, and ought to retain 
what belonged to him by prerogative of his 
birth.” And the fame fpecches he perpetually 
made to Ilyrcanus; and told him, that his 
own life would he in danger, unlcfs he guard¬ 
ed himfelf and got (hot of Ariftobulus; for, he 
laid, that the friends of Ariftobulus omitted no 
opportunity of advifmg him to kill him, as be¬ 
ing then and not before lure to retain his princi¬ 
pality. Hyreanus gave no credit to fhefe words 
of his, as being of a gentle difpofition, and one 
that did not caiily admit of calumnies againft 
other men. This temper of his not difpofing 
him to meddle with public affairs, and want of 
fpirit occaiioned him to appear to fpedators 
to he degenerous and unmanly ; while Arifto- 

v ' That the famous Antipater’s, or Antipas’s father, 
%v-,is alfo A/itiputcr or Anti pas (which two map juftly he ef- 
rl itnt* fill it the fame name, the former with a Creek 
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bulus was of a contrary temper, an adivc man, 
and one of a great and generous foul. 

4. Since therefore Antipater faw that Hv 
canus did not attend to what r ' ' 
ceafed, day by day, to chat 
upon Ariftobulus, and to eft 
him, as if he had a mind to , auu to, 

by urging him perpetually, he advifbd him and 
perfuaded him to lly to Arctas, the king of A- 
rahia ; and promiled, that if he would comply 
with his advice, he would alfo himfelf aflift him 
[and go with him.] When Hyreanus It card 
this, he faid, that it was for his advantage to 
fly away to Aretas. Now Arabia is a country 
that borders upon Judea. However, Hyreanus 
lent Antipater firit to the king of Arabia, in 
order to receive affurances from him, that when 
he fhould come in the manner of a fupplicant 
to him, he will not deliver him up to his ene¬ 
mies. So Antipater having received fuel’ af¬ 
furances, returned to Hyreanus to Jcrufalcm. 
A while afterward he took Hyreanus, and 
ftole out of tlie city by night, and went a great 
journey, and came and brought him to the 
city called Petra, where the palace of Aretas 
was : And as he was a very familiar friend of 
that king, he perfuaded him to bring back 
Hyreanus into Judea ; and this perfualion he 
continued every day, without any remiflion. 
He alfo propofed to make him prefents on 
that account. At length he prevailed with 
Aretas in his fuit. Moreover, Hyreanus pro- 
mifed him, that when lie had been brought 
thither, and had received his kingdom, he 
would reftore that country, and thofe twelve 
cities which his father Alexander had taken 
from the Arabians, which were thefc ; Meda- 
ba, Naballo, Libias, Tharabafa, Agalla, Atfrone, 
Zoar, Orone, Manila, Rudda, Luffii, and Oru- 
ba. 


CHAR 

or Gentile, the latter with an Hebrew or Jewith.termina¬ 
tion) Jofephus here affurcs us, though Eufebius indeed 
favs ir was Herod. 
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CHAP. II. 

/Aw Atas and Hyrcanus made ait Expedition 
again]} Arijiobulus , and befeged Jcrufalem ; 

. 'V; i boxv Stsurqs, the Roman General , raifed 
' tfjT’Siege. CoitcS-niftg the Dealb of Onias. 

^ r * /\ FTER thefe promifes had been giv- 
] H,. en to Aretas, he made an expedition 
againft Ariftobulus, with an army of fifty thou- 
f.rnd horfe and foot, and beat him in the battle. 
And when, after that vi&ory, many went over 
to Hyrcanus as dcharters, Ariftobulus was left 
defolate, and fled to Jerufalem ; upon which, 
the king of Arabia took all his army, and 
made an aflault upon the temple, and be- 
fteged Ariftobulus therein, the people ftill fup- 
porting Hyrcanus, and aflifting him in the 
liege, while none but the priefts continued with 
Ariftobulus. So Aretas united the forces of 
the Arabians and of the jews together, and 
prefted on the iiege vigoroufly. As this hap¬ 
pened at the feafon when the feaft of unleaven¬ 
ed bread was celebrated, which we call the 
Pafover, the principal men among the Jews 
left the country, and fled into Egypt. Now 
there was one, whole name was Onias ; a right¬ 
eous man he was, and beloved of God, who, 
in a certain drought, had prayed to God to 
put an end to the intenfc heat, and whofe 
prayers God had heard, and had font them 
rain. This man had hid himfelf, becaufe he j 
law that this fedition would laft a great while. 
However, they brought him to the Jewifh 
camp, and ddired, that as by his prayers he 
'had once put an end to the drought ; ft) he 
■would in like manner make imprecations on 
x\riftobulus, and thofe of his fadtion. And | 
-when, upon his refufal, and the excufes that j 
he made, he was ftill by the multitude com- j 
.pelled to fpeak, he flood up in the midft of j 
them, and faid, “ O God, the king of the | 
whole world ! fince thofe that Hand now with j 
me are thy people, and thofe that are hefieged 
“ate alfo thy priefts, I befcech thee that thou 
•wilt neither hearken to • the prayers of thofe 
againft thefe, nor bring te effect what thef'e 


pray againft thofe.” Whereupon, fufti wick¬ 
ed Jews as flood about him, as i'oon as he had 
made this prayer, ftoned him to death. ' 

2. But God punithed them immediately 
for this their barbarity, and took vengeance of 
them for the murder of Onias, in the manner 
following: While the priefts and Ariftobulus 
werebefieged, it happened that rhe feaft called 
the Pajfover was come, at which it is our euf* 
tom to offer a great number oHacrifk.es to God j 
but thofe that were with Ariftobulus wanted 
facrifices, and deflred that their countrymen 
without would furnifh them with fuch facrificcs, 
and allured them they fhould have a.s much 
money for them as they fhould defire; and 
when they required them to pay a thoufand 
drachmae for each head of cattle, Ariftobulus 
and the priefts willingly undertook to pay for 
them accordingly, and thole within let down 
the money over the walls, and gave it them. 
But when the others had received it, they did 
not deliver the facrificcs, but arrived .u that 
height of wickcdncfi- as to break the aflirranccs 
they had given, and to be guilty of impiety to¬ 
wards God, by not fui nifhing thofe that want¬ 
ed them with facrifices. And when the priefts 
found they had been cb.eated, and that the agree¬ 
ments they had made were violated, they pray¬ 
ed to God, that he would avenge them on their 
countrymen. Nor did he delay that their pun- 
iftiment, but fent a flrong and vehement ftorm 
of wind that ddlroyed the fruits of the whole 
country, till a modius of wheat was then bought 
for eleven d-achmm. 

3. In the mean time Pompey fent ScautTis 
into Syria, while he was himfelf in Armenia, 
and making war with Tigranea : But when 
Scaurus was come to Damafcus, and found that 
Lollius and Meteilushad newly taken thr city, 
he came himfelf haflily into Judea. And when 
he was come thither, arnballadors came to him, 
both from Ariftobulus and Hyrcanus, end both 
defired he would aflift them. And when both 
of them promifed to give him money, Arifto¬ 
bulus four hundred talents, and Hyrcanus no 
left, he accepted of Ariftobulus’s premiid ; for 

he 
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he was rich, and had a great foul, and defired 
to obtain nothing but what was moderate ; 
whereas the other was poor, and tenacious, 
and made incredible promifes in hopes of great¬ 
er advantages ; for it was not the fame thing 
to take, a city, that was exceeding ftrong and 
powerful, as it was to ejedt out of the country 
foine fugitives, with a greater number of Na¬ 
bateans, who were no very warlike people, 
lie therefore made an agreement with Arifto- 
bulus, for the reafems before-mentioned, and 
took his money, and railed the fiege, and- or¬ 
dered Arctas to depart, or elfc he ihould be de¬ 
clared an enemy to the Romans. So Scaurus 
returned to Damafcus again ; and Ariftobulus, 
with a great army, made war with Aretas and 
Hyrcanus, and fought them at a place called 
Papyron , and beat them in the battle, and flew 
about fix thouland of the encinv ; with whom 
fell Phalton alfo, 'he brother of Antipater. 


ciiap. hi. 

How Ariftobulus and Hyrcanus came to Pompcy , 
in order to argue who ought to have the King¬ 
dom ; and how , upon the Flight of shift abut us 
to the I orlrefs Alcxandrium , Pompcy led his 
Army again ft him, and ordered him to deliver 
up the Forlrcjfcs 'whereof he was pofftjjed. 

§ i. A LITT L i' afterward Pompcy came 
to Damalcus, and marched over Cc- 
lefyria ; at which time there came amballadors 
to him from ail Syria, and Egypt, and out of 
Judea a To ; for Ariftobulus had lent him a great 
prefent, which was a golden vine, ot the va¬ 
lue of live hundred talents. Now Strabo of 
Cappadocia mentions this prelent in thefe 
word's: “ There came alfo an ambafiage out of 

* This pJA'.t virc or gnrden, fern by Stiabo at Rome, 
has its infciiption here, as-if it were the gift of Alexan¬ 
der, the father of Aiiftobuhtand not of Ariftobulus 
liimfcif, n whom yet Jolophus nferibes it; and i:i order 
to prove the truth of that part of his hifto; y, introduces 
-Jda tefti irony of Strabo j So to at the ordinary copies feerh 
to be here, c ither erroneous or defective; and the original 
wading hems to have been, either Ariftobulus, irdtead of 
St it so hi11 , with one Greek copy, or elle Ar'jhbuins, the fin of 
AUmmcitr ■ wills the Lath; copies-, which la it fee ms to me 
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Egypt, and a crown of the value of four thou- 
faad pieces of gold; and out of Judea there 
came another, whether you call it a vine or a 
j garden : They called the thing TerEuLE, Tic 
delight. However, we ourfelves Aw that pro 
lent repolited at Rome, in "he temple of j--- 
ter Capitolinus, with this mfeription, The gift 
of sllexaudcr, the king of the Jews. It was va¬ 
lued at live hundred talents ; and the report is, 
that Ariftobulus, the governor of the Jews, feat 
it.” 

2. In a little time afterward came ambaf- 
fadors again to him. Antipater from Hyrcanus, 
and Nicodemus from Ariftobulus; which lull 
alfo accufed luch as had taken bribes, lirft Ca- 
binius, and then Scaurus, the one three hundred 
talents, and the other four hundred ; by which 
procedure he made thefe two his enemies, bc- 
■ ildes thole he had before. And when Pompcy. 
had ordered thole that had controverfies one 
with another to come to him in the beginning 
of the fpring, he brought his army out of their 
winter quarters, and marched into the country 
of Damafcus ; and as he went along, he demo- 
lilhed the citadel that was at Aparnia, which 
Antiochus Cyzicenus had built, and took cogru- 
fance of the country of Ptolemy Menneus, a 
■wicked man, and not lefs fo than Dionvlius of 
Tripoli, who had been beheaded, who was 
alfo his relation by marriage ; yet did he buy 
off the punilhment of his crimes for a thoufand 
talents, with which money Pompcy paid the 
foldiers their wages. He alfo conquered the 
place called Lyftas, of which Silas a Jew was 
tyrant. And when he had palled over the cities 
of Heliopolis and Chalcis, and got over the 
mountain which is on the limit of Celefyria, 
he came from Pella to Damafcus; and there it 

was 

tlie inoft probable : For as to A.» hbifhop Ufher’s conjec¬ 
tures, that Alexander made it, and dedicated it to God in 
in the temple, and that thence Ariftobulus took it, and 
lent it to Pompcy; they are both very improbable, ;1r.u 
no way agreeable to Jofephus, who would hardly have 
avoided the recording both thofe uncommon point? of 
hiflory, had he known any thing of them nor wu 
; cither the Jcwifh nation, or even Poinpey himfclf, then 
have rtlilhed fuels a flagrant inftance of facrilege. 
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was that he heard the caufes of the Jews, and 
o£ their governors Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus, 
wI?o were at difference one with another; as 
alfo of - the nation againft: them both, which 
did not deftrp to be under kingly government, 
the formxa^ government they received 
from their forefathers was that of fubjedtion to 
the prierts of tllat god whom they worfhipped ; 
and [they complained] that though thefe two 
were the poilerity of priefls, yet did they feek 
to change the government of their nation to 
another form, in order to enllave them. Hyrca¬ 
nus complained, that although he were the el¬ 
der brother, he was deprived of the prerogative 
of his birth by Ariftobulus, and that he hath 
but a finall part of the country under him, A- 
riftobulus having taken away the reft from him 
by force. He alfo accufed him, that the in- 
eurlions which had been made into their neigh¬ 
bours countries, and the piracies that had been 
made at lea, were owing to him ; and time the 
nation would not have revolted, unlefs Arifto¬ 
bulus had been a man given lo violence and 
dborder : and there were no fewer then a 
thoul'and Jews, of the heft efteem among them, 
who confirmed this accufation ; which confir¬ 
mation was procured by Antipater. But A- 
riftobulus altedged againft him, that it was 
Hyrcanus’s own temper, which was inactive, 
and on that account contemptible, which embed 
him to he deprived of the government ; and 
that for himfelf, he was ncceftitatcd to take it 
upon him, for fear left it fliould he transferred 
to others. And that as to his title [of king] 

’t was no other than what his father had taken 
[before him.] He alfo called for witnclfcs of ! 
what he laid, fome perfons who were both 
young and infclent: whole purple garments, 
fine heads of hair, and other ornaments, were 
detefted [by the court]; and which they appear¬ 
ed in, not as though they were to plead their 
cauie in a court of juftice, but as if they were 
marching in a pompous proceflion. 

3. When Pompey had heard the caufes of 
-4iiel'a*tvvo, and had condemned Ariftobulus for 
his violent procedure, he then Ipake civilly to 
them, and lent them away : and told them, 
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that when he came again into their country, 
he would fettle all their affairs, after he hath 
firft taken a view of the affairs of the Nabatean;,. 
In the mean time, he ordered them to be 
quiet ; and treated Ariftobulus civilly., left he- 
fliould make the nation revolt, and hinder hie 
return 1 which yet Ariftobulus did ; for with¬ 
out expediting any farther determination, which, 
Pompey had promifed them, he went to the 
city Delius, and thence marched into Judea. 

4. At this behaviour Pompey was angry, 
and taking with him that army winch he was 
leading againft the Nabateans, and the auxili¬ 
aries that came from Damafcus and the othc: 
parts of Syria, with the other Roman legion- 
which lie had with him, he made an expedi¬ 
tion againft Ariftobulus: But as lie palled !r- 
Pella and Scythopolis, he came to Corea:, which 
is the firft entrance into Judea when one paffes 
over the midland countries, where he came to 
a molt beautiful fort refs that was built on the 
top of a mountain called Ahsuuuirittm , whither 
Ariftobulus had lied, and thence Pompey fent 
his commands to him, that he fhould come to 
him. Accordingly, at the perfualion of many, 
that he would not make war with the Romans, 
he came down ; and when he had dilputed 
with his brother about the right to the govern¬ 
ment, he went up again to the citadel, as Pom¬ 
pey gave him leave to do ; and this he did two 
or three times, as battering himfelf with the 
hopes of having the kingdom granted him ; fo 
that he ftill pretended he would obey Pompey 
in whatfoever he commanded, although at the 
fame time he retired to his fortrels, that he 
might not deprefs himfelf too low, and that he 
might be prepared for a war, in cafe it fliould 
prove as lie feared, that Pompey would trans¬ 
fer the government to Hyrcanus. But when 
Pompey enjoined Ariftobulus to deliver up the 
fort relics he, field, and to fend an injunction to 
their governors, under his own hand, lor that 
purpofe (for they had been forbidden to de¬ 
liver them up upon any other commands) he 
fubmitted indeed to do lo, but ftill he retired 
in difpleafure to Jerufalem, and made p-rpara- 

tioiVi 
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tion for war. A little after this, certain per¬ 
sons came out of Pontus, and informed Pom¬ 
pey, as he was on the way, and condu&ing his 
-army againft Ariftobulus, that Mithridates was 

’dead, and was (lain by his ion Pharnaces. 

* 

C II A P. IV. 

Mow Pompey, when the Citizens of Jerufalem 
Jhut the Gates againjl him, btjieged the City, 
and took it by Force ; as a Jo what other 
Things he did in Judea. 

‘ § i. when Pompey had pitched his 

j/\| camp at Jericho (where the * palm- 
tree grows, and that baliam which is aft oint¬ 
ment of all the mod precious, which, upon any 
incifion made in the wood with a {harp Hone, 
diftills out thence like a juice) he marched in 
the morning to Jerufalem. Hereupon Arlfto- 
bulus repented of what he was doing,-and came 
to Pompey, and [promifed to] give him money, 
and received him into Jerufalem, and delired 
that he would leave off the war, and do what 
he pleafetl peaceably. So Pompey, upon his 
intreaty, forgave him, and Cent Gabinius, and 
foldiers with him, to receive the money, and 
the city: Yet was no part of this performed, 
but Gabinius came back, being both excluded 
out of the city, and receiving none of the mo¬ 
ney promifed, becaule Aridobulus’s iofdicrs 
would not permit the agreements to be execut¬ 
ed. At this Pompey was very angry, and put 
Ariftobulus into prifon, and came himiclf to the 
city, which was ftrong on every fide, excepting 
the north, which was not fo w-ell fo; lifted; for 

* Theft: rxprels teftiinoni.:* of Jofcphus here, and 
Acti'i. B. Vi IT. ch:.i. vi. § 6 . and B. XV. chap. iv. § 2. 
tint the only bnlfr.n gardens, and the bell; palm-tree.;, 
were, at lc.it in his days, near Jericho and Engaddi, 
about the north pait oi' the dead fea (whereabout alio 
Alexander the Great law the baliam drop) Ihew the mif- 
take of th.ofc that uncier'ftaud -Eufcbitis and Jerom, as if 
one of thole gardens we re ht the foutkjiart of that lea, 
at Zoar or S'-p or ; whereas they mud either meati another 
%oar or Segor, which was between Jericho and Engaddi, 
agreeably to Jofcphus, which yet they do not appear to do, 
or die they directly contradict Jofcphus, and were-there¬ 
in greatly mnl.tl.en; I mean this, udeftj that baifam, 


there was f a broad and deep ditch that encom- 
pafled the city, and included within it the tem¬ 
ple, which was itfelf encompaffcd about w r ith 
a very ftrong ftone-wall. 

2. Now there was a (edition fV.be men that 
were within the city, who,-Td not agree 
was to be done in their prefent circumftances; 
while fomc thought it belt to deliver up the 
city to Pompey: But Ariftobulus’s party cx- 
j hotted them to Ihut the gates, becaufe he was 
j kept in prifon. Now thefe prevented the others, 
and feized upon the temple, and cut off the 
bridge which reached from it to the city, and 
prepared thcmlelves to abide a fiege ; but the 
j others admitted Pompey’s army in, and dcli- 
; vered up both the city and the king’s palace to 
him. So Pompey lent his lieutenant Pifo with 
! an army, and placed garrifons, both in the city 
and in the palace, to fecure them ;• and fortiiied 
j the houfes that johted to the temple; and alt 
! thofe which were more diftant, and without it. 

| And in the firft place, he offered terms of ac~ 
j commodation to thofe within ; but when they 
! would not comply with what was defired, he 
J encompaffed all the places thereabout with a 
J wall, wherein Hyrcanus did gladly aftift him 
: Oil all occafions, hut Pompey pitched his camp 
within [the wall] on the north part of the 
temple, where it was mo ft practicable; but 
even on that fide there were great towers, and 
a ditch had been dug, and a deep valley be¬ 
girt it round about; for on the parts towards 
the city were precipices, and the bridge on 
which Pompey had gotten in was broken down ; 
however, a bank was railed, day by day, with 

a 

and the befl palm-trees, grew much more to tbc fouth- 
ward in Judea in the days of Eufebius and Jerom, than 
than they did in the days of Jofcphus. 
j f The particular depth and breadth of this ditch, whence 
! the floncs for the wall about the temple were probably ta- 
; ken, are omitted in our copies of Jofcphus but fet down 
by Strabo, B. XVI. p. 763. from whom we learn, that 
this ditch was 60 feet deep, and 250 fett broad. How¬ 
ever, its depth is, in the next feftion, faid by Jofephus to 
be intmenfe , which exactly agrees to Strabo’s dcfcri'ptiop 
and which number in Strabo is a very ftrong confirmation 
of the truth of .Jofephus’s defeription alfo. 
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a great deal of labour, while the Romans cut 
ikttvn materials for it from the places round 
ahoqt: and when this bank was fufficicntly 
railed,'and the ditch filled up, though but poor¬ 
ly, by reaid.' of its immenfe depth, he brought 
if. / nsechanicat'T^ines and battering rams 
from Tyre, aqd placing them on the bank, he 
battered the temple with the ftones that were 
thrown againft it. And had it not been our 
practice, from the days of our forefathers, to 
reft on the feventh days, this bank could never 
have been perfe&ed, by rcafon of the oppofi- 
tion the »|cws would have made; for though 
our laws give us leave then to defend duriclves 
again ft thofe that begin to fight with us, and 
a'fault u.t yet does it not permit us to meddle 
with our enemies while they do any thing ell'e. 

g. Which thing when the Romans under- 
flood, on thole days which we cs\\' Sabhitbs, 
they threw nothing at the Jews, nor came to 
any pitched battle with them, but railed up 
their earthen banks, and brought their engines 
into lueh forwardnefs, that they might do exe¬ 
cution the next days.- And any one may hence 
learn, how very great piety we exercife towards 
God, and the obfervance of his laws, lincc the 
priefts were not at all hindred from their fa- 
cred miniftrations by their fear during this 
fiege ; but did Hill, twice a days; in the morn¬ 
ing, and about the ninth hour, ;their ia- 

crilices on the altar : nor did they omit thofe 
facrilices, if any melancholly accident happen¬ 
ed, by the ftones that were thrown amongft 
them; for although the city were taken on 
the third * month, on the day of the faft, upon 
the hundred feventy-ninth olympiad, when 
Cains Antonius, and Marcus Tullius Cicero, 
were confuls; and the enemy then fell upon 
them, and cut the throats of thofe iJj^jgrcre in 

* That is, on the 23d of Sivan, the annual faft for the 
defection and idolatry 'of Jeroboam, 'who mmh Ifriut tufin ; 
<>r poftibly feme other faft might fail into that month, be¬ 
fore and in the days of Jofephus. 

j. i t dtferves here to be noted,'that tliie pharifaicil fu- 
' Wtrllftious notion, that offenfive lighting was unlawful 
to the Jews, even under the utmoft neceffity, on the Sab- 
buth-dav (of which we hear nothing before the times of 
the Maccabees) was the proper occafion of Jerufalem’s be- 
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the temple; yet could not ihof: that offered the 
fieriiiets he compelled to run away, neither by 
the tear they were in of their own lives, nor by 
the number that were already Haiti, as think¬ 
ing it better to fuffer whatever came upon them, 
at their very altars, than to omit any .thing that 
their laws required oi. them. And that this is 
not a meer brag, or an encomium to manifcil 
a degree of our piety that was ialie, hut is the 
real truth, 1 appeal to thole that have written 
of the ads of Pompey ; and among them, 
to Strabo, and Nicolaus [of Danube us] ; and 
bolides thele two, Titus Livius, the writer of 
the Roman hiftory, who all bear witnels to 
this thing. '[ 

4. But when the battering engine was 
brought near, the great eft ol tin- towers was 
ihaken by it, and fell down, and brake down 
a part of tire fortifications; fq the enemv pour¬ 
ed in apace; and Cornelius Fauftus, the Ion 
of Sylla, with his ioldiers, firft of all .0 ended 
the wall, and next to him Furius the centurion, 
with, thofe that followed, on the other part ; 
while Fabius, who was alio a centurion, amend¬ 
ed it in the middle, with a great body of men 
after him. But now all was full of {laughter ; 
fomc of the Jews being {lain by the Romans, 
and fomc by one another; nay, lomc there 
were who threw themfelvcs down the precipi¬ 
ces, or {rut fire to their houles, and burnt them, 
as not able to bear the mileries they were un¬ 
der. Of the jews there fell twelve thouiand, 
hut of the -Romans very lew. Abiulom, who 
was at once both uncle and father-in-law to 
Ariftobul os, was taken captive. And no final] 
enormities were committed about the temple 
itfelf, which in former ages had been inaccei- 
ablc, and feen by none; for Pompey went into 

it, 

ing taken by Pompey, Sofius, and by Tnu-., as appears 
from the places already quoted in the note on Antiq. B. 
X 1 J 1 . clrap. viii. i 1. v. hiv.li ft luptilous lupcrftitioo, as to 
the obfervatiou of huh a rigorous roll on the 5 hibbarh-d.iv, 
our , Saviour always oppoh d, when the j, I1.111laic.1l Jews 
in lifted on it, as is c. idem in many places in the Ncvtr 
Tcftament, though he hill intimated how pcriin ious that 
fuperftition might prove to them in their llight fiom the 
Romans, Matt. ;xv. 20. 

6 D 
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it, and r.ot a few of thofe that were with him 
alio, and Jaw all that which was unlawful for 
any other men to fee hut only for the high 
priells. There were in that temple the golden 
table, tlie holy candleftick, and the pouring 
veffels, and a great quantity of fpiees ; and be¬ 
sides thefe, thdre were among the treafures two 
thouland talents of facred money ■ Yet *' did 
Pompey touch nothing of all this, on account 
of his regard to religion ; and in this point alfo 
he aefted in a manner that was worthy of his 
virtue. The next day he gave order to thofe 
that had the charge of the temj le to cleanfe 
it, and to bring what offerings the law requir¬ 
ed to.God; and reftored the high priefthood 
to Hyrcanus, both hecaufe he had been uieful 
to him in other refpefts, and hecaufe he hin¬ 
dered the jews in the country from giving 
Ariilobultts any affiftance in his war againft 
him. lie alfo cut off thole that had been 
the an!hors of that war ; and beftowed proper 
rewards on I'auftus, and thofe others that 
mounted the wall with fuch alacrity; and he 
made Jerulalem tributary to the.Romans; and 
tocTk away thofe cities of Celelyria which the 
inhabitants of J udea had fuhdued, and put them 
under the government of the Roman prefident; 
and confined the whole nation, which had ele- ,| 
vated itfelf fo high before, within its own 
hounds. Moreover, lie r rebuilt Gadara, which n 

T-iorl /tamnlitn/»/1 > little lipfnrp tn anfifv II 

Demetrius of Gadara, who was his freed-man, 
and reftored the red of the cities, Hippos, and 
Svthopoh:;, and f ella, and l)ios, and .Samaria ; 
as alfo Marina, and Aihdod, and {amnia, and 
ArethuA, to tlveir own inhabitants;: thefe were 
in the inland part.-. Bolides thole that had been 
demolithf'd) and alfo of the maritime cities,.Ga¬ 
ya, and Joppa, and Don, and Strata's Tower; 
which k.ft Herod rebuilt after a glorious man¬ 
ner, and adorned with haven?, and temples, and 
changed its name to Cifrrea, All thefe Pom¬ 
pey left in a ftate of freedom, and fined them 
to the province of Syria. 

This i.s Mh confmr.ed by the- fcllisnony r.f Cicero, 
.who f: i v; , in his .elution for Place us, TJut “ Cneius 
1 'otnpiiii’, v. iicn he was conqa-'j'or, and had taken Jeru- 
(is', not t(nidi .try thing bch'rrTg to that t-ar-ph.” 
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5. Now the occafions of this mifery which 
came upon Jerufalcm, were Hyrcanus-and A.v- 
iftobulus, by raiftng a fedition one again ft the 
other ; for now we loft our liberty, ancl'became 
fubjedt to the Romans, and were deprived of 
that country which we had^itned by 01:- T . 
from the Syrians, and were compelled to re- 
ftore it to the Syrians. Moreover, the Ro¬ 
mans exadtyd of us, in a little time, above 
ten thouland talents. And the royal authority, 
which was a dignity formerly beftowed on 
thofe that were high priefts, by the right of 
their family, became the property of private 
men. But of thele matters we fhall treat in 
their proper places. Now Pompey committed 
Celefyria, as far as the river Euphrates and 
Egypt, to Scaurus, with two Roman legions, 
and then went away to Cilicia, and made hallo 
to Rome. He alfo carried bound along with 
him Ariftobulus and his children ; for he had 
two daughters, and as many ions ; the one of 
which ran away, but the youpger, Antigonu?, 
was carried to Rome, together with his lifters. 


C El A P. V. 

How Sc gurus mode a League of mutual Jljjfjlance. 
with Arctqs. And what Gabimus did in 
Judea, after be had conquered Alexander, the 
Son of' Adiflobulus. 

§ 1. OCAUPvUS made now an expedition a- 
O gainft Petra, in Arabia, and ftt cn 
fire all the places round about it, hecaufe of the 
great difficulty of accefs to it. And as his army 
was pinched by famine. Antipater furnifhed 
him with corn out of Judea, and with wffiat- 
ever elfe he wanted, and this at the command 
of Hyjg^s. And when he was fent to A- 
retas, as an ambaffador by Scaurus, hecaufe he 
had lived with him formerly, he perfuaded A- 
rctas to give Scaurus a fum of money, to pre¬ 
vent the burning of his country ; and under- 

took 

-]• Of this deftruftien of Gadara’ here prefuppofed, and 
its reiteration by Pompey; fee die note on the VV,vr_ 
13. I. ch. vii. § 7. 
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S^ook to be bis furety for three hundred talents. 
.bV\Scaurus, upon thefe terms, ceafed to make 
war^my longer : which was done as much at 
Scaurutds Qefire, as at the defire of Aretas. 

2. Some rime after this, when Alexander, 
rim of Ariltot 5 %^s, made an incurfion into 
ludea, Gabinius came from Rome to Syria, as 
commander of ‘the Roman forces. He did 
many considerable actions: and particularly 
made war with Alexander, iince Hyrcanus 
was not yet able to oppofe his power, but was 
already attempting to rebuild the wall of Jeru¬ 
salem, which Pompey had overthrown, al¬ 
though the Romans, which were there, re- 
Itrained him from that his delign. However, 
Alexander went over all the country round a- 
bout, and armed many of the Jews, and fud- 
denly got together ten thoufand armed footmen, 
and fifteen hundred herfemen, and fortified 
Alexandrium, a fortrefs near to Coreac and Ma- 
cherus, near the mountains of Arabia. Gabi¬ 
nius therefore catnc upon him, having lent 
Marcus Antonius, with other commanders, be¬ 
fore. Thefe armed fuch Romans as followed 
them; and, together with them, fuch Jews as 
were fubjetl- to them, whole leaders were Pi- 
tholaus and Malichus; and they took with them 
alfo their friends that were with Antipater, 
and met Alexander, while Gabinius himfelf 
f Mowed with his legion. Hereupon Alexan¬ 
der retired to the neighbourhood of Jerniaicm, 
where they fell upon one another ; and it came 
to a pitched battle, in which the Romans flew 
of their enemies about three thoufand, and 
took a like number of them alive, 

3. At which time Gabinius came to Alex¬ 
andrium, and invited thofe that were in i: to 
deliver it up on certain conditions, and pro- 
mifed that then their former offence&ihoulcl be 
forgiven : But as a great number of $he enemy 
had pitched their camp before the fortrefs, 
whom the Romans attacked, Marcus Antonius 
fought bravely, and flew a great number, and 
fectned to come off with the great eft honour. 
So (Gabinius left part of his army there, in or- 

* Dean Prideaux well ohferves, That “ notvvitMand- 
big the clamour agaiult Gabinius at Rome, Jofephus gives 
1 im 1 , -.U rtnraf Irr. as if be had arouitted himfelf 


der to take the place, and he himfelf went into 
other parts of Judea, and gave order to re¬ 
build all the cities that he met with that had been 
demoliihed ; at which time were rebuilt' Sa¬ 
maria, Alhdou, Scythopolis, Anthcdon, Ra- 
phia, and Dora ; Mai ilia alio, and Gaza, and 
not a few others hcfides. And as the men 
a tied according to Gabinius’s command, it 
came to pals, that at this time thefe cities were 
lecurely inhabited, which had been dcfolate 
for a long time. 

4. When Gabinius had done thus in the 
country, he returned to Alexandrium; and 
when he urged on the liege of the place, Alex¬ 
ander lent an ambaflage to him, defiling ilial- 
he would pardon his former offences ; he alio 
delivered up the fortrefles, Hyrcania, and Ma~ 
ciierus, and at lalt Alexandrium itfelf, which 
fortrefles Gabinius demoliihed. But when A- 
lexander’s mother, who was of the fide of the 
Romans, as having her hufhand ami other 
children at Rome, came to him, lie granted 
her whatfoever flic afkcd ; and when he had. 
fettled matters with fur, he brought Hyrcanus 
to Jcrufdem, and committed the care of the 
temple to him. And when lie had ordained 
hve councils, lie diftributed the nation into the 
fame, number of parts: So thefe councils go¬ 
verned the people ; the firft was at Jerulalcm, 
the freond at Gadara, the third at Amathus, 
the fourth at Jericho, and the fifth at Seppho- 
ris, in Gal'lee. So the jews were now freed 
from monarchic authority, and were governed 
by an * arillocracy. 

C II A P. VI.. 

How Gabinius caught Ar'jlohuhs after he had 
fled frqtn Rome , and /cut him back to Rome 
again ; and bow the fame Gabinius , as he re¬ 
turned out of Egypt , overcame Alexander and ■ 
tb<i Nabateans in Rattle. 

i 2. \’[ OW Ariftobulus ran away from Rome 
, to Judea, and fet about the rebuilding 
of Alexandrium, which had been newly demob 

ifhed : 

with honour in the charge committed to him” [in Judea.j 
See at the year r;. 
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ifhed : Hereupon Gabinius Tent foldiers againft 
him, and for their commanders, Sifenna, and 
Antonins, and Servilius, in order to hinder him 
from getting poffeflion of the country, and to 
take hipi again. And indeed many of the Jews 
ran to Ariftobulus, on account of his former 
glory, as alfo becaufe the} fhould be glad of 
an innovation. Now there was one Pitholaus, 
a lieutenant at Jerufalcm, who deferted to him 
with a thoufand men, although a great number 
of thole that came to him were unarmed ; and 
and when Ariftobulus had refolved to go to 
Macherus, he difmilled thole people, becaufe 
they were unarmed, for they could not be ufc- 
ful to him in wdrat actions he was going about; 
but he took with him eight thoufand that were 
armed, and marched on : and as the Romans 
fell upon them feverely, the Jews fought vali¬ 
antly, but were beaten in the battle ; and when 
they had fought with alacrity, hut were over¬ 
borne by the enemy, they were put to flight: 
rf whom were (lain about five thoufand ; and 
the refl, being dil'perfcd, tried, as well they were 
able, to fave themfelves. However, Ariftobu¬ 
lus had with him ftill above a thoufand, and 
with them he ficcl to Macherus, and fortified 
the place, and though he had ill fuccels, he ftill 
had mxxl hope of his affairs : but when he had 
ft niggled againft the liege for two days time, 
and had received many wounds, he was brought 
as a captive to Gabinius, with his fon Antigo- 
nus, who alio fled with him from Rome. And 
this was the fortune of Ariftobulus, who was 
lent hack again to Rome, and was there retained j 
in bonds, having been both king and high prieft 
for three years and fix months ; and was in- j 
deed an eminent perfon, and one of a great 
foul. However, the fenate let his cMldrcn go, 
upon Gabinius writing to them, that he had 
promifed their mother fo much when fhe de- 
delivercd the fortrefles up to him ; and accord¬ 
ingly they then returned into Judea. 

2. Now when Gabinius was making an ex¬ 
pedition againft the Parthians, and had already 

* Tim hiftory is bed i'.luftrated by Dr Hudfon out of 
Livy, wbof.iys, That “ A. Gabinius, the proconful, re¬ 
lieved Ptolemy to his kingdom of Egypt, and ejeifted Ar- 
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paffed over Euphrates, he changed his mind, 
and refolved to return into Egypt, in orcWto 
* reftore Ptolemy to his kingdom. This hath 
alfo been related elfcwhere. However, Anti¬ 
pater fupplied his army, which ke fent againft 
Archelaus, with corn, ancj^vVeapons, auu'mo¬ 
ney. He alfo made thole Jpws, who were 
above Pcluhum, his friends and confederates, 
and had been the guardians of the pafles that 
led into Egypt. But when he came back our 
of Egypt, he found Syria in diforder with ic- 
ditions and troubles ; for Alexander, the fon 
of Ariftobulus, having feized on the govern¬ 
ment a i’econd time by force, made many of 
the Jews revolt to him, and fo he marched over 
the country with a great army, and flew all the 
Romans he could light upon, and proceeded 
to befiege the mountain called Gcriz-z/m, whi¬ 
ther they had retreated. 

3. But when Gabinius found Syria in fuch 
a ftate, he fent Antipater, who was a prudent 
man, to thofe that were feditious, to try whe¬ 
ther he could cure them of their madnefs, and 
perfuade them to return to a better mind ; 
and when he came to them, he brought ma¬ 
ny of them to a found mind, and induced them 
to do what they ought to do : but he could 
not reftrain Alexander, for he had an army of 
thirty thoufand Jews ; and met Gabinius, and 
joining battle with him, was beaten, and loft 
ten thoufand of his men about mount Tabor. 

4. So Gabinius fettled the affairs which be¬ 
longed to the city Jerufalem as was agreeable 
to Antipatcr’s inclination, and went againft the 
Nabateans, and overcame them in battle. lie 
alfo fent away in a friendly manner Mithridates 
and Orfancs, who were Parthian deferters, and 
camq to him, though the report went abroad 
that they had run away from him. And when 
Gabinius had performed great and glorious ac¬ 
tions, in his management of the affairs of w'ar, 
he returned to Rome, and delivered the go¬ 
vernment -to Craffus. Now Nicolaus of Da- 

nudeus- 

« * 

chelaus, -whom they had let up for king,” &c. See Prid. 
at the year 64 and'56. " 
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mafcus, and Strabo of Cappadocia, both defcribc 
c expeditions of Pompey ;wui Gabinius againft 
thdfjews, while neither of them fay any thing 
new which is not in the other. 
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VII. 


How Cr tiff:is came into Judea, and pillaged the 
Temple; and then marched a^ainjl the Par- 
th'uins , ami peri/bed , ninth his Army, Alfo 
how Ca/Jilts obtained Syria ■ and put a Stop to 
the Parthiaus, and then went up to Judea, 

/ !.\J()W Cralliis, as lie was going upon 
Jl ^1 his expedition againft the Parthiaus, 
came into Judea, and carried off the money 
that was in the temple, which Pompey had left, 
being two thonfaud talents ; and was difpofed 
to 1'poil it of all the gold belonging to it, which 
was eight thoufand talents. Iffe alfo took a 
beam which was made of folid beaten gold, of 
the weight of three hundred mime ; each of 
which weighed two pounds and an half. It 
was the pricit who was guardian of the facred 
treafurcs, and whole name was Elcazar, that 
gave him this beam, not out of a wicked de- 
lign, for he was a good and a righteous man : 
but being intruded with the cuftody of the veils 
belonging to the temple, which were of admi¬ 
rable beauty, and of very codly workmanlhip, 
and hung down from this beam, when he law 
that Craffus was bufy in gathering money, and 
was in fear for the entire ornaments of the tem¬ 
ple, he gave him this beam of gold, as a ran¬ 
dom for the whole ; hut this not till he had given 
his oath that he would remove nothing clfe out 
of the temple, but he fatisfied with this only 
which he fhould give him, being worth many 
ten thoufand [Hiekels.] Now this beam w r as 
contained in a wooden beam that was hollow, 
but was known to no others, but Eleazar aloue 
knew it ; yet did Craffus take away this beam, 
upon the condition of touching nothing clfe 
that, belonged to the temple, and then brake 
-bis .bath,, and carried away all the gold that 
was in the temple. 

2. And let no one wonder that there was 


fo much wealth in our rmnpie ; fmee all the 
jews throughout the habitable earth, and thefe 
that worllupped God, nay, even thole of Ana 
and Europe, lent their contributions to it, and 
this from very ancient times : Nor is the large- 
nels of thefe funis without its aUellatiOn • nor 
is that greatucls owing to our vanity; as railing 
it without ground to 1b great a height : P>ui 
there are many witnclh s to it, and particularly 
Strabo of Cappadocia, who lays thus: “ iViith- 
lidates lent toCos, and took the money which 
queen Cleopatra had depoiited tliere, as alfo 
eight hundred talents belonging to the Jews.” 
Now we have no public money hut only what 
appertains to God ; and it is evident, that the 
Allan Jews removed this money out of fear of 
Mithridatcs ; tor it is not probable that thole of 
Judea, who had a flrong city and temple, 
fhould lend their money to Cos ; nor is it like¬ 
ly that the Jews, who are inhabitants of Alex¬ 
andria, ihould do lo neither, ftnoc they were 
in no fear of Mithmktcs. And StrJ><> hitnfdf 
hears witnefs to the fame thing in another place, 
that at the lame time that Sylla palled over in¬ 
to Greece, in order to light againfl Mithrklat: g 
he lent Lticullus to put an end to a {edition th e 
our nation, of whom the habitable earth is I'm;, 
had railed in Cyrene ; where he fpeaks thu 
“ There were four claffes of men among tlu>le 
of Cyrene, that of citizens, that of huiband- 
men, the third of (’rangers, ami the fourth of 
Jews. Now thele Jews are already gotten in¬ 
to all cities, and it is hard to hnd a plaee in the 
habitable earth that hath not admitted this tribe 
of men, and is not poileffed by it : And it hath 
come to pals, that Egypt and (Ivrene, as having 
the lame governors, and a great number of o~ 
ther nations, imitate their way of living', and 
maintain great bodies ol thefe Jews in a pecu¬ 
liar manner, and grow up to greater profperity 
with them, and make ule of the lame laws with 
that nation alio. Accordingly the Jew’s have 
places afligned them in Egypt wherein they in¬ 
habit, bolides what is peculiarly allotted to this 
nation at Alexandria, which b a large part of 
that city. There is alio an uhnarj. allowed 

them, 
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them, who governs the nation, and diftributes ' 
jvim cc to them, and takes care of their contract', ; 
and of the laws to them belonging, as if he were 
the ruler of a free republic. In Egypt there¬ 
fore this nation is powerful, becauie the Jews 
were originally Egyptians, and becaufe the 
land wherein they inhabit, fmcc they went 
thence, is near to Egypt. They alfo removed 
into Cyretie, becaufe that this find adjoined to 
the government of Egypt, as well as docs Judea, 
or rather was formerly under the fame govern¬ 
ment.” And this is what Strabo fays. 

So when Gralfus had fettled all things as 
he himlelf pleafed, he marched into Parthia, 
where both he himlelf, and all his army, per- 
ilhcu, as hath been related elfewherc. But 
Calllus, as be fled from Rome to Syria, took 
poilelfion of it, and was an impediment to the 
Parthuns, who, by rcafon ox their vi&ory over 
Craflus, made incurlions upon It: And as he 
came back to Tyre, be went up into Judea al¬ 
io, and fell upon Tarichex, and prefently took 
it, and carried about thirty thoufand Jews cap¬ 
tives, and flew Pitholaus, who fucceedcd Ari- 
flobulus in his feditious practices ; and that by 
the perluahcm of Antipater, who proved to 
have great intercA in him, and was at that time 
in great repute with the kiumcans alio: Out of 
which nation he manned a wile, who was the 
daughter of one of their eminent men, and her 
name was " Cyprus , by whom he had four foils, 
Phulael, and Herod, who was afterward made 
king; and Jofeph, and Pheroras ; and a daugh¬ 
ter, named Salome. This Autipater cultivated 
a lio a iViciulihip and mutual kindnefs with oilier 
potentates, hut elpeeially with the king of Ara¬ 
bia, to whom he committed ills children, while 
he fought again!! Arifiobulu:;. So Caflius re¬ 
moved his camp, and marched to Euphrates, 
to meet thole that were coming to attack him, 
as hath been related by others. 

4. But Ionic time afterward, C.rfar, when 
he had taken Rome, and after Pompey and the 
ienate were fled beyond the Ionian lea, freed 
Ariftobu’us ftom his bonds, and relolved to 

* Dr Ilt.i!uir. oh.ervcs, that the mane of this wife of 
Aut'i'aUT ia Jt iephus was C\pn:s, ns ;«i Hebrew termi- 


fend him into Syria, and delivered two legion; 
to him, that he might let matters right, as be* 
ing a potent man in that country : But Ariuo- 
hulus had no enjoyment of what he hoped for 
from the power that was given him by Caffar ; 
for thole of Pompey’s partYTj*rcVcnted it...and 
deftroyed him by poifon ; and thofe of Cedar’s 
party buried him. Elis dead body alfo lay for 
a good while embalmed in honey, till Antony 
afterward lent, it to Judea, arid caufed him to 
be buried in the royal fepulchre. But Scipio, 
upon Pompey’s fending to him to flay Alexan¬ 
der, the foil of Ariltobulus, becaufe the young 
| man was accufed of what offences he had been 
; guilty of at iirft againit the Romans, cut off 
his head ; and thus did he die at Antioch. But 
Ptolemy, the ion of Mcnneus, who was the 
| ruler of Ghaleis, under mount Libanus, took 
his brethren to him, and lent his fon Philippion 
to Alkelon, to Ariftobulus’s wife, and delired 
her to fend back with him her fon Antigonus, 
and her daughters : the one of which, whole 
name was Alexandra , Philippion fell in love 
with, and married her, though afterwaid his 
lather Ptolemy flew him, and married Alexan¬ 
dra, and continued to take care -of her breth¬ 
ren. 


C H A P. VIII. 

The Jews become Confederates 1 with Cajar when 
he fought againf Egypt. The glorious Ac- 
tiovs of Antipater , and his Fricndfhip with 
Cafir. The Honours which the Jews re¬ 
ceived from the Romans and Athenians. 

§ 1. "FkT OW after Pompey was dead, anti 
X xl after that victory Caefar had gained 
over him, Antipater, who managed the Jewilh 
affairs, became very ufeful to Caffar when he 
made war againft Egypt, and that by the or¬ 
der of Hyrcanus ; for when Mithridates of 
Pcrgamus was bringing his auxiliaries, and 
was not able to continue his march through 

Peluftunvj - 

Tuition, but not Cypris, the Greek name for Venus, as 
foH'.e critics were ready to concct it. 
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Pclulium, but obliged to flay at afkelon, An- 
' vi^ater came to him, conducting three thoufand 
of’Vhe Jews armed men: He had alio taken 
care the principal men of the Arabians fhould 
come to his ailiftance ; and on his account it 
was*, that all tetchy rid ns afliltcd him alfo, as 
not willing to appear bchind-hand in their a- 
lacrity for Cneiat, viz. Jamblicus the ruler, and | 
Ptolemy his ion, and Yholomy, the ion of So- 1 
hemus, who dwelt at mount Libanus, and al- 
molt all the cities. So Mithridates marched I 
out of Syria, and came to Pclulium ; and when 
its inhabitants would not admit him, lie lie- ! 
iieged the city. Now Antipater ligr.alized him- 
felf here, and was the hr ft who plucked down 
a part of the wall, and fo opened a way to the 
reft, whereby they might enter the city, and 
by this means Pclulium was taken : But it hap¬ 
pened that the Egyptian Jews, who dwelt in 
the country called Onion, would not let Anti¬ 
pater and Mitliridates, with their foldiers, pais 
to C;cfar; but Antipatcr perfuaded them to 
come over to their party, becaufe he was of ( 
the fame people with them, and that chiefly by | 
’'hewing them the epiftlcs of Ilrycanus the 
high prieft, wherein he exhorted them to culti¬ 
vate friendfhip with Cedar, and to lupplv his 
army with money, and all forts of provilions 
which they wanted : And accordingly, when 
they law Antipater and the high prieft of the 
fame fentiments, they did as they were dent¬ 
ed. And when the Jews about Memphis 
heard that the Jews were come over to Cedar, 
they alfo invited Mitliridates to come to them : 
So he came and . received them alfo into his 
army. 

2. And when Mithridates had gone over d! 
Delta , as the place is called, he came to a 
pitched battle with the enemy, near the place 
called The Jewifh Camp. Now Mithridates 
had the right wing, and Antipater the left ; 
and when it came to a fight, that wing where 
Mithridates was, gave w'ay, and was likely to 
fuller extremely, unlels Antipater had come 
e-unmngto him with his own foldiers along the 
fhorc, when he had already beaten the enemy 
that had oppofed him : fo he delivered Mithri- 
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dates, and put tholl* Egyptians who h:ul been 
too hard for him to flight. lie alfo took their 
camp, and continued in the purluit of (hem. 
He alio recalled Mithridates., who had been 
worfted, and was retired a gie.t way oft’; of 
whole foldiers eight hundred fell, hut id’ Ami- 
pater’s fifty. So Mithridates lent ah account 
of this battle to (kefir, and openly declared, 
that Antipatcr was the author of this viclory, 
and of his own prefervation, iniomue'i, that 
(he far commended Antipatcr then,, and made 
rile ol him all the reft ol that war in the moll 
hazardous undertakings : he happened alfo to 
be wounded in one of thole engagements. 

3. flow ever, when Crei,ir, alter feme time, 
had hnifhcd that war, and was jailed away for 
Syria, he honoured Antipatcr greatly, and 
confirmed Hyrcanus in the high priefthood ; 
and bellowed on Anhpater the privilege of a 
| citizen of Rome, and a freedom from taxes 
every where : and it is reported by many, 
that Hyrcanus went along with Antipatcr in 
this expedition, and came himic'f into Egypt. 

! And Strabo of Caroadocia hears witnefs to this, 

| when he lays thus, in the name of Alumis: 
i“ After Mithridates had invaded I ; p\ pt, and 
with him Hyrcanus the high prieft of the 
11 Jews.” Nay, the fame Strabo lays thus again, 
jj in anether place, in the name of Hypiicratcs, 
|j That 44 Mithridates at hr ft went out alone, but 
11 that Antipatcr, who had the care of the Jew- 
ifti nilYnw, was salad by him 1o Afkelon, and 
that he had gotten ready tlnce thou land foldiers 
to go along with him, and cneoiuaged other 
governors of the country ro go along with him 
alfo; and that Hyrcanus the high prieft was 
|| alio | ''dent in this expedition.” Ti 1 is is what 

j Strabo lays. , 

j 4. Bu r Antigomi 0 , the ion of Aiiftobuhis, 
;! came at this time to Co:far, and “lamented i.is 
1 father’s late; and complained that it was by 
Antipatcr’s means that Ariftobulus was taken off 
by pollen, and his brother was beheaded by 
Scipio ; and defired that he would take pity of 
him, who had been ejcdled out < 1 that princi¬ 
pality which was due to him.” lie alio acctd- 
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ed Hyreana > and Antipater, as governing the 
the nation by violence, and offering injuries to 
hi midi. Anripater was prefent, and made his ! 
defence, a 1 ; to the arcufations that were laid 
againll him. “ lie demonftrated that Antigo- 
nus and his party were given to innovation, 
and were [editions peridns. lie alio put Catlar 
in mimi, what difficult fervices he had under¬ 
gone when he a (h Reel him in his wars, and dii- 
ecurfcd about what he was a witnefs of hitn- 
fdfi He added, that Ariftobulus was juRly 
carried aw tv to Rome, as one that was an ene¬ 
my to the Romans, and could never be brought 
to be a mend to them, and that his brother had 
no mure than lie deferred from Scipio, as being ! 
iei/.ed in committing robberies ; and that this 
puniihrncnt was not in {lifted on him in a way 
of violence or iupiRice by him that did it.” | 
9. When Antipater had made this fpecch, 
Crefer appointed Hyrcanus to he high pried ; 
and gave Ar.tipatcr what principality he him- 
Iclf Ihoukl elude, leaving the determination to 
hitnfelf: So he made him procurator of Judea. 
He alio gave Hyrcanus leave to raife up the 
the walls of his own city, upon his a Iking that 
favour of him, for they had been demolished 
by kompev. And this grant he Sent to the 
conluls to Rome, to be engraven in the capitol. 
The * decree of the fenatc wan this that fol¬ 
lows: “Lucius Valerius, the Ion of Lucius ; 
the pretor, referred this to the fenate, upon the 
ides of December, in the temple of Concord. 
There were prefent at the writing of tlt-is de¬ 
cree Lucius Coponius, the foil of Lucius of the 
< ’.oll’mr tribe, and Pap iritis-of the Quirine tribe, 
concerning the a‘fans which Alexander the fon 
of Jalon, and Numcnius the Ion of Autiochus, 
and Alexander tire ion of Dolitheus, ambaffa- 
dors of the Jews, good and worthy men, pro- 1 
jmfed, who came to renew that league of good- 1 

. I 

- . 1 
* Take Dr 1 ludfonhs note upon this place, which I fup- I 

pole to be the tiuth : “ Hoc is Ionic mitt,ike m [ofephus : i 
;*'*• wlit ii tie hint jir.miite.l 11s ,1 decree tor the refletation 
pi Jo id- feri, he hunps in a decree of i.tt greater antiqui¬ 
ty, and tint .1 lo.n, ue >>t IrinuHhip and union .only. One 
rr. .y caiiiy believe that Jofephus gave order for one thing, 
and hi.. .ur...t: u. idis pedoi med another, by tr.mfpoflng de- 
oi c.i ti.at w.s.u.j d toe llyroni, and , is deluded by the ’ 
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will and friendfliip with the Romans, which 
was in being before. They alfo brought a. 
fhicld of gold, as a mark of confederacy, valu¬ 
ed at fifty thoufand pieces of gold ; and deft red 
that letters might he given them, dbefted both 
to the free cities, and to tl^ftfings. thjif.tJicir 
country and their havens might be at peace, 
and that no one among them might receive 
any injuiy. It therefore pleafed [the fenate] to 
make a league of friendfliip and good-will with 
them, and to bellow on them whatfoever they 
Rood in raced of, and to accept of the fhield. 
which was brought by them. This was done 
in the ninth year of Hyrcanus, the high pridt 
and elhnarch, in the month Pancmus.” 1 lyr- 
canus alio received honours from the people 
of Athens, as having been uleful to them on 
many occations. And wb.cn they wrote to 
him, they lent him this decree, as it here fol¬ 
lows : “ Under the prutancia and priellhood of 
Dionyfius, the fon of Eiculapius, on the fifth 
day of the latter part of the month Pancmus, 
this decree of the Athenians was given to their 
commanders, when Agathoclcs was archon, 
and Lucies, the fon of Menander of Alimufia, 
was the ferihe. In the month of Munychion, 
on the eleventh day of the prutancia, a coun¬ 
cil of the prefidents was held in the theatre. 
Dorotheus the high prieff, and the fellow-prc- 
fulents with him, put it to the vote of the peo¬ 
ple. Dionyfius, the fon of Dionyfius, gave the 
l'entcnce: Since Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexan¬ 
der, the high pricR and ethnarch of the Jews, 
continues to bear good-will to our people in 
general, and _ to every one of our citizens in 
particular, and treats them with all forts of 
kindnefs ; and when any of the Athenians 
come to him, either as ambaffaders, or on any 
occafion of their own, he receives them in art 

obliging 

fa me nr L of their names ; for that belongs to the firjl high 
prieft of this name [John Hyrcanus] which Jofephus hete 
aferihes to one that lived later [Hyrcanus, the fon of Al¬ 
exander Janneus]. However the decree which he propo- 
fes to let down follows a little lower, in the collection wr¬ 
it Oman decrees, that concerned the Jews, and is that dated 
when Ccefar was conful the fifth time.” Sec chap. x. § 5. 
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obliging manner, and fees that they Are cpn- 
t luffed back in fafety, of which we have had fe- 
vcral former teflimoniea ; it is now nlfo decreed, 
at the report of Thcodofur-, the fon of Theo¬ 
doras, and upon his putting the people in mind 
of the “virtue of tlits man, and that his purpofe 
is ‘o do us all thp good that is in his power, to ho¬ 
nour him with a crown of gold, the ufual re¬ 
ward according to the law, and to creed his ftaUte 
m hrafs in the temple of Dermis, and of the 
(i races; and that this preient of a crown (hall be 
piociaimed publicly in the theatre, in the i)io- 
nilian fhews, while the new tragedies are 
.cling; and in the Panathenem, and f.kuf ni- 
.10, and Gymnieal fhews alto ; and that the 
commanders (had! take care, \\ bile he continues 
in his triendfliip, and prekrve> ids good-will 
to us, to return all podiblc honour and favour 
f.) the man fo. his affe&ion and generofity ; that 
by this treatment it may appear how our peo¬ 
ple receive the grml kindly, and repay them a 
Suitable reward ; and he may be induced to 
proceed in hg> aliet-ion towards us by the 
honours we have already paid him. That 
amhaffadors be alio chofen out of all the Athe¬ 
nians, who (hall carry thyj decree to him, and 
defire him to accept- of the honours we do 
him, and to endeavour always to be doing 
fome pood to our city.” And this fhall fuffice 
us to have fpoken as to the honours that were 
paid by the Romans, and the people of Athens, 
to Hyrcanus. 


C H A P. IX. 

How Antipater committed the Care of Galilee to 
Herod , and that of ferufilcm to Phafaclus : 
as alfo , how Herod , upon the fews Envy at 
Antipater, was accufed before Hyrcanus. 

§ 2 ’ XT when Gsefar had fettled the af- 
fairs of Syria he failed away : And 


as foon as An tipster had cnmlucbvl Car far out 
of Syria, he returned to Judea. 1 le then itn- 
j mediately rail’ecrup the wall which had been 
I thrown down by Pompcy ; arid by comber 
thither lie pacified that tumult which had been 
in the country, and this by both threatening 
and advifing them to be quiet : for tint, “ R 
they would he of Ilyrcamrfs fule, they would 
live happily, and lead them lives-u ithout dif- 
Uulunee, in the enjoyment of their own pof- 
feflions ; but if they were abideml to the hopes 
I of wlut might come by imm-.-uir t, and aimed 
| lo get wealth thereby, t!n.v j! i,Gd have him 
| fever e mailer, inflcad of a yen:! > cm . oud 
j I i\ rearms a tyrant, in Head of a him:, ;.nd the 
‘ Romans, together with Cefar, the:/ bitier ene¬ 
mies, inflcad of iu!ers ; for that they would 
j never bear him to he ift aiidc whom they had 
; appointed to govern," And when Autipater 
had laid this to them, lie lumfelf leltk.l the af- 
| fairs of this country. 

2. And feeing that Hyrcanus was of a flow 
land flothfui temper, lie made Phafaclus, his 
eldeft foil,, governor of Jerufalcm, and of tire 
places that were about it, but committed Gali¬ 
lee to Herod, his next fon, who was then a 
very young man, for he was but * fifteen years 
of age: But that youth of his was no impedi¬ 
ment to him ; but as he was a youth of a great 
mind, he presently met with an opportunity of 
fignalizing his courage : for finding that there 
was one Hezekias, a captain of a hand of rob¬ 
bers, who over-ran the neighbouring parts of 
Syria, with a great troop of them, he leizetl 
him, and flew him, as well as a great number 
of the other robbers that were 'with him; for 
which action he was greatly beloved by the 
Syrians ; for when they were very dclirous to 
have their country freed from this neft of 
robbers, he purged it of them : So they fung 
fongs in his commendation in their villages and 

cities, 


* Thofe who will carefully obferve the fevcral occafion- 
i,l nlimbers and chronological characters in the life and 
death of this Herod, and of his children, hereafter noted, 
■will fee, that inventy-Jive years, and not fifteen, mud for 
certain have been here Jofephus’s own number for the age 


• of Herod, when he was made governor of Galilee. See 
chap, xxiii. j 5. and chap. xxtv. § 7. and particularly 
Antiq. B. XVII. chap. viii. § 1. where about 44 years af¬ 
terwards Herod dies an old man at about 70, 
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cities, as having procured them peace, and the j 
fecure enjoyment of their pofl'dlions; and on 
this account it was that he WSc.une Icnown-to 
to Sextus Caffar, who was a relation of the 
great Cedar’s, and was now prefulent of Syria. 1 
Now Phafaelus, Herod’s brother, was moved 
with emulation at his addons, and envied the 
fame he had thereby gotten, and became am¬ 
bitious not to be behind-hand with him in de¬ 
ferring it: So he made the inhabitants of Jeru- 
falem bear him the greutcll good-will, while he 
held the city himlelf, hut did neither manage 
its affairs improperly, nor abule his authority 
therein. This eondud proeuted from the na~ j 
f’on to Antipatcr lucli telped as is due to kings, 
and Inch honours as he might partake of if he 
were an ahfolute lord of the country. Yet did 
not this fplendor of his, as frequently happens, 
in the leaft diminilh in him that kindnefs and 
fidelity which he owed to Hyrcanus. 

3. But now the principal men among the 
Jews, when they faw Antipater and his Tons to 
grow fo much in the good-will the nation bare 
to them, and in the revenues which they re¬ 
ceived out of Judea, and out of Hyrcanus’s own 
wealth, they became ill-difpofed to him ; for 
indeed Antipatcr had contraded a f'riendfhip 
with the Roman emperors ; and when he had 
prevailed with Hyrcanus to fend them money, 
he took it to himfelf, and purloined the pre- 
fent intended, and feat it, as if.it were his own, 
and not Hyrcanus’s gift to them. Hyrcanus 
heard of this his management, but took no 
care about it; nay, he rather was very glad of 
it: But the chief men of the Jews wcre'there- 
fore in fear, becaufc they faw that Herod was 
a violent and hold man, and very defirous of 
ading tyranieally ; fo they came to Hyrcanus, 
and now accufcd Antipatcr openly, and hud to 
him, “ How long wilt thou he quiet under 
fuch adions as are now done ? Or doll thou 
not fee that Antipatcr and his fons have al- 

* It is here worth our while to remark, that none 
could be put to death in Judea, but by the ..pprob.uion of 
the Jewilh fanhediTn ; there being an excellent provifion 
tn the law of Mofes, that even in criminal raufes, and 
particularly where life was concerned, an appeal Should 


ready feized upon the government ? and that 
it is only the name of a king which is given 
thee ? But do not thou fuffer thefe things to he 
hidden from thee ; nor do thou think - to efcape 
danger by being fo carelefs of thyfelf and of 
thy kingdom ; for Antipate£-<Jftd his fgps are 
not now ftewards of thine affairs : do not thou 
deceive thyfelf with fuch a nbtion : they arc 
evidently ahfolute lords ; for Herod, Antipatcr’s 
fon, hath llain Hezckiah, and thole that were 
with him, and hath thereby tranfgreffcd our 
law, which hath forbidden to flay any roan, 
even, though he were a wicked man, uulefls he 
had been lirft * condemned to fuffer death b\ 
the lanhcuriin ; yet hath he been fo iufolent as 
to do this, and that without any authority from 
thee.” 

4. Upon Ilyreanus hearing this, he com¬ 
plied with them. The mothers alfo of thole 
that had been flain by Herod railed his in¬ 
dignation ; for thefe women continued every 
day in the temple, perfuading the king and 
the people, that Herod might undergo a trial 
before the fanhedrim for what' he had done. 
Hyrcanus was fo moved by thefe complaints, 
that he fummoned Herod to come to his trial 
for what was charge?! upon him. Accordingly 
he came; but his father had perfuaded him to 
come, not like a private man, but with a guard, 
for the fecurity of his perl’on ; and that when 
he had fettled the avail's of Galilee in the beft 
manner he could for his own advantage, he 
fhould come to his trial, but flill with a body 
of men fufficicnt for his fecurity on his jour¬ 
ney, yet fo that he fhould not come with fo 
great a force as might look like terrifying Hyr¬ 
canus, but ftill fuch an one as might not cx» 
pole him naked and unguarded [to Ins ene¬ 
mies.] However, Sextus ®fefar, prefulent of 
Syria, wrote to Hyrcanus, and defired him to 
clear Herod, and difmifs him at his trial; and 

tbreaten- 

lie from the leflbr Councils of feven in the other cities, to 
the fupreme council of feventy-one at Jerufalcm. .And 
this is ex rdlly according to our Saviour’s words, whet) he” 
lays, It could not be that a prophetJhould perilh out of fcrude- 
l‘>n } Luke xiii. 33. 
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threatened him before-hand, if he cad not do ing Sameas ; for he had a great honour for 
tt> Which epiftle of his was the occafion of him on ^gcouut of his righteouftiefs, and be- 
Hyreanus delivering Herod from fuffering any caufe, when the city was afterward beiieged 
harm from tlic fanhedrim ; for lie loved f$1n by Herod and Sofius, he perfuaded the people 
as his own fort. But when Herod Hood be- I to admit Herod into it; and told them, That 
fore tlx; lanhcdrim, with his body of men j “ for their fins they would not be able to cf- 
lbont him, he affrighted them all, and no one cape his hands.” Which things will be related 
of his former accident durfl after that bring by us in their proper places, 
any charge againft him ; hut there was a deep , 5. Bur when Ilyrcanus law that the mcm- 

iileucc, and nobody knew what was to be done. 1 bets of the fanhedrim were ready to pronounce 
When affairs Hood thus, one whofe name the fentcnce of death upon Herod, he put off 
was * StW.'iW (a righteous man he was, and the trial to another day, and font privately to 
for that reafirn above all fear) role up, and Herod, and advifed him to iiy out of the tity, 
hid, “ O you that are affdfors with trie, and for that by this means lie might eleape. So he 
O thou that sirt our king, 1 neither have ever retired to Damalcus, as though he fled from the 
myfelf known frch a eale, nor do 1 fuppole* king; And when he had been with Sextus Ca*- 
that any one of you can naim its parallel, that j far, and had put his own affairs in a lure pof- 
one who is called to take his trial by ns ever j lure, he refolved to do thus, that in cafe he 
ilood in inch a manner before us ; but every 1 were again fammoned before the fanhedrim to 
;vie, whoioever he be, that comes to be tried take his trial, he would not obey that fummons. 
by this fanhedrim, preients himfelf in a ftib- Hereupon the members of the fanhedrim had 
niillive manner, and like one that is in fear of great indignation at this pofturc of affairs; and 
himfelf, and that endeavours to move us to endeavoured to perfuade Hyrcanus, that all 
. otnpaflton, with his hair difhevelled, and in thele things were againil him. Which Hate of 
, black and mourning garment: hut this ad- matters he was not ignorant of; but his tem- 
miruble man Herod, who is accufed of mur- per was fo unmanly, and fo foolifh, that he 
der, and called to anfwer fo heavy an accufa- was able to do nothing at all. But when Sex- 
tion, Hands here clothed in purple, and with tus had made Herod general of the army of 
the hair of his head finely trimmed, and with Cclefyiia, for he fold him that poH for money, 
his armed men about him, that if we fhall con- Hyrcanus was in fear leH Hct od fhould make 
demn him by our law, he may flay us, and by war upon him : nor was the effect of what he 
overbearing juflice, may himfelf efcape death, feared long in coming upon him ; for Herod,. 
Yet do not I make this complaint againft Her- came, and brought an army along with him, 
od himfelf; he is to be Hire more concerned to fight with Hyrcanus, as being angry at the 
lor himfelf than for the laws : but my com- trial he had been iummoned to undergo before 
plaint is againfl y.ourfelves, and your king, the fanhedrim ; hut his father Antipater, and 
who give him licence fo to -do. However, his brother [Phafatfus] met him, and hindered 
• take you. notice, God is great, and that him from affauiting Jerufalem. They al lb pa- 
this very man, wF^m. you are going to abfolvc cified his vehement temper, and perfuaded him-,,, 
and difmifs for the fake of Hyrcanus, will one to do no overt adlion, but only to affright them 
day punifh both you and your king himfelf with threatenings, and to proceed no farther a- - 
alfo.” Nor did Sameas mi flake in any part of gainft one who had given him the dignity he 
this prediftion ; for when Herod had receiver, had ; they alfo defired him not only to be angry' 
the kingdom, he flew all the members of’this that he was fumrnoned, and obliged to come 
fanhedrim, and Hyrcanus himfelf alfo, except- , to . 

J 

i * This account, as Reland obferves, is confirmed by the Talmudifb, who cal! this Sameas, Simon fit fin cr 

• Shetach. 
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to his trial ; but to remember withal, how he 
was difinifleci* without condemnation and how 
he might to give Hyrcanus thanks for the fame , 
and that he was not to regard only what was 
dilagrceable to him, and be unthankful for his 
deliverance. So they defired him to confidcr, 
that lince it is (bod that turns the feales of war, 
there is great uncertainty in the iffue of battles ; 
and that therefore be ought not to expect the 
victory, when he lhould light with his king, 
and him that had iupported him, and bellowed 
many benefits upon him, and had done no thing 
itfcll very levcre to him ; for that his accufa- 
rion, which was derived from evil counfeiiois, 
mill not from himlell, had rather the fufpicion 
( 4 r forne ieverity, than any thing really levere 
in it. Ilerod was periuaded by thele argu¬ 
ments, and believed that it was fufheient for his 
future hopes to have made a Chew of his ftrength 
before the nation, and done no more to it : 
And in this Hate were the a flairs of Judea at 
this time. 


C H A P. X. 

lbi’ Honours that were paid the pews ; and the 
Leagues that were made by the Romans , and 
other Nations with them. 

a i. \ "’’OW when C' efar was come to Rome, 
he was ready to fail into Africa, to 
light againfl Scipioand Cato ; when Hyrcanus 
lent amhafl'adors to him, and by them defired 
that he would ratify that league of friendfhip 
and mutual alliance which was between them.. 
And it teems to me to he neceffary here to give 
an account of all the honours that the Romans 
and their emperors paid to our nation, and of 
the leagues of mutual aflifhmce they have made 
with It, that all the reft of mankind may know 
what regard the kings of Alia and Europe have 
had to us, and that they have been abundantly 
ialisfied of our courage and fidelity ; for where¬ 
as many will not believe what hath been written 

■* Tina Hyrcanifi mis himfelf in Egypt along with An- 
tipu'.cr ;tf this time, to whom accordingly the bold and 
1-i n kn: .-clams of Ins deputy Antipater are here aferibed, 


about us by the Perfiam; and Macedonians, bc- 
i caufe thole writings are not every where to he 
met with, nor do lie in public places, but a- 
m$ngus ourlelves, and certain other barbarous 
nations : while there is no coytradklion to he 
made againfl the decrees of me Romans; fm 
they are laid up in the public places of the 
cities, and are extant ftill in the capitol, am' 
j are engraven upon pill trs of hrafs ; nay, he- 
! iules this, Julius C.nfar made a pillar of bra; 

for the Jews at Alexandria, and declared pub- 
I licly that they were citizens of Alexandria. 

! Out of thele evidences will I demonlhate what 
| 1 fay; and will now let tkm n the decrees, 
! made both by the lenate and by Julius C.vkm, 
which relate to Hyrcanus, ami to cur 
j 2. “ Chitis Julius Czf.sak, inper.uor ovi 
i high prieft, and didlator the fecund time, to *hi 
| magiftrates, lenate, and people of Sidon, fend- 
j eth greeting: If you he in health it is well ; i 
j alfb and the army are well. I have font you a 
! copy of that decree, regiftered on the tahh..-- 
which concerns Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexan¬ 
der, the high prieft and ethnarch of the Jews, 
j that itAtiapfee laid up among the public records ; 

and. t&nt it be openly propofed in a ta- 

| both in Greek and in Latin. It 

I Julius, Csefar, imperator the fe- 

| cohtJ'-^jPte'J^and high prieft, have made this 
j decree, ymh the approbation of the fenate . 
Whereas Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander the 
Jew,-hath denpahftralcd his fidelity and deli- 
gence About our affairs ; and this, both now 
and in former times, both in peace and in 
war, as many of our generals have borne 
witnefs ; and came to our afliftance in the laft 
* Alexandrian war, with fifteen hundred fol- 
diers; and when he was |g|gt by me to Mith- 
ridates, fhewed himfelf ftSperior in valour to 
all the reft of that army: For thefe reafons I 
will, that Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander, and 
his children, / be cthnarchs of the Jews, and 
have the high priefthood of the Jews for ever, 


as this decree of Julius Caefar fuppofes, we are farther af- 
fured by the teftimony of Strabo, already produced by Jo- 
fephus, chap. viii. § 3. * 
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cording to the cuftoms of their forefathers ; 
end that he and his ions be our conlederates : 
And that, be Tides this, every one of them be 
'reckoned*among our particular friends. I alio 
ordain, that lie and his children retain whatio- 
c ver privileges belong to the ollice of high prieft, 
or whatfoever favours have been hitherto grant¬ 
ed them. And ?f at any time herealter there ariie 
any queilions about the Jewilh euiloms, 1 will 
that hp determine the lame. And l think it 
not proper that they fliould he obliged to find 
us winter-quarters, or that any money ihouhl 

be required of them.” _ _ 1 

p “ Tut; decrees of .Caius Caefar, coaiul, ; 
containing what hath been granted and deter- j 
mined, are as follows: That Hyrcanus and his ’ 
, hildreu hear rule over the nation ot the Jews, 
and have the profits of the places to them be¬ 
queathed \ and that he, as hunieli the high 
i ricil and etlmarch of the Jews, defend thole 
that are injured. And that ambailadors he 
lent to I Iyreanus, the fon of Alexander, the 
liigh priett of the jews, that may dilcourfe 
with him about a league of fricndlhip and mu¬ 
tual a Hi It a nee ; and that a table of brals, con¬ 
taining the premiHes, he openly propofed in 
the capitol, and at Sidon, and Tyre, and Afke- 
]on, and in the temple, engraven in Roman 
and Greek letters : that this decree may alio 
be communicated to the queftors and pretoss 
of the feveral cities, and to the friends of the 
jews : and that the ambaffadors may have pre- 
lents made them, that thele decices be lent 
every where.” 

4. “ Caius Cesar, imperator, dictator, 
conful, hath granted, That out of regard to 
the honour, and, virtue, and kindnefs ol the 
man, and for the advantage of the fenatc, and 
of the people of Rome, Hyrcanus, the fon of 
Alexander, both he and his children, be high 
priefts and priefts of Jerufalem, and of the 
fewilh nation, by the fame right, and accord¬ 
ing to the lame laws, by which their progeni¬ 
tors have held the prielthood.” 

Caius Cesar, conful the fifth time, 
hath decreed, That the Jews lhall poflefs Jeru¬ 
falem, and may encompafs that city with walls; 
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\ and that Hyrcanus, the Ion cl’ .A.eM mder, the 
high prieft and ethnaivji ol the jews, retain i: 
in the manner he himicl; plealcs ; and that the 
jews he allowed to deduct out ol ihcii tribute, 
every Second vear the land h let [in the lah- 
hatic period] a corns o! that tribute ; and that 
the tribute they pay be not let to firm, nor 
tiiat they pay alwav '• t’»e lame tribute. ’ 

6. “Caius Ces.sk, imperator tin: lecond 
time, lialh ordained, Tiiat J! the (.otm'ry 
the Jews, excepting Joppa, do piy a tribute 
yearly for the city Jentialcm, excepting tin 
ievcntli, which they call the /.<• • ( vug 

becaufc thereon they neither 0 ■ v.u 1 e iruit: 
of their trees, nor do they low 
that they pay their tribute in h 
cond year [of that iabbaU'-al pi 
part ol what was lowti ; And 1 
are to pay the fame tithes to I 
Ions which they paid to their : 
that no one, neither prelident, tier lic.i'cnr.ut, 
nor amba/lador, raile auxiliaries wulnu vm 
bounds of Judea ; nor my folds, is exad money 
of them for winter-quarters, or under any ci¬ 
ther pretence, hut that they he tree from all 
forts of injuries : And that whatfoever they 
lhall hereafter have, and arc in poffelhon of, 
or have bought, they (hall retain them all. It 
is alfo our plcafure, that the city Joppa, which 
the Jews had originally, when they made a 
league of fricndllup with the Romans, Thai! be¬ 
long to them, afrit formerly did ; and that 
Hyrcanus, the Ion of Alexander, and Ids Ions, 
have as tribute of that city from thole that 
occupy the land, ha* the country, and lor what 
they export every year to Sidon, twenty thou- 
fand fix hundred and lcventy-iive moclii c\ery 
year, the feventh year, which they call the /,//- 
batic year , excepted, whereon they neither 
plough nor receive the produdt ol their trees. 
It is alfo the plcafure of the fenate, that as to 
the villages which are in the great plain, which 
Hyrcanus and his forefathers formerly poiTclTed, 
Hyrcanus and the Jews have them, with the 
fame privileges with which the y formerly had 
them alfo; and that the fame original ordi- 
6 G nances 
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iMiirrs remain Hill in force which concern the 
Jew;:, with regard to their high priefts ; and 
that they enjoy the fame heuciits which they 
have had formerly, by the conceffion of the 
people and of the fenatc : And let them enjoy 
the like privileges in Lydda. It is the plea- 
iurc all'o of the fenate, that Hyrcanus the cth- 
narch, and the Jews, retain thole places, coun¬ 
tries, and villages, which, belonged to the kings 
of Syria and Phenicia, the confederates of the 
Romans, arid which they had bellowed on 
them as their free gifts, It is alio granted to 
"Hyrcanus, and to iris Ions, and to the am- 
lUtfadors by thetvi lent to us, that in the fights 
between fingle gladiators, and in thole with 
beads, they fhall lit among the fenators to fee 
thole flicws : And that when they defire an 
audience, they fhall be introduced into the fe¬ 
nate by the didlator, or by the general of the 
liorfe j and when they have introduced them, 
their anfvvet's fhall lie returned them in ten days 
at the farthefl, after the decree of the fenate is 
made about their affairs." 

7. “ Caius Cass a r, imperator, didlator the 
fourth time, and conful the fifth time, declared 
to he perpetual dictator, made this fpeech con¬ 
cerning the rights and privileges of Hyrcanus, 
the fon of Alexander, the high pried and eth- 
narch of the Jews. Since thofe * imperators 
that have been in the provinces before me 
have borne witnefs to Hyrcanus, the high pried 
of the Jews, and to the Jews themfelves, and 
this before the fenate and people of Rome, when 
the people and fenate returned their thanks to 
them, it is good that we alfo now remember 
the fame, and provide that a requital he made 
to Hyrcanus, to the nation of the jews, and 
to the fons of Hyrcanus, by the fenatc and 
people of Rome, and that hut ably to what 
good-will they have fhew-n us, and to the be¬ 
nefits they have.bcftowcd up us." 

8 . “ Julius Caius, pretor [conful] of Rome, 
to the magidrates, fenate, and people of the 

* Dr Hud fan juftly fuppofes, that these Roman impera¬ 
tors, or generals, of armies, meant both here and § 2. who 
pave teflimony to Ilyrcanus’s and the Jews faithfulnefs 
, ml good-will to the Romans before the fenate and people j 


O F THE J E W S. 

Parians, fendeth greeting : The Jews of Delos, 
-and fome other Jews that fojourn there, in the 
prefence of your ambaffadors, fignified to us, 
that by a decree of yours you forbid them ui 
make uie of the cuftoms of their forefathers, 
and their way of facred worfhip, Now jt does 
not pleafe me that fuch decrees fhould be made 
againft our friends and confederates, whereby 
they are forbidden to live according to their 
own cudoms, or to bring in contributions for 
common fuppers, and holy fedivals, while they 
are not forbidden fo to do even at Rome itfllf ; 
for even Caius Crciar, our imperator and coni J, 
in that decree wherein he foihad the Bacchanal 
rioters to meet in the city, did yet permit thefe 
Jews, and thefe’only, l>oth to bring in their 
contributions, and to make their common Rip¬ 
pers. Accordingly, when 1 forbid other Bar- 
J chanal rioters,I permit thefe Jews to gather them¬ 
felves together, according to the cuftoms and 
laws of their forefathers, and to perfift therein. 
It will he therefore good for you, that if you 
have made any decree againft thefe our friends 
| and confederates, to abrogate the lame, by 
reafon of their ; irtue, anti kind difpofttion to¬ 
wards 11s.” 

q. Now after Caius was Rain, when Marcus 
Antonius and Publius Dolabella were confuls, 
they both affemblcd the fenate, and introduced 
Hyrcanus’s ambaffadors into it, and difeourfed 
of what they defired, and made a league of 
friendfhip with them. The fenate alfo decreed 
to grant them all they defired. I add the de¬ 
cree itfclf, that thofe who read the prefent work, 
may have ready by them a demonftration of 
the truth of what we fay. The decree was 
this : 

10. “ The decree of the fenate, copied out 
of the treafury, from the public tables belong¬ 
ing to the queftors, when Quintus Rutilius and 
Caius Cornelius were cjueftors, and taken out 
of thcfccond table of the firft clafs, on the, third 

day 

of Rome, were principally Pompey, Scaurus, ami Cabi- 
nius : of all whom Jofcphus had already given us the hif- 
tory, fo far as the Jews were concerned with them. 




‘Chap. X. ANTI QJJ l T I E 

day before the ides of April, in the temple of 
Concord. There were prefent at the writing 
of th-.s decree, Lucius Calpurnius Pifo of the 
’Mtncman’ tribe, Servius Papinius Potitas of the 
Lemonian tribe, Caius Caninius Rubilius of the 
.Terentine tribe, Publius Tidetius, Lucius A- 
r pulinus, the fon of Lucius, of the Sergian tribe, 
Flavius, the fon of Lucius, of the Lemonian 
tribe, Publius Platius, the fon of Publius, of 
the Papyrian tribe, Marcus Acilius, the fon of j 
Marcus, of the Medan tribe, Lucius Erucius, : 
the fon of Lucius, of the Stelbtine tribe, Mar- j 
cits Quintius Plancillus, the Ion of Marcus, of ; 
the Pollian tribe, and Publius Scrius. Publius 
Dolahella, and Marcus Antonins, the confuls, 
made this reference to the fcnate, that as to 
thofe things which, by the decree of the lenate, 
Caius Cxfar had adjudged about the Jews, and 
yet had not hitherto that decree brought into 
the treafury, it is our will, as it is alio the de- i 
fire of Publius Dolahella, and Marcus Antoni- j 
iss, our confuls, to have thefe decrees put into 
die public tables, and brought to the city quef- 
tors, that they may take care to have them 
put upon the double tables. This was done 
before the fifth of the ides of February, in the 
temple of Concord. Now the ambafladors 
from Hyrcanus the high prieft were thefe, Ly- 
hmachus the fon of Paul'anias, Alexander the 
ion of Theodorus, Patroclus the fon of Chore¬ 
as, and Jonathan the fon of Onias.” 

■ ii. Hyrcanus fent alfo one of thefe am- 
baffadors to Dolahella, who was then the pre- 
fed of Alia, and delired him to difmils the Jews 
from military fcrvic.es, and to prelerve to them 
the cufloms ot tluir forefathers, and to permit 
them to live according to them. And . when 
. Dolahella had received I Iyrcanus’s letter, with¬ 
out any farther deliberation, he fent an epiltle 
to all the Ahatics, and particularly to the city 
of the Eohelians, the metropolis of Aha, about 
the Jews ; a copy of which epiftle here fol¬ 
lows : 

t z . “ When Artcmon was prytanis, on the 
Yirfl day of the month Lcneon, Dolahella, im- 
perator, to the lenate, and magiftrates,. and 
people of the Ephcfians, fendeth greeting : A- 
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lexander the fon ofTheodonr-, the amhafl'.ulor- 
of Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander, tiie high 
pricil amhethnarch of the jews, appeared be- 
fore me, to lhew that his countrymen could. 
I not go into their armies, bcejute they are not 
allowed to bear arms, nor to travel on the Sab¬ 
bath-days, nor there to procure themfelves thole 
forts of food which they have been tiled to eat 
I from the times of their forefathers : 1 do tlu 1 c- 
j fore grant them a freedom from going into the 
army, as the former prefeels have dune, ant 1 
permit them to ufe the culloms of then fou- 
fathers, in allcmhling together lor lactcd and 
religious purpofes, as their law requires, and 
for collecting oblations neceliiiry for iaciiliees * 
And my will is, that you wiite this to the 11 - 
veral cities under your jurildiclion.” 

13. And thele were the conceflinns that 
Dolahella made to our nation, when Hyrcanus 
fent an arnbaffage to him. But Lucius the 
eonful’s decree ran thus: “ I liave at my tri¬ 
bunal let thefe Jews, who arc citizens of Rome, 
and follow the Jewifh religious tires, and yet 
live at Ephefus, free from going into the army, 
on account of the luperllilion they arc under, 
"Phis was done before the twelfth of the calends 
of October, when Lucius Lentuhis, and Caius 
Marcellus, were confuls, in the prelence of 
Titus Appius Balgus, the fon of Tint:., and 
lieutenant of the Ib-ratian tiihe, of Titus 
Tongius, the fon of Titus, of the Cruftaminc 
tribe, of Quintus Reims, the Ion of Quintus* 
of Titus Pompcius Longinus, the ion of Titus, 
of Caius Servilius, the ion of Cains, of the 
Terentine tribe, of Bracchus the military tri¬ 
bune, of Publius Lucius Callus, the Ion of 
Publius, of the Yeturian tribe, ot Cains Senti- 
us, the fon of Caius, of the Sabhahuc iiihe, of 
Titus Atilius Bullnis, the fon of Titu-, lieuten¬ 
ant and vice-prctor, to the inagihratc.s, fenau, 
and people of the Ephcfians, haute!h meeting : 
Lucius Lentulus the conful freed the Jews that 
are in Aft a from going into the armie-, at my 
interceflion for them. Amt v. hen i had made 
the fame petition fome time dinav.'i' ! ♦ PH:~ 
nius the ivnperafor, and to Litvin,. Ai.u..i it. t he 
vice-queftor, I obtained that : t f them 


t 



4 S'o ANTI QJLT I T I E S 

alfo : And my will is, that you take care that 1 
no one give them any difturbance.” 

14. The decree of the Delians. “ The an- 
fwer of the pretors, when Beotus was archon, ! 
on the twentieth day of the month Thargeleon, 
while Marcus Pifo the lieutenant lived in our 
city, who was alfo appointed over the choice 
of the foldiers, he called us, and many others ! 
of the citizens, and gave order, that if there be ' 
here any Jews, who are Roman citizens, no 
one is to give them any difturbance about going 
into the army, bccaufe Cornelius Lcntulus the j 
conful freed the Jews from going into the 
army, on account of the fuperftition they are. 1 
under : yon are therefore obliged to fubmit to j 
the pretor.” And the like decree was made by 
the Sardians about us alfo. 

15. “ Caius Phan ius, the fon of Cains, 
imperator and conful, to the magiftrates of 
Cos, fendeth greeting: I would have you know 
rhat the ambaftadors of the Jews have been 
with me, and defired they might have thole 
decrees which the fenate had made about them ; 
which decrees are here fubjoined. My will is, 
that you have a regard to, and take care of 
thefe men, according to the fenate’s decree, 
that they may be lately conveyed home through 
your country.” 

t(>. The declaration of Lucius Lcntulus the | 
conful : 1 have dilmiftcd thole Jews who are j 
Roman citizens, arid who appear to me to have 
their religious rites, and to obferve the laws of 
the Jews at Kphctus, on account of the lupcr- 
ilitioa they are under. This aft was done be¬ 
fore the thirteenth of the calends of October.” 

17. u Lucius Antonujs, thefonofMar- 
cus, \ ice-qucllor and vicc-pretor, to the magif- 
rrates, fenate, and people of the Sardians, 
fendeth greeting: Thofe Jews that are our fel¬ 
low-citizens of Rome, came to me, and de- j 
raonftrated tint they had an aftcmbly of their j 
own, according to the laws of their forefathers, j 
and this from the beginning, as alfo a place of 1 
their own, wherein they determined their lints 
and controverfies with one another : Upon their j 
petition therefore to tne, that thefe might he ! 
lawful for them, 1 give order that thefe their . 
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privileges he preferred, and they be permitted 
to do accordingly. 

18. The declaration of Marcus Publius, the 
fon of Spurius, and of Marcus, the lbn *dl 
Marcus, and of Lucius, the fon of Publius • 
“ We went to the proconful, and informed him 
of what Dofithcus, the foil c i CIcopatrida of 
Alexandria defired, that, if he thought good, 
he would dilmifs thofe Jews who were Roman 
citizens, and were wont to obferve the rites of 
the Jewifti religion, on account of the In per¬ 
dition they were under. Accordingly lie did 
dilmifs them. This was done before the thir¬ 
teenth of the calends of October.” 

19. “ In the month Quintilis, when Lucius 
Lcntulus and Caius Marcellus were conful;, ; 
and there were prefent Titus Appius Balhus, the 
Ion of Titus, lieutenant of the Horatiau tribe, 
Titus Tongius of the Cruftaminc tribe, Qnintu 
Reiius, the fon of Quintus, Titus l’oinpeius, the 
fon of Titus, Cornelius Longinus, Caius Sv- 
vilius Bracchus, the fon of Caius, a military tri¬ 
bune of the Terentinc tribe, Publius Clufim 
Callus, the fon of Publius, of the Veturiau 
tribe, Caius Tcutius, the fon of Caius, a military 
tribune of the Ernilian tribe, Sextus Atilius 
Serranus, the fon of Sextus, of the Efquiline 
tribe, Caius Pompeius, the fon of Caius, of the 
Sabatine tribe, Titus Appius Menander, the fon 
of Titus, Publius Scrvilius Strabo, the fon of 
Publius, Lucius Paccius Capito, the fon of Lu¬ 
cius, of the Colline tribe, Aldus Eurius Tertr- 
us, the fon of Aldus, and Appius Menas. In 
the prefence of thefe it was that Lentulus pro¬ 
nounced this decree : I have before the tribunal 
difmifted thofe Jews that are Roman citizens, 
and are accuftomed to ohlerve the facred rites of 
the Jews at Ephcfus, on account of the fuper¬ 
ftition they arc under.” 

20. “ The magiftrates of the Laodiceans to 
Caius Rubilius, the fon of Caius the conful, 
fendeth greeting : Sopater, the ambaflador of 
Hyrcanus the high prieft, hath delivered us an 
cpiftle from thee, whereby he lets us know, 
that certain ambaftadors were come from'EIyr- 
canus the high prieft of the Jews, and brought 

an 
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an epiftle written concerning their nation, 
v;herein they defire that the Jews may be al¬ 
lowed to obferve their Sabbaths, and other fa- 
texd rites, .according to the laws of their fore- 
fatlvers, and that they may be under no com¬ 
mand, becaufe thCy arc our friends and confe- 
'(ffrates,' and that nobody may injure them in 
our provinces. , Now although the Trallians 
there prefent contradicted them, and were not 
pleafed with thefe decrees, yet didft thou give 
order that they fhould l)e obferved, and in- 
forincdll us that thou had ft been delired to write 
this to us about them. We therefore, in obe¬ 
dience to the injundtions we have received 
from thee, have received the epiftle which thou 
lentert us, and have laid it up by itfclf among 
our public records. And as to tire other things 
about which thou didft fend to us, we will 
take care that no complaint be made againft 

US. 

21. “Publius Servilius, the fon of Publi¬ 
us, of the Galban tribe, the proconful, to the 
magiftrates, ferrate, and people of the Milefians, 
fendeth greeting : Prytanes, the fon of Hermes, 
a citizen of yours, came to me when I was at 
Tralles, and held a court there, and informed 
me that you ufed the Jews in a way different 
from my opinion, and forbad them to celebrate 
their Sabbaths, and to perform the facred rites 
received from their forefathers, and to manage 
the fruits of the land according to their ancient 
cuftom, and that he had himfelf been the pro- 
mulger of your decree, according as your laws 
require: I would therefore lravc you know, 
that upon hearing the pleadings on both fidcs, 
1 gave fentence that the Jews fhould not be 
prohibited to make ufe of their own cuftoms.” 

-22. The decree of thofe of Pergamus. When 
" Cratippus was prytanis, on the firft day of the 
month Delius, the decree of the pretors was 
this : “ Since the Romans, following the con- 
dud of their anceftors, undertake dangers for 
the common fafety of all mankind, and are 
ambitious to fettle their confederates and friends 
\in happinefs, and in firm peace, and fmee the 
nation of the Jews, and their high prieft Hyr- 
canus,. fent as umbaffadors to them, Strato, the 


fon of Thcodatus, and Apollonius, the f<m of 
Alexander, and Eneas, the fon of Animator, 
and Ariftobulus, the fon of Amyntas, and Sn- 
fipater, the Ion of Philip, worthy and good 
men, who gave a particular account of their af¬ 
fairs, the fenate thereupon made a decree a- 
bout what they had delired of them, that An- 
tiochus the king, the fon of Antioclrus, fhould 
do no injury to the Jews, the confederates of 
the Romans ; and that the fortreftes, and the 
havens, and the country, and whatfoever cite 
Ire had taken from them, fhould he reftored to 
them ; and that it may he lawful for them to 
export their goods out of their own havens ; 
and that no king nor people may have leave to 
export any goods, cither out of the country of 
judea, or out of their havens, without paving 
cuftoms, hut only Ptolemy the king of Alexan¬ 
dria, becaufe he is our confederate and friend: 
and that according to their defire the garrifon 
that is in Joppa may be cje&ed. Now Lucius 
Pcttius, one of our fenators, a worthy and 
good man, gave order, that we fhould tike 
care that thefe things fhould be done according 
to the fenate’s decree ; and that we fhould take 
care alfo, that their ambafladors might return 
home in fafety. Accordingly we admitted 
Theodorus into our fenate and aiTcnrbly, and 
took the epiftle out of his hands, as well as the 
decree of the fenate : And as Ire difeourfed with 
great zeal about the Jews, and del'crihcd Hyr- 
canus’s virtue and generoftty, and how he was 
a benefactor to all men in common, and parti¬ 
cularly to every body that comes to him, we 
laid up the epiftle in our public records, and 
made a decree ourfelves, that lince we alfo are 
in confederacy with the Romans, we would 
do every thing wc could for the Jews, accord¬ 
ing to the fenate’s decree. Theodorus alfo, 
who brought the epiftle, defired of our pretor.-, 
that they would fend Ilyreanus a copy of that 
decree, as alfo ambafladors to lignify to him 
the affedion of our people to him, and to ex¬ 
hort them to prefejve and augment their friend - 
ftrip for us, and be ready to bellow other bene¬ 
fits upon us, as juftly expeCling to reecho pro- 
6 II rtr 
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per requitals from usj and defiring them to 
remember, that our * ancefton; were friendly 
to the Jews, even in the days of Abraham, 
who was the father of all the Hebrews, as we 
have [alio] found it fet down in our public re¬ 
cords.”' 

23. Th f. decree of thofe of Halicarnaflus. 
When Mcmnon, the fon of Ore hi das by deicent, 
hut by adoption of Eunonymus, was pried, 
on the *** day of the.month Arifterion, the 
decree of the people, upon the reprefentation 
of Marcus Alexander, was this ; “ Since we 
have ever a great regard to piety towards God, 
and to holinefs, and fince we aim to follow the 
people of the Romans, who are the benefactors 
of all men, and what they have written to us 
about a league of friendihip and mutual affif- 
tance between the Jews and our city, and that 
their bicred offices, and accuflomed fcftivals and 
aifemblics may be obferved by them, we have 
decreed, that as many men and women of the 
Jews as are willing fo to do, may celebrate 
their fahbaths, and perform their holy offices, 
according to tire Jewiffi laws ; and may make 
their proicuchw at the fea-fide, according to 
the cuftoms of their forefathers; and if any 
one, whether he be a magillrate or private 
perion, hindereth them from fo doing, he 
fhall he liable to a fine, to be applied to the 
uies of the city.” 

$4. Tnu decree of the .Sardians. This de¬ 
cree was made by the lenate and people, upon 
the reprefentation of the pretors: “ Whereas- 
ihofe Jews who are our leUow-citic.ens, and 
live with us in tins city, have ever had great 
benchts heaped upon them by the people, and 
have come now into the fenate, and delired of 
she people that, upon the reftitution of their 

' tV 1 have here a moil remarkable am! authentic at- 
l< llation o! the citizens of Peigamus, tliat Abraham was 
the beiicr of all the Hebrews; that their own anccftOrs 
woe, in the obit It turns, the friends of thofe Hebrews; 
and that the public acts ol their city-then extant confirm¬ 
ed the fame which evidence is too ftron^ to be evaded by 
our puma 1. lance of the particular ocrafion of fuel) 
ancient h it miii.ip <.nd alliance between tliofc people. Sec 
the like full evident. of the kindred of the Lacedemoni¬ 
ans and the Jews ; and that becaufe they were both the 
poftciity of Abraham, by a public coil tie of thofe people 
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law and their liberty by the fenate and people 
of Rome, they may affemble together accord* 
ing to their ancient legal cuftom, and that we 
will not bring any fuit againft them about.kq 
and that a place may be given them where they 
may have their congregations, with their wives 
and children, and may offer, as did their fore¬ 
fathers, their prayers and facrifkes to God : now 
the fenate and people have decreed to permit 
them to affemble together on the days formerly 
appointed, and to a£t according to their own. 
laws ; and that fuch a place be fet apart for 
them by the pretors, for the building and in¬ 
habiting the fame, as they fhall efteem fit for 
that purpofe; and that thofe that take care of 
the provifions for the city, fhall take care that 
fuch forts of food,' as they efteem fit for their 
eating, may be imported into the city.” 

25. The decree of the, F.phefians. When 
Menophilus was prytanis, on the firft day of 
the month. Artemifius, this deeree was made by 
the people : “ Nicanor, the fon of Euphemus, 
pronounced it, upon the reprefentation of the 
pretors. Since the Jews that dwell in this city 
have petitioned Marcus Julius Pompeius, the 
fon of Brutus, the proconful, that they may 
be allowed to obferve their fahbaths, and to 
att in all things according to the cuftoms of their 
forefathers, without impediment from any¬ 
body, the pretor hath granted their petition. 
Accordingly it was decreed by the fenate and . 
people, that, in this affair that concerned the 
Romans, no one of them ftrould be hindered 
from keeping the Sabbath-day, nor be fined 
for fo doing, but that they be allowed to do 
all things according to their own laws.” 

26. Now there are f many fuch decrees of 

the 

to the Jews, preferved in the firft book of the Maccabees 
xii. jo,— 23. and thence by Jofephus, Antiq. B. XII. 
chap. iv. § 10. both which authentic records are highly 
valuable. It is alfo well worthy . of obfervntion, what 
Mofes Chorenenfis, the principal Armenian hiftorian, in¬ 
forms us of, p. 83. that Arfaees, who railed the Parthian 
empire, was of the feed of Abraham by Cheturn ; and 
that thereby was nccompliihed that prediction which, faid, ' 
Kings cf nations Jljall proceed from thee, Gen. xvii. 6. 
f If we compare Jofep bus's promife in § 1. to produce 

all . 
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the fen ate and imperators of the Romans, and 
thole different from thefe before us, which have 
been in favour of Hyrcanus, and of our nation ; ! 
no alfo there have been more decrees of the 
cities, and refljqpts of the pretors, to fuch e- 
piftles as concerned our rights and privileges : 
Jfnd certainly fuch as are not ill-difpoled to what 
we write, may'believc that they are all to this 
purpole, and that by the lpecimens which we 
have inferted ; for lince we have produced evi¬ 
dent marks that may ftill be leen, of the 
friendship wc have had with the Romans, and 
demon ftrated that thofe marks are engraven 
upon columns and tables of brafs in the capitol, 
that are Hill in being, .and preferved to this 
day, we have omitted to let them all down, as 
needlefs and difagreeable ; for I cannot fuppofe 
any one fo perverfe as not to believe the friend¬ 
ship we have had with the Romans, while they 
have demonftrated the fame by fuch a great 
number of their decrees relating to us ; nor will ! 
they doubt of our fidelity as to the reft of thofe j 
decrees, lince we have fliewn the fame in 
thofe wc have produced. And thus have we 1 
diffidently explained that friendlhip and con- j 
federacy we at thofe times had with the Ro¬ 
mans. 


CHAP. XI. 

How * Murats fuccecdcd Sextus when be had 
been fain by Baffus' ’Treachery ; and how, 
after the Death of C.ufir, Caffius came into 
Syria, and dijlrejfcd Judea ; as alfo, hozv 
Malichus few Antipater , aad was hhnfclf 
Jlain by Herod. . 

OW it fo fell out, that about this very 
- time the affairs of Syria were in great 
tlilordcr, and this on the occafion following : 

nil the public decrees of the Romans in favour of the Jews, 
with his excufe here for omitting many of them, we may 
obferve, that when he came to tranforibe all thofe decrees 
he had collected, he found them fo numerous, that he 
Vthougt*t he ihould too much tire his readers if lie had at¬ 
tempted it, which he thought a fuilicient apology for his 
omitting the reft of them ; yet do thofe by him produced 
uftord lueh a itrong confirmation to his hiitory, and give 
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Cecilius Baffus, one of Ponipey’s party, laid a 
treacherous delign againft Sextus Cadar, and* 
flow him, and tlien took his army, and got the 
management of public affairs into his own 
hand ; fo there arofe a great war about Apa- 
mia, while Coe far's generals came againft him- 
witli an army of horlcmen and toot.rn.en : To 
thefe Antipater alfo lent fuccours, and his fons. 
with them, as calling to mind the kindnclfes 
they had received from (kefir ; and on that 
account he thought it but juft to require pnn- 
ilhment for him, and to take vengeance on the 
man that had murdered him. And as the war 
was drawn out into a great length, Marcus 
came from Rome to take Sextus’s government 
upon him ; but Csefar was flain by Caffius and 
Brutus in the fenate-houfe, after he had retain¬ 
ed the government three years and fix months. 
This fa£t however is related elfewhere. 

2. As the war that arofe upon the death of 
Caffar was now begun, and the principal men 
were all gone, forne one way, and fomc an¬ 
other, to raife armies, Caffius came from Rome 
into Syria, in order to receive the [army that 
lay in the] camp at Apamia ; and having rai- 
fed the fiege, he brought over both Baffus and 
Marcus to his party. He then went over the 
cities, and got together weapons and loldiers, 
and laid great taxes upon thole cities ; and he- 
chiefly opprelfcd Judea, and exafled of it feven 
hundred talents : But Antipater, when he law 
the ftate to be in fo great conllernation and dis¬ 
order, he divided the collection of that fum, , 
and appointed his two fons to gather it ; and fo 
that part of it was to be exacted by Malichus, . 
who was ill-difpofed to him, and part by 
others, . And becaufe Herod did exaCt what 
was required of him from Galilee before others, 
he was in the greateft favour with Caffius; for 

hc 

fuch great light to even the Roman Antiquities themfelvcs, 
that I believe the curious are not a little lorry for fuel, his 
omillions. 

’ For Marcus, the prefident of Syria, font as luceeflbr 
to Sextus Ciefar, the Roman hillorians require us to read 
Murats in Jofephus, and this perpetually, both in'thefe 
Antiquities, and in his hiitory of the War, as the le.aacd , 
generally agree, . 
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he thought it a part of prnJer.ce to cultivate a 
friciuUhip with the Romans, and to gain their 
good-will at the expcnce of others ; wheraas 
the curators of the other cities, with their citi¬ 
zens, were fold for Haves ; and Cailius reduced 
four cities into a Hate of Have: v, the two molt 
potent of which were Cdophna and Kmmaus ; 
and, beftdes their, Lydda and Thamus. Nay, 
dallius was io ver\ angry at Malichus, that he 
had killed him (for he affaulted him) had not 
llyrcanus, by the means of Antipater, lent 
him an hundred talents of his own, and there¬ 
by pacified his anger againil him. 

3. Bit after Cabins was gone out of Judea, 
Malichus laid i'nares for Antipater, as thinking 
that his death would be the preiervation of 
Hyrcamis’s government: But his deiign was 
not unknown to Antipater, which when he 
perceived, he retired beyond Jordan, and got 
together an army, partly of Arabs, and partly 
of his own countrymen. However, Malichus 
being one of great cunning, denied that he had 
laid any i'nares for him, and made his defence 
with an oath, both to himfclf and It is ions ; 
and fa id, that while Phafaelus had a garrifon 
in Jcrufalem, and Herod had the weapons of 
war in his cuftodv, lie could never have a 
thought of any inch thing. So Antipater, per¬ 
ceiving the diilrefs that Malichus was in, was 
reconciled to him, and made an agreement 
with him : this was v- hen Marcus was prefi- 
bcnl of Syiia ; who yet jicrceiving that this 
Malichus was making a dilhirbancc in Judea, 
vroctcded io iar that be had a 1 moil killed him, 
but hid at the interceftion of Antipatcr lie faved 
him, 

,j. Hoivkvi T< , Antipater little thought, that 
h)’ having Malichus he had faved his own mur¬ 
derer ; tor now Cabins and Manus had got 
together an army, and intruded the entire care 
of it with Herod, and made him general of the 
forces of Celeiyrtu, and gave him a fleet of 
blips, and an army of horiemcn and footmen ; 
and promlied him, that, after the war was over, 
they would make him king oi Judea, for n war 
was already begun between Anthony and the 
younger Caffar : But as Malichus was moil 


afraid of Antipater, he took him out of tl ; 
way, and hy the offer of money perfuaded the 
butler of Hyrcanus, with whom they were 
both to fcaft, to kill him by poifon. -This ly¬ 
ing done, and he having armed men with him. 
fi.ttied the affairs of the city. But when An¬ 
tipater’s ions, Herod and Phafaelus, were ac¬ 
quainted with this confpiracy againil their fa¬ 
ther, and had indignation at it, Malichus de¬ 
nied all, and utterly renounced any knowledge 
! of tb.e murder. And thus died Antipater, a 
man that had diflinguifhed himfclf for pietv, 
and jufticc, and love to his count}y. Ami 
\ whereas one of his ions, Ilerod, ref lived im¬ 
mediately to revenge their father’s death, and 
was coming upon Malichus with an armv h r 
j that purpoic, the elder of his ions, Phafaelus, 
| thought it hell rather to get this man into their 
hands hy policy, left they fhculd appear Io be¬ 
gin a civil wai in the country - fo he accepted 
of Malic', s's defence for himfclf, and pretend¬ 
ed to h. . e him that he had had no hand in 
the violent death of Antipater his father, but 
ereeflcd a fine monument for him. Herod alio 
went to Samaria ; and when he found them 
in great diilrefs, he revived their fpirits, and 
computed their differences. 

5. However, a little after this, Herod, up¬ 
on the approach of a fcilival, came with his 
foldicrs into the city ; whereupon Malichus 
was affrighted, and periuaded Hyrcanus not to 
permit him to come into the city. Hyrcanus 
complied ; and for a pretence of excluding him 
alledged, that a rout of ft rangers ought not to 
be admitted when the multitude were purifying 
thcmfelves. But Herod had little regard to the 
meflengers that were lent to him, and entered 
j the city in the night-time, and affrighted Mali¬ 
chus ; yet did he remit nothing of his former 
! diftimulation, but wept for Antipater, and be¬ 
wailed him as a friend of his with a loud voice : 
But Herod ami his friends thought it proper 
not openly to contradict Malichus’s hypocrify, 
but to give him tokens ot mutual fiiendfhip, 
i in order to prevent his fuipicion of them. 

I C. However, tiered fent to Caflius, and 

in- 
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informed him of the murder of his father; who 
knowing what fort of man Malichus was as to 
his morals, lent him back word, that he ihould 
ievtnge his fath er’s death; and alfo lent pri¬ 
vately to the commanders of his army at lyre, 
■"'With orders to aflirt Herod in the execution of 
a very juft defign of his. Now when Cailius 
had taken Laodicea, they all went together to 
him, and carried him garlands, and money : 
And Herod thought that Malichus might he 
punifhed while he was there; but he was 
tomewhat apprehenfive of the thing, and ue- 
fjgned to make fume great attempi, and be- 
caufc his fon was then an hoftage at Tyre, he 
went to that city, and refolved to Ileal him 
away privately, and to march thence into Ju¬ 
dea ; and as Caffius was in hafte to march a- 
gaintl Antony, lie thought to bring the coun¬ 
try to revolt, and to procure the government 
for himfelf. But providence oppofed his coun- 
f Is ; and Herod being a Ihrewd man, and per¬ 
ceiving what his intention was, he lent thither 
before-hand a fervant, in appearance indeed to 
get a fupper ready, (for he had faid before that 
he would feaft them all there) but in reality to 
the commanders of the army, whom he per- 
fuaded to go out againft Malichus, with their 
daggers. So they went out, and met the man 
near the city, upon the fea-fliore, and ftabhed 
him. Whereupon Hyrcanus was fo aftonilhed 
at what had happened, that his fpeech failed 
him : And when, after fome difficulty, he had 
recovered himfelf, he alked Herod, what the 
matter could be ? and who it was that flew 
Malichus ? and when he faid, that it was done 
by the command of Caffius, he commended the 
a&ion ; for that Malichus was a very wicked 
■ man, and one that confpircd againft his own 
-country. And this was the punifhment that 
was inflt&ed on Malichus for what he wicked¬ 
ly did to Antipater. 

* In this and the following chapters the reader will 
enftly remark, how truly Gronovius obferves, in his notes 
Vn the # »Roman decrees in favour of the Jews, that their 
'rights *and privileges were commonly purchafed of the Ro¬ 
mans with money. Many examples of this fort, both as 
to the Romans, and others in authority, will occur in our 
lofcohus. both now and hereafter, and need not be taken 


! 


But when Caffius was marched our of 


I Syria, diflurban-.es a role in Judea : for Felix, 

; who was left at Jeruialcm w till an army, made 
a hidden attempt againft Phadirkn;, and the 
people themfelves role in arms ; hut Herod 
went to Fabius, the preieT of llamafcus, and 
was defirous to run to his brother’s affilPmee, 
but was hindered by a diftemper that feized 
upon him, till Phafaelus by himfelf had been 
too hard for Felix, and had Ihut him up in the 
tower, and there on certain conditions uiiinifted 
him. Phafaelus alfo complained of Hyrcanus, 
that although he had received a great many be¬ 
nefits from them, yet did he ftippoit their ene¬ 
mies ; for Malichus’s brother had made many 
places to revolt, and kept garrilims in them, 
and particularly Maiada, the fttangell fortrefs 
of them all. In the mean time, Herod was re¬ 
covered of his diieale, and came and took from 
Felix all the places he had gotten ; and, upon 
certain conditions, dilmified him abb. 


C H A P. XIL 

Herod e;t'Hs Aniigonus, /be Son of Ari/hJailus , 
out of Judea, and gains the I'riendjhip of An¬ 
tony, who Wits now conic into Syria, by fend¬ 
ing him much Money; on wl/nb Account hit 
would not admit of thofe that would have ac- 
enfed Herod: rind what it was that Antony 
wrote to the Tyrians hi Behalf of the Jews. 

§ i.T^. TCAV ! Ptolemy, the fon of Menneus, 
i .^1 brought back into Judea Antigonus, 
the fon of Ariftobulus, who had already railed 
an army, and had by money made Fabius to 
be his friend, and this becaufe he was of kin to 
him. Marion alfo gave him afliftanee. He 
had been left by Caffius to tyrannize over Tvre; 
for this Caffius was a man that feized on Syria, 

and 

particular notice of on the liver,rl occnfiOns in thefe notes. 
Accordingly tbe chief captain confeflcs to St Paul, that 
ivirh a great fum he hod oltanntl his freedom, Acts xxii. 28. 
as had St Paul’s ancttlors, very probably, purchafed the 
like freedbm for their family by money, as the fame author 
juftly concludes alfo- 
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and then kept it under, in the way of a tyrant. 
Marion alfo marched into Galilee, which lay 
in his neighbourhood, and took three of its 
fortreftes, and put garrifons into them to keep 
them. But when Herod amc, he took all 
from.’him; but the Tyrian garrifon he dihnif- 
II:d in a very civil manner ; nay, to feme of 
the foldiers he made prefents, out of the good¬ 
will he bare to that city. When lie had dii- 
patched thefb affairs, and was gone to meet 
Antigonus, he joined battle with him, and beat 



when he was juft come into its borders. But 
when he was come to ■Jcrufalem, Hyrcanus 
and the people put garlands about his head ; 
for lie had already contracted an affinity with 
the family of Hyrcanus, by having efpoufed a 
defeendant of his, and for that realon Herod 
took the greater care of him, as being to marry 
the daughter of Alexander, the fon of Arifto- 
bulus, and the grand-daughter of Hyrcanus, 
by which wife Ire became the father of three 
male and two female children. He had alfo 
married before this another wife, out of a low¬ 
er family of his own nation, whole name was 
Jlci 'ts , by whom he had his deleft Ion Anti¬ 
pat cr. 

Now Antonins and Cxf.ir had beaten 
Oaffius near Philippi, as others have related ; 
brt after the victory Cir.lar went into Gall 
[Italy] ; and Antony marched for Aha, who, 
when lie was arrived at Bithynia, he had am- 
IxifSadors that met him fiom all p:u!s. The 
principal men of the few’s alio came thither to 
accede Phafucl-us and Herod ; and they faid, 
that Hyrcanus had indeed the appearance of 
reigning, but that thefe men had all the power ; 
hut Antony paid great refped to Herod, who 
was come to him to make his-defence againft 
his accusers, on which account his adverfaries 
could not fo much ns obtain a hearing: which 
favour Kerch had gained of Antony by money. 
But ftilh when Antony was come to Ephefus, ! 
Hyrcanus the high prieft, and our nation, lent 
an ambaflagc to him, which carried a crown 

' * This rlaufe plainly alludes to that well-known but' 
unufual and very long darknefs of the fun, which hap¬ 
pened upon the murder of Julius C re fur by Brutus and 


of gold with them, and defired that he would 
write to the governors of the provinces, toTet 
thofe Jews free who had been carried captive 
lrv Callius, and tins without their having fought 
againft him, and to reftore thein that country 
which in the days of Caffius had been taitci 
I from them. Antony thought the Jews dc- 
fircs were juft, and wrote immediately to Hyi- 
; canus, and to the Jews. Ble alfo fent, at the 
j| fame time, a decree to the Tyrians ; the con¬ 
tents of which were to the fame purpofe. 

3. Marcus Antonius, imperator, to Hyr¬ 
canus, the high prieft and ethnarch of the Jews, 
fendeth greeting: If you be in health, it is well, 
I am alfo in health, with the army. Lyfima- 
chus, the fon of Paufanias, and Jofephus, the 
fon of Menneus, and Alexander, the fon of 
Theodorus, your arnbaffadors, met me at Ephe¬ 
fus, and have renewed that ambaftage which 
they had formerly been upon at Rome, and 
have diligently acquitted themfelves of the pro- 
lent ambaffage, which thou and thy nation 
have intruded to them, and have fully declared 
the good-will thou haft for us. I am therefore 
fatLsfied, both by your aftions and your words, 
that you are wcft difpofed to us; and I under- 
ftaftd that your conclude and life is conftant 
and religious ; fo I reckon • upon you as our 
own : But when thofe that were adverfaries 
to you, and to the Roman people, and ah (lam¬ 
ed neither-from cities nor temples, and did not 
obferve the agreement they had confirmed by 
oath, it was not only on account of our con- 
teil with them, but on account of all -mankind 
in common, .that we havq taken vengeance on 
thofe who have been the authors of great in- 
juftice towards men, and of great wickednefs 
towards the gods; for the fake of which we 
fuppofe it was-the * fun that turned away his 
light from us, as unwilling to view the horrid 
crime, they were guilty of in the cafe ofCsefar. 
We have* alfo overcome their confpiracies, 
which threatened the gods themfclves, which 
Macedonia received, as it: is a climate peculiar- 

■ 1 y' 

CafTius; which is taken -great notice of by Virgil, Pliny, 
■and other Roman authors. See Virgil’s Georgicks, Book 1. 
juft before the end ; .and Pliny’s Nat. Hid. B. II. eh. xxx. 
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'ner for impious and infolent attempts •> 
have overcome that confuted rout of 
nad with fpitc again ft us, which 
‘ or at Philippi, in Macedonia, 
whc. —the places^ that were pro¬ 

per foi purpofe, and, as it were, walled 
i.hern rou. . with mountains to the very tea, 
and where the paftage vras open only through 
a tingle gate. This victory we gained, becaufe 
the gods had condemned thefe men for their 
wicked enterprises. Now Brutus, when he had 
tied as far as Philippi, was flint up by us, and 
became a partaker of the fame perdition with 
Catkins ; and now thefe have received their 
. punithment we fuppofe, that we may enjoy 
peace for the time to eotne, and that Alia may 
be at reft from wan We therefore make that 
peace which God hath given us common to 
our confederates alfo, infomuch, that the body 
of Alia is now recovered out of that diftem- 
per it was under by the means of our victory. 
I, therefore, bearing in mind both thee and 
your nation, (hall take care of what may be 
for your advantage. 1 have alfo lent epiftles 
in writing to the feveral cities, that if any 
perfons, whether freemen or bondmen, have 
been fold under the lpear by Caius Caffius, or 
his fuhordinate officers, they may be fet free. 
And I will that you kindly make ufe of the 
favours which I and Dolabella have granted 
you. I alfo forbid the Tyrians to ufe any 
violence with you ; and for what places of the 
Jews they now poflefs, I order them to reftore 
them.' I have withal accepted, of the crown 
which thou fenteft me.” 

4. Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the 
magiftrates, fenate, and people of Tyre, fend- 
eth greeting: The ambaffadors of Hyrcanus, 
.the high prieft and ethnarch [of the Jews] ap¬ 
peared before me at Ephefus, and told me, 
that , you are in poffeffion of part of ; their 
country, which you entered upon under the 
government of our adverfaries. Since there- 

> fore we have undertaken a war for the obtain¬ 
ing the government, and have taken care to do 
what was agreeable to piety and. juftice, and 
hive brought to pnnifhinent thofe that bau.nei¬ 


ther any remembrance of the kmdncfies they 
had received, nor have kept their oaths, 1 will 
that you be at peace with thole that are mn 
confederates ; as alfo, that what you have taken 
by the means of our adverfaries fliall .not lw 
reckoned your own, but be returned .to thole 
from whom you took them ; for none of them 
took their provinces or their armies by the gilt 
of the fenate, but they feized them by force, 
and bellowed them by violence upon Inch as 
became uleful to them in their tin jail proceed¬ 
ings. Since therefore thofe men have received" 
the punithment due to them, we defire that- 
our confederates may retain whatfoever it was 
that they formerly pollefied without dillurbance, 
and that you reftore all the places which be¬ 
longed to Hyrcanus the ethnarch of the }cws, 
which you have had, though it were but one 
day before Caius Gaffius began an unjuftifiable 
war againft us, and entered into our province : 
Nor do you ufe any force againft him, in or¬ 
der to weaken him, that he may not be able to 
difpofe of that which is his own ; but if you 
have any conteft with him about your relpec- 
tive rights, it fhall be lawful for you to plead 
your caufe when we come upon the places con¬ 
cerned ; for we fliall alike preferve the rights, 
and hear all the caulks of our confederates.” 

5. “■ Marcus Antonios, imperator, to 
the magilfratcs, fenate, and people of Tyre, 
fendeth greeting •. I have lent you my decree, 
of which I will that ye take care that it be en¬ 
graven on the public tables, in Roman and 
Greek letters, and that it Hand engraven in the 
rnoft iltuftrious places, that it may be read by 
all.. Marcus Antonius, imperator, one of the 
triumvirate over the public affairs, made this 
declaration : Since Caius Caffius, in this re¬ 
volt he hath made, hath pillaged that province 
which belonged not to him, and was held by 
garrifons there encamped, while they were our 
confederates, and hath fpofted that nation of 
the Jews that was in fritndffiip with the Ro¬ 
man people as in war ; and lince wc have over- 
come his madnefs by arms, we now correct bv 
our decrees and judicial determinations what he 

hath 




Rook XIV. 


/ t ..u A N T I O U I T I E 5 

him laid wafte, that rhofe thmgs may he re¬ 
ft omi to our confederates. And as for-what 
hath been iold of the Jewilh podefiious, whe- 
ther they be bodies or podeilions, let them be 
: vleaicd, tlie bodies into that Rate of freedom 
they were originally in, and the pofietlions to 
their former owners. I alio will, that he who 
fhnll not comply with this decree of mine, Hull 
be punifhed for his difpbedience ; and if Inch 
an one be caught, I will take care that the of¬ 
fenders fufTer condign puniihtncnt.” 

6. The fame thing did Antony write to the 
.Sidonians, and the Antiochiaus, and the Aradi- 
ans. We have produced thele decrees there¬ 
fore as marks for futurity of the truth of what 
we have laid, that the Romans had a great con¬ 
cern about our nation. 


C II A I\ XIII. 

How Antony made Herod and Phajaclus Pe¬ 
trarchs, after they had been accufed to no 
Purpcfe ; and how the Partitions , when they 
brought Antigonus into fade a, took Hyrcanus 
and Phafaelus Captives. Herod's Flight; 
and what Afflictions Hyrcanus and Phafaelus 
endured. 

§ i. ^ T THEN after this Antony came into 
V\ Syria, Cleopatra met him in Ci¬ 
licia, and brought him to fall in love with her. 
And there came now alio an hundred ot the 
tnoft potent of the jews, to accufe Herod and 
thole about him, and let the men of the great- 
< ft eloquence among them tofpeak. But Mef- 
*aia contradicted them, on behalf of the young 
men, and all this in the prefence of Hyrca- 
mis, who was * Herod’s father-in-law already. 
When Antony load heard both fules at Daphne, 
he afked Hyrcanus, who they were that govern¬ 
ed the nation hell ? He replied, Herod and his 
friends. Hereupon Antony, by reafon of the 
old hofpitable friendship he had made with his 
father [Antipater] at that time when he was 

’ "We may here take notice* thate fpoufuls alone were of 
f )lu dimmed a fufiicsent foundation for affinity, Hyrcanus 
being Lire called fathr-in-Lw to Herod, becaufe his 
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|j with Gabinius, he made both Herod and Phi-' 
l! faelus tetrarchs, and committed the piddle af- 
jj fairs of the Jews to them, and wrote ietteis t ■-> 
j! that purppfe. He alfo bound fifteen of .ntir 
jj adveriaries, and was going , 4 St) kill them, bnt 
! that Herod obtained their pardon. ^ , 

2. Yet did not thefc men continue quit 
when they were come back, but a thou land of 

! the Jews came t.o Tyre to meet him there., 

|| whither the report was that he would come. 

| But Antony was corrupted by the money which 
! Herod and.his brother had given him, and f<» 

1 he gave order to the governor of the place tc 
puniili the Jewilh ambafladors, who were for 
making innovations, and to fettle the govern- • 
ment upon Herod: But Herod went out 
haftily to them, and Hyrcanus was with him 
(for they flood upon the fhore before the city) 

! and he charged them to go their ways, became 
great mifehief would befal them, if they went: 
on with their accufation. But they did net 
acquiefce : whereupon the Romans ran upon 
; them with their daggers, and flew fome, and 
wounded more of them, and the reft fled am ay, 
j and went home, and lay ftill in great confirma¬ 
tion : And when the people made a clamour a- 
gainft Herod, Antony was fo provoked at it, 
that he flew the prifoners. 

3. Now in the fecond year, Pacorus, the 
king of Parthia’s fon, and Barzapharnes, a 
commander of the Parthians, pofTefTed them- 
felves of Syria. Ptolemy, the fon of Menne- 
us, alfo was now dead, and Lyfanias his fon 
took his government, and made a league of 
friendfhip with Antigonus, the fon cf Arifto- 
bulus ; and in order to obtain it, made ufe of 
that commander, who had great intereft in 
him. Now Antigonus had promifed to give 
the Parthians a thoufand talents, and five* 
hundred women, upon condition they would 
take the government away from Hyrcanus, and 
beftow it upon him, and withal kill Herod. 
And although he did not give them what he 

had . 

grand-daughter Mamtnnc was betrothed to him, although 
the marriage were not completed till four years after¬ 
ward. 8 ee Matt. i. 1 6." ' - 
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> ul promifcd, yet did the Parthians make an | 
expedition into Judea on that account, and 
carried \ntfgonus with them. Pacorus went ! 
along title maritime parts, but the commander j 
ParzapharneC'tti^ough the midland. Now I 
*'>: Tyrians excluded Pacorus, but the Sido- 
Viians, and thofe of Ptolemais, received him. 
However, Pacorus lent a troop of horlemen 
into Judea, to take a view of the Hate of the 
country, and to aflift Antigonus ; and lent alio 
the king’s butler, of the fame name with him- 
lelf. So when the Jews that dwelt about 
mount Carmel came to Antigonus, and were 
ready to march with him into Judea, Antigo¬ 
nus hoped to get fome part of the country by 
their abidance. The place is called Dry mi ; 
and when fome others came, and met them, 
the men privately fell upon Jerusalem ; and 
when fome more were come to them, they got 
together in great numbers, and came againd 
the king’s palace, and befiegcd it. But as Pha- 
faclus’s and Plerod’s party came to the others 
abidance, and a battle happened between them 
in the market-place, the young men beat their 
enemies, and purfued them into the temple, 
and lent fome armed men into the adjoining 
lioufes to keep them in, who yet being deditute 
of fuch as diould fupport them, were burnt, 
and the houfes with them, by the people who 
role up againd them. But Herod was reven¬ 
ged on thefe feditious adverlaries of his a little 
afterward for this injury they had offered him, 
when he fought with them, and dew a great 
number of them. 

4. Bur while there were daily fkirmilhes, the 
enemy waited for the coming ol the multitude 
out of the country to pentecod, a fead of ours 
• fo called : and when that day was come, many 
ten thoufands of the people were gathered to¬ 
gether about the temple, fome in armour, and 
fome without. Now thole that came guarded 
both the temple and the city, excepting what 
belonged to the palace, which Herod guarded 
Vvith a few of his loldiers ; and Phafaelus had 
'the charge of the wall, while Herod, with a 
body of his men, fallied out upon the enemy, 
who lay in the fuburbs, and fought couragcoul- 
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!y, and put many ten thoufands in flight, fome 
dying into the city, and fome into the temple, 
and tome into the outer fortifications, for fome 
Inch fortifications there were in that placv. 
Phafaelus came alfo to his abidance ; yet was 
Pacorus, the general of the Parthians, at the 
defire of Antigonus, admitted into the city, 
with a few of his horlemen, under pretence in¬ 
deed as if he would dill the fedition, hut in. 
reality to affid Antigonus in obtaining the go¬ 
vernment. And when Phafaelus met him, and 
received him kindly, Pacorus perfuaded him 
to go himfelf as ambaffador to Barzaphames, 
which was done fraudulently. Accordingly 
Phafaelus, fufpedting no harm, complied with 
his propofal, while Ilerod did not give his con- 
fent to what was done, becaufe of the perfidi- 
oufncls of thele Barbarians, hut delired Pha¬ 
faelus rather to fight thole that were come into 
the city. 

5. So both Hyrcanus and Hnfie'us went 
on the amhaffage ; hut Pacorus left with Herod 
two hundred horlemen, and ten men, who 
were called the Freeman ; and conducted the 
others on their journey ; and when they were 
in Galilee, the governors ol the cities there: met 
them in their arms. Barzaphames alio recei¬ 
ved them at the firft with chccrfninefs, and 
made them preterits, though he afterward con- 
fpired againil them ; and Phafaelus, with his 
horfemen, were conducted to the iea-iide : But 
when they heard that Antigonus had promifcd 
to give the Parthians a tlioufaml talents, and 
five hundred women, to a did. him againil them, 
they foon had .1 lulpicion of the Barbarians. 
Moreover, there was one who informed them 
that fnarcs were laid for them by night, while 
a guard came about them fecrctly ; and they 
had then been feized upon, had not they wailed 
for the feizurc of Herod by the Parthians, that 
were about Jerufalem, led, upon the daughter 
of Hyrcanus and Phaiadus, he ihould have ail 
intimation of it, and efcape out of their hands. 
And thefe were the circumftances they were 
now in: and they law who they were that 
guarded them. Some perfons indeed would 
6 K have 
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have perfuaded Phafaelus to fiy away immedi¬ 
ately ou hoiieback, and not Itay any longer ; 
and there was one Ophellius, who, above all 
the reft, was carncft with him to do fo ; for he 
had heard of this treachery from Saramalla, 
the richeft of all the Syrians at that time, who 
alfo promifed to provide him fhips to carry him 
off, for the fea was juft by them : But he had 
no mind to defert Hyrcanus, nor bring his 
brother into clanger ; but he went to Barzaph- 
arnes, and told him, he did not a£t juftly when 
he made fuch a contrivance againft them, for 
that if he wanted money he w’ould give him 
more then Antigonus ; and befides, that it 
was an horrible thing to flay thole that came 
to him upon the fecurity of their oaths, and 
that when they had done them no injury. 
But the Barbarian fwore to him, that there was 
no truth in any of his fufpicions v but that he 
was troubled with nothing but falle fuppofals, 
and then went away to Pacorus. 

6. But as foon as he was gone away, fome 
men came and bound Hyrcanus and Phafaelus, 
while Phafaelus greatly reproached the Parthi¬ 
ans for their perjury. However, that butler 
who was lent againft Herod had it in command 
to get him without the walls of the city, and 
feize upon him ; but mciTengers had been fent 
by Phafaelus to inform Herod of the perfidioui- 
uefs of the Parthians : And when he knew that 
the enemy bad feized upon them, he went to 
Pacorus, and to the molt potent of the Parthi¬ 
ans, as to the lords of the reft, who, although 
they knew the whole matter, didemhled with 
him in a deceitful wav ; and laid, That “ he 
ought to go out with them before the walls, 
and meet thole which were bringing him his 
letters ; for that they were not taken by his ad- 
verfaries, hut were coming to give him an ac¬ 
count of the good fucceis Phafaelus had had.” 
Herod did not give credit to what they laid, 
for lie had heard that his brother was feized 
upon by others alio : and the daughter of Hyr¬ 
canus, whole daughter he had dpouied,, was 
his monitor alio [not to credit them] which 
made him ftill more fufpicious of the Parthians j 
for although other people die] not give heed to 
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her, yet did he believe her, as a woman c 
great wifdom. 

7. Now while the Parthians were'in con- 
fultation what was fit to be done (for .hey, .Au. 
not think it proper to make .an open attempt 
upon a perfon of his chara&er) and while they 
put off the determination to the next day, He¬ 
rod was under great difturbance of mind; and 
rather inclining to believe the reports he heard 
about his brother and the Parthiaus, than to 
give heed to what was faid on the other fide, 
he determined, that when the evening came 
on, he would make ufe of it for his flight, and 
not make any longer delay, as if the dangers 
from the enemy were not yet certain. He 
therefore removed with the armed men whom 
he had with him ; and fet his wives upon the 
beafts, as alfo his mother, and fifter, and. her 
whom he was about to marry [Mariamne] the 
daughter of Alexander, the fbn of Ariftobulus, 
with her mother, the daughter of Hyrcanus, 
and his youngeft brother, and all their lervants, 
and the reft of the multitude that was with him, 
and without the enemies privity purfued his 
way to Idumea : Nor could any enemy of his, 
who then law him in this cafe, be lb hard¬ 
hearted, but would have commiferated his 
fortune, while the women drew along their 
infant children,, and left their own country, and 
their friends inprilon, with tears in their eyes, 
and fad lamentations, and in expectation of 
nothing but what was of a melancholy nature. 

8. But for Herod himfelf, he raiftd his 
mind above the miferable ftate he was in, and 
was of good courage in the midft of his mis¬ 
fortunes ; and, as he pafled along, he bid them 
every one to be of good cheer, and not to give 
themfelves up to forrow, becaufe that would 
hinder them in their flight, which was now 
the only hope of fafety that they had. Ac¬ 
cordingly they tried to bear with patience the 
calamity they were under, as he exhorted them 
to do; yet was he once almoft going to kill 
himfelf, upon the overthrow of.a waggon, and 
the danger his mother was then in of being 
killed; and this on two accounts, becaufe of 

his 
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Teat concern for her, and becaufc he was ] 
uii aril ^ left, by. this delay, the enemy fhould ! 
overtakes him in the purfuit; but as he was 
cl; a* Ang/liis ,fword, and going to kill himfelf 
therewith, tl>ofe- x that were prefent reftrained 
him, aad being fo' many in number, were too 
hard for him ; and told him, that he ought 
not to defert tfiem, and leave them a prey to 
their enemies; for that it was not the part of 
i brave man to free himfelf from the diftrefles 
he was in, and to overlook his friends that 
were in the fame diftrefles alfo. So he was 
compelled to let that horrid attempt alone, 
partly out of fhamc at what they laid to him, 
and partly out of regard to the great number of 
tliofe that would not permit him to do what 
he intended. So he encouraged his mother, 
and took all the care of her the time would al¬ 
low, and proceeded on the way he propofed 
to go with the utmoll halle, and that was to 
the fortrefs of Mafada. And as he had many 
fkirmilhes with luch of the Parthians as at¬ 
tacked him and purfued him, he was conquer¬ 
or in them all. 

9. Nor indeed was he free from the Jews 
ail along as he was in his flight ; for by that 
time he was gotten fixty furlongs out of the 
city, and was upon the road, they fell upon 
him, and fought hand to hand with him, whom ! 
he alfo put to flight, and overcame, not like I 
one that was in diftrefs, and in neceflity, but 
like one that was excellently prepared for war, 
and had what he wanted in great plenty. And 
in this very place where he now overcame the 
Jews it was that he fome time afterward built 
a moft excellent palace, and a city round a- 
bout it, and called it Hcrodinm. And when 
he was come to Idumea, at a place called Thrcf- 
fa , his brother Jofeph met him, and he then 
held a counfel to take advice about all his af¬ 
fairs, and what was fit to be done in his cir- 
oumftances, fincc he had a great multitude 
that followed him belides his mercenary foldiers, 
^and the place Mafada, whither he propofed to 
fly, Vas too linall to contain fo great a multi- 

* This law of Mofes, that the pricks were to be with- 


tude; fo he fent away the greater part of bis 
company, being above nine thouland, and bid 
them go, iome one way, and ionic another, 
and fo lave themidves in Idumea, and gave 
them what would buy them provisions hi then 
journey ; but he took with him thole that were 
lcaft incumbered, and were moil intimate with 
him, and came to the fortrefs, and placed there, 
his wives, and his followers, being eight hun¬ 
dred in number, there being in the place a fuf- 
ficient quantity of corn, and Water, and other 
necclfaries ; and went dircClly for Petra, in 
Arabia. But when it was day, the Parthians 
|j plundered all Jemfalem, and the palace, and 
abftaincd from nothing but Ilyreanus's money, 
which was three hundred talents. A great deal 
of Herod’s money efcapcd, and principally all 
that the man had been fo provident as to fend 
into Idumea before-hand : nor indeed did what 
was in the city fuffice the Parthians ; hut they 
went out into the country, and plundered it, 
and demoliihed the city Marifla. 

10. And thus was Antigonns brought back 
into Judea by the king of the Parthians, and re¬ 
ceived liyreanus and Phafaelus tor his prif'em- 
ers ; but he was greatly call down becauJc the 
women had efcaped, whom he intended to 
have given the enemy, as having proiuilcd they 
fhould have them, with the money, for their 
reward: But being afraid that liyreanus, who 
was under the guard of the Parthians, might 
have his kingdom reflored to him by the 
multitude, lie cut off bis ears, and thereby 
took care that the high priefthood fhould never 
come to him any more, becaule he was maimed, 
while the " law required that thi-: dignity 
fhould belong to none lmt inch as had all their 
members entire. But now one cannot hut here 
admire the fortitude oi Phafaelus, who pcrcei\- 
ing that he was to be put. to death, did not 
think death any terrible thing, at all; but to die 
thus by the means of his enemy, thus he thought 
a moft pitiable and difhonourablc thing; and 
therefore, lince he had net nis hands at liberty, 

v but 

out lletnijh, as to ail the p.'.rtf ef .ink bodies, it m hoi:. 
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hut the bonus he was in prevented him from ! 
killing himfelf thereby, he dallied his head a- 
gaiull a great Hone, and thereby took away his 
own life, which he thought tone the beft thing 
he could do in fitch a diltrefs as lie was in, and 
thereby put it out of the power of the enemy 
to bring him to any death he plea fed. It is alfo 
reported, that when he had made a great wound 
in hi'; head, Antigonus font phylicians to him, in 
order to cure it, and by ordering them to in- 
fufc poifon into the wound killed him. How¬ 
ever, Phal’aelus hearing, before he was quite 
dead, by a certain woman, that his brother 
Herod had efcaped the enemy, underwent his 
death cheerfully, ftnee he now left behind him 
one who would revenge his death, and who 
was able to inflict punilhment on his enemies. 

C H A P. XIV. 

llonv Herod g t away from the King of Arabia , 
and made Hafie to go into Egypt, ami thence 
went in Ilajlc alfo to Rome ; and bow, by 
promifwg a great Deal of Money to Anthony , 
he obtained of the Senate, and of Cafir, to be 
made King oj the fries. 

§ I. A S for Herod, the great naileries he 
Jf\. was in did not dileourage him, but 
made him lharp in difeovering furpriflng un¬ 
dertakings ; for he went to Malchus, king ol 
Arabia, whom he had formerly been very kind 
to, in order to receive fomewhat byway ol re¬ 
quital, now he was in more than ordinary 
want of it ; and deffred he would let him have 
fome monev, either hv way ot loan, or as his 
free gift, on account of the many benefits he 
had received from him ; for not knowing what 
was become of his brother, he was in hade to 
redeem him out of the hand of his enemies, j 
as willing to give three hundred talents for the 
price ol his redemption. He alto took with 
him the fon of Phafaclus, who was a child of 
hut feven years of age, for this very reafon, 
that he might he an hoftage for the repayment 
of the money : Put there came meflfengers from 
Malchus to meet him, hv whom he was defil¬ 


ed to be gone ; for that the Parthians had hud 
a charge upon him not to entertain ELrod. 
This was only a pretence, which he made ufe 
of, that he might not be obliged m reitay him 
what he owed him ; and this he was farther in¬ 
duced to by the principal men among the Arabi¬ 
ans, that they might cheat him of what fums they 
had received from [his father] Antipater, and 
which he had committed to their fidelity. He 
made anlwer, that he did not intend to he 
troublcfome to them by his coming thither, 
hut that he defired only to difeourfe with them 
about certain affairs that were to him of the 
greateft importance. 

2. Hereupon he refolved to go away, and 
did go very prudently the road to Egypt ; and 
then it was that he lodged in a certain temple, 
for he had left a great many of his followers 
there. On the next day he came to Rhinoco- 

j lura, and there it was that he heard what was 

! befallen his brother. Though Malchus foon re¬ 
pented of what he had done, and came run¬ 
ning after Herod, but with no manner of fuc- 
ce fs ; for he was gotten a very great way off, 
and made haffe into the road Peluffum: and 
when the ftationary fliips that lay there hin¬ 
dered from failing to Alexandria, he went to 
their captains, by whofe affiftance, and that 
out of much reverence of, and great regard to 
him, he was conducted into the city [Alexan¬ 
dria] and was retained there by Cleopatra ; 
yet was fhc not able to prevail with him to 
ftay there, becaufe he was making haffe to 
Rome, even though the weather was flormy, 
and he was informed that the affairs of Italy 
were very tumultuous, and in great diforder. 

3. So he let fail from thence for Pamphylia, 
and falling into a violent ftorm, he had much 
ado to efcape to Rhodes, with the lofs of the 

j fhip’s burthen; and there it was that two of 

I his friends, Sappinas and Ptolemeus, met with 
him: And' as he found that city very much 
damaged in the war againft Caffius, though he 
were in neceffity himfelf, he negleded not to 
do it a kindnefs, but did what he could to re¬ 
cover it to its former ftate. He alfo built there 
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a three-decked Ihip, and fct fail thence, with j| Atratimr, introduced Hciod info if, and cn~ 
fira, friends, for Italy, and came to the port of larged upon the b-neHs thev had received irrmi 
lirunuCrGum : And when lie was come from il his lather, and nut tiwin :n mind of the good- 
'•hence tc) Rome, he firft related to Antony what will he had home the Rom > * <• the lime 

]rail ImA'lcn'kiin in Judea ; and how Phafaelus, ; time, they a tv ulcd Anligoniv , a-A t..v hired him 
Ids brother, was Razed on by tire Parthians, and 1 an enemy, n«A only heeaule < : h,. H.-mcr or- 
ptlt to death by them j and how Hyrcanus was ! petition to them, but tint he h ,d ttmv uut- 
cietained captiwe by them ; and how they had ; looked the Roman-', and taken the government 
made Antigonus king, who had promifed them from tlac Part Ilians. Upon '.l it li e Innate war, 
a fum of money, no lefs than a thoufand talents, irritated; and Antony inhumed :h m iaither, 
with five hundred women, who were to he of that it was for their advantage in the Parthian 
the principal families, and o£th<f Jcwifh flock ; 1 war that Herod fhould be king. 1 his feetned 
a ;ul that he had carried off the women by night; j good to all the; to tutors ; and fo they made a 


and that, by undergoing great many hard- 
ihips, he had efcaped the hands of his enemies : 
as alf'o, that his own relations were in danger 
of being beheged and taken; and that he had 
failed through a ft own, and contemned all tliefc 
terrible dangers of it, in order to come, as foon 
as poilible, to him, who was his hope and only 
ftiecour at this time. 

4. This account made Antony commiferate 
• the change that had happened in Herod’s 
condition; and reafoning with himfelf, that 
this was a common cafe among thofc that are 
placed in fuch great dignities, and that they 
are liable to the mutations that come from for¬ 
tune, he was very ready to give him the affift- 
ance he defired ; and this, becaufe he called to 
mind the friendlhip he had had with Antipater, 
becaufe Herod offered him money to make him 
king, as he had formerly given it him to 
make him tetrarch; and chiefly becaufe of his 
hatred to Antigonus : for he took him to he a 
feditious perfon, and an enemy to the Romans. 
Cm far was alfo the forwarder to raife Herod’s 
dignity, and to give him his afiiltancc in what 
lie defired, on account of the toils of war which 
he had himfelf undergone with Antipater, his 
father, in Egypt, and of the hofpitality he had 
treated him withal, and the kindnefs he had 
always fhewn him ; as alfo to gratify Antony, 
who was very zealous for Herod. So a fenate 
was convocated ; and Meffala firli, and then 
• 

* (Concerning the chronology of Herod, and the time 
when he was firft made king at Rome; and concerning 
the time when he began his fecond reign,.without a rival. 


decree accordingly. 

5. And this was the prim dp d inflancc of 
Antony's affedion for Herod, the be not on¬ 
ly procured him a kingdom whivh 1m did not 
expedt ; (for he did not come wkh an inten¬ 
tion to afk the kingdom for himfelf, which lie 
did not fuppofe the Romans would .grant him, 
who ufed to bellow it on fome of the royal 
family; but intended to ddire it for his wife’s 
brother, who was grandfnn l>v his father to 
Ariftobulus, and to Ilyrcanus by his mother) 
but that he procured it for him fo fuddenly, 
that he obtained what he did not exped, and 
departed out of Italy in fo iiw days as (even in 
all. This young man [the grandion] Ilctod 
afterward took care to have hair;, as wc lhali 
Ihew in its proper place. But uhtn the fenate 
was diffolvcd, Anthony and Carter went out of 
the fenate-huufc, with Herod between them, 
and with the confabs and other magillrates be¬ 
fore them, in order to ofllr (artifices, and to 
lay up their decrees in the capitol. Antonv 
alio leaded Ilerod the firli day of his reign. 
And thus did this man receive the kingdom, 
having obtained it on the hundred arid eighty- 
fourth olympiad, when Cains Domititis Calvi- 
hus was conlul the iecond time, and Cains A- 
finius Pollio [the firft time.] 

6. All this while Antigonus befieged thofe- 
that were in Mafada, who had plenty of all 

other 

-upon the conqucft aru! (laughter of Antigonus both prin¬ 
cipally derived from th^and the two next <.lsiptut> in 
Jofephus ; fee'the‘note Oil § 6 . and chap. x\. J to. 
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r<:hc.r necwTiries, hut were only in * want of; 
water, iulomuch, that on this occaiion Jolephus, j 
Herod’;! brother, was contriving; to run away 
Irom it, with two hundred of Ids dependents, j 
to the Arabians ; for he had heard that Malchus ! 
repented of the offences he had been guilty of i 
with regard to Herod; but God, by lending j 
rain in the night-time, prevented his going a- ; 
way ; Hr their citterns were thereby filled, and 
he was, under no neceftity of running awav on 
that ;ua ouut: but they were now of good cour¬ 
age, and the more fo,. becaule the lending that 
plenty of water which they had been in want 
of leaned a mark of Divine Providence ; fothey 
made a. lid-!y, and fought hand to hand with i 
Antigen us’s ibldlers, with ferae openly, witli 
feme privately, and deftroyed a great number 
of them. At the fame time Ventidius, tire ge¬ 
neral of the Romans, was lent out of Syria, to 
drive the Parthians out of it, and marched after 
' them into Judea, in pretence indeed to fuccour 
Jofeph, but in reality the whole affair was no 
more than a ft rata gem, in order to get money 
of Antigen us : So they pitched their camp very ; 
near to Jerufalem, and wiped Antigonus of a 
great deal of money, and then he retired him-.' 
Self with the greater part of the army ; but that 
the wickednels he had been guilty of might .j 
not be found out, be left Silo there, with a : 
certain part of his loldicrs, with whom alfo Anti- .j 
gnnus cultivated an acquaintance, that he might 
cause him no difturbance. and was ftiil in hopes i 
that the Parthians would come again and de¬ 
fend him. 


C 1-1 A P. XV. . . | 

How Herod failed out of Italy to Judea , and\ 
fought with Antigonus ; and what other j 
'Thing J happen id in 'Judea about that Time. 

§ x. T> Y this time Herod had failed out of 
13 Italy to Ptoletnais, and had gotten 
together no Iinall army, both of ftrangers and 
of his own countrymen, and marched through 


Galilee againft Antigonus. Silo alfo, and 
Ventidius, came and affifted him, being pc; 
loaded by Dellius, who was fent by Antony to 
allift in bringing back Herod. Now far Venti¬ 
dius, be was employed in compo r nig..the-rdif- 
turbances that had been made in the cities by 
the means of the Parthians ; and for Silo, Ire 
was iii Judea indeed, but corrupted by Antigo¬ 
nus. However, as Herod went along, bis 
army increafed every day, and all Galilee, "With 
home Iinall exception, joined him: but as he 
was marching, to, thole that were in Maf 
fada (for he was obliged to endeavour to 
Gave thofe that were in that fortrefs, now 
they were beiieged, becaule they Were Jiis re ¬ 
lations) Joppa was an hindcrance to him ; 
for it was neceffary for him to take that place 
hr ft. it being a city at variance with him ; that 
no ftrong hold might be left in his enemies 
hands behind him T-, hen be lbould go to Jeru¬ 
falem : And when Silo made this a pretence 
for riling up frofn Jerufalem, and was there¬ 
upon purfued by the Jews, .Herod fell upon- 
them with a fmall body of men, and both put 
the Jews to flight, and Awed Silo, when he 
was very poorly able to defend himfelf; but 
when Herod had taken Joppa, he made halle 
to fet free thofe of his family that were in Maf- 
fada. Now of the people of the country, fome 
joined him becaufe of the friendlliip they had 
had with his father, and fome becaufe of the 
fplendii) appearance he. made, and others by 
way of requital for the benefits they had, re¬ 
ceived from both of them, but the greateft 
number came to him in hopes of getting fomc- 
what from him afterward, if he were once 
firmly fettled in the kingdom, 

2. Herod had now a ftrong army ; and as 
he marched on, Antigonus laid fnares and am- 
bulbes in the pafles .and places moft proper for 
them, but in truth he thereby did little or no 
damage to the enemy; So Herod received thofe 
of his family out of Meflada, and the.fortrels 
ReflTa, and then went on for Jerufalem. The 

foldiery 


* This grievous want of V’ater ... JVlailada, till die place 
.had like to have Hen takenH P.-vAla:--., mentioned. 


both here, and of the War, B. I. chap. xv. § I- is an iiy- 
dicalion that it was now fummer-time, 
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foldicry alfo that was with Silo accompanied 
Yftv ’ " ,fr , as did many of the citizens, be- 
1" nis power : and as foon as he had 

-amp on the weft fide of the city, 
idle. . ^lihat were fet to guard that part, 

mot their arrows, and threw their darts at him ; 
and when feme (allied out in a croud, and came 
to light hand to hand with the lirft ranks of 
Herod’s army, he gave orders, that they fhould, 
in t* lirft place, make proclamation about the 
wall, Shat “ he cameibr the good of the people, 
and for the prefervjtion of the city, and not to 
hear any old grudge at even his mod open ene¬ 
mies, but ready to forget the offences which 
Ins great eft adverfaries had done him.” But 
Antigonus, by way of reply to what Herod 
had caufed to he proclaimed, and this before 
i he Romans, and before Silo alfo, laid, That 

they would not do juftly if they gave the 
kingdom to Herod, who was no more than a 
private man, and an Idumcan, i. c. * an half 
few; whereas they ought to beftow it on one 
of the royal family, as their cuflotn was ; for 
that in cafe they at prefent bear any ill-will to 
him, and had rcfolvcd to deprive him of the 
kit Horn, as having received it from the Parthi- 
atih, yet were there many others of his family 
that might by their law take it, and thefe fuch 
as had no way offended the Romans, and be¬ 
ing of the facerdotal family, it would be an 
unworthy thing to put them by.” Now while 
they faid thus one to another, ^nd fell to re¬ 
proaching one another on both fides, Antigo- 
nus permitted his own men that were upon the 
wall to defend thetnfelvcs, who uftng their 
ShtWs, and (hewing great alacrity agamft their 
enemies, ealily drove them away from die 
towers. 

3. And- now it was that Silo difeovered that 
he had taken bribes: for lie fet a good number 
of his foldiers to complain aloud of the want of 
provilions they were in, and to require money 

* This affirmation of A.itigc.vmn, fpoken in the -days of 
Pored, and in a manner to At face, that he was an Llu- 
i.*e. an half Ji’iv, let .ns 10 me of much greater 
A uthority than that pretence of his favourite and flatterer 
-ftpolaus of Damafcus, that he derived his pedigree from 
the Jews as far backward at the Jbabylonilh captivity, ch. 
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to buy them food, and that it was lit to let 
them go into places proper for winter-quarter-, 
imee the places near the city were a dclurt, bv 
reafon that Antigonus's loldiers had carried ad 
away ; fo he let the army upon rcmmTng, and 
endeavoured to march away ; But flcrcal prof- 
fed Silo not to depart; and exhorted Silo’s cap¬ 
tains and foldiers not to defert him, when C:e- 
far and Antony, and the fenate, had lent him 
thither; for that he would provide them plenty 
of all the things they wanted, ami ealily pro¬ 
cure them a great abundance of what they re¬ 
quired ; after which intreaty he "immediately 
went out into the country, and left not the 
leaft pretence to Silo for his departure ; lor he 
brought an unexpected quantity of provilions, 
and lent to thofe friends of his who: inhabited 
about Sainaria, to bring down corn, and wine, 
and oil, and cattle, and all other provilions, to 
Jericho, that there might he no want of a ftipply 
for the foldiers for the time to come. Antigo¬ 
nus was fenfible of this, and fent picftmlv ov L r 
the country fuch as might reihain and lie in 
ambulh for thofe that went out for proviiion. 
So tilde men obeyed the orders of Antigonus, 
and got together a great number of armed men 
about Juicho, and fat upon the mountains, and 
watched thofe that brought the provilions. 
However, Herod was not idle in the meantime, 
for he took ten hands of loldieis, of whom, 
five were of the Romans, and live of the fews, 
with fome mercenaries among them, and with 
feme few horfemen, and came to Jericho ; and 
as they found the city ddlrted, but that live- 
hundred of them had fettled thcmlclvcs on the 
tops of the lulls, with their wives and chddrcm, 
thofe he took, and lent away ; hut the Remans 
fell upon the city, and plundered ft, and Acrid 
the lioufes full of all loro. of good thii go Sc 
the king left a garrilon at Jericho, and ca.rr.c 
Lack again, and lent the Roman army to take 

their 

i. § 3. Acceitlmgly Jofophii» alwny* < ficenv 1 mi .in Ida- 
mean, lliougli lie ftv.s hit fail or Ann;.,.a i v\.is of il.i lame 
people with tlie Jiws, ch. w:i. j 1. at..! by bird* .1 Jew, 
Antiq.fi. XX. ch. viii. $ 7. ns indeed !i (acli ptofJyus (.1 
iuflice as the Iduine.ms? wu, in t n.t - Itccnit .; the civ 
Jlum- people wi.L the Jev.c. 
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their winter-quarters in the countries that were 
come over to him, Judea, and Galilee, and Sa¬ 
maria. And fo much did Antigonus gain of 
Silo for the bribes he gave him, that partofthe 
army flipuld be quartered at Lidda, in order to 
to pleafe Antony. So the Romans laid their 
weapons afidc, and lived in plenty of all things. 

4. But Hand was not pleafed with lying 
hill, but font out his brother Joieph againft: 1- 
dumca with two thouland armed footmen, and 
four hundred horfetnen, while hehimfelf came 
to Samaria, and left his mother and his other 
relations ther#; for they were already gone out 
of Mafada, and went into Galilee, to take cer¬ 
tain places which were held by the garrifons of 
Antigonus ; and he palled on to Sepphoris, .as 
God lent a fnow ; while Antigonus’s garrifons 
withdrew themfelves, and had great plenty of 
provihons. He alfo went thence, and refolved 
to deftroy thofe robbers that dwelt in the caves, 
and did much mifehief in the country; fo he 
lent a troop of horfemen, and three companies 
of armed footmen, againft them. They were 
-very near to a village called /lrbcla; and on 
the fortieth day after-he came himfelf, with his 
whole army : and as the enemy fallied out 
boldly upon him, the left wing of his army 
gave way ; but he appearing with a body of 
men, put thofe to flight who were already 
conquerors, and recalled his men that ran a- 
way. He alfo prelfed upon his enemies, and 
purfued them as far as the river Jordan, though 
they ran away by different roads. So he 
brought over to him all Galilee, excepting thofe 
that dwelt in the caves, and dillributcd money, 
to every one of his foldiers,' giving them an 
hundred and fifty drachmae apiece, and much 
more to their captain", and lent them into 
winter-quarters : at which time Silo came to 
} im, an 1 }.is commanders with him, becaufe 
Antigonus would not give them provifions any 
longer; for lie iiipplied them for no more than 
one month ; nay, he had lent to all the coun¬ 
try about, and ordered them to carry off the 
provifions that were there, and retire to the 
mountains, that the Romans might have no 
provifions to live upon, and fo might periih by 


famine : But Herod committed the cafe of that 
matter to Pheroras, his youngeft brother, and 
ordered him to repair Alexandrium alfo Ac¬ 
cording he quickly made the foldier' abound 
with great plenty of provifions^ and '-built 
Alexandrium, which had been before delolate. 

5 ;. About this time k was that Antony 
continued fometime at Athens, snd that Venti- 
dius, who was now in Syria, fent for Silo, and 
commanded him to affift Herod in thewirft 
place to finifh the prefent war, and thtn to 
lend for their confederates, for the war they 
were themfelves engaged in ; but as for Herod, 
he went in hafte againft the robbers that were 
in the caves, and fent Silo away to Ventidius 
while he marched againft them. Thefe caves 
were in mountains that were exceeding abrupt, 
and in their middle were no other than preci¬ 
pices, with certain entrances into the caves, 
and thofe caves were encompaffed with fharp 
rocks, and in thefe did the robbers lie conceal¬ 
ed, with all their families about them ; but the 
king caufed certain dhefts to be made, in order 
to deftroy them, and to be hung down, bound 
about with iron chains, by an engine, from 
the top of the mountain ; it being not poflible 
to get up to them by reafon of the fharp afeent 
of the mountains, nor to creep down to them 
: from above. Now thefe chefts were filled with 
I armed men, who had long hooks in their 
hands, by which they might pull out fuch as 
j-efifted them, and then tumble them down, 
and kill them by fo doing; but the letting the 
chefts down proved to be a matter of great 
danger, becaufe of the vaft depth they were 
to be let down, although they had their pibr- 
vifions in the chefts themfelves : But when 
the chefts were let down, and not one of 
thofe in- the mouths of the caves durft come 
near them, but lay ftill out of fear, fome of the 
armed men girt on their armour, and by both 
their hands took hold of the chain by which the 
chefts were let down, and went into the mouths 
of the caves, becaufe they fretted that fuch de¬ 
lay was made by the robbers not daring to' 
come out of the caves $ and when they were 
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any of tKofc mouths, they fird killed many j 
of thole that were in the mouths \elth their 
darts, And afterward pulled thole to them that 
1 ciifteJ. tf-iain with their hooks, and to nh’cd j 
dowiw'.o precipices, and alterward.-. v,t u j 
iurto the caves, a nil killed many more, and then 
went into their chelb; again, and lay Hill there ; 
hut upon this, terror lei/.ed the red, when they 
hca&d the lamentations that wetc made, and 
they defpaired of deeping : However, when the 
slight came on, that put an end to the whole 
work ; and as tire king proclaimed pardon by | 
an herald to inch as delivered themfelves up to 
him, null', accepted of the oiler. The lame 
method of a (fault was made ufc of the next 
day ; and they went farther, and got out in 
balkets to fight them, and fought them at their 
doors, and lent lire among them, and lot their 
eaves on fire, for there was a great deal of 
combullible nutter within them. Now there 
was one old man, who was caught within one 
of tliefe caves, with (even children and a wife ; 
thcle prayed them to give them leave to go out, 
and yield themfelves up to the enemy ; but he 
Hood at the cave’s mouth, and always Hew 
that child of his who went out, till he had dc- 
Hroyed them every one ; and after that he flew 
his wife, and call their dead bodies down the 
precipice, and himfclf after them, and fo un¬ 
derwent death rather than llavery : but before 
he did this, he greatly reproached Herod with 
the meannefs of his family, although lie was 
then king : Herod alfo law what be was do¬ 
ing, and fl.rctch.ed out his hand, and offered 
lliin all manner of fecurity for his life. By 
which means all thefe caves were at length 
fubdued entirely. 

6 . And when the king had fet Ptolemy over 
thefe parts of the country as his general, he 
went to Samaria, with fix hundred horfemen, 
and three thoufand armed footmen, as intend¬ 
ing to fight Antigonus. But ftill this com¬ 
mand ' of the army did not fucceed well with 
Ptolemy ; but thofe that had been troublefome 
' to Galilee before, attacked him, and flew him; 
and when they had done this, they fled among 
the lakes and places almoft inacceffible, laying 
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watte andn!undarmy w.; e lueverthev c <<>.• ' ; come 
at in fju lc places. ih'iud to.>n to; tuned, 

! and n'.miffed them lor v, h g ilry 1. ni done . f >»• 
lomr o thef.* re cl-' he iff'.v, cuff P.Iu - ; of iheiV. 
wi.o leu! d : >• the fir, \g I.• I:: -, f.o fffieerd, 
.uufimti. flew them and deinolifhed their hiong 
' h'H'.is: And when h.e had thus put an cud to 
their rebellion, lie laid a fine upon the cities of 
an hundred talents. 

7. In the mean time Pacores wis fallen in a 
battle, and the Parthians were defeated, when 
Ventidius fent Macheras to the afhllance of 
Herod, with two legions, and a thouland horfe- 
inen, while Antony eircouraged him to make 
bafle. But Macheras, at the tiie infligation of 
Antigonus, without the approbation of Thtod, 

j as being corrupted by money, vent about to 
take a view of his affairs ; but Ankgnuns fuf- 
pc&ing this intention of Isis ecuvff'g, did not 
admit him into the city, but kept him at a cliff 
tance with flinging Hones at him, nr.J plainly 
fhewed what he himlelf meant. Put when Ma¬ 
cheras was fenfibic that Ileiod had given him 
good advice, and that he had made a milhake 
himlelf in not hearkening to that advice, he re¬ 
tired to the city Emma us; and u hat Jews lie jik t 
with lie flew them, whether thev were enemies 
or friends, out of the rage he was in at what 
hardlhips he had undergone. The king was 
provoked at this conduct of lib, end went to 
Samaria, and rffolved to go to Antony about 
theie affairs, and to inform him that he Hoed 
in no need of inch helpers, who did him more 
mifehief than they did his enemies, and that 
he was able of himlelf to beat Antigonus ; but 
Macheras followed him, and defined that he 
would not go to Antony, or if he was refolvcd 
to go, that he would join ins brother Jofcph 
with him, and let them fight againll Antigonus. 

| So he was reconciled to Macheras, upon his 
earned, entreaties. Accordingly he left Joleph 
' there with his army, hut charged him to run 
no hazards, nor to quarrel with Macheras. 

8. But for his own part, he made haflc to 
Antony (who was then at the fiege of Same fa¬ 
ta, a. place upon Euphrates) with his troops, 

6 M both 
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both horfemcn and footmen, to he auxiliaries 
to him : And when he came to Antioch, and 
met there a great number oi' men gotten toge¬ 
ther, that were very delirous to go to Antony, 
but tlurfl not venture to go out of lear, bceaule j 
the Barbarians fell upon men on the road, and 
flew many ; lo he encouraged them, and be¬ 
came their condudlor upon the road. Now 
when they were within two davs march of 
Samoiata, the Barbarians had laid an airthufh 
there to diflurb thole that came to Antony ; 
arid where the woods made the palles narrow, 
as they led to the plains, there they laid not a 
few of their horfemeii, who were to lie fliil 
until thole paiTengers were gone by into the 
wide place. Now as loon as the fil'd ranks 
■were gone by (lor Herod brought on the rear) 
thofe that lay in ambulli, who were about 
live hundred, fell upon them on the fudden ; 
and when they had put the lor cm oft to flight, 
the king came ruling hard, with the forces 
that were about him, and immediately drove 
back the enemy ; by which means he made the 
minds of his own men courageous, and embol¬ 
dened them to go on, ini'omuch, that thole who 
ran away before, now returned hack, and the 
Barbarians were flain on all licles. The king 
alfo went on killing them, and recovered all the 
baggage, among which were a great number of 
beads lor burden, and of flaxes, and proceeded 
on in his march ; and whereas there were a great 
number of thole in the woods that attacked 
them, and were near the pa dirge that led into 
the plain, he made a Bally upon thefe alfo with 
a ftrong body of men, and put them to ilight, 
and Hew many of them, and thereby rendered 
the wav'iale ior thole that came after; and 
thefe called Iicrod their iaviour and protector. 

9. And when he was near to Samofata, 
Antony font out his army in all their proper 
habiliments to meet him, in order to pay He¬ 
rod this refpeH, and becaufe of the abidance he 
had given him ; ior he had heard what attacks 
the Barbarians had made upon him [in Judea ] 
He alfo was very glad to fee him there, as 
having been aeejuainted with the great adions 
he had performed upon the road| So he enter-. 


tained him very kindly, and could not but ad * 
mire his courage. Antony alfo embraced him 
as foon as he faw him, and faluted him after a 
mod affectionate manner, and ,g:.- r e hipvthe 
upper hand, as having hiinlelf lately made him 
' a king : and in a little time Antiochus deliver¬ 
ed up the fort refs, and on that account this war 
was at an end ; then Antony committed the 
red to Solius, and gave him orders to affid He ¬ 
rod, and went himfelf to Egypt. According!) 
Solius lent two legions before into Judea to the 
abidance of Herod, and he followed himfeh 
with the body of the army. 

10. Now Jofeph was already flam in Judea, 
in the manner following : He forgot what 

; charge Ids brother Herod had given him when 
he went to Antony; and when he had pitched 
his camp among the mountains, for Mach eras 
had lent him live regiments, with thefe he 
; went hadily to Jericho, in order to reap the 
corn thereto belonging ; and as the Roman re- 
; giments were but newly raifed, and were im~ 

1 Ikilful in war, for they were in great part col- 
j icdlcd out of Syria, he was attacked by the ene¬ 
my, and caught in thofe places of difficulty, 
and was himfelf flain, as he was fighting brave¬ 
ly, and the whole army was lod, for there 
; were fix regiments flain. So when Antigonus 
i had got • polfeffion of the dead bodies, he cut 
off Jofeph’s head, although Pheroras his bro¬ 
ther would have redeemed it at the price of 
fifty talents. After which defeat, the Galileans 
revoked from their commanders, and took 
thofe of Herod’s party, and drowned them in 
the lake, and a great part of Judea was become 
feditious; but Macheras fortified the place Git- 
ta [in Samaria.] 

11. At this time meffengers came to Herod 
and informed him of what had been done ; and 
when he was come to Daphne by Antioch, 

’ they told him of the ill fortune that had befal¬ 
len his brother; which yet he expended, from 
certain vifions that appeared to him in his 
dreams, which clearly forefliewed his brother’s i 
death. So he hallened his march ; and 'when 
he came to mount Libanus, he received about 

ciglv; 
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fl^ht hundred of the men of that place, having 
already with him alfo one Roman legion, and 
with thefe he came to Ptolemais. He alfo 
man^ hadj jl>w\ce by night with his army, and 
pfcQce^deil rffong Galilee. Here it was that the 
cn&mymet him, and fought him, and were 
beaten, and dint up in the fame place of 
itrength whence they had fallied out the day 
before. So he attacked the place in the morn¬ 
ing, but by reafon of a great florin that was 
then very violent, he was able to do nothing, 
but drew off his army into the neighbouring 
villages; yet as foon as the other legion that 
Antony lent him was come to his abidance, 
ihofe that were in garrifon in the place were 
afraid, and deferted it in the night-time. Then 
did the king march haltily to jcricho, intend¬ 
ing to avenge hiinfelf on the enemy for the 
daughter oi his brother ; and when lie had 
pitched his tents, he made a feaft for the 
principal commanders ; and after this collation 
was over, and he had difmiffed his guefts, he 
retired to his own chamber : and here may one 
•ee what kindnefs God had for the king ; for 
the upper pair of the houfe fell down when no¬ 
body was in it, and fo killed none, infomucli, 
that all the people believed that Ilerod was be¬ 
loved of God, fince he had cfcaped fuch a great 
and furprifmg danger. 

12. But the next day fix thoufand of the 
enemy came clown from the tops of the moun¬ 
tains to fight the Romans, which greatly terri¬ 
fied them ; and the foldiers that were in light 
armour came near, and pelted the king’s guards 
that were come out with darts and Rones, and 
one of them hit him on the fide with a dart. 
Antigonus alfo fent a commander againft Sa¬ 
maria, whofe name was Pappus , with fonic 
forces; being defirous to fhew the enemy how 
potent he was, and that he had men to fpare 
in his war with them: He fat down to oppofe 
Machcras; but Herod, when he had taken five 
cities, took fuch as were left in them, being a- 


bout two thoufand, and flew them, and burn* 
the cities themfclvcs, and then returned to go 
againft I’appus, who was encamped at a village 
called Jfauas : and there ran in to -him mans' 
out of Jericho and judea, near to which plaew. 
he was, and the enemy fell upon his’men, io 
flout were they at thisj time, and joined haul 
with them, but he beat them in the fight; and 
in order to he revenged on them for the /laugh¬ 
ter of his brother, lie purfued them fharply, and 
killed them as they ran away : and as the 

houfes were full of armed men, and many of 
them ran as far as the tops of the houfes, he 
got them under his power, and pulled down the 
roofs of the houfes, and law the lower rooms 
full of foldiers that were caught, and lay all cm 
a heap; fo they threw Hones down upon them 
as they lay piled one upon another, and there¬ 
by killed them : nor was there a more fright¬ 
ful fpebtaclc in all the war than this, where be 
yond the walls an immenfc multitude of dead 
men lay heaped one upon another. This ac ¬ 
tion it was which chiefly brake the fpirits of the 
enemy, who expect ed now what would come, 
for there appeared a mighty number of people 
that came from places far diflant, that were 
now about the village, but then ran away ; and 
had it not been for the depth of winter, which 
then reftrained them, the king’s army had pre- 
fently gone to Jerufaletn, as being very cour¬ 
ageous at this good fucccfs, and the whole work 
had been done immediately; for Antigonus was 
already looking about how he might fly away, 
and leave the city. 

13. At this time the king gave order that 
the foldiers fhould go to flipper, for it was late 
at night, while he went into a chamber to uV 
the bath, for he was very weary : and here it 
was that he was in the great eft danger, which 
yet, by God’s providence, he efcaped ; lor as 
he was naked, and had but one iervant that 
followed him, to be with him while he was ba¬ 
th Ac 

o 


* If* may be worth our obfervation here, that thefe fol¬ 
diers of Ilerod could not have gotten upon the tops of 
thefe houks which were full of enemies, in order to pull 
up the unner Hirers, and deftroy them beneath, but by 


ladders from the octflde ; which ihuiliMtc . fnme texts in 
the New Tefiamcnr, by wJ.uli it ajipc.nu that uu-n ufed to 
afeend thither by bidders on the outfide-* So N et- - \»y. 
17. Mark x iii. it;. I.uke v. '■) wii. 31. 
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thin;; in an inner room, certain of the enemy, 
who were in their armour, and had tied thither 
out oi tear, were then in the place; and as he 
was bathing, the iirft of them came out with 
his naked (word drawn, and went out at the 
doors, and after him a fecond, and a third, arm¬ 
ed in like manner, and were under inch a 
conldernation, that they did no hurt to the king, 
and thought theinfelves to have come off very 
well in fullering no harm thcmlelves in their 
getting out of the houfe. However, on the 
next day, he cut olf the head of Pappus, for 
he was already llain, and lent it to Pheroras, as 
a punifhmcnt of what their brother had fullered 
by his means, for he was the man that flew him 
with his own hand. 

14. When the rigour of winter was over, 
Herod removed his army and came near to Je- 
rufalem, and pitched Iris camp hard by the city. 
Now this was the third year imee he had been 
made king at Rome; and as he removed his 
camp, and came near that part of the wall 
where it could be mod eafily affaulted r he pitch¬ 
ed that camp before the temple, intending to 
make his attacks in the fame manner as did 
Pompcv; fo lie cncompafled the place with three 
bulwarks, and eroded towers, and employed a 
great many hands about the work, and cut 
down the trees that were round about the city ; 
and when he had appointed proper perfons to <■ 
overfee the works, even while the army lay be¬ 
fore the city, he hiinlclf went to Samaria to 
complete his marriage, ;nd to take to wife the 
daughter of Alexander, ti.c ion of Arilloimlus ; 
for he had betrothed her already, as 1 have be¬ 
fore related. 


CHAP. XVI. 

flow Herod , when he had warrfed Mariamne , 
tm ' ferufdem , with the AJJiJiance of Sofius , 
/•v tone: And h:w the Government of the 
^lpiwone.nis was put. an Knd to. 

§ i. A fTRR the wedding was over, came 
Sofn is through Phenicia, having fent 
out his army before him over the midland parts. 


OF THE JEWS. 

lie alfo, who was their commander, came 
hiinlclf, with a great number of horfemen and 
footmen. The king alio came hiiniclr from 
Samaria, and brought with him n 4 > liiiali artm . 
bolides that which was there be! we, tor tlgy 
were about thirty thoufand'; and they, all ate; 
together at the walls of Jerufalein, and encamp¬ 
ed at the north wall of the city, being now an 
armv of eleven legions, armed men on foot, 
and fix thoufand horfemen, with other auxili¬ 
aries cut of Syria. The generals were two, 
Sofius, fent by Antony to allilf Herod, and 
Herod on his own account, in order to take ’.lie 
government from Antigonus, who \va,. declared 
an enemy at Rome, and that he might himielt 
be king, according to the decree of the lenate 
2. Now the Jews that were incloied within 
the walls of the city fought again!! Herod with 
great alacrity and zeal (for the whole nation 
was gathered together) ; they alfo gave cm: 
many prophecies about the temple, and maim 
things agreeable to the people, as it God would 
deliver them out of the dangers they were in , 
They had alfo carried off what was out of tin 
city, that they might not leave any thing to 
afford fuftenance either for men or for beads ; 
and by private robberies they made the want of 
neceffaries greater. When Herod underffood 
this, he oppofed ambufhes in the fitted places 
againft their private robberies, and he fent le¬ 
gions of armed men to bring in provifrons, and 
that from remote places ; fo that in a little time 
they had great plenty of provifrons. Now the 
three bulwarks were eafily eredted, becaufe fo 
many hands were continually at work upon it; 
for it was fummer-time, and there was nothing 
to hinder them in railing their works, neither 
from the air, nor from the workmen : So they 
brought their engines to bear, and fhook the 
walls of the city, and tried all manner of ways 
to get in ; yet did not thole within difeover any 
fear, but they alfo contrived not a few engines 
to oppofe their engines withal. They alfo Ral¬ 
lied out, and burnt not only thofe engines that/ 
wgre not yet perfedted, but thofe that were 
and when they came hand to hand, their at¬ 
tempts 
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tempts were not lei's bold than thole of t! e 
Romans, though they wgre behind them in 
ikiII. T[iey alfo created new works when the 
fibriluined ; and making mines undcr- 
met gach other, and fought there ; j 
aim mrfking ufc of brutifh courage, rather than | 
of prudent valour, they perfilted in this war 
:o tf.e very laid : And this they did while a 
mighty army lay round about them, and while 
biey were diftrefled by famine and the want 
of nocelhiries; for this happened to be a fab- 
balic year. The firft that fealed the walls 
were twenty ehofen men, the next were So- 
fius’s centurions ; for the firft wall was taken 
in forty days, and the fecund in fifteen more, 
when Ionic of the cloifters that were about the 
temple were burnt; which Herod gave out to j 
-have been burnt by Antigonus, in order to ex- j 
pole him to the hatred of the Jews. And | 
when the outer court of the temple, and the 
lower city, were taken, the Jews lied into the 
inner court of the temple, and into the upper 
city ; but now fearing left the Romans Ihould 
hinder them from offering their daily facrifices 
to God, they lent an amballagc, and deiired 
that they would only permit them to bring in 
beafts for facrifices, which Herod granted, 
hoping they were going to yield : But when 
he law that they did nothing of what he lup- 
poled, but bitterly oppofed him, in order to 
preferve the kingdom to Antigonus, he made 
an aftault upon the city, and took it by ftorm; 
and now all parts were full of thofe that were 
llain, by the rage of the Romans at the long 
duration of the fiege, and by the zeal of the 
Jews that were on Herod’s fide, who were not 
willing to leave one of their adverfaries alive; 
fo they were murdered continually in the nar- j 
row ftreets, and in the houfes by crowds; and 
as they were Hying to the temple for fhelter, | 
and there was no pity taken of either infants or ! 
the aged, nor did they fpare fo much as the I 
weaker fex ; nay, although the king lent about, 
and befought them to fpare the people, yet no- j 

* Note here, that Jofephus fully and frequently aiTures 
>n, that there palled above three years between Herod’s 
firft obtaining the kingdom at Rome, and his fecund ob- 
. ;* .1,. oh An. 
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j bodv teftrained their h;ind from li.m -km . f. r, 
as il t ,'r-v were <t company ol madmen, tf , ■ 
fell upon nerfons of all ages, without diilim - 
tinn ; ami then Antigonus, witlnsu icg.ml to 
either his pall or preient circumtlam m, amc 
down from the citadel, and fell down the fe, t 
ol Sofius, who took no pity of him in the t hairy 
of his fortune, but inlultcd him bcvy'nd hum.- 
lure, and called him ^hither,a,\ ( 7 . r. a woman, 

, and not a man] ; yet did not lie ire it him as 
if he were a woman, by letting lorn go .it liber- 
j tv, but put him into bonds, and kept him in 
i dole cullodv. 

3. Awn now Herod having overcome his 
enemies, his care was to govern thole foreigners 
who had been bis alhllanls ; for the crowd of 
ftrar.gers ruflied to lee the temple, and the i.t- 
cred things in the temple : But the king think¬ 
ing a vielory to he a more feverc alike!ion than 
a defeat, if any of thole things which it was 
not lawful to fee ihould he leen hv them, uled 
intreaties and threatenings, and even fomc- 
times force itl’cll, to rellrain tliem. He alio 
prohibited the ravage that was made in the 
city, and many times alked Sohur, whether the 
Romans would empty the city both <1 money 

| and men, and leave him king ol a deiart ? and 
told him, that he efteemed the dominion over 
the whole habitable earth as by no means an 
equivalent (ntisfudion for (neb a murder of ltd 
citizens : And when he laid, that this murder 
was juftly to be permitted the foldiers, for the 
liege they had undergone, lie replied, that he 
would give every one their reward out of his 
own money, and by this means lie redeemed 
what remained of the city from dcftruAion ; 
and he performed what he had promiied him,In; 
he gave a noble prelent to ever v loldier, and a 
proportionable preient to their commanders, 
but a moll royal preient to Sofius limited, till 
they all went away full of money. 

4. This * dcllruAion befel the city of jerufi- 
!cm, when Marcus Agrippa and Ganinius Gaiko 

werc- 

gonus. The prefent hidevy of this interval twice men¬ 
tions the army’s going into wintcr-qu.,ntrw, which per¬ 
haps belonged to two levcral winters, chap. pi. § 3, 4. 

ami 
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were confuls of Rome, on llie hundred eighty 
and fifth olympiad,, on the third month r on 
the j'olcmnity of the fall, as if a periodical re¬ 
volution of calamities had returned fince that 
which 1 befel the Jews under Pompcy ; for the 
|ews were taken by him on the fame day, and 
this was after twenty-feven years time. So 
when Sofius had dedicated a crown of gold to 
God, he marched away from Jerufalem, and 
carried Antigonus. with him in bonds to An¬ 
ton)' ; but Herod was afraid left Antigonus 
ihould be kept in prifon [only] by Antony, 
and that when he was carried to Rome by 
him, he might get his caufe to be heard by the 
fenate, and might demonftrate, as he was him- 
felf of the royal blood, and Herod but a pri¬ 
vate man, that therefore it belonged to his fons 
however to have the kingdom, on account of 
the family they were of, in cafe he had him- 
felf offended the Romans by what he had 

nnd though Jofephus fays nothing how long they, lay in 
thofc winter-quarters, yet does he give fuch an account 
of the long and fludied delays of Ventidius Silo, and Ma- 
cheras, who were to fee Herod fettled in ljis new king¬ 
dom (but feem not to have had fufheient forces for 
that purpofe, and were for certain all corrupted.by An¬ 
tigonus to make the longed delays po(libit) and give us 
fuch particular accounts of the many great a&ions of 
Herod during the fame interval, as fairly imply that in¬ 
terval before Herod went to Samofata, to have been very 
< onfulerablc. However, wlut is wanting in Jofephus is 
.fully fupplied by Mofcs Chorenenfis, the Armenian hii- 
lonan, in his hiftory of the fame iniciv.il, 13 . 11. chap. 
:.yiii. where he duedUy a flu res us, that Tigrancs, then 
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done. Out of Herod’s fear of this it was, that 
he, by giving Antony a great deal of money, 
endeavoured to permadehim to have Antigonus 
flain, which if it were once dgK^- he fhould 
be free from fear. And thus diff f he gpvp’tl- 
ment of the Afamoneans ceafe, an hundred 
twenty and fix years after it ;was firft fet up. 
This family was a fplendid and an illuftrious 
one, both on account of the nobility of their 
ftock, and of the dignity of the high prieft- 
liood, as alfo for the glorious actions their an- 
ceftors had performed for our nation : but theic 
men loft the government by their diffentions 
one with another, and it came to Herod, the 
foil of Antipater, who was of no more than a 
vulgar family, and of no eminent extraction, 
but one that was fubjedt to other kings: And 
this is what hiftory tells us was the end of the 
Afamonean family. 

king of Armenia, and the principal manager of this Par¬ 
thian war, reigned two years after Herod was made king 
at Rome; and yet Antony did not hear of his death, in 
that very neighbourhood, at-Samofata, till he was come 
thither to befiege it: after which Herod brought him an 
army, which was 340 miles march, and through a diffi¬ 
cult country, full of enemies alfo, and joined with him in 
the fiege of Samofata till the city was taken; then Herod 
and Sofius march back-with their large armies the fame 
number of 340 miles* and when, in a little time, they fat 
down to befiege Jerulaiem, they were not able to take it, 
but by a fiege of five months. AH which put together 
fully fupplies what is wanting in Jofephus, and fecurec, 
the entire chronology ofthefe times beyond contradiHion. 
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BOOK XV. 

Containing the Interval of Eighteen Tears. 

[From the Death of Antigonus to the finilhing of the Temple by Herod,] 


CHAP. I. 

* 

Concerning Pollio and Samcas. • Herod flays the 
the Principal of Antimonies's Friends , and 
/foils the City of its Wealth. Antony beheads 
Antigonus. 

§ T TOW Sofius and Herod took Jeru- 
1—1 falem by force ; and befides that, 
M 1 how they took Antigonus captive, 
has been related by us in the foregoing book. 
We will now proceed in the narration. And 
fmee Iicrod had now the government of all 
Judea put into his hands, he promoted fuch of 
the private men in the city as had been of his 
party, but never left off avenging and punch¬ 
ing every day thole that had chofen to be of 
the party of his enemies : But Pollio, the Pha- 
rifee, and Sameas, a difciple of his, were ho¬ 
noured by him above all the reft ; for when Je- 
rufalem was befieged, they advifed the citizens to 
receive Herod, for which advice they were all 
requited: But this Philo, at the time when 
Herod was once upon his trial of life and death, 
foretold, in way of reproach, to Hyreanus and 
the other judges, how this Herod, whom they 
fuffered now to efcape, would afterward inllidt 
punifhment on them all; which had its com¬ 
pletion in time, while God fulfilled the words 
he had fpoken., 

2. At this time Herod, now he had got Je- 
rufalem under his power, carried off all the 
royal ornaments, and fpoiled the wealthy men 
of what they had gotten ; and when, by thefe 
means, he had heaped together a great quantity 
of fil’ver and gold, he gave it all to Antony, 
and his friends that were about him. He alfo 


flew forty-five of the principal men of Antigo- 
nus’s party, and fet guards at the gates of the 
city, that nothing might be carried out toge¬ 
ther with their dead bodies. They alfo fearch- 
ed the dead, and whatfoever was found, either 
of filver, or gold, or other treafure, it was car¬ 
ried to the king : Nor was there any end of the 
miferies he brought upon them ; and this dif- 
trefs was in part occafioned by the covetoufnefs 
of the prince regnant, who was (till in want of 
more, and in part by the fabbatic year, which 
was ftill going on, and forced the country to lie 
ftill uncultivated, iince we are forbidden to fow 
our land in that year. Now when Antony 
had received Antigonus as his captive, he de¬ 
termined to keep him againft his triumph ; but 
when he heard that the nation grew feditious,. 
and that, out of their hatred to Herod, they 
continued to bear good-will to Antigonus, he 
refolved to behead him at Antioch, for other- 
wife the jews could no way be brought to be 
quiet. And Strabo of Cappadocia attefts to 
what I have faid, when he thus fpeaks : “ An¬ 
tony ordered Antigonus the Jew to be brought 
to Antioch, and there to be beheaded ; and this 
Antony feetns to me to have been the very firft 
man who beheaded a king, as fuppofing he 
could no other way bend the minds of the Jews, 
fo as to receive Herod, whom he had made 
king in his Head, for by no torments could they 
be forced to call him king, fo great a fondnefs 
they had for their former king ; fo he thought 
that this difhonourable death would diminifh 
the value they had for Antigonus’s memory, 
and at the lame time would diminifh their ha¬ 
tred they bare to Herod.” Thus far Strabo. 

C II A I\. 
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CHAP. II. 

How Hyrcanus was Jet at Liberty by the Par- 
tbians , 'and returned to Herod: And what 
Alexandra did, when Jhe heard that Anane- 
lus was made High Prieji. 

§ i.JW TOW after Herod was in pofleffion of 
the kingdom, Hyrcanus the high 
prieft, who was then a captive among the Par- 
thians, came to him again, and was fet free 
from his captivity, in the manner following: 
Barzapharncs and Pacorus, the generals of the 
Parthians, took Hyrcanus, who was firft made 
high prieft, and afterward king, and Herod’s 
brother Phafaelus, captives, and were carrying 
them away into Parthia. Phafaelus indeed 
could not hear the reproach of being in bonds, 
and thinking that death, with glory, was better 
than any life whatfoever, he became his own 
executioner, as I have formerly related. 

2. But when Hyrcanus was brought into 
Parthia, the king Phraates treated him after a 
very gentle manner, as having already learned 
of what an illuftrious family he was ; on which 
account he fet him free from his bonds, and gave 
him an habitation at * Babylon, where there 
were jews in great numbers. Thefe Jews ho¬ 
noured Ilyicanus as their high prieft and king; 
- , did all the Jcvvilh nation that dwelt as far as 
Liuphrutes : which ielpeCl was very much to 
f:is iatisfadVion. But when he was informed 
But Hciod had received the kingdom, new 
ye:, came upon him, as having been himlelf 
Mill of a kind difpofition towards him; and ex- 
pecling that Herod would bear in mind what 
favour he bad received from him, and when he 
was upon his trial, and when he was in danger 
that a capital lenience would be pronounced a- 
giinft him, he delivered him from that danger, 
and from all punilhmeut. Accordingly he talk¬ 
ed of that matter with the Jews that came often 
to hi..! with great affection ; but they endea- 

* The city her* calls! 1 !ibylon by Jofephus (terns to be 
tw> v. ’n h was built by loine of the Sckuciihe upon the 
Tigris, \rhrh long after the utter dcfolation of old Baby- 
i m was v.omuiou’y fo cill-tl, and I ftippofe not far from 


voured to retain him among them, and defired 
that he would flay with them, putting him in 
mind of the kind offices and honours they did 
him, and that thole honours tlf&y**paid him 
were not at all inferior to what the 1 /' cov-M- pay 
to cither their high priefts or their kings : and 
whal was a greater motive to determine him, 
they faid, was this, that he could not have thole 
dignities [in Judea] bccaufe of that maim in his 
body, which had been infli£led on him by An- 
tigonus ; and that kings do not ufe to requite 
men for thofe 'feindnelles which they received 
when they were private perlons, the height ox 
their fortune making ufually no final! changes 
in them. 

3. Now although they fuggefted thefe argu¬ 
ments to him for his own advantage, yet did 
Plyrcanus ftill defirc to depart. Herod alio 
wrote to him, and perfuaded him to delire of 

, Phraates, and the jews that were there, that 
they Ihould not grudge him the royal authority, 
which he ihould have jointly with himlelf; for 
that now was the proper time for himfelf to 
! make him amends for the favours he had receiv- 
! ed from him, as having been brought up by 
him, and fi*ved by him alfo, as well as for Hvr- 
canus to receive it. And as he wrote thus to 
Hyrcanus, fo did he fend alfo Saramallas, his 
ambaflador, to Phraates, and many prefents 
with him, and defired him, in the moil obli¬ 
ging way, that he would be no hinderance to 
his gratitude towards his benefactor. But this 
zeal of llerod did not flow from that principle, 
but bccaufe he had been made governor of that 
country without having any juft claim to it, he 
was afraid, and that upon reafons good enough, 
of a change in his condition, and fo made what 
hafle he could to get Hyrcanus into his power, 
or indeed to put him quite out of the way : 
which laft thing he compafied afterward. 

4. Accordingly, when Hyrcanus came 
full of aflurance, by the permiffion of the king 

of. 

Scleucia ; juft as the later adjoining city Bagd.it has been, 
and is often called by the fame old name of Babylon till x 
this very day. 
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of P.irthia, and at the cxpcnce of the Jews, who 
fupplied him with money, Herod received him 
with all poffible refpeeb, and gave him the up¬ 
per pi'icryuflmblic meetings, and let him above 
i iX j|lfim n rrt^’ feafts, and thereby deceived him. 
He fcalleli him his father ; and endeavoured, by 
alt the ways poffiblc, that he might have noful- 
picion of any treacherous dcltgn againft him. 
lie abb did other things in order to let:lire his 
government, which yet oecahoned a fedition in 
h.is own family ; for being cautious how he 
m He any * iiluftrious perfon^Siyj high prieft of 
(tod, he lent for an obfeure pried out of Baby¬ 
lon, whole name was Ananclus , anil bellowed 
the high priefthood upon him. 

5. llowi.vr. r, Alexandra, the daughter of 
Hyrcanus, and wife of Alexander, the lbn of 
Ariftobulus the king, who had alfo brought A- 
lexander [two] children, could not bear this in¬ 
dignity. Now this fon was one of the greateft 
comelinefs, and was called Arijlobulus ; and the 
daughter, Mariamne,- was married to Herod, 
and eminent for her beauty alfo. This Alex¬ 
andra was much difturbed, and took this indig¬ 
nity offered to her fon exceeding ill, that while 
he was alive any one elfe lhould be font for to 
have the dignity of the high priefthood confer¬ 
red upon him. Accordingly ftie wrote to Cle¬ 
opatra, (a mufician affifting her in taking care 
to have her letters carried) to defire her intcr- 


ceflion with Antony, in order to gain the high 
priefthood for her fon- 

6. Bur as Antony was flow in granting this 


requeft, his friend f Dellius came into Judea 
upon feme affairs, and when he faw Ariftobulus, 
he flood in admiration at the tallnefs and hand- 


fomcnefs of the child, and no lefs at Mariamne 


the king’s wife, and was open in his commen¬ 
dations of Alexandra, as the mother of moll 


* Here vc have an eminent example of Herod's world¬ 
ly and profane politics, when by the abate of his unlawful 
and ufurped power, to make whom he pleafed high priett, 
in the perfon of Ananelus, he occafionod Inch difhirban- 
ces injhis kingdom, and in his own family, as tuflered 
him to enjoy no lafting peace or tranquility ever afterward : 
And fuch is frequently the effort of profane court politics 
about matters of religion in other ages and nations, the 
Old Tell ament is full of the mifehes of the people of the 


!! beamift! children ■ And when ihc come to dif- 
II cnfttwH; hurt, he petiu.ided licr r<> get pic— 
i lures drawn of tl cm built, and to lend them to 
Antony ; fur ti.e.f when Iw law them - , lie would 
demy h. ; limiting th.it five lhould tiff. Accor¬ 
dingly Al.xv.mdrj v is elevated with thcle words 
of his, a:ul lent ihc pte'ure.; to Antony. Del¬ 
lius alio talked •cxttavag.tully, end f.iiil, That 
u tlidc children feemeci not <ic;:\cd Ire.in men, 

I hut from fome god or otl&r.” IT; dcltgn in 
j doing lo was to entice Antony into lewd plca- 
I lures with them, who was alh.ur.ed to And for 
j the darn'd, as I icing the wife of Herod, and 
avoided it, hccaufe of the rep roadie:, he lhould 
have from Cleopatra on that account ; hut he 
lent, in the moft decent manner he could, for 
the young man ; but added this withal, “ Un- 
lefs he thought it hard upon him fo to do.” 
When this letter was brought to Herod, lie did 
not think it fafe for him to lend one fo hand- 
fomc as was Ariftobulus, in the prime of Ids 
life, for he was fix teen years of age, ami of lo 
noble a family, and particularly not to Antony, 
the principal man among the Ron.arc-, and one 
that would abuie him in hi: am; w, an 1 ociides, 
one that openly indulged him left in lush pler- 
fures, as his power allowed him, with: ;.t c.or.- 
troul. He therefore wrote hack to him, Thu- 
“ if this hoy fliould only go out oi the k untry, 
all would be in a fate of war arid uproar, be- 
caule the Jews word in hrpgs ol a clou.go hi the 
government, and to lmxe another king over 
them.” 

7. When Herod had thus e\ mow himkilf 
to Antony, he rcfolvcd. that he would not en- 
| tirely permit the child, or Alexandra, to he 
1 treated dilhonourahly : But Id. wile jV eiamn ■ 
j lay vehemently at him to rcilore u.e high j.ricft- 

hood 

I! 

Jew,; derived from inch i'”ir pal.are, <-fp' • iy in and 
| after the days of Jeroboam, the ton of No ,a:, wU m.-Hc 
| Tfrac! to fin ; who gave the mod permcioua ovrtipie ol if; 
who brought on the groih.ll corruption of wiigi. n by it ; 
and the puniihment of whole family h i it \\ a. tf.oll rc- 
I markable. The cafe is too well known to Hand in iv ed of 
particular citations. 

f Of this wicked Dellius, fee the note on the War, B, 

I. ell. XV. j 3. 
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to her brother, and he judged it was for Ins ad¬ 
vantage ib to do, bccaufe, if he once had that 
dignity, he could not go out of the country. 
80 he called his friends together, and told them, 
That “ Alexandra privately eonfpired againft 
his royal authority, and endeavoured, by the 
means of Cleopatra, fo to bring it about, that 
he might be deprived of the government, and 
that by Antony’s means this youth might have 
the management of public affairs in his Head’; 
and that this. procedure of hers was unjuft, 
ffnee live would at the fame time deprive her 
daughter of the dignity fhe now had, and would 
bring difturbanccs upon the kingdom, for which j 
he had taken a great deal of pains, and had j 
gotten it with extraordinary hazards : that yet, ! 
while he well remembered her wicked prac- j 
bees, he would not leave oft' doing what was 1 
right himfelf, but would even now give the - 
youth the high prieilhood ; and that he for- j 
ineriy let upAnanelus, bccaufc Ariftobulus was ■ 
then fo very young a child.” Now when he | 
had fa id this, not at random, hut as he thought j 
with the beft dilcretion lie had, in order to de¬ 
ceive the women, anxl thole fiends whom he 
had taken to confuit withal, Alexandra, out of 
the great joy lire had at this unexpected promile, 
and out of fear from the fufpicions flic lay un¬ 
der, fell a weeping ; and made the following 
apology for herleff, and faid. That “ as to the 
[high] prieilhood, fhe was very much concern¬ 
ed for the diigrace hejr Ion was under, and lo 
did her utmoft endeavours to procure it lor him; 
but that as to the kingdom, lire had made. no 
attempts, and that if it were, offered her [for her 
fon] hie would not accept it; and that now fhe 
would be fatisfied wall her Ion's dignity, while 
he himfelf held the civil government, and flic 
had thereby the fecurity that arofe from his pe¬ 
culiar ability in governing, to all the remainder 

* When Jofephus fays here, that this Ananelus, the 
new high prieft, was of the flock. of the high priejh , and 
Hnee lie had been juft telling us that he was a prieft of 
an obfeure family or character, chap. it. $ 4. it 0 hot at.all 
probable that he could fo foon fay that he was of the fork 
of the high priejls. However, Jofephus here makes a re¬ 
markable obfervation, that' this-Ananelus was the third 
that was ever unjuftiy and wickedly turned out of the 
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of her family ; that fhe was now overcome by 
his benefits, and thankfully accepted of this 
honour Chewed by him to her fon, apd that fhe 
would hereafter be entirely obediet* 4 -g And fhe 
defired him to excufe her, if the nbl'-il.'hygifdicr 
family, and that freedom of a£ling which the 
thought that allowed her, had made her aCt too 
precipitately and imprudently in this matter.” 
So when they had fpoken thus to one another, 
they came to an agreement, and all fufpicions, 
fo far as appeared, were vanifhed away. 



CHAP. III. 

Ho iv Herod, upon bis making Ari/lobnlns High 
Prieft, took Care that heJhould be murdered 
in a little Time ; and what Apology he made 
to Antony about Ariftobulus : As a Jo con¬ 
cerning Jofeph and Mariamne, 

§ hQO king Herod immediately took the 
high priefthood away from Ananclus, 
who, as we faid before, was not of this coun¬ 
try, but one of thofe Jews that had been car¬ 
ried captive beyond Euphrates ; for there were 
not a few ten thoufands of this people that had 
been carried captives, and dwelt about Babylo¬ 
nia, whence Ananclus came. He was one * of 
the ftock of the high prieffs, and had been of 
old a particular friend of Elerod ; and when he 
was full made king, he conferred that dignity 
upon him, and now put him out of it again, in- 
order to qniet the troubles in his family, though 
what lie did was plainly unlawful; for at no 
other time [of old] was any one that had once 
j been in that dignity deprived of it. It was 
Antiochus Epiphanes who flrft brake that law, 
and deprived Jefus, and made his brother Onias 
high prieft in his ftead. Ariftobulus was the 

. fecond 

high priefthood by the civil power, no king or governor 
having ventured to do fo that Jofephus knew of, but that 
J heathen tyrant and perfecutor Antiochus Epiphanes ; that 
barbarous parricide Ariftobulus, the firft that toe.k royal 
! authority among the Maccabees; and tin's tyrant, king 
j Herod the Great, although afterward that infamous prac- 
I tiee became frequent, till the very oeftruclion ofjerufa- 
: lern, when the office of high priefthood was at an end. 
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fecond that did fo, and took that dignity from 
his brother [Hyrcanus] ; and this Herod was 
the third*, who took that high office away [from 
Ananelu<f and gave it to this young man, Arif- 
toiNutrrrp'ha his fteytd. 

2. And now Herod feemed to have healed 
the divifions m his family : Yet was he not 
without fufpicion, as is frequently the cafe of 
people feeming to be reconciled to one another ; 
hut thought that, as Alexandra had already 
made attempts tending to innovations, fo did 
he fear that flic would go "fill therein, if fhe 
found a fit opportunity for fo doing ; fo he 
gave a command, that fine fhould dwell in the 
palace, and meddle with no public affairs : Her 
guards alfo were fo careful, that nothing fhe 
did in private life every day was concealed. 
All thefe hardfhips put her out of patience by 
little and little, and fire began to hate Herod ; 
for as fhe had the pride of a woman to the ut- 
moft degree, flic had great indignation at this 
fufpicious guard that was about her, as defirous 
■rather to undergo any thing that could befal 
her, than to be deprived of her liberty of lpeech, 
and, under the notion of an honorary guard, 
to live in a ftate of flavery and terror : She 
therefore feat to Cleopatra, and made a long 
complaint of the circutnftances fire was in, and 
intreated her to do her utmoft for her afliflance. 
Cleopatra hereupon advifed her to take her fon 
with her, and come away immediately to her 
into Egypt. This advice pleafed her ; and fire 
had this contrivance for getting away: She got 
two coffins made, as-if .they were to carry away 
two dead bodies, and put herfelf into one, and 
her fon into the other, and gave orders to fuch 
of her fervants as knew of her intentions, to 
carry them away in the night-time. Now 
their road was to he thence to the fea-fide, and 
there was a flrip ready to carry them into F- 
gypt. Now fEfop, one of Jier fervants, hap¬ 
pened to fall upon Sabbion, one of her friends, 
and fpakc of this matter to him, as thinking he 
had known of it before. When Sabbion knew 
this, (who had formerly been an enemy of 

* This entirely confutes the Tnlmudifts, who pictcml 


Herod, and been cflecmeJ one of thofe that 
laid fuares for, and gave the poifon to [his fa¬ 
ther] Antipater) he expecled that this dileovery 
would change Herod’s hatred into kjmdncfs ; 
fo he told the king of this private ft rg tag cm of 
Alexandra : Whereupon he buffered her to 
proceed to the execution of her project, and 
caught her in the very fact, but ftill he palled 
by her offence; and though he had a great mind 
to do it, he durft not inflict any thing that was 
| fevere upon her ; for he knew that Cleopatra 
{ would not hear that he fhould have her ac- 
cul’ed, on account of her hatred to him ; but 
made a ffiew, as if it were rather the generoli- 
ty of his foul, and his great moderation, that 
made him forgive them. However, he fully 
propofed to himfelf to put this young man 
out of the way by one means or other ; but 
he thought he might in probability be better 
I concealed in doing it, if lie did it not prefently, 

I nor immediately after what had lately happen- 

j ed. • 

3. And now, upon the approach of the fcaff 
of tabernacles, which is a feflival very much 
obferved among us, he let thofe days pals over, 
and both he and the reft of the people were 
therein very merry ; yet did the envv which at 
| this time arofe in him caufe him to make hafte 
| to do what he was about, and provoke him to 
it: for when this youth Ariftohulus, who was 
now in the leventeenth year of his age, went 
up to the altar, according to the law, to offer 
the facrifices, and this with the ornaments of 
his high priefthood, and when lie * performed 
the facred offices, he feemed to he exceeding 
comely, and taller than men ufually weie at 
: that age, and to exhibit in his countenance a 
great deal of that high family he was Inning 
from, and a warm zeal and affection towards 
him appeared among the people, and the me¬ 
mory of the aftions of his grandfather Arillc- 
hulus wms frelli in their minds ; and their affec¬ 
tions got fo far the maftery of them, that the y 
could not forbear to ihew their inclinations to 
; ’ him. 

that no one under twenty years of age cock! o'L'i.'e as 
high pridt among the jews. 
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him. They at once rejoiced, and were con- 
founded, and mingled with good willies their 
joyful acclamations which they made to him, 
till the good-will of the multitude was made too 
evident, and they mere ralhly proclaimed the 
happinefs’ they had received from his family I 
than was fit under a monarchy to have done. I 
Upon all this, Herod relieved to complete what 
he had intended again!! the young man. When 
therefore the feftival was over, and lie was feaft- 
ing at* Jericho with Alexandra, who entertained 
them there, he was then very pleafant with the 
young man, and drew him into a lonely place, 
and at the fame time played with him in a 
juvenile and ludicrous manner. Now the na¬ 
ture of that place was hotter than ordinary ; l'o 
they went out in a body, and of a fudden, and 
in a vein of madnefs, and as they flood by the 
iilh ponds, of which there were large ones about 
the houfe, they went to cool themfeives [by 
bathing] becauie it was in the midi! of an hot 
day. At fir ft they were only fpedtators of He¬ 
rod’s fen-ants and acquaintance as they were 
fwiinming; but after a while, the young man, 
at the inlligation of Herod, went into the water 
among them, while Inch of Herod’s acquaint¬ 
ance, as he had appointed to do ir, dipped him, 
as he was fwimming, and plunged him under 
water, in the dark of the evening, as if it had 
been done in fpnri only, nor did they defift till 
he was entirely fufib.sted ; and thus was Arii- 
fobulus murdered, having lived no more in all 
than f eighteen years, and kept the high pricll- 
heod one year only : which high priellhood 
Ananclus now recovered again. 

4. When this lad accident was told the wo¬ 
men, their joy was foon changed to lamenta¬ 
tion, at the light of the dead body that lay be¬ 
fore them, and their forrow was immoderate. 
’Hie city alfo of [Jerufalem] upon the fpread- 
kyg of this news, were in very great grief, every 
family looking on this calamity as it it had not 

* An Hebrew <inonie!e, cited by Retard, f.rvs, this 
drowning was .it nhn, not at 'jft'rh &>, and tins even 
when he quotes joicplun. 1 fuipect the tranfeiiber of the 
Hebrew chronicle mi Rook the name, and v.’ivx* Jordan 
for Jerk,ho. 
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belonged to another, but that one of them¬ 
feives was llain : but Alexandra was more deep¬ 
ly alfcded, upon her knowledge that he had 
been dcltroyed [on purpofc]. Pier-ferrow was 
greater than that of others, by hesvimawing 
how the murder was committed : but ihe was 
under a nccelfity of hearing t>p under it, out 
of her profpedt of a greater ndfchiel that might 
otherwile follow; and flic oftentimes came to 
an inclination to kill herfelf with her own hand, 
but Hill file reftrained hericlf, in hopes Ihe 
might live long plough to revenge the unjuft 
murder thus privately committed ; nay, Ihe far¬ 
ther rcfolvcd to endeavour to live longer, and to 
give no occafion to think Ihe fufpedted that het 
; foil was llain on purpofc, and fuppofed that. 
! Hie might thereby be in a capacity of revenging 
it at a proper opportunity. Thus did Ihe re- 
i (train herfelf, that Ihe might not he noted for 
| entertaining; any fucli fufpicion. However, 
Herod endeavoured that none abroad fliould be¬ 
lieve that the child’s death was caufed by any 



only ufe the ordinary figns of forrow, but fell 
into tears alfo, and exhibited a real confufion of 
! foul: and perhaps his affedlions were overcome 
: on this occafion, when he law the child’s coun- 
j tcnance fo young, and fo beautiful, although 
! his deatli were fuppofed to tend to his own 
| fecurity; fo Far at leal! this grief ferved as to 
I make fome apology for him: And as for his 
| funeral, that he took care Ihould be very mag¬ 
nificent, by making great preparations of a fe- 
pulchre to lay his body in, and providing a 
great quantity of fpices, and burying many 
ornaments together with him, till the very wo¬ 
men, who were in fuch deep forrow, were af- 
tonifhed at it, and received in this way fome 
confolation. 

j 5. However, no fuch things could over¬ 
come Alexandra’s grief, hut the remembrance 
| of 

i -j The reading of one of Jofepnus's Greek MSS. feeing 
i here to be right, that Ariftohulus was not eighteen 'years old 
when he was drowned, for he was not feventeen when he 
j was made high pried, chap. 1 . § 6. chap. 3. § 3. and he 
j j continued in that cilice but one year., as- in the place bo 
fore us. 
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of this miferable cafe made her forrow both deep 
and obftinate. Accordingly (lie wrote an ac¬ 
count of this treacherous fcene to Cleopatra, and 
how her fen was murdered; but Cleopatra, as 
fhe kaid-foTaerly been defirous to give her what 
fatisfaCtfon fhe could, and commiferating Alex¬ 
andra’s misfortunes, made the cafe her own, 
and would not let Antony be quiet, but excited 
him to punifh the child’s murder; for that it 
was an unworthy thing that Herod, who had 
been by him made king of a kingdom that no 
way belonged to him, fhould Jae guilty of fuch 
horrid crimes againft thole that were of the 
royal blood in reality. Antony was perfuaded 
by thefe arguments; and when he came to 
Laodicea, he fent and commanded Herod to 
come and make his defence, as to what he had 
done to Ariftobulus; for that fuch a treacher¬ 
ous defign was not well done, if he had any 
hand in it. Herod was now in fear, both of 
the accufation, and of Cleopatra’s ill-will to 
him, which was fuch, that fhe was ever en¬ 
deavouring to make Antony hate him. He 
therefore determined to obey his fummons, for 
he had no poffible way to avoid it: So he left 
his uncle, Jofeph, procurator for his govern-' 
ment, and for the public affairs; and gave him 
a private charge, that if Antony fhould kill 
him, he fhould alfo kill Mariamne immediate¬ 
ly ; for that he had a tender affection for this his 
wife, and was afraid of the injury that fhould 
be offered him, if, after his death, fhe, for her 
beauty, fhould be engaged to fome other man: 
but his intimation was nothing but this at the 
bottom, that Antony had fallen in love with 
her, when he had formerly heard fomewhat of 
her beauty. So when Herod had given Jofeph 
this charge, and had indeed no fure hopes of 
efcaping with his life, he went away to An¬ 
tony. 

6. But as Jofeph was adminiftring the pub¬ 
lic affairs of the kingdom, and for that reafon 
was very frequently with Mariamne, both be- 
caufe^ his buhnefs required it, and becaufe of 
the refpeCts he ought to pay to the queen, he 
frequently let liimfelf into difeourfes about He¬ 
rod's kindnefs and great affe&ion towards her; 


and when the women, efpecialiy Alexandria, 
ufed to turn his difeourfes into feminine rail¬ 
lery, Jofeph wasfo over-defirous to demonftrate 
the king’s inclinations, that lie proceeded fo 
far as to mention the charge he had received, 
and thence drew his demonftration, that He¬ 
rod was not able to live without her; and that 
if he fhould come to any ill end, he could not 
endure a feparation from her, even after he 
was dead. Thus fpake Jofeph. But the wo¬ 
men, as was natural, did not take this to be 
an inftance of Herod’s ftrong affection for 
them, but of his fevere ufage of them, that 
they could not efcape deftru&ion, nor a tyran¬ 
nical death, even when he was dead liimfelf: 
And this faying [of Jofeph] was a founda¬ 
tion for the womens fevere fufpicions about 
him afterwards. 

7. At this time a report went about the 
city Jerufalem, among Herod’s enemies, that 
Antony had tortured Herod, and put him to 
death. This report, as is natural, difturbed 
thofe that were about the palace, but chiefly 
the women : Upon which Alexandra endea¬ 
voured to perfuade Jofeph to go out of the pa¬ 
lace, and fly away with them to the cnflgns of 
the Roman legion, which then lay encamped 
about the city, as a guard to the kingdom, 
under the command of Julius; for that by this 
means, if any difturbance fhould happen about 
the palace, they fhould be in greater fecurity, 
as having the Romans favourable to them ; 
and that befides, they hoped to obtain the 
higheft authority, if Antony did hut once fee 
Mariamne, by whofe means they fhould reco¬ 
ver the kingdom, and want nothing which 
was reafonable for them to hope for, becaufe 
of their royal extraction. 

8. But as they were in the midft of thefe 
deliberations, letters were brought from Herod 
about all his affairs, and proved contrary to 
the report, and of what they before expe&ed ; 
for when he was come to Antony, he foon re¬ 
covered his intereft with him, by the prefents 
he made him, which he had brought with him 
from Jerufalem, and he foon induced' him, 

6 P upon 
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upon difcourfing witli him, to leave ofFhis in¬ 
dignation at him; fo that Cleopatra’s perfua- 
fions had lefs force than the arguments and pre- 
fents he brought to regain his friendfhip : for 
Antony faid, That “ it was not good to re¬ 
quire an- account of a king, as to the affairs of 
his government, for at this rate he could be 
no king at all, but that thofe who had given 
him that authority ought to permit him to 
make ufe of it.” He alfo faid the fame things 
to Cleopatra, that it would be beft for her not 
buftly to meddle with the afts of the king’s go¬ 
vernment. Herod wrote an account ofthefe 
things ; and “ enlarged upon the other ho¬ 
nours which he had received ftom,Antony : 
how he fat by him at his hearing caufes, and 
took his diet with him every day, and that he 
enjoyed thofe favours from him, notwithftand- 
itig the reproaches that Cleopatra fo.feverely 
laid againft him, who having a great defire of 
his country, and earneftly entreating Antony 
that the kingdom might he given to her, la¬ 
boured with her utmoft diligence to have him 
out of the way ; but that he ftill found Antony 
juft to him, and had no longer any apprehen- 
iions of hard treatment from him ; and that he 
was foon upon his return, with a firmer ad¬ 
ditional affurance of his favour to him, in his 
reigning and managing public affairs ; and that 
there was no longer any hope for Cleopatra’s 
covetous temper, lince Antony had given her 
Celefyria inftcad of what the defired, by which 
means he had at once pacified her, and got 
clear of the intreaties which Ihc made him to 
have Judea bellowed upon her.” 

9. YViitn thefe letters were brought, the 
women left off their attempt for flying to the 
Romans, which they thought of while Herod 
was fuppefed to be dead ; yet was not that 
purpofe of theirs a lecret, but when the king 
had conduced Antony on his way againft. the 
Parthians, he returned to Judea, when both 
his lifter Salome, and his mother, informed 
him of Alexandra's intentions. Salome alfo 
added fomewhat farther againft Jofcph, though 
it were no more than a calumny, that he had 
often had criminal.converfaiion with Mariamne. 
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The reafon of her faying fo was this, that fhe, 
for a long time bare her ill-will; for when they 
had differences with one another, Mariamne 
took great freedoms, and reproached the reft 
for the meannefs of their birth. But-IJgrod, 
whofe affedtion to Mariamne was always very 
warm, was prefently difturbed at this, and 
could not bear the torments of jealoufly, but 
waa ftill reftrained from doing any ralh thing 
to her by the love he had for her; yet did hii 
vehement affedtion. and jealoufy together make 
him afk Marianne by herfelf about this matter 
of Jofeph: But fhe denied it upon her oath, 
and faid all that an innocent woman could pol- 
lible fay in her own defence; fo that by little 
and little the king waa prevailed upon to drop 
the fufpicion, and left off his anger at her; 
and being overcome with his paffion for his 
wife, he made an apology to her for having 
feemed to believe what he had heard about her, 
and returned her a great many acknowledge- 
ments of her modeft behaviour, and profeffed 
the extraordinary affedlion and kindnefs he had 
for her, till at lall, as is ufual between lovers, 
they both fell into tears, and embraced one an¬ 
other with a moll tender affedlion. But as the 
king gave more and more affurances of his be¬ 
lief of her fidelity, and endeavoured to draw 
her to a like confidence in him, Mariame 
faid, “ Yet was not that command thou gaveft, 
that if any harm come to thee from Antony, 
I, who had been -no occafion of it, fhould 
perifh with thee, a fign of thy love to me.” 
When thefe words were fallen from her, the 
king was fhocked at them, and prefently let 
her go out of his arms, and cried out, and tore 
his hair with his own hands, and faid, That 
“ now he had an evident demonftration that 
Jofeph had had criminal conversion with his 
wife ; for that he would never have uttered what 
he had told him atone by himfelf, unlefs there 
had been fucli a great familiarity and firm confi¬ 
dence between them.,” And while he was in 
this paffion, he had like to have killed his wife ; 
but being ftill overborne by his love to fifer, he 
reftrained this his paffion, though not without 
. * * a 
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a Lifting grief,' and difquietnefs of mind. How¬ 
ever, he gave order to, flay Jofeph, without 
permitting him to come into his fight; and as 
Alexandra, he bound her, and kept her in 
cuftody, as the caufe of all this mifchief. 

CHAP, IV. 

How Cleopatra , when foe had gotten from An¬ 
tony fome Parts of Judea and Arabia, came 
into Judea ; and how Herod gave her many 
Prefeuts, and conduced her on her Way back 
to Egypt. 

§ i.^TOW at this time the affairs of Syria 
were in confufion, by Cleopatra’s 
conftant perfuafions to Antony to make an at¬ 
tempt on every body’s dominions; for fhe per- 
fuaded him to take thole dominions away from 
their fcveral princes, and bellow them upon 
her ; and fhe had a mighty influence upon 
him, by reafon of his being enflaved to her by 
his affections. She was alfo by nature very 
covetous, and ftuck at no wickcdnefs. She 
had already poifoned her brother, becaufe fhe 
knew that he was to be king of Egypt, and 
this when he was but fifteen years old : And 
flic got her filler Arfinoe to be Haiti, by the 
means of Antony, when fhe was a fupplicant 
at Diana’s temple at Ephcfus ; for if there were 
but any hopes of getting money, Ihe would 
violate both temples and fepulchres. Nor was 
there any holy place, that was elteemed the 
moll inviolable,, from which Ihe would not 
fetch the ornaments it had in it; nor any place 
fo profane, but was to fuffer the raoft flagitious 
treatment polfible from her, if it could but con¬ 
tribute fomewhat to the covetous humour of 
this wicked creature : Yet did not aU this fuffice 
fo extravagant a woman, who- was a Have to 
her lulls, but Ihe Hill imagined that lire want¬ 
ed every thing fhe could think of, and did her 
utmoft to gain it; for which reafon ihe hurried 
Antony on perpetually to, deprive others of 
their tlominions, and give them to her.., And 
as fhe went over , Syria with him, fhe contrived 
tp.,g(?t it into her' poffelfion ; fo he flew.Lyfa- 
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nias, the fon of Ptolemy, accufing him of his 
bringing the Parthians upon thole countries. 
She alfo petitioned Antony to give her Judea 
and Arabia ; and, in order thereto, deiired him 
to take thefe countries away from their prefent 
governors. As for Antony, he was lb entirelv 
overcome by this woman, that one would not 
think her converfation only could do it, but 
that he was fome way or other bewitched to 
do whatfoever Ihe would have him ; yet did 
the groffeft parts of her injuftice make him fo 
alhamed, that lie would not always hearken to 
her, to do thofc flagrant enormities fhe would 
have perluaded him to. That therefore he might 
not totally deny her, nor, by doing every thing 
that fhe enjoined him, appear openly to he an 
ill man, he took fome parts of each of thofe 
countries away from their former governors, 
and gave them to her. Thus he gave her the 
cities that were within the river Eleutherus, as 
far as Egypt, excepting Tyre and Sidon, which 
he knew to have been free cities from their an- 
ceftors, although fhe prefled him very often to 
bellow thofe on her alfo. 

2. When Cleopatra had obtained thus much, 
and had accompanied Antony in his expedition 
to Armenia, as far as Euphrates, Ihe returned 
back, and came to Apamia, and Damalcus, 
and palled on to Judea, where Herod met her ; 
qnd farmed of her her parts of Arabia, and 
thofe revenues that came to her from the re¬ 
gion about Jericho. This country bears that 
balfam, which is the moll precious drug that 
is there, and grows there alone. The place 
bears alfo palm-trees, both many in number, 
and thofe excellent in their kind. When Ihe 
was there, and was very often with Herod, fhe 
endeavoured to have criminal convcj fat ion with 
the king : Nor did Ihe affect iecrccy in the in¬ 
dulgence of lueli lbi't of pleafures; and perhaps 
Ihe had in fome meafure a paffion of love to 
him, or rather, what is moll probable, fhe laid 
a treacherous fnarc for him, by aiming to ob¬ 
tain fuch adulterous converfation from him , 
However, upon the whole, Ihe itemed .over¬ 
come with love to him. Now Herod had a. 
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great while borne no good-will to Cleopatra, as 
knowing that fhe was a woman irkfome to all*; 
and at that time he thought her particularly 
worthy of- his hatred, if this attempt proceeded 
out of luft : he had alfo thought of preventing 
her intrigues, by putting her to death, if fuch 
Were her endeavours. However, he refufed to 
comply with herpropofals, and called a council 
of his friends to confult with them, Whether 
he fhould not kill her, now he had her in his 
power ? for that he fhould thereby deliver all 
thofe from a multitude of evils to whom fhe was 
already become irkfome, - and was expelled to 
be ftill fo for the time to come ; and that this 
very thing would be much for the advantage 
of Antony himfelf, fince fhe would certainly 
not be faithful to him, in cafe any fuch feafon 
Or neceffity fhould come upon him as that he 
fhould hand in need of her fidelity.” But when 
he thought to follow this advice, his friends 
would not let him ; and told him, That, “ in 
the firft place, it was not right to attempt fo 
great a thing, and run himfelf thereby into the 
utmoft danger: and they laid hard at him, and 
begged of him to undertake nothing rafhly ; for 
that Antony would never bear it, no not though 
•any one fhould evidently lay before his eyes 
that it was for his own advantage; and that the 
appearance of depriving him of her conven¬ 
tion, by this violent and treacherous method, 
would probably let his afte&ions more on a 
-flame than before. Nor did it appear that he 
could offer any tiling of tolerable weight in 
his defence, this attempt being againft fuch a 
woman as was of the higheft dignity of any of 
her fex at that time in the world : and as to 
any advantage to be expected from fuch an un¬ 
dertaking, if any fuch could he fuppofed in this 
cafe, it would appear to deferve condemnation, 
on account of the infolence he muft take up6n 
him in doing it. Which confiderations made 
it very plain, that in fo doing he would find 
his government filled with mifehiefs, both great 
and lading, both to himfelf and his pofterity; 
whereas it was ftill in his power to rejed that 
wickednefs fhe would perfuade him to, and to 
come off honourably at the fame time.” So by ] 
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thus affrighting Herod, and repre(enting to him 
the hazard he muft, in all probability, run by 
this undertaking, they reftrained him from it. 
So he treated Cleopatra kindly, and made her 
prefents, and condu&ed her on her way to E- 

gypt- 

3. But Antony fubdued Armenia, and fent 
Artabazes, the fon of Tigranes, in honds, witli 
his children, and procurators, to^ Egypt, and 
made a prefent of them,, and of all the royal 
ornaments which he had taken out of that 
kingdom, to Cleopatra. And Artaxias, the 
eldeft of his fons, who had efcaped at that time, 
took the kingdom of Armenia; who yet was 
ejected by ArchelauS, and Nero Csefar, when 
they reftored Tigranes his younger brother to 
that kingdom: But this happened a good while 
afterward. 

4. But then, as to the tributes which Herod 
was to pay Cleopatra for that country which 
Antony had given her, he a£ted fairly with her, 
as deeming it not fafe For him to afford any 
caufe for Cleopatra to hate him. As for the 
king of Arabia, whofe tribute Herod had under¬ 
taken to pay her, for fome time indeed he paid 
him as much as came to two hundred talents, 
but he afterward became very niggardly, and 
flow in his payments, and could hardly be 
brought to pay fome parts of it, and was not 
willing to pay even them without fome deduc¬ 
tions. 


CHAP. V. 

How Herod made War nvitb the King of Arabia , 
and after they had fought many Battles , at 
length conquered birn i and was cbofen by the 
Arabs to be Governor of that Nation : As alfo 
concerning a great Earthquake. 

§ t-T TEreufon Herod held himfelf ready 
JL JL to go againft the king of Arabia, be- 
caufe of his ingratitude to him, and becaufe, 
after all, he would do nothing that was juft to 
him, although Herod made the Homan war an 
occafion of -delaying his own % for the battle at 

• Auium, 
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Adlium was now expedited, which fell into the 
hundred eighty and feventh olympiad, where 
Csefar And Antony were to fight for the fupreme 
^p«wer of the world ; but Herod having enjoyed 
a country that was fruitful, and that now for 
a longtime, and'having received great taxes, 
and railed greaj armies therewith, got together 
a body of men, and carefully furnifhed them 
with all ncceffaries, and defigned them as aux¬ 
iliaries for Antony: But Antony faid, he had 
no want of his affiftance ; but he commanded 
him to punilh the king of Arabia ; for he had 
heard, both from him, and from Cleopatra, how 
perfidious he was ; for this was what Cleopatra 
delired, who thought it for her own advantage 
that thefe two kings -ft^puld do one another as 
great mifehief at! poflible^ Upon this meflage 
from Antony, Herod ateturndd back, huts kept 
his army with him; in order to invade Arabia 
immediately. So when his army oi" horfemen 
and footmen was ready, he marched to Diof- 
polis, whither the Arabians came alfo to meet 
them, for they were not unapprifed of this war 
that was coming upon them ; and after a great 
battle had been fought, the Jew T s had the victory: 
But afterward there were gotten together ano¬ 
ther numerous army of the Arabians, at Cana, 
which are places of Cclefyria. Herod was in¬ 
formed of this before-hand, fo he came inarch¬ 
ing againft them -with the greateft part of the 
forces he had ; and whence was come near to 
Cana, he refolved to encamp himfelf, and he 
caft up a bulwark, that he might take a proper 
feafon for attacking the enemy ; but as he was 
giving thole orders, the multitude of the Jews 
cried out, that he fhould make no delay, but 
lead them againft the Arabians. • They went 
with great fpirit, as believing they were in very 
good order, and thole efpecially were fo that 
had been in the former battle, and bad been 
conquerors, and had not permitted their ene¬ 
mies fo much as to come to' a dole light with 
them. And when they were fo tumultuous, 
and Ihewed fuch great alacrity, the king rcfol- 
ved to make ufe of that zeal the multitude then 
exhibited ; and. when he had allured them he 
would not be behind-hand with them in cour- 
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11 age, he led them on, end f.oou before them nil 
in his armour, all the uci.nents ioilowinr him 
i in their levers! ranks: Vv hereupon a umltcr- 
1 nation fell upon the Arabians j lor. when thev 
| perceived that the Jews were not to be conquer¬ 
ed, and were lull of I pint, the guatvr part of 
them ran away, arid avoided bgluing ; and thev 
had been quite deftroyed, bad not Athenio f 0 1 - 
j len upon the )ews, and di Href led them ; for 
this man wan Cleopatra’s genual over the fol- 
diers lire had there, and was at enmity with 
Herhd, and very willfully looked on to fee 
; what the event of the battle would be. He 
had alfo refolved, that in calc the Arabians did 
any thing that was brave and iuecdsful, he 
j would lie (fill ; but in calc they were beaten, 

| as it really happened, he would attack the jews 
with thole forces he had of his own, and with 
thofe that the country had gotten together for 
| him: So he fell upon the Jews unexpectedly, 

: where they were fatigued, and thought they 
| had already vanquifhed the enemy, and made 
! a great daughter of them ; for os the Jctos had 
fpent their courage upon their known enemies, 
and were about to enjoy thomlclves in quiet- 
nefs after their victory, they were ealily beaten 
I by thefe that attacked them afrclh, and in par¬ 
ticular received a great lofs in places where the 
horfes could not be of fcrvice, and which were 
very-ftony, and where thofe that attacked them 
| were better acquainted with the places than 
! *4he«nfelVcs. And when the Jews had fullered 
| this lofs,i the Arabians railed their fpirits after 
their defeat, and returning back again, flew 
thofe that were already put to flight ; and in¬ 
deed all forts of daughter were now frequent, 
and of thofe that clcaped a few only icturned 
iottflhe camp. So king Herod, when lie de¬ 
spaired of the battle, rode up to them to bring 
them afliftan.ee, yet did he not come time c- 
nough to do them any fervicc, though he la¬ 
boured hard to do it, but the Jewilh camp was 
j taken, fo that the Arabians had un expedited b r 
j a moft glorious fuccefs, having gained thatvie- 
! tory which of themfelvcs they were no way 
likely to have gained, and flaying a great part 

of 
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of the enemies army : Whence afterward He- I 
rod could only add like a private robber, and 
make excurfions upon many parts of Arabia, 
and diflrefs them by fudden incurfions, while 
he encamped among the mountains, and avoid¬ 
ed by any means to come to a pitched battle ; 
vet did he greatly harafs the enemy by his af- 
iiduity, and the hard labour he took in this 
matter. He alfo took great care of his own 
forces, and tiled all the means he could to re- 
ftore his affairs to their old ftate. 

2. At this time it was that the fight'hap- | 
pened at Aclium, between Octavius Cat far and 
Antony, in the * fieventh year of the reign of 
Ilerod ; and then it was alfo there was. an 
earthquake in Judea, fuch an one as had not 
happened at any other time, and which earth¬ 
quake brought a. great deftruction upon the 
cattle in that country. About ten thoufand 
men alfo perifhed by the fall of houfes; but 
the army, which lodged in the field, received 
no damage by this fad accident. When the 
Arabians were informed of this, and when 
thole that hated the Jews, and plcafed them- 
felvcs with aggravating the reports, told them 
of it, they railed their fpirits, as if their enemy’s 
country was quite overthrown, and the men 
were utterly deftroyed, and thought there now 
remained nothing that could oppofe them. 
Accordingly they took the Jcwtdi ambafladors, 
who came to them, after all this had happened, 
to make peace with them, and flew them,, and 
came with great alacrity againft their army; 
but the Jews durft not withftand them, and 
were fo calf down by the calamities they were 
under, that they took no care of their affairs, 
but gave up themfclves to defpair ; for- they 
had no hope that they fhoukl he upon a level 
with them again in battles, nor obtain any af- 
(i fiance elfewhere, while their affairs, at home 
were in fuch great dilfrcfs alfo. When mat¬ 
ters were in this condition, the king pcrluaded 
the commanders by his words, and tried to 

* The reader is hew to take notice, that this fewnth 
year of the reign of Herod, and all the other years of his 
reign, in Jofep’iup, are dated from the death of Antigo- 
nus; or at the fooftdt, from the conqueft of Antigonus, 
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raife their fpirits, which were quite funk ; and 
full he endeavoured to encourage and embol¬ 
den lome of the better fort before-hand, and 
then ventured to make a fpeech to the multi¬ 
tude, which he had before avoided to do, left 
he ftiould find them uneafy thereat, becaufe of 
the misfortunes which had happened ; fo he 
made a confolatory fpeech to the multitude, in 
the manner following : 

3 . “ You are not unacquainted, my fellow- 
foldiers, that we have had not long fince many 
accidents that have put a flop to what we are 
about, and it is probable that even thofe that 
are moll diftinguifhed above, others for their 
courage can hardly keep up their fpirits in fuch 
circumflances ; but fince we cannot avoid fight¬ 
ing, and nothing that hath happened is of fuch 
a nature but it may by yourfelves be recovered 
into a good ftate, and this by one brave adlion 
only well performed, I have propofed to my- 
felf, both to give you fome encouragement, and, 

! at the fame time, fome information, both which 
| parts of my deftgn will tend to this point, that 
you may Rill continue in your own proper for¬ 
titude. I will then, in the firft place, demonf- 
trate to you, that this war is a juft one on our 
fide,, and that on this account .it is a war of ne- 
ceflity, and occafioned by the injuftice of our 
adverfaries, for if you be once fatisfied of this, 
it will be a real caufe of alaerky to you ; after 
which 1 will farther demonftrate, that the mis¬ 
fortunes we are under are of no great confe- 
qucnce, and that we have the greateft rcafou 
to hope for vidlory. I fhall begin with the 
firft, and appeal to yourfelves as witnefles to 
what 1 (hall fay. You are not ignorant cer¬ 
tainly of the wickednefs of the Arabians, which 
is to that degree, as to appear incredible to all 
other men, and to include fornewhat that thews 
j the grofteft barbarity, and ignorance of God. 
Their chief things .wherein they have affronted 
US have arifen from covetoufnefs and envy; and 

they 

and the taking of Jertifalem a few months before ; and 
never from his firft obtaining the kingdom at Rome above- 
three years before, as fome have very .weakly arift injud;- 
cioully done.. 
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vc attacked us in an infidious manner, 
the fudden. And what occafion is 

>\ me to mention many inftances of iuch 
men procedure ? When they were in danger 
ofiofmg their own government of themfelves, 
and of being Haves to Cleopatra, what others 
were they that freed them from that fear ? for it 
was the friendfhip I had with Antony, and the 
kind difpofition he was in towards us, that 
hath been the occalion that even thefe Arabians 
have not been utterly undone, Antony being 
unwilling to undertake any thing which might 
be lufpected by us of unkindnefs : but when 
he had a mind to bellow fome parts of each of 
our dominions on Cleopatra, I alio managed 
that matter fo, that by giving him prefents of 
my own I might obtain a l'ecurity to both na- 
tions, while I undertook myl'elf to anl wcr for 
‘he money, and gave him two hundred talents, 
and became furety for thole two hundred more 
which were impaled upon the land that was 
fubjeft to this tribute : And this they have de¬ 
frauded 11 s of, although it was not reafonablc I 
that Jews Humid pay tribute to any man living, 
or allow part of their land to be taxable ; but 
although that was to be, yet ought we not to 
pay tribute for thefe Arabians, whom we have 
nurfolves preferved ; nor is it fit that they, who 
have profelfed, and that with great integrity 
and fenfe of our kindnefs, that it is by our 
means that they keep their principality, Humid 
injure us, and deprive us of what is our due, 
and this while we have been Hill not their ene¬ 
mies but their friends. And whereas obferva- 
tion of covenants takes place among the bittcr- 
eft enemies, but among iriends is abfolutelv 
ncceflary, this is not oblerved among thefe 
men, who think gain to be the heft of all things, 
let it be by any means whatfoever, and that 
ipjuftice is no harm, if they may but get money 
by it: Is it therefore a queftion with you, 
Whether the unjuft are to be puniflied or not ? 
when God himfclf hath declared his mind that 
fo it ought to be, and hath commanded that 

t 

* Ilcrod fays here, that as amhajjadors were facrecl, 
when they carried meflages to others, fo did the laws of 
the Jews derive a facred authority by being delivered from 
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wc ever fliould hate injuries and injulucc, 
which it not only jufl, but nceeffirv in war, 
between leveral nation.-,; lor thefe Arabian.; 
have done what both the Gieek.sand Barba¬ 
rians own to be an inftance of the grofleft 
wickedncfs, with regard to our ambailadors, 
which they have beheaded, wliile the Greeks 
declare that iuch ambafladors are * fat red and 
inviolable. And for ourfelves, we have learn¬ 
ed from God the moll excellent of our doc¬ 
trines, and the mod holy part of our law, by- 
angels, or ambafladors ; lor this name brings 
' Clod to the knowledge of mankind, and is iitf- 
ficient to reconcile enemies one to another. 
What wickedncfs then can be greater than the 
flaughter of ambafladors, who came to treat a- 
bout doing what is right ? And when fuch have 
| been their adfions, how is it pofliblc they can ci- 
jj tlicr live fccurely in common life, or be fuccefsful 
in war? In my opinion this is impoiTible : but 
perhaps fome will fay, that what is holy, and 
what is righteous, is indeed on our fide, but 
that the Arabians arc either more'courageoun, 
or more numerous than we are. Now as to 
this, in the hr ft place, it is not lit for us to lay 
fo, for with whom is what is righteous, with 
them is God himfclf: Now where God is, there 
is both multitude and courage. But to examine 
our own circumllanccs a little, we were con¬ 
querors in the firft battle ; and when we fought 
again, they were not able to oppoie us, but 
ran away, a,id could not endure our attacks, 
or our courage ; but when we had conquered 
them, then came Athcnio, and made war a- 
gairdt us without declaring it : And pray, is 
i this an inftance of their manhood ? or is it nor 
| a fecond inftance of their wickedncfs and 
, treachery ? Why are we therefore o 1 Id's cour- 
i age, on account of that which ought to irdptre 
; us with ftronger hopes ? And why aic we ter¬ 
rified at thefe, who when they fight upon the 
level are continually beaten, and when they 
feem to be conquerors they gain it by wkked- 

nefs ? 

God l>y atigi 1 1 [or d'.uhie umbdjfiuhrf] which is Si Paul’s 
cvpvcffion about the f«im; laws, Gal id. i g, Hcb- ii 2. 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEtS. Book XV. 


nefs ? And if we fuppofe that any one fihould 
deem them to be men of real courage, will not 
he be excited by that very confideration to do 
his utmoft again ft them ? tor true valour is not 
thewn by fighting againft weak perfons, but 
in being able to overcome the mod hardy. 
But then, if the diftrefles we are ourfelves un¬ 
der, and the miferies that have come by the 
earthquake have affrighted any one. Jet him 
•confider, in the firft place, that this very thing 
will deceive the Arabians, by their fuppofal 
that what hath befallen us is greater than it 
really is. Moreover, it is not right that the 
lame thing that emboldens them ihould dis¬ 
courage us; for thefe men, you fee, do not 
derive their alacrity from any advantageous 
virtue of their own, but from their hope, as 
to us, that we are quite call down by our mis¬ 
fortunes : but when we boldly march againft 
them, we fhall foon pull down their infolent 
conceit of themfelvcs, and fhall gain this by 
attacking them, that they will not be lo info- 
lent when we come to tire battle; for our dif- 
treffes are not fo gteat, nor is what hath hap¬ 
pened an indication of the anger of God againft 
us, as fome imagine ; for fuch things are acci¬ 
dental, and adverfities that come in the ulual 
courl'e of things : And if wc allow that this 
was done by the will of God, we muft allow 
that it is now over by his will alfo, and that lie 
is fatisfied with what hath already happened, 
for had he been willing to a HI iff us Hill more 
thereby, he had not changed his mind fo loon. 
And as for the war wc arc engaged in, lie hath 
him fell dunonftvatcd, that he is willing it 
ihould go on, and that he knows it to be a juft 
war for while feme of the people in the coun¬ 
try have peril bed, all you who were in arms 
have ioffered nothing, but are all preferved 
■dive ; whereby God makes it plain to us, that 


if you had univerfally', with your children and 
wives, been in the army, it had come pais 
that you had not undergone any thing that 
would have much hurt yoia. Confider tl eff 
things ; and what is more than all the reft, that 
1 you have God at all times for your protedlor: 
and profeeute thefe men with a juft bravery, 
who in point of friendfhip are unjuft, in then 
battles perfidious, towards ambaffadors impious, 
and always inferior to you in valour.” 

| 4. When the Jews heard this fpeech, they 

were much raifed in their minds, and more 
difpofed to fight than before. So Herod, when 
; he had * offered the facrifices appointed by the 
I law, made hafte, and took them, and led them 
againft the Arabians ; and in order to that, 
j paffed over Jordan, and pitched his camp near 
| to that of the enemy. He alfo thought fit to 
I feize upon a certain eaftle that lay in the midfl 
of them, as hoping it would be for his advan¬ 
tage, and would the fooner produce a battle, 
and that if there were occafion for delay, lie 
fhould by it have his camp fortified : And as 
the Arabians had the fame intentions upon that 
place, a conteft arofc about it; at firft they were 
but fkirmifhes, after which there came more 
foldicrs, and it proved a fort of fight, and fome 
fell on both fides, till thofe of the Arabian fide 
were beaten and retreated. This was no finall 
encouragement to the Jews immediately; and 
when Herod obferved that the enemies army 
were difpofed to any thing rather than to come 
| to an engagement, he ventured boldly to at- 
: tempt the bulwark itfelf, and to pull it to 
* pieces, and fo to get nearer to their camp, in 
1 order to fight them ; for when they were for- 
| ced out of their trenches, they went out in 
diforder, and had not the lertft alacrity, or hope 
of victory; yet did they fight band to hand, 


.? 1ipio.i, the fupplicat ing God with 

i’itli the 


' f i hi, pfiVr lit ... 
l,,,-rif:i ' 1 b rod, Ik (ore he went to this fight 

Ar.tUir.i”. ui i n in the. of alfo in the firll book of tin: 


yy JY) t ’ ; xix. ( r. \a wor'li remarking., bccaufe it is the 
Only emunplc of tlii-t nature, fo far ns 1 remember, that 
loiephus ever mentions in .ill his large and particular ac- 
co’tui- of this. 1 Icrod : and it was when he had been in 
mighty dill refs, and diteouraged by a great defeat of his 


former army, and Try a very great earthquake in Judea, 
fuch times of affliction making men inoft religious: Nor 
was he difappointed of his hopes here, but immediately 
.gained a molt fignal viftory over tire Arabians, wjrile they 
, who juft be.forc had been fo great victors, and fo much 
elevated upon the earthquake in Judea, as to venture to 
I flay the Jewifh ambaffadors, were now under a ftrangc 
| -confternation, and hardly able to fight at all. 
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becaufe they were more in number than the 
jew:, and becaufe they were in fuch a difpo- 
{ition oN| war, that they were under a neccflity 
^t-^omiug'on boldly: fo they came to a terri¬ 
ble battle, while not a few fell on each fide. 
However, at length the Arabians fled ; and fo 
great a (laughter was made upon their being 
routed, that they were not only killed by their 
enemies, but became the authors of their own 
deaths alfo, and were trodden down by the mul¬ 
titude, and the great current of people in dif- 
order, and were deftroyed by their own ar¬ 
mour : So five thoufand men lay dead up the 
fpot, while the reft of the multitude foon ran 
within the bulwark [for fafety] ; but had no 
firm hope of fafety, by reafon of their want of 
neceflaries, and efpecially of water. The Jews 
purfued them, but could not get in with them ; 
but fat round about the bulwark, and watched 
any afliftance that would get in to them, and 
prevented any there, that had a mind to it, 
from running away. 

5. When the Arabians were in thefe circum- 
ftances, they fent ambaffadors to Herod, in the 
firft place to propofe terms of accommodation, ! 
and after that, to offer him (fo prefling was | 
their tbirft upon them)to undergo whatlbever he 
pleafed, if he would free them from their pre- 
fent diftrefs : But he would admit of no am¬ 
bafladors, of no price of redemption, nor of 
any other moderate terms whatever ; being 
very defirous to revenge thofe unjuft actions j 
which they had been guilty of towards his na- | 
lion. So they were neceflitated by other mo¬ 
tives, and particularly by their third, to come 
out, and deliver themfelves tip to him, to he 
carried away captives; and, in five days time, 
the number of four thoufand were taken pri- 
foners ; while all the reft refolved to make a 
jfally upon their enemies, and to fight it out 
with them, chufing rather, if fo it muft be, to 
-die therein, than to peri At gradually and inglo- 
rioufly. When they had taken this refolution, 
they came out of their trenches, but could no 
way ftSftain the fight, being too much difibled 
both in mind and body, and having not rom 1 
to cKcrt themfelves, and thought 1 .1 
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tage to he killed, and a mifery to forvive ; fo at 
the firft onfet there fell about fovea thoufand 
of them: after which flrokc, they let all the 
courage they had put on before fall, and Rood 
amazed at Herod’s warlike lpirit undfir his own 
calamities: So, for tlie future, they yielded, 
and made him ruler of their nation ; where¬ 
upon he was greatly elevated at fo feafonable 
a fuccefs, and returned home, taking great au¬ 
thority upon him, on account of fo bold and 
glorious an expedition as he had made. 


CHAP. vr. 

How Herod flew Hyrrarws, and then hafed 
away to Cafar, and obtained the Kingdom 
from him alfo. And how a little while after¬ 
ward be entertained Cafar in a mof honour¬ 
able Manner. 

§ l.T; T t.ROD’s other affairs were now very 
11 profperous ; and he was not to he 
eafily aflaulted on any fide. Yet did there 
come upon him a danger that would hazard 
his entire dominions, after Antony had been 
beaten at the battle of Adium by Cnefar [Oc- 
tavian] ; for at that time both Herod’s enemies 
and friends defpaired of his affairs, for it was 
not probable that he would remain without 
punilhment, who had ftiewn lb much friend- 
lhip for Antony. So it happened, that his 
friends defpaired, and had no hopes of his ef- 
cape; but for his enemies, they all outwardly 
appeared to be troubled at his cafe, but were 
privately very glad of it, as hoping to obtain a 
change for the better. As for Herod himfdf, 
he faw that there was no one of royal dignity 
left hut Hyrcanus, and therefore he thought it 
would be for his advantage not to fuffer him to 
be an obftacle in his way any longer ; for that 
in cafe he himfelf furvived, and elcaped the 
danger he was in, he thought it the lafeft way 
to put it out of the power of fuch a man to 
make any attempt againft him, at fuch junc¬ 
tures of affairs, as was more worthy of the king¬ 
dom than himfelf: and in cafe he fhould he 


mean- 
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flain by Cxfar, his envy prompted him to de¬ 
fire to flay him that would otherwile be king 
after him. 

2. While Herod had thefe things in his 
mind, there was a certain occafron afforded 
him ; for-Hyreanus was of fo mild a temper, 
both then and at other times, that he defired 
•not to meddle with public alfairs, nor to con¬ 
cern himfclf with innovations, but left all to 
fortune, and contented himieli with what that 
afforded- him : but Alexandra [his daughter] 
was a lover of flrife,.and was exceeding de- 
firous of a change of the government, and fpake 
to her father not to bear for ever Herod’s inju¬ 
rious treatment of their family, but to antici- 
pate their future hopes, as he lafely might; 
and defired him to writp*about thole matters to 
Malchus, who was then governor of Arabia, 
to receive them, and to fccure them [from He¬ 
rod] ; for that if they went away, and Herod’s ; 
affairs proved to be, as it was likely they would 
be, by rcafon of Cseiar’s enmity to^ him, they 
fhould then be the only perfons that could take 
the government; and this, both on account of 
the royal family they were of,.and on account 
of the good dilpolition of the multitude to them. 
While flic ufed thefe perfualions, Hyreanus 
put off her fuit; but as flic ihewed that fhe 
was a woman, and a contentious woman too, 
and would not deiifl cither night or day, but 
would always be fpcaking to him about thefe 
.matters, and about Herod’s treacherous Jefigns, 
fhe at iafl prevailed with him to intrull Do- 
fithem, one of his friends, with a letter, where¬ 
in his tefolution. was declared ; and he defired 
the Arabian governor to lend to him lome 
horfemen, who Ihould receive him, and con- 
dud: him to the lake Afphaltitcs, which is from 
the bounds of Jerufalein three hundred fur¬ 
longs : And he did therefore trull Dofitheus 
with this letter, becaufe lie was a careful attend¬ 
ant on him, and on Alexandra, and had no 
fmall occalions to Itrir ill-will to Herod; lor 
he was a kiroman of one Joleph, whom he had 
flain, and a brother of thofe that were former-* 
ly flain at Tyre by Antony: yet could not thefe 
motives induce Dofitheus to ferve Hyreanus in 


this affair; for, preferring the hopes he had from 
theprefent king, to thofe he had from hip:, lie 
gave Herod the letter. So he took.his/Kindnefy 
in good part, and bid him befides .doiwhat.hp 
had already done, that.is, go on in ferving him, 
by rolling up the epiflle, and fealing.it again, 
and delivering it to Malchus^ and then to bring 
back his letter in anfwer to it; for.it would be 
much better if he could know Malchus’s inten-. 
tions alfo. And when Dofitheus was very 
ready to ferve him in this point alfo, the Ara¬ 
bian governor-* returned back for anlwer, that 
he would receive Hyreanus, and all that fhould 
come with him, and even all the Jews that 
were of his party : that he would moreover 
fend forces fufficient to fecure them in their 
journey, and that he fhould be in no want of 
any thing he fhould defile. Now as foon as 
Herod had received this letter, he immediately 
fent for Hyreanus, and queftioned him about 
the ‘ league he had made with Malchus ; and 
when he denied it, he fhewed his letter to the 
fanhedrim, and put the.than to death immedi¬ 
ately. . ' • 

. 3. And this account we give the reader, as 
it is contained in the commentaries of king He¬ 
rod : but other hillorians do not agree with 
them, for they fuppofc that Herod did not- 
find, but rather made this an occafion for thus 
putting him to death, and that by treacheroufly 
laying a fnare for him ; for thus do they write : 
That Herod and he were once at a treat, and 
that Herod had given no occafion to lufpebl 
[that lie was difpleafed at him] but put this 
queflion to Hyreanus,. Whether he had receiv¬ 
ed anv letters from Malchus ? and when he 
anfwcred, that he had-received letters, but 
thofe of falutation only; and when he afked 
farther, whether he had not received any pre- 
feats from him ? and when he. had replied, 
that he had received no more than four horfes 
to ride on, which Malchus had fent him ; and 
they pretend, that Herod charged, thefe upon 
him as the crimes of bribery and treafon, and 
gave order that he fhould be led away aiM flain. 
And in order to demonftrate that he had been 

giuiity 
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’’--r of no offence, when he was thus brought 
1 they alledged, how mild his temper 
and that even in his youth he had 
n any demonftration of boldnefs or 
raltim and .that the'cafe was tlie fame when 
he came to be king, but that he even then com¬ 
mitted the management of the greatell part of 
public affairs to Antipater ; and that he was 
now above fourfcore years old, and knew that 
Herod’s government was in a lecure ftatc. He 
alfo came over Euphrates, and left thofe who 
greatly honoured him beyond that river, though 
he were to be entirely under Herod’s govern¬ 
ment, and that it was a molt incredible thing 
that he ihould enterprize any thing by way of 
innovation, and not at all agreeable to his tern-’ 
per, but that this was a plot of Herod’s own 
contrivance. 

4. And this was the fate of Hyrcanus ; and 
thus did he end his life, after he had endured j 
various and manifold turns of fortune in his | 
life-time : For he was made high pried of the 
lewifh nation in the beginning of his mother 
Alexandra’s reign, who held the government 
nine years ; and when, after his mother’s death, 
he took the kingdom himlelf, and held it three 
months, lie lod it, by the means of his brother 
Aridobulus. He was then redored by Pompcy, 
and received all forts of honour from him, and 
enjoyed them forty years ; hut when lie was , 
again deprived by Antigonus, and was maim¬ 
ed in his body, he was made a captive by the 
Parthians, and thence returned home again af¬ 
ter fome time, on account of the hopes that 
Herod had given him ; none of which came to 
pafs according to his expectation, but he dill 
conflicted with many misfortunes through the 
the whole courle of his life ; and, what was 
the heaviefE calamity of all, as we have related 
already, he came to an end which was unde¬ 
served by him» His character appeared to be 
that of a man- of a -fluid and moderate difpoli- 
tion, and differed the adminidration of affai.s 
to be generally done by others under him. 
He $as averfeto much meddling with the pub¬ 
lic, nor had fhrewdnefa enough to govern a 
kingdom: And both Antipater and Hero;! 
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came to their greatnels by rcaitm of his mild- 
neis, and at lad he met with fuch an end from 
them as was not agreeable either to ju'lice ov 
piety. 

y Now Herod, as loon as he hadpufc Hyrca¬ 
nus out of the way, made hade toCHar • asui 
becauie he could not have any hopes of kindneC 
from him, on account of the friendihip he had 
! for Antony, he had a fufpicion of Alexandra, 

: led Ihe fiiould take this opportunity to bring 
J the multitude to a revolt, and introduce a fetli- 
lion into the affairs of the kingdom ; lo he. 
committed the care of every thing to his bro¬ 
ther Pheroras, ami placed his mother Cyprus, 
and his filler [Salome] and the whole family, 
at Mafiada ; and gave him a charge, that if he 
diould hear any fad news about him, he ihould 
take care of the government: But as to Mari- 
arnne his wife, becaufe of the mifunderftand- 
ing between her and his filler, and his lifter’s 
mother, which made it impodihle lor them to 
live together, he placed her at Alexandrium 
with Alexandra her mother, and left his trea- 
furer Jofeph, and Sohemus of Iturca, to take 
care of that fortrefs. Thefe two had been very 
faithful to him from the beginning, and were 
now left as a guard to the women. They alfo 
had it in charge, that if they ihould hear any 
mifehief had befallen him, they Ihould kill them 
both, and, as far as they were able, to pre- 
ferve tiie kingdom for his Ions, and lor his bro¬ 
ther Pheroras. 

6 . Wnr.N he had given them- this charge, 
he made hade to Rhodes, to meet Cedar ; and 
when he had failed to that city, he took off his 
diadem, lmt remitted nothing elfo of Ills uluai 
dignity: And when, upon his meeting him, 
he delired that he would let him /peak to him, 
he therein exhibited a much more nolle fpeci- 
men of a great foul; for he did not betake him- 
feif to. ^applications, as men ufuaily do upon 
j fuch occalions, nor offered him any petition, 
as if he were an offender, but after an undaunt¬ 
ed manner gave an account of what he had 
done ; for he fpake thus to Csdur, That “ he 
had the greatell friendihip for Antony, and 

did 
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Uid every tiling he could that he might attain 
the government: That he was not indeed in 
the army with him, becaute the Arabians had 
diverted him, but that he had fent him both 
money and corn, which was but too little in 
companion of what he ought to have done for 
him ; for if a man owns him&lf£o be another’s 
friend,, knows him to be a benefadtor, he 
is obliged to hazard every thing, to ufe every 
faculty of his foul, every member of his body, 
and all the wealth he hath, for him ; in which 
I confei's I have been too deficient. However, 
I am confcious to myfelf, that fo far have 1 
done right, that I have not deferted him upon 
his defeat at Adtium : nor, upon- the evident 
change of his fortune, have I transferred my 
hopes from him to another ; but have preferved 
myfelf, though not as a valuable fellow-foldier, 
v et certainly as a faithful counfeljor to Antony, 
when I demonftrated to him, that the only, 
way that he had to lave himfelf, and not to 
lofe all his authority, was to flay Cleopatra; 
for, when fire was once dead, there would be 
room for him to retain his authority, and ra¬ 
ther to bring thee to make a compoiition with 
him, than to continue at enmity any longer. 
None of which advices would lie attend to, 
but preferred his own ralh refolutions before 
them, which have happened unprofitably lor 
him, but profitably for thee. Now there¬ 
fore, in cafe thou determine!! about me, and 
my alacrity in fervlng Antony, according to 
thy anger at him, I. own there is no room 
for me to deny what I have done; nor will 
l be alhamed to own, and that publicly too, 
that 1 had a great kiminds for him : but if 
thou wilt rut him out of the cafe, and only 
examine how 1 behave myfelf to my bene¬ 
factors in general* and what a fort of friend 
i am, thou vrih find by experience that we 
iha)I do and be the fame to thyfelf; for it is 
but changing the names, and the lirmnefs of 
firiendthip that wc fliali bear to thee, will not 
be (iifiipprovi d by thee.” 

7. By this fpeech, and by his behaviour, 
which {hewed Cxfar the frank nets of his mind, 
he greatly gained upon him, who was himfelf 
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i of a generous and magnificent temper, info- 
I much, that thofe very a&ions, which were 
| foundation of the accufatiou againft him, pro¬ 
cured him Caffar’s good-will. Accordi igly yhg 
reftored him his diadem again ; and encour¬ 
aged him to exhibit himfelf as great a friend 
I to himfelf as he had been to Antony, and then 
j had him in great efteem. Moreover, he add¬ 
ed this, that Quintus Didius bad written to him, 
that Herod had very readily ail!fled him in the 
affair of the gladiators. So- when he had ob¬ 
tained fiich a kind reception, and had, beyond 
all his hopes, procured his, crown to be more en¬ 
tirely and firmly fettled upon him than ever, by 
Caifar’s donation, as well as by that decree of 
‘the Romans, which Caffar took care to procure 
for his greater fecurity, he conducted Cscfar on 
his way to Egypt, and made prefents, even be¬ 
yond his ability, to both him and his friends, 
and, in general, behaved himfelf with great 
magnanimity. He alfo defired, that Cadar 
would not put to death one Alexander, who 
had been a companion c*f Antony ; but Csefar 
had fworn to put him to death, and fo he could 
not obtain that his petition. And now he re* 
turned to Judea again with greater honour and 
affurance than, ever, and affrighted thofe that 
had expectations to the contrary, as ftill acquir¬ 
ing from his very dangers greater fplendor than 
before, by the favour of God to him. So he 
prepared for the reception of Caffar, as lie was 
going out of Syria to invade Egypt; and when 
he came, he entertained him at Ptolemais with 
all royal magnificence. He alfo bellowed prefents 
on the army, and brought them provifions in 
abundance. He alfo proved to be one of Ca> 
far’s molt cordial friends, and put the army in 
array, and rode along with Gaefar, and had an 
hundred and fifty men, well appointed in all 
refpedts, after a rich and fumptuous manner, 
for the better reception of him and his friends. 
He alfo provided them with what they fliould 
want, as they palled over the dry defart, info* 
much, that they lacked neither wine nor water, 
which laft the foldiers flood in the greateli 
need of; and -befides, he prefeated Caffar with 

eight 
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eight hundred talents, and procured to him- 
mu' good-will of them all, becaufe he w.is 
a 'lifting to them in a much greater and more 
r pkndi; degree than the.kingdom he had ob¬ 
tain ed could afford, by' which means he more 
and more demonftfated to Cscfar the firmneis 
of his friendfltip, and his readinefs to affift bun ; 
and whrt was of the greateft advantage to him 
was this, that his liberality came at a feafona- 
ble time alfo : And when they returned again 
out of Egypt, his affiltances were no way in- ! 
fori or to the good offices he had formerly done j 
them. . I 


C H A P. VII. 

ih%v Herod (lew Sobemus , a fid Mart am nc , and j 
afterward Alexandra and Cofolaru t, and bis \ 
nmjl intimate Friends , and at lajl the Sous of \ 
Baba alfo. \ 

J I 

H OWEVER, when he came into his king- J 
dom again, he found his houfe all in j 
dilord er, and his wife Mariamne, and her mo- | 
ther Alexandra, very uneafy ; for ns they fup¬ 
pofed, what was ealy to be fuppofed, that they 
were not put into that fortrefs [Alcxandrium] 
for the fecurity of their perfons, but as into a j 
garrifoa for their imprifonment, and that they | 
had no power over any thing, either of others 
or of their own affairs, they were very uneafy ; ; 
and Mariamne fuppofmg that the king’s love 
to her was but hypocritical, and rather pretend¬ 
ed, as advantageous to himfelf, than real, fhe 
looked on it as fallacious. She alfo was griev¬ 
ed that he would not allow her any hopes of 
furviving him, if he fhould come to any harm 
himfelf. She alfo recollected what commands 
he had formerly given to Jofeph, infomuch, 
that die endeavoured to pleafe he r keepers, and 
efpecially Sohemus, as well apprifed how all 
was in his power. And at the firil Sohemus 
was faithful to Herod, and neglected none of 
the thfogs he hadgi veil him in charge; but when 
the women, by kind words, and liberal prefents, 
had gained his affeCtions over to%em, he was 
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by degrees overcome, and at leng'h dbeovered 
to them all the king’- iupinelion , uid this cm 
that account piinkphly, tbit he did not fo 
much as hope he would come la?k with the 
lame authority !u h<td hefoic; fo that he thought 
he lliould both cfcape any danger li'om him, 
and fuppofed tint he did hereby much gratify 
the women, who woe hi.Jy not to he over¬ 
looked in the fettling of the government; nay, 
that they would be able to make him abun¬ 
dant rccompcnce, face they mud cither reign 
themfelves, or be v_ry near to him rbat fhould 
reign. He had farther ground of hope alfo, 
that though Herod fhould hu\e all the fuccets 
he could with for, and fhould return again, he 
could not contradict his wife in what fhe de~ 
fired ; for lie knew that the king’s fond net's for 
his wife was inexpreffible. Thefe were the 
motives that drew Sohemus to difeover what 
injunctions had been given him. So Mari¬ 
amne was greatly difplcafcd to hear, that there 
was no end of the dangers fhe was under from 
Herod, and was greatly uneafy at it, and wifh- 
ed that he might, obtain no favours [from Ca> 
far] and cftccmcd it ahnoft an iiifupportuble 
tails; to live with him any longer : and this 
flic afterward openly declared, without con¬ 
cealing her refentment. 

2 And now Herod failed home with joy, 
at the unexpected good fucecfs lie bad had; 
and went hr!! of all, as was propci, to this his 
wife, and told her, and her only, the good 
news, as piefening her lx foie the yell, on oe- 
coimt of lii;-> fondnels for her, and the intimacy 
there had been between them, and Eluted her ; 
but fo it happened, that as lie told her of tl c 
good fuccefs he had had, Che was fo far from 
rejoicing at it, that fhe lkther was lorry for it: 
nor was fhe able to conceal her refer (orients, 
but, depending on her dignity, and the nobuity 
of her birth, m return for his falutations, fhe 
gave a groan, and declared evidently that die 
rather grieved than ftp iced at hi;, fuccefs, and 
this till Herod was dilturbed at her, as afford¬ 
ing him not only marks of her fufjdcion, hi t 
evidopt ftgns of her diffatisfaCckm. This mw h 
6 S troubled 
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troubled him, to fee that this furpvifing hatred 
of his wife to him was not concealed, but open ; 
and he took this fo ill, and yet was fo unable 
to bear it,' on account of the fondncls he had 
for her, that he could not continue long in any 
one mind, but fometinics teas angry at her, 
and fometinics reconciled himftif to her, but 
by always changing one paffion for another, 
he was hill in great uncertainty ; and thus was 
he entangled between hatred and love, and was 
frequently difpofed to in filch pimifhmcnt on 
her for her infolencc towards him ; but being 
deeply in love with her in his foul, he was not 
able to get quit of this woman. In Abort, as 
he would gladly have her pimifhed, fo was he 
afraid, left, ere he were aware, he fhould, by 
putting her to death, bring an heavier punifh- 
ment upon himfelf at the fame time. 

3. When' Herod’s filler and mother per¬ 
ceived that he was in this temper with regard 
to Mariamne, they thought they had now got 
an excellent opportunity to exercifetheir hatred 
' a gain ft her ; and provoked Herod to wrath, by 
telling him fuch long ftories and calumnies a- 
bout her, as might at once excite his hatred 
and his jealoufy. Now though he willingly 
enough heard their words, yet had not he 
courage enough to do any thing to her as if 
he believed them, hut flill he became worfe 
and worfe difpofed to her, and thole ill pallions 
were more and" more inflamed on both iides, 
while Ihe did not hide her difpofition towards 
him, and he turned his love to her into wrath 
again ft her. But when he was juft going to 
put this matter pall all remedy, he heard the 
news, that C/tfar was the vidlor in the war, 
and that Antony and Cleopatra were both dead, 
and that lie had conquered Egypt 5 whereupon 
he made hallo to go to meet Caefar, and left 
the affairs of his family in their prefent Hate. 

' However, Mariamne recommended Sohemus 
to him, as he was fetting out on his journey, 
and profeffed that fix; owed him thanks for the 
care he had taken of her, and alked 'of the 
king for him a place in the government ; upon 
which an honourable employment was bellow¬ 
ed upon him accordingly. Now when Herod* 
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was come into Egypt he was introdim 
(Afar with great freedom, as already 
of his, and received - very great fa 
him ; for lie made him a prefent oj w , 

hundred Galatians who had been C. j-a’s 
guards, and reftored that country to him again, 
which, by her means, had been taken away 
from him. He alfo added to his kingdom, 
Gadara, Hippos, and Samaria ; and, bolides 
thole, the maritime cities, Gaza, and Anthe- 
don, and Joppa, and Strato’s Tower. 

4. Upon thefe new acquifitions, he grew 
more magnificent, and conduced Caefar as far 
afeAntioch: But upon his return, as much as 
hiipprofperity was augmented by the foreign 
additions that had been made him, fo much, 
the greater were the diftrefles that came upon 
him in his own family, and chiefly in the af¬ 
fair of his wife, wherein he formerly appeared 
to have been moft of all fortunate ; for the af¬ 
fection he had for Mariamne was no way in¬ 
ferior to the affedlions of fuch as arc on that 
account celebrated in hiftory, and this very 
juftly. As for her, Ihe was in other refpeds 
a challe woman, and faithful to him ; yet had 
fhe fomewhat of a woman rough by nature, 
and treated her hufband imperioufly enough, 
becaufe flic faw he was fo fond of her as to be 
enflaved to her. She did not alfo confidcr fea- 
fonahiy .with herfelf, that ihe lived under a 
monarchy, and that flic was at another’s dif- 
pofal, and accordingly, would behave herfeff 
after a laucy manner to him ; which yet he 
ulitally put off in a jelling way, and bore with 
moderation and good temper. She would alfo 
expofe his mother and lifter openly, on ac¬ 
count of the meannefs of their birth, and would 
fpeak unkindly of-them, infomuch, that there 
was before this a difagreement and unpardon¬ 
able hatred among the women, and it was now 
come to greater reproaches of one another than 
formerly, which fufpicions increafed, and laft- 
ed a whole year aftfer Herod returned from 
-Catfar. However, thefe misfortunes, which 
had been kept under feme decency for a great 
while, burnout.all at once .upon fuch an occa- 
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vas now offered ; for as the king was 
' out noon lain down on his bed to 
called for Mariamne, out of the 
gre -.ion he had always for her. She 

came •. accordingly, but would not lie down 
by him ': and when he was very ddirous.of her 
company, flie fhewed her contempt of him; 
and added by way of reproach, that he had 
caufcd * her father and her brother to be flain. 
And when he took this injury very unkindly, 
and was ready to ufe violence to her, in a pre¬ 
cipitate manner, the king’s filler Salome obferv- 
ingthat he was more than ordinarily diflurbed, 
lent in to the king his cup-bearer, who had 
been prepared long before-hand for fuch a de- j 
lign, find bid him tell the king, how Mariamne 
had perfuaded him to give his a If fiance in pre- 
pa "ing a love-potion for him. And if he ap¬ 
pear to be greatly concerned, and to afk what 
that love-potion was? to tell him, that fhe had 
the potion, and that he was deiired only to 
give it him: but that in-cafe he did not appear 
to be much concerned at this potion, to let the 
thing drop ; and that if lie did fo, no harm 
fhoukl thereby come to him. When fhe had 
given him thefe inftrudlions, flic font him in 
at this time to make fuch a fpcech. So he 
went in, after a compofcd manner, to gain cre¬ 
dit to what he fhould fay, and yet fomewhat 
liaflily, and faid, That “ Mariamne had given 
hi.m prefents, and perfuadec^Jim to give him 
a love-potion.” And .when this-moved the 

king, he laid, That “ this love-potion was a 
competition that fhe had given him, whofe .ef¬ 
fects he did not know, which' was the reafon 
of his refolving to give him this information, 
as the fafeft courfe he could take, both for him- 
felf and for the king.” When Herod heard 
what he. faid, and was in an ilUdifpofition be¬ 
fore,- his. indignation grew more violent; and 
he ordered that eunuch .of Mariamne, who 
was mo.ft faithful to her, to be brought to tor¬ 
ture about thi& potion, as well knowing it Was 

* *Whcrcas Marianne is here rcpreftnteJ as reproaching 
Herod with the murder of her father [Alexander] as well 
as her brother [Ariftobulus] while it was her grandfather 
Hyrcanus, and not her father Alexander, whom he cauf?. 
ed to be {lain (as Jofcphus. himfelf informs us, chip, vi." 
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not poffible that any thing I'm all or great could 
be done without him. And when the man 
was under the utmofl agonies, lie could lav 
I nothing concerning the tiling be was tortured 
about, but fo far be knew, that JVfor.iamne'f; 
hatred againfl him was occahoned by fomewhat 
that Sohemus had laid to her. Now as he was 
faying this, llciod cried out aloud, and faid, 
That “Sohemus, who had been at all other 
times mofl faithful to him, and to his govern¬ 
ment, would not have betrayed what injunc¬ 
tions he had given him, unlcfs he had had a 
| nearer converfation than ordinary with Ma¬ 
riamne.” So he gave order that Sohemus 
fhoukl be fei/.ed on, and flain immediately: 
But he allowed his wife to take her trial : and 
got together thofe that were moil faithful to 
him, and laid an elaborate accufafion againfl 
her for this love-potion and compofttion, which 
had been charged upon her by way of calum¬ 
ny only. However, he kept no temper in 
what he faid, and was in too great a paifion 
forjudging well about this matter. According¬ 
ly, when the court was at length finished that 
he was fo refolved, they pafli-d the fentence of 
death upon her; but when the fentence was 
pain'd upon her, this temper was Juggefled by 
himfelf, and by fome others ol the court,• that 
fhe fhould not he thus hafiiiy put to death, 
hut be laid in prifon in one of the iortrelfes be¬ 
longing to the kingdom : hut Salome and her 
party-laboured hard to have the woman put to 
death ; and they prevailed with the king to do 
fo, and advifed tld.- out of caution, left the 
multitude fhould he tumultuous, if"free were buf¬ 
fered to live : and thus was Mariamne led to 
execution. 

j. WhjEN Alexandra obferved how things 
went,- and that there were final] hopes-that flic 
herfelf fhould efcape the like treatment from He ¬ 
rod, fhe changed her behaviour to <]uite the re¬ 
verie of what might have been expedit'd from her 

former 

5 2.) we mr.ft cither take Zonara’b rending, which here is 
grandfather rightly, or dfe we mutt, as before, ehap. 1. 

§ 1. allow a {lip of Jofcphus’s pen or memory ill the pit', .e 
before ns. 
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former boldnefs, and this after a very indecent 
manner ; for out of her defire to (hew how en¬ 
tirely ignorant the was of the crimes laid againft 
Mariamne, fhe leaped out of her place, and re¬ 
proached her daughter, in the'hearing of all 
the people ; and cried out, That, flic had been 
an ill woman, and ungrateful to her hufbuml, 
and that him pun:fitment camejuflly upon her, 
for fuch her infolent behaviour; for that the 
hadniot made proper returns to him who had 
been their common benefa&or.” And when 
fhe had for feme time aded after this hypocri¬ 
tical manner, and been fo outragions as to tear 
her hair, this indecent and dilfembling beha¬ 
viour, as was lobe expeded, was greatly con¬ 
demned by the reft of the fpeclators, as it was 
■ principally by the poor woman who was to dif¬ 
fer ; lor at-the hr(l Hie gave her not a word, 
nor was difcompoled at her pccvilhuds, and 
only looked at her; yet did flic out of a great- 
nefs of foul diicover her concern for her mo¬ 
ther’s oflence, and efjiecially for her expofmg 
I»o rf el f m a manner io unbecoming her; but as 
for hcrfclf, ibe went to her death with an un¬ 
shaken fnanefs of mind, and without changing 
the colour of her face, and thereby evidently 
hi louvered the nobility of her ddeent to the 
spectator.;, even in the kill moments of her life. 

O. A Vi) thus died Mariamne, a woman of 
an excellent charadcr, inotIi for chaility, and 
grealnds of foul ; hut tlie wanted moderation, 
and had too imult ol contention in her nature; 

had fhe ah that can he laid in the beauty of 
her body, and her nnudltc appearance in con- 
e; tation ; and thence a rote the great dl part of 
the o.vahons v.diy fhe did not p.rovc in agree- 
d)ie to the king, nor live fo plcafantly with 
i’itn as the might nthervwle have dupe ; for 
while the was moil indulgently ufed by the 
l-r.ig, out ol his Ion Inch; for her, and did mg 
raped that he could do ativ hard thing to bet, 
etc took too unbounded a liberty. Moreover, 
that whidi mod nil! Vied her was, what he had 
d me to fi i relations, and fhe ventured to (peak 
of ajl they had fuff red by him, and at lafl 
greatly provoked l-cith the king’s mother and 
ode", till they became enemies to her; and even 
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he himfelf alfo did the fame, on whom alone 
flic depended for her expectations of elbm ':. u 
the laft of punifhments. 

7. But when fhe was once dead, the king’s 
affections for her were kindled in a mere out- 
mgious manner tlian before, whole old pal- 
lion for her we have already deferibed ; for 
his love to her was not of a calm nature, nor 
fuch as wc ufually meet with among other 
hufbauds; for at its commencement it was ol 
an enlbufuftic kind, nor was it by their long 
cohabitation and free conveifation together 
brought under his power to manage; but at 
this time his love to Mariamne leemed to f-i/e 
him in fuch a peculiar manner, as looked like 
divine vengeance upon him, for the taking; 
away her life; for he would frequently call foi 
her, and frequently lament for her, in a moil 
indecent manner. Moreover, he bethought him 
of every thing he could make ufe of to diver; 
his mind from thinking of her, and contrived 
fealls and afiembiics for that purpofe, but in - 
thing would fufficc ; he therefore laid afide tin 
adminiftration of public affairs, and was fo far 
conquered by his paffion, that he would ordei 
his lervants to call few Mariamne, as if flic were 
Hill alive, and could Hill hear them. And when 
he was in this way; there arofc a peftilcntial 
difeafe, and earned off the greateft part of the 
multitude, and of his heft and mod eftcctncd 
friends, and trade all men lufpedt that this 
diftemper was Brought upon them by the anger 
of God, for the injuftice that had been done to 
Mariamne. This eircutnftance a He fled the 
king Hill more, till at length he forced himfelf 
to go into defart places, and there, under pre¬ 
tence of going a hunting, bitterly affected hiiT- 
fclf; yet had he not borne his grief there many 
days before he fell into a moft dangerous dill- 
temper himfelf: He had an inflammation upon 
him, and a pain in the hinder part of his head, 
joined with madnefs; and for the remedies thr r 
were ufed, they did him no good at all, hi t 
proved contrary to his cafe, and fo at length 
brought him to defpair. All the phyfkdans 
alfo that were about him, partly becaufe the 

medicines 
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medicines they brought for his recovery could 
at all conquer the dileafe, and partly be- 
j—infe Ins diet could be no other than what his 
dileafe it dined him to, defired him to cat what¬ 
ever he had a mind to, and fo left the fniail [ 
hopes they had of bis recovery in the power of | 
that diet, and committed him to fortune. And 
thus did his dillkmper go on, while he was at 
Samaria, now called Sclwjic. 

K. Now Alexandra abode at this time at Te- 

, j 

nifalem, and being informed what condition 
Herod was in, fire endeavoured to get poffeffion ! 
of the fortified places that were about the city, 
which were two, the one belonging to the city 
itfclf, the other belonging to the temple ; and 
thole that could get them into their hands had j 
the whole nation under their power ; for with- j 
out the command of them, it was not polfiblc j 
to offer their faerifices : and to think of leaving | 
off thole faerifices, is to every Jew plainly im- ( 
poffible, who are Hill more ready tp lofe their j 
lives than to leave off that divine worlhip which 
they have been wont to pay unto God. Alex¬ 
andra therefore difcourled with thofe that had 
the keeping of thefe ftrong holds, that it was 
proper for them to deliver the fame to her, and 
to Herod’s fons, left, upon his death, any other 
perfon fhonld l'cize upon the government; and 
that, upon his recovery, none could keep them , 
more fafely for him than thofe of his own fa¬ 
mily. Tilde words were not by them at all 
taken in good part; and as they had been in 
former times faithful [to Herod] they refolvcd 
to continue f© row more than ever, both be- 
vaufe they hated Alexandra, and becauie they 
thought it a fort of impiety to defpair of He¬ 
rod’s recovery while he was yet alive, for they 
had been his old friends ; and one of them, 
whofe name was Ach'iabus , was his coulin-ger- 
man. They fent 'meflengers therefore to ac¬ 
quaint him with Alexandra’s defign ; fo lie 
made no longer delay, but gave orders to have 
her Haiti; yet was it ftill with difficulty, and 
after he had endured great pain, that he got 
clear fif his diftemper. He was ftill lorely af- 
flided both in mind and body, and made very 
tmeafy, and readier than ever upon all occa- , 


lions to inllid punifhmcnt upon ihul.* ih-it ioil 
under his hand. He alfo Hew the moil inli- 
matc of bis friends, (hAubaiu ;, and Lyfima- 
chus, and Gadi.ts, who was i!U> called Stuti/ui- 
ttr ; as alfo Dolitheus, ami that upon the fol¬ 
lowing occafiou. 

(j. Cost o it Anus was an Idumean by birth, 
and one of principal dignity among them, and 
one whofe anccftors* had been priefts to the 
Ivoze, whom the Idumeans had [lormerly] 
eftcemcd as a god; but after J lyre-mug had 
made a change in their polidc.il government, 
and made them receive the Jewilh cuftams 
and law, Herod made Coiloliarus governor of 
Idumea and Gaza, and gave him his filler Sa¬ 
lome to wife ; and this was upon his [laughter 
of [his uncle] Jofeph, who had that govern - 
ment before, as we have related already. 
When Coflobarus had gotten to he fo highly 
advanced, it pleated him, anu was more than 
he hoped for, and he was more and more puf¬ 
fed up by his good iucccf?, and in a little while 
he exceeded all hounds, and did not think fit 
to obey what Herod, as their ruler, command¬ 
ed him, or that the Idumeans Jhould make u(e 
of the Jewilh cuflomc, or he fiihjccf to them. 
He therefore lent to Chopatra, ami informed 
her, that the Idumeans had been always under 
his progenitors, and that for the lame reai'on it 
was hut juft that the ihouid defire that country 
for him of Antony, for that he was ready to 
transfer his friendship to her: and this he did, 
not becaufe he was bitter pleated to be untiei 
Cleopatra’s government, but becaufe he thought 
that, upon the diminution of Herod’s power, 
it would not be difficult for him to obtain hiu:- 
felf the entire government over the Idumeans, 
and fomewhat more alio ; ior he railed his 
hopes ftill higher, as having no final! pretence:, 
both by his birth, and by theie riches which he 
had gotten by his eonftant attention to filthy 
lucre ; and accordingly it was not a lrnall mat¬ 
ter that he aimed at. So Cleopatra defired this 
country of Antony, hut 1 ailed of her purpofc. 
An account of this was brought to Jlcrod, who 
was thereupon ready to kill Coftobaru<q yet, 




A N T I QJJ'I T t T S O^'Yh I ‘ ; Boo f : XV, 


5 ;\* 

upon the iutreaties of his filler and mother, he 
forgave him, and vouchfafed to pardon him en¬ 
tirely, though he Rill had a hilpicion of him 
afterward for this his attempt. 

io. But feme time afterward, when Sa¬ 
lome happened to quarrel with. Coltobarus, Ihe 

lent him a bill of divorce, and dilTolvcd her 
marriage with him, though this was not ac¬ 
cording r the Jewifh laws ; for with us it is 
lawful for an hufbaml to, do lo ; hut a wife, if 
ihe departs from her hufband, cannot of her- 
i'elf he married to another, unlels her former 
hufbjnd put her away. However, Salome 
ehole to follow not the law of her country, 
but the law of her authority, and fo renounced 
her wedlock ; and told her brother Herod, that 
ihe left her hufband out of her good-will to 
him, becaufe (he perceived, that he, with An¬ 
tipater, and Lyftraachus, and Dofitheus, were , 
railing a fedition againft him : as an evidence 
whereof Are aliedged the cafe of the fens of 
Babas, that they had been by-- him preferved 
alive already for the interval of twelve years; 
which proved to be true. But when Herod 
thus unexpectedly heard of it, he was greatly 
tuyprifed at it, and was the more furprifed, be- ’ Jl 
vaul’e the relation appeared incredible to him. 
\s for the fa ft relating to thefe fons of Babas, 
Herod had formerly taken great pains to bring 
! heru to punidiment, as being enemies to his 
government; hut they were now forgotten by 
him, on account of the length of time [iince 
he had ordered them to be ilain.] Now the 
caufe of his ill-will and hatred to them arofe 
hence, that while Antigonus was king, Herod, 
with his army, belieged the city of Jerufalem, 
where the dillrefs and miferies which the be- 

* Ilerc it; a plain example of Jewifli lady giving a bill 
of divorce to her hufband, though in the days of Jofcphus 
:r was nor bv the Jews clleemed lawful for a woman fo 
10 do. .See the like among tlie Parthians, Anticp II. XVIII. 
.chap. is. 6. However, the Chrillian law, when it al¬ 
lowed divorce for adultery, Matt. v. 32. allowed the in¬ 
nocent wife to divorce her guilty hufband, as well as the 
mnocent hails.md to divorce his guilty wife, as we learn 
from the fnrphertl of Hernias, Mand. 15 . [V. and from 
die f.vond apology of Jullin.Martyr, where a perfecution 
was brought upon the Cirriiliuns upon filch a divorce : 
«nJ 3 thi d> 1. Roman law-, permitted it at tint time, as 


fieged endured were fo prelfing, that the gre?' 
number of them invited Herod into the 
and already placed their hopes on birr 
the fons of Babas were of great d : 
had power among the multitude, 0 

faithful to Antigonus, and were alwaj .ung 
calumnies againft Herod, and encouraged the 
j>eople to preferve the governrfient to that royal 
family which held it by inheritance. So thefe 
men added thus politically, and, as they thought, 
for their own advantage ; but when the city 
was taken, and Herod had gotten the govern¬ 
ment into his hands, and Coftobarus was ap¬ 
pointed to hinder men from palling out at the 
gates, and to guard the city, that thole citizen - 
that were guilty and of the party oppofite to 
the king might not get out of it, Coftobarus. 
being fenfible that the fons of Babas were had 
in refpedt and honour by the whole multitude, 
and fuppofmg that their prefervation might be 
of great advantage to him in the changes of 
government afterward, he let them by tliem- 
felves, and concealed them in his own farms - 
•and when the thing was fufpedted, he allured 
Herod upon oath that he really knew nothing 
of that matter, and fo overcame the fufpicions 
that lay upon him ; nay, after ihat, when the 
king had publicly propofed a reward, for the 
difeovery, and bad put in practice all forts of 
methods for fearching out this matter, he would 
not confefs it; but being perfuaded, that when 
he had at firft denied it, if the men were found, he 
Ihould not efcape unpuniilied, he was forced 
to keep them fecret, not only out of his good¬ 
will to them, but out of a neceffary regard to 
his own prefervation alfo : But when the king 

knew 

well as rhe laws of Chriftianity. Now this Babas, who 
was one of the rate of the Afamoneans or Maccabees, as 
the latter end of this fection informs us, is related by the 
Jews, as 13 r Hudfon here remarks, to have been fo emi¬ 
nently religious in the Jewifli way, that, except the day 
following the 10th of Tilri, the great day of atonement 
when .he feems to have ftippofed all hjs lins entirely for¬ 
given, he ufed every day of,the whole year to offer a fi»- 
crifice for his fins of ignorance, or fuch as he fupjvjfedhc 
had been guilty of, but did not dillinclly remember. So; 
fomewhat like it of Agrippa the Great’, Antic]. D. XIX. 
chap. iii. $ 3. amt Job i. 4, 5. 
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knew theThing, by his filler Vinformation, he 
"iw^men to the places where he had'the inti¬ 
mation they were concealed, and ordered both 
them, jaitd thofe that were accufed as guilty 
with tpem, to be {lain, infomuch, that there 
were now none at all left of the kindred of 
Hyrcanus, and the kingdom was entirely in 
Herod’s own power, and there was nobody 
remaining of fuch dignity as could put a hop 
to what he did again!! the Jewifh laws. 


C H A P. VIII. 

iloiv ten Men of the Citizens [/./' jenjaiem] 
made a Confpiracy ag unjl Herod, Jar the 
foreign Practices he had introduced , which 
was a Traufgrejjio/i of the Laws of their 
Country. Concerning the Building of Sehafle 
and Cefarca , and other Edifices of Herod. 

% 


O N this 
volled 


is account it was that Herod re¬ 
el from the laws of his country, 
and corrupted their ancient conftitution, by the 
introduction of foreign practices, which confti- 
tution yet ought to have been preferred invio* 
{able; by which means we became guilty of 
great wickednefs afterward, while thole religi¬ 
ous obfervances which ufed to lead the multi¬ 
tude to piety were now neglected ; for, in the 
firft place, he appointed, folemn gamer, to he 
celebrated every fifth year in honour of Ctefar, 
and built a theatre at Jcrufalem, as aifo a very- 
great amphitheatre in the plain. Both of them 
were indeed coftly works, but oppofite to the 
jewifh. cuftoras ; for we have had no fuch 
fhews delivered down to us as fit to he uied or 
exhibited by us ; yet did he celebrate thcle 
games every five years, in the molt lolemn 
and fplendid manner. He aifo made procla¬ 
mation to the neighbouring countries, and cal¬ 
led men together, out of every nation. The 

* Thefe grand plays, and fhews, and thymelid or mut;c 
meetings, and chariot-i.ices, when the chariot, were drawn 
by two, three, or four pair of horfes, fcsV. initiruted b; lj 
Hero# in his theatres, were Hill, as we fee here, Bow 1 j| 
on by the foberJews, not only asheathenilh (ports,,md tend- 
iug to corrupt the manners of the Jewifli nation,and to bring 
them into love with PaganiUi idolatry, and Pag uiifh con- 


wreftlers aifo, and the refi. of thofe that {hove 
for the prizes in fuch games, vvcic invited our. 
of every land, both by the hopes ol the re¬ 
wards there to be bellowed, and by the glory 
of the victory to be thV ■ gained. So the prin¬ 
cipal persons that were the molt eminent in 
thefe forts of exercifes were gotten together ; 
for there were very great rewards for victory 
propoled, not only to thofe that performed 
their exercifes naked, but to thole that played 
the muficians aifo, and weic called Lbyuieha ; 
and he fpared no pains to induce all perfons, 
the molt famous for fuch exercifes, to conic to 
this con tell for victory. He alio piopofed no 
fmall rewards to thofe who ran for the prize-; 
in chariot-races, when they were drawn by twe, 
or three, or four pair of horles. He aifo imi¬ 
tated every thing, though never fo collly or 
magnificent, in other nations, out of an ambi¬ 
tion that he might gi ve molt public dcinonftra- 
tion of his grandeur. Infcriptions aifo of the 
great aCtions of Cedar, and trophies of thofe 
nations winch lie had conquered in his wars, 
and all made of the purell gold and.filver, en- 
compafled the theatre itfclf: Nor was there any 
thing that could be fubfervient to bis delign, 
whether it were precious garments, or precious 
Hones let in order, which was not aifo expofed 
to fight in thefe games. He had aifo made a 
great preparation of wild hearts, and of lions 
themklves in great abundance, and of fuch 
other beat were cither of uncommon 

ftrength, or cf fuch a fort as were rarely fecn. 
Thefe were prep*red either to fight with one 
another, or that men who were condemned to 
death were to light with them. And truly 
foreigners were gieatly furprifed and delighted 
at the vaftnefs of the expences here exhibited, 
and at the great dancers that were here leen ; 

'■ but to natural Jews, this was no better than 
* a 

iluft of life, but to the difiolulBn of the lav of Mob;, 
and accordingly were gic.itly and juUIv toad, nnul bv 
li.uu, as appears ho e and every where eif, it. !cdt.-p,iii 
Bov is the cafe of oui modem m.if.jucrades, pho. ■ ,,oJai. ... 
and the Hko pmp< -H.ut v.iniiiet if it. a a.Jtf -a;,,./, el . ,iy 
better tendeiKv under Chiidianitv. 
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a diflblution of thofe cuftoms for which they 
had fo great a veneration. It appeared alfo no 
better than an indance of barefaced impiety, 
to throw men to wild beads, for the affording 
c\tjight to the fpedlators ; and it appeared an 
v?m- ice of no lets impiety to change their own 
*Ta'ws, for inch foreign exercifes: but above all 
the reft, the trophies gave tnoft diftaile to the 
Jews; for as they imagined them to he images, 
included within the armour that hung round 
.about them, they were forely difpleafed at 
them, becanfe it was not the cuftom of their 
country to pay honours to fitch images. 

2. Non was Herod unacquainted with the 
difturbance they were under: And as he thought 
it unleafonable to ufe violence with them, fo 
he fpake to fome of them by way of confolation, 
and in order to free them from that fuperfti- 
rious fear they were under ; yet could not he 
fatisfy them, but they cried out with one ac¬ 
cord, out of their great uneafmefs at the offen¬ 
ces they thought he had been guilty of, that 
although they fhould think of hearing all the 
reft, yet would they never bear images of men 
in their city, meaning the tropies, bccaufe this 
was diiagreeable to the laws of their country. 
Now when Herod faw them in inch diforder, 
and that they would not eafily change their 
rcfolution, unlcfs they received fatisfadion in 
ibis point, he called to him the moll eminent 
men among them, and brought them upon the 
theatre, and ihewed them the trophies, and 
a Iked them, what fort of things they took thefe 
trophies to he? And when they cried out, that 
■ihey were the images of men, he gave cider j 
that tiny fhould lie dripped of thele outward 
ornaments which were aoout them, and {hew¬ 
ed them the naked pieces of wood, which pieces 1 
of wood, now without any ornament, became : 
matter of great fport aaid laughter to them, he- 
: .iufe they had before always had the» orna¬ 
ments of images themfelves in derifion. 

2. Vfurxi therefore Herod had thus got 
dear of the multitude, and had diffipafed the 
vchetnency of paflion under which they had 
been, the greateft part of the people were 
dilpofed to change their conduct, and not to 


be difpleafed at him any longer ; but ftill.vome 
of them • continued in their difpleafure agawft 
him, for his introduction of new cuftoms, and 
cftccmcd the violation of the laws of their 
country as likely, to be the origin of ver r great 
mifehiefs ro them ; fo that they deemed it an 
inftance of piety, • rather to hazard themfelves 
[to be put to death] than to feem as if they 
took no notice of Herod, who, upon the change 
he had made in their government, introduced 
fuch cuftoms, and that in a violent manner, 
which they had never been ufed to before, a 4 
indeed in pretence a king, hut in reality one 
that -(hewed himfelf an enemy to their whole 
nation ; on which account ten men, that were ci¬ 
tizens of [Jerufalem] confpired together again!! 
him, and {'ware to one another to undergo any 
dangers in the attempt, and took daggers with 
them, under their garments [for the purpofz 
of filling Herod]. Now there was a certain 
i bjhfd man among thofe confpirators, who had 
! thu,S fworn to one another, on account of the 
j indignation he had againft what he heard to 
| have been done ; he was not indeed able to 
^fford the reft any affiftance in the undertaking, 
%ut was ready to undergo any fuffering with 
them, if fo be they fhould come to any harm, 
infomuch, that he became a very great encour- 
ager of the reft of the undertakers. 

4. When they had taken this refolution, 
and that by common eonfent, they went into 
the theatre, hoping that, in the frit place, He¬ 
rod himfelf could not efcape them, as they 
fhould fall upon him fo unexpectedly; and 
fuppofmg, how;ever, that, if they miffed him, 
they fhould kill a great many of thofe that 
were about him : and this refolution they took, 
though they fhould die for it, in order to fug- 
geft to the king what injuries he had done to 
the multitude. - Thefe confpirators, therefore, 
{landing thus prepared before-hand, went a- 
bout their defign with great alacrity; but there 
was one of thofe fpies of Herod that We're ap¬ 
pointed for fuch purpofes, to fi£h out and in¬ 
form him of arty confpiracies that fhoiftd be 
-made .againft him, v?ho found out the whole 

affair, 
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a flan .'"’''ancf Ttxld the king of ir, as he was about 
go into the theatre. So when he reflected 
on tlie hatred which he knew the greateft part 
ox the people bore him, and on the diilurban- 
ces thaijl arofe upon every occafion, he thought 
this pl6t againfl him not to be improbable. Ac¬ 
cordingly he retired into his palace, and called 
thole that were ticc u fed of this conspiracy be¬ 
fore him by their feveral names ; and as upon 
the guards falling upon them, they were caught 
in the very f'a£t, and knew they could not 
eicape, they prepared themfclves for their ends 
with all the decency they could, and fo as not 
at all to recede from their refolute behaviour; 
for they (hewed no fhame for what they were 
about, nor denied it; but when they were feiz- 
cd, they fhewed their daggers, and profeflfed, 
That “ the confpiracy they had fworn to was 
an holy and pious action : th’at what they in¬ 
tended to do was not for gain, or out of any 
indulgence to their paflions, but principally for 1 
thole cornmou cufloms of their country, which 1 
all the Jews were obliged to obferve, or to die : 
for them.” This was what thele men faid, out 
of their undaunted courage in this confpiracy. t 
So they were led away to execution by the 1 
king’s guard*,, that flood about them, and pa¬ 
tiently underwent all the torments inflidled on 
them till they died. Nor was it long before 
that fpy, who had difeovered them, was feized 
on by feme of the people, out of the hatred they 
bore to him, and was not only llain by them, 
but pulled to pieces limb from limb, and given 
to the dogs. This execution was feen by ma¬ 
ny of the citizens, yet would not one of them 
difeover the doers of it, till upon Herod’s fna- ; 
king a ftrikl ferutiny after them, by bitter and i'c- j 
vere tortures, certain women that were tortured 
confeffed what they had feen done : The authors 
of which fadt were lb terribly punithed by the 
king, that their entire families were deftroyed, 
for this their rafh attempt; yet did not the ob- 
ftinacy of the people, and that undauyted con- 
ftancy they (liewed in the defence of their laws, 
make, Herod.any cafier to them; but he ftill 
~ flrengthencd himfelf after a more fecure man¬ 
ner, and refolved to encotnpafs the multitude 


every way, left fuch innovations Ihould end in 
an open rebellion. 

Since therefore he had now'the ciiv for¬ 
tified by the palace in which lie lived, and lm 
the temple, which had a luvng fort re & by it. 
called Antonia, and was rebuilt by himfelf, he 
contrived to make Samaria a lorfreis for him 
felf alfo again!! all the people, and called f 
Sebajlc , fuppofing that t!iis pl.ny would be a 
ftrong hold againil the country, nor inferior to 
the former. So he fortified that plate, which 
was a day’s journey diftant from Jeruialem, and 
which would be ufua! to him in common, to 
keep both the country and the city in awe. 
He alfo built another foitrds for the whole 
nation : it was ol old called Strata's Tower, 
but was by him named Caj'arca. Moreover, 
he choic out fomc feledt liorfemen, and placed 
them in the great plain ; and built [for them] 
a place in Galilee, called Gala, with Iicfebo- 
nitis in Perea. And thefe were the places 
which he particularly built, while he was always 
inventing fomewhat farther for his own fcco¬ 
rky, and encompafling the whole nation with 
guards, that they might by no means get from 
under bis power, nor fall into tumults, which 
they did continually upon any fmall commotion; 
and that if they did make any commotions he 
might know of it, -while fume- of his (pies 
might be upon them from the neighbourhood, 
and might both be able to know what thev 
were attempting, and to pi event it. Anti 
when he went about building the wall of Sa¬ 
maria, he contrived to bring thither many of 
thofe that had been affifting to him in his wars, 
j and many of the people in that neighbourhood 
| alfo, whom he made fellow-riti/t ns with the 
reft. This he did out of an ambitious del ire 
of building a temple, and out of a defire to 
make the city more eminent than it had been 
before, but principally becaule lie contrived 
that it might at once be fm his own futurity, 
and a monument of his inreni icccoe. He al¬ 
fo changed its name, and called it S, r. 
Moreover, he paittd the , ihi-ininsr count; v, 
which was excellent in its kind, among the in- 
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habitants of Samaria, that they might he in a 
happy condition, upon their ftrft coming to 
inhabit. Bolidcl all which, he encompalTed 
the city with a wall of great ftrenglh, and made 
nfe of the. acclivity of the place for making Its 
fwriheatioas Wronger: nor was the com pa is of 
the place! made now lb final! as it had been before, 
but was fuch as rendered it not inferior to the 
snotl fnm ;u.s cities; for it was twenty furlongs 
rn cireuimcrcnte. Now within and about the 
middle of it, he Ijuilt a facred place, of a fur- 
long and an. half [in circuit] and adorned it with 
ail forts of decorations, and therein creeled a 
temple, which was illnflrious on account of 
both its largenels and beauty. And as to the 
feverai parts of the city, he adorned them with 
decorations of all forts alio: And as to what 
was nccciVarv to provide for his own lecurity, 
lie made the wails very ftrong for that purpofe, 
and made it, for the greateft part, a citadel : 
and as to the elegance of the buildings, it was 
taker cure of alfo, that he might leave monu¬ 
ments of the llnctiels of his talk',, and of his 
beneficence, to future ages. 


C H A P. IX. 

Concerning the Famine that happened in pfudea 
and Syria : Find h<>iv llcrod , after he had 
married another iffe, rebuilt Cerfarca , and 
other CGrecian Cite r. 

k -x. THk T () W on this very year, which was 
| the thirteenth year of the reign of 
Herod, very great calamities came upon the 
country : whether tliey were derived from the 

*■ I lore wr have ;m eminent example of the language 
j >' foil-plus in his writing to Gentiles, dill’ercnt from that 
v. hen lie wrote to Jews : in his writing to whom he Hill 
derive; all huh judgments from the anger of God ; but 
’■■'•ranfe lie kne'v m.uiv of the Gentiles thought they might' 
u itt.trtily corny in certain periods, lie complies with them 

i. t the following fen true e. See the note on the War, 

ii. 1. . Lip. XXMli. (, ?. 

; i he, famine for t\v*» years, that afleOcd Jtnlea ancl 
‘Veil tie' tub ami 14th years of llerod, whic h are the 
end > years before tbs Qhriitian sera, feems to 
!a,v 'even mere, terrible during this time than was that in 
t;,j d of J.ie.'b, G::i. xli. xiii. And what makes the 
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anger of God, or * whether this mifer* 
again naturally in certain periods o f 
in the hr It place, there were perpe 
and for that real on the ground was , and 

1 did not bring forth the fame quantity of traits, 
that it uled to produce; and alter this barren - 
1 nefs of the foil, that change of food which the 
want of corn occahoned produced diftempers in 
! the bodies of men, and a peftilential difeafe pre- 
i vailed, one mifery following upon the hack o‘ 
another : and thefe circumhanccs, that they 
were dellitute both of methods of cure, and of 
food, made the peftilential diftemper, which 
| began after a violent manner, the more lading, 

; The dertrudion of men alfo after fitch a man¬ 
ner deprived thofe that lurvivcd of all their 
courage, bccaule they had no way to provide 
remedies Efficient for tne difhvlfcs they were 
in. When thcfelkc the fruits of that year 
were fpoiled, and whatfoever they Intel laid n o 
before-hand were fpent, there was no founda¬ 
tion of hope for relief remaining; hut the tni- 
fery, contrary to what they expedit'd. Hill iu- 
creafed upon them; and this not only on that 
year, while they had nothing for thernfelvcs 
left [at the end of it] ; but what feed they had 
fown perifhed alfo, by rcalon of the ground 
not yielding its fruits on the f fecond year. 
This diftrefs they were in made them alfo out 
of ncceflity to eat many things that did not ui'e 
to be eaten : nor was the king himfelf free from 
this diftrefs any more than other men, as being 
deprived of that tribute he ufed to have from 
the fruits of the ground, and having already 
expended what money he had in his liberality 

to 

■comparifon the more remarkable is this, that now, as well 
as then, the relief they had was from Egypt alfo, then 
from Jofeph the governor of Egypt, under Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and now from Petronius the prefebl of Egypt, 
under Auguflus the Roman emperor. See almolt the 
like cale Antiq. B. XX. chap. ii. § 6. It is alfo well 
worth our oblervation- here, that thefe two years were a 
fabbatic vqpr, and a year of jubilee, for which providence, 

; during the the theocracy, ufed to provide a triple crop be- 
| fore-hand, but became now, when the Jew3 had ^forfeit- 
! ed that blefling, the greatdl years of famine to them ever 
j fince the days of Ahab, 1 Kings xvii. xviii. 
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ro'tSofc whole cities he had huik ; nor had j 
he nitty people that were worthy of his affff- 
uice, nfAkct^his miferable ll ite of things h.rd 
jot 1 re*f huh tk&, hatred of his fubjedls; for it 
cdnflant rule, that misfortunes are llill laid 
•o tl/c account of thole that govern. j 

2 . In thefe circumilunees heconlidered with 
himfclf how to procure fome fcafi-liable hdp ; 
out this was a hard thing to be done, while J 
' heir neighbours had no food to fell them, and 
their money alio was gone, had it been poHihic ! 
to purehafe a little food at a great price. I low- j. 
ever, he thought it his bell way, by all means, 
not to leave off Iris endeavours to alibi his peo- ! 
pie ; fo he cut off the rich furniture that was in 
lbs palace, both of filver and gold, infomuch, 
that he did not (pare the hueft veifels he had, I 
or thofe that were made with the moll elabo¬ 
rate fhill of the artificers, but lent the money 
to Pctronius, who had been made perfect of 
h'.gypt by C:rl.ir : And as not a few had alrea¬ 
dy fled to him under their neccflities, and as he 
was particularly a friend to Herod, and-defir- 
ous to have his fubjedts preferved, he gave | 
leave to them, in the firfl place, to export corn, ! 
and affifted them every way, both in purcha- j 
fing and exporting the fame; fo that he was ■ 
the principal, if not the (ftily perfon, who af- ! 
forded them what help they had. And Herod 
taking care the people fhouhl underhand that 
this help came from himfclf, did hereby not 
only remove from him the ill opinion of thofe 
that formerly hated him, but gave them the 
greatcfl demonflration poffible of his good-will 
ro them, and care of them'; for, in the firfl 
place, as for thofe who were able to provide 
their own food, he dillributed to them their 
portion of corn in the exadteft manner; but for 
thofe many that were not able, either by reafon 
of their old age, or any other infirmity, to 
provide food for themfelves, he made this pro- 
vifion for them, that the bakers fhould make 
their bread ready for them. He alfo took care 
that they might not be hurt by the dangers of 
..winter, fince they were in great want of cloath- 
ing alfo, by reafon of the utter definition and 
eonfumption of their ilheep and goals, till they 
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be went fariber, in older to provide neeelfaiics 
for their neighbour, and gave Iced tc5 the Sy¬ 
rians, which thing turned greatly to his own 
advantage alfo, this charitable aflitlance being 
afforded moll feafonably to their fruitful foil, 
lo that every one had now a plentiful provifion 
of food. Upon the whole, when the harvefl 
of the land was approaching, he lent no fewer 
than lffty thoufand men, whom lie had fullaui- 
ed, into the country ; by which means he both 
repaired the afflidlcd condition of his own king¬ 
dom with great gcucrofity and diligence, and 
lightened the afflictions of Ids neighbours, who 
were under the lame calamities; for there was 
nobody who had been in want that was left 
deilitute of a fuitable'afiiftance by him ; nay, 
farther, there were neither any people, nor 
any cities, nor any private men, who were to 
make provifion for multitudes, and on that ac¬ 
count were in want of iupport, and bad re- 
courfe to him, but received what they Hood in 
need of; infomuch, that it appeared upon a 
computation, that the number of cori of wheat, 
of ten attic medinmi a-piece, that were given 
to foreigners, amounted to ten thoufand, and 
the number that were riven in his own kine- 

. ^ . o 

dom was about fourfeore thoufand. Now it 
happened, that this care of his, and this fcafon- 
able benefaction, had Inch influence on the 
Jews, and was fo cried up among other nations, 
as to wipe off that old hatred which his viola¬ 
tion of fome of their cuffonu, during his reign, 
had procured him among all the nation ; and 
that this liberality of his affiflanrc in this their 
greatefl ncceflity was full fatisfadlion for all that 
he had done of that nature, as it alfo procured 
him great fame among foreigners : and it look¬ 
ed as if thefe calamities that afH idled his land to 
a degree plainly incredible, came in order to 
raife his glory, and to he to his great advantage ; 
for the greatnels of his liberality in thefe diflref- 
fes, which he now dcmonflrated beyond all 
expectation, did fo change the dilpolition of the 

multitude: 
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multitude towards him, that they were ready 
to fuppofe he had been from the beginning not 
Inch an one as they had found him to be by 
experience, but fuch an one as the care he had 
taken of them in fupplying their neieffities 
proved him now to be. 

3. About tins time it was that he fent five 
hundred chofen men out of the guards of his 
body as auxiliaries to Cadar, whom *Eiius Gal- 
lus led to the Red Sea, and who were of great 
fervice to him there. When therefore his af¬ 
fairs were thus improved, and were again in 
a flourifhing condition, he built himfelf a palace 
jn the upper city, railing the rooms to* a very 
great height, and adorning them with the inoft 
coftly furniture of gold, and marble feats, and 
beds ; and thefe were lb large, that they could 
contain very many companies of men. Thefe 
apartments were aifo of dittindt magnitudes, 
and had particular names given them ; for one. 
apartment was called Cac far’s, another Agrip- 
pa’s. He alfo fell in love again, and married 
another wife, not fullering his reafon to hinder 
him from living as he pleafed. Hie occafton 
of this his marriage was as follows : There was 
one Simon, a citizen of Jerufalcm, the Ion of 
one Boethus, a citizen of Alexandria, and, a 
priell of great note there : This man had a 
daughter, who was cfleemed the moll beautiful 
woman of .that time ; and when the people of 
Jeru ininn began to fphak much in her com¬ 
mendation, it happened that Herod was much 
affcdled with what was laid of her ; and when 
he faw the damfel, he was fmitten with her 
beauty; yet did he entirely rejedi the thoughts 
of ufmg iris authority to abule her, as believing, 
what was the truth, that by fo doing he fhould, 
he ftigmatized for violence and tyranny; fo he 
thouriit it beft to take the damfel to wife. And 

o 

wliile Simon was of a dignity too inferior to 
be allied to hitn^ but fill} too confulerable to be 
defpifed, he governed his inclinations after the 
moll prudent manner, by augmenting the dig- 
nity of the family, and making them more ho- 

* This SEiius Callus feemfi to he no, other than that 
TEiius Larins whom Dio fpeaks of as conducting an ex- , 
pcdiiion that was about this time nude into Arabia Felix, t 


nourablc; fo he immediately deprived Jcius, 
the fon of Phabet, of the high priefthood, and 
conferred that dignity ,on Simon, and fo joined 
in affinity with him £by marrying" his daugh¬ 
ter.] ' 

4. When this wedding was over, hef built 
another citadel in that place where he had con¬ 
quered the Jews, when he was driven out of his 
government, and Antigonus enjoyed it. This 
citadel is diftant from Jerufalem about threefcore 
furlongs. It was ftrong by nature, and fit for 
fuch a building. It is a fort of a moderate hill, 
raifed to a farther height by the hand of man, 
till it was of the fhape of a woman’s breaft. It 
is encompafled with circular towers, and hath 
a ftrait afeent up to it, which afeent is com- 
poled of fteps of polifhed ftones, in number 
two hundred.* Within it are royal and very 
rich apartments, of a ftru&ure that provided 
both for lecarity and for beauty. About the bot¬ 
tom there are habitations of fuch a llru&ure 
as are well worth feeing, both on other ac¬ 
counts, and alio - on account of the water which 
is. brought thither from a great way off, and at 
vaft expenses; for the place itfelf is deflitute 
of water. The plain that is about this cita¬ 
del is full of edifices, not inferior to any city 
in largenefs, and living the hill above it in 
the nature of a caftle. 

5. And now, when all Herod’s defigns had 
fucceedcd according to his hopes, fie had not 
the lead fufpicion that a-ny troubles could arife 
in his kingdom* becaufe he kept his people 
obedient, as well by the fear they flood in of 
him (for he was implacable in the infliction 
of his punilhtnents) as by the.provident care he 
had fhewed towards them, after the moll 
magnanimous manner, when they were under 
their diffrefles: But ft ill he-took care to have 
external fecurity for his government as a for- 
trefs againft his« fubjedts; for the.orations he 
made to the cities were - very fine, and full of 
kindneis:; and he .cultivated afeafomble good 

undcr- 

r *% .4 ■ \ ' 

according* to Pctavius,ywh&.is’ here cited: bj Spnhcim*. 1 
See a full account of this expedition in Prideaux at the 
years 23 ai>d 24 _ 
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imdcr’ftanding with their governors, and be- j] near the ten, which v, :s verv pn-.^r 


flowed prefects on every one of them, inducing I tabling a city, and was before oVcd iUruio's 


^ them thereby to be more friendly to him, and 
-ufiing his’ magnificent difpofttion, fo as his^ 
kingdom might be the better fecured to him, 
and tKis till all his-affairs were every way more 
and more augmented. But then, this magni¬ 
ficent temper of his, and that fubmiilive be¬ 
haviour and liberality, which he exercifed to¬ 
wards C:efar, and the molt powerful men of 
Rome, obliged him to tranlgrels the euftoms of 
his nation, and to fet alide many of their laws, 
and by building cities after an extravagant man¬ 
ner, and erecting temples, * not in Judea in¬ 
deed, for that would not have been borne, it 
being forbidden to us to pay any honour to 
linages, or reprefentatiens of animals, after the 
manner of the Greeks ; hut if ill he did thus in 
the country [properly] out of our bounds, and 
in the cities thereof. The apology which he 
made to the Jews for thel'e tilings was this, 
that all was done, not out of his own inclina¬ 
tions, but by the commands and injunctions of 
others, in order to pieal'e Caefar and the Ro¬ 
mans, as though he had not the Jewifh euftoms 
fo much in his eye as he had the honour of 
thofe Romans; while yet he had himfelf en¬ 
tirely in view all the while, and indeed was 
very ambitious to leave great monuments of 
his government to pofterity ; whence it was 
that he was fo zealous in building fuch fine 
cities, and fpent fuch vaft fums of money upon 
them. 

6 . Now upon this obfervation of a place 

* One may here take notice, that how tyrannical and 
extravagant fbever Herod were in himfelf, and in his 
Grecian cities, as to thofe plays, and fliews, and temples 
for idolatry, mentioned above, chap. viii. § r. and here 
alfo; yet durft even he introduce very few of them into 
the cities of the RwS, who, a6 Jofephus here notes, would 
not even then have borne them,; fo zealous were they Hill 
.for many of the laws of Mofes, even under fo tyrannical 
a government as was this of Herod the Great; which 
tyrannical government puts me naturally in mind of Dean 
Trideaux’s honeft refleflion upon the like ambition after 
fuch tyrannical power in Pornpey and Csefar: “One of 
thefe [Ttys he, at the year 6o} could not bear an equal, 
—nor the other a fuperior; arid through this ambitious 
htirrtour and thirft after more power in thefe two men, 
the whole Roman empire being divided bito two oppofite 


ToiciT, he let about gating a plan for a magni¬ 
ficent city there, and creeled many edifice* 
with great diligence all out it, and .this ot 
white ftoue. He alio adorned it wjth moil 
Jumptuous palaces, and large edifices for con¬ 
taining the people; and what was the greateft 
and mod laborious work of all, he adorned it 
with an haven, that was always free from the 
waves of the fea. Its largends was not Ids than 
the IVramm [at Athens] and had towards the 
citya double ftation for the flops. It was of excel¬ 
lent workmanlhip ; and this was the more re¬ 
markable for its being built in a place that ot 
; itielf was not luitable to fuch noble itru&ures, 
but was to he brought to perfedion by materi¬ 
als from other places, and at very great ex*,, 
pen'ces. This city is fituate in Hienicia, in 
the paflage by fea to Egypt, between Joppa 
and Dora, which are Idler maritime cities, and 
not fit for havens, on account of the impetu¬ 
ous louth winds that bc.i 1 upon them, which, 
rolling the lands that come from the fea again!! 
the fhores, do not admit of ihips lying in their 
ftation; but the merchants are generally there 
forced to ride at their anchors in the fea ilfelfi 
So Herod endeavoured to redify this inconveni¬ 
ence, and laid out Inch a compafs towards the 
land as might be fullicient for an haven, wherein 
the great Ihips might lie in 111 ay ; and this he 
effected by letting down vaft Hones of above 
fifty feet in length, not Ids than eighteen in 

breadth, 

factions, there was produced hurt by the mod deltrudive 
war that ever afflicted it: and the like folly too nitnli 
reigns in all other places. Could about thiny nun be 
perfuaded to live at home in peace without cntcipti/ing 
upon the rights of each other, for the vain glory of con- 
queft, and the enlargement of power, the whole world 
might be at quiet; but their ambition, their follies, and 
their humour, leading them toultantly to enctoach upon 
and quarrel with each other, they involve all that are 
under them in the mijfchiefs> thereof; and many thoufands 
are they that yearly petifh by it : lo that it may .dtnclt 
raifeadoubt, whether tin- benefit which trie world v.t fives 
from government be luflinent to make amend: for the 
calamities which it fullers from thi follies, nu tikes, and 
mal-adminifl.ratior,b cf thofe that manage u ” 

* 
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breadth, anil nine in depth, into twenty fathom 
deep ; and as lome were Idler, fo were others 
bigger than thofc dimenfions. This mole which 
lie built bv the fea-fide was two hundred feet 
wide, the’ Half of wlvich was oppofed to the 
cm mat of the waves, fo as to keep off thole 
waves which were to break upon them, and fo 
was called Proiymnlia , or the lirlt breaker of 
the waves ; hut the other half had upon it a 
wall, with feveral towers, the large!! of whi?h 
was turned Drufus , and was a work of very 
great excellence, and had its name from Drufus, 
the fon-in-luw of Cndar, wdio died young. 
There were alfo a great number of arches 
whcie the mariners dwelt. There was aifo 
before them a key [or landing place] which 
ran round the entire haven, and was a moft a- 
/reeable walk to fuch as had a mind to that 

O 

exercifc ; but the entrance or mouth of the 
port was made on the north quarter, on which 
tide was the ftilleft of the winds of all in this 
place : And the balls of the whole circuit on 
the left hand, as you enter the port, fupported 
a round turret, which was made very llrong, 
in order to relift the grcatell waves ; while on 
the right hand, as you enter, Hood two vaft 
Hones, and thofe each of them larger than the 
turret, which was over again!! them ; thefe 
Hood upright, and were joined together. Now 
there were edifices all along the circular haven, 
made of the polite!! Hone, with a certain ele¬ 
vation, whet eon was ereded a temple, that 
was feen a great way off by thofe that werej 
failing for that haven, and had in it two ftatues, 
the one of Rome, the other of Caefar. As the 
city itlcif was called Carfarea, which was- alfo 
itlelf built of fine materials, and was of a fine 
lirudure ; nay, the very lubterranean vaults 
and cellars had no lefs of architedure beftowed 
on them than had the building above ground. 
Some of thefe vaults carried things at even 

* Carfare a Iv'tjig here fa id to be icbuiit and adorned ip 
twtbe )tar-, and foon afterwa’ds in ten years, Antiq. 
B. XV1. ch. v, \j 1 . there muft be a mi (hike in one of 
the phu-t-b ?s to the true number; but in which of them 
u is had fofitively to determine. 

,]- Thi 1 1’otho, with whom Heiod’s funs lived at Rome, 
Mas : • Pollio the Pharifce, already mentioned by Jofe- 
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| diftances to the haven and to the 'lea, bur one 
! of them ran obliquely, and bound all the re*! 
j together, that both the rain and the filth of 
| the citizens were together carried offwith cafe 
■ and the lea itfclf, upon the flux of the tide 
from without, came into the city and \Vaftitd 
it all clean. Herod alfo built therein a theatre 
of Hone ; and on the fouth quarter, behind the 
port, an amphitheatre alfo, capable of holding 
a vaft number of men, and conveniently fituated 
for a prolpect to the lea. So this city was thus 
fmillied in * twelve years ; during which time 
the king did not fail both to go on with the 
work, and to pay the charges that were neccf 
fary. 


CHAP. X. 

How Herod fetit bis Sr ns to Rome ; how alfo 
be was accufed by Zenodorus, and the Gada- 
rens, but was cleared of what they accufed 
him , and withal gained to himfelf the 
Good-will of Ccefar. Concerning the Phari- 
fees , the EJfens, and Manabem. 

§ i. TT THEN Herod was engaged in fuch 
VV matters, and when he had al¬ 
ready re-edified Sebafte [Samaria] he refolvcd 
to fend his fons Alexander and Ariftobulns to 
Rome, to enjoy the company of C^far ; who, 
when they came thither, lodged at the houfe 
.of t Pollio, who was very fond of Herod’s 
Tfidendfliip : and they had leave to lodge in Cae,- 
Pr’s own palace ; for he. received thefe fons of 
Herod with all humanity, and gave Herod 
leave to give his kingdom to which of his fons 
he pleafed ; and, belides all this, he beftowed 
on him Trachon, and Batanea, and Auranitis, 
which he gave him on the occafion following: 
One I Zenodorus had hired what was called, 

the 

phus, clr. i. $ i K amj again, prcfently after this, ch. x. $ 4. 
but Afinius Pollio the Roman, as Spanheim here obferves. 

t The character. of this Zenodorus is fo like that of a 
famous robber of the, fame name in Strabo, and that a- 
bout this very country, and about this very time alfo, that / 
I think Dr Hudfon hardly needed to have put a perhaps 
to his determination that they were the fame. 


\ If- 
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the h'lxife ot Lyfanias, who, as he was not 
far is fied with its revenues, became a partner 
with the robbers that inhabited the Trachones, 
r and fo procured himfelf a larger income; for the 
inhabitants of thofe places lived in a mad way, 
and pMlaged the country of the Damafcenes, 
while Zenodorus did not reftrain them, but par¬ 
cook of the prey they acquired. Now; as the 
neighbouring people were hereby great fuf- 
fere-s, they complained to Varro, who was 
flien preiident [of Syria] and inlreated him to 
write to Ccefar about this injuftice of Zenodo¬ 
rus. When thefe matters were laid before Cae- 
far, he wrote back to Varro to deftroy thofe 
nefts of robbers, and to give the laud to Herod, 
that lo by his care the neighbouring countries 
might be no longer ditlurbed with thefe doings 
of the Trachonites; for it was not an eafy 
thing to reftrain them, llnce this way of rob¬ 
bery had been their ufual pra&ice, and they 
had no other way to get their living, becaufe 
they had neither any city of their own, nor 
lands in their polfeffion, but only feme re¬ 
ceptacles and dens in the earth, and there they 
and their cattle lived in common together: j 
However, they had made contrivances to get 
pools of water, and laid up corn in granaries 
for themfelves, and were able to make great 
refiftance, by ilfuing out on the fudden againft ; 
any that attacked them ; for the entrances of 
their caves were narrow, in which but one 
could come in at a time, and the places with¬ 
in incredibly large, and made very wide ; but 
the ground over their habitations was not very 
high, but rather on a plain, while the rocks 
are altogether hard and difficult to be entered 
upon, unlefs any one gets into the plain road 
by the guidance of another; for thefe roads are 
not ftraight, but have feveral revolutions. But 
when thefe men are hindered from their wick¬ 
ed preying upon their neighbours, their cuftom 
is to prey one upon another, infomuch, that 
no fort of injuftice comes amifs to them. But 
when Herod had received this grant from C:«- 
.Jar, aad was come into -this country, he pro- 
‘ cured Ikilful guides, and put a ftop to their 
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wicked robberies, and procured pence' and 
quietnefs to the neighbouring people. 

2. Hereupon Zenodoi us was grieved, In- 
the firft place, becaufe his prioripalry was ta¬ 
ken away ft om liim ; and Hill more fo, became 
he envied Herod, who had gotten it.: So he 
went up to Rome to accufe him, but returned 
hack again without furctls. Now Agrippa vo 
[about this time] fent to fuccccd Caef.tr in the 
government of the countries beyond the Ionian 
lea, upon whom Herod light when he was 
wintering about Mitylene (tor lie had been hr 
particular friend and companion) and then te- 
turned into Judea again. However, lome o. 
the Gadarens came to Agrippa, and acctiko 
Herod, whom he lent back bound to the king, 
without giving them the hearing: But Rill the 
Arabians, who of old bare ill-will to Herod’s 
government, were nettled, and at that lime at¬ 
tempted to raife a fedition in his dominion'., 
and, as they thought, upon a more juftifiable 
occafton ; for Zenodorus, delpairing already of 
fuccefs as to his own affairs, prevented [his 
enemies] by felling to thofe Arabians a part of 
his principality, called Auramtls , for the value 
of fifty talents ; but as this was included iu the 
donation of Cm far, they conteftcd the point 
with Herod, as unjuftly deprived of what they 
had bought. Sometimes they did this by ma¬ 
king intuifions upon him, and foinctimes by 
attempting force againft him, and fometimes 
by going to law with him. Moreover, they 
perfuaded the poorer foldiers to help them, and 
were troublefome to him, out of a conftanl 
hope that they lliould reduce the people to 
raile a fedition ; in which dehgns thole that 
are in the mod inilerable circumllances of life 
are ftiii the moft earned: ’and although Herod 
had been a great while apprifed of thefe at¬ 
tempts, yet did not he indulge any levcrity to 
them, but by rational methods aimed to miti¬ 
gate things, as not willing to give any handle 
for tumults. 

3, Now when Herod had already reigned 
feventeen years, Ccefar came into Syria ; at 
vhich time the greateft part of the inhabitants 
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of Gadara clamoured againft Herod, as one 
that was heavy in his injuruftions,and tyranni¬ 
cal. Tliefe reproaches they mainly ventured 
upon by the encouragement of Zenodorus, 
who too!: his oath that he would never leave 
Herod till he had procured that they fhouhl 
he fevered from Herod’s kingdom, and joined 
to Crd'ar’s province. The Gadarens were in- . 
tinned hereby, and made no fmall cry againft 
him; and that the more boldly, bccaufe thofe 
that had been delivered up by Agrippa were ! 
not puniihed by Herod, who let them go, and 
did them no harm ; for indeed he was the prin¬ 
cipal man in the world who appeared almoit in¬ 
exorable in puniihing crimes in his own fa¬ 
mily, bat very generous in remitting the offen¬ 
ces that were committed c! iewhere. And while 
they accufed Herod of injuries, and plunder¬ 
ings, and lubverfions of temples, he hood un¬ 
concerned, and was ready to make his defence. 
However, Crelar gave him his right hand, and 
remitted nothing of his kindnefs to him, upon 
this disturbance by the multitude: and indeed 
thefe tilings were alledged the firlt day, but the 
hearing proceeded no farther; for as the Ga¬ 
darens faw the inclination of Collar and of his 
aifelfors, and expected, as they had rcafon to 
do, that they fhould be delivered up to the 
king, lome of them, out of a dread of the tor¬ 
ments they might undergo, cut their own throats 
in the night-time, and feme of them threw 
themfelvcs down precipices, and others of them 
calf themfelvcs into the river, and deftroyed 
themfelvcs of their own accord ; which ac¬ 
cidents fcemed a fuflicient condemnation of 
the rafhncfs and ciimcs they had been guil¬ 
ty of: whereupon Csefar made no longer de- | 
lay, but cleared Herod from the crimes he 
was accufed of. Another happy accident 
there was, which was a farther great advan¬ 
tage to lferod at this time; for Zenodorus's 
belly burll, and a great quantity of blood if- 
fued from him in his ficknels, and he tlierc- 
by departed this life at Antioch in Syria : So 

* A U trarchj properly and originally denoted the fourth 
part of an entire kingdom or country, aftd a tnrarch one 
that was ruler of fuch a fourth pan, which always implies 
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j Ctefar bellowed his country, which was no 
i fmall one, upon Herod; it lay between Tra- 
chon and Galilee, and contained Ulatha, and 
Paneas, and the country round about. He ah. - 
fo made him one of the procurators of Syria, 
and commanded that they fhould do' every 
thing with his approbation : and in fliort, he 
. arrived at that pitch of felicity, that whereas 
there were but two men that governed the vaR 
Roman empire, firlt Casfar, and then Agrippa,, 
who was his principal favourite, CaTar prefer¬ 
red no one to Herod befides Agrippa, and A- 
grippa made no one his greater friend than He¬ 
rod hcfide Cm far. And when he had acquired 
fuch freedom, he begged of Calar a*tctrarchy 
for his brother Fheroras, while he did himfclf 
bellow upon him a revenue of an hundred ta¬ 
lents out of his own kingdom, that, in calc he 
came to any harm himfelf, his brother might 
be in-fafety, and that his fons might not have 
dominion over him. So when he had conduc¬ 
ted Ctdar to the fea, and was returned home, 
he built him a moll beautiful temple, of the 
whiteft Hone, in Zenodorus’s country, near 
the place called Panimn. This is a very fine- 
cave, in a mountain, under which there is a 
great cavity in the earth, and the cavern is ab¬ 
rupt, and prodigioufly deep, and full of a flill 
water: over it hangs a vail mountain ; and 
under the caverns arife the fprings of the river 
Jordan. Herod adorned this place, which was 
already a very remarkable one, ftill farther, by 
the ere&ion of this temple, which he dedicated 
to Ctefar. 

4. At which time Herod releafed to his 
fubje&s the third part of their taxes, under 
j pretence indeed of relieving them, after the 
dearth they had had ; but the main reafon was, 
to recover their good-will, which he now want¬ 
ed; for they were uneafy at him, becaiTe of 

the innovations he had introduced in their nrrv- 

* 

tices, of the diflolution of their religion, and 
of the difufe of their own cuftoms; and the 

people 
v —• 

fomewhat lefs extent of dominion and power than belong ; 
to a kingdom and to a king. 
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people everywhere talked again!! him, like 
thole that were ftill more provoked and difturb- 
g,ed at his procedure: Again!! which dikontenrs 
■ Le'grcatly*guarded himfclf, and took away the 
opportunities they might have to diilurb him, 
and edjoined them, to be always at work : nor 
did he permit the citizens either to meet to¬ 
gether, or to walk, or eat together, but watch¬ 
ed every thing they did, and when any were 
caught, they were feverely puniiLcd; and 
many there were who were brought to the ci¬ 
tadel Hyrcania, both openly and lecretly, and 
were there put to death : and there were ipies 
fet everywhere, both in the city, and in the 
roads,'who watched thole that met together; 
nay, it is reported, that he did not himfclf neg- 
Icft this part of caution, but that he would of¬ 
tentimes himfclf take the habit of a private man, 
and mix among the multitude, in the night¬ 
time, and make trial what opinion they had of 
his government; and as for thole that could no 
way be reduced to acquiefee under his feheme 
of <mvernment, he profecutcd them all manner 
of ways; but for the reft of the multitude, he 
required that they fhould be obliged to take an 
oath of fidelity to him, and at the fame time 
compelled them to fwear that they would bear 
him good-will, and continue certainly lo to do 
in his management of the government: and 
indeed a great part of them, either to pleafe 
him, or out of fear of him, yielded to what he 
required of them; but for fuch as were of a 
more open and generous difpofition, and had 
indignation at the force he ufed to them, he by 
one means or other made away with them. 
He endeavoured alfo to perfuade Pollio the 
Pharifee, and Sameas, and the greateft part of 
their fcholars, to take the oath ; but thele would 
neither fubmit fo to do, nor we're they punilh¬ 
cd together with the reft, out of the reverence 
he bore to Pollio. The Eflens alfo, as we call 
a fed of ours, were excufed from this impofi- 
tion. Thefe men live the fame kind of life as 
do thole whom the Greeks call Pythagoreans , 
. .concerning whom I lhall difeourfe more fully 
4 clfewhere. However, it is but fit to fet down 
here the reai’ons wherefore Herod had thefe 


Fficns in fuch honour, and thotwhr hif'her of 
them than their moita! nature required; nor 
will this account be unsuitable to the nature of 
this lnliory, as it will ihew the opinion men 
had of thefe likens. 

5. Now there was one of thefe FfTcns. 
whole name was Mnmhem, who had this ref- 
timuny, that lie not only condmftH his life af- 
tei an excellent manner, but had <h.o foreknow¬ 
ledge of future events given him bv God alfo. 
This man once law Ilerod, when he was a 
child, and going to ichool, and iiduted him as 
king ol the Jews; but he thinking that either 
he did not know him, or that lie v, as in jeft, 
put him in mind that he was but a pi bate man ; 
but Manalicm fmiled to himfclf, and clapped 
him on his backiide with bis hand, and laid, 
“ However that be, thou wiit be king, at.d 
wilt begin thy reign happily, for God finds thee 
worthy of it. And do thou remember the 
blows that Manahcm hath given thee, as I cing 
a iignal of the change of thy fortune. And 
truly this will he. the heft 1 cabining f r thee, 
that thou love jufticc [towards men] and piety 
towards God, and clemency towards thy citi¬ 
zens: yet do 1 know how thy whole conduct 
will be, that thou wilt ne t he fuch an one ; for 
thou wilt excel all men in happineis, and ob¬ 
tain an ever!ailing reputation, hot wilt forger, 
piety, and rightcoufneJs : and thefe crimes will 
not be concealed irom God, at the conciufion 
of thy life, when thou wilt find that he will be 
mindful of them, and puniih thee 1 u r- tht n 1. 
Now at that time Herod did not at all attend 
to what Manahcm laid, as having no hopes of 
fuch advancement ; but a little afterward, v.licn 
he was fo fortunate as to be advanced to the 
dignity of king, and was in the height of his 
dominion, he lent for Manahcm, and afked 
him. How long he Humid reign ? Manahcm 
did not tell him the full length of his reign ; 
wherefore, upon that hlence ol Lis, lie afked 
him farther, Whether he fhould reign ten 
years, or not? He replied, 11 Yes, twenty 
years, nay, thirty ycais,” lmt did not-adign 
the juft determinate limit ol his idea. Herod 

6 Y 





ANTIQUITIES O F- T H E jiws. Book XV. 


544 

was iatksfted with thcfe replies; and gave Man a- j 
hem his hand, and dii'm'died liltn, and from j 
that - time he continued to honour ail the Ellens, j 
'We hive thought it proper to relate thefe fafts 
to our readers, how Uranic foever they he, and 
to declare what hath happened aiqong us, be- 
canfc many of thefe Ellens liave, by their ex¬ 
cellent virtue, been thought wnithy of this 
knowledge ol dome revelation;.. ; 


G II A r. Xf. 

[iviv He roc’ rebuilt the ' Temple , and rat fed it 
higher, and made it more magnificent than it 
, teas before ; as alfo concerning that Tower 
witch he called Antonia. 

% i. A N.D now-Herod, in the eighteenth 
jf year of hi» reign, and after the ads 
already mention* d, unxlatook a very great 
work, that is, to build of himfelf the * temple 
of God, and make it huger in compafs, and to 
raife it to a moll magnificent altitude, as es¬ 
teeming it to he the mod glorious of all his 
actions, as it really was, to bring it to perfec¬ 
tion, and that this would he fullicient for an 
everl,tiling memorial of him ; hut as he knew 
the multitude were not ready nor willing to 
alii It him in fo vail a delign, he thought to 
prepare them lirlt by making a ipec-ch to them, 
and then to let about the work it fell; fo he cal¬ 
led them together, and fpake thus to them : 
“ I think 1 need not fpeak to you, my country¬ 
men, about fuch other works as I have done 
fmcc I came to the kingdom, although I may 
fay they have been performed in fuch a manner 
as to bring more fecuiity to you than glory to 
myfelf; fori have neither been negligent in 
the mod difficult times about what tended to 
eafe your ncceffitics, nor have the buildings I 
have made been fo proper to prefer,ve roe as 

# We may here obferve, that the fancy of the modern 
lews in celling tins temple, which was really the third of 
their temples' the fteorJ temple, followed fo long by later 
Chriftians kerns to be without atiy folid foundation. 
The reaibn why the Chriftians here follow the Jews, is, 
heeaufc the prophecy of Haggai ii. 6,-9. which they’ 
expound of the Mclluh’8 coming to the fecoud or Zoro- 


yourfelvcs from injuries: And 1 imaging tliat, 
with God’s affillance, I have advanced the na¬ 
tion of the Jews to a degree of happinefs which 
they never had before: and for the-particular 
edifices belonging to your own country, and 
your own cities, as all'o to thole cities that we 
have lately acquired, which wc have erected, 
and greatly adorned, and thefeby augmented 
the dignity of your nation, it l'eem’s to me a 
necdlefs talk to enumerate them to you, lincc 
you well know them yourfelves ; but as to that 
undertaking which I have a mind to let about 
at prefent, and wduch will be a work of the 
greatell piety and excellence that can poflihly 
be undertaken by 11s, I will now declare it to 
you. Our fathers indeed, when they were re¬ 
turned from Babylon, built this temple to God 
Almighty, yet docs it want fixtv cubits of its 
largenefs in altitude, for fo much did that firft 
temple which Solomon built exceed this tern * 
pie : nor let any one condemn our fathers for 
their negligence or want of piety herein, for ii 
was not their fault that the temple was no 
higher, for they were Cyrus, and Darius, the 
fon of Iiyftafpes, who determined the mealurcs 
for its rebuilding : and it hath been by reafon 
of the fubjedtion of thofe fathers of ours to them 
and to their poilerity, and after them to the 
Macedonians, that they had not the opportu¬ 
nity to follow the original model of this pious 
edifice, nor could raife it to its ancient altitude : 
but fince I aip now, by God’s will, your go¬ 
vernor, and I have had peace a long time, and 
have gained great riches, and large revenues, 
and, what is the principal thing of all, I am 
in amity with, and well regarded by the Ro¬ 
mans, who, if I, tpay fo fay, are the rulers of 
the whole world, I will do my endeavour to. 
correct that iirfperfe&ion, which hath arifen 
from the neceffity of our affairs, and the Ha- 

very 

babel's temple, of which they fuppofe this of- Herod to 
be only a continuation, which is meant, I think, of his 
coming to the fourth and lafl temple, or to that future 
largeft and molt glorious one deferibed by. Ezekiel: 
whence I take the former notion* how general foever, to*" 
be a gffcut miftake. See Jjit.- iAttomp. of Proph. p. 24* 
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very we have been under formerly, and to 
make a thankful return, after the moft pious 
^manner, to God, for what bIdlings I have re- 
-eeived from him, by giving me this kingdom, 
and that by rendering his temple as complete 
as I afrt able.” 

2. And this was the fpeech which Herod 
made to them ; but (till this fpeech affrighted 
many of the people, as being unexpended by 
them, and beeaufe it feemed incredible, it did 
not encourage them, but put a damp upon them ; 
for they were affraid that he would pull clown 
the whole edifice, and not he able to bring his 
intentions to perfection, for its rebuilding ; and 
this danger appeared to them to be very great, 
and the vaftnefs of the undertaking to be l'uch, 
as could hardly be accornplifhed. But while 
rhey were in this difpofition, the king encour¬ 
aged them : and told them, “ He would not 
pull down their temple till all things were got¬ 
ten ready for building it up entirely again.” 
And as he promifed them this before-hand, fo 
fie did not break his word with them, but got 
ready a thoufand waggons, that were to bring 
flones for the building, and ehofe out ten thou¬ 
fand of the moft Ikilful workmen, and bought 
a thoufand facerdotal garments for as many of 
the priefts, and had fome of them taught the 
arts of ftone-cutfers, and others of carpenters, 
and then began to build, but this not till every 
thing was well prepared for the work. 

3. So Herod took away the old foundations, 
and laid others, and eredled the temple upon 
them, being in length an hundred cubits, and 
in height twenty additional cubits, which 
[twenty] upon the * finking of their founda¬ 
tions, fell down ; and this part it was that we 
refolved to raife again in the d&ys of Nero. 

Now the temple was built of ftones that, were j 
/ " | 

# Some of our modern ftudents in architecture have j 
made a ftrange Blunder here, when they imagine that Jo- 
iephus affirms the entire foundations of the temple or ho¬ 
ly houfe funk down into the rocky mountain on which it 
good no lefs than twenty cubits ; whereas he is clear, 
that they were the foundations of the additional 20 cubits 
c» 4 y above the hundred (made -perhaps weak on purpofe, 
and only for fhew end grandeur) that funk 01 fell down, 
as Dr Hudfon rightly underftands him ; nor is the thing 
itfclf poffibie in the other fenfe. Agrippa’s preparation 
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white and ftrong, and each of their length was 
twenty-five cubits, their height was eight, and 
their breadth about twelve; and the whole 
ftruclure, as alfo the ftruklure of the royal c but¬ 
ter, were on each fide much k v, er, but the 
middle was much higher, till th v y were vifihlc 
to thofe that dwelt in the country for a grea- 
many furlongs, but chiefly to fuch as limi 
over-againft them, and thofe that npproacheu 
to them. The temple had doors alio at the- 
entrance, and lintels over them, of the fame- 
height with the temple itfclf. They were adorn¬ 
ed with embroidered vails, with their flower- 
of purple, and pillirs interwoven: and ove.' 
thefe, but under the crown-work, was fpread 
out a golden vine, with its branches hanging, 
down from a great height, the targencls and 
fine workmanfhip of which was a iurp riling, 
fight to the fpectators, to fee what vafl mate¬ 
rials there were, and with what great {kill the 
workmanfhip was done, lie ai/b encompaf- 
fed the entire temple with very large cklifters, 
contriving tliem to be in a due proportion 
thereto ; and he laid out larger films of money 
upon them than had been done before him, 
till it feemed that no one elfc had fo greatly 
adorned the temple as he had done. There 
was a large wall to both the cloifters, which 
I wall was itfclf the moft: prodigious work that 
| was ever heard of by man. The hill was a 
rocky aleent, that declined by degrees towards 
the eaft parts of the city, till it came to an ele¬ 
vated level. Th is hill it was which Solomon, 
who was the firft of our kings, by divine reve- 
valation encompafled with a wall ; it was of 
excellent, workmanfhip upwards, and round 
the top of it. He alfo built a wall below, be¬ 
ginning at the bottom, which was cik ompafled 

by 

for building the inner put? of temple 20 c tbits higher,, 
(Hiftory of the War, B. V. ch. 1. 0 ;.) mult m all proba¬ 
bility refer to this matter, fince Jolephus fays here, that 
this which had fallen down was defigned to be railed up 
again under Neu>, under whom Agrippa nude that pre¬ 
paration. But wliat Jofcptius fays pefent/y, tint Solo¬ 
mon was the firfc king of tt c Jews, appears by the p jr. !- 
Id place, Antiq. B. XX- ihap. ix. c 7. and other placet, 
to be meant only the frlL of Dr.uls *dterity, and the 
firft builder of the tcmp\. 
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by a deep valley; and at the fouth fide he laid 
locks together, and hound them one to another 
•with lead, and included fome of the inner parts, 
till it proceeded to a great height, and till both 
the largenefs of the fquare edifice, and its alti¬ 
tude, were imanenfe, and till the vaftnefs of 
the (tones in the front were plainly vifible on 
the outhde, yet lb th.at the inward parts were 
faftened together with iron, and preferved the 
joints immoveable fo’- all future times. When- 
this work [for the foundation] was done in 
this manner, and joined together as part of the 
hill itfelf to the very top of it, he wrought it 
all into one outward furface, and filled up the 
hollow places which were about the wall, and j 
made it a level on the external upper furface, 
and a fmooth level alfo. This hill was walled 
all round, ami in compafs four furlongs, [the 
diftance of] each angle containing in length a 
furlong: but within this wall, on the very top 
of all, there ran another wall of ft one alfo, 
having, on the eaft quarter, a double cioiltcr, 
of the fame length with the wall; ir the 
rniclft of which was the temple itfelf. This 
cloifter looked to the gates of the temple ; and 
it had been adorned by many kings in former 
times : And round about the entire temple 
were fixed the fpoils taken from barbarous na¬ 
tions ; all thefe had been dedicated to the tem¬ 
ple by Herod, with the addition of thofe he 
bad taken from the Arabians. 

4. Now on the north fide [of the temple] 
was built a citadel, whofe walls were fquare, 
and ftrong, and of extraordinary firmnefs. 
This citadet was built by the kings of the Aia- 
monean race, who were alfo high priefts be¬ 
fore Herod, and they called it the Tozvcr, in 
which were repofited the veftments of the high 
prieft, which the high prieft only put on at the 
time when he was to offer facrilice. Thefe 
veftments king Herod kept in that place ; and 
after his death they were under the power of 
the Romans, until the time of Tiberius Crefar; 
under whofe reign Vitellius, the prefident of 
Syria, when he once came to Jcrufalem, and 
had been moft magnificently received by the 
multitude, he had a mind to make them fome ! 
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requital for the kindnefs they had (hewn him ; 
fo, upon their petition to have thofe holy veft¬ 
ments in their own power, he wrote about 
them to Tiberius Cselur, who granted his re-, 
queft : and this their power over the facerdotal 
veftments continued with the Jews till the death 
of king Agrippa ; but after that, Caffius Lon¬ 
ginus, who was prefident of Syria, Cujpius 
hadus, who was procurator of Judea, enjoined 
the Jews to repofite thofe veftments in the tower 
of Antonia; for that they ought to have them 
| in their power, as they‘formerly had. How¬ 
ever, the jews fent amtaffadors to Claudius 
Csefar to intercede with him for them ; upon 
whofe coming, king Agrippa, jun. being then 
at Rome, afked for and obtained the power 
over them frqm the emperor, who gave com¬ 
mand to Vitellius, who was then commander 
in Syria, to give it them accordingly. Before 
that time they were kept under the feal of the 
high prieft, and of the treafurers of the temple : 
which treafurers, the day before a feflival, went 
I up to the Roman captain of the temple-guards, 
and viewed their own feal, and received the 
; veftments; and again, when the feflival was 
over, they brought it to the fame place, and 
fhewed the captain of the temple-guards their 
feal, which correfponded with his feal, and re- 
pofited them there. And that thefe things 
were fo, the afflictions that happeried to us 
afterward [about them] arefufficient evidence : 
But for the tower itfelf, when Herod the king 
of the Jews had fortified it more firmly than 
before, in order to fecure and guard the temple, 
he gratified Antonius, who was his friend, and 
the Roman ruler, and then gave it the name of 
the 'Tower of Antonia. 

■5. Now in the weftrn quarters of the in- 
clofure of the temple there were four gates ; 
the firft led to the king’s palace, and went to a 
paffage over the intermediate valley, two more 
led to the fuburbs of the city, and the laft led 
to the other city, where the road defeended 
down into the valley by a great number of 
fteps, and thence up again by the afeent yfor the 
city lay over-againft the -temple in the manner 

of 
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of a theatre, and was enoompafied with a deep || 
valley along the entire South quarter ; but the j 
f»mh I rout of the temple, which was fouth- { 
ward, had indeed itfelf gates in its middle, as ! 
;;!fo it had the royal cloillers, with three walks, ! 
which leached in'length from the call valley 
unto that on the well, for it was impoftiblc it 
ihould reach any farther: and this cloiller de- 
ierves to he mentioned better than any other 
under the fun ; for while the valley was very 
deep, and its bottom could not be feen, if you 
looked from above into the depth, this farther 
valtly high elevation of the cioiiter Stood upon ! 
that height, infomuch, that if any one looked 
down from the top of the battlements, or down 
both thole altitudes, lie would he giddy, 1 
while lifs fight could not reach to Inch an im- j 
mettle depth. This cioiiter had pillars that 1 
Itood in four rows, one over-againft the other 1 
all along ; for the fourth row was interwoven I 
into the wall, which [alio was built of done] ; 1 
and the thicknefs of each pillar was inch, that 
three men might, with their arms extended, 
fathom it round, and join their hands again, 
while its length was twenty-feven feet, with a 
double fpij'al at its balls ; and the number of j 
all the pillars [in that court] was an hundred i 
and iixty-two. Their chapiters were made 
with Sculptures after the Corinthian order, and 
can fed an amazement [to the fpedlators] by 
rcafon of the grandeur of the whole. Thele 
lour rows of pillars included three intervals for 
walking in the middle ol this cloiller ; two of 
which walks were made parallel to each other, 
and were contrived after the fame manner ; the 
breadth of each of them was thirty feet, the 
length was a furlong, and the height fifty feet; 
but the breadth of the middle part of the cloiller 
was one and an half of the breadth oi the other, 
and the height was double, lor it was much 
higher than thole on each lide ; but the roofs 

* Into none of thefe three did king Herod enter, i. e. I. not 
th? coau of the priefts; 2. nor into the holy houle 
itfelf; 3. nor into the feparate place belonging to the 
aitar, as the words fol lowing .imply; for no nc hut priefts, 
or the.ir attendants the Levites, might come into any of j 
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were adorned with deep Sculptures in wood, 
reprcicniing many Sorts ol iigmxs: The mid- 
tile was much higher than the red, and the 
wall ol the i'rout was adorned with beams, 
reding upon pillars, that were interwoven into 
it, and that limit was all of polilhed Ihme, in- 
Icuiuicli, that its finenefs to hi.has h id not 
Icon it was incredible, and to iueh is had men h 
was greatly amazing. Thun was the full in- 
clolme. In the midll of winch., and not far 
from it, was the leeond, to be gone up to bv 
a few heps : this was eucomphle i bv a liope-.- 
vvall lor a partition, with an inicriptiun, v.’hich 
forbad any iorcigner to go in under pain of 
death. Now this inner incloture had on iis 
louthern and northern quarters three gales 
[equally] dillsnt one from another ; but on the 
call quarter, towards tire um-iifmg, there was 
one large gate, through which inch as were 
pure came in, together with their wives; but 
the temple farther in ward in that gate w.r. not 
allowed to the women ; he' Hill more inward 
was there a thud [caul ri T.cj ! mj le, ’.vi.uc- 
into it was not lawful lor any tillt the priefts 
! alone to enter. The temple itfclt was within 
this ; and before that temple von; tlie altar, upon 
which we offer our Sacrifices and hurnt-offe: ings 
to God. ln'o - f none ol thele three did king 
Herod enter; for lie was forbidden, U< aufe he 
was not a pried. However, ho took care of 
the cloillers, and the outer i 1 it 1. t arc , .uni the! : 
he built in eight years. 

9. But the temple idlil w n> built bv the 
priells in a year and fix months: upon which 
all the people were full of jo\ : and prudently 
they returned thanks, in the hrl! place, m ( IihI, 
land, in the next place, lor tin alaeritv the 
1 king had Shewn. They fe.illed, and wlebra- 
ted this rebuilding ol the temple : And lor the 
king, he Sacrificed three hundred oxen to God, 
as did the reft, every one according to hi:- abi¬ 
lity : 

them. Sec Antiq. 15. XVI. clop. iv. ( (>• f heo.t 

goes into the temple, and makes a Ipceth m i' t>> tin; j.m- 
pie ; but that could only he into the court <;i ' 0 K old . ;i 
the people could come to hear bun. 

6 A 
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lity : tlie number of which facrifices it is not 
poftible to let down, lor it cannot be that we 
ihould truly relate it; lor at the lame time 
with this .celebration lor the work about the 
temple'fell alfo the day of the king’s inaugura¬ 
tion, which he kept of an old cuftom as a 
fellival, and it now coincided with the other, 
which coincidence of them both made the 
fellival mott Mutinous. 

7. There was alfo an occult pafiage built 
for the king: it led from Antonia to the inner 
temple, at its eaflern gate ; over which he alfo 
eroded for himfelf a tower, that he might 

4 This tvuiiiiim whi- h Jofcphus here mentions, as de¬ 
livered down iretn fathers to their childicn, of this par¬ 
ticular remarkable cireuinll.inee relating to the building 
of Herod’s temple, is a demonthation that fuch its build¬ 
ing was a known tiling in Judea in his time. He was 
nova but 46 years after it is related to have been finifhed, 
and might himfelf have feen and fpokeu with Ibmc of the 
builders thcmfclves, and with a great number of thofe that 
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have the opportunity of a fubterraneous A- 
cent to the temple, in order to guard age 
any fedition which might be made by the 
jde againft their kings. It is alfo * reported, 

! during the time that the temple w r as building, 
j it did not rain in the day-time, but that the fhow- 
‘ ers fell in the nights, lo that t{ie work was not 
I hindered. And this our fathers have delivered 
to us; nor is it incredible, if any one have re¬ 
gard to the other manifellations of God. And 
thus was performed the work of the rebuilding 
of the temple.. 

had feen it building. The doubt therefore about the truti 
of this hiftory, of the pulling down and rebuilding tie. 
temple by Herod, u Inch fomc weak people have indulged, 
was not then much greater than it foon may be, whethe. 
or no our St Paul’s church in London was burnt down in 
the fire of London A. D. 1 666, and rebuilt by Sir Clint- 
topher Wren a little afterward. 


BOOK XVI. 


Containing the Interval of Twelve Tears. 

[Troir the iimfhing the Temple by Herod to the Death of Alexander.-. 

and Aristobulus.] 


C II A P. I. 

A Law of Ilcrod about ’Thieves . Salome and 
Pheroras calumniate Alexander and Ariflobu- 
lus upon their Return from Rome , for whom 
yet Ht rod provides Wives. 

$ 1. A S king Herod was very jealous in 
/% the adminiltration of his entire 
1 m government, and delimits to put 
a ftop to particular ads of injuftice-which were 
done by criminals about the city and country, 


he made a law, no way like our original laws, 
and which he enabled of himfelf, to expofe 
houfe-breakers to be eje&ed out of his king¬ 
dom ; which punilhment was not only griev¬ 
ous to he borne by the offenders, but contained 
in it a diflblution of the cuftoms of our fore¬ 
fathers, for this flavery to foreigners, and fuch 
as did not live after the manner of jews ; and 
this neceiffty that they were under, to do what- 
foever fuch men Ihould command, was an of¬ 
fence agairdl our religious fettlement, rather 

than 
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than a punifhment to fuch as were found to 
have offended, fucii a puniihment being avoid¬ 
ed in our original laws; for thofe laws ordain, 
that the thief fit all reftore fourfold ; and 
that if he have not fo much, he lhall be fold 
indeed, but not to foreigners, nor lb that he 
be under perpetual flavery, for he mult have 
been rcleafed after fix years. But this law, 
thus euadled, in order to introduce a fevere 
aid illegal puniihment, leaned to be a piece 
of infolencc in Herod, when he did not ad 
as a king, but as a tyrant; and thus contemp- 
tuouffy, and without any regard to his lubjeds, 
did he venture to introduce Inch a puniihment. 
Now this penalty, thus brought into pradice, 
was like Herod’s other adions, and became a 
part of his accufation, and an occaiion of the 
haired he lay under. 


i 


I 

I 


and to make Herod take away that kiminds 
from ids Ions which ire had bct’oie borne t<' 
them ; for they did no; lay thdo tilings to him 
openly, hut iealtcred abroad fuch wards among 
the rJ! ol the multitude ; from which’words, 
when carried to I Ierod, lie was induced [at I all V 
'■> lute them, and which natural alledion it 
lell, even in length of time, was not able to 
overcome; yet was the king at that time in a 
condition to prefer the natural ailedi.ni of a fa¬ 
ther before all the lulpicions and calumnies his 
fons lay under : So he rdpeded them as h- 
ought to do, and married them to wives, now 
they were of an age fuitahle thereto. To Aril - 
tobuhis lie gave for a wife Bernice, S dome’s 
daughter, and to Alexander CUaphyra, the 
daughter oi Ardielaus, king oi Cappadocia. 


• 2 . Now at this time it was that he failed to 
Italy, as very dclirous to meet with Cedar, and 
co fee his fons who lived at Rome: and C sc far 
was not only very obliging to him in other re- 
fpeds, but delivered him Iris fons again, that 
he might take them home with him, as having 
already completed t hemic Ives in the fcicnces ; 
hut as foon as the young men were come from 
Italy, the multitude were very dclirous to fee 
them, and they became confpicuous among 
them all, as adorned with great bleflings of 
fortune, and having the countenances of per- 
lons of royal dignity. So they foon appeared 
to be the objects of envy to Salome, the king's 
filler, and to fuch as had railed calumnies 
again!! Mariamne ; for they were fufpicious, 
that when thefe came to the government, they 
jhould be punifhed for the wickednefs they had 
been guilty of again!! their mother ; fo they 
made this very fear of theirs a motive to raile 
calumnies againft them alio. ’T hey gave it out, j 
that they were not pleafed with their father’s 
company, becaule he had put their mother to 
death, as if it were not agreeable to piety to j 
appear to converfe with their mother’s murder- j 
er. I^Jow by carrying theie ftovics, that had j 
nfdeed a true foundation [in the fad] but were 
only built on probabilities, as to the preient ac- 
culation, they were able to do them mifehief, 
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Flow Herod twice failed to Agrippa : and hoiv 
upon the Complaint of the ffews in Ionia a- 
gainfl the Creeks , Agrippa < onjinrtdthe JLmvs 
of the yews to them . 

§ x. ’’^nt7TIEN Herod had dilpaichcd thefe 
W affairs, and he nuclei flood that 
Marcus Agrippa had failed again out of Italy 
into Alia, he made Italic to him, and lx:fought 
him to come to him into IT kingdom, and to 
partake of what he might jufflv expedt from 
one that had been his guelt, and was nis fiend. 
This rapid! lie greatly prdied, anti to it A- 
grippa agreetl, and came into Judea ; where¬ 
upon Herod omitted nothing that might pleafe 
him. He entertained him in Ills new-built 
cities, and lliewcd him the edifices lie had 
built, and provided ail forts of the bell and 
molt coilly dainties for him and Lis friends, 
and that at Seballe, and Cadhrea, about that 
port that he, had built, and at tin: fortndies 
which he had creeled at great exp-net:-, Alex- 
andrium, and Iierodium, and Hyrcani.:. He 
alio conduced liim to the ciiy j< ralalem, 
where all the people met him in their Riliv.d 
garments, and received him with sseiamof nus„ 
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Agrippa alio offered an hecatomb of facriftcc?, 
to God ; and feuded the people, without omit¬ 
ting any of the greateft dainties that could be 
gotten. He alfo took fo much plenture there, 
that he-abode many days with then), and would 
willingly have Raid longer, but tint the feafon 
of the year made him make hade away; lor, 
as winter was coming on, he thought it not 
fafe to go to lea later, and yet he was of neccI'¬ 
ll ty to return again to Ionia. 

2. So Agrippa went away, when Herod 
had bellowed on him, and on the principal of 
thole that were with him, many preheats; hut 
king Herod, when lie had parted the winter in 
ills own dominions, made italic to get to him 
again in the tpring, when he knew he ddtgned 
to go to a campaign at the Bolphorus. So 
when he had failed hy Rhodes, and by Cos, 
be touched at Lcfbos, as thinking he lhould 
have overtaken .Agrippa there ; but he was ta¬ 
ken fhort here bv a north wind, which hinder- 
(-j his ihin from going to the iliorc ; fo he con¬ 
tinued many days at Chius, and there lie kind¬ 
ly treated a great many that came to him, and 
obliged them by giving them royal gifts. And 
when he faw that the portico of the city was 
fallen down, which, as it was overthrown in 
the Mithridatic war, and was a very large and 
line building, fo was it not fo eafy to rebuild 
that as it was the roll; yet did he furnillx a 
him not only hriy enough for that purpofe, 
but what was more than luiheient to finifft the 
building; and ordered them not to overlook 
that poiiieo, hut to rebuild it quickly, that fo 
the vitv might recover its proper ornaments. 
Ami when the high winds were laid, lie failed 
!u lYlityffne, and tlienee to Byzantium; and 
when he heard that -Agrippa was failed beyond 
the Cytncan reeks, he made ail the ha fie poi- 
hble to oveitake him, and came up with him 
about Sinope, in l’on ms. lie was feen failing 
dy the ihipmen moft unexpectedly, but ap¬ 
peared ro their great joy; and many friendly 
:.uat uions there were between them, infomuch, 
tii it Agrippa thought he had received the great- 
t'lt marks of the king’s kindnefs and humanity 
Urn mis him poilible, lincc the king had come fo 


long a voyage, and at a very proper feafon for 
iff. abidance, and had left the government of 
i his own dominions, and thought it more wort! 
his while to come to him. Accordingly lie- 
rod was ail and ail to Agrippa in the manage¬ 
ment of the war, and a great affiftant in civil 
artairs, and in giving him council as to particular 
matters. He was alfo a pleafant companion 
for him when lie relaxed himfclf, and a joint 
partaker with him in all things ; in troubles 
bccaufe of his kindnels, and in profperity be- 
caufc of the refpcH Agrippa had for liim. 
Now as foon as thofe affairs of Pontus woe 
imiihcd, for whole fake Agrippa was Sent thi¬ 
ther, they did not think lit to return by feu, 
but parted through Paphlagouia, and Cappado¬ 
cia ; they then travelled thence over great Phry¬ 
gia, and came to Ephefus, and then they 
failed from Kphefus to Samos : And indeed 
the king bellowed a great many benefits on 
every city that he came to, according as thev 
ftood in need of them ; for as for thole that 
wanted either money or kind treatment, lie was 
not wanting to them, but he fupplicd (he for¬ 
mer himfelf out of his own expences : he alfo 
became an interceffor with Agrippa for all Rich 
as fought after his favour, and he brought 
things fo about, that the petitioners failed in 
none of their fuits to him, Agrippa being him¬ 
fclf of a good difpofition, and of great genc- 
rofity, and ready to grant all fuch requetis as 
might lie advantageous to the petitioners, pro¬ 
vided they were not to the detriment of others. 
The inclination of the king was of great weight 
alio, and Rill excited Agrippa, who was him¬ 
felf ready to do good ; for he made a reconcili¬ 
ation for the people of Ilium, at whom he was 
angry, and paid what money the people of 
Chius owed Caffar’s procurators, and ditcharged 
them of their tributes; and helped all others, 
according as their feveral neceffities required. 

3. But now, when Agrippa and Herod 
were in Ionia, a great multitude of Jews, who 
dwelt in their cities, came to them, and laying 
hold of the opportunity and the liberty now 
given them, laid before them the injuries which 

they 
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they fuffered, while they were not permitted 
to life their own laws, but were compelled to 
p’-ofecute their law-fuits, by the ill tifage of the 
judges, upon their holy days, and were de¬ 
prived of the money they ufed to lay up at 
je/ufalem, and wefe forced into the'arrny, and 
upon fuch other offices as obliged them to 
fpend their lacred money; from which bur¬ 
dens they always ufed to be freed by the 
Romans, who had ftill permitted them to live 
according to their own laws. When this cla¬ 
mour was made, the king defired of Agrippa 
that he would hear their caufe, and atligued 
Nicolaus, one of his friends, to plead for thofe 
their privileges. Accordingly, when Agrippa 
had called the principal of the Romans, and 
inch of the kings and rulers as were there, to 
be his alfclfors, Nicolaus Hood up, and pleaded 
for the Jews, as follows : “ It is of neccffity in¬ 
cumbent on fueh as are in diltrefs to have re- 
courle to thofe that have it in their power to 
free them from thofe injures they lie under; 
and for thofe that now are complainants, they 
approach you with great affurance ; for as they 
have formerly often obtained your favour, lb 
far as they have even wiffied to have it, they 
now only intreat that you, who have been the do¬ 
nors, will take care that thofe favours you have 
already granted them may not be taken away 
from them. We have received thefe favours 
from you, who alone have power to grant them, 
but have them taken from us by fuch as are no 
greater than ourfelves, and by fuch as we know 
are as much fubje&s as we are ; and certainly, 
if we have been vouchfafed great favours, it 
is to our commendation, who have obtained 
them, as having been found deferving of fuch 
great favours; and if thofe favours be but fmall 
ones, it would be barbarous for the donors not 
to confirm them to us: And for thofe that are 
the hinderancc of the Jews, and ufe them re¬ 
proachfully, it is evident that they affront both 
the receivers, while they will not allow thofe 
to be worthy men to whom their excellent ru¬ 
le?!; thcmfelves have borne their teftimony, and 
the donors, while they, defire thofe favours al¬ 
ready granted may be abrogated. Now if any 
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one fhotild alk thefe Gentiles thcmfelves, which 
of the two tilings they would chufe to part 
with, their lives, or the cufloms of their lore- 
lathers, their folcmnitics, their iucnlicey, their 
icllivals, which they celebrated in honour c.i 
thole they fuppofe to be gods ? I know very 
well that they would chufe to luffer any thing 
whatlocver rather than a diffolution of any of 
the cufloms of their forefathers; for a great 
many of them have rather choien to go to war 
on that account, as very felicitous nut to tranfi- 
grefs in thole matters : And indeed we take an 
eltimate of that happincis which all mankind 
do now enjoy by your means Irons this very 
thing, that we arc allowed every one to wor- 
Ihip as our own inftitutions require, and yet to 
live [in peace ;] and although they would not 
be thus treated thcmfelves, yet do they endea¬ 
vour to compel others to comply with them, 
as if it were not as great an indance of impie¬ 
ty, profanely to diffolvc the religious fc leinni- 
ties of any others, as to be negligent in the 
obfervation of their ow:i toward their gods. 
And let us now conlider the one of thefe prac¬ 
tices : Js there any people or city, or commu¬ 
nity of men, to whom your government, and 
the Roman power, docs not appeal to be the 
greateft hleffing ? Is there any one that can 
delire to make void the favours they have 
granted ? No one is certainly fo mad ; for there 
are no men but fuch as have been partakers of 
their favours, both public and private ; and in¬ 
deed thofe that take aweiywhat you have grant¬ 
ed can have no allurance, but every one of 
their own grants made them by you may be 
taken from them a’fo : which grants of yours 
can yet never be fulficiently valued ; for if they 
conlider the old governments under kings, to¬ 
gether with your prefent government, bciidcs 
the great number of benefits which this govern¬ 
ment hath bellowed on them, in order to their 
happinefs, this is inftead of all the reft, that 
they appear to be no longer in a ftatc of flave- 
ry, but of freedom. Now the privileges we de¬ 
fire, even when we are in the heft circiunftan- 
ces, are not fuch as deferve to been envied; for 
7 A we 
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we are indeed in a prosperous date by your 
means, bur this is only in common with others; 
aud it is no more than this which we delire, 
to preferve our religion without any prohibi¬ 
tion, which as it appears not in itlelf a privi¬ 
lege to be envied us, fo it is for the advantage of 
thofe that grant it to us ; for if the Divinity de¬ 
lights in being honoured, it mull delight in 
thofe that permit them to he honoured : and 
there are none of our cuftoms which are inhu¬ 
man, but all tending to piety, and devoted to 
the prefervation of juftice-; nor do we conceal 
thofe injunctions of ours by which we govern 
our lives, they being memorials of piety, and 
of a friendly convcrfatiou among inen: And 
* the feventh day we fet apart, from labour; 
it is dedicated to the learning of our cultoms 
and laws, we thinking it proper to rcfleCt on 
them, as well as on any [good] thing elfc, in 
order to our avoiding of fm. If any one there¬ 
fore examine into our obfervanccs, he will lind 
they are good in themfclves, and that they are 
ancient alio, though fome think ot herwife, in- 
fomuch, that thole who have received them 
cannot cafdy be brought to depart from them, 
out of that honour they pay to the length of 
time they have religioully enjoyed them and 
obferved them. Now our advcrlaries take tbelc 
our privileges away in the way of in]uliicc: they 
violently l'ci'/e upon that money of ours which 
is offered to God, and called iacred money, and 
t his openly after a iacrilegious manner ; anil they 
impofc tributes upon us, and bring us before 
tribunals on holy days, and then require other 
like debts of us, not becaufe the contrails re¬ 
quire it, and for their own advantage, but be¬ 
caufe they would put an affront on our re¬ 
ligion, of which they arc confcious as well as 
we, and have indulged themlelves in an unjuft, 
and to them, involuntary hatred ; for your go¬ 
vernment over all is one, tending to the eftab- 
lilhing of benevolence, and abolilhing of ill- 
will among inch as are dilpoled to it. This is 
therefore what we implore from thee, moft ex- 

* Wc may here obferve the ancient practice of the Jews, 
of dedicating the Sabbath-day, not to idlenefs, but to the 
learning their facred rites and religious cuftoms, and to 
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cellent Agrippa, that we may not be ill-trc-* 
that we may not be abided ; that we mav 
hindered from making ufe of our r 
toms ; nor be defpoiled of our goodo , nu> 
forced by tlicfe men to do what we ourfelvcs 
force nobody to do ; for thefe privileges of oqrs 
arc not only according to juftice, but have for¬ 
merly been granted us by you: And we are 
able to read to you many decrees of the fenate, 
and the tables that contain them, which are fl.il l 
extant in the capitol, concerning thefe things, 
which it is evident were granted, after you had 
experience of our fidelity towards you, which 
ought to be valued, though no fuch fidelity 
had been ; for you have hitherto preferved 
what people were in poffeflion of, not to us 
only, but almofl to all men, and have added 
greater advantages than they could have hoped 
for, and thereby your government is become 
a great advantage to them. And if any one 
were able to enumerate the profperity you have 
conferred on every nation, which they *poffeis 
by your means, he could never put an end to 
his difeourfe ; but that we may demonftrate 
that we are not unworthy of all thofe advanta¬ 
ges we have obtained, it will be fefficient fov 
us to fay nothing of other things, but to fpcak 
freely of this king who now governs us, and is 
now one of thy affeffors ; and indeed, in what 
inftance of good-will as to your houfe hath be 
been deficient ? What mark of fidelity to it hath 
he omitted ? What token of honour hath ltd 
not deviled ? What occafion for his affiflancc 
of you hath he not regarded at the very firft ? 
What hindereth, therefore, but that your kind- 
neffes may be as numerous as his fo great bene¬ 
fits to you have been ? It may alio perhaps be fit 
not here to pafs over in filence the valour oi 
his father Antipater, who, when Csefar made an 
expedition into Egypt, affifted him with two 
tlioufand armed men, and proved inferior to 
none, neither in the battles on land, nor in the 
management of the navy ; and what need 1 fay 

any 

the meditation on the law of Mofes. The like to which 
we meet with elfewhere in Joi’cphus aifo agaiuft Apion, 

B. I, § 22. ' ' 
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thing of bow great weight thofe fokliers 
c at that juncture ? or how many, and how 
eat prefents they were vouchfafed by Cxl'ar ? 
.ind truly, I ouglit before now to have men¬ 
tioned the epifttes which Cxfar wrote to the 
fcnate ; and how* Antipater hatl honours, and 
the freedom of the city of Rome, bellowed 
upon him ; for thel'e are demonllrations, both 
that we have received thefc favours by our own 
deferts, and do on that account petition thee 
for thy confirmation of them, from whom we 
had reafon to hope for them, though they had 
not been given us before, both out of regard to 
our king’s difpofition towards us, and your 
dilpofition towards him. And farther, we have 
been informed by thole Jews that were there, 
with what kindnefs thou came into our coun¬ 
try, and how thou offered the molt perfect fa- 
criuces to God, and honoured him with re¬ 
markable vows, and how thou gave the people 
a feaft, and accepted of their own hofpitable 
preients to thee. We ought to efteem all thel'e 
kind entertainments, made both by our nation 
and our city to a man who is the ruler and 
manager of l'o much of the public affairs, as 
indications of that fricndfhip which thou haft 
returned to the Jewilh nation, and which hath 
been procured them by the family of Herod. 
So wc put thee in mind of thefe things in the 
prefence of the king now fitting by thee, and 
make our requeft for no more hut this, that 
what you have given us yourfelves you will 
not fee taken away by others from us.” 

5. When Nicolaus had made this fpcec.h, 
there was no oppolition made to it by the 
Greeks; for this was not an enquiry made, as 
in a court of j office, hut an mterceffion to pre¬ 
vent violence to he offered to the Jews any jj 
longer ; nor did the Greeks make any defence j! 
of thcmfelves, or deny what it was fuppofed 
they had done. Their pretence was no more 
than this, that while the Jews inhabited in their 
country, they were entirely unjuft to them [ in 
not joining in their worfhip] ; but they de- 
monlfrated their generality in this, that though 
they worihipped according to their own infti- 
tutions, they did nothing that ought to grieve 
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them. So when A grip pa perceived that ih.cv 
had been opprclfed by violence, lie made thh 
anlvver : That, on account of Ilerod’s good¬ 
will and fricndfhip, he was ready tti grant the- 
Jews whatfoever they fhoukl alk him, ami that 
their requefts feemed to him in themlclves juli ; 
and that, if they requefted any thing farther, In. 
lhould not feruple to grant it them, provided 
they were no way to the detriment of the Ro¬ 
man government ; hut that, while their re¬ 
queft was no more than this, that what privi¬ 
leges they had already given them might not he 
abrogated, he confirmed this to them, that 
they might continue in the observation of their 
own cuiloms without any one offering them 
the lea ft injury.” And when he had laid thus, 
iie diffolved the alfembly : Upon which Herod 
Hood up, and diluted him, and gave him thanks 
for the kind dilpofition he fhewed to them. 
Agrippa all'o took this in a very obliging man¬ 
ner, and ialuted him again, and embraced him 
in his arms ; after which he went away from 
Lefbos, but the king determined to fail from 
Samos to his own country ; and when he had 
taken his leave of Agrippa, he purl tied hi;; 
voyage, and landed at Cxiarea in a lew days 
time, as having favourable winds; from whence 
he went to Jcrulaiein, and there gathered all 
the people together to an affembly, not a few 
being there out of the country alio. So he 
came to them, and gave them a particular ac¬ 
count of all his journey, and of 1 he affairs of 
all the Jews in Aha, how hv his means they 
would live without injurious treatment for the 
time to come. He alfo told them of the entire 
good fortune he had met with, and how he 
had adminillrcd the government, and had not 
negledfed any thing which wan for their advan¬ 
tage ; and as he was very joyful, lie now re¬ 
mitted to them the fourth part of their taxes 
for the lull year. Accordingly, they were fo 
pleafed with his favour and fpecch to them, 
that they went their ways with great gladnels, 
and willted the king all manner of happinefs. . 

G H A P. 
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■flow grc.it Dijlurlhinccs arofc in Herod's Family , 
on bis preferring Antipater , his eldef Son , 
before the ref , till Alexander took that Injury 
\very heino/j/v. 

^ i. irkin' now the afiaira in Herod’s family 
were in more and more diforder, and 
became more fevere upon him, by the hatred 
of Salome to the young men [Alexander and 
Arillobulus] which ddeended as it were by in¬ 
heritance [from their mother Mariamne : J And 
as flie had fully fuccceded again!! their mother, 
fo the proceeded to that degree of rnadnefs and 
infolence, as to endeavour that none of her 
pofterity might be left alive, who might have 
it in their power to revenge her death. The 
young men lnd alfo lomewhat of a bold and 
uneafy difpolition towards their father, oc- 
cafioned by the remembrance of what their 
mother had nnjudly fullered, and by their own 
aff'edation of dominion. The old grudge was 
alfo renewed ; and they call re[)roaches on Sa¬ 
lome and Pheroras* who requited the young 
men with malicious debgns, and actually laid 
treacherous fnares for them. Now as for this 
hatred, it was equal on both fide.'., hut the man¬ 
ner of exerting that hatred was different: for 
as fertile young men, they were ralh, reproach¬ 
ing and alb onting the others openly, and were 
unexperienced enough to think it the moll ge¬ 
nerous to declare their minds in that undaunted 
manner; but the others did not take that me¬ 
thod, hut made ufe of calumnies altera fubtile 
and a fpiteful manner, ft ill provoking the young 
men, and imagining that their boldnefs might 
in time turn to, the offering violence to their 
father; for inafmuch as they were not afhamed 
of the pretended crimes of their mother, nor 
thought ihe fullered juftly, thefe luppofed that 
might at length exceed all bounds, and induce 
them to think they ought to be avenged on 
their father, though it were by difpatching him 
with their own hands. At length it came to 
this, that the whole city was full of thefe dif- 
courfes, and, as is ufu.il in fuels contcfts, the 


tmlkilfulnefs of the young men was pitied, but 
the contrivance of Salome was too hard for 
them, and what imputations Ihe laid upon them 
came to be believed, by means of their own 
conduct; for they who were fo deeply affeded 
with the death of their mother, that while 
they laid both fhe and themfejves were in a 
rniferable cafe, they vehemently complained of 
her pitiable end, which indeed was truly fuch, 
and laid that they were themfelves in a pitiable 
cafe alfo, becaufe they were forced to live with 
thole that had been her murderers, and to be 
partakers with them. 

2. These diforders increafed greatly, and 
the king’s abfcncc abroad had afforded a lit op¬ 
portunity for that increafe ; but as foon as He¬ 
rod was returned, and had made the foremcn- 
tioned fpeech to the multitude, Pheroras and 
Salome let fall words immediately, as if he were 
in great danger, and as if the young men 
openly threatened that they would not fpare 
him any longer, but revenge their mother’s 
death upon him. They alio added another 
circumllance, that their hopes were fixed on 
Archelaus, the king of Cappadocia, that they 
fhould be able by his means to come to Cadar 
and accufe their father. Upon hearing fuch 
things, Herod was immediately dillurbcd ; and 
indeed was the more aftenilhed, becaufe the 
fame things were related to him by fomc others 
alfo. He then called to mind his former cala¬ 
mity, and confidered, that the diforders in his 
family had hindered him from enjoying any 
comfort from thofe that were deareft to him, 
or from his wife whom he loved fo well ; and 
fufpeding that his future troubles would foon 
be heavier and greater than thofe that we r e pall, 
he was in great confufion of mind ; for Divine 
Providence had in reality conferred upon him 
a great many outward advantages for his hap- 
pinefs, even beyond his hopes, but the troubles 
he had at home were fuch as he never expeded 
to have met with, and rendered him unfortu¬ 
nate ; nay, both forts came upon him to fuch a 
degree as no one could imagine, and made'st 
a doubtful queftion, whether upon the compa¬ 
nion 
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rifon of both, he ought to have exchanged i'o 
great a fuccefs of outward good things for fo 
■' , ^cat misfortunes at home, or whether he ought 
not to have choicn to avoid the calamities ix- 
lating to his family, though he had, lor a 
compcnfjlion, never been poflefled of the ad¬ 
mired grandeur,of a kingdom. 

3 . As he was thus diflurbed and afflicted. 
in order to deprefs thefe young men, he brought 
to court another of bis ions, that was born to 
him when he was a private man : his name 
was Anti pater ; yet did he not then indulge 
him as he did afterwards, when he was quite ; 
overcome by him, and let him do every thing as 
lie plcaled, but rather with adcligu of depreding 
the ini'olence of the ions of Ma; i:\tnne, and 
managing this elevation ol his lo, that it might 
be for a warning to them ; for this bold beha¬ 
viour of theirs j he thought] would not be fo 
great, it they were once perfuaded, that the 
tuccedion to the kingdom did not appertain to 
them alone, or mull of necelhty come to them. 
So he introduced Antipater as their antagonist, ' 
and imagined that lie made a good provilion 
for difeouragmg their pride, and that after this 
was done to the young men, there might he a 
proper feafen for expelling thefe to be of a 
better difpofmon: l>ut the event proved other- 
wife than he intended ; for the young men 
thought he did them a very great injury: And 
as Antipater was a fhrewd man, when he had 
once obtained this degree of freedom, and be¬ 
gan to expect greater tilings than he had 
before .hoped for, he had but one fingle defign 
in his head, and that was to diftrefs his breth¬ 
ren, and not at all to yield to them the pre¬ 
eminence, but to keep clofe to his father, who 
was already alienated from them by the ca¬ 
lumnies he had heard about them, and ready 
to be wrought upon in any way his zeal again!! 
them Should advife him to puriue, that lie 
might be continually more and more feverc a- 
gain it them. Accordingly, all the reports that 
were fpread abroad came from him, while he 
avoided himfelf the fufpicion, as if thole difeo- 

* This interval of ten years for the duration of Marcus 
A gr-ppaV government in Afia fee ms to be true, anl a- 
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j vein - proceeded l-nim him ; but lie ;v‘ :c: cho* • 
l" ule (>f tinde perloiis n>r Id., ah... 

that c. * re unhifpcflcd, and UHi at might In: 
?»«.«; ".. .! to Ipouk trinl*, by realm* <,{ tiie goou- 
; v.f] they bore to the king,; and indeed, there 
j v.. r ■ da-ad v not a few w ho culriva'.cd.a friend- 
[ £L:j> \vitii Antipater, in liopts o: gaining huw- 
j v. hit by him ; and tie. fe were the wen we 
mol! ot all perfuaded Mctod, b.'oau-o they an 
pea red to fpcak thus out ol tie. ir swod-vriii to 
him : And while thole joint ace,; wo;.., which 
1 from various foundations hippo: o-d one am- 

• other’s veracity, the young men then*? ives s' - 
forded farther occattons to Anlipa*;r abb; l' : 
they were ohlerved to fired tear > rite , on ac¬ 
count of the injury that was offered them, and 
had their mother in tluir 1 maths, and. among 
their ftiends they ventured to rc pro.: U their 

j lather, as not acting judiv hv them: all which 

• things were wi.11 an evil intention se.'erud in 
j memoiy bv Antipater aguisifl a proper upper- 

tunhy ; and when they wire told to lie-rod, 
j with aggravations, inercakd the dilorders fo 
much, that it brought a great tumult into lire 
j family ; for while the king w.is very angry ;t 
imputations that were laid upon tm- Ions (f 
Mariamne, and was ddmm.s to humUc thou, 

! lie ithl iuerealed the honour that he lirtd be¬ 
llowed on Antipater ; and war, at I n’t )•> over¬ 
come hv hia periualions, tint he brougiit Ills 
j mother lo court alfo. f Ie aif'o wrote frequently 
1 to Caviar in favour of him, and more caimdhy 
; recommended him to his care p.uilndariv. 
And wh;n Agrippi v-as rJuniing fo Rome, 
alter he had bnid ;-d his * ten years government 
.in Aha, Herod tailed from Judea; and. when 
he met with him, he iiad none with him 
but Antipater, whom he delivered to Agrippa, 
that he iniirht take him along with him, to- 
get her with many pieients, that io he might 
i become CaTar's friend, ini'e.mtich, that things 
j already looked as if he had all his father’s 
i favour, and that me young men were already 
entirely rejected from any hopes of the king¬ 
dom. 

greeable to the Korean history | See Uflier’s Annals at 
A. M. 3302. 
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Jlr:v, daring Antipaters Abode at Rome , Herod 
broan [it. Alexander and Arif! oh ulus befor e 
G&cfi)r, a od area fed I heAlexander s De¬ 
ft nee of himfelfbefore (Afar, and Reconcilia¬ 
tion to las bather. 

§ 1 . i\ M) new what happened during An- 
tipater’s ablencc augmented the 
honour to which lie h.ad been promoted, and 
Ills apparent eminence above bis brethren, for 
be had made a exeat iigure in Rome, becaulc 
Hern.! had lent recommendations of him to all 
Ids friends there, only lie was grieved that he 
was not at home, not had proper opportunities 
of perpetually calumniating his brethren ; and 
his chief fear was, lull Ids father ihould alter 
his mind, and entertain a mold favourable opi¬ 
nion of the foms of Mari.mine ; and as he had 
rhis in his mind, he did not bclift from Isis 
purpofe,. but continually font from Rome any 
l'uch (lories as he Imped might grieve mid irri¬ 
tate his father againll his brethren, under pre¬ 
tence indeed. of a deep concern for ids prelcrva- \ 
lion, hut in truth fuel; as his malicious mind 
(Uflated, in order to purchcde a greater hope of 
the fuccdlion, which yet was already great in J 
ilfelf: and thus he did till he had excited fuch | 
a degree of anger in Herod, that he was already 
become very ill-difpofed towards the young 
• nm ; but util, wliile be delayed to exercife lo 
violent a diJgull renin!! them, and that be 
might not either he too re nils, or too rash, and lb 
rfiend., he though'. it oed to fail to Rome, and 
there mmole his ions before Ckdar, and not in¬ 
dulge him fell’ in any fuch crime as might be 
heinous enough to be iufpeded of impiety; 
but as ho was going up to Rome, it happened 
that he made fuch italic as to meet with- Crefar 
at the " city Aquileia : Ho when he came to the 
fpcorii ofCxfar, be afked for a time for bearing 

* AltiuMtj'h IK rod met Arguftu? al Aquileia, yet was 
this accuCifiou of hi; fuss deferred till they came to Rome, 
as ■$ 3, atlurts is, and as we are pailieuimly informed in 
the hiltory of theVAn*; f>. J. chap. xxiii. j 3. though what 
he hen fays belonged dillintlly to Alexander, tire eider 
brother ; I mean his being brought to Rome, is litre 


jj this great caufe, wherein lie thought himfclf 
j very milerable, and prefented bis Tons there, 
j and accufed them of their mad a diions, and of 
i their attempts againfl him: That “ they were 
I enemies to him ; and, by all the means they 
| were able, did their endeavours to flicw their 
hatred to their own father, and would take a- 
way his life, and fo obtain his kingdom, after 
the moil barbarous manner ; that he had 
power from Csefar to difpofe of it, not by nc- 
ceflity, but by choice, to him who fliall cxereile 
the greatell piety towards him, while thefe my 
fons are net lb defirous of ruling, as they are, 
upon a difappointment thereof, to expofe their 
own life, if fo he they may but deprive theii 
father of his life; fo wild and polluted is then 
mind by time become out of their hatred to him * 
that wdiereas he had a long time borne this Ids 
misfortune, he was now compelled to lay it 
before Cedar, and to pollute his cars with fuch 
language, while he himfelf wants to know wdial 
feverity they have ever fullered from him ? or 
what hardfhips he hath ever laid upon them 
to make them complain of him ? and how they 
can think it jull that he fliould not he lord of 
that kingdom, which he in a long time and 
with great dangers had gained, and not allow 
him to keep it, and to difpofe of it to him that 
fliall deferve it Ldl ? and this, with other ad¬ 
vantages, he propofes as a reward for the piety 
of fuch an one as will hereafter imitate the care 
he hath taken of it, and that fuch an one may- 
gain fo great a requital as that is : And that it 
is an impious thing for ; hem to pretend to 
meddle with it before-hand ; for he who hath 
ever the kingdom in his view, at the fame time 
reckons upon procuring the death of his father, 
becaulc otherwife he cannot come at the go¬ 
vernment : That as for himfelf, he had hitherto 
given them all that he was able, and what was 
agreeable to fuch as are fubjed to royal autho¬ 
rity, 

juflly extended to both the brothers; in d that, not only in 
our copies, but in that of Zorurat; alfo ; nor is there reafon 
to doubt but they were both at this foleintt hearingjiy 
Auguflus, although the defence t*ere made by Alexander, 
alone, who V'as the elder brother, and one that could. 
■ fpeak very well.. 
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rity, and the Tons of a kin"; what ornaments 
they wanted, with fervants and delicate fare, 
-jjid had married them into the moft illuftrious 
families, the one [Ariftobulus] to his lifter’s 
daughter, but Alexander to the daughter of 
king Archelaus: -And what was the greateft 
favour of all, when their crimes were to very 
bad, and he had authority to puniih them, yet 
had he not made life of it againll them, hut 
had brought them before Caftar, their common 
benefactor, and had not ufed the feverity which, 
either as a father who had been impioully a- 
bufed, or as a king who had been aiiaulted 
treacheroufly, be might have done, he made 
them ftand upon the level with him in judge¬ 
ment: That however it was necclftry that all 
this fhould not be palled over without punifti- 
ment, nor himfelf live in the greateft fears ; 
nay, that b was not for their own advantage 
to fee the light of the fun after what they have 
done, although they fhould efcape at this time, 
liuee they had done the vileft things, and would 
certainly fuffcr the greateft punilhments ti; .t 
ever were known among mankind.” 

2 . Ti11; s e were the accufations which I lerod 
laid with great vehemency againll his Ions be¬ 
fore Gee far. Now the young men, both while 
he was lpeaking, and chiefly at his concluding, 
wept, and were in confufron. Now as to them- : 
ielvcs, they knew in their own confluence they | 
were innocent, but becaufc they were aeeufed 
by their father, they were feulible, as the truth ! 
was, that it was hard for them to make their | 
apology, lincc, though they were at liberty to ! 
fpeak their minds freely as the occailou requi- i 
red, and might with.force and carncilncfs refute ; 
the aceulation, yet was it not now decent fo to j 
do. There was therefore a difficulty how they 
fhould he able to fpeak, and tears, and at length 
a deep groan followed, while they were afraid, 
that if they faiu nothing they fhould lean to be 
in this difficulty from a confcioufnels of guilt, 
nor had they any defence ready, by realon oi 
their youth, and the difordcr they were under ; 
yet w; T t not Gee far unapprifed, when he looked 
upon them in. the confulion they were in, that 
5 their delay to make their defence did not arile 

- i 


from any confcioufm-ff, of great enormities, bun 
from their unfkilfulm Is and modcfly. They 
were r!fo commiferated by thole that were there 
in particular, and they moved their father’s ni - 
fodious in earned till he had niuc!i»a-dd to con¬ 
ceal them. 

ft. But when they law there was a kind 
dilpnluion arilen huth in him and in Cadar. 
and that every one of the reft d|l either /bed 
tears, or at lean did all grieve will) them, the 
one oi them, whole name was y//r.\ ;iri,Ier, cal¬ 
led to his lather, and attempted to anfwcr lib 
aceulation, and laid, “ O lather, the benevo¬ 
lence thou hail ihewn to us is evident, men in 
this very judicial procedure ; for hadll thou had 
any pernicious intentions about us, thou hadft 
not produced us here before the common favi* 
our eft all ; lor it was in thy power, both as a 
king, and as a father, to puniih the guilty • 
hut by thus bringing us to Rome, and making 
( It la r himfelf a witnefs to what is done, thou 
intimated that thou intended to five is; for 
no one that hath a dciign to day a man will 
bring him to the temples and to the altars ; 
yet are our cireinnliunees dill world; for we 
cannot endure to livq ourfelves any longer, if it 
he believed that we have injured fuel) a father ; 
nay, perhaps it would be world for us to live 
with this lufpicion upon us, that we have in¬ 
jured him, than to die without huh guilt: And 
if our open defence may he taken to be true, 
we final 1 be happy, both in pacifying thee, and 
in. cleaping the danger vee are in ; but if this 
calumny ft) j revails, it is me re than enough 
lor us that v;e have iden the fun this day ; 
which, why IheuUl we fee, if tit:.- fufpicion be 
fixed upon us ? New it is ea.fy to lay of young 
men, that they delire to icign ; and to lay far¬ 
ther, that this evil proceeds from the cafe of 
our unhappy mother.. This is abundantly fifth 
ijcieijt to produce our prefent misfortune out 
oi the former : but eonbder well, whether inch 
an aceulation doer; rot fait all fuel) young men,, 
and maj not be fa id of theta all prn-wT.uoi: bv ( 
for nothing can '.under him that n if he 
have children, and their mother be dead; hut 

the 
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iV.fpien M upon all his j 
; mis, as in ten dir U* In me trcieiK.’V i* 1 him: but | 
,i fuimchm is mat fufftcic: i. U’ piovc fuch an 
Aim on '• prad isc. 1'xt >'a let a a v m.m lay, wxic- 
M A- wo have allv and nudcuMy attempted 
... v <;!:•'>"thin", vh- :\hv a.W'-us otherwile in- 
.■:-eui Wc >: X •«: edible : Van any body 

prove i 'm ■ pod • ; .• • • i. an : :\vra! r or prove 
1 ,i!M, y ,f « p: . or the c.irruption 

of Servants, ai is!/,, wd.ten again!! time ? 
though Kid ''d 1 1. a’ •. nova < ’ tunic tmmgs j 

! m « |j, r f wvihne. b pretended by tvay ox j 

• rxlnrnnv, w.:c neverdorre ; lot a 

"■'vs! bund v If it i at van.tree wall ltleh ts a 
horrible thing; ami '’nit which thou call-all a 
reward of piety, oilcn becomes, among very 
vahheu nun, inch, a f •v.iidjtion ni hope, as 
K\-frees them heave no i- it of mifehut untried : 
Kor does a nr one lay .my whked prachees to 
our charge ; hut cs L<> caiumuics oy heiui.iV, 
hove can he put an end to them, who will not 
hear what we have to fay? Have we t dked 
with too ere :t freedom ? vts ; but: not ay.unil 
thee, for th.iV would he mijc.il, but again!! tlrnie 
that ncvxr ecmed any thin r . that h Ipohc i i > 
j hern. i lath either of us hewno'd cm .no¬ 
th cr r yes; but not be nine the is dead, but 
hecaule ihe was evd-ipc.J.eti #>: by thole tlia.t 
: , ,Pi ;,c, yti.iM'u io to do. Arc We' heinous o) 
Mjc.iou wbi.ii wc l,i.ow our father is 
r .m,,.,d "d;,u real’on can we do lo : 

if we ad-,.ail - u is.' wool honours, as we have, 
b'ui’.’.h. m* vc. i,il:!air m vain ? And il we 
face i]jg. n , : re not wc in hopes of 

y .;.,i f ( ii- j,:: . .. hey that we ha<! Killed thee, 

, . i,i wc ,-m a. :i to t htain tin' kingdom ? while 
Acer the eatth would let us tread upon it, 
ncfhtlie ft.i i- ‘ US fail upon it, after Inch an 
•;fon as tint : nay, the religion ol all your 
•• : hb , i.y and the pkry of the whole nation, 

: 1. men lore ;i w\[,’ fuf- 

, 3 : i' , 1 'iihi p-a.ii’)', nl *q. J*. Vh cl>. p. 

J, j. e i. o f i U. . ! n*« v of 11- l o.lN n s 1 V 

,j !>, - ;,T ill i:l a It IC’V M. ! I • mil's t*» 

, Cl a.f f WI, . rata . at i huh- ic t hr if' - hi of M;"- 
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would h; ve proliihited parricides from alTum- 
iuy the government, and from ' entering into 
tint moll holy temple which was built by thee 
Hot. luppoic we had made light of other dangers, 
can any murderer go off unptmifhed. while 
(fvfav is alive? We are thy lone, and not lo 
impious, or to tlnmglitlcks, as that eon.es to, 
though perhaps more unfortunate than is con¬ 
venient for thee. But in cafe thou neither 
I'mdefl any cauies of complaint, nor ary, 
treacherous deftgns, wliat luilicient evidence 
hall thou to make inch, a wickedncll; of ours 
credible ? Our mother is dead indeed, hut then 
what hole! her mi At be an inllrudion to ns n 

i ' 

caution, and not an incitement to wickcditeCs. 

1 Wc are willing to make a. larger apology !m 
! omfclves, fait ail ions never done do not admit < 
i (iifcotirfe: Nay, we will make this ngriemcr 
with thee, and that before Cad: r, the lord w. 
all, who is now a mediator between in, il t:.cu, 
O i'.uhci, canll Siring thyleli, by the evidetu. 
of truth, to have a mind free from hdpicmr 
concerning us, let us live, though crentke;; 
wc ih.tll live in an unhappy way ; If r to be am 
c u Ed (tea cat ads of wieki dn-Js, though xa Ho¬ 
ly, is a tendo'e thing : hut ti tnon hall .my tear 
I remaining, continue i!k'u on in thy pious life, 
i we will give this realm h r our ov.n condud, 
our life is not fo dclirahlc to us as to ochre lo 
have it, if it tend to thchaim of our lathi v 
who gave if us.” 

4, Win N Alexander had thus fpoken, C;r- 
far, who did not before believe fo gtofs a ca¬ 
lumny, was flill more moved by it, and looked 
intently upon Herod, and perceived he was a 
little confounded, the perfons there prelent 
were undtr an anxiety about the young men, 
and the lame that was fpread abroad made the 
king hated ; for the very incredibility of the ca¬ 
lumny, 

: Sri' a Ik) gnotlitr freed 0 1 II; rwi':; own to the young 
I.,, n that rallied i!wn his p.> Idea from the front of 

jj ti.e t< ingle, v, here he taUa notice, “ How die building 
, f the u it. nk’ c< it him ,i vift Him ; .uiri that V c Alamo- 
! v.taits, in titofe 105 years t; 17 held the govcr-.v-ait-, moc 
I ;mt able to perfonn fo great a * oik, to ihc honour of 
i (joi?, a;, this was. Ar.tiq. I’. aVU. chap. -i ]■ 
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lumny, and the commiferation which the flow¬ 
er of youth, and beauty of body; which were 
in the young men, pleaded for aftiftancc ; and 
the more fo on this account, that Alexander 
had made their defence with dexterity and pru¬ 
dence ; nay, they did not thcmfelvcs any longer I 
continue in their-former countenances, which J 
had been bedewed with tears, and call down- j 
wards to the ground, but now there arofuin I 
them hope of the belt: and the king himfelf 
appeared not to have had foundation enough to 
build inch an aecufation upon, he having no 
real evidence .wherewith to convidt them. ln- 
.deed he wanted feme apology for making the 
aecufation ; but Crciar, after feme delay, faid, 
That “ although the young men were thorough¬ 
ly innocent of that for which they were calum¬ 
niated, yet had they been fo far to blame, that 
they had not demeaned themfelves towards their 
father fo as to prevent that fufpicion which was 
fpread abroad concerning them.” He alfo ex¬ 
horted Herod to lay all fuch fufpicions abide, | 
and to be reconciled to his fons ; for that it was | 
not juft to give any credit to fuch reports con¬ 
cerning his own children ; and that this repent¬ 
ance on both tides might ftill heal thofe brea¬ 
ches that had happened between them, and 
might improve that their good-will to one an¬ 
other, whereby thofe on both fides excufing 
the rafhnefs of their fufpicions, might refolvc to 
bear a greater' degree of affediori towards each 
other than they had before. After Csefar had 
given them this admonition, lie beckoned to 
the young men. When therefore they were 
difpofed to fall down to make interceffion to 
their father, he took them up, and embraced 
them,'.as they were in tears, and took each of 
them diftimftly in his arms, till not one of thofe 
that were prefent, whether freeman, or Have, j 
but was deeply affe&ed with what they faw. 

5. Then did they return thanks to Caefar, 
and went away together; and with them went 
Antipater, with an hypocritical pretence that 
he rejoiced at this reconciliation. And in the 
laft days they were With Caftar, Herod made 
him a prefent of three hundred talents, as he 
was then exhibiting fhews and largeffes to the 
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pc< p'" of Rome : and Cyf’ar made hum a prefent 
o' h :!t the revenue of (ho copp* r-mines in Cv- 
ptup . iui committed the cue of the ntber half 
to Ium, ;hu! honoured him waili older cjitn and 
1 is>c*(ines : And ;c to his own kingdom, he left 
il iu his own power to appoint which of his 
ions he plea led lor his imveilnr, or to di {tri¬ 
bute it in parts to every one, that (he dignity 
might thereby come to them all. And when 
Herod, was dilpofed to make Inch a feltknvmt 
immediately, C;d:u* {aid, “ Ilf would not give 
him leave to deprive himfelf, while lie was alive, 
oi the power over his kingdom, or over Ids 
fons.” 

6 . After this, Herod returned to Judea 
again : But during his abfeticc, no i'mall part 
of his dominions about Trachon had revolted, 

■ whom yet the commanders lie left there had 
vanqulfhed, and compelled to a iubmiftion 
again. Now as Herod was {idling with his 
fons, and was come over-again ft Cilicia, to [the 
ifland] Eleufa, which hath now changed dts 
name for Sebafte, he met with Arehelaus, king 
of Cappadocia, who received him kindly, as 
rejoicing that he was reconciled to this fons, 
and that the acculation againft Alexander, who 
had married his daughter, was at an end. They 
alio made one another fuch prelent-, as it be¬ 
came kings to make. From thence Herod 
catne to Judea, and to the temple, where he 
made a ipecch to the people, concerning what 
had been done in this his journey: He alto 
difeourfed them about Cadar’s kindnefs to him, 
and about as many of the particulars he had 
done, as he thought it for his advantage other 
people fhould he acquainted with. At laid he 
turned his fpeech to the admonition of hi- Ions ; 
and exhorted thofe that lived at court, and the 
multitude, to concord ; and informed them, 
that his fons were to reign after him ; Antipa¬ 
ter firft, and then Alexander and Ariftolmius, 
the fons of Mariarnne ; but lie defect! that at 
prefent they fhoukl all have regard to himfelf, 
and eftcem him king and lord of all, iincc he 
was not yet hindered by old age, but waS in 
that period of life when he muft be the moft 
7 C fkiiful 
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fkilful in governing; and that he was not de¬ 
ficient in other arts of management that might 
enable him to govern the kingdom well, and 
to ride over his children alio. He farther told 
tl»e rulers under him, and the foldiery, that, 
in cafe they would look upon him alone, their 
life would be led in a peaceable manner, and 
they would make one another happy. And 
when he had laid this, he difinilfcd the afiem- 
biy. Whiyh fpccch was acceptable to the 
greateft part of the audience, but not fo to 
thqrn all ; for the contention among his Ions, 
and the hopes.he had given them, occafioned 
thoughts and defires of innovations among 
them. 


C H A Ik V„ 

l low Herod eelc:-rated the Games that ivcrc to 
re!uni every fifth 3 car, upon the building of 
Cafarea ; and hozv he built and adorned many 
other Places after a nr ’ yd ft cent Manner; and 
dul many other ylilions glorioufy. 

§ t. \ BOUT this time it was that CaTurea 
Jf~ Schaftc, Which he had built, was 
finithed. The entire building being aecomplifh- 
cd in the tenth year, the folemnity of it fell 
into the twenty-eighth year of Herod’s reign, 
and into the hundred and ninety-fecond olympi¬ 
ad : There was accordingly a great feftival, and 
moil fumptuous preparations. made prefentiy 
in order to its dedication ; for he had appoint¬ 
ed a contention in mulie, and games to be per¬ 
formed naked: He bad alfo gotten ready a 
great number of thole that fight bugle combats, 
and of beads for the like purpofe; boric-races 
alfo, and the moft chargeable of inch fports 
and fhews as uled to be exhibited at Rome, 
and in other places. • He confederated this com¬ 
bat to (kefir, and ordered it to be celebrated 
every fifth year. He alfo fent all forts of orna¬ 
ments for it out of his own furniture, that it might 
want nothing to make it decent : nay, julia, 
i iH'ar’s wife, tent a great part of her moft va¬ 
inTV furniture [from Rome] infomuch, that 
ne had no want of any thing: The futn of 
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I them all was eftitnated at five hundred talents. 
Now when a great multitude was eome to that 
city to fee the fhews, as well as the ambafliulors 
whom other people fent, on account of the 
benefits they had received from Herod, he 
entertained them all in the public inns, and at 
public tables, and with perpetual feads; this 
folemnity having in the day-time the diverfiotn? 
of the fights, and in the night-time fuch merry- 
meetings as coft vaft dims of money : and pub¬ 
licly demonftrated the generofity of his fowl 
for in all his undertakings he was ambitious t. 
exhibit what exceeded whatfoever, had beer 
done before of the fame kind. And it is re¬ 
lated that Crcfar and Agrippa often faid, That 
“ the dominions of Herod were too little for 
the greatnefs of his foul; for that he deferved 
to liave both all the kingdom of Syria, and that 
of Egypt alfo.” 

2. After this folemnity and tlicfc feftival 
were over, Herod crcdted another city In the 
plain called Capharfaba , where he chofc out a 
fit place, both for plenty of water, and good- 
nefs of foil, and proper for the production ot 
what was there planted, where a river encom- 
pafled the. city itfelf, and a grove of the heft 
trees for magnitude was round about it: this 
he named Antipatris , from his father Antipater, 
He alfo built upon another fpot of ground a- 
bove Jericho,, of-the fame name with his mo¬ 
ther, a place of great fecurity, and very plea- 
fant for habitation, and called it Cypros. Ele 
alfo dedicated the fineft monuments to his bro¬ 
ther Phafaelus, on account of.the great natural 
affecTion there had been between them, by 
erecting a tower in the city itfelf, not lei's than 
the tower of Pharos, which Ire named Phafa¬ 
elus , which was at once a part of the ftrong 
defences of the city, and a memorial for him 
that was dcceafcd, becaufe it bare his name. 
Ele alfo built a city of the fame name in the 
valley of Jericho,, as you go from it northward, 
whereby he rendered the neighbouring country 
more fruitful, by the cultivation its inhabitants 
introduced ; and this alfo he called Phaficlu, 

3. But as for his other benefits, it is impof- 

iibie 
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Hble to reckon them up, thofe which he be¬ 
llowed on cities, both in Syria, and in Crecce, 
and in all the places he came to in his voyages ; 
for he Teems to have conferred, and that after 
a moil plentiful manner, what would miniller 
to many necefiitios, and the building of public 
works, and gave them the money that was De¬ 
cenary to lueh works as wanted it, to fupport 
them upon the failure of their other revenues : 
But what was the greatefl and moil illuftrious 
of all his works, he ere tied Apollo’s temple at 
Rhodes, at his own cxpences, and gave them 
a great number of -talents of iilver for the re- 
pair of their fleet. lie alio built the greatcil 
part of the public edifices for the inhabitants of 

Nieopolis, at Adtiurn : And for the Antio-' 
chians, the inhabitants of the principal city of 
Syria, where a broad ilreet cuts through tlu? 
place lengthways, he built c loiitet •? along it on 
both Tides, and laid the open road with poli tir¬ 
ed Hone, and was ol very great advantage to 
the inhabitants. And as to the Olympic games, 
which were in a very low condition, by realem 
of the failure of their revenues, he recovered 
their reputation, *nd appointed .revenues for 
ther maintenance, and Tnade that iolemn meet¬ 
ing more venerable, as to the lacrifices and o- 
ther ornaments: and by reafon of this vail li¬ 
berality, he was generally declared in their ifi- 
feriptions to be one of the perpetual managers 
of thofe games. 

4, Now fome there are who Hand amazed 
at the diversity of Herod’s nature, and purpo- 
fes; for when, we have refpett to his magni¬ 
ficence, and the benefits which he bellowed on 
all mankind, there is no po/fihility for even 
thofe that had the leaf! refpebl for him, to de¬ 
ny, or not openly to con-fefs, that he had a 
nature vafily beneficent; but when any one 
looks upon the'puniihmenti he inflidlcd, ami 
the injuries he did, not only to his lubjeats, 
but to his nearell relations, and takes notice of 
his fevere and unrelenting difpolition there, he 
will be forced to allow, that it was brut iih, and 

* Dr Huilfun here give:; as the «W'!s of S«i t-HFtfv 
coarernin^ this Nieopolis, when Augultrs 1 eb :ih it 
w And that the memo) y oi the victor, at ACUgfu mijrU 
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and iometimvs at ■ ura.it..i m v-ddi imw ; hi. 

1 am tnyicli oi anoth-t <>pbd ..■>,! bus; ,, 
the.; the oeoalion of both the fa j. n 1 oi ,<■ go;, 
was one and the fame; ior, hiding a -man am 
hilious-oi honour, and unite overcome by ‘dial 
pa {(ion, he was induced to he , magnificent, 
wherever there appealed any hope, of a lutme 
memorial, or oi reputation at prefect ; and 
as his cxpences were beyond Ins abilities, he 
was ncceilituted to be Imrih to his fuhjeds ; 
for the perfons on wliom In; cop.mded hi:, mo¬ 
ney were lb many, that they made him a very 
had procurer of it : and hetaule he was mru- 
icious that he was hated by thofe under him, 
for the injuries he did them, he thou .-hi it nut 
ail eaiy thing to amend his offence:., for that 
was inconvenient for his revenue ; lie thnefom 
ihovc on the other fide to malm th 


ilk-will 


an oceafion of id., y dim /.. :o Ids :m.o (.cum, 
therefore, if any one v,m > -• ; .my obiujuw 
to him in ids Tmgn&ws am! w arn: ; t , uMcir 
himfel£ to be his Have, or bug ie-w.wd te think 
of any iimov.it.an :n m-s govex'um- n:, J|e w.-r 
not able to contain himfi-H, hut prolieu'id id. 
very kindred am; fiends, and pi.nuked llun 
as if they were enemies ; and this vdekednei 
he undertook out of a dciire that lie might bo 
himlclf alone honoured. Now for this my at- 
fertion about that paTion of bis, we have tin 
greatcil evidence, by what he did to home.:* 
Ckdar, and: Agiipna, and Ids other flic:ids; : 
with what honours lie paid ins rdpu't to them 
who were his iupwiom, the fame did he delb - 
to he paid to himiclf; and \\h..t lee thought tin 
mofl excellent prefenf 1m could make anoihei. 
he diicoyered an ineliiutum u> have tl > Ib-c 
prelented to himiclf. But now the jVwiih ni- 
tion is by their law a Hrmwcrfoai; ;mh thine 
and acetiHomed to prefer rightce-muck to <_■: 
rv ; for which le.u.m that ..at!: ■> v.m. not 
greeabie to him, b-wuiib :: {>l;t , * }, ., 


be cclcbrr.t."-! tie nuac uficrwii r 
Aitium, ; mi gyvi'-i;, ! jis.rb p t ■ 
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power to flatter the king’s ambition with fta- 
tues, or temples, or other fuch performances. 
.And this feems to me to have been at once the 
occafion ol Herod’s crimes as to his own cour¬ 
tiers, and counfellou’, and of his benefactions 
as to foreigners, and thole that had no relation 
to him. 


C H A P. VI. 

An Ambaffagc of tl \• jews hi Gyrene and Aha 
to Cajar , concerning the Complaints they had 
to make a'^atnjl the Greeks; with Copies of 
the l\f>ifiles zvhhb Cm far and Agfippa wrote 
to the Cities for them. 

0 \ i. JVTOW the cities ill-treated the Jews in 
j Aha, and a!! thole alio of the lame 
nation which lived in Lybia, which joins to 
Cyrcne, whde the former Icings had given them 
equal privileges with the other citizens ; but the 
Greeks affronted them at this time, and that fo 
far as to take a wav their facred money, and 
to do them milchicf on other particular occa- 
fions. When therefore they were thus afflic¬ 
ted, and found no end of their baibarous treat¬ 
ment they met with among the Greeks, they 
lent ambafladors to Caeiar on thole accounts ; 
who gave them the fame privileges as they had 
before, and lent letters to the fame purpofe to 
the governors of the provinces : copies of which 
I fubjoin here, as tellimonials of the ancient 
favourable difpofition the Roman emperors had 
towards us. 

a. C/es.YR Auou .tus. high piiefl, and 
tribune jot the people, ordains thus: Since the 
• he nation oi the Jew , Intli been found grate¬ 
ful to the Roman people, not only at this 
time, but in time pall alio, and chiefly Hyr- 
anus the high pried, under * my father Cacfar 
the emperor, it feemed good to me and my 
v ount'ellors, according to the fentence and oath 
ol the p-uplc ol Rome, that the Jews have li- 

* At’jpku. ! c r« V ill Julius CAfar his full.r, though 
t •> With he v," onlv his r.ml*, on nCipunt of his idoption 
1 , lii’ii. S.g the l.Miie Antiq. B. XtV. chap- xiv §4. 

.■> .ui'hrnuc tvnknccj that the jev- , m the 


berty to make ufe of their own cuftoms, ac¬ 
cording to the law of their fathers, aS they 
made ufe of them under Hyrcanus the high 
pried of Almighty God ; and that their facrcd 
| money be not touched, but be fent to ferula- 
j lem, and that it be committed to the care of 
the receivers at Jerufa]em : and that they be 
not obliged to go before any judge on the Sab¬ 
bath-day, nor on the f 'day of the preparation 
I to it, after the ninth hour : But if any one be 
caught Healing their holy books, or their la- 
cred money, whether it be out of the fyna- 
| gogue, or public fchool, lie fhall be deemed .1 

* lacrilegions perfon, an5^ his goods fliall be 
! brought into the public treafury of the Romans. 

I And I give order, that the teflimonia! which 

they have given me, on account of my re¬ 
gard to that piety which 1 exercife toward 
all mankind, and out of regard to Cavus Mar¬ 
cus Cenforinus, together with the prdent de¬ 
cree he propofed in that mod eminent place 
which hath been confecrated to me by the 
community of Ada at Ancyra. And if'any 
one tranfgiefs any part of what is above de¬ 
creed, he fliall be feverelj* punilhed.” This 
was inferibed Upon a' pillar in the temple of 
Cm far. 

3. “ Cjesar to Norbanus Flaccus fcndetli 
greeting; Let thofe Jews, how many foever 
they be, who have been ufed, according to 
their ancient cuftom, to fend their facred mo¬ 
ney to Jerufalem, do the dime freely.” Thefe 
were the decrees of Cmfar. 

4. Agrippa alfo did himfelf write after the 
banner following, on behalf of the Jews: 
“ Agrippij, to the tnagiftrates, fenate, and peo¬ 
ple of the Epheflans, fendeth greeting : I will 
that the care and cuftody of the facred money 
that is carried to the temple at Jerufalem be 
left to the Jews of Ada, to do with it accord¬ 
ing to their ancient cudom ; and that fuch as 
deal that facred money of the Jew’s, and fly 

* „ ’ to 

• 

Ays of Augu'ftus, began to prepare far rhe celebration of 
4 the Sabbath at-the ninth hour on Friday, as the tradition 
of the eldersajub it fefems,,, then require of them. 
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to-a {ancillary, fiiall be taken thence and de¬ 
livered to the Jews, by the lame law that 1i- 
crilegKnis •perfons are taken tlienee. ] haw 
••ilb written to Sylvanus the ( meter, th ! n . 
"one compel the Jews to come bailor • a ; .dee- 
on the Sabbath-day.” 

5. “ Marcus Aorippa, to 'he mtgi Urates 
iviute, and people of Gyrene, iwi.L: h y vthn> % 
The jews of Cywne have interced' d \.ei!> me 
lor the perform’,*. w of what Augullus lent rea¬ 
ders about to Flavius, die then pr- tor oi ir’bhi, 
a n! to the o'wher procure'on oi that proian e, 
that live leered money may hi lent to jerui.dem 
freely, as hath been their cu'iom from then 
foref ;?hers, they complaining tint they a. e ,i- 
!>ufcd by certain informers, and un 1 t pn'e me 
of lAt's which vyeie not due, ere hind, wd 
finm feuding tnem, which 1 o -mm ">d to be 
restored without any diminution or diHurbntce 
given to them : At id if any oi fiat .acred mo¬ 
ney iti the cities be taken from their proper 
roedeers, 1 farther enjoin, that the tame be 
exactly returned to the Jews in that place.” 

6. “ Caius Norbanus Flaccus, pnxon- 
fal, to the magiftrates of t!ie Sardians, lendetli 
greeting: Cefar hath written to me, and com¬ 
manded me not to forbid the Jews, how many 
iocver they be, from affembling together, ac¬ 
cording to the cullom of their forefothers, nor 
from fending their money to Jerufalcm : I have 
therefore written to you, that you may know 
that both Cafkr and I would have you aft ac¬ 
cordingly.” 

7. “ Nor did Julius Antonins the proconful 
write otherwife. “ To the magiftrates, fenate, 
and people of the Ephefians, fendeth greeting : 
As I was dilpenfmg juftice at Ephefus, on the 
ides of February, the Jews that dwell in Alia 
demonftrated to me, that Auguftus and Agrip- 
p.i had permitted them to ule their own laws 
and cultorns, and to ofter thole their firft fruits, 
which every one of them freely offers to the 

* The remaining part of thin chapter is a remarkable 
one, a-:, juftly iliflinguilhiag natural juilicc, religion, and 
juorjf tv, from pofitiv*. intiitutiorirS in all countries, and 
eudegpv preferring the iormcr before the latter, as did 
the true'prophet? of God always under the Old iclhmeiu, 
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: the fame, and in every city a bund v. e meet 
1 with them di He rent from one another ; but 
I natural juftice is molt agreeable t< - the advantage 
j of all men equally, both (drink s' and Barbari* 

! ans, to which our laws have the grcatell re- 
j gardj and thereby reader us, ii we abide in 
them after a pure manner, buicvuleui cud 
1 friendly to mi men : on win h nceo.m: V’e have 
! reafon to expect the like nturn from others, 
I and to inform tin m that tlu v ought not to 
j efteem differerre of poutive inliitutiom. a h>f- 
I ficicnt caufeof alienation, but [join with us in] 
the purfuit of virtue and probity ; It this In- 
longs to all men in eniiitK.n, and of ithii alone 
is lufficient for the prelerv ilion ol human liie. 

I now return to the thread of my hiftory. 

C I I A Ik 

and Chtilt and bis Aj 'IT dv/ay, tmd. t o'.' X av j-yhcnfc 
cur Jofcphui, f. cil':- Ui h i,v been <u this !i no ik 'rcrClmi- 
ti.mity than were the .Scribes and Plumeo oi In.-. age, 
who, as we know from the New ’} itl.imcut, were tiUirc- 
ly of a different opinion and pirnim- 
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lb ic, np-.n Herod's rainj* down into David's 
Sefo/bh/r, the Sedition ri /Kr iaiu’dy greatly 
io( j cafed. 

v K \ S ior Herod, he hud Ipent vall funis 
J about tlie cities, both without and 
h'.thin Jiis own kingdom: And as lie had 
■ efore heard that ! lyrcanus, -who. haul been 
’in^b.'c-re him, had opened David’s lepulehie, 
.uu! often out of it three thoufm 1 talents of 
1:1 tar, and that there was a nnkh gieater 
’ unM" left behind, and indeed enough to liif- 
hve ail his wants, he had a tne.-.t while an in- 

V- 

t't.tion to uiake the attempt ; and at this time 
he opened that lepulchtv hv night, and went 
into it, and endeavoured that it iher.Id not he 
at all known in tire city, hut took only his 
: mil iaithlul friends with him. As for any 
tii meg, he found wmc, as Hyrcanus had done, I 
but that turnituv.: » t gold, and thole precious ; 
goods that were laid up there, all which he 
took away. However, he had a great del ire j 
to make a more diligent Hatch, and to go far- i 
ther in, even as far as the very bodies of David j 
and Solomon ; where two ol his guards were J 
•lain, by a fame that hard out upon thole that ! 
went in, as the report was. So he was ter- j 
: do v affrighted, and went out, and built a pro- | 
phiatmy i anno meat ot that fright he had been j 
in, and this of white flout, at the mouth of 
the iqudehre, and that at a great c.xpence alia 
And even * Nio.hus his hiftoriographer makes ' 
mention of thi- raonumuit built by Herod, 
though he does, not mention, his going down 
in'o Inc Hpu’.thie, as knowing that action to be 
of ill repute : and many other things he'treats 
i 1 in the fame manner in his hook ; for lie 
wrote in Hctod's life-time, and under his reign, 
and fo ,t« to*]deale him, and as a lervant to 
him, touching upon nothing but what tended I 

‘ , I 

* I: if here we:th our obfervation, .now careful Info ! 
pints was as to tiu tii f".>\cry of truth i.i ] Icrodk hiltorv, 
iau <• is would not follow Nicolaus of Daw aims himfclf, 
to great -.tit Lilion.in, vvlujre there was rcafon to lufpeft 
ih.i.- Lc ilarvet! Ho od ; which knp.utulity in lndory Jo- 


to his glory, and openly excufing many of hi t 
notorious crimes, and very diligently conceal¬ 
ing them. And as he was defirous to put hand- 
lome colours on the death of Mariamne, and 
her Ions, which were barbarous a<ftion» 
in the king, lie tells faliehoods about the 
incontinence of Mariamne, and the tseachcr- 
ca.s dcbgns ol his Ions upon him ; and 
thus he proceeded in his whole work, making 
a pompous encomium upon what juft ac¬ 
tions he had done, but earneftly apologi¬ 
zing for his tin juft ones. Indeed a man. 

|, as l laid, may have a great deal to fry by war 
jj of excufc for Nicolaus ; ior he did not fo pro- 
| pcrly write this as an hiftory for others, ;w 
i! fomewhat that might be fubiervjent to the king 
ji himiell. As for ourfclves, who come of a fa- 
|j mily nearly allied to the Aiamoneau kings, 
and on that account having an honourable 
place, which is the priefthood, we think it in¬ 
decent to lay any thing that is falfe about them, 
and accordingly we have deferihed their addon- 
after an unblcmilhcd and upright manner. And 
although we reverence many of Herod’s pollcri- 
ty, who ilill reign, yet do we pay a greater 
regard to truth than to them, and this though, 
it fometimes happens that we incur their dif- 
pleafure by fo doing. 

2. And indeed Herod's troubles in his fa ¬ 
mily seemed to be augmented, by real on of this 
attempt he made upon David’s lepulchre, whe¬ 
ther divine vengeance increased the calamities 
he lay under, in order to render them incura-. 
hie, or whether ibrtutie made an aflault upon 
him in thole cafes, wherein the feafona bleu els, 
of the cuufe made it llrongly believed that the 
calamities tame upon him for his impiety ; for, 
the tumult was Hke a civil war in his palace, and 
them hatred towards one another was like that 
vVjhere each one ftrove to exceed another in c«- 
khmues. However, Antipater uftd ftratagems 

per-. 

fephui here fokmnly profefles, ami of which Impartiality 
hf- has given n;oie demonflraucms than almoft any hiflori- 
an v/l.omforver: But as to Herod’s taking great wealth 
out. of David’s fepulehre, though I cannot prove it, y .t do, 
f flrcngly fufpeft it irym this wry ir.Aory. 
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perpetually againft his brethren, and that very I 
cunningly: While abroad he loaded them with j 
accufations, but hill took upon him frequently j 
t" apologize for them, that this apparent bene¬ 
volence to them might make hint be believed, 
and forward bis attempts a gain 11 them; by which 
means he, after Various manners, circumvented 
his father, who believed that ;*!! lie did was for ° 
his prdervMlion. Herod alio recommended j 
Ptolemy, who was a great director of tire affairs 
of his kingdom, to Amin iter ; and eotifulted j 
ari'h his mother about the public affairs alio. 
And indeed theie were all in all, and did wliat 
they pleated, and made the king angry again!! 
any other parlous, as they thought it might be 
to their own advantage : but Hill the Ions of j 
Mariamne were in a work: ami woffe condition | 
perpetually ; ami while they were thruII out, j 
and let in a more di(honourable rank, who yet, 
by birth, were the moil noble, they could not 
hear the dillvonour* And for the women, Gla¬ 
phyra, Alexander’s wile, the daughter of Ar- 
Jielaits, hated Salome, both becaufe of her love 
in her huflnml, and becaufe Glaphyra feemed 
! o behave herfelf fomewhat infolcutly towards 
Salome’s daughter, who was the wife of Arillo- 
bulus ; wnich equality of Iter’s to herfelf Gla¬ 
phyra took very impatiently. , 

q. Now befides this fecond contention, that 
had fallen among them, neither did the king’s 
brother Pheroras keep him out of trouble, but 
had a particular foundation for fufpicion and 
hatred ; for he was overcome with the charms 
of his wife, to inch a degree of madneis, that 
he defpifed the king’s daughter, to whom he 
had been betrothed, and wholly bent his mind j 
to the other, who had been but a fervant. 
Herod alfo was grieved by the difnononr that 
was done him, becaufe he had bellowed many 
favours noon him, and had advanced him to 
that height of power, that he was a!moil a | 
partner with him in the kingdom, and, law j 
that he had not made him a due icturn for his 
favours*. and efteemed hirnfelt unhappy on that 
account. So upon Pheroras's unworthy re- 
fufal, lie gave the damlel to Phaiaehis s ion; 
hut •.{* r r bom.’ tii'Oi’ when ho fhouGlt tUC heat 


of Ids brother’s affedlions was over, he blam¬ 
ed him for bis former conduc'd, and dcfuvd 
him to take his fecund daughter, whole name 
was Gr/Vsr. l’tolenn alfo ;ul\lk«! him tp k-.:. - 
oif affronting his brother, and to Ibrfd.e Gy 
wlioir. he had loved; for that it was a bale 
thing to be fo enamoured (fa ioivant as to de¬ 
prive himfelf of the king’s good-will to him, 
and become an otcahon ol his trouble, and 
make himlell hated by him. Pheror.w knew 
that tliis advice would be for his own advan¬ 
tage, particularly becaufe he bad been accuffd 
betore, ami forgiven ; fo he put Ids wife awav, 
although he already had a Ion bv her, and en¬ 
gaged to the king, that he wouid tal his fe- 
cond daughter, and agreed that the thirtieth 
day after fhould be the day of marriage; and 
Iware be would have no farther eonverlatiou 
with her whom he had put away : Hut when the 
thirty days were over, lie was inch a /lave to 
his affcelions, that lie no longt r peiibrmed anv 
thing he had proiniled, Inn c < oat inuoG flill with 
his former wife. This occuiioned Herod to 
grieve openly, and made him angry, while tie. 
king dropped one word, oi other again'! h.Gn - 
ras perpetually; and many made the king's 
anger an opportunity for iailing w:k::r.iii<e 
again ft him. Nor had tlfe king any longer a 
finglc quiet day < r hour: hut ooxffous oi cue 
freih quarrel or auother srofe among his i elu¬ 
tions, and thofe that were dean ft to him ; f •» 
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ibem with Uwr m ’ aU clojths, they | 

ihrcaicaci!, that in' — J o!’ their prelcn* ".Tidy i 
apju!\I,.they iho'.’h bj .• loathed in hirkclotli, 
and c lined io rUieiv tk.it they Ihould not 
He the light oi the fun. THU dories were 
prdentlv carried l>y ivtlomc to the king, who , 
war. troubled to licit them, and endeavoured : 
f,i make lip matters: hut thole luipic’ons af- 
llklad hum, and becoming more and more uu- 
iafy, he believed every body agnail every bo- j 
cly. However, upon his rebuking his ions,; 
and bearing the chil-nm they made lor thern- 
tllves, lie was rl.r lor a while, though a lit¬ 
tle afterward much wode acciden's came upon 
him. 

4. For Pberowm came to Alexander, the 
hufband of C.ilapiiyra, who was the daughter 
of Arebelaus, as we have already told you, and 
ibid, that he had heard from Salome, that He- I 
rod was entmoured of Glaphyra, and that his ! 
pa diem for her was incurable. When Alexan¬ 
der heard that, lie •was all on fire, from his 
youth and p-alfiufy; and he interpreted the i li¬ 
ft in s of Ilerod’s rbitging behaviour to her, 
which were very frequent, lor the worlc, which 
canm from thole hitpieions he had on account 
of that woiol whi« h fell from Pheroras; nor 
mould he conceal his grief at the tiling, hut in¬ 
formed him wf.it words lkherorus had fed. 
Upon whli.h Herod was in a greater diforJ.er 
than ever ; and not bearing fuch a fahe calum¬ 
ny, which was to his flume, was much dif- 
titrhed at it : and often did he lament the wick- 1 
nefs of his dumeftic 5 , and how good he had 
keen to them, and how ill requitals they had 
unde him. So he lent for Pheroras, and re¬ 
proached him, and laid, “ Thou vilefl of ail 
men ! art thou co ne to that unmeafurable and 
cxtr.ivjgant degree of ingratitude, as no 4 only 
to litppole flich things of me, but to {peak of j 
them ? I now in del .1 perceive win' div Litem | 
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tions arc : It is not thy only aitn to reproach 
me, when thou life(l fuch words to mv ion, 
hut thereby to perl mile him to plot .-.gain it urn, 
and get me ddtroyid lay poifon. And who is 
thete, if he had not a good genius at Ids 11- 
benv, as hath my Ion, hut would not hear fuch 
a fufpidon of his father, bur would no cum 
himlcif upon him? Doff thou fupr< fe that 
thou haft only chopped a word for him to 
think of, and trot rathe: halt put a fwoid ini 
his hand to flay his father: And v. Fat dm! 
thou mean, when thou really hatefl both flu ■ 
and his brother, to pretend kindnefs to them, 
only in order to raife a reproach again ft me, 
and talk of Inch things as none bu ft;, h an 
impious vtretell as thru art could cithu dmi’i 
in tucir mind, or declare in their w'-ok. L-_ 

gone, thou that art Inch n plague to thy Hnc- 
facbv, anu if 1 y brother, and may tl at c\ 1! a u- 
fcieiK e of thine go along with tine; while 1 
lli’ll overcome my relations by kin-lk Us, and 
am fo fur from avenging nivfelf t»i them, as 
they deforce, that i hcliew greater benefits uj c a 
j them than they are worthy of.” 

y Thus did the king fpcak. ftV hereupon 
Pheroras, who was caught in the very a Ft. of 
his villany, laid, That “ it was Salome who 
was the framer of this plot, and that the words 
came from her.” But as icon as fhe heard that, 
for flic was at hand, flic cried out, like one that 
would he believed, that no fuch thing ever came 
out of her mouth : that they all earncftly en¬ 
deavoured to make the king hate her, and to 
make her away, bteaufe of the good-will fhc 
bore to Herod, and hecaufe flic was always 
forefecing the dangers that were coining upon 
him, and that at prefent there were more plots 
again ft him than ufual; for while fhe was the 
only perfon who perfuaded her brother to put 
away the wife he now' had, and to take the king’s 
daughter, it was no wonder if fhc were hated 
by him. As fhe fakl this, and often tore her 
hair, and often beat her breaft, her counter 
nance made her denial to he believed, fuit the 
perverfenefs of her manners declared at the fame 
timelier diftimulation in mwie proceedings : But 

Pheroras 
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Pheroras was caught between them, and had | 
nothing plaufible to offer in his own defence, j 
while become fled that he had laid what was i 
charged upon him, but was not believed when j 
he laid he hjul heard it from Salome : So the ; 
confnlion among them was increafevf, and their j 
quarrelfome wo/ds one to another. At lull the 
king, out of his hatred to his brother and lifter, 1 
lent them both away : and when he had com- j 
mended the moderation of his lbn, and that he j 
had himieif told him of the report, he went in ! 
the evening to rcfrclh himfclf. After iuch a 
eonteft as this had fallen out among them, Sa¬ 
lome’s reputation buffered greatly, finec fhe was 
fuppofed to have firft railed the calumny ; and 
the king’s wives were grieved at her, as know- i 
ing Ihe was a very ill-natured woman,and would 
iometimes he a friend, and Ibmetimes an enemy 
at different leaibns: So they perpetually laid 
one thing or other againft her, and fomewhat 
that now fell out made them the bolder in fpcak¬ 
ing againft her. 

6 . There was one Obodns , king of Arabia, 
an inactive and flothful man in his nature ; but 
Syllens managed mod of his affairs to him. 
lie was a Ihrewd man, , although he were but 
young, and was handfome withal. This Syl- 
lcus, upon fome occafion, coming to Herod, 
and flipping with him, law Salome, and let 
his heart upon her ; and underftanding that 
the was a widow*, he difeourfed with her. Now 
-bccaufe Salome was at this time lefs in favour 
with her brother, fire looked upon Sylleus with 
fome paffion,* and was very earned to be mar¬ 
ried to him; and on the days following there 
appeared many, and thofe very great indica¬ 
tions of their agreement together. Now the 
women carried this news to the king, and j 
laughed at the indecency of it ; whereupon j 
Herod enquired about it farther of Pheroras, j 
and defired him to obferve them at fupper, how | 
their behaviour was one toward another ; who j 
-told him, that, by the fignals which came from J 
'their heads and their eyes, they both were evi- | 
■dentlyin love. After this Sylleus the Arabian, 
being fufpedted, went away, but came again 
two or thi-ee months afterwards, as it were on j 


Tat very defign, and fpake to Herod about it, 
a:u! defired that Salome might be given him to 
viT ; for that this affinity might not he diftd- 
\ -ut.igeous to his affairs, by a union with Ara¬ 
bia, the government of which country' was al •• 
itauy in eficcT under his power, and more evi 
T ally would be his hereafter. Ace >ulingi‘v, 
wiicn Ilerod dilcourlcd vvitli his lifter about in 
and a Iked her, whether Ihe were difpofed to 
the match ? ihe immediately agletd to it. flu 
w hen Sylleus was dehred to come over to the 
Jcwfth ienguai, and then he leu ukj marrv her, 
ami that it was impoflihle to do it on anyothcr 
terms, lie would not bear that propulii!, amt 
went his way ; for lie fa id, that If lie il.ruld 
do if), he fhould he Honed by the Arab’.. Then 
did Pheroras reproach Salome for her incctni- 
nency, as did the women much more; and 
ft id, that Sylleus had debauched her. As ft 
that damlel, which the king - had betrothed to 
his brother Pheroras, but he had not taken her, 
as I have before related, became lie was ena¬ 
moured of his former wife, Salome delirod of 
Herod fhe might be given to her foil by Cofto 
harus ; which match he was very willing to, 
but was diffuaded from it by Pheroras, who 
pleaded, that this young man would not be 
kind to her, fincc his father had been fkiin by 
him, and that it was more juft that his ion, 
who was to he his i'uceeftor in the tetrarchy, 
fhould have her: So he begged his pardon, 
and perfuaded him to do fo. Accordingly the 
damf’el, upon this change of her clpoufab, was 
difpofed of to this young man, the foil of 
Pheroras, the king giving for her portion an 
hundred talents. 
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lio'io Herod took up Alexander , and bound him ; 
'whom yet Archetnus , King of Cappadocia , 
reconciled to bis Father Herod again. 

§ I. T"3UT ftill the afla.it s of Herod’s family 
13 were no better, but perpetually more 
troublefome, Now this accident happened, 

7 E which 
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which arofc from no decent occafion, hut pro¬ 
ceeded i<> far ar. to bring great difficulties upon 
him. There were certain nimrii;; which the 
king had, ; rui car .u. count of their beauty was 
very fond of them; and the cere ol hiinging 
him drink was intruded to one of them, oi' 
bringing him his (upper to another, and oi put¬ 
ting him to bed the third, who abb managed the 
principal a Hairs oi the government : and there 
was one add tuc king that thefe eunuchs were 
corrupted l»v Alexander the king’s ion, with 
great iums of money : And when they were 
ailed, whether Alexander had had criminal 
converfilion with them ? they confeiled it, but 
lajd they knew of no farther mitehici of Ins 
againfl bis father; but when they were more 
severely tortured, and were in the utmoll ex¬ 
tremity, and the tormentas. out of compliance 
with Antipater, flretehcJ the rack to the very 
. utmost, they laid, that Alexander hare great 
ill-wiil and innate hatred to his father ; and that 
jic told them, that Herod dcfpaircd to live 
much longer; and that in order to cover his 
great age, he coloured his hair black, and en¬ 
deavoured to conceal what would difeover how 
old he was; hut that if he would apply hhn- 
fdf to him, when lie should attain the king¬ 
dom, which, in ipitc of his father, could come 
to no cue eife, he fhouhl (juirkly have the firfl 
yi,ere in that kingdom under him ; ior tiiat he 
was now wady to take the kingdom, not only 
hit I'iith-iight, hut by the preparations he 
had made for obtaining it, bccauie a great ma¬ 
ny of the rulers, and a great many of his 
friends, wwr oi'Ids lido, and thole no ill men 
ncithci, n a by both to do and to fuller whatto- 
ever 111 on id come on that account. 

Wtt£N Herod heard this eonfelTion, he 
was all over anger and fear, fome parts feeming 
to him reproachful, and fome made him fufpi- 
•cious of dangers that attended him, infomuch, 
that on both accounts he was provoked, and 
bitterly afraid led fome more heavy plot was 
laid againfl him than he fliould be then able to 
efcape from ; whereupon he did not now make 
an open feareh, hut lent about fpies to watch 
fuels as he fufpecled, for he was now over-run. 
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with fufpicion and hatred againfl all about him ; 
and indulging abundance of thole fufpicion.y, 
in order to his prelervation, lie continued to 
iiilpebt thofo that were guiltlefs: nor did ho 
let any hounds to hitnfelf, but fuppofmg that 
thole who llaid with him had the moll power 
to hurt him, they were to him very frightful ; 
and for thoie that did not ufe to come to him, 
it loomed enough to name them [to make them 
lufpccLal] and he thought himfelf lafer when 
they were dellroyed : And at lall his domdlkx 
were come to that pafs, that being no way ie- 
cure of efcaping themfelves, they fell to acett!- 
ing one another, and imagining that lie who 
full acculed another was moll likely to lave 
j hitnielf; yet when any had overthrown others, 
j they were hated, and they were thought to Hi 
fer juftly, who unjuftly accufed others, and 
they only thereby prevented their own aecuia- 
fation ; nay, they now executed their own pri¬ 
vate enmities by this means, and when, they 
were caught, they were punilhed in the fame 
way. Thus thefe men contrived to make ufe 
of this opportunity as an inftrument and a fnare 
againfl. their enemies, yet when they tried it, 
were themfelves caught alfo in the lame fnare 
which they laid for others ; And the king loon 
repented qf what he had done, becauic he had 
no clear evidence of the guilt of thole whom 
he had llain ; and yet what was ftill more fe- 
vere in him, he did not make ufe of his repen¬ 
tance in order to leave off doing the like again, 
but in order to in Hi cl the fame punifhmcnts 
upon their accufers. 

3. And in this Hate of diforder were the 
affairs of the palace: and he had already told 
; many of his friends dire&ly, that they ought 
j not to appear before him, nor come into the 
, palace; and the reafon of this injundlion was, 
j that [when they were there] he had lets frec- 
; dom of acling, or a greater reftraint on him- 
felf on their account : for at- this, time it was 
that he expelled Andromachus and Gemellus, 
men who had of old been his friends, and been 
very ufeful to him in the. affairs of hie king¬ 
dom, and been, of advantage to his family by 

their 
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their ambaflages and counfcls; and had been 
tntors to his Ions, and had in a manner the 
ill'll degree of freedom with him. He expelled 
Andromaehus, hecaufe his ion Demetrius was 
a companion to Alexander ; and Gemellus, be¬ 
cause he knew that he wilhed him well, which 
arole from his .having been with him in his 
youth, when he was at i'chool, and abient at ] 
Rome. Thde he expelled out of his palace, j 
and was willing enough to have done world by j 
them ; but that he might not feem to take inch ii 
liberty againft men of fo great reputation, he ;| 
contented himfelf with depriving them oi’ their i| 
dignity, and of their power to hinder his wick- if 
eu proceedings. 

4. Now it was Antipater who was the 
CHufe of all this ; who, when he knew what j 
a mad and licentious way ol adding his fatherT 
was in, and had been a great while one ol his 
couni’dlors, he hurried him on, and then : 
thought he Ihould bring him to do fomewhat j 
to purpofe, when every one that could oppofe 
him was taken, away. When therefore Andro- 
machus and his friends were driven away, and 
had no difeourfe nor freedom with the king 
any longer, the king, in the firft place, examin¬ 
ed by torture all whom he thought to he faith¬ 
ful to Alexander, whether they knew of any of 
his attempts againft him ; but thel'e died with¬ 
out. having any thing to fay to that matter, 
which made the king more zealous [after dif- 
coverics] when he could not find out what evil 
proceedings he fid peeled them of. As for Anti- 
pater, he was very fagacious to rail'e a calumny 
againft thole that were really innocent, as if 
their denial was only their conftancy and fide¬ 
lity [to Alexander] and thereupon provoked 
Herod to difeover by the torture of great num¬ 
bers what attempts were ftill concealed. Now 
there was a certain perfon among the many 
that were tortured, who faid, that he knew 
that the young man had often faid, that when 
lie was commended as a tall man in his body, 
and a fkilful markftnan, and that in his other 
coyinfendable exeroifes, he exceeded all men ; 
rheie qualifications given him by nature, though 
good in tlicmfelvcs, were not advantageous to 


him, hecaufe his father was giDved at them, 
'and envied him for them : and that when he 
walked along with hfi father, he c;ule;r. otirrd 
to deprds and Ilicncu hiiuielf, that he ndg!. r 
not appear too tail: and tli.u when he {hot at 
any thing;, as he was hunting, when his fathm 
was by, he milled his in.uk on purpolc; for fie 
knew liow ambitions his father was of being 
iupenor in fuch exeryilcs. fin wiicn the man 
was tormented about this faying, and had cafe 
given his body after it, he added, that he had 
his brother Ariftobulus for ids affifiamv, and 
contrived to lay in wiit for their father, as they 
were hunting, ami kill him ; and when they 
had done to, to fly away to Rome, and defire 
to have the kingdom given them. There were 
alio letters of the young man found, Writlety 
to his brother, wherein lie complained, that 
his lather did not ad juflly in giving Anlipatcr 
a country whole [yearly] revenues amounted 
to two hundred talents. Upon thefe conlef- 
fions, Ilerod presently rhongiit he had fome- 
wliat to depend on, in Ids own opinion, as to 
his fufpicion about his Ions : So he took up 
Alexander, and bound him : yet did he full 
continue !o be uncafv, and was not quite lath-- 
fied of the truth of what he had heard : and 
when he came to recoiled himfelf, he found 
that they had only made juvenile complaints 
and contentions ; and that it was an incredible 
thing, that, when Ids Ion Ihould have {lain him, 
he fhould openly go to Rome [to beg the king¬ 
dom] : So lie was defirous to have Ionic thru* 
mark of his foil’s wickcdncls, and was very fe¬ 
licitous about it, that he might not appear to 
have condemned him to be put in piifim too 
raftdv. So lie tortured the winched of Alex- 

j XX 

ander’s friends, and put not a few of thorn 
to death, without getting ar.y of the things 
out of them which lie fiilpedted : And while' 
Herod was very fifty about this matter, and 
the palace was full of terror and trouble, one 
of the younger fort, when he wa , in the 
utrnoft agony, eonielkd, that Alexander haul 
lent to his friends at Rome, and defied that 
he might be quickly invited tbithu by (br¬ 
iar. 
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Tr, ami :lu.T he could discover a plot a- 
gainft him, that MithrjJ.it,•*, rhe king of Par- 
thia, was j. fined in friend Ilf p with his father | 
a gain ft t!w Romans, and that he had a poifon- j 
ous potion ready prepared at Alkelon. : 

5. To ihefe accufations Herod gave credit, 
and enjoyed hereby, in Ids miferahle cafe, fome 
fort of confolation, in excule of his ralhnefs, 
as flattering hitnl’elf with finding things in ib 
bad a condition ; hut as for the poifonous po- I 
tion, which he laboured to find, lie could find j 
none. As for Alexander, he was very deilrous 
to aggravate the vaft misfortunes he was under ; 
fo he pretended not to deny the accufations, but 
punithed the ralhnefs of his father with a great¬ 
er crime of his own ; and perhaps he was wil¬ 
ling to make his father athamed of his eafy 
belief of inch calumnies : Pie aimed especially, 
if he could gain belief to his ftory, to plague 
him, and his whole kingdom : for he wrote j 
four letters, and font them to him, That “ lie 
did not need to torture any more perlbns, for 1 
he had plotted againil him ; and that he had ! 
for his partners Pheroras, and the moll faithful j 
of his friends ; and that Salome came in to him j 
by night, and that fhe lay with him whether | 
he would or no ; ami that all men were come j 
to be of one mind, to make away with him as 
loon as they could, and fo get clear of the con¬ 
tinual fear they were in from him.” Among 
thefe were accufed Ptolemy, and Sapinnius, j 
who were the moft faithful friends to the king. | 
And what more can be faitl, but that thole 
who before were the moft intimate friends, 
were become wild beafts to one another, as if 
a certain, madnefs had fallen upon them, while 
there was no room for defence or refutation, 
in order to the diftovery of the truth, hut all 
were at random doomed to deftrudion ; fo that 
feme lamented thofe that were in prifon, fome 
thofe that were put to death, and others la¬ 
mented that they were in expedation of the 
lame milcries ; and a melancholy folitude 
rendered the kingdom deformed, and quite the 
1 cverfe to that happy ftate it was formerly in. 
Herod’s own life alio was entirely diflurbed ; 
and bccaufc he could truft nobody, he was 
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forely pimirhed by' the expedition of farther 
milery; for he often fancied in his imagination, 
that his fon had fallen upon him, or flood by 
j him with a l'vvord in his hand ; and thus was 
! his tnind night and day intent upon this thing, 
and revolved it over and over, no otherwise 
than if he were under a dillradion. And this 
was the fad condition Herod was now in. 

6. But when Arehelaus, king of Cappado¬ 
cia, heard of the ftate that Herod was in, and 
being in great dill refs about his daughter, and 
the young man [her hulband] and grieving 
witli Herod, as with a man that was his friend, 
on account of fo great a difturbance as lie was 
under, became [to Jerufalem] on purpoic to 
compofe their differences.: And when he found 
Herod in Inch a temper, he thought it wholly 
unfeafonablc to reprove him, or to pretend that 
he had done any thing raftdy, for that he fhould 
thereby naturally bring him to dilpnte the point 
with him, and by Hill more and rvnv apolo¬ 
gizing for himfclf to be the more in’.rated, he 
he went therefore another way to work, in 
order to correct the former misfortunes, and 
appeared angry at the young man, and laid, 
that Herod had been fo very mild a man, 
that he had not aded a rafh part at all. He 
alio laid, he would dilfolve his daughter's mar¬ 
riage with Alexander, nor could in juftice 
fpare his own daughter, if Ihe were confcious 
of any thing, and did not inform Herod of 
it. When Arehelaus appeared to be of this 
temper, and otherwile than Herod expeded 
or imagined, and, for the main, took Herod’s 
part, and was angry on his account, the king 
abated of hisharfhnels, and took occalion, from 
his appearing to have aded juftly hitherto, 
to come by degrees to put on the affedion 
of a father, and was on both Tides to be pi¬ 
tied ; for when fome perlbns refuted the ca¬ 
lumnies that were laid on. the young man, he 
was thrown into a paffion \ but when Arche- 
laus joined in the accufaticn, he was diflblved 
into tears and farrow, after an alfedionate man¬ 
ner. Accordingly he delired, that he would not 
diffolve his fon s marriage, and became not fo 

angry 
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angry as before for his offences. So when 
Afehehus had brought him to a more mo¬ 
derate temper, he transferred the calumnies 
upon his friends ; anti fan!, it ipull be ow¬ 
ing to them, that fo young a man, and one 
unacquainted with malice, was corrupted ; 
and he fuppofed, that there was more re.ifon 
to fufpeft the brother than the fon. ITpon 
which, Herod w^§ very much difpleafed at 
Phcroras, who indeed had now no one that 
could make a reconciliation between him 
and his brother. S_> when lie law tT.it Ar¬ 
ch el aus had the greatell power with Herod, 
he betook himlelt to him, in the habit of 
a mourner, and like one that had all the 
figns upon him of an undone man. Up¬ 
on tliis, Arche!ans Hid not. overlook the in- 
tcredhon he made to liim, nor yet did he 
undertake to change the king’s dilpolitirm n- 
wirds him immediately; and belaid, that it 
was better for him to come hitnlelf to llte 
king, and confels hinalelf the occaiton of ail, 
that this would make the king’s anger not to 
be fo extravagant towards him, and tiiat then 
lie would he pvefent to affift him. Wh.cn 
tie had perfuaded him to this, he gained his 
point with both of them ; and the calumnies 
railed againft the young man were, beyond 
all expectation, wiped oil'. And Arehelaus, as 
foon as he had made the reconciliation, went, 
then away to Cappadocia, having proved, at 
this juncture of time, the moil acceptable per- 
fon to Herod in the world ; on which account 
he gave him the inched pretents, as tokens of 
his refpctls to him, and being on other octil¬ 
lions magnanimous, he eilcemed him one of 
his dearest friends. He alio made an agree¬ 
ment with him, that he would go to Rome, 
becaufc he had written to Cseldr about thefc 
affairs : So they went together as far as An¬ 
tioch, and there Herod made a reconciliation 
between Arehelaus and Titus, the preiident 
of Syria, who had been greatly at variance; 
and fo returned back to Judea, 
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Concerning the Revolt of she Tr.i, bvitcf : How 
SyUetu iKcujvd IJrro,/ {"fore Cttfir; n” / / :jo~v 
/neul, when (hr far Wof <>>’> 
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arofe between him and the Ar 
ore.limn following : Tie- inhabiv.o'.s of Tra- 
c.iiomt: g alier Cielaf hid !o.k,n the country 
a wav J.otn Xcnodorus, an 1 .ulded it to iieiod, 
had U'| tints? power to nd, but were forced to 
plough ti e hind, and to live quieHv, whii h 
war. a tiling Him did not like: and when rimy 
did take that gains, the ground eiu not pro¬ 
duce mud: lruit. for them. I lowev-r, at tire 
iirll the king would not permit them to rob, 
and In they abltaimd bom that unjult way 
of living upon their mighbonw, which pro- 
curtd Herod a great leputation for bisque : 
But when he was failing to Rome, if was at 
that time when he went to accule his fon 
Alexander, and to commit Antipater to (bidbrb 
protection, the Traehonites fpread a report as 
if lie were dead, and revolted from hi: domin¬ 
ion, and betook themielvcs again to their-,- 
ciillomed way of robbing their neighbours ; at 
which time the king’s command':s ftbdued 
them during h]< abfenee ; h.e about forty of the 
principal v Others, being r litiod by thofe that 
had been tor n, hit t!:c country, and retired 
into Arabia, by liens cm. Maim ng them, alier 
he had mill'd of mwiyh.g S iome, and gave 
them a plum <>f ftrcngdi, in which they dux.!'. 
So they over-mu not on! v Judea, hut all Celt - 
lyria alfo, and carried oil’the pive, while SyJ- 
Icus afforded them places of protection ;md 
quietnefs during their w i ked pradkn s. Iki" 
wlien Herod came hack front Rome, he per¬ 
ceived that his dominions had greatly differed 
by them, and fine© he t-pild not teach the 
robbers tbeinfelvcy hceaulc of the 1 ecu re re¬ 
treat they bail in that country, and which the 
Arabians government afforded them, and yxt. 

being 
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being '>o*rv u;iv xCy af the injuries they had |i bv the permHfion of Saturni.nus and Volume,i- 
done hi.n, he went all over Tr.n-honitis, and irg executed the judgment himfelf upon thole 
Hew their relation:; ; whereupon thole robbers that were refractory. He took an army that lie 
were more .ngry than bciore, it being a law 1 had, and let! it into Arabia, and in three day:', 
among them to he avenged on the murderers ! time marched feven manJions ; and when lit* 
of their relations by all poflible means ; lo they | came to the gnrriion wherein the robbers were, 
continued to tear and rend everv thing under ! lie made an aiTault upon them, and took them ah, 
He rod’s dominion with impunity: Then did j| and demoliihed the place, which' was called/w,7y> 


lie dilcourfe about llide robberies to Saturninus 
and Volumnius, and required that thev lhould 
be punilheJ; upon which occilion they Hill 
tiie more confirmed thcmielves in their robber¬ 
ies, and became more numerous, and made 
very great dlftuibanccs, laying wailc the coun¬ 
tries ami villages that belonged to Herod’s 
kingdom, and killing thole-men whom they 
caught, till lliele unjuft proceedings came to 
he like a teal war, for the robb v is were now 
become about a thoufand. At which Herod 
was lore d.lpleaicd, and required the robbers, 
as well as the money which he had lent Oho- ; 
das, by by feus, which was fusty talents, and j 
bare the time oi payment was now part, he 
delircd to have it paid him ; but Sylleus, who ! 
had laid Obodas ahde, and managed all by 
himfelf, denied that the jobbers wore in Ara¬ 
bia, and put off the payment of the money ; 
about which there was an hearing before * Sa¬ 
turn’, mis and Volunmius, who were then the 
preiidcnts of Syria. At lull lie, by their means, 
agreed, that within tliiity days time Herod 
lhould be paid his money, and that each of them 
lhould deliver up the others fubje&s reciprocal¬ 
ly. Now as to Herod, there was not one of 
the other lubjedts found in his kingdom, either 
a ; doing any injurtiee, or on any otheracalunf; 
but it was proved that the Arabians had the rob¬ 
bers amongfl tlrcm. 

2. When this day appointed for payment 
of the money was pall, without Syllcus per¬ 
forming any part of his agreement, and he 
was gone to Rome, Herod demanded the pay¬ 
ment oi the money, and that the robbers that 
were in Arabia*lliould be delivered up; and, 

* Tinge joint pr< fidents of Syria, .Scw-ur-ninus and Vo- 
Hunnhis, were not perhaps of equal authority, hut the 
lattci Id.c a proce.ntor under the former, as the wry 


| /u, but did no harm to any'others ; but as the, 
| Arabians came to their aflillance, under Naeeh 
j their captain, there enfued a battle, whcie’m r 
few of Herod’s foldiers, and Naeeb, the cap¬ 
tain of the Arabians, and about twenty of Ida 
! foltliers fell, while the reft betook thcmlelvcj 
to flight. So when he had brought thefe to 
| puniihment, he placed three thoufand leu me¬ 
ans in Trachonitis, and thereby rellrained the 
robbers that were there. He alfo lent an ac 
count to the captains that were about Phenol,:, 

1 and demonltrated that he had done nothing 
hut what he ought to do, in punifliing the re • 
fradlory Arabians ; wliieh, upon an cxaril en¬ 
quiry, they found to be no more than wind 
was true.. 

g. However, meflengers were hafted a- 
way to Sylleus to Rome, and informed him. 
what had been done, and, as is ulna], aggrava¬ 
ted every thing. Now Sylleus had already in- 
iinuated himlelf into the knowledge of Ctefue 
and was then about the palace: and as foon a ; 
he heard of thefe things, he changed his habit 
into black, and went in, and told Cwfar, That 
“ Arabia was a Oil idled with war, and that ail 
his kingdom was in great confufion, upon He¬ 
rod’s laying it wafte with his army.; and he 
Paid, with tears in his eyes, that two thoufand 
hve hundred c>f the principal men among the 
Arabians had been deftroyed, and tit at their 
captain Nacebus, his familiar friend and kinf- 
man, was llain ; and that the riches that were 
at Raepfa were carried oft'; and that Obodas 
was defpifed, whole infirm ftate of body render¬ 
ed him unlit for war; on which, account, nei¬ 
ther 

it 

learned Nous and Pagi, and with them Dr Iludtbn, de¬ 
termine.. 
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thcr he, nor the Arabian army were prelent.” 
When Sylleus laid in, ami added invidioully, 
Tint “ he would not himfclf have come out of 
tlie country, unlcls he had believed that (briar 
would have provide i tint they Humid all have 
peace one with another, and that, had he been 
there, he. would have taken care that the war 
ihould not have been to Herod’s advantage,” | 
fadin' was provided when this was laid ; and 
allied no more thin this one quellion, both of 
Herod’s friends that were there,* and of his; 
own friend;- who were come from Syria, ! 
u Whether Herod had led an army thither?” j 
And when they were forced to confels fo much, i 
vldlvr, witlioul Raying toliearfor what reaion I 
he did it, and how it was done, grew very | 
angry, and wrote to Herod lliarply. The fum j 
..f his epiftle was this: Tliat “ whereas of old 
he had tiled him as Ids friend, he ihould now 
me him as his fuhjeH.” Syllcus alio wrote an 
; count of this to the Arabians ; who were fo 
Jev-ticd with it, that they neither delivered up 
4, 0 wHhcrs that had (led to them, nor payed 

• ; u - money-that was clue: they retained thole 
will arcs alio which they had lured, and kept . 

• hem without paying their rent, soul ad tins 
hecaufe the king of tlie Jews was now in a low j 
. audition, by rejibn of C.v fir’s anger at him. j 
Thole of Trachonhis alio made ule of tins op¬ 
portunity, and roie v;p againll the Idumean 

- u-riion,’ and followed the fame way of rob- 
b,n- T with the Arabians, who had pillaged then 
country, and were more rigid m then uujult 
proceedings, not only in order to get b} it, but 
by way of revenge alfo. 

y 4. Now Herod was forced to bear all tins, J 
that confidence of his being quite gone with 
which C:Har’s favour ufed to inipire him; lor 
(hefar would not admit fo much as an atnbaf- 
fige from him, to make an apology lor him : j 
ami when they came again, he lent them away 
without fuccefs: So he was cad into ladncls 
and fear ; and Syilens’s circumftances grieved 


* is Ar< t is was now become fo eftubhtbeJ a 11 ir *u. 
fsr tin'kings of Arabia [at Petra, and Dannicus] that 
v.kssi the ciown came to tins Eneas, he vmyd lm 


him exceedingly, who was now Relieved hv 
(lajl.tr, and was- preient at limn-.:, 11 < v, lomc* 
times aipiring higher. New. it tame t<‘ p.ds 
that Obodas was tlead ; and hue.is, whoie name 
was altcrward changed to 1 Aid.eg took the 
.government; for Svlleus endea\ourcd hv 1 
lumnies to get him turned out oi In,, principa¬ 
lity, that lie might himic-ll take it ; w'ith winch 
dciign he gave much money to the* courtiers, 
and proiniled much money to Hnbar, who in¬ 
deed was angry that Arctas liad not lent to him 
iirll before lie took the kingdom ; vet did lineal 
lend an cj>iHie, and preients toRHdr, and a 
golden crown, oi the weight oi many talents 
Now that cpilUc aceuied Sylleus as having been 
a wicked iervant, and having kilim! Obodas by 
poifon ; and that, while he was alive, he had 
governed him as ho pleated ; and had alio de¬ 
bauched (lie wives or the Arabians ; and had 
borrowed money, in order to obtain the domin¬ 
ion for himielf; yet did net (briargive Jued to 
thele aceufations, but lent his amhailadors back, 
without receiving any oi his preients : but in 
the meantime the affairs oi Judea and Arabia 
become worfe and wotie, partly becaufe of the 
anarelty they \-\ •era under, and partly beeaiii; 
as bad as tlicy were, nobodv b ui pa over to g o¬ 
vern them; for cl the two king-., the- one was 
not vet confirmed in his hingeo-m, and So had 
not authority fnfiicieni to n drain the evil¬ 
doers ; and as for Herod, (briar was uvum-di- 
ately angry at him, for having avenged h’un- 
fclf; and io he Was compelled to hear all the 
injuries that were ollered him. At length, 
when he law no cut! of the mil-chief which 
unrounded him, lie rclolved to lend arnbaik.- 
dors to Rome again, to ice whether bis iiknd-. 
had prevailed to mitigate (briar, ami to ad.A' 1 
ihemfelves to Cadur himielf : and toe .a.k;,!~ 
iador lie lent thithti was Niuotaus oi Ikim.u-- 
cus. 

C 11 A P. 
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Ho zv Kuryclci fa fly actufd II rod's Rons ; and 
ho tv their Father bound them, and wrote to 
Cufar about tl. cm. OfSy!lcit\ ; an Jhow he 
was irctfd by Nhvlaus. 

§ l. dilerders about lie rod \ family 

Jp ?oil chddreri about trm time grew 
much worfe; for it now appeared certain, nor 
was it unibrefeeri before-hand, that fortune 
threatened the greafell and moll unfupportable 
nustortum,*, poilible to his kingdom. Its pro- 
grefs and augmentation at tins time arofe on 
the ocea'ion following: One butyclcy a La¬ 
cedemonian (.1 perinn of note there, but a man 
of a pervcife mind, and id cunning in his ways 
of vohiptuoufnelh and battery, as to indulge 
both, and yit Lem to indulge neither of them) 
came in hL travef to Ilcrod, and made him 
prelents, hut io that He received more prelents 
from him. He aifo took fuch proper feafoas 
for infmuiting himfelf into his friendihip, that 
he became one of the 1110ft intimate of the 
king's friends. lie had his lodging in Antipa¬ 
ter’s houfe ; hut lie had not only needs, hut 
free convcrfation with Alexander, as pretend¬ 
ing to him that he was in great favour with 
Areheluis, the king of Cappadoci t ; whence 
he pt-tended much refpedt to (dlaphyra, and, 
in an ouulr mannir, cultivated a friendftftp 
witli til, n ail, but ahvavs amending to what 
xv.\ s laid and u m> 
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was tolerable, fince his father was already come 
to hate them; and he added, that he would 
neither admit them to his table, nor to his con- 
verfation. Such were the complaints, as was 
but natural, of Alexander about the things that 
tumbled him: and thefe difeourfes bury cl cs , 
carried to Antipatcr; and told him, he did not 
infeum him of this on his own a'ecount, but that 

' 1 

being overcome by his kindKH, the great im * 
poiUnec of the thing obliged him to do it • 
and he warned him to have a care of Alexan¬ 
der; for that what he laid was fpoktn wit!: 
vehemency, and that, in confcqucnce of v. lint 
he faid, he would certainly kill him with 1 1, 
own hand. Whereupon Antipatcr, tl inkiy 
him to be hb fiicnd by this advice, gave him 
prefents upon all occaiions, and at length jxr 
luaded him to inform Herod of vdznt he had 
heaid. 80 when he related to the king Alex¬ 
ander’s ill temper, as difeovered by t!:e word' 
he had heard him (peak, he was eafly believed 
by him, and he thereby brought the king to that 
pals, turning him about by his words, and ir¬ 
ritating him, till Ite incrcricdhisbr.ned to him, 
and made him implacable,* which he fhewed 
at that very time, for he immediately gate 
bury cl es a prclent of fifty talents ; who, when 
he had gotten them, went to ArehcJaos, king, 
of Cappadocia, and commended Alexander he- 
lore him, and told him that he had been many 
ways of advantage to him, in making a recon¬ 
ciliation between 1 dm and his father. So !*0 
got money from him alio, and v. cr: away, be¬ 
fore his pernicious rradtices were found opt : 
but when Kurycles was returned to Lacede- 
mon, he did not leave off doing mill hid', end 
for his many acts of injuftiee, he was ba- 
nilhed from his own country. 

2 Bu r as for the king of the Jews, he was 
net now in the temper he was in formesly to¬ 
wn ds Alexander and Aiiftobulus, when he 
had been content with the hearing their ca¬ 
lumnies when othezs told him.of them ; but he 
was now come "to tint: .pals, art to hate them 
himfelf, and to urge men to (peak again ft fhern, 
though theytdid not do it of thcmfelves. He 

alfo 
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alfo obfervcd all that was faid, and put quef- i' 
tions, ami gave ear to every one that would 
but fpeak, if they could hut fay any thing a- 
gainft them, till at length he heard that Euara- 
tus of Cos was a confpirator with Alexander ; 
which thing to Herod was the moll agreeable 
and ivveeteft news imaginable. 

3. But Hill a*greater misfortune came upon 
the y^'uigTTTWk^^lt’hile the calumnies againft 
them were continually incrcafed, and, as a 
man may fay, one would think it was every 
one’s endeavour to lay fome grievous thing to 
their charge, which might appear to be for the 
king’s prefervation. There were two guards 
of Herod’s body, who were in great efteem for 
their ftrength and talnefs, Jucundus and Ty- 
rannus; thefc men had been call off by Herod, 
who was difplealed at them ; thole, now uled 
to ride along with Alexander, and for their 
ilcill in their exerciles were in great efteem with 
him, and had fome gold and other gifts bellow¬ 
ed on them. Now the king having an im¬ 
mediate fufpicion of thefe men, had them tor¬ 
tured ; wh o.en dured the torture courageoully 
for a long time, but at laid confeffed, that Al¬ 
exander would have perfuaded them to kill 
Herod, when he was in purfuit of the wild 
hearts; that it might be faid he fell from his 
horfe, and was run through with his own 
fpear, for that he had once fuch a misfortune 
formerly. They alfo fhewed where there was 
money hidden in the liable underground ; and 
thefe convided the king’s chief hunter, that he 
had given the young men the royal hunting 
fpears and weapons to Alexander’s dependants, 
at Alexander’s command. 

4. After thefe the commander of the gar- 
nfon of Alcxandrium was caught and tortured ; 
for he was acculed to have promifed to receive 
the young men into his fortreis, and to fupply 
them with that money oi the king which was 
laid up in that fortrefs, yet did not he acknow¬ 
ledge any thing of it himfeif; but his Ion came 
in, and faid, it was fo, and delivered up the 
writing, which, fo far as could be gueifed, was 
in Alexander’s hand Its contents were thefe : 

“ When we have hai.ih.ed, by Ood s help, all 
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that we have propofed to do, we will come to 
you; hut do your endeavoius, as you have 
promifed, to receive us into your fortrefs.” 
Alter this writing was produced, I T rod had 
no doubt about the treacherous <!-. iigns. of his 
ions againft him. But Alex m-icr ffid, that 
Diophantus the fetibe had unitated this hand, 
anti that the paper was maliciouily drawn up 
by Antipater ; for I’innh '.ntus appeared to be 
very cunning in fudi practices; and as in'was 
afterward convicted of forging c'thei papers, he 
was put to death for it. 

5. 80 the king produced thofethar had been 
tortured, before the multitude at lcricho, in 
order to have them accnf; the young men; 
which accuiers many of the people Honed to 
death : and when they were' going to kill Al¬ 
exander and Ariftobulus likewife, the king 
would not permit them to do fo, but reflrained 
the multitude, by the means of Ptolemy and 
Pheroras. However, the young mui were 
put under a guard, and kept in cuftody, that 
nobody might come at them ; and all that they 
did or laid was watched ; and the reproach and 
fear they were in was little or nothing differ¬ 
ent from thofc of condemned criminals : and 
one of them, who was Ariftobulus, was lb 
deeply affedted, that he brought Salome, who 
was his aunt, and his mother-in-law, to la¬ 
ment with him for his calamities, and to hate 
him who had luffered things to come to that 
pafs ; when he faid to her, “Art not thou in 
danger of deftnnftion alfo, while the report 
goes that thou hadll difelofed before-haml ail 
our affairs to Sylleus, when thou wall in hopes 
of being married him to?” But fhc imme¬ 
diately carried thofe words to her brother: 
PIpon this he was out of patience, and gave 
command to bind him ; and enjoined them 
both, now they were kept feparate one from 
the other, to write down the ill things they 
had done againft their father, and bring the wri¬ 
tings to him. So when this was enjoined them, 
they wrote this, that they had laid no treach¬ 
erous deig ns, nor fnade any preparations a- 
gainll their father; but that they had intended to 
7 G fly 
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F:y way - ; a r; :1 that, by the diilrds they were thou k no we ft of, but this only, that we had re¬ 
in, their lives being now uncertain and tedious iblvcil to retire to Archclaus, and from thence 
L ° _ to Rome.” Which flic alfo confeffed. Upon 

6 . A not; r this time there c.uni an ambaffa- which, Herod, fuppofing that Arckelaus’s ill - 
dor out of Cappadocia from Archclaus, whole will to him was fully proved, font a letter by 
name was Mr/at - lie was one of the principal j Olympus and Volumnius, and bid them ;• 
rulers under him. So Herod belli”; delirous to they failed by, to touch at Elcula of CiP 
fhew Archelaus’s ill-will to him, called .for and give Archclaus the letter. ' And that 
Alexander, as he was in his bonds, and allied they had cxpollulatcd with,.bun 1 Aw 


htm again concerning his flight, whither and 
how they had refolved to rdhe ? Alexander re¬ 
plied, “ To Archclaus, who had pro mi fed to 
fend them away to Rome; but that they had 
no wicked nor tnilchtevcms deftgn.s againlt their 
father, and tint nothing of that nature which 
their advcilarica laid charged upon them was 
true ; and that their delire was, that lie might 
have examined Tyrannus and picuiulus more 
ftriclly, Imt that they had been fuddenly lla’n 
by the means oi Antipater, who put liis own 
t)lends among the multitude [for that pur¬ 
pose. j 

7. \\ nthis was laid, Herod commanded 
that both Alexander and Nlelas fhould he car¬ 
ried to Glaphyra, Arcltelans’s daughter, and 
that file Humid be alked, whether fhc did not 
know lbmcwliat of Alexander’s treacherous-de- 
figns againft Herod ? Now as foon as they 
were come to her, and ftie law Alexander in 
bond 1 -', ftie beat her head, and in a great con- 
in rnation gave a deep and a moving groan. 
The young man-alfo fell into tears. This was 
f<> miferablc a fpcdacle to thole prefent, that, 
for a great while, they woe not aide to f,y or 
t-> do any thing ; hut at length Ptolemy, who 
was ordeicd to bring Alexander, hid himday, 
whether liis wife were confcious of his actions ? 
He replied, “ How is it poftible that the, whom 
1 love better than my.own foul*’and by whom 
i have had children, fhould not know what 1 
do ?” Upon which lire cried out. That, “fhc 
knew of no wicked doftgns of his; but that 
yet, if her accufing hcrfclf falfely would tend 
to his prelervation, Ihe would confcfs it all.” 
Alexander replied, “There is no fuch wicked- 
nefs as thofe (who ought the leaft of all fo to 
do) fufped, which either I have imagined, or 


an hand in his foil’s treacherous dc r 
him, they lliould from tiicncc fail 
and that, in cafe they found Nic ,.:d 

gained any ground, and that CxTir nc > 
longer difpleafed at him, he fhould g.cc lum 
liis letters, and the proofs which he had ready 
fo fhew againft the young men. As to An.be- 
iaus, he made this defence for himfelf, That 
“he had promifed to receive the young men. 
bccaufc it was both lyr their own and their A- 
ihcr’s advantage fo to do, left fome too levere 
procedure fhould he gone upon in that angci 
and difordcr they were in on occafion (J'the 
prefent fufpicions; but that full he had not 
promifed to feud them to Cacfar: and that he 
had not promifed any thing clfe to the young- 
men that could fliew any ill-will to him.” 

S. When thefe ambaftadors were come to 
Rome, they had a fit opportunity of deliver¬ 
ing their letters to Caffar: bccaufc they foam! 
him reconciled, to Herod ; for the circumllances 
of Nicolaus’s amballage had been as follows ; 
As foon as lie was come to Rome, and was a- 
hout the .court, he did not firft of all fet about 
what^ lie was come for only, hut lie thought 
lit alfo to accufe SyIleus. Now the Arabians, 
even before he came to talk with^hern, we; n 
quarrelling one with another; and fome of 
tnem left .Sylleus s party, and joining them- 
felves to Nicolaus, informed lain of all tho 
wicked things that had been done : and produ¬ 
ced to him evident. demonftrations of the 
daughter of a great number of ObodasT friends 
by Sylleus; for when thefe men left Syl- 
Jeus, they had carried off with them thofe let¬ 
ters whereby they could convid him. fflhcn 
Nicolaus faw l'uch an opportunity afforded him, 
he made ufc of it, in order to gain his own 

point 
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point afterward, and endeavoured immediately' had fworn at Beryl us, ■’ by thy fortune, that* 
to make a reconciliation between Cnefar and he would certainly 7 pay Use money within 
Herod; for he was fully iatisfied, that if he thhty bays, and delftor up the lugitrie:> the: 
fhould defiro to make a defence for Herod were under his dominion. And that, when 
directly, he fhould not he allowed that liberty; 1 Svlleus had performed nothin:; of this, H tip cl 
hut that, if he cleared to accufe Sylieus, there 1 came again he!ore tiie prefuk-us; and upon 
would an occaiicm prclcnt illelf of fpeaking i their pcrmiffion to make a lei/me’ loi hie 
on Herod’s behalf. So when the caufe was | money, he, with dillicnlty, went out of hi-. 

■ xad'T" 4 m 1 i 1 1”Tt"'nfcyi*, and the day was appoint- Jj country with a party o! lolhicrs for that jmi 
ed, Nicolaus, while Aretas’s atnbaifadors were j| pole. And this is all the war which theie men 
prelent, acoufcd Syllens, and laid, 'l’hat “ he jl fo tragically deferihed ; and this i.-. the affair ol 
imputed to him the detfrudion of the king [O- | the expedition into Aiahia. And hov can this 
bndasj and of many others of the Aiahia ns : i he called a war? when thv prelideuts nertnil- 
: hat he had borrowed money for no good dc- , ted it ; t tic covenants allowed it; and it wa: 
hgn : and he proved that he had been guilt)' - of not executed till thy name, (J (Alar, ;e v. All 
adultery, not only with the Atabian, hut Ro- : as that of the other gods, lud been j.ioianed. 
man women alio.” And he added, That \ And now I mull Apeak in order about the cap- 
“ above all the reil he had alienated (Alar lives. There were robbers that dwelt in Tui- 
iroia I ieroJ ; and that all that lie had Jen! a- chomlis : at jirfl their number was no ire re 
omit the ad ions ot Herod were fallmcs.” ' than iortv, but they became more afterwards. 
When Nicolaus was come to this topic k, C.e- j and 11 icy efcapcd the puniihinent I food would 
ur fh.-pped him from going on; and cleiircd have mtlibled on them, by making Arabia their 
iiim only to ipeak to this ali.iir of Herod ; refuge. Syllens received them, and fupported 
and to fiie^B^at “ he had not let! an anny in- them with food, that tilery ought be milehio 
io Arabia, nor Alain two thouian ! rive hundred j vous to all mankind, ami gave them a country 

to inhabit, and himtelf received the gains they 
I made by robbery ; yet did he piou.iic that he 
j would deliver up theie men, and that by the 
| fame oaths, and by the fame time on; be iwarc 
1 and lined for payment ef hi.- debt : nor can he: 
by any means fhew, that any other pelions 
have at this, time been taken out of Arabia he¬ 
ft dec, tliclc; and indeed, not all thole neither., 
but only lo many as could not enticed them- 
lclvcs. And thus does the laftmny of the 
captives, winch hath been m odumlly repie- 
fetitcd, appear to be no better than a iiahm 
be lawful to make a feizure out of any p,nt of and a lye made mi pur: He to provoke tk> in- 
his country. As for the pretended army, he dignalion ; for I venture to aiiirm, tied, wm.o 
faid, it was no army, but a party feat out to l| the forces of the Arabian;, came upon : ;, and 
require the juft payment of the money : that jj one or two of Herod s pany Til, he then only 
this was not fent immediately, nor fo loon as defended himlelf ; and there fed Nacebus their 
the "bond allowed; but that Syllens had fre- jj general, and, in all, about twenty-litc others, 
quently come before Saturninus, and Volunmi- 
wb^ihe preridents of Syria ; and that at laft he 

* This oath, by the fortune of Ciefar, was put to Poly* 

C.irp, biOiop of Smyrna, by the Roman governor, to try 


and no more; whence Syllens, by multiply¬ 
ing; 

V ' 

, whether hr were a Chrifiian as they v.ne then cflet n,r(i. 
1 who refuted to iVe.it that oath. M.myi Pobciop, $.i>- 


nen there, nor taken priloners, nor pulaged- 
he country.” r i’o which Nicolaus made this 
rmfwer, “ I ihali principally demonftratc, that, 
cither nothing at all, or but a very little ol 
thofe imputations arc true, of which'thou haft 
been informed ; for had they been true, thou 
mighteft juftly have been ftill more angry at 
Herod.” At this ft range aftertion (Alar was 
very attentive ; and N'colaus laid, 1 hat' t tlierc 
was a debt due to Ilerod of rive hundred 
talents, m a bond, wherein it was written, 
that if the time appointed be elapfed, it llmuid 
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•ing every Tingle foldier to an hundred, he ' 
reckons the Haiti to have been two thoufand ; 
five hundred.” 

7. Tins provoked Cxfar more than ever : 
So he turped to Sylleus full of rage, and afkcd 
him, how many of the Arabians were llain ? 
Hereupon he hefitated, and faid, he had been 
impofed upon. The covenants alfo were read 
about the money he had borrowed, and the let¬ 
ters of the prelidents of Syria, and the com¬ 
plaints of the fcveral cities, to many as had 
been injured by the robbers. The conclufion 
was this, that Sylleus was condemned to die, 
and that Csefar was reconciled to Herod, and 
owed his repentance for what fevere things he 
had written to him, occafioned by calumny, 
infomuch, that he told Sylleus, that he had 
compelled him, by his lyin; account of things, 
to be guilty of ingratitude againft a man that 
was his friend. At the laft all came to this, 
Sylleus was lent away to anfwcr Herod’s fuit, 
and to repay the debt that he owed, and after 
that to be punifhed [with death] : But Bill Cte- 
far was offended with Aretas, that he had ta¬ 
ken upon himfelf tire government without his 
confcnt fird obtained, for he had determined- 
to beftow Arabia upon Herod ; but that the 
letters he had fent hindered him from fo do¬ 
ing ; for Olympus and Volumnius, perceiving 
that Ceefar was now become favourable to He¬ 
rod, thought fit immediately to deliver him 
the letters thev were commanded by Herod to 
give him concert ing ins Ion-. When Cndar 
had read them, he thought it would not he 
proper to add another government to him, now 
he was old, and in an ill date with relation to 
his forks: fo he admitted Aretas’s ambaffadors ; 
and alter he had jud reproved him for his 
rafhncl's, in not tarrying till he received the 
kingdom from him, he accepted of- his pre- 
fents, and conformed him in his government. 

‘ "Whs; Jafcnfous relates Auguftua fo Lave here faid, 
that I-eryuis a city i longing to the Romans, is confirm¬ 
ed bv Npanhcim’s notes here. It was, fays he, a roiotiy 
placed there by Augakus. Whence Ulpian, De caf hi. 
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C H A P. XI. 

Ho'W Herod , by Permijfon from Cafar , accufe . 
bis Softs before an Afcnibly of fudges at Be 
rytus ; and what Tcro fujfercd for ufing 
bonndlefs and military Liberty of Speed 
Concerning alfo the Death of the 'young Met 
and their Burial at Alcxandrium . 

V 

§ r. PO Ca:far was now reconciled to Herod 
k3 and wrote thus to him, That “ he wi 
grieved for him on account of his Tons ; an 
that in cafe they had been guilty of any pro¬ 
fane and infolent crimes againd him, it would 
behove him to punifh them as parricides, for 
which he gave him power accordingly ; but ii 
they had only contrived to fly away, he would 
I have him give them an admonition, and not 
proceed to extremity with them. He alfo ad~ 
vifed him to get an affembly together, and to 
appoint foine place near * Berytus, which is 
; a city belonging to the Romans, and to take 
the prelidents of Syria, and Archelaus, king of 
Cappadocia, and as many more as lie thought 
to be illuflrious, for their fricudfhip to him, 
and the dignities they were in, and determine 
what fhould be done by their approbation.” 
Thefe were the directions that Cad’ar gave him. 
Accordingly Herod, when the letter was brought 
to him, was immediately very glad of Caffar’s 
reconciliation to him, and very glad alfo that 
he had a complete authority given him over 
his fons. And it ffrangely came about, that 
whereas before, in his adverfity, though he 
had indeed fhewn himfelf fevere, yet had he 
not been very rath, nor hafty in preguring the 
deflrudion of his fons, he now, in rus profpe- 
rity, took advantage of this change for the bet¬ 
ter, and the freedom he now had, to cxercife 
his hatred againft them after an unheard of 
manner ; he therefore fent and called as many 

as 

L. T. XV. The colony of Berytus was rendered famous ly 
the be v efts of Cejas : And thence it is that, among the 
coins of Auguftus, we meet with fome having tk.k 
feription, The happy colony of Augufus at Berytus.” 




as he thought fit to this aflen>b!y, excepting 
Afchsiaus ; for as for him, he either hated him, 
fo that he would not invite him, or he thought 
he would be an obftacle to his deligns. 

2. WxiliN the prefidents, and the reft that 
belonged to the citjcs, were come to Berytus, 
he kept Ills fons in a certain village belonsriiur 
^ to Sidon, called Platana, hut near to this city, 

he might produce them, 
for he did not think lit to bring them before 
the alfemhly: and when there were one hundred 
and fifty alfelfors prelent, Herod came by him- 
felf alone, and accufed his fons ; and that in 
1'uch a way, as if it were not a melancholy ac- 
cufation, and not made but out of necelfity, 
and upon the misfortunes he was under ; in¬ 
deed, in fuch a way as was very incedent for a 
father to accule his fons ; for lie was very vehe¬ 
ment, and difordered, when he came to the 
demonftration of the crime they were accufed 
of, and give the greateft ligns of paflion and 
barbarity : nor would he fuller the alieflbrs to 
conlider of the weight of the evidence, but ab¬ 
ler ted them-tepb:: true by his own authority, 
after a manner moll indecent in a lather againfi 
his fons, and lead himlelf what they them- 
felves had written, wherein there was no con- 
feflion of any plots or contrivances againfi 
him, but only how they had contrived to fly 
away, and containing withal certain reproach¬ 
es againfi him, on account -of the ill-will he 
bare them ; and when he came to thole re¬ 
proaches, he cried out moft of all, and exag¬ 
gerated what they faid, as if they had corbel¬ 
led the delign againfi him, and took his oath 
that he half-rather lofe his life than hear fuch 
reproachful words. At laft he laid, 1 hat “ he 
had fufficient authority, both by nature, and 
by Cre far’s grant to him [to do what he 
thought fit].” He alfo added an allegation of 
a law of their country, which enjoined this, 
That “ if parents laid their hands on the head 
of him that was accuied,the ftanders-bye were 
"obliged to call ftones at him, and thereby to 
which though he were ready to do 
in his own country and kingdom, yet did he 
wait for their' determination; that yet they 


came thither, not fo much as judges, to con¬ 
demn them lor fuch tnanifeft ddigns againfi 
him, whereby he had ahnofi perilhed by hit 
fons means, hut as perlons that had an oppor- 
I utility of lhewing their dcteihiiun qf inch 
j practices, and declaring hoc, t.mvoithy a tiling 
! it mult be in any, even the mail remote, u, 

’ pals over fuch treachuous ilcligu:. [vflthoa; 
punilhme nt]A 

3. When the king had laid this, and the 
j young men hid not been produced to ttutk'* 

! any defence for themlelves, the alleiuus per¬ 
ceived there was no room for equity and. re¬ 
conciliation ; lb they confirmed las autliaiid. 

I And, in the firll place, Suwmtimts, a pcrlbr. 

|j that had been conlul, and one of great dignity, 

: pronounced his fentencc, but with great w.o- 
; deration, and trouble ; and laid. That t ‘ lie 
condemned Herod’s ions, hut did not think 
they lhould be put to death. He had fons of 
his own, and to put one’s fm fo death is a 
greater misfortune than any other that could 
befal him by their means.” After him S.itur- 
ninus’s Ions (for he had three fons that billow¬ 
ed him, and were his legates) pronounced the 
fame icntence with their father : On the con¬ 
trary, Volumnius’s Icntence was, to iiu'iiA 
death on fuch as had been lb impioufly ur.de- 
tilul to their father ; and the grc.itefi part of 
the refi laid the fame, inl’omuch, that the con- 
clufion leaned to he, that the young men were 
condemned to die. Immediately after this, 
Herod came away from thence,* and took hi.-, 
fons to Tyre, where Nicolaus met him in his 
voyage from Rome ; of whom he enquired, 
alter lie had related to him what had palled at 
Berytus, what his fentiments were about his 
ions, and what his friends at Rome thought of 
that matter ? Ibis anfvver was, That “ what 
| ! they had determined to do'to thee was impious, 
j and that thou oughtefi to keep them in prifon; 
and if thou thinkeft any thing farther ntceifary, 
thou mayeft indeed fo pe.nilh them, that thou 
m a ye ft not appear to indulge thy anger more 
| than to govern thy felf by judgment; but if thou 
I mcliaeft to the milder fide, thou mayeft abfolve 
I 7 Ii them, 
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them, left perhaps thy misfortune! he rendered 
incurable : And this is the opinion of the great- 
eft part of thy friends at Rome alio. ’ Where¬ 
upon Herod was filent, and in gieat thought- 
luluefs, artd bid Nicolaus fail along with him. 

4. Now, as they came to C.d.irea, every 
body was there talking of Herod’s Ions, and 
tin; kingdom was in ihl'penee, and the people 
in great expectation of what would become of 
them ; for a terrible fear feized upon all men, 
icil the ancient diforders of the family ihould 
come to a fad conclulion, and they were in 
;-,-oit trouble about their fuflerings; nor was it 
without danger to fay any thing rafh about 
this matter, nor eyen to hear another faying it, 
but men’s pity was forced to be fhut up in 
themSelves, which rendered the excels of their 
ibrrow very irkforne, but very filent ; yet was 
there an old foldier of Herod, whole name was 
Tero, who had a foil of the fame age with Al¬ 
exander, and his friend, who was fo very free, 
as openly to fpeak out what others filently 
thought about that matter; and was forced to cry 
out often among the multitude, and faid, in the 
mofl unguarded manner, That “ truth was per- 
iftied, and juilice taken away from men, while 
hes and ill-will prevailed, and brought fuch a 
mid before public affairs, that the offenders 
were not able to fee the greateft mifehiefs that 
<•1,1 befal men.” And as he was fo bold, he 
Ucmol not to have kept himfelf out of danger 
bv Ipealdng lb freely ; but the reafonablencls 
of what he ibid moved men to regard him, as 
having behaved himfelf with great manhood, 
ami this at a proper time nlfo, for which rcafon 
every one beard what he faid with pleafurc; 
ami although they firft took care of their own 
ftfety, hy keeping filent t hern I’d ves, yet did 
they kind!v receive the great freedom he took; 
for the expectation they were in of fo great an 
affliction, put a force upon them to fpeak of 
Tero whatloever they pleafed. 

5. This man had tliruft himfelf into the 
king’s prelence with the greateft freedom, and 
dclired to fpeak with him by himfelf alone, 
which the king permitted him to do, where he 
faid this: “ Since I am not able, O king, to 


! bear up under fo great a concern as I am un¬ 
der, I have preferred the ufe of this bold liber¬ 
ty that I now take, which may be for thy ad¬ 
vantage, if thou mind to get any profit by it, 
before my own fafety. Whither is thy under- 
llanding gone? and left thy foul eropt) ?. 
Whither is that extraordinary fagacity of thine, 
gone, whereby thou haft performed fo main 
and fuch glorious aitions ? Wkviu 
foiitude, and defertion of thy friends and re la¬ 
tions ? Of which I cannot but determine, that 
they are neither thy friends, nor relations, 
while they overlook fo horrid wickednefs in 
thy once happy kingdom, Doft not thou per¬ 
ceive what is doing ? Wilt thou flay thefe two 
young men, horn of thy queen, who arc ac- 
complifhed with every virtue in the higheft de¬ 
gree, and leave thyfelf deftitute in thy old age, 
but expofed to one fon, who hath very ill 
managed the hopes thou haft given him, and 
to relations, whofe death thou haft fo often re- 
folved on thyfelf? Doft not thou take notice, 
that the very filencc of the multitude at once 
l fees the crime, and abhors the fa.A ? The whole 
I army and the officers have cbmmiferation on 
| the poor unhappy youths, and hatred to thole 
that are the adfors in this matter.” Thefe 
[ words the king heard, and for fome time with 
j good temper. But what can one fay? When 
1 Tero plainly touched upon the bad behaviour 
I and pcrfidioufneis of his domeftics, he was 
j moved at it; but Tero went on farther, and hy 
degrees ufed an unbounded military freedom 
of ipecch, nor was he fo well-difciplincd as to. 
accommodate himfelf to the time: So Herod 
was greatly dillurbed, and Teeming to be ra¬ 
ther reproached by this fpccch than to be hear¬ 
ing what was for his advantage, while he learn¬ 
ed hereby, that both the foldiers abhorred the 
thing he was about, and the officers had indig¬ 
nation at it, he gave order, that aft whom Te¬ 
ro had named, and Tero himfelf, ffiould be 
bound and kept in prifon. 

6. When this was over, one Trypho, who" 
was the king’s barber, took the opportunity, 
and came and told the king, that Tero would 

often 
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often have perfuaded him, when he trimmed 
him with a razor, to cut his throat; for that 
by this means he fhould be among the chief 
of Alexander's friends, and receive great re¬ 
wards from him. When he had faid this, the 
.king gave order that Tero, and his fon, anti 
the barber, fhould be tortured, which was done 
accordingly ; but while Tero bore tip himfelf, 1 
,- U ia <fedfl^^fathcr already in a fad cafe, 
and had no hope of deliverance, and pcrceiv- ! 
ing what would he the conlequcncc of his ter¬ 
rible fufferings, laid, That “ if the king would 
free him and his father from thofc torments, | 
for what he iliould lay, he would tell the truth.” ; 
And when the king had given his word to do j 
lb, he laid. That “ there was an agreement * 
made, that Tero iliould lay violent hands on : 
the king, becaufe it was eaiy for him to come ; 
when he was alone ; and that if, when he had j 
done the thing, he Iliould fuller death for it, 
as was not unlikely, it would be an a el of ge- 
nerolity done in favour of Alexander.” This 
was what Tero’s fon faid, and thereby freed 
his father the diflrefs he was in ; but un¬ 
certain it is, whether he had been thus forced 
to lpeak what was true, or whether it were a 
contrivance of his, in order to procure his own 
and his father’s deliverance from their miieries. 

7. As for Herotl, if he had before any doubt 
about the flaughter of his ions, there was now 
no longer any room left in his foul for it, but 
he had banifhed away whatfoever might afford 
him the leaft fuggellion of reafoning better a- 
bout this matter ; i'o he already made hnfte to 
bring his purpofe to a conolufion. He alfo 
brought out three hundred of the officers that 
were under an accufation, as alfo Tero, and 
his fon, and the barTier that accufed them, be¬ 
fore an alfembly, and brought an accufation 
againft them all; whom the multitude honed 
with whatfoever came to hand, and thereby 
hew them. Alexander alfo, and Ariflobulus, 
were brought to Sebafte, by their father’s com¬ 
mand, and there llrangled ; but their dead bo- 
dbf .verein the night-time carried to Alexan- 

* The reader 13 here to note, that this eighth feftion 
is gntircly wanting in the old Latin verfion, as Spanheim 
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drium, where their unde by the mother’s fid--., 
and the greateft part of their aneeftors, had 
been depolited. 

8 . And now perhaps it may not fbern 
unrealonable to ibnie, that ludi an’inveterate 
hatred might incrcaie lo much j on both lidos j 
as to proceed farther, and to o\ ercom,': nature : 
But it may jullly deferve conlideratifui, whe¬ 
ther it be to be laid to the charge o! the young 
men, that they gave lu< !i an ocoabon to their 
father’s anger, and led him to do what he did, 
and by going on long in the fame way, put things 
pall remedy, and brought him io uie them i'o 
unmercifully ; or whether it he to he laid to 
the fath cr’s charge, that he was lo hard-hearted, 
and lo very tender in the dclire of government, 
and of other things that would tend to his glo¬ 
ry, that he would take no one into a partner- 
fhip with him, that lo, whatfoever he would 
have done himfelf might continue immoveable ; 
or indeed, whether fortune have not greater 
power than all prudent reafonings : Whence 
we are perfuaded that human ailions are there¬ 
by determined before-hand by an inevitable 
ncccflity, and wc call her Faic, heeaute there 
is nothing which is not done by her; where¬ 
fore I fuppolc it will be lufficient to cornpirc 
! this notion with that other, which alt; ibutes 

I , ’ 

fomewhnt to ourfeives, and renders men not 
unaccountahle for the different con deft s’ el their 
lives, which notion is no other than the plii- 
lofophical determination of our ancient law. 
Accordingly, of the two other caufes of this fad 
event, any body may lay the blame on the 
young men, who adled by youthful vanity, 
and pride of their royal birth, that they fhould 
hear to hear the calumnies that were railed a- 
gainft their father; while certainly they were 
not equitable judges of the actions of his life, 
but ill-natured in fufpe&ir.g, and intemperate 
in fpeaking of it, and on both accounts cafiiy 
caught by thofc that obferved them,*and re¬ 
vealed them, to gain favour; yet cannot their 
father be thought worthy of excufe, as to that 

horrid 

truly obferves ; nor is there any ether rer.fon for it, I fug-, 
pofe, than die great dilliculty of an ev.icl tinmiUtioiv 
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horrid impiety which lie was guilty of about 
them ; while he ventured, without any certain 
evidence of their treacherous defigns againft 
him, and without any proofs that they had 
made preparations for inch attempt, to kill his 
own forts, who were of very comely bodies, 
■and the great darlings of other men, and no 
way deficient in their conduit, whether it were 
in hunting, or in warlike cxerciles, or in ipeak- 
ing upon occahonal topics ol diieourle ; for in 
all thefe they were fkillful, and elpecialiy Al¬ 
exander, who was the cldeli ; for certainly it 
had been fuffieient, even though he had con¬ 
demned them, to have kept them alive in 
bonds, or to let them live at a diltance from 
his dominions in banilhmeut, while he was 
furrounded by the Roman forces, which were 
a ltrong fecuritv to him, whole help would 
prevent his fuHiring any thing by a hidden 
on let, or by open force ; hut for him to kill 
them on the hidden, in order to gratify a paf- 
iion that governed him, was a demonftration 
of infufferable impiety : He alfo was guilty of 


lb great a crime in his elder age ; nor will the 
j delays that he made, and the length of the 
| time in which the tiling was done, plead at all 
j for his excufe ; for when a man is cm a hidden 
! amazed, and in commotion of mind, and then 
jj commits a wicked adion, although this he an* 
j heavy crime, yet is it a thing that frequently 
happens; but to do it upon deliberation, and 
after frequent attempts, aiid v . v/'ircq. p-.C 
j tings off, to undertake it at laft, -and aceom- 
! piiih it, was the adion of a murderous mind, 
i and hich as was not eahly moved from that 
which is evil : And this temper he fhewed it: 
what he did afterward, when he did not lpate. 
thole that feerned to be the belt beloved of hi. 
ftiends that were left, wherein though the jul- 
ticc of the pimifhment cauled thole that perifh- 
ed to be the lefs pitied, yet was the barbarity 
of the man here equal, in that he did not ab- 
ftain from their llaiighter alfo: But of thole 
perlons we lhall have oecalion to diieourle 
more hcrealtcr. 


BOOK XVII. 

Containin'? the Interval of Fourteen Fears . 

i > ** 

fp-ooi rhe Dc.it h of Alexander and Aristobulus, to the Banilhmeut 

of Archelaus.] 


c: H A p. I. 


I'.iv . biiipjfo -leaf bated by all the Nation \rf 
ilc f r the Slaughter of bis Brethren-, 

and bow, h r that Rcafm , be get into pecu¬ 
liar Favour with bis Friends at Rome , l>y 
■livin'’ them many P repents ; as be did alfo 
~'ivl:b*S,>!ur:thius, the P refdent of Syria, and 
the Ibivcnnrs ivbo were under him : and 


eoncsrii!nc' llcrod's Wives and Children. 


> J. ''K THEN Antipater had thus taken off 
\/\/ his brethren, and had brought 
* ™ his father into the higheft degree 
.o'impiety, till he was haunted with furies for 


.." - - 

what he had done, his hopes did not fucceed 
to his mind, as to the rejj of his life ; for, al¬ 
though he was delivered from the fear of his 
brethren being his rivals as to the government, 
yet did lie find it a very hard thing, and almolt 
impracticable, to come at the kingdom, be- 
caule the hatred of the nation againft him on 
that account was become very great: and,, be¬ 
tides this very difagreeable circumltance, the 
affair of the foldiery grieved him ftill tfkow, 
who were alienated from him, from which yet 
thefe kings derived all the fafety which they 

had, 
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ha-,1, whenever they found the nation defirous 
of innovation: and all this danger was drawn 
upon him by his dehruclion of his breth¬ 
ren. However, he governed the nation joint¬ 
ly with his father, being indeed no other than 
a kin;; already; and lie was for that very rea- 
fon milled, and the more firmly depended on, 
for the which He ought hitnleif to have been 
uy.r u\ j ^e-,vth,-'tK;.a^earing to have betrayed his 
brethren out of his concern for the prefervation 
ol Herod, and not rather out of his ill-will to 
them, and, before them, to his father himlclf: 
and this was the accurfed Hate he was in. Now, 
all Antipater’s contrivances tended to make his 
way to take off Herod, that he might have no¬ 
body to accufe him in the vile practices he 
was deviling; and that Herod might have no 
refuge, nor any to afford him their alhfhmee, 
ilnce they mull thereby have Antipater for their 
open enemy ; infomuch, that the very plots lu: 
laid againll his brethren were occalioned by 
the hatred he bore his father. But at this time 
lie was more than ever let upon the execu¬ 
tion of hi" utempts againll Herod; becaufe, il he 
were once dead, the government would now be 
firmly fccurcd to him; but, if he were luffercd to 
live any longer, he ihould be in danger upon 
a difeovery of that wickednefs of which he had 
been the contriver, and his father would of ne~ 
ceffity then become his enemy. And on this 
account it was that he became very bountiful to 
his father’s friends, and bellowed great funis 
on feveral of them, in order to furprize men 
with his good deeds, and take off their hatred 
againll him. And he fent great prefents to 
his friends at Rome particularly, to gain their 
good-will; and above all the reft, to Saturninus, 
the prefident of Syria. He alfo hoped to gain 
the favour of Saturninus’s brother with the 
large prefents he bellowed on him ; as alfo he 
ufed the fame art to [Salome] the king’s filler, 
who had married one of Herod's chief friends. 
And^ when he counterfeited friendlhip to thofe 
with whom he converted, he was very fubtile 
in g 'mug their belief, and Very cunning to 
hide his hatred againll aiiy that he really did 
hate. But he could not impofe upon his aunt, 
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who underftood him of a longtime, and was. ?. 
woman not ealiiy to be delink'd; el'pceialb 
while ifie had already tiled all poliible camion 
in preventing his pernicious dcligns. t Although 
Antipatcr’s uncle, lev the* motliel’s tVl-e, wcv 
married to her daughter, and this by. hi; own 
1 connivance and truing! mem, while lh<* h w 
belore b;vn married I- A> iliohulus, and wad ‘ 
Salome’s other daughter by that hulbaml were 
married to the fou < d Calieas. But tint nr-, 
riage was no obllacle to her, who knew how 
wicked he was, in her difcoveiim* his designs, 
as her former kindred to him could no! preVrv' 

! her hatred of him. Now Herod liad compels <’ 

I Salome, while llic was in love with S\h ! owV' 
j Arabian, and had taken a fomhief-. tor him, 

. to marry Alcxas; which march was by her 
• iubinitted to at the inti nice of India, who prr- 
loaded Salome not to rcl’ui’c it, led die Ihould 
herldi be their open euemv, fiuce Herod had 
fworn that he would never be friends with Sa¬ 
lome, if lire would not accept of Aleva:; lor her 
;j hufband : lo ihc fubmitted to Julia, as being 
; Cxfar’s wife; and, beliclcs that, as lire advilcd 
j her to nothing but what was very much for 
I her own advantage. At this time alio it was 
that Herod fent back king Archelaus’s daiuri:- 
ter, who had been Alexander’s wife, to her la¬ 
ther, returning the portion he had with her 
j out of his own eftate, that there might be no 
difpute between them about it. 

Now Herod brought up his Ton's children 
with great care : for Alexander had two foils by 
Glaphyra; and Ariftobulus had three Ions by 
Bernice, Salome’s daughter, and two daughters ; 
and, as his friends were once with him, he pro- 
| fented the children before them ; and, deploring 
1 the hard fortune of his own foils, he prayed that 
! no fuch ill fortune might bdal thefe who were 
; their children, but that they might improve in 
j virtue, and obtain what they juftlv deferved, 

; and might make him amends for Ids care of 
their education. He alfo caufed them to be. 
betrothed againll they ihould come to the pro¬ 
per age of marriage : the elder of Alexander’s 
Ions to Pheroras’s daughter, and Antipatcr’s 
7 1 daughter 



3 &4 ANTI Q_U I T I K 5 

daughter to Ariftobulus’s cklcft Ton. He alfo 1 
allotted one of Ariftobulus’s daughter to Anti- 
pater’s Ion, and Ariftobulus’s oilier daughter 
to Herod, a ion of his own, who was horn to 
1 dm by the high prieft's daughter; for it is the 
ancient practice among us to have many wives 
at the fame time. Now the king made thelc 
elpoufal for the children, out ol the conimif- 
ieratiem of them, now they were futhcrlefs, as 
endeavouring to render Antipater kind to them 
by tliefe intermarriages. But Antipater did not 
fail to hear the fame temper of mind- to his 
brother’s children, which he had borne to his 
brothers themfelves; and his father’s concern 
about them provoked his indignation againft 
them, upon this fuppofal, that they would be¬ 
come greater than ever his brotheis had been; 
while Aichclaus, a king, would fupport his 
daughter.! ions, and Phcroras, a tetrarch, would 
accept of one of the daughters as a wife to his 
lbn. What provoked him alfo was this, that 
all the multitude would fo commiferate tliefe 
f.uherk fs children, and fo hate him [for ma- j 
king them fatherlefsj that all would come | 
out, fijiee they were no ft rangers to his vile 1 
difpolitiou towards his brethren. He contrived 
therefore to overturn his father’s fettlemcnts, as 
thinking it a terrible thing that they fhould be 
fo related to him, and be fo powerful withal. } 
So 1 lerod yielded to him, and dunged his rc- 
folutiou at his entreaty ; and the determination 
r.ow was, that Antipater himftlf’fhould marry 
Ariftobulus’s daughter, and Antipater’s fon 
fhould marry Pheroras’s daughter. So the ef- 
poufals for the marriages were changed after 
> his manner, even without the king's real ap¬ 
probation. 

Now * Herod the king had at this time 
•uim wives ; one of them Antipater’s mother, 
and another the high prieft’s daughter, by 
Vvhom he had a fon of his own name. He 
h.id al!i) one who was his brother’s daughter, 
and another his lifter’s daughter ; which two 

* Thole who h tvr a mind to know a!! the family and 
dclcend.mts of Anfipater the Idume.ui, and of Herod the 
(treat, Ins ion, amt have a memory to prc.forve them all 
ditimTIy, may confulr Jofephus, Amicj. li. XVIII. dt. 
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had no children. One of his wives alfo was of 
the Sam.uitan nation; whofe Tons were Anti- 
pas and Archelaus, and whofe daugliter was 
| Olympias ; which daughter was, afterward mar- 
| ried to Jofeph, the king’s brother’s fon ; but 
Artlielaus and Antipas were brought up with 
a certain private man at Rome. Herod had 
! alfo to wife Cleopatra of Jerufalem, and by her 
he had his ions Iierod and tPhyM,,, -"hieK KII 
was alfo brought up at Rome : Pallas alfo was 
one of his wives, which bare him his fon Pha- 
faelus. And beiides thefe, he had for his wive-, 
Phedra and Elpis, by whom he had his daugh¬ 
ters Roxana and Salome. As for his elder 
daughters by the fame mother with Alexander 
and Ariftobulus, and whom Pheroras neglect¬ 
ed to marry, he gave the one in marriage to 
Antipater, the king’s fitter’s fon, and the other 
to Phafaelus, his brother’s fon. And this vv,u 
the pofterity of Herod. 


C II A P. II. 

Concerning Zamcrris, the Ij/Ayvouian Jew. 
Concerning the Plots laid by Antipater again/i 
his Father ; and fomewhat about the Pha'ri- 
fees. 

§ A ND now it was that Herod, being 
X jL defirous of fecuring himfelf on the 
fide of the Trachonites, reiolved to build a vil¬ 
lage, as large as a city, for the Jews, in the 
middle of that country, which might make his 
own country difficult to be afl'aulted, and 
whence he might he at hand to make fallier up¬ 
on them, and do them a mifehief. According¬ 
ly, when he underftood that there was a man 
that was a Jew come out of Babylon, with five 
hundred horfemen, all of whom could fhoot 
their arrows as they rode on horlcbaek, and, 
with an hundred of his relations, had paifed 
over Euphrates, and now abode at Antioch by 

TV ...1 .. , 

V. § 4. and Of the "War, B. I.'ch, xxviih 
dim, in Havercamp’s edition, p. 336. and 
p. 402,-405. and Reland, Paleftin. Part 
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Daphne of Syria, where Saturninus, who was 
then prefidenr, had given them a place for ha¬ 
bitation, called Valatha, he font for this man, 
with the multitude that followed him, and pro- 
rniled to give him land in the toparchy called 
Batanea, which country is bounded with Tra- 
chonitis, as ddirous to make that his habitation 
a guard to himlelf. He alfo engaged to let him 
W' 1 f h n from tribute, and that 

they fhould dwell entirely without paying inch J 
cuftoms as ufed to be paid, and gave it him 
tax-free. 

2. Till' Babylonian was induced hv thefe 
offers to come thither; fo he took poffeffiou of 
the land, and built in it fortreiies and a village, 
and named it Batbyro. Whereby this man 
became a fafe-guard to the inhabitants again!! 
the Trachouites, and preierved thole Jews who 
came out of Babylon, to offer their facrihces 
at ferufalem, from being hurt by the Tracho- 

robheries ; fo that a great number came to 
from all thole parts where the ancient jew- 
laws were oblerved, and the country be- 
ie full people, by rcafon of their uni- 
verlal freedom from taxes. This continued 
during the life of Herod : but when Philip, 
who was [tctrarch] after him, took the govern¬ 
ment, he made them pay fome lmall taxes, 
and that for a little while only; and Agrippa 
th^Great, and his fon of the fame name, al¬ 
though they harafled them greatly, yet would 
they not take their liberty away. Prom whom, 
when the Romans have now taken the govern¬ 
ment into their own hands, they Hill give them 
the privilege of their freedom, but opprelfed 
them entirely with the impofition of taxes. Of 
which matter 1 IhalL treat more accurately in 
the progrefs of this hilfory 

3. At length Zamaris, the Babylonian, to 
whom Herod had given that country for a pof- 
fdfion, died ; having lived virtuoully, and left 
children of a good character behind him : one ; 
of winch was ‘jacim, who was famous for his 

J taught his Babylonians how to ride 
. tes : and a troop of them were guards 

This is now wanting. 
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to the fore-mentioned kings. And when Jacim 
was dead in his old age, he left a fon, whoV 
name was Philip, one of great llvength in hij 
hands, and in other refpecls alfo more emi¬ 
nent lor his valour than any of his entompora- 
rics; on which account there was a confidence 
and linn fricndfhip between him and king A- 
grippa. lie had alfo an army, which he main¬ 
tained, as great as that of a kin;;; which fie 
cxcrcifcd, and led wherefoever he had occahon 
to march. 

4. When tlu affairs of Ilerod were in the 
condition 1 have deferibad, all the public affairs 
depended upon Antipater ; and his power was 
Inch, that he could do good turns to as many 
as he plealed ; and this by his father's concef- 
hon, in hopes of his good-will and fidelity to 
him ; and this till lie ventured to ule his power 
Hill farther, becaufc his wicked dcligns were 
concealed from his father, and he made him 
believe every thing he faid. He was allb for¬ 
midable to all, not fo much on account of the 
power and authority he had, as for the ilirewd- 
nefs of his vile attempts before-hand : but he 
who principally cultivated a fricndfhip with 
him was Pheroras, who received the like marks 
of his fricndfhip ; while Antipatcr had cun¬ 
ningly' encompaflcd him about by a company 
of women, whom he placed as guards about 
him ; lor Pheroras was greatly cnllavod to his 
wife, and to her mother, and to her filler ; and 
this, notwithftar.ding the hatred he bare them, 
lor the indignities they had offered to his vir¬ 
gin daughters. Yet did he bear them, and no¬ 
thing was to be done without the women, who 
had got this man into their circle, and continu¬ 
ed Hill to aflill each other in all tinners ‘info- 

c • ' 

mnch, that Antipatcr was entirely addicted to 
them, both by hirnfelf, and !>v bis mother; lor 
thefe four women 'f laid all one ai d the lame 
thing; but the opinions of Pberora, and Anti¬ 
pater were different in feme points of no eon- 
lequence. But the king’s lifter [Salome] was 
their antagonilf, who lor a good while had 

looked. 

f Pheroiar.’s wife, and her mother, n:;d fifl.r, und 
Doris, Antip.iter’S mother. 
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looked about all their affairs, and was apprifed 
that this their fricmlfhip was made in order to 
do Herod tome mifchief, and was difpol'cd to 
inform the king of it. And ft nee thefe peo¬ 
ple knew that their fiieiulthip was very dll - 
agreeable to Herod, as tending to do him a 
mikhiei, they contrived that their meetings 
iliould not he ditcovered ; fo they pretended to 
hate one another, and to abide one another 
when time lei ved, and cipecially when Herod 
was prelent, or when any one was there that 
would tell him : but Hilt their intimacy was 
firmer tb >n ever, when they were private. And 
this was the courfe they took ; but they could 
not conceal from Salome, neither their fir ft 
contrivance, when they let about thefe their 
intentions, nor when t’wy had made fome rro- 
grefs in them : hut ilie iearched out every thing; 
and, aggravating the relations to her brother, 
(ieclared to him, “ As well their fecret ail'em- 
hlies and compotations, as their counlels taken 
in a clande/line manner, which, if they were 
not in order to deftroy him, they might well 
enough have been open and public. But now, 
to appearance, they are at variance, and lpeak 
about one another, as if they intended one an¬ 
other a mifchief, but agree fo well together 
when they are out of the light of the mul¬ 
titude ; for when they are alone by thcmfelvcs, 
they act in concert, and profefs that they will 
nevu' leave off their fiiendfhip, but will fight 
..g.tinil thofe f.om whom they conceal their 
del'gns.” And thus did lhe fearch out thefe 
things, and get a perfeCl knowledge of them, 
and then told hdr brother of them, who undcr- 
tfood alio of himfelf a great deal of what fhe 
laid,* but 11:11 durft not depend upon it, bc- 
i aufc of the Impicions he had of his lifter’s 
calumnies, l or there was a certain fedt of 
men that weie Jews, who valued themfelve3 
highly upon the exact fkiil they had in the 
Aw of their fathers, and made men believe 
•he woe highly favoured by God, by whom 
this let of women were inveigled. Thefe are 
thole that are called the fedt of the Phan fees, 
who are in a capacity of greatly oppofing kings. 
A cunning fedt they were, and foon elevated 


i 


! to a pitch of open fighting, and doing mifchief. 
j Accordingly, when all the people of the Jews 
i gave alfurancc of their good-will to Caef'ar, 
and to the king’s government, the£e very men 
did not lwcar, being above fix thoufand ; and 
! when the king impofed a fine upon them, Phe- 
i rcras’s wife paid their fine lor them. In order 
j to reipiite which kindnefs of her, fince they 
| were believed to have tlx^np.w lake pi 
| tilings to come by divine inlpiration, they fore 
told how God had decreed, that Herod’s go 
vernment fhould ceal'e, and his pofterity fhould 
be deprived of it ; but that the kingdom fhould 
come to her and Pheroras, and to their children, 

' Thefe predictions were not concealed from Sa¬ 
lome, but were told the king ; as alio how 
; they had perverted tome periods about the ver) 

| palace itfelf: fo the king llew Inch of the Pha- 
j rilees as were principally accufed ; and Bagoas 
; the eunuch, and one Cams, who exceeded a'l 
men of that time in comclinels, and one tlu; 
was his catamite. He flew alfo all thole of hb 
own family who had contented to what the 
Pharifees foretold : and for Bagr :?s ; . he had 
been puffed up by them, as though he fhould 
be named the father and the benefadtor of him 
who, by the prediction, was foretold to be 
their appointed king; for that this king would 
I have all things in his power, and would enable 
Bagoas to marry, and to have children of.his 
own body begotten. 


CHAP. III. 

Concerning the Enmity between Herod and Pbe~ 
roras : how Herod hint Antipater to Ccefar ; 
and oj the Death of Pheroras. 


§ I.TTTHEN Herod had punifhed thofe 
V V Pharifees who had been convidled 
of the foregoing crimes, he gathered an affem- 
bly together of his friends, and accufed Phcro- 
ras’s wife; and, aferibing The abufes of the vir¬ 
gins to the impudencevof that woman, brought 
an accufation againft her for t.hg difhon-->- 
had brought upon them: That “ fhe had ftudi- 

oufly 
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otilly introduced a quarrel between him and 
hn brother, and, by her ill temper, had brought 1 
them into a Hate of war, both by her words 
and addons ; that the fines which he had laid 
had not been paid, ami the offenders had ef- 
caped puniflnnent.by her means; and that no¬ 
thing which had of late been done had been 
done without h’er: for which reafon Phcroras ' 
oy. w&lj M’ he would, of big own ac* ! 

cord, and by his own command, and not at 
my entreaty, or as following my opinion, put 
this wife away, as one that will ilili be the oc- 
caiion of war between thee and me. And now 
Pheroras, if thou valued thy relation to me, ] 
put this wife of thine away ; for by this means ! 
thou wilt continue to be a*brother to me, and i 
wilt abide in thy love to me.” Then laid Phc- j 
roras (although he were prefled hard by the !j 
former words) That as he would not do ii> j! 
imiuft a thing as to renounce his brotherly re- j 
Lti.m to him, fo would he not leave off his Jj 
ailcelion for his wife : that he would rather I 
(.bulb to die, than to live and he deprived of 
a wife ui.ii fo dear unto him.” Hereupon i 
Herod put off his anger againft Pheroras on i 
thefe account^, although he himfelf thereby j 
underwent a very uneafy punifluncnt. Plow- j 
ever, he forbade Antipater and his mother to 
have any eonverfation with Pheroras, and bid 
thffn to take care to avoid the affemblies of the ( 
women : which they promifed to do ; but Hill j 
got together when occafion ferved, and both 
Pheroras and Antipatcr had their own merry- 
meetings. The report went alio, that Antipa- ; 
ter had criminal eonverfation with Pheroras’s 
wife ; and that thef were brought together by 
Antipater’s mother. . . | 

*2. But Antipater had now a fufpicion of j 
his father, and Was afraid that the effects of J 
his hatred to him might increafc : fo he wrote , 
to hjs friends at Rome, and bid them to fend j 
to Herod', that he would immediately fend An- j 
-Tipater to C.nefar; which, when it was done, 
Herod fent Antipat^r thither, and lent moll 
noote pxefeiiia along with him; as alio Ins tei— 
lament, wherein Antipater was appointed to 
be his iucceffor : and that, if Antipater fhould j 
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j d v lirfl, his [I Icrod-Philip] fon b\ the iiigh 
: pbu h’s daughter iliould luccced. And, to¬ 
fu: her with Anlip.itcr, tlmie. went to Romo 
byiiciUi the Arabian, although he had dum 
n..thing ol all that C.tfar h nl enjoined him. 
A mi pan er abo aeculcd him of the t u* mhnw 
of whiiii he had been former 1 v 1. bv 

i Icrod. Svilcus was alio acculcd by Alula 1, 
that without his conn nt lie had Haiti many of 
tlu. chid of the Arabians at lktra ; and parti¬ 
cular!) Soemus, a mm that delcrv ed to bu ho 
noured by all men and that be had (lain 1m- 
■ batus, a Havant of (hvlar. Thule w v rg the 
things of which Sv Ileus was accttled, and thu 
on the oecahon following: There vv.r 
Corinlhus belonging to Iiaod, oi guards 
of the king’s body, and one who w u- greatly 
trolled hy him. SylLus had perluaded this 
man, with the offer of a guiat fum of money, 
to kill I Icrod ; and he had piomiied to do it. 
When Fabatus had been acqminted wjt.ii this, 
for Svlleus had himfelf told him of it, he in¬ 
formed the king of it ; who caught (Vsbuhns, 
and put him to the torture, am! thcieby got 
out of him the whole contpiraey. Ht alio 
caught two other Arabians, who were difro- 
!£<erecl by Corinth us ; the one the lead ol a 
tribe, and the other a friend to Syllun, who 
both were bv the king brought to the nature, 
and confeifed, that they were tome to cncouiage 
Gorinthus not to fail of doing what he had 
undertaken to do; and to afhlt him with tlicit 
own hands in the murder, if need fhould re¬ 
quire their aihllanrc. So S Hummus, upon 
Herod’s difeovering the whole to him, lent 
them to Rome. 

3. At this time Herod commanded Pliero- 
ri}s, that fince. he was-fo ohllinate in his aiuc- 
tion for his wife, he fhould iethe into hi own 
tetrarchy ; whPh he did very willingly, and 
fware many oaths that he would no: come a- 
gain, till he heard that Herod was dead. And 
indeed when, upon a ficknefs of the king, he 
was defined to come to him before he died, tliat 
he might entruft him with feme of his injunc¬ 
tions, he had fuch a regard to his oath, that he 
would not come to him : yet did net Herod fo 

1 
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retain his hatred to Pheroras, but remitted of 
his purpofe [not tn fee him] which he before 
had, and that for fuch great caufes as have 
been already mentioned : but, as foon as he be¬ 
gan to be ill, be came to him, and this without 
being fent for ; and when he was dead, 'he took j 
care of his funeral, and had his body brought | 
to Jerufalem, and buried there, and appointed 
a folcnin mourning for him. Tins [death of 
Pheroras] became the origin of Antipater’s 
misfortunes, although he were already failed 
for Rome, God now being about to punifh 
him for the murder of hit. brethren. I will* 
explain the hi dory of this matter very diftindt- 
ly, that it may be for a warning to mankind, 
that they take care of condudling their whole 
lives by the rules of virtue. • 


C H A P. IV. 

Pheroras's Wife is accufcd by his freed Me?t , as 
guilty of poifoning him : and how Herod , up¬ 
on Examination of the Matter by Torture , 
found the Poifon ; but Jo that it bad been pre¬ 
pared for himfef by his Son Antipater : and , 
upon an Enquiry by Torture , he dfeovered the 
dangerous Dcftgns of Antipatcr. 

v i. j\ S foon as Pheroras was dead and his 
j ~\ funeral was over, two of Phcroras’s 
he d-men, who were much eileemed by him, 
...line to Herod, and intreated him not to leave 
the murder of his brother without avenging 
but to examine into fuch an unreafonable 
and unhappy death. When he was moved 
willi tlufe words, for they feemed to him to be 
true, they fa id. That “ Pheroras flipped with 
his wife the day before'he fell lick, and that a 
certain potion was brought him in fuch a fort 
of food as he was not tiled to cat ; but that 
'when he had eaten, he died of it : that this po¬ 
tion was brought out oi Arabia by a woman, 

* I tis wife, her mother, ami fitter. It hems to m-,by 
this whole itoiyjput together, that Piieioias was not him- 
f.Jf poilontd, as :s commonly fuppufcJ ; for Amipatcr 
}. ul p< rfuadd him to poifoti Herod, ch ip. "f. <} i. which 
would tall to the pound if he were himfeif poilbned ; nor 
iouIU ttic poifoning of Flieror.it, firve any tlefign that jp- 
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under pretence indeed as a love potion, for that 
was its name, but in reality to kill Pheroras ; 
for that the Arabian women are Ikilful in ma¬ 
king fuch poifons : and the woman to whom 
they al'eribed this, was confeffedly a moft inti¬ 
mate friend of one of Sylleus’s miflreffes ; and 
that both the mother and the fifter of Phero- 
ras’s wife had been at the phces where flae lived, 
and had perfuaded her to fethriTem tiiio puik.i, 
and had come back and brought it with them 
the day before that his fupper.” Hereupon 
the king was provoked, and put the women 
Haves to the torture, and fome that were free 
with them : and as the fadt did not yet appear, 
becaufe none of them would confefs it ; at 
length one of them, under her utmoft agonies,, 
faid no more but this, That “ lhe prayed that 
God would lend the like agonies upon Antipa¬ 
ter’s mothyr, who had been the occallon of 
thefe miferics to all of them.” This prayer 
induced Herod to increafe the womr” 
tures, till thereby all was dii'covo- 
mei ry-meetings, their feeret 
difclofmg of what be had fat , 

unto Pheroras’s *' women.” ( . rierod 

had charged Antipater to coni ^ was, the gift 
of an hundred talents to him not to have any 
converfation with Pheroras.) “ And what ha¬ 
tred he bore to his father ; and that he com¬ 
plained to his mother how very long his father 
lived; and that lie was himfeif aimoft an old roan, 
infomueh, that if the kingdom fhonld come to 
him, it would not afford him any pleafure ; and 
that there were a great many of his brothers, 
or brothers children, bringing up, that might 
have hopes of the kingdom as well as himfeif,, 
all which, made his own hopes of it uncertain ; 
for that even now, if Ire Ihould himfeif'not 
live, Herod had ordained that the government 
fhould be conferred, not on his fon, but rather 
on a brother. He alfo had accufcd the king 

of 

pears now going forward : 
of his freed-mcn that this 
they knew was brought to 
of tor jKji&ning him 5 wh 

brought for her huibaml to pouon nuod wniul, as the 
fututc examlnatioas demonltrate. 


/ 
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of great barbarity, and of the flaughtcr of his j 
Tons; and that it was out of the fear he was j 
under, left he fhould do the like to him, that 
made him contrive this his journey to Rome, 
and Pheroras contrive to go to his own te- 
trarchy.” 

2. These confeflions agreed with what his 
lifter had told him, and tended greatly to cor- 
her teftlrwbny, and to free her from 
the fufpicion of her unfaithfulnefs to liim. So 
the king, having fatislied hitnfclf of the fpite 
which Doris, Antipater’s mother, as well as 
himfelf, bore to him, took away from her all 
her line ornaments, which were worth many 
talents : and then fcnt her away, and entered 
into friendlhip with Pheroras’s women, chit 
he who molt of all irritated the king againft 
las fon, was one Antipater, the procurator of 
Antipatcr the king’s fon, who, when lie was 
tortured, among other things faid, That “ An- 
'^ter had prepared a deadly potion, and giv- 
°heroras, with his defire that he would j 
Either, during his abfence, and j 
•"noted to have the lead ! 
lu. m thereto relating ; that ’ 

Antipin.. ntipater’s friends, brought i 

that potion on. .gypt; and that it was lent ; 
to Pheroras by Theudion, the brother of the | 
mother of Antipater the king’s, fon, and by 
that means came to Pheroras’s wife, her hui- 
band having given it her to keep.” And when 
the king afked her about it, lhe confefied it ; 
and as fhe was running fetch it, lhe threw j 
herfelf down fram the houfe-top ; yet did lhe j 
not kill herfelf, beoaufe lhe fell upon her feet: j 
by which means, when the king had comfort- j 
ed her, and had promifed her and her domei- 
tics pardon, upon condition of their concealing , 
nothing of the truth from him, but had threat- 
ened her with the utmoft mil'eries if fhe proved 
ungrateful [and concealed any thing] : So fhe 
promifed, and fwore, that lhe would fpeak out 
ell after what manner every 
infu iaid, what many took to 
iiat “ the potion was brought 
-ovr- ~j -fattphilus; and that his bro¬ 
ther, who was a phylician, had procured it; 
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and that when Theudion brought it us, ih'' 
kept it upon Pheroras’s committing to her ; 
and that it was prepared by Antipatcr for thee. 
When, therefore, Pheroras was fallen lick, and 
thou earned to him, and tookefl care of (dm, 
and when he law the kindnels timu hadfl he 
him, his mind was overborne thereby.” So 
he called me to him, and faid to me, IC O wo. 
man ! Antipater hath circumvented me in thi-> 
affair of his father and my brother, by pet lidd¬ 
ing me to have a murderous attention to him, 
and procuring a potion to be fubfervient their - 
to: do thou therefore go ami fetch the potion 
(lincemy brother appears to have the fame vii- 
tuous difpofttion towards me which he had for¬ 
merly, and I do not expert to live lot g mylelf, 
and that I may not defile my torch' -s by the 
murder of a brother) and burn it before my 
face : that accordingly lhe immediately brought 
it, and did as her hulband bade her; and that 
fhe burnt the greateft part of the potion ; but 
that a little of it was left, that if the king, after 
Pheroras’s death, fhould treat her ill, fhe might 
poifon herfelf, and thereby get clear of her 
mil'eries.” Upon her faying thus, fhe brought 
out the potion and the box in which it was be¬ 
fore them all. Nav, there was another brother 
of Antiphilus, and his mother alfo, who, by 
the extremity of pain and torture, c.onfeffed 
the fame things, and owned the box [to be 
that which had been brought out of Egypt.] 
The high prieft’s daughter alfo, who was tin- 
king’s wife, was aeculed to have been con- 
feious of all this, and had rcfolvcd to conceal 
it; for which rcaforx Herod divorced her, and 
blotted her fon out of his teftament, wherein 
he had been mentioned as one that was to 
reign after him; and he took the high priefl- 
hood away from his father-in-law, Simeon the 
f<yi of Iiocthus, and appointed Matthias the 
fon of Theophilus, who was’born at jo ulalem, 
to be high prieft in his room. 

3. While this was doing, Bathyllus tdfo, An- 
tipater’s freed-man, came from Rotne, and, upon 
the torture, was found to have brought another 
potion to give it into the hands of Antipater’s 

mother,, 
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mother, and of Pheroras, that if the former po¬ 
tion did not operate upon the kins’’, this at leall 
might can y him off. Titer., cam" alfo letters ! 
from Ilcrod’s friend- at Route, hv tiie approha- : 
tion, and at the luggeiVtou <>1 Antipater, to accufe 
Auhclaps and Philip, at. if they i damniated 
'their father on account of the ilanghter of Al¬ 
exander and Aiiilohulus, and as if they com- 
miferated their derails ; and as if, becaufe they 
were lent for home (for their father had alrea¬ 
dy recalled them) they concluded they were 
themfelves alfo to he deittoyed. Thcfe letters 
had been procured, lor great rewards, by An- 
tipatcr’s liitmds ; but Autipater himfelf wrote 
to his father about them, and laid the hcavieft 
things t.i their charge ; yet did he entirely excule 
them of an) guilt, and laid they were but young 
men, and fo imputed their words to their youth. 
But he laid, that he had himfelf been very billy 
it) the ajfair relating to Sylleus, and in getting in- 
terell among the great men ; and on that ac¬ 
count hail bought fplemlid ornaments to pre- 
lent them withal, which coft him two bun¬ 
dled talents. Now, one may well wonder 
how it came about, that while fo many accu- 
fuions were laid againft him in Judea, during 
feven months before this time, lie was not 
made acquainted with any of them. The cauf- 
es of w hich were, that the roads were exactly 
guarded, and that men hated Antipater; for 
there w is nobody who would run any hazard 
himkb to gain him any advantages. 


C II A P. V. 

.lo!fnta\ X racyat/na f/om Rome to bis Fa - 
ihet ; and h tiv J>e was accnfedly Nicolaus 
if Daa/af and condemned to die by bis 
Fa/bcr, end by dh/intiHus Vara r, who was 
tXa /Y< jiditil. of Syria : and how he fens 
doa b r n<id till Ctrj'ar Jhould be informed of 

! "r (\n/t. 

* i* 

j i. XT° W Herod, upon Antipater’s writ- 
i Ni ing to him, that having done all 
*hat he was to do, and this in the manner lie 
■ vas to do it, he would l’uddenly come to him, 
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' concealed his anger againft him, and wrote back 
,i to him, and bid him' not delay his journey, 
led any harm fhould befal himfelf in his a li¬ 
feline. At ,the lame time alio he nude feme 
little complaint about his mother ; but pro- 
miled that he would lay .thole complaints a- 
lide when he fliould return. Ide withal ex- 
prrifed his entire affection for him ; as fearing 
left he fliould have fome iu^w^fnT'rT-hb-^oHul 
defer his journey to him; and left, while he 
lived at Rome, he fliould lav plots for the 
kingdom, and moreover do fomewlut againft 
himfelf. This letter Antipater met with in 
Cilicia; but had received an account of Phero- 
ras’s death before at Tarcntum. This kill newfe 
affected him deeply ; not out of any afledtion 
for Pheroras, but becaufe he was dead without 
having murdered his father, which he had 
promiled him to do. And when lie was at Ce- 
i lenderis in C.iiicia, he began to deliberate with 
I himfelf about his failing home, as being much 
grieved with the ejection of his mother. Nc w 
fome of his friends advifed him, that he flioufn 
tarry a while fontewhere, in cx^-ccuinon ol 
farther information. But ethersfadviied him 
1 to fail home without delay ; for that if he wue 
once come thither, he would foon put an end 
i to all accufations, and that nothing afforded 
| any weight to his accufers at prefent but his 
| abfcnce. lie was perfuaded by thefe laid, and 
failed on, and landed at the haven called he- 
baft us , which Herod had built at vaft expences 
in honour of and called Sebafus. And 

now w'as Antipater evidently in a milerable 
condition, while nobody came to him, nor fa- 
luted him, as they did at his going away, 
with good willies or joyful acclamationsnor 
was there now any thing to hinder them from 
entertaining him, on the contrary, with bitter 
curies, while they fuppofed lie was come to re¬ 
ceive his puniftiment for the murder of his 
brethren. » 

2 . Now Quintilius Varus was at tlyy-'V, > 
at Jerufalem, being fen«. *o liicceed Saturnine^, 
as proficient of Syria,.,, a ad Wat. umic as an al- 
feffof to Herod, who had defired his advice in 
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his prefent affairs ; and as they were fitting to¬ 
gether, Antipater came upon them, without 
knowing any thing of the matter ; fo he came 
into the palace clothed in purple. The por¬ 
ters indeed received him in ; but excluded his 
friends. And now lie was in great diforder, and 
prefentiy underftood the condition lie was in, 
while, upon lys going to falute his father, he 
was repulfed by him, who called him a mur¬ 
derer of his brethren, and a plotter of dcflruc- 
tion againlt himfelf, and told him that Varus 
fhould be his auditor and liis judge the very 
next day ; fo he found that what misfortune 
he now heard of was already upon him, with 
the greatneis of which he went away in con- 
fufion : upon which his mother and his wife 
met him (which wife was the daughter of An- 
tigonus, who was king of the Jews before He¬ 
rod) from whom he learned all circumllances 
which concerned him, and then prepared him¬ 
felf for his trial. 

x 3. On the next day, Varus and the king fat 
in judgment: and both their friends 
were alio called in, as alfo the king’s relations, 
with his filler Salome, and as many as could 
difeover any thing, and fuch as had been tor¬ 
tured ; and befides thefe, fome Haves of Anti¬ 
pater’s mother, who were taken up a little be¬ 
fore Antipatfer’s coming, and brought with 
them a written letter; the fum of which 
was this, That “ he fhould not come back, be- 
caufe all was come to his father’s knowledge; 
and that Cscfar was the only refuge he had left, 
to prevent both his and her delivery into his 
father’s hands.” Then did Antipater fall down 
at his father’s feet, and befought him, “ not to 
prejudge his caufe, but that he might be lirft 
heard by bis father, and that his father fhould 
keep himfelf unprejudiced:” So Herod ordered 
him to be brought into the midft, and then “ la¬ 
mented himfelf about his children, from whom 
he had fuffered fuch great misfortunes; and 
dSecStiie Antipater fell upon him in his old age. 
He alfo reckoned up what maintenance, and 
what education he had given them; and what 
feafonable fupplies of wealth he had afforded 
them, according to their own ddires; none of 
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which favours had hindered them from con¬ 
triving plots againll him, and fiom bringing 
his very life into danger, in order to gain his 
kingdom alter an impious manner, by taking 
away his life before the oourle of netuHg their 
father’s withes, or judicc required that king¬ 
dom fhould come to them ; and that he won¬ 
dered wlut hopes could elevate Antipmr to 
inch a pafs, as to he haiciy enough to attempt 
Inch things: that he had by his teiiamcn! in 
writing declared him his fuecelfor in the co- 
vernment, and while he was alive lie was in 
no refpcct inferior to him, either in his j|Juf- 
tiious dignity, or in power and authority, 
he having no Ids than fifty talents hr his 
j yearly income, and had received feu- Ills jour- 
! ney to Rome no fewer than thirty talents. 

■ lie alfo objected to him the calc of his brethren 
whom he had accufed ; and if they were guil¬ 
ty, he had imitated their example ; and if not, 

| he had brought him groundlds aee.u/aticns a- 
gainft Iris near relations; for that he had been 
acquainted with all thole things by him, and 
bv nobody cite, and had done what was done 
by his approbation, and whom he now Wi¬ 
ved from all that was criminal, by becoming 
the inheritor of the guilt of i'ucli their parricide*.” 

4. When Herod had thus fpoken, he fell 
j a-weeping, and was not able to fay any more; 
j but at his dehre, Nicolaus of Damafcus, being the 
king’s friend, and always converfant with him, 
and acquainted with whatsoever he did, and 
with the circumllances of his affairs, proceed¬ 
ed to what remained, and explained all that 
concerned the demonftrations, and evidences 
of the fadls. Upon which Antipater, in order 
to make his legal defence, turned himfelf to 
his father, and “ enlarged upon the many indi¬ 
cations he had given of his good-will to him ; 
and inftanced in the honours that had been 
done him, which yet had not been done, had 
he not delCrved them by his virtuous concern 
about him ; for that he had made provilion for 
every thing that was lit to Ire forcl'ecn before¬ 
hand, as to giving him his wiieft advice; anil 
vyhenever there was occafion for the labour cf 
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his own hands, he had not grudged any fuch 
pains for him. And that it was almoft im- 
poffibk that he, who had delivered his fa¬ 
ther froii'i fo many treacherous contrivances 
laid agiinft him, fhould be himfelf in a plot a- 
gainfl him, and to lol'c all the reputation lie 
had gained for his virtue, by his wiekednefs j 
which fucceeded it; and this while he had no- j 
thing to prohibit him, who was already ap- ! 
pointed his fucceffor, to enjoy the royal ho- ! 
nour with his father alfo at prefent; and that : 
there was no likelihood that a perfon, who had , 
the one lialf of that authority without any 
clanger, and with a good character, fhould hunt 
after the whole infamy and danger; and this 
when it was doubtful whether he could obtain 
it or not; and when he faw the lad example 
of his brethren before him, and was both the 
informer and the accufer againft them, at a time 
when they might not otherwife have been dif- 
covcred; nay, was the author of the punifli- 
inent inflicted on them, when it appeared evi¬ 
dently that they were guilty of a wicked at¬ 
tempt againft their father; and that even the 
contentions there were in the king’s family 
were indications that he had ever managed af¬ 
fairs out of the flncereft afie&ion to his father.' 
And as to what he had done at Rome, Cajfar 
was a witnefs thereto ; who yet was no more 
to be impofed upon than Clod himfelf; of 
whole ('pinions his letters fent hither are fuffi- 
e:cnt evidence: and that it was not reafonable 
to prefer the calumnies of luch as propofed 
to talk dillurhanccs, before thole letters; the 
gteateft part of which calumnies had been rai¬ 
led during his abfcnce, which gave feopc to his 
enemies to forge them, which they had not 
been able to do, if he had been there.” More* 
rmr, he /hewed the weaknefs of the evidence 
obtained by torture, which was commonly 
falfe ; heeaide the dillrefs men are in under fuch 
tenures naturally obliges them to* fay many 
filings in order to pleafe thole that govern 
them, He alfo offered himfelf to the torture. 

Hereupon there was a change obferved 
in the affembly, while they greatly pitied An- 
tipater, who, by weeping and putting on a 


countenance fuitable to his fad cafe, made them 
commifcrate the fame ; infomuch, that his very 
enemies were moved to compaffion ; and it ap¬ 
peared plainly that Herod himfelf was affedfted 
in his own mind, although he was not willing 
it fhould be taken notice of. Then did Nico¬ 
laus begin to profecute whatethe king had be¬ 
gun, and that with great bjtter nefs; and fum- 
med up all the evidence wlitTFi^arojcTfrom 'the 
tortures, or from the teftimonies. “ Fie prin¬ 
cipally and largely cried up the king’s virtue, 
which he had exhibited in the maintenance 
and education of his fons ; while he could ne¬ 
ver gain any advantage thereby, but ftill fell 
from one misfortune to another. Although 
he owned, that he was not fo much lurpriied 
; with that thoughtlefs behaviour of his former 
fons, who were but young, and were befides 
corrupted by wicked counfellors, who were the 
occafxons of their wiping out of their minds the 
j righteous dictates of nature ; and this out of a 
| delire of corning to the government fooner than 
they ought to do : yet that he could not Hct. 
juftly {land amazed at the horrid wicKednels of 
Antipater, who, although he had not only had 
great benefits bellowed on him by his father, 
enough to tame his reafon, yet could not he 
more tamed than the moll envenomed ferpents; 

: whereas even thofc creatures acquit of fome 
mitigation, and will not bite their benefactors, 
while Antipater hath not let the misfortunes of 
his brethren be any hirulerance to him, but he. 
hath gone on to imitate their barbai ity not- 
withftanding. Yet waft thou, O Antipater, 
(as thou halt thyfelf confeffed) the informer as 
j to what wicked actions they had done, and the 
j fearcherout of the evidence againft them, and 
! the author of the punifhment they underwent 
| upon their detection. Nor do we fay this as 
| aceuling thee for being fo zealous in thy anger 
againft them, but are aftonifhed at thy endea¬ 
vours to imitate their profligate behaviour; and 
j we difeover there 1 •’ ' ” 

i for the fafety of t 
tion of thy bretlu 
of their impiety. 


lover 
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lover of thy father, and mighteft thereby get 
thee power enough to do mifchief with the 
greateft impunity; which defign thy actions 
indeed demonftrate. It is true, thou tookeft 
thy brethren off, becaufe thou didft convict 
them of their wicked defigns ; but thou didft 
not yield up to juftice thofe who were their 
partners ; and, thereby didft make it evident to 
all men*,* that thou fnadeft a covenant with them 
againft thy father, when thou chofeft to be the 
accufer of thy brethren, as deiirous to gain to 
thyfelf alone this advantage of laying plots to 
kill thy father, and fo to enjoy double pleafure, 
which is truly worthy of thy evil difpofttion, 
which thou haft openly fhewn againft thy 
brethren ; on which account thou didft rejoice, 
as having done a moft famous exploit, nor was 
that behaviour unworthy of thee. But if thy 
intentions were olherwife, thou art worle than 
they ; while thou didft contrive to hide thy 
treachery againft thy father, thou diuft hate 
. v them, not as plotters againft thy father ; for in 
tffaJ ^afe t hou hadft not thylelf fallen upon the 
like crime! but as fucceffors of his dominions, 
and more worthy of that fucceftion than thyfelf. 
Thou wouldcft kill thy father after thy breth¬ 
ren, left thy lies railed againft them might be 
dete&ed ; and left thou fhouldeft fuffer what 
punifhment thou hadft deferved, thou hadft a 
mind to exaCt that punifhment of thy unhappy 
father, and didft devife fuch a fort of uncom¬ 
mon parricide as the world never yet lav/, 
'f or thou, who art his fon, didft not only lay a 
treacherous defign againft thy father, and didft 
it while he loved thee and had been thy bene¬ 
factor, had made thee in reality his partner in 
the kingdom, and had openly declared thee his 
fucceffbr ; while thou -waft not forbidden to 
tafte the fweetnefs of authority already, and 
hadft the firm hope of what was future by thy 
father’s determination, and the fecurity of a 
written tpft'unent. But for certain, thou didft 
thefe things according to thy fa- 
j difpofitje#; but according to thine 
»'^M*^ / 1nclinations ; and wall de- 
6 the part that remained away 
iruaa thy too indulgent father, and foughteft 
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to deftroy him with thy deeds, whom thou 
in words pretendedeft to preferve. Nor waif 
thou content to he wicked thyfelf, but thou 
hllcdft thy mother’s head with th}* - devices, 
and railed diflurbances among thy brethren, 
and hadft the boldncfs to call thv father a 

j 

wild bead ; while thou hadft thyfelf a mind 
more cruel than any ferpent, whence thou 
fendedft out that poifon among rhy neared 
kindred and greateft benefa&ors, and invitedft 
them to aftift thee and guard thee, and didft 
hedge thyfelf in on all fules by the artifices of 
both men and women, againft an old man ; al¬ 
though that mind of tlnnc was not fufticient of 
itlclf to fupport fo great an hatred as thou 
bareft to him. And here thou appeared after 
thetortmosof free-men, of domefties, of men 
and of women, which have been examined on 
thy account, and after the informations of thy 
fellow-confpirators, as making haftc to contra¬ 
dict the truth ; and haft thought of ways, not 
only how to take thy father out of the world, 
but to difannul that written law which is againft 
thee, and the virtue of Varus, and the na¬ 
ture of juftice ; nay, fuch is that impudence of 
thine on which thou confided:, that thou dc- 
fireft to he put to the torture thyfelf, while thou 
allcdgcfl, that the tortures of thof- already 
examined thereby have made them tell lies ; 
that thofe that have been the deliverers of thy 
father may not l>e allowed to have fpoken the 
truth ; but that thy tortures may be cftocmcd 
the difeoverers of truth. Wilt not thou, C) 
Varus, deliver the king from the injuries of his 
kindred ? Wilt not thou deftroy this wicked 
wild beaft, which hath pretended kindnefs to 
his father in order to deftroy his brethren; 
while yet he is himfelf alone ready to carry off 
the kingdom immediately, and appears to be 
the moft bloody butcher to him of them all ? 
For thou art fenfible, that parricide is a gene¬ 
ral injury both to nature and to common life ; 
j and that the intention of parricide is not in- 
j ferior to its perpetration; and lit who dots 
not punilh it, is injurious to natuie i;fdi.” 

6 . Nicolaus added farther uhat UJergeJ 

to 
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to Antipatcr’a mother, and whatfoever fhe had 
prattled like a woman; as all'o about the pre¬ 
dictions, and the laeriiices relating- to the king ; 
and whatfoever Antipatcr had done laicivioully 
in his cups and his amours among Fheroras's 
women •; the examination upon torture ; and 
whatfoever concerned the tcftimonics of the 
witnefi'es, which were many, and of various 
kinds ; fomc prepared belbre-hand, and others 
were iudden anfwers, which farther declared 
and confirmed the foregoing evidence. For 
thofe men who were not unacquainted with 
Antipater’s pradices, but had concealed them 
out of fear, when they law that he was cx- 
pofed to the accufations of the former witnef- 
i£s, and that his great good fortune, which had 
fupported him hitherto, had now evidently be¬ 
trayed him into the hands of his enemies, who 
were now infatiable in their hatred to him, 
told all they knew of him. And his ruin was 
now haftened, not fo much by the enmity" of 
thofe that were his aecufers, as by his grofs, 
and impudent, and wicked contrivances, and 
by his ill-will to his father and his brethren ; 
while he had filled their houfe with dilturbancc, 
and cauled them to murder one another ; and 
was neither fair in his hatred, nor kind in his 
friendfliip, but juft fo far as lerved his own 
•<urn. Now, there were a great number, who 
for a long time before-hand had feen all this, 
and efpceially inch as were naturally difpoled 
fo judge of matters by the rules of virtue, be¬ 
cause they were ufed to determine about a flairs 
without pnffion, but had been retrained from 
making any open complaints before ; thefc, up¬ 
on the leave now given them, produced all 
that they knew before the public. The de- 
monitrations aiib of thefe wicked fadts could 
noway be disproved; hecaufe the many wit- 
iidles there were did neither fpeak out of fa¬ 
vour to I-Jerod, nor were they obliged to keep 
what they had to fay lilent, out of fufpicion of 
any danger they were in ; but they fpake what 
they knew, hecaufe they thought that fuch ac¬ 
tions were wicked, and that Antipatcr deferred 
the greateil puniihment; and, indeed, rot fo 
much for Herod’s iafety, as on account of the 
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man’s own wickednefs. Many things were 
alfo laid, and thofe by a great number of per- 
fons, who were no way obliged to, fay them ; 
infonnich, that Antipatcr, who ufed generally 
to he very Ihrcwd in his lies and impudence, 
was not able to fay one word to the contrary. 
When Nicolaus had left off (peaking, and had 
produced the evidence, Varus bid Antipatcr to 
betake himfelf to the making his defence, if he 
had prepared any thing whereby it might ap¬ 
pear that he was not guilty of the crimes lie 
was accufed of; for that, as he was himfelf de- 
lirous, fo did he know, that his lather was in 
like manner deiirous alfo, to have him found 
entirely innocent. But Antipater fell down on 
his face, and appealed to God, and to all men, 
for tellimonials of his innocency, ddiring that 
God would declare, by fomc evident fignals, 
that he had not laid any plot againft his father. 
This being the ufual method of all men deiii- 
tute of virtue, that, when they let about any 
wicked undertakings, they fall to work accord¬ 
ing to their own inclinations, as if they Iwhew¬ 
ed that God was unconcerned in human af¬ 
fairs ; but when once they are found out, and 
are in danger of undergoing the puniihment 
due to their crimes, they endeavour to over¬ 
throw all the evidence againft them by appeal¬ 
ing to God ; which was the very thing which 
Antipater now did : for whereas he had done 
every thing as if there were no God in the 
world, when he was on all Tides diftreffed by 
jullice, and when he had no other advantage 
to expedt from any legal proofs, by which lie 
might difprovc the accufations laid againft him, 
he impudently abufed the majefty of God, and 
aferibed it to his power, that he had been pre- 
ferved hitherto ; and pfoduccd before them all 
what difficulties he had ever undergone in his 
bold adding for his father’s prefervation. 

7. bo when Varus, upon afking Antipatcr 
what; he had to fay for himfelf, found that he 
had nothing to fay beftdes his appeal to. <3otf> 
and faw that there was no end of that, he bid 
them bring the potion before the comt, that 
he might fee what virtue ftill remained in it; 

and 
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anil when ii was brought, and one that was I 
condemned to die had drunk it by Varus's 
command, Jie died preicntly. Then Varus 
got up, and departed out of the court, and 
went away the day following to Antioch, 
where his ufual rcfulenee was, becaufe that 
was the palace ©f the Syrians ; upon whicli 
Herod laid his fon in bonds. But what were 
Vanish difeourfes to Herod, was not known 1 
to the generality, and upon what words it was 
that he went away ; though it was alfo go- . 
nerally fuppoied, that whatfoever Herod did 
afterward about his fon was done with his ap- j 
probation. But, when Herod had bound his j 
fon, he lent letters to Rome to Collar about 
him, and inch melfengens withal as lhould, by 
word of mouth, inform C re far of Antipater’s 
viekedncls. Now, at this very time, there 
was feized a letter of Antiphilus, written to 
Anti pater out of Egypt (for he lived there) ; 
and, when it was opened by the king, it was 
found to contain what follows: u i have lent 
lhctr^,\erne’s letter, and hazarded my own life; 
for thou knowclt that I am in danger from , 
two families, if I be difeovered. I wilh thee 
good l'uccefs in thy affair.” Thefe were the 
contents of this letter ; but the king made en¬ 
quiry about the other letter alfo, for it did not 
appear; and Antiphilus’s Have, who brought j 
that letter which had been read, denied that j 
he had received the other. But, while the j 
king was in doubt about it, one of Herod’s 
friends, feeing a learn upon the inner coat of 
the Have, and a doubling of the cloth (for he 
had two coats on) he guelfed that the letter 
might be within that doubling; which accord¬ 
ingly proved to be true. So they took out the 
letter, and its contents were thefe : “ Acme to 
Antipater. I have written fuch a letter to thy 
father as thou defiredft me. I alfo have taken 
a copy, and fent it, as if it came from Salome 
to my lady [Livia] ; which when thou readcll, 

I ‘fcnow that Herod will punifh Salome, as 
plotting^ again ft him/' Now, this pretended 
letter biBafourn'to her lady was compofed by j 
Antipater, in the name of Salome as to its real J 
meaning, but in the words of Acme. The j 
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•otter was this : 14 Acme to king; I lei Oil. 1 
have clone my endeavour, that nothing that i> 
done againlt thee lhould be concealed from 
thee. So, upon my Imdmg a letter Or Salome 
written to mv lady aguintl thee, 1 nave writ¬ 
ten our a copy, and lent it thee, viili iu/irb 
to mylclf, but lor thy advantage. The teuton 
why ihe wrote it was tins, lb it the had a mind 
to be manied to Syileus. Do titon, thoictore., 
tear this letter to pieces, that I 111. ;v n >' come 
into danger of my Hie.” Now Acne had 
written to Antipater himlell, and informed 
him, that, in compliance with his command, 
flic had both bet fell' written to Herod, as if 
j Salome had laid a hidden plot entire'r again ft 
him, and had bedell' lent a cony oi an cpiflie, 
as coming from Salome to her lady. Now 
Acme was a Jew by birth, and a iervant to 
Julia, Crefar’s wife ; and did this out of her 
frienillhip for Antipatcr, as having been cor¬ 
rupted by him with a large pretent of none)-, 
to allift in his pernicious deligns again ft hie 
father and his aunt. 

8 . HirrtEut’ON Herod was fo amazed at the 
prodigious wickednefs of Antipatcr, that he was 
ready to have ordered him to be (lain immedi¬ 
ately, as a turbulent pet fon in the moll impor¬ 
tant concerns, and as one that had laid a plot 
not only again ft himftlf, but a gain ft his lifter 
alfo, and even corrupted C/dar’s own domef- 
tics. Salome alio provoked him to it, beating 
her hreaft, and bidding him kill her, if he could 
produce any credible teftimony that flic had 
adled in that manner. Herod alfo fetlt lor bis 
fon, and afkcd him about this matter, and hid 
him contradict it if he could, and not fupprefs 
any thing be had to fay for himfelf; and, when 
he had not one word to fiv, he aiked him, 
fince he was every way caught in his'viJInny, 
that he would make no farther delay, hut dil- 
cover his alTbciates in thefe his wicked deligns. 
So he laid all upon Antiphilus ; bur dilcnvered 
no body ellc. Hereupon Elerod was in fuch 
great grief, that he was ready to fend his fon to 
Rome to Caefar, there to give an account of 
thele his wicked contrivances. But he foon 
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became afraid, left he might there, by the af- 
iiltance of his friends, efcape the danger he was 
in : fo he kept him hound as before, and feat 
more ambaftadors and letters [to Rome] to ac- 
cufe his fon, and an account what atiiftauce 
Acme had given him in his wicked deligns, 
with copies of the epillles before-mentioned. 

C II A V. VI. 

Cun re ruing the Difcnft: that Her >d fell into, and 

l hr Sedition which the Jews raifed thereupon • 

with the Punijhmcnt of the Seditious. 

§ i.pK f OW Herod’s ambaftadors madchafte 
X_ xj to Rome ; hut went as iultrucled 
before-hand what aufwers they were to make 
to the quel lions put to them. They alio car¬ 
ried the epillles with them. But Herod now 
fell into a diftemper, and made his will, and 
bequeathed his kingdom to [Antipas] his young- 
eft Jon ; and this out of that hatred to Arche- 
laus and Philip, wddeli the calumnies of Anti¬ 
pater had railed ngainft them. He alfo be¬ 
queathed a thou find talents to Cwl’ar, and five 
hundred to Julia, Ca:far’s wife, to Cwfar’s chil¬ 
dren, and friends, and freed-men. He alfo 
diftributed among his fon- and their ions, his 
money, Iris revenues, and Iris lands. He alfo 
made Salome his idler very rich, hccani'e ihe 
an! continued faithful to him in all his circum- 
t Unices, and was never lo ratli as to do him 
any harm : and as he dh} aired ol recovering, 
tor he was al'.out the feveutkth year of Ids age, 
he crew heme, and indulged the hittereft anger 
upon all occai.mr*. ; the caufe whereof was this, 
that he thought bimldf defpifed, and that the 
nation was pleated with his misfortunes ; hcfidcs 
which, he relented a Icdttion which ionic of 
tb.e Sower lort of men excited againft him, the 
occ.dion of which was as follows. 

•2. l'n fat e was one Judas, the fon of Sari- 
phetts, and Matthias, the*ion of Margalothus, 
two of the moil eloquent men among the Jews, 
knd the moil celebrated interpreters of the [cw- 

* That the making imagfs, without an iurertica to 


i ilh laws, and men well-beloved by the people, 

| bccaufc of their education of their youth ; for 
i all thofe that were ftudious of virtue frequented 
their lectures every day. Thefe men, when 
they found that the king’s diftemper was in¬ 
curable, excited the young men that they 
would pull down all thofe works which the 
king had creeled contrary to the law of their 
fathers, and thereby obtain the rewards which 
i the lav,' will confer on them for fuch adieus 
of piety ; for that it was truly on account of 
j Herod’s rafhncfs in making fuch things as the 
| law had forbidden, that his other misfortunes, 
j and this diftemper alfo, which was fo uruifua! 
among mankind, and with which he was now 
afllidlcd, came upon him • for Herod had can- 
lj led fuch things to be made, which were con¬ 


trary to the law, of which he was aecuicd by 


J Judas and Matthias ; for the king had creeled 


: over the great gate of the temple a large golden 
j eagle, of great value, and had dedicated it to- 
I the temple. Now the law forbids thole, that 
propofe to live according to it, to ere£t ulla¬ 
ges * or representations of any living creature. 
So thefe wife men perfmded [their fcholars J 
to pull down the golden eagle ; alledging. 
That “ although they Ihould incur any danger, 
which might bring them to their deaths, the 
I virtue of the adtion, now propoied to them, 
j would appear much more advantageous to 
! them than the pleafures of life ; lince the}' 
would die for the prefervation and ohfervation 
of the law of their fathers ; lince they would 
! alfo acquire an everlafting fame and commcn- 
! dation ; fince they would he both commended 
| by the prefent generation, and leave an txam- 
j pie of life that would never be forgotten to 
I pofterity ; fmee that common calamity of dyir-g 
cannot he avoided by our living fo as to efcape 
! any fuch dangers ; that therefore it is a right 
j thing for thofe, who are in love with a virtuous 
conduit, to wait for that fatal hour by fuch a 
behaviour as may carry them out of the world 
with praife and honour; and that tills will al¬ 
leviate 

worlhip diem, was not unlawful to the Jews, ice the note 
1 cn Ajitiq. B. VIII. ch. vii. <> 5 . . 
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leviate death to a great degree, thus to come Chid, and which he wrote and left behind him, 
at it by the performance of brave actions, more worthy of oblervation than thy com- 
whieh bring us into danger of it; and at the mauds. Accordingly, we will undergo death, 
lame time to leave that reputation behind them and all forts of pimithment which "thou canft 
to their children, and to all their relations, 1 inflict upon us, with plcai’ure, lince'vve are 
whether they be‘men or women, which will .! conicious to ourlelvcs that we Shall die, not tbr 
he of great advantage to them afterward,” , any unrighteous actions, but for our love to 
g. And with fitch dil’courfes as this did religion.” And thus they all laid, and their 
.tlicfe men excite the young men to this action ; courage was ftill equal to their proicllion, and <_■• 
and a report being come to them that the king : cjual to that with which they readily let about 
was dead, this was an addition to the wile 1 this undertaking. And when t he king had or- 
mens perfuaiions ; fo, in the very middle of tiered them to be bound, he lent them to Je 
the clay, they got upon the place, they pulled richo, and called together the principal men 
down the eagle, and cut it to pieces with axes, i among the Jews ; and when they were conn, 
while a great number of people were in the he made them aflcmhle in the theatre, and bc- 
tempie. And now the king’s captain, upon caufe he could not himlelf Hand, he lay upon, 
hearing what the undertaking was, and fuppof- j a couch, and “enumerated the many labours 
Log it was a thing of a higher nature than it j that he had long endured on their account, and 
proved to be, came up thither, having a great ! his building of the temple, and what a raft 
hand of loklicrs with him, Inch as was iullicicnt i charge that was to him ; while the Afamo- 
to put a Hop to the multitude of thole who | neans, during the hundred twenty-live years- 
milled down what was dedicated to God : fo , of their government, had not been able to per- 
he"fd! upon them unexpectedly, ancf as they j. form any fo great a work for the honour of 
were upon this bold attempt, in a foolifh pre- | God as tliat was: that he had alfo adorned it 
fumption, rather than a cautious circumfpec- j! with very valuable donations ; on which ac¬ 
tion, as is ulual with the multitude, and while j count he hoped that L s e had left himfelf a me- 
they were in difordcr, and incautious of what t mortal, and procured himfelf a reputation af- 
was for their advantage ; fo lie caught no few- d ter his death. He then, cried our, that theft: 
cr than forty of the young men, who had the ,! men had not abftained f rom affronting him, 
courage to Hay behind when the reft ran away, j; even in his life-time, but that in the very day- 
together with the authors of this bold attempt, i! time, and in the light of the multitude, thev 
judas, and Matthias, who thought it an igno- |j had abided him to that degree, as to fall upon 
minions thing to retire upon his approach, and j what he had dedicated, and in tliat way of a- 
led them to the king. And when they were i bide had pulled it down to •the ground. They 
come to the king, and he afked them, if they J pretended indeed that they did it to affront him;, 
bad been fo bold as to pull down what he had 
dedicated to God ? “ Yes, laid they, what was 
contrived we contrived, and what hath been 
performed we performed it, and that with inch 

a virtuous courage as becomes men ; for we , wetr; itutjtu ^ iu ici itn ji.ui nw 

have given our afliftancc to thofe things which |j fo cruel as to in flirt punilhment on them, 
were dedicated to thofe things which were dc- || faid, what was done was done without their 
cheated to the majefty of God, and we have approbation, and that it feemed to them that 
provided for what wc have learned by hearing 1 the art m, might well be punifhed for what 
the law j and" it ought not to be wondered at, j they had done.” Tut as for Herod, he dealt 
if we eftcern thofe laws which Moles had |[ more mildly with others [of the aflembly] ; 
fuggelled to him, st:d were taught him by j] t'tg 


! but if any one eonlider the thing fndv, they 
will find, that they were guilty of lacrilege a- 
(tain ft Clod therein.” 

O 

4. But the people, on a: count of Herod’s 

I K-irKov/uin <-» i \ / l 4nv j.m v 1 i /•» I'O 
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,* 

but Tie deprived Matthias of the high prieft- had alfo convulfions in all parts of his body, 
hood, ns in part an oeeafion of this adtion, which iocreafed his ftrength to an infufferabie 
and made joazar, who was Matthias's wife’s degree. It was laid by thofe who pretended to 


brother, high prieft in his Head. Now it hap¬ 
pened, that during the time of the high prleft- 
hood of tins Matthias, there was another per- i 
ton made high prieft lor a fmgle day, that very I 
day which the Jews ohferve as a fa ft. The oc- ; 
radon was this : This Matthias the high prieft, 
on the night before that day when the fail was J 


j (Mine, and who were endued witii wifdom to 
foretel Inch things, that God inflidted this pnn- 
ifhment on the king on aefcount of his great 
impiety ; yet was he ftill in hopes of recover- 
ing, though his afflictions feemed greater than 
any one could bear. He alfo fent for phy- 
licians, and did not refufe to follow what they 


to he celebrated, feemed, in a * dream, to have j preicribcd for his affiftance, and went be- 
eonverfation with his wife; and bccaufe he could ! yond the river Jordan, and bathed himfelfin 
not officiate himlelf on that account, Jofeph, ; the warm baths that were at Callirrhoe, which, 
the fan of Eilemus, his kinlinan, affifted him in : betides their other general virtues, were alfo fi- 
that facred office. Tint Herod deprived this ^ to drink ; which water runs into the lake calkd 
Matthias of the high priefthood, and burnt the J slfphaltit'is. And when the phyficians once 
other Matthias who had railed the fedition, i thought fit to have him bathed in a veil'd fit! 1 
with his companions, alive. And that very ( of oil, it was fuppofed that he was juft dying; 
night there was an eelipfe of the moon, f j but, upon the lamentable cries of his domcftics, 

p But now Herod’s diftemper greatly in- 1 he revived ; and having no longer the leak 
creafcd upon him after a fevere manner, and ; hopes of recovering, he gave order that cverv 
this by God’!', judgment upon him for his fins ; j foldier fhould be paid fifty drachmae ; and lu-. 
for a tire glowed in him llowly, which did not jj alfo gavCfa great deal to their commarnlers.j-.imd 
u) much appear to the touch outwardly, as it 
augmented his pains inwardly : for it brought 
upon him a vehement appetite to eating, which 
.he could not avoid to fupply with one fort of near his death, he contrived the following wick- 
food or other. His entrails were alfo exulcer- ed deligns. He commanded that all the prin- 
.iur.l, acid the chief violence of his pain lay in cipal men of the entire Jewifh nation, where- 
kk. in,Ion ; an aqueous and tranfparent liquor foever they lived, fhould be called to him. 
alfo lud fettled ii left' about his feet, and a like Accordingly, they were a great number that 
matter afflicted him at the bottom of his belly, came, becaufe the whole nation was called, 
\av, f, Other, his privy. member was putrified, and all men heard of this call, and death was 
mu produced worms *, and when lie fat upright, the penalty of fuch as fhould defpife the epiftleo 
he had a. dilikuiiy of breathing, which was that were lent to call them. And now the 
very lo.it Mome, on account of the bench of his king was in a wild rage againft them all, the 
breath, and the quicknefs of its returns : he' in- 

‘ T!ii r f.uh, to t <nc Joii-ph was made high prieft for ported by better evidence, much lefs when contradicted 
, on o ■t.nvi of the action here fpeciiud, tlrat ! thereby, feeni to me of weight enough to deferve that fo 

it Marifi.is, the re tl high prieft, in his lieep, the night | great a man as Roland fliouid fpend his time in endeavours 
fee.foil* the great day of expiation, is attefted to both in : at their vindication. 

/lie a:id Talmud, as I)r Iludfon here informs us. j f This eelipfe of the moon (which is the only eelipfe 

.'..id ind -e 1, I'mm this fact, thus folly -.melted, we may of either of the luminaries mentioned by our JnfepJnis in 
r-mfiitc- th " pretend,, d rule in the Talmud hine mention- I any of his writings) is of the greatefl cowfeqaeme for the 
<-i I, .j.id ende-tvorred to be e.mtfcd hy Rebind, that the j determination of the time for the death of Herod and An- 
.high piiett was not loitered to flrep the night before that tipater, and for the birth and entire chidnofogy mf Jehu, 
< feat d iv of expiation ; which watching would jfurcly ra- Chrift. It happened March 13th, in the year of the Julian 
•her uniit him (or the many important duties he was to period 4710, and the’ 4th year before the Chriflian sent, 
yet form on that foie mu d.tv, than difpofe hint duly to per- bee Us calculation by the rules of Allrotiomy, at the end of 
Min - hem. Nor do fuehTalnuidic.il ruler, when unfup- the Agronomical Lccluve^JJdj^. fiat, page 451,^e2. 


to his friends, and came again- to Jericho, where 
he grew fo choleric, that it brought him to do 
all tilings like a mad-man ; and though he were 
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innocent as well as thofe that had afforded 
ground for accufations; and when thev were 
come, he ordered them to be all ihut tij> in the 
hippodrnine,* and lent for his filler Salome, 
and her huihand Alexis, and Ipake thus to 
•hem : “ 1 lhall die in a little time, lo great 
arc in)' pains; which death ought to he cheer¬ 
fully borne, and to he welcomed by all men ; 
but what principally troubles me is this, that 
I lhall die without being lamented, and with¬ 
out fuch mourning as men uiually expect! at a 
king's death, for that he was not unacquaint¬ 
ed with the temper of the Jews, that his death 
would be a thing very defirahle, and cxcecding- 
iv accept dole to them ; bceauie during his life¬ 
time they were ready to revolt from him, and 
to abide the donations lie had dedicated to 
i. hui : that it therefore was their Imlmels to re¬ 
solve to ..fiord him iome alleviation of hisgtem 
do: rows on this oecalion ; for that if they do. 
not refine him their confent in what he dciwvs, 
he ihall have a great mourning at his funeral, 
fuch as never any king had before bun ; 
hr then the whole nation would mourn from 
their very foul, which otherwife would be done 
in Iport and mockery only, l ie dclircd there¬ 
fore, that, as footi as they fee he hath given 
Op the ghofl, they fhall place foklicrs round 
the hippodrome, while they do not know that 
iie is dead ; and that they fhall not declare his 
death to the multitude till this is done; but 
that they fhall give orders to have thofe that 
are there in cufiodv flint with their darts; and 
that this daughter of them all will caufe that 
he fhall not mil's to rejoice on a double account. 
That, as lie is thing, they will make him h> 
cure, that his will fhall he executed in what he 
charges <Tem to do ; and that he fhall have 
the honour of a memorable mourning at bis 
funeral. So he deplored bis condition, with 
tears in his ever, and oblclled them by the 
kindiief- due f rom them as of his kindred, and 
by the faith they owed lo Clod, and begged 
of them that thev would not hinder lum of 
this honourable mourning at Id: • moral.” So 
t.'icy promifed him not to tranfgrefs Ins com¬ 
mands. 
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o. Now any one may oatily di(cover the 
tciii'ier of tins man’s mind, which not only 
j took plralure in doing what he had done Ibr- 
I ltierly aguinfl his relations, out oi the love of 
I life, hut iiy thoic comm,intis oi his will'll id 
j inured of no humanitv ; Imre he tefok ■. jo , 
j when he was departing out of this life, that the 
! whole nation fhould be put into mourning, 
land indeed made dclol iUm ■! t'oeir dealt*;! kin- 
j dred, when be give order, tint one out of 
every family fhould be flam, ahhough they 
j had done nothing that was in,gill, ot dial was 
j againfl film, nor weie they ,teethed of any 
j other a imes ; while it is ulud for thofe who 
have anv regard to virtue, to lay afide. their 
hatred at fuch a time, even with raped to 
thofe they piflly eflecmcd th.eir enemies. 


j c ii a r. vn. 

//ore ,/has Tbwghts r,f h.iur’j piniielf ■<"/’/// his 
(,ivn Hand: anda hilU a/L r;vjr t /s he .a ders 
! stall paler In />• flauu 

\ 

§ i. \ S he tea , giving tiiete commands b> 
JL~\. his relations, there came letters fio-tu 
his amhafladors, who ii.td been iuit to Rome 
P unto (h'far, which, when they weie lead, tlicit 
I jmrpoit was this: That Acme was {lain bv 
(kdur, out of his indignation at what hand fhe 
had in Antipater's w icked practices : and that 
: as to Antipaur Ir.mfelf, Cad.tr left it to Herod 
to acf as became a father and a king, and either 
to b.mifh him, • r takeaway his life, which he 
plea fed.” When I lerod heard thii, he was 
I fomewhat better, out of the pleafure he had 
from the contents oi the ielt.is, and was cleva- 
j ted at the death of Acme, and at the power 
that was given him oc< r his foil; but as bis 
pains were become in t ptvat, be was now 
ready to faint for want <f Cmew hut to eat ; lo 
J he called for an apple, and a knits ; for it was 
his cnflom ionruvv to j... re the apple himfelf, 
and foon afterwards to cut it, and cat it. When 
he had got the knife he looked about, and bad 
a mind to Hub himfelf with it; and he had 

done 


N 


A place for the lwrfe-ravcs. 
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clone if, had not his firft eoufm Achiabus pre- ; 
vented him, and held his hand, and cried out | 
loudly. Whereupon a woeful lamentation echo- 1 
ed through tire palace, and a great tumult was 
made, as if the king were dead. Upon which 
Antipatef, who verily believed his father was 
deceafcd, grew bold in his difcourfe, as hoping 
to be immediately and entirely releafed from 
his bonds, and to take the kingdom into his 
hands, without any more a-do; fo he difcourl- 
ed with the jailor about letting him go, and in 
that cafe promifed him great things, both now 
and hereafter, as if that were the only thing 
now in queftion. But the jailor did not only 
reftife to do what Autipatcr would have him, 
but informed the king of his intentions, and 
how many felicitations he had had from him 
[of that nature]. Hereupon Herod, who had 
formerly no affe&ion nor good-will towards his 
ion to refrain him, when he heard what the 
jailor faid, he cried out, and beat his head, al¬ 
though he was at death’s door, and railed him- 
ielf„upon his elbow, and lent for feme of his 
guards, and commanded them to kill Antipater 
without any farther delay, and to do it prefent- 
ly, and to bury him in an ignoble manner at 
Hyrcania. 


CHAP VIII. 

Concerning Herod's Death , and Bejhiment, and 
Burial. 

A N D now Herod altered his teftament up¬ 
on ihc alteration of his mind ; for he 
appointed Antipas, to whom he had before left 
the kingdom, to he tetrarch of Galilee and Pe¬ 
rea, and granted the kingdom to Archelaus. 
He alfe gave Gaulonitis, and Trachonitis, and 

* When it is here faid, that Philip the tetrarch, and 
Aithdaus, the king or ethnarth, were addphot gnr/iot, or 
gi nw rtt- btoilu j, if thofe words mean own brothers , or horn 
ol the fame father and mother, there mutt be here fome 
millake, beeauic they had indeed the fame father, Herod, 
hut difreient mothers-, the former Cleopatra, and Arche¬ 
laus Mahhacc. They were indeed brought up together 
privately at Rome like own brothers 5 and Philip was 
j\u.heLu J ’s deputy when he went to have his kingdom 


OF THE JEW S. Book XVIL 

Paneas to Philip, ,wh>o was ; his fen, but own 
brother * to Archelaus^.by the name of a te- 
trarchy; and bequeathed jamnia, and Alhdod, 
and Phafaelis, to Salome his filter,' with five 
hundred thoufarid [drachmae] of filverthat was 
coined. He alfo made provifion for all the relt 
of his kindred, by giving them lums of money 
and annual revenues, and fo left them all in a 
wealthy condition. He bequeathed alfo to 
C.cfar ten millions [of drachmae] of coined 
money, befides both veffels of gold and filver, 
and garments exceeding coflly, to Julia, Cx- 
far’s wife; and to certain others, five millions. 
When he had done thefe things, he died, the 
fifth day after he had caufed Antipater to he 
flain; having reigned, fince he had procured 
Antigonus f to be flain, thirty-four years; hut 
fince he had been declared king by the Romans, 
thirty-feven. A man he was of great barbarity 
towards all men equally, and a Have lo his pal- 
lion ; but above the confideratlon of what was 
right: yet was he favoured by fortune as much 
as any man ever was, for from a private vac ff 
he became a king; and though he were en- 
compaffed with ten thoufand dangers, he got 
clear of them all, and continued his life till a 
very old age. But then, as to the affairs of his 
family and children, in which indeed, accord¬ 
ing to his own opinion, he was alfo very for¬ 
tunate, becaufe he was able to conquer his ene¬ 
mies ; yet, in my opinion, he was herein very 
unfortunate. 

2. But then Salome and Alexis, before the 
king’s death was made known, difmiffed thofe 
that were Ihut up in the hippodrome, and told 
them, that the king ordered them to go away 
to their own lands, and take care of their own 
affafes, which was efteemed by the nation a 

great 

confirmed to him at Rome', chap, ix. § 3. and Of the 
War, B. II. chap. ii. § 1 . which intimacy is, perhaps, all 
that jofephus, intertded by the word.s before us. 

f Thefe numbers of years for Herod’s reign, $ an d 
37, are the very fame with thole Of the War, B. 1 . 
ch. xxxiii. § 8. and are among the principal -djtonolo- 
gical characters belonging to the reign or death of He¬ 
rod, Sec Harm., of the Eyang. p. 150,—pry., 
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great benefit. And now the king’s death was 
made public, when Salome and Alexis gather¬ 
ed the ioldiery together in the amphitheatre at 
Jericho : and the firft thing they did was, they 
read Herod’s letter, written to the loldiery, 
thanking them for their* fidelity and good-will 
to him, and exit or ting them to alFord his foil 
Archelaus, whom - he had appointed for their 
king, like fidelity and good-will. After which 
l’tolemy, who had the king’s feal intrufted 
to him, read the king’s teftament, which 
was to he of force no otherwife than as it 
Jhould hand when Caefar had inlpedted it: lo 
there was prefently an acclamation made to Ar¬ 
chelaus, as king; and the foldiers came by 
bands, and their commanders with them, and 
promifed the fame good-will to him, and rea- 
dinefs to ferve him, which they had exhibited 
to Herod ; and they prayed God to he affiftant 
to him. 

3. After this was over, they prepared for 
his funeral, it being Archelaus’s care that the 
pi eceffion to his father’s fepulchre fiaould be very 
fumptuous. Accordingly he brought out all 
his ornaments to adorn the pomp of the funeral. 
The body was carried upon a golden bier, em¬ 
broidered with very precious ftones of great va¬ 
riety, and it was covered over with purple, as 
well as the body itfelf: he had a diadem upon 
his head, and above it a crown of gold ; he alio 
had a icepter in his right hand. About the 
bier were his fons and his numerous relations ; 
next to thefe was the foldiery, diftinguifired ac¬ 
cording to their feveral countries and denerni- j 
nations ; and they were put into the following I 
order: Firft of all went his guards; then the I 
band of Thracians ; and.after them the Ger- j 
mans ; and next the band of Galatians, every j 
one in their habiliments of war; and behind , 
thefe marched the whole army in the ft me j 
manner as they ufed to go out to war, and as 
they ufed to be put in-array by their rauRcr- 
mafters and centurions; thefe were followed by 
five hundred- of his domeltics, carrying Iptces. 

ft* 

ft 

* At eight Jladla or furlongs a-day, as here, Herod’s 
"•funeral, conduced to Herodium (which lav at the dii- 
tanec from Jr.icho, where he died, cf 200 Jladia or fur- 
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So they went eight furlongs * to Herodium ; 
ior there, by his own command, he was to be- 
buiied. And thus did Herod end his life. 

4. Now Archelaus paid him lo much re- 
fpeot, as to continue his mourning till tin 
leventh day; for fo many tinys are appointed 
for it by the law of our fathers. And when 
he had given a treat to the multitude, and left 
off his mourning, he went up into the temple ; 
he had alfo acclamations and praiies given him 
which way loever he went, every one ilriving 
witli the reft who iKould appear to tile til: 
loudefl acclamations. So he afeended an high 
elevation made for him, and tool: his feat in a 
throne made of gold, and fpakc kindly to the 
multitude, and declared, “ with what joy he 
received their acclamations, and the marks of. 
the good-will they Ihewed to him ; and return¬ 
ed them thanks that they did not remember 
the injuries his father hail done them, to his 
difadvantage; and promifed them he would 
endeavour not to be behind-hand with them 
in rewarding their alacrity in his fervice, after 
a fuitable manner: but that he fhould abftain 
at prefent from the name of king, and that he 
fhould have the honour of that dignity, if Gr- 
lar fhould confirm and fettle that teftament 
which his father had made ; and that it was on 
this account, that when the army would have 
put the diadem on him at Jericho, he would 
not accept of that honour, which is ufually lb 
'much defired, bccaufe it was not yet evident, 
that he who was to be principally concerned 
in bellowing it would give it him ; although, 
by his acceptance of the government, he fhould 
not want the ability of rewarding their kvnd- 
nefs to him : and that it fhould be his endea¬ 
vour, as to all things wherein they were con¬ 
cerned, to p-oyc, in every refpekt, better than 
bis father,” Whereupon the multitude, as it is 
ufual with them, fuppofe that the Iirft days of 
thole that enter upon Inch governments declare 
the intentions of thole that accept them; and 

lo 

longs; Of the War, R. I. cli. xxxiii. § q. nu.lt fu\e u 
ken up r.o left than twenty-five days. 
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fo !>y how much Archelaus fpnkc the more he propofcd to himfelf to go to Rome immedi- 
gently and < ivilly to them, hv fo much did ately, to look after Csefar’s determination about 
they more highly commend him, and made him. However, he fent the general of his 
application* to him for the grant of what they J lorces to tile perfuafions, and to tell them, that 
deli red. ' Some made a clamour that he would ! the death which was inflidcd on their friends 


code them* of fume of their annual payments ; 
but others defined him to releale thofe that 
were put into prifon by Herod, who were ma¬ 
ny, and had been put there at icveral times; 
others of them required that he would take 
away thole taxes which had been (escrely laid 
upon what was publicly fold and bought. So 
Arehclaus contradicted them in nothing, fince 
he pretended to do all things fo as to get the 
good-will of the multitude to him, as looking 
upon that good-will to he a great lien towards 
his prefer vafum of the government. Hereupon 
he went and offered facrihce to God, and then 
betook himfelf to feafl with his friends. 

c: n a r. ix. 

/Arc the People raifd a Sedition againjl Archc- 
Lms, and how he failed to Rome. 

§ i. A T this time alfo it was, that fomc of 
d'\. the Jews got together out of a de- 

I ire of innovation. They lamented Matthias, 
and thofe that were ilain with him hv Ilerod, 
who had not any red peel paid them by a fu¬ 
nd ul mourning, out of the hear men were in | 
of that man ; they were thofe who had been ji 
condemned for puking down tire golden eagle, j 
'The peop'v made a great cl tmour and lamcnta- ! 
lion hereupon, and call out fume reproaches i 
■wind the king alio, a,- if that tended to alleviate ! 
the milencs of the dcecaled. Thefe people af- 

■ anhled together, and defircd of Archelaus, 

II rat, in way of revenge on their account, he ' 
'■••oiiid in flirt punilhment on thofe who had 1 
] cen honoured by i ierod ; and that, in the 
mil am! principal place, he would deprive that 
high pi’u ii whom I It rod had made, and would 
G’ofc one more agreeable to the law, and of 
•;ge,, pur’.'w, to ohiciate as high prjefh This 
was , ■ j lied hv Arched ms, although he was j 

h:i. / offended at their importunity, bccaufe 


| was according to the law ; a-nd to reprefent to 
them, that their petitions ahgut thefe tilings 
I were carried to a great height of injury to him , 
that the time was not now proper for fuch 
petitions, but required their unanimity til! fuch 
| time as be ibould be eflablifhcd in the govern¬ 
ment by the confent of Cadar, and fhpuid then 
be come back to them ; for that he would then 
confult with‘them in common concerning the 
purport of their petitions, hut that tliev ought 
at prelent to he quiet, left they fhould Gem fe- 
ditious perfons. 

2. So when the king had fugccflcd thefe 
things, and inilruffed his general in what 1 c 
was to fay, he lent him away to the people ; 
Hut they made a clamour, and would not give 
him ieave to fpeak, and put him in danger of 
his life, and as many more as were defirous to 
venture upon faying openly any thing which 
might reduce them to a fober mind, and pre¬ 
vent their going on in their prefent courfcs ; bc¬ 
caufe they had more concern to have all their 
own wills performed, than to yield obedience 
to their governors ; thinking it to be a thing 
infufferahle, that, while Idcrod was alive, they 
ihould lofc thofe that were the moll dear to 
them, and that when he was dead, they could 
not get the adors to be punifhed. So they 
went on with their defigns after a violent man¬ 
ner, and thought all to be lawful and right 
which tended to pleafe them, and l>eing unfkil- 
lul in fortdecing what dangers they incurred ; 
and when they had fufpicion of fuch a tiling, 
yet did the prefent pleafure they took in the 
punifhment of thofe they deemed their ene¬ 
mies ovenveigh all fuch confiderations; and, 
although Archelaus fent many to fpeak to them, 
yet they treated them not as meiTenge; fent 
by him, hut as perfons that came of their - wn 
accord to mitigate their anger, and woufd not 
let one of than fpeak. The fedilion abb we? 

mad.. 
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made by iuch as were in a great paflion; and 
it was evident that they were proceeding far¬ 
ther in fejditioiis practices, by the multitude 
running fo faft unto them. 

3. Now upon the approach of that feafl: of 
unleavened bread, which the law of their fa¬ 
thers had appointed for the Jews at this time, 
which feafl is called the paffover, f and is a 
memorial of their deliverance out of Egypt 
(when they offer facrifices with great alacrity, 
and when they arc required to flay more fa¬ 
crifices in number than at any other feftival; 
and when an innumerable multitude came 
thither out of the country, nay, from beyond 
its limits alfo, in order to worlhip God ;) the 
feditious 1 oriented Judas and Matthias, thofe 
teachers of the laws, and kept together in the 
t ample, and had plenty of food, becaufe tliefc 
Seditious perfons were not afhamed to heg it. 
And as Archclaus was afraid left fome terrible ! 
thing fliould fpring up by means of thefe mens 
tnadneis, he font a regiment of armed men, j 
and with them a captain of a thouland, to fup- j 
prets the violent efforts of the feditious, before 
the whole multitude fliould be infected with 
the like madnefs; and gave them this charge, 
that if they found any much more openly fedi- j, 
tious than others, and more bufy in tumultuous ' 
practices, they fliould bring them to him. But | 
thofe that were feditious on account of thofe 
teachers of the law, irritated the people by the 
noife and clamour they ufed to encourage the . 
people VQjdieir deligns ; fo they made an affault 
upon the foldiers, and came tip to them, and ! 
floned thegreatefl part of them, although fome [ 
of them ran away wounded, and their captain 
among them.; and when they had thus done, 
they returned to the facrifices which were al- j 
ready in their harids. Now Archelaus thought 
there was no way to preferve the entire govern- 
bnent but by cutting off thofe who made this 
attempt upon it; fo he lent out the whole 
army upon them, and fent the horfemen to 
prevent thofe that had the’f tents without the 
temple, from afliffing thofe that were within 

Nr This paffover, when the fedition here mentioned was J ; 


the temple, and to kill fuch as ran away from 
jj the footmen, when they thought thcmfelves 
1 our of danger; which horlcmui flew three 
ij thouland men, while the roll went to the 
j neighbouring mountains. Then did Arc.be!a - 
I us order proclamation to be mule to them all, 

! that they ihonld return to their own. homes; 

I Id they went away, and left the fellivd out of 
! fear of fomewhat world which would follow, 

| although they had been lo bold, by rcafou of 
their want of inilrudion. So Archclaus went 
down to the fea with his mother, and took 
with him Nicolaus and Ptolemy, and many 
others of his friends, and left Philip hK !>; other a-, 
governor of all things belonging both to In, own 
family and to the public. There went out alio 
with him Salome, Herod's filler, who took 
with her her children, and many of her kin¬ 
dred were with her ; which kindred of hers 
went, as they pretended, to alibi Archclaus in 
gaining the kingdom, but in reality to oppofc 
him, and chiefly to make loud complaints of 
what he had done in the temple. But Sabi- 
nus, Caclar’s fie ward for Sytian affairs, as he 
was making liafle into Judea to preferve lie- 
rod’s effects, met with Archclaus at Gafhrea , 
but Varus [prefident of S) rioj came at that 
time, and reftrained him from meddling with 
them, for he was there as fent for by Arehch- 
us, by the means of Ptolemy. And Sab’um% 
Out of regard to Varus, did neither fei/e upon 
any of the cables that were among the Jews, 
Uor did he leal up the treafure in them, bur 
permitted Archelaus to have them, midi Ckelar 
fliould declare his refolution about them ; lb 
that, upon this his promife, he t.uricd lid! at 
Ccefarea. But after Archelaus was failed for 
Rome, and Varus was removed to Antioch, 
Sabinus went to Jerufalem, and feired on the 
kingbs palace : he alfo fent for the keepers o', 
the'g'arrifons, and for all thofe that l»d the 
charge of Herod’s effects, and declared publicly, 
that he fliould require them to give ati accou; t 
of what they had, and he difpofed of the callle . 

iu 

moved againfl Archelaus, was rot one, bur thirteen, 
months after the eclipfe of the moon already menticnid. 
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\n the manner he pleafed ; but thofe who kept 
them did not neglect what Archelaus had given 
them in command, but continued to keep all 
things in *the manner that had been enjoined 
them : and their pretence was, that they kept 
them all for Caefar, 

4. At the fame time alfo did Antipas, an¬ 
other of Herod’s ions, fail to Rome, in order 
to gain the government; being buoyed up by 
Salome with protnifes, that he Ihould take that 
government; and that he was a much hondler 
and litter man than Archelaus for that authority, j 
fiuce Herod had, in his former tefhment, deem¬ 
ed him the vvorthieft to he made king, which 
ought to he efteemed more valid than his latter 
tellamcnt. Antipas alfo brought with him his 
mother, and Ptolemy, the brother of Nicolaus, 
one that had been Herod’s moft honoured 
friend, and was now zealous for Antipas: but 
it was Ircneus the orator, and one who, on ac¬ 
count of his reputation for lagacity, was in¬ 
ti lifted with the affairs-of the kingdom, who 
tnoft of all encouraged him to attempt to gain 
the kingdom; by whofe means- it was, that 
when fome advifed him to yield to Archelaus, 
as to his elder brother, and who had been de¬ 
clared king by their father’s laft will, he would 
not fubmic fo to do. And when he was come 
to Rome, all his relations revolted to him ; not 
out of their good-wiil to him, but out of their 
huticd to Archelaus.; though indeed they were 
moll of ail deiirous of gaining their liberty, 
and to be pit under a Roman governor; but, 
if there wcie too great an oppofttion made to 
that, they thought Antipas preferable to Ar- 

< tubus, and fo joined with him, in order to 
proem e the kingdom for him. Sabinus alfo by 
letteis atcufed Archelaus to Caffar.. 

5, Now when Aid,clans had fent in his pa- 
peis to C.el'ar, wherein he pleaded his right to 
the hyigdom, and his father’s teftament; with 
the accounts of Herod’s money, and with Pto- . 
letny, who bi ought Herod’s feal, he fo expedi¬ 
ted the event; but when Csefar had read thefe 
papers, and Varus’s and Sabin us’a letters, with 
the accounts of the money, and what were the j 
annual incomes of the kingdom, anil under- >. 


[ flood that Antipas had alfo fent letters to lay 
claim to the kingdom, hefummoned his friend; 
together to know their opinions, and with them 
Cuius, the fon of Agrjppa, and of, Julia hi, 
daughter, whom Ire had adopted, and took him, 
and made him fit firft of all, and defired fuch 
as pleafed to fpeak their minds, about the affaii - 
now before them. Now Antipater, Salome’-, 
fon, a very fubtle orator, and a-bitter enernx 
to Archelaus, fpake fitft to this purpofe : That 
“ it was ridiculous in Archelaus to plead now to 
have the kingdom given him, ftnee he had h. 
reality taken already the power over it to him- 
; felf before Caffar had granted it to him; and 
1 appealed to thofe bold actions of his in deftroy- 
ing fo many at the Jewifh feftival; and, if the 
men had aded unjuftly, it was but lit the pun- 
ifhing them fliould have been lelervcd to thole 
that were out of the country, but had the pow¬ 
er to punifh them, and not been executed by a 
man, that, if he pretended to be a king, be did 
an injury to Cscfar, by ufurping that authority 
before it was determined for him by Caftar ; but, 
if he owned him felf to be a private perfon, his 
cafe was much worfe, ftnee he who was putting 
in for the kingdom, could by no means expert 
to have that power granted him, of which he 
had already deprived Ctefar [by taking it to him- 
j felf.] He alfo touched lharply upon him, and 
j appealed to his changing the commanders in the 
| army, and his fitting in the royal throne before¬ 
hand, and his determinatioiplif law-fuits; all 
i done as if he were no other than a king. lie 
j appealed alfo to his concdfions to Jiofe that 
petitioned him on a public account, and indeed 
doing fuch things, than which he could devile 
no greater if he had been already fettled in the 
kingdom by Ca-far. He alfo aferibed to him 
the releafing of the prifoners that were in the 
hippodrome, and many other things, that 
either had been certainly clone by him, or were 
believed to be done, and eafily might be be¬ 
lieved to. have been done, because they were cf 
fuch a nature as to be ufually done by. young 
men, a»,d by fuch as, out of a defire of' ruling, 
iciae upon the government too Icon. He alfo 

charged 
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charged him with his negledt of the funeral 
mourning for his father, and with having mer¬ 
ry-meetings the very night in which he died ; 
and that it was thence the multitude took the 
handle of railing a tumult; and if Archelaus 
could thus requite his dead father, who had be¬ 
llowed fuch benefits upon hfm, and bequeath¬ 
ed fuch great things to him, by pretending to 
filed tears for him in the day-time, like an ac¬ 
tor on the ftage, but every night making mirth j 
for having gotten the government, he would 
appear to be the fame Archelaus with regard to 
Cat far, if he granted him the kingdom, which j 
he hath been to his father; fince he had then I 
dancing and finging, as though an enemy of j 
bis were fallen, and not as though a man were ' 
carried to his funeral, that was l'o nearly rela¬ 
ted, and had been lo great a benefactor to him. 
But he faid, that the greateft crime of all was 
this, that he came now before Cedar to obtain 
the kingdom by his grant, while he had before : 
a£ted in all things as he could have a died if 1 
Cncfar himfelf, who ruled all, had. fixed him 
firmly in the government. And what he molt 
aggravated in his pleading was, the {laughter of 
thole about the temple,,and the impiety of it, 
as done at the feftival; and how they were 
(lain like facriftccs themfelves, Ibme of whom 
were foreigners, and others of their own coun¬ 
try, till the temple was full of dead bodies : and 
all this was done, not by an alien, but by one 
whamretended to the lawful title'of a king, 
that might complete the wicked tyranny 
which his nature prompted him to, and which 
is hated by all men. On which account his fa¬ 
ther never fo much as dreamed ot making him 
his fucceffor in the kingdom, when he was of a 
found mind, .bccaufe he knew his difpofition; 
and, in his former and more authentic teftament, 

’ he appointed his anlagonift Antipas to fuccecd ; 

: but that Archelaus was called by his father to 
that dignity, when he was in a dying condition 
both of body and mind, while Antipas was called 
' whefche was ripefliu his judgment, and of fuch 
ftrength of body as made him capable of ma¬ 
naging his own affairs; and if his father had 
the like notion of him formerly that he h‘aib 
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now fliewn, yet hath he given a fufticient fpe- 
cimen what a king he is likely to be, when he 
hath [in ellc<fl] deprived On fur of that power 
of dil'pofing of the kingdom, which he juftir 
hath, and hath not abllained from making a 
terrible daughter of his fellow-citizens in the. 
temple, while he was but a private pci Jon.” 

6 . So when Antipater had made this fjpeeeh, 

| and had confirmed what he had laid, b) pro- 
! ducing many witnofles from among Archelaus s 
own relations, he made an end of his plead ■ 

- i n g- Upon which Nicolaus arofe up to plead 
i for Archelaus, and laid, “ That what had been, 
done at the temple was rather to be attribut¬ 
ed to the mind of thole that had been killed, 
than to the authority of Archelaus ; for that- 
thole who are the authors of fuch things, aic 
not only wicked in the injuries they do of 
themfelves, hut in forcing fober perfons to a- 
venge themfelves upon them. Now it is evi¬ 
dent, that what thefe did iri way of oppolition, 
was done under pretence indeed again!! Arche- 
laus, but in reality again!! Ciefar himfelf; lot 
they, after an injurious manner, attacked and 
flew thole who were font by Archelaus, and 
who came only to put a Hop to their doings. 
They had no regard either to God, or to the 
feftival, whom Antipatcr yet is not alhamed' 
to patronize, whether it be out of his indulgence 
of an enmity to Archelaus, or out of his hatred 
of virtue and jufticc. For as to thole who be¬ 
gin fuch tumults, and iirft fit -about fuch tin- 
righteous actions, they are the men who force 
thole that punifh them to betake themfelves to * 
arms even again ft their wills. So that Antipa¬ 
ter in efl’cdl aferibes the reft of what was done 
to all ,rhofe who were of counftl to the accli¬ 
fers ;, for nothing which is here accufed of 
injustice has been done, but what was derived 
from them as its authors ; nor are thofc things 
evil in themfelves, but fo reprefented only in > 
order'to do harm to Archelaus. Such is thefe 
mens inclination to do an injury to a man 
that is of their kindred, their lather’s benefac- 
tor^and familiarly acquainted with them, and 
that hath ever lived in fricndihip with them ; 

fore 
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for that, as to this tcflamcnt, it was made by 
the king when he was of a found mind, and 
fo ought to be of more authority than his for¬ 
mer toftament ; and that for this reafon, be- 
caufe Cefar is therein left to be the judge and 
difpofer of all therein contained : and for Cxfar, 
he will not, to he lure, at all imitate the unjufl 
proceedings of thole men, who, during Herod’s 
whole life, had on all occaiions been joint par¬ 
takers of power with him, and yet do zealouf- 
ly endeavour to injure his determination, while 
they have not themfelves had the fame regard 1 
to’thcir kinlmcn [which Archelaus had.] Csefar 
will not therefore difannul the teftament of a 
man whom he had entirely fupported, of his 
friend and confederate, and that which is com¬ 
mitted to him in truft to ratify : nor will Goe- 
lar* s virtuous and upright difpofition, which 
are known and uncontcRed through all the ha¬ 
bitable world, imitate the wickednefs of thefe 
men in condemning a king as a madman, and 
as having loR his reafon, while he hath be¬ 
queathed the fucccflion to a good fon of his, 
and to one who flies to C a: far’s upright deter¬ 
mination for refuge. Nor can Herod at any 
time have been miftaken in his judgment about 
a fitcceffor, while he Riewed fo much prudence 
as to fuhmit all to Coefar’s determination.” 

7. Now when Nicolaus had laid thefe tilings 
before Ccefar, he ended Ills plea ; whereupon 
Caefar was fo obliging to Archelaus, that he 
raffed him up, when he had cafl himfelf down 
at his feet, and laid, That “ he well Jefcrved 
the kingdom and ho foon let them know, 
that he was fo far moved in ho favour, that 
he would not act otliefwife than his father’s 
teftament directed, and than was for the advan¬ 
tage of Archelaus, However, while he gave 
tins encouragement to Archelaus to depend on 
him ieeurcly, he made no full determination 
about him ; and, when the affembly was bro¬ 
ken up, lie conlidered by himfelf, whether he 
fhould confirm the kingdom to Archelaus, or 
whether he fhouid part it among all Herod’s 
poftcritv; and this bec.iufe they alt Rood in 
need of much afliftance to fupport them. 


C H A P. X. 

A Sedition of the fezvs againf Sabinas; and 
how Varus brought the Authors of it to P uni fo¬ 
ment. 

j 1. U T before thefe things could be 
j [3 brought to a fettlement, Malthace, 
Archelaus’s mother, fell into a diftemper, and 
died of it; and letters came from Varus, the 
prefident of Syria, which informed Cedar of 
tire revolt of the Jews; for, after Archelau , 
was failed, the whole nation was in a tumult.' 

; So Varus, lmce he was there himfelf, brought 
j the authors of the difturbance to punilhmeut; 
and when he had reftrained them for the moil 
part from this fedition, which was a great one, 
he took his journey to Antioch, leaving one 
legion of his army at Jerufalem to keep the 
Jews quiet, who were qpw very fond of inno¬ 
vation. Yet did not this at all avail to put an 
end to that their fedition ; for, after Varus was 
gone away, Sabinus, Gefar’s procurator, Raid 
behind, and greatly diflrefled the Jews, reiyiug 
on the forces that were left there, that they 
would by their multitude protect him ; for he 
j made ufe of them, and armed them as his 
guards, thereby fo opprefling the Jews, and 
| giving them fo great difturbance, that at length 
they rebelled; for he ufed force in feizing the 
citadels, and zealoufly prefled on the fearch 
after the king’s money, in order to feize upon 
it by force, on account of his Jove of gajn, and 
his extraordinary covetoufnefs. ' - 

2. But on the approach of pentecoft, which 
is a feflival of ours fo called from the days of 
our forefathers, a great many ten thoufand6 of 
men got together; nor did they come only to 
celebrate the feflival, but out of their indigna¬ 
tion at the madnefs of Sabinus, and at the in¬ 
juries he offered them. A great number there 
was of Galileans, and Idumeans, and many 
men from Jericho, and others who had paffed 
over the river Jordan, and inhabited ^ thofe 
parts. This whole multitude joined thenSfelves 
to all the reft, and wer-e more-zealous than the 

oth$s 
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pthers in making an jifiault on Sabinus, in or- j 
dcr to be avenged on him: fo they parted thetn- 
fclves into three bands, and encamped thein- 
fclves in the places following: fome of them j 
feized on the hippodrome, and, of the other 
two bands, one ’pitched themfelvcs from the i 
northern part of the temple to the fouthern, on 
the eaft quarter; but the third band held the 
weftern part of the city, where the king’s pa¬ 
lace was. Their work tended entirely to be- | 
hegc the Romans, and to inclofe them on all 
hides. Now Sabinus was afraid of thde mens 
number, and of their refolution, who had little 
regard to their lives, but were very deiirous not 
to he overcome, while they thought it a point 
of puifiance to overcome their enemies; fo he 
feat immediately a letter to Varus, and, as he 
ufed to do, was very prefhng with him, and 
entreated him to come quickly to his a Hi (lance ; 
becaufe the forces he had left Were in imminent 
clanger, and would probably, in no long time, 
he feized upon, and cut to pieces; while he 
did himfelf get up to the higheft tower of the 
To.trefs Phafaclus, which had been built in ho- 1 
nour of Phafaclus, king Herod’s brother, and 
called fo when the * Parthians had brought 
him to his death. So Sabinus gave thence a 
fignal to the Romans to fall upon the Jews, 1 
although he did nor himfelf venture fo* much 
as to come down to his friends, and thought 
he might expect that the others (hould expole 
them i elves fir ft to die on account of his avarice. 
However, the Romans ventured to make a 
fully out-of the place, and a terrible battle 
eufued ; wherein, though it is true the Romans 
beat their adverfaries, yet were not the jews 
daunted in their refolution?, even when they 
had the fight of that terrible flaughter that was 
made of them ; but they went round about, 
and got upon thofe cloifters which encornpafied 
the outer court of the temple, where a great 
ij.rht was ftill continued, and they caft (tones 


j ?t the Romans, partly v.hh their hands, and 
P'utly with (lings, as being much ufed to thofe 
cxciufcs. All the ateliers .dlo in an ay did the 
I Ronuus a great deal of nuf hief; bVcaufe they 
ulcd their hands do tcrouil > from .1 place fupe- 
i lior to the others, and hcvau'e $he otiurs were 
at an tiller lots what to da; for, when they 
tried to (boot their a 1 rows ugdnftlhc Jews up¬ 
wards, thefe arrows could not Hatch them, iu- 
| fomucli, that the Jewf we:: ealilv 1 »> It ird tor 
their enemies. And lid. fa A of f ju tailed a 
great while, till ;>t laft (he Romani, who were 
greatly diftrefied by what was done, iVi line to 
the cloifters (o privately, that thole who were 
gotten upon them did not pen eive 11. This 
fire, f being fed by a great deal of 1 ombuftible 
matter, caught hold immediately rut f-a roof 
of the cloifters; fo thr wood, whuh was full 
of pitch and wax, and whole gold was laid on 
it with wax, yielded to the flune prd’tntly, 
and thofe vaft works, which were of the high- 
eft value and eftcem, were chftroyed utterly, 
wdiile thofe that were on the roof unexpectedly 
perifhed at tlie lame time; for, as the roof 
tumbled down, fome of thefe men tumbled 
down with it, and others of them were killed 
by their enemies who encornpafied them. There 
was a great number more, who, out of dcfpair 
of laving their lives, and out of aftonifhment 
at the mifery that furrounded them, did either 
caft them Alves into the lire, or threw them- 
fclves upon their own (words, and P> got out 
of their mifery. But as to thofe that retired 
behind, the fame way by which they afeended, 
and thereby cfcaped, they were all killed by 
the Romans, as being unarmed men, and their 
courage failing them; their wild fury being 
now not able to helpthem, becaufe they were 
deftitute of armour, infomnch that, of thofe 
that went up to the top of the roof, not one 
efcaped. The Romans alfo ruihed through 

the 


* See Antiq. B. XIV. chap. xiii. § to. and Of the War, 

•B. I. ctyp. xxi. $ 9- , . , . 

t Thefe great devaluations made about the temple here, 
and Of the War, B. IX. chap. in. § 3• f«m not to have 
ia cn fully re-edified in the days of Nero; till whole time 


there were 18,000 workmen continually employed in re¬ 
building and repairing that (cmple, as Jofephus informs 
us, Antiq. B. XX. chap. is. § 7. See the note on dm 
.place. 
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the lire, where it gave them room i'o to do, and 
lei zed on that treafurc where the 1'acred money 
was repolited ; a great part of which was Rolen 
hy the foldiers, and Sabinus got openly four 
hundred talents. 

3. But this calamity of the Jews friends, 
who fell in this battle, grieved them, as did 
alfo this plundering of tkc money dedicated [to 
God in the temple.] Aeeoidmg'y that body 
of them which continued belt together, and 
was the moll warlike, cncompaffed the palace, 
and threatened to let lire to it, and to kill all 
that were in it. Yet Hill they commanded 
them to go out prelently, and promifed, that, 
if they would do l’o, they would not hurt them, 
nor Sabinm neither; at which time the great- 
ell part of the king’s troops deferted to them, 
while Rufus, and Gralus, who had three 
thoufand of the moll warlike of Herod’s army 
with them, who were men of active bodies, 
went over to the Romans. There was alfo a 
hand of horfemcn under the command of 
Rufus, which itfelf went over to the Romans 
alfo. However, the Jews went on with the 
liege, and dug mines under the palace-walls, 
and befought thofe that were gone over to the 
other fide, not to be their hinderance, -now they 
had fuch a proper opportunity for the recovery 
of their country’s ancient liberty : and for Sa- 
bimis, ti uly he was delirous of going away 
wi th his 1’oldiers, but was not able to trull 
himfelf with the enemy, on account of what 
mifehief he had already done them ; and he 
took this great [pretended] lenity of theirs for 
an argument why he fhouid not comply with 
them ; and lb, becaufe lie expected that Va¬ 
rus was coming, he ftili bore the fiege. 

4. Now at this time'there were ten thoufand 
other diforders in Judea, which were like tu- 

* Unlcfs this Judas,' the foil of Ezckins, be the him p 
with thatTheudas, mentioned Adbs v. 36. Jofephusmult 
have omitted hint; lor tint other Theudas, whom he af¬ 
terward mentions under Fad us, the Roman governor, 
B. XX. ch. v. § 1. is much too late to Lorrc-fpond to him 
that is mentioned in the acts. The names T/xuda <■, 'Thad¬ 
'd ms, and Judas, duler but little, dec Abp., U(herds An¬ 
nals at A. M. 4001. However, fmee Jblephus docs not 
pretend to reckon up the head., of all thofe ten thoujand dif- 


mults; becaufe a great number put themfelvcs 
into a warlike polture, either out of hopes of 
gain to thernfelvcs, or out of enmity to the 
Jews. In particular, two thoufand of Hcrod’<; 
old Ibldiers, who had been already difbanded, 
got together in Judea itfelf, and fought again ft 
; the king’s troops; although Achiahus, Herod’s 
full coulin, oppofed them: but as he was diiv- 
en out of the plains into the mountainous parts, 
i by the military {kill of thofe men, he kept him¬ 
felf in the faftnefles that were there, and laved 
what he could. 

I 5. There was alfo Judas *, the Ion of that 
I Ezekias who had been head of the robbers; 
j which Ezekias was a very ftrong man, and had 
1 with great difficulty been caught by Herod. 
This Judas, having gotten together a multitude 
of men of a profligate character about Scppho- 
ris in Galilee, made an afleult upon the palace 
[there] and feized upon all the weapons that 
were laid up in it, and with them armed every 
one of thofe that were with him, and carried 
away what money was left there ; and he be¬ 
came terrible to .all men, by tearing and rend¬ 
ing thofe that came near him ; and all this in 
order to raife himfelf, and out of an ambitious 
delire of the royal dignity; and he hoped to 
obtain that as the reward, not of his virtuous 
{kill i"n war, but of his extravagance in doing 
injuries. 

6. There was alfo Simon, who had been a 
Have of Herod the king, but in other refpedls 
a comely perfon, of a tall and robuft bo/^y ; he 
was one that was much fuperior to others of 
| his order, and had had great things committed 
; to his c.ne. This man was elevated at the dis¬ 
orderly hate of things, and was fo bold as to 
put a diadem on his head, while a certain num¬ 
ber 

orders in Judea, which he tells us were then abroad, fee 
$ 4, Snd P. the Theudas of the Adds might be at the head 
! of one of thofe feditions, though not particularly named 
by him. Thus he informs us here, § 6. and Ol the War,, 
i B. IT. ch. iv. § 2. that certain of the feditious cume and 
burnt the royal palace at Amathns, or Betharamghta, up¬ 
on the river Jordan.. Perhaps their leader, who is not 
named by Jofephus, might be this Theudas. 
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her of the people flood by him, and by them j 
fie was declared to be a king, and thought him- 
felf more worthy of that dignity than any one 
elfe. He burnt down the royal palace at Je¬ 
richo, and plundered what was left in it. He 
alio let lire to many other of the king’s houfes 
in feveral places «f the country, and utterly de- 
ilroyed them, and permitted tliofe that were 
with him to take what was left in them for a 
prey : and he would have done greater tilings, 
imlefs care had been taken to reprefs him im¬ 
mediately ; for Gratus, when he had joined 
hiinlelf to fome Roman foldiers, took the forces 
he had with him, and met Simon, and after a 
great and a long light, no fmall part of thofe 
that came from Perea, who were a difordered 
body of men, and fought rather in a bold than 
in a fkilfnl manner, were deftroyed : and al¬ 
though Simon had laved hirnfelf by flying 
away through a certain valley, yet Gratus over¬ 
took him, and cut off his head. The royal 
palace alfo at Amathus, by the river Jordan, 
was burnt down by a party of men that were 
got together, as were thofe belonging to Simon. 
And thus did a great and a wild fury fpread it- 
felf over the nation, becaufc they had no king 
to keep the multitude in good order, and be- 
caufe thofe foreigners, who came to reduce the 
ieditious to fohriety, did on the contrary let 
them more in a flame, becaule of the injuries 
they offered them, and the avaricious manage¬ 
ment of their affairs. 

~~ 7 r“d 3 uT becaufc Athrongcs, a perfon neither 
eminent by the dignity of his progenitors, nor 
for any great wealth he was jioffelled of, but 
one that had in all refpeds been a fhepherd 
only, and was not known by any body ; yet, 
becaufe he was a tall man, and excelled others 
in the flrength of his hands, he was lb bold as 
to fet up for king. This man thought it fo 
fvveet a thing to do more than ordinary in¬ 
juries to others, that, although he fhould lie 
killed, lie did not much care if he loft his life 
in fo great a delign. He had alfo four breth- 
S ren, ‘who were tall men themfelvcs, and were 
Kohpvptf to be luperior to others in the flrength 
and thereby were encouraged to 


OF THE JEWS. 609 

aim at great things, and thought that ftrengdr 
of theirs would fupport them in rdnininp; the 
kingdom. Each of tiiet'e ruled over a hand 
of men of their own ; for thofe that gut to¬ 
gether to them were vety munc/ons/ They 
were every one of them alfo commanders ; bin, 
when they caine to light, they were liibur.mi.u* 
to him, and fought,, for him ; while he put a 
diadem about his head, and aftembletl a emu. 
cil to debate about what things fhould be dom 
and all things were done according his plca- 
fure. And this man retained Ids power a great 
while; he was alfo called king, and had no¬ 
thing to hinder him from doing what he plea- 
led. lie alio, as well as his brethren, flew a 
great many, both of the Romans, and of the 
king s forces, and managed matters with the 
like hatred to each of them, ft he king’s forces 
they fell upon, becaule of the licentious con- 
due: they had been allowed under Herod’s go¬ 
vernment ; and they fell upon the Romans, 
becaufc of the injuries they had lb lately receiv¬ 
ed fiom them. l>ut, in proems of time, they 
grew more cruel to all forts of men ; nor 
could any one efcapc from one or other of 
thefc feditions, fince they flew fome out of the 
hopes of gain, and others from a mere cuftom 
of flaying men. They once attacked a com¬ 
pany of Romans at Emmaus, who were bring¬ 
ing corn and weapons to the army, and fell 
upon Arius, the centurion, who commanded 
the company, and fhot forty of the btfl of his 
foot-foldiers ; but the reft' of them were af¬ 
frighted at’lhcir daughter, and left their dead 
behind them, hut laved themfelvcs by the 
means of Gratus, wRo came with the king’s 
troops that were about him to their abidance. 
Now thefc four brethren continued the war a 
long while by fa ch lbrt of expeditions, and 
much grieved the Romans ; but did then own 
nation alfo a great deal of mitchief. Yet were 
they afterward fwbdued ; one of them in a 
fight with Gratus, another with Ptolemy ; Ar- 
chclaus alfo tea k the eldcft of them pii'oncr; 
while the lall of them was fo dejected at the 
Other’s misfortune, and law fo plainly that'be 

End, 
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had no way now left to fave liimfelf, his army 
being worn away with fickncfs, and continual 
labours, that he alfo delivered liimfelf up to 
Archelaus, upon his promife and oath to God 
{to preferve his life.] But thefe things came 
to pafs a.good while afterward. 

8. And now Judea was full of robberies ; 
and, as the fevcral companies of the feditious 
light upon any one to head them, he was cre¬ 
ated a king immediately, in order to do mif- 
chief to the public. They were in fome fmall 
mcafurc indeed, and in ftnall matters, hurtful 
to the Romans ; but the murders they com¬ 
mitted upon their own- people lalled a long 
while. 

9. As foon as Varus was once informed of 
the Rate of Judea by Sabinm’s writing to him, 
he was afraid for the legion he had left there ; 
,fo he took the two other legions (for there were 
three legions in all belonging to Syria) and 
four troops of horfemen, with the feveral auxil¬ 
iary forces which either the kings or certain of 
the tetrarchs afforded him, and made what Itafte 
he could to affift thofe that were then befieged 
in Judea. He alfo gave order, that all that 
were fent out for this expedition fhould make 
hafte to Ptolemais. The citizens of Berytus 
.alfo gave him 1500 auxiliaries, as he paffed 
through their city. Aretas alfo, the king of* 
Arabia Petrea, out of his hatred to Herod, and 
■in order to purchafe'the favour of the Romans, 
Telit him no fmall ailiftancc, befidcs Their foot¬ 
men and horfemen; and, when he had now 
collected all his forces together, ftohcomupittcd 
part of,them to his fun, and to a friend of his, 
and fent them upon an expedition into Galilee, 
which lies in the neighbourhood of Ptolemais; 
who made an attack upon the enemy, and put 
them to flight, and took Sepphorisg and made 
its inhabitants Haves, and burrlt the city. 1 But 
Varus himfelf purfned his march for Samaria 
with his whole army: yet did not he meddle 
with the citv of that name, becaufe it had not 
at all joined with the feditious ; hut pitched his 
camp at a certain village that belonged to 
Ptolemy, whole name was Anisf which ithe 
Arabians burnt, out of their hatred to Herod,, 


JEW S. 

and out of the enmity they bore to his friends 
whence they marched to another village, whole 
name was Sampho , which the Arabians plun¬ 
dered and burnt, although it was a fortified and 
a ftrong place ; and all along this march no¬ 
thing eleaped them, but all places were full of 
fire, and of Daughter. Emmajas was alfo burnt 
by Varus’s order, after its inhabitants had de¬ 
ferred it, that he might avenge thofe that had 
there been deftroyech From thence he now 
marched to Jerufalem ; whereupon thofe Jews 
whofe camp lay there, and who had bciieged 
the Roman legion, not bearing the coming of 
this army, left the fiege imperfect : but as to 
the Jerufalem-Jews, when Varus reproached 
them bitterly for what h’ad been done, they 
cleared tliemfelves of the acculation, and al- 
ledged, that the conflux of the people was oc- 
cafioncd by the feaft ; that the war was not 
made with their approbation, but the rafhnefs 
of the ftrangers, while they were on the fide 
of the Romans, and befieged together with 
them, rather than having any inclination to 
befiege them. There alfo came before-hand to 
meet Varus, Jofeph, the coufin-german of king 
Herod, as alfo Gratus and Rufus, who brought 
their foldiers along with them, -together with 
thofe Romans who had been befieged ; but S»- 
binus did not come into Varus’s prefence, but 
ftole out of the city privately, and went to the 
fea-fide. 

10. Upon this Varus fent a part of his ar¬ 
my into the country, to feek but thofe that ttad 
1 been the authors of the revdlt; and-wkfm they 
were dilcovered, %e punifhed fome of them 
| that were moft guilty,' and fome he difmiffed : 

J now the number'of thofe that wtffe crucified on 
this account weredwo thoufand; After which 
he- diflbandcid hiSNtrtfcTV Which he‘found no 
j way ufeful,fb < h?ftCi : ^t'he JUffatrs about.; 

for they beitaveS ‘ theiufelves very di(orderly, 

! and dilbbeyed ; his orders, and what Varus de- 
| fired them to do, and ’this out of-regard to that 
gain which they made by the mifehief they did. 
As for himfelf, when hfe was informed that ten' 
thoufand Jews were gotten together; lie made 
: ! 1 *•' :«i '* hafle 
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hafte to catch them ; hut they did not proceed 
to far as to tight him, hut, by the advice of 
Achiabus, they came together and delivered ; 
thcmfelves* up to him: hereupon Varus for¬ 
gave the crime of revolting to the multitude, 
but lent their feveral commanders to Car far, 
many of whom Cx-far diimilfed ; hut for the 
feveral relations of Herod who had been among 
thefe men Lu this war, they were the only 
perfons whom he punilhed, who, without the 
tea ft regard tojullice, fought again!! their own 
kindred. 


C II A 1 XI. 

via of the. fetes to Cecf.tr; aril b tv 

C.efrr confirmed Hcruj's '1 cf ament, 

t) i. (JK) when Varus had fettled titefe a flairs, 
and had placed the former legion at 
fcrufdein, lie returned hack to Antioch ; hut as 
for Archclaus, he had new fources of trouble 
came upon him at Rome, on the occafions fol¬ 
lowing : for an ambaffage of the Jews was 
come to Rome, Varus having permitted the 
nation to fend it, that they might petition for 
the liberty * of living by their own laws. Now 
the number of the ambaffadors that were lent 
by the authority of the nation was fifty, to 
which they joined above eight thouiand of the 
Jews, that were at Rome already. Hereupon 
Cxfir affcmbled his friends, and the chief men 
~"anfong the Romans, in the temple of Apollo,f 
which' be,had built at a vail charge ; whither 
the ambaffadors came, and a multitude of the 
Jews that were there already came with them, ! 
as did alfo Archelaus and his friends ; hut as j 
for the feveral kinfmen which Archelaus had, 
they would not join thcmfelves with him, out 
of their hatred to him ; and yet they thought it 
too grofs a thing for them to ailift the ambaf- 1 
f.ldors [again!! him] as fuppoling it would he a 
dilgrace to them., in C.clar’s opinion, to think 
of thus adding in oppofition to a man of their j 
own kindred .% Philip alio was come hither 

* See Of the War, B. II- chap. ii. § 3. 
j Sec the note. Of the War, B. II. chap. vi. § 1. 


out of Syria, by the poriualkm m Writs, with 
this principal inteniion, to add! Ids brother 
[Archclaus] ; for Varus was Iris great Iricnrl : 
hut Hill fu, that ii’ there fuoull any change 
happen in the form oi government (which 
Varus iutpeCled there would) and, ii any dii- 
triimliou lhould he made, on account o' 'he 
! number that defiled the liberty oi iivmg by 
their own laws, tbit he might not ho disap¬ 
pointed, hut might have his ihare in b. 

Z. Now upon the hurry that was gvon <0 
the ]cv>i!h amhalladois to tpeak, they who 
; hoped to obtain a diftbbftiou of Let jy .. wvrn- 
liieut betook themlcltes :o 1 •■ude ! lured 0 <- his 
1 iniquities; and tin y dec! ired, Tc.at “ ho was 
indeed in name a king, lmt that he h 1 1 taken 
to himleli that uncontrollable aufti.nily which 
tyrants cxercile over their luhjef.ls, ,01 ! had 
made life of that authority for the dcHr.iC.Iior 
of the [eves, and did not ahftain from makinr 
many innovations among them h; f;de~, ac¬ 
cording to his own incli.n itions ; and that 
whereas there were a g’e.st many who peri filed 
by that dcftruHion he brought upon them, lo 
j many indeed as no other hiftory relates, they 
that furvived were far more inifcrablc than, 
thofe that fuffered under him, not only by the 
anxiety they were in from his looks and dif- 
pobtion towards them, lmt Irom the danger 
their eflatcs were in if being taken away by 
him. That he did never leave off adornine 

t. J 

thofe cities that lav in their neighbourhood, 
hut were inhabited by foreigners ; hut IS that 
the cities belonging to hh own government 
were ruined, and utterly deftroyed : that where¬ 
as, when he took the kingdom, it was in an 
extraordinary llourilhing condition, he had id¬ 
led the nation with the utmolt degree oi po¬ 
verty ; and when, upon unjuft pretences, he 
had flain any of the nobility, he took away 
their eftates ; and when he permitted any of 
them to live, he condemned them to the for¬ 
feiture of what they poflefled. And he Tides 
the annual impositions which he laid upon 

every 

X He was tctrarch afterward. 

7 C> 
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every oneol them, they were v> make liberal 
prdents to himfcft, to his doincftie:; and friends, 
and to inch ol his llav es a ; were vouchfafed the 
favour of being his tax~g it here; r.; bccaule there 
was no way of obtaining a freedom from unjuft 
violence, without giving either gold or filver 
tor it. That they would fay nothing of the 
corruption (if the chadity cf their virgins, and 
the reproach laid on their wives Hr inconli- 
neney, and thofe things acted afwr an infolent 
and inhuman manner ; becatih; it was not a 
ftnaller pleafure to th.e fufleiers to have fuch 
things concealed, than it would have been not 
to have lufibred them. That Herod had put 
fuch abates upon them as a wild bead, would 
not have put on them, ii he had power given 
him to rule over us ; and that although their 
nation had palled through many fuhverfions 
and alterations of government, their hiftorv 
gave no account of any calamity they had ever 
been under that could be compared with this 
which Herod had brought upon their nation : 
that it was for this rcafon, that they thought 
they might juftly and gladly fdute Arehelaus 
as king, upon this fuppofition, that wliofocvcr 
fhould he let over their kingdom, he would 


of it belonged to CaTar, who could either give 
it to him, or not, as he plea led. That he had 
given a fpecimen of his future virtue to his 
j! lubjccts, and w r ith what kind of moderation 
and good adminiitration he would govern them, 
11 !)y that his fir It adion which concerned them, 
j: his own citizens, and God hitnldf alfo, when 
j; lie made the flaughter of three thoufand of hi-, 
own countrymen at the temple. Flow 1 1 10r, 

I could they avoid the juft hatred of him, who. 

| to tire reft of his barbarity, hath added this a, 

II one of our crimes, that we have oppofed anti 
I contradided him in the exercii'e of Jiis autho- 
| rity ?” Now the main thing they dehred wm 

this, That “ they might be delivered freer) 
kingly and the like forms of government, 
and might be added to Syria, and be put un¬ 
der the authority of Inch prefidents of theirs a: 
fhould be lent to them ; for that it would there¬ 
by be made evident, whether they be really a 
feditious people, and generally fond of innova¬ 
tions, or whether they would live in an or- 
; derly manner, if they might have governors cl 
i any fort of moderation let over them.” 

; 3. Now when the Jews had laid this, Nico- 

j Ians vindicated the kings from thofe acculations, 


appear more mild to them than Herod had 
been ; and that they had joined with him in 
the mourning for his lather, in order to gratify 
him, and were ready to oblige him in other 
•points a!lb, if they could meet with any degree 
of moderation from him ; hut that he leaned 
to be afraid left he fhould not be deemed He¬ 
rod’s own ion ; and fo, without anv delay, 
.md immediately, he let the nation underhand 
liis meaning, and this before his dominion was 
well cftablilhed, lime the power of difpoling 

* Ifanyoneconiparetii.il divine prediction concerning 
the t) tannic.-.] power which Jewilh kings would exercii'e 
over them, it they would be fo fuolifh as to prefer it be¬ 
fore their ancient theocracy or avutocracy, 1 Sam. viii. 
122. Antiq. 13 . VI. chap. iv. 5. 4. Ik- will loon find, 
that it wai. hiper-abundantly fulfilled in the days of lie- 
red, and that to fuch a degree, tlf.it the nation now at 
lad feem iorJv to repent of fuch their ancient choice, in 
• ■ppolltion to Cod’s better choice for them, and had much 
rather be iubjeiH to even. a pagan Roman government, 
.rid their dcputii than to be any lunger under tlie.op- 

.ilion cf the ia: sidy of Herod. ; which requsft of theirs 


j and fuid, That “ as for Herod, fmee he had 
never been thus accufed f till the time ol his 
life, it was not fit for thofe that might have 
accufed him for lefler crimes than thofe now 
mentioned, and might have procured him to 
! be punilhed during his life-time, to bring aft 
| accufation againft him now is dead, flu alfc 
attributed the actions of Arehelaus 'to the 
Jews injuries to him, who affedted to govern 
contrary to the laws, and going about to kill 

thole 

Auguflus did not now grant them, but did it for the one- 
halt of that nation a few years.afterw.ard, upon frcih com¬ 
plaints made by the Jew6 again!! Arehelaus, who, under 
the more humble name of an ethnareh, which Auguftus 
only would not allow him, foon took upon him the inio- 
lence and tyranny of his father king Herod, as the re¬ 
maining part of thh book will inform us, and particularly 
chap. xiii. J 2. 

f This is not true. See Antiq. B. XIV. ch. 
and ch. xii. § 2. and ch. xiii. §1,2. Antiq. 13 . X 
§ 5. and ch. § 2, 3. Antiq. B. XVI. cli. ix. $ 
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thofo that would have hindered them from 
ticling unjuftly, when they were by him pun- 
llhed for what they had done, made their com¬ 
plaints againft him ; io he accufed them of 
their attempts for innovation, and of the plea- 
lure they took in ledition, by reafon of their 
not having learned to lubmit to jullice, and to 
the laws, but iliil dehring to he tuperior in all 
things.” This was the fubftance of what Ni¬ 
colaus laid. j 

4. When Cxfar heard thefe pleidings, he 
diilolvcd the affembly ; but a few da v , after¬ 
ward he appointed Archelaus, not indeed to 
be king of the whole country, hut ethnarch 
of the one-half of that which had been luhjeet 
to Herod, and promifed to give him the royal 
dignity hereafter, if he governed his part vir- 
luouliy. Hut as for the other hah, ho divided 
<i Into two parts, and gave it to two other of 
He rod’s Jons, to Philip and to Antipas, that 
Anlipns who difputed with Archelaus lor the 
whole kingdom. Now to him it was that i’e- 
;ea and (hdilcc paid their tribute, wliich 
mounted ;i annually to two hundred talents, 
while Batanea, with. Trachonitis, as well as j 
Aurantitis, with a certain '[' part c! what was 
i ailed the Hvufc <f Zenodora r, paid the tribute 
of one hundred talents to Philip ; but Idumea, j 

* hir.ee Jofephu, here informs us, that Arohciau ■ had 
one-half of the kingdom of Herod, and preiently informs 
us farther, that Artlid.mAs annual income, alter ana- j 
batement of one quarter for the prefent, was 000 tali tit , j 
TTOsway therefore gather pretty nearly, what was Herod 1 
the Great’s yearly, income, 1 mean about 1600 talents, 
which, at The known value of 3coo fhckels to a talent, 
and about 2 s. 10 d. to a lice k el in the day; of Joh-plias, 
fee the note on Antiq. B. 111 . chap. viii. (> 2- amoiirU-. to 
68o,oool. llerlingjirr annum ; which income. thou; h cost 
in itfelf, bearing no proportion to ins vail ex pone. 1 -my 
where vifible in Joiephus, and to the vail lum lie k It be¬ 
hind him in-his will, chap. viii'. <> J. and chap. .\ii. 1. 

the reft muft have arifen, either front his conhfcaiiori of 1 
tliofc great mens eftirtes whom he put to death, or made 
to pay fine for the faring of their lives, or front form ei¬ 
ther heavy methods of opprelhon, which Inch f.tvaec ty- | 
rants ufually cxercifc upon their mifcrablo fuoje.'fij or 
rather from thefe (event! method., put 'ogethei, all 
I, vet feern very much too fmall for his ex pence 1 , 
drawn from 110 larger a nation that* .that of the Jews, 

,i was very populous, but without the advantage of 
e, to bring them riches; id that I c..nigit but flrong- 
ufpcA, that no final! part of this Ids weahu ate!-' from 


and Judea, and the country of Samaria, paid 
tribute to Aichchms, !>ut had in w a lourt!. 
pari of that tribute iaken oif by the order oi 
Cicfar, who dtcreed them tu.-t nsHIpoion, 
caufe they did not join in this n vrA v, Ah tin 
reft of the multitude. There vvviio cvH.f'. 
of the cities which paid ti ibutc to Arc hel.uis, 
Strato’s ’lower, and Scb.dle, with Linpa and 
Jcrufalem ; lor as to (hi/a and CAd.im, ami 
Hippos, they wete Grecian cities, which £ kv- 
fur Icparuted from his government, and .since 
them to the province of Sviia. New the t:i~ 
bute-money that came to Au helaus eve: v voir 
front his own dominions, amounted to h •> 
hundred talents. 

5. And io much came to Herod’s tons frc-R'i 
their father’s inhci ilanee. Pul S.dome, belief, r. 
what her brother left her fv Ids *•‘lament, 
which were J amnia, and Abided., rod 1 iiaiaeiii, 
and live hundred thotdand [druchmgj j r-J'eoimo 
Elver, Cadar mad, her a pulciU < fa roval ha - 
hitalii.n at A ike Ion ; in all, her revenue* a- 
mour.ted to i:\ty talents hv tlie war, ;md her 
dwelling-houie was within Archelaus’:: govern¬ 
ment. d’iie red alto oi the king’s r Lit ions 10 
eeiveti what his tellan.ent allotted them. More- 
over, C re far made a \ relent to each of I Iued\ 

tv. o 

another toinca, I mean from fume v.:!l funis lie ‘.00k 
of lJ.n i;)’. fipulehrc, but t(.n< tailed from the people . 
See the m-tv on Antup J 5 . YIJ. chap, \v. 

f Take {.ere .1 very nit fui imic of *. .ret 1 uon fa,;. 
B. HI. chap i. her', quoted bv l>r IlsdiAi- “ When i< - 
tophus fay.“, that fouie pait ol the kouh- : <■ j potk Iboii j <.; 
Zcnodot 11 a (or. Ab; !c;:e ) \\. :, ,. 11 < tied to t’inii p, he there¬ 
by de el. ires that the l.ti j u 1 ,m of it In lure vs e. t*> another ; 


this otl.tr vs,is Lpim. 

is, whom 
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"two virgin-daughters, bcfides what their*father 
left them, of two hundred and fifty thoufand 
[drachma:] of fiiver, and married them to Phe- 
roras’s Ions: he alio granted all that was be¬ 
queathed to himfelf to the king’s fons, which 
was one thoufand live hundred talents, except¬ 
ing a few of the vcffels, wliieli he relerved for 
himfelf; and they were acceptable to him, not 
lb much for the great value they were of, as 
becaufe they were memorials of the king to him. 


•C II A P. XII. 

Conccniin'T a [parlous Alexander. 

§ I.TTTIIEN thefo affairs had been thus 
VV fettled by C;dar, a certain young 
man, by birth a Jew, but brought up by a Ro¬ 
man fvecd-man in the city Sidon, ingrafted him¬ 
felf into the kindred of Herod, by the refem- 
blance of his countenance, which thofe that 
law him atteflcd to be that of Alexander, the 
foil of Herod, whom lie had Plain ; and this 
was an incitement to him to endeavour to ob¬ 
tain the government: fo lie took to him, as an 
affiftant, a man of his own country, (one that 
was well acquainted with the affairs of the pa¬ 
lace, but on other accounts an ill man, and 
one whole nature made him capable of caufmg 
great ditlurbances to the public, and one that 
became a teacher of iuch a milchievous contri¬ 
vance to the other) anti declared himfelf to be 
Alexander, and the ion of Herod, but ftolcn 
a wav ;>v one of thofe that were lent to flay him, 
who in reality Hew other men in order to tic- 
nm the fpcct.itors, but laved both him and 
iff; brother Aridobuitis. Thus was this man 
elated, and able to impofe on thofe that came 
;n lib, 11 and when lie was come to Crete, he 
made all the lews that came to difeourfe with 
him in ilev ; ; him i to be Alexander]. And when 
L had gotten much money which had been 
prevented* t-« him there, he palled over to Mc- 
lo-, where he got much more money than he 
had before, out of the belief they had that he 
was of the royal family, and their hopes that 
he would recover his father’s principality, and 


reward his benefactors; To he made hade to 
Rome, and was conduced thither by thofe 
j flrangers who entertained him. He was alfo 
| fo fortunate, as, upon his landing at Dicear- 
i chia, to bring the Jews that were there into the 
fame dclufion ; and not only other people, but 
alfo all thofe that had been great with Herod, 
or had a kindnefs for him, joined themfelves to 
this man as to their king. The caufc of it was 
! this, that men were glad of his pretences, which 
; were feconded by the likcncfs of his countenance, 

| which made thofe that had been acquaint* d 
( with Alexander ftrongly to believe that he wa; 
i no other but the very fame perfon, which they 
, alfo confirmed to others by oath ; infomueh, 
that when the report went about him that he 
i was coming to Rome, the whole multitude of 
I the Jews that were there went out to meet him, 
|j aferibing it tu Divine Providence that he had fo 


unexpectedly elcaped, and being very joyful on 
; account of bis mother’s family. And when he 
I was come, lie was carried in a royal litter 
j through the Erects, and all the ornaments a- 
j bout him w r ere fuch as kings are adorned with- 
! al ; and this was at the cxpences of thofe that 
J entertained him. The multitude alfo flocked 
( about him greatly, and made mighty acclama¬ 
tions to him, and nothing was omitted which 
J ; could be thought fuitable to fuch as had been to 
' unexpectedly preferred. 

2. When this thing was told Caffar, he did 
jj not believe it, becaufe Herod was not eafily to 
| be impofed upon in fuch affairs ,;\s were of 
.great concern to him ; yet, having feme fufpi- 
cion it might be fo, he lent one Celadus, a 
freed-man of his, and one that had converted 
with the young men themfelves, and bade him 
bring Alexander into his prefence : fo he 
brought him, being no more accurate in jud¬ 
ging about him than the reft of the multitude. 
Yet did not he deceive Caffar; for although 
there was a refemblance between him and 
Alexander, yet was it not fo exact as to imp^fc 
on fuch as were prudent in difeerning ; for 
, this fpuriouB Alexander had his hands rough, 
| by the labours he had been put to, and inftead 


of 
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of that foftnefs of body which the other had, 
and this as derived from his delicate and gener¬ 
ous education, this man, tor the contrary rea- 
fon, had a* rugged body. When, therefore, 
Crefar faw how the maftcr and the fcholur a- 
' greed in this lying, ftory, and in a hold way of 
talking, he enquired about Ariftobulus, and 
alked what became of him, who fit fee ms] 
was ftolen away together with him, and for 
what reafon it was that he did r.ot come along 
with him, and endeavour to recover that do¬ 
minion which was due to his high hath alfo ? 
And when he laid, That “ he had been left in 
the ifle of Crete, for fear of the dangers of the 
fc 1, that, in cafe any accident fhould come to 
himfelf, the pofterity of Mariamne might not 
utterly perifh, but that Ariftobtilus might fur- 
vive, and punifh thole that laid fuch treacher¬ 
ous defigns againft them.” And when he per- 
levered in his affirmations, and the author of 
the impofture agreed in fupporting it, Crefar 
took the young man by himfelf, and faid to 
him, “ If thou wilt not impofe upon me, thou 
fhalt have this for thy reward, that thou ffialt 
c fcApe with thy life; tell me then, who thou 
art ? and who it was that had boldnefs enough 
to contrive fuch a cheat as this ? For this con¬ 
trivance is too confiderable a piece of villany to 
be undertaken by one of thy age.” Accord¬ 
ingly, becaufc he had no other way to take, 
he,told Crefar the contrivance, and after what 
manner, and by whom it was laid together. 

' !5o C$far, upon obferving the fpurious Alex¬ 
ander to bea,,ftrong active man, and fit to work 
with his h|nds, that he might not break his 
promife to' Elm, put him among thofe that 
„ were ,t6 row iimohg the mariners; but flew him 
that induced him to do what he had done ; for 
as for the people of Melos, he thought them 
fufficiently pimfthfd, iq having thrown away 
fo much of their money upon this fpurious A- 
lexander. And fuch was the ignominious con- 
clufion* pf this bold contrivance about the fpu- 

ri&us Alexander’. 

. , ! * 

*• rSpanhcim fcafonably obfcrves here, that it was for¬ 
bidden the Jews to many their brother’s wife, when fhe 
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C II A P. XIII. 

Ilow Archclatis , upon j fo ond A- < ufnllon , was 
ba n /Joed t o Vt cn>:.\ 

§ i.'TTTHEN Arch elm is was omcred on his 
▼ v ethnarchy, and was come into Ju¬ 
dea, he accufed Joa?ar, th<‘ lbn ofBoetlms, of 
affilling the feditious, and took away the high 
priefthood from him, and put Klca7ir his bro¬ 
ther in his place. He alfo magnificently rebuilt 
the royal palace that had been at Jericho, and 
he diverted half the water with which the vil¬ 
lage of Neara ufed to he watered, and drew off 
that water into the plain, to water thofe palm- 
trees which he had there planted : lie ahobuilr 
a village, and put his own name upon ir, and 
called it Anhchiu. Moreover, lie * truftgre!- 
fed the law of our fathers, and married Glaphy¬ 
ra, the daughter of Arch cl a us, who had been 
the wife of his brother Alexander, which Alex¬ 
ander had children by her. while it war a thing 
deteftabh* among the Jews to many the bro¬ 
ther’s wife ; nor did this Flea^ar abide long in 
the high priefthood, Jefus, the fon of Sic, be¬ 
ing put in his room while he was ftill living, 
2. But on the tenth year of Archelaus’s go¬ 
vernment, both his brethren, and the princi¬ 
pal men of Judea and Samaria, not being able 
to bear his barbarous and tyrannical ufage of 
them, accufed him before Crefar, and that efpe- 
cially becaufc they knew he had broken the 
commands of Crefar, which obliged him to be¬ 
have himfelf with moderation among them. 
Whereupon Crefar, when he heard it, was very 
angry, and called for Archelaus’s fteward, who 
took care of his affairs at Rome, and wliofc 
name was Archclaus alfo, and thinking it be¬ 
neath him to write to Archclaus, he hid him. 
fill away as foon as poffible, and bring him to 
us; fo the man made hafte in his voyage, and 
when he came into Judea, he found Archelaus 
fearing with his friends; fo he told him what 
i Csefar 

hadWrildrenby her firft holbaiid, and that Zonoras [citep, 

’ interprets the claufe before us accordingly.' 

7 R 
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Cxfar had fcnt him about, and haftened him 
away. "Arid when he was come [to Rome] 
Caefar, upon hearing what certain accufers of 
his had to fay, and what reply he could make, 
both baniihed him, and appointed Vienna, a 
city of .Gaul, to be the place of his habitation, 
arid took his money away from him. 

3. Now before Archelaus was gone up to 
Rome upon this meifage, he related this dream 
to his friends, That “ he faw ears of corn, in 
number ten, full of wheat perfectly ripe, which 
ears, as it feemed to him, were devoured by 
oxen.” And when he was awake and gotten 
up, becaufe the viiion appeared to be of great im¬ 
portance to hint, he lent for the diviners, whofe 
ftydy was employed about dreams. And while 
fome were of one opinion, and fome o.f another 
(for all their interpretations did not agree) Si¬ 
mon, a man of the fed of the Eflens, defired 
leave to fpeak his mind freely, and faid, That 
“ the viiion denoted a change in the affairs of 
Archelaus, and that not for the better ; that 
oxen, becaufe that animal takes uneafy pains 
in his labours, denoted afflidious,. and indeed 
denoted farther a change of affairs ; becaufe 
that land which is ploughed by oxen cannot 
remain in its former Hate; and that the ears of 
corn being ten, determined the like number of 
years, becaufe an ear of corn grows in one 
year ; and that the time of Archelaus’s govern¬ 
ment was over.” And thus did this man ex¬ 
pound the dream. Now on the-fifth day after 
this dream came full to Archelaus, the other 
Archelaus, that was ient to Judea by Ca-far to 
call him away, came thither alio. 

,4. The like accident befel Glaphyra his 
wife, who was the daughter of king Archelaus, 
who, as I faid before, was married while {he 
was a virgin, to Alexander, the fon of Herod, 
and brother of Archelaus ; but fince it fell ,out 
fo, that Alexander was flain by his father, fhe 
was married to Juba, the king of Lydia *, and 
when he was dead, and fhe lived in widow¬ 
hood in Cappadocia with her father, Archelaus 
divorced his former wife Mariamnc, and mar¬ 
ried her, fo great was his affedion for this Gla- 
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phyra.; who, during her marriage to him, faw 
the following dream : “ She thought fhe law 
Alexander Handing by her, at which flic re¬ 
joiced, and embraced him with great affection; 
but that he complained of her, and faid, O Gla¬ 
phyra ! thou proveft that, faying to be true, 
which allures us, that women are not to be 
trufted. Didft not thou.pledge thy faith to me ? 
and waft not thou married to me when thou 
waft a virgin ? and- had we not children be¬ 
tween us ? Yet haft thou forgotten the affedion 
I bear to thee, out of a defire of a l'econd huf- 
band. Nor haft thou been fatislicd with that 
injury thou didft me, but thou haft been Jo 
bold as to procure thee a third hufband to lie 
by thee, and in an indecent and impudent 
manner haft entered into my houfe, and haft 
been married to Archelaus, thy hufband, and 
my brother. However, I will not forget thy 
former kind affedion for me, but will let thee 
free from every fuch reproachful adion, and 
caufe thee to be mine again, as thou once 
waft.” When fhe had related this to her 
female companions, in a few. days time fhe de¬ 
parted this life, 

5. Now 1 did not think fhefe hiftories im¬ 
proper for the prefent difeourfe, both becaufe 
my difeourfe now is concerning kings, and 
otherwife alfo on account of the advantage 
hence to be drawn, as well for the confirma¬ 
tion of the immortality of the foul, as of the 
providence of. God over human affairs, I 
thought them fit to be fet down; but if'any¬ 
one does not believe fuch relations,, let him in¬ 
deed enjoy his own opinion; but let him not 
hinder another, that would thereby encourage 
himfelf in virtue. So Archelaus’s country was 
laid to the province of Syriaand Cyrenius, 
one that- had been conful, was Lent by Caffar 
to take an account of. peoples effeds. in Syria, 
and to fell the houfe. of Archelaus*. 


B ( 



BOOK XVIII. 

Containing the Interval of Thirty-two Teats. 

[From the Banishment of Archelaus to the Departure of the Jews- 

from Babylon.] 


C II A P. I. 

How Cyrenius was fait by Cwfar to make a 
Taxation of Syria ami Judea ; and how Co- 
ponius was fent to be Procurator of Judea : 
concerning Judas of Galilee , and concerning 
the Seth that were among the Jews. 


§ i, TV TOW Cyrcaiu'o, a Roman fenator, 
and one who had gone through 
A, other magiftracie!}, and had paf~ 
fed through them till he had been conful, and 
one who, on other accounts, was of great dig¬ 
nity, came at this time into Syria, with a few' 
others, being fent by Cadar to be a judge of 
that nation, and to take an account of their 
iubftance : Coponius alfo,. a man of the equef- 
trian order, was fent together with him, to 
have the fupreme power over the Jew's. More¬ 
over, Cyreuius came himlelf into Judea, which 1 
was how added to the province of Syria, to take , 
. an recount, of their Iubftance, and to.diipofe of, 

* Since St. Lube once, Aft. v. 37. and Jofephus four j 
Several times, once here, § 6 , and B. XX. chap. v. t 2 . j 
Of the.War, J3. II. chap. viii. § 1. and chap. xvii. f 8. I 
calls this judas, who was .the peflilent author of that fe- 
ditious dotlrine and temper which Brought the Jcwifh na¬ 
tion to utter defiruftion, .> Galilean , but here, 4 1 . Joftplius 
calls him a Gauhujte, of the city Gamala: It is a great 
queftifin .where this Judas rvas born, whether in Galilee, 

• on the- weft fide, or in Gaulonitis, on the caft fide ot the 
river Jordan ; while, in the place'juft now cited out of 
the Antiquities, 11 , .XX. chap. v. ^ 2. he is not only called 
a Galilean, but it is added to bis Bory, as I have fgntfed 
in the books that go before theft, as if he had Bill called him a 
‘hole Antiquities before, as well’as in that 
ace, as Dean Aldrich obferves, On the War, 

. viii. § ,r.. Nor can pne well imagine why he 
.e call him a Ganhnite , when in the 6tb fcClion 


Archelaus’s money : but the Jews, although at 
the beginning they took the report of a taxation 
heinouily, yet did they leave oft' any ftuthei 
opposition to it, by the pcrfualion of Joazar, 
who was the foil of Boethus, and high prietl ; 
fo they being over-perfuaded by Joazar’s words, 
gave an account of their eftates, without any 
difpute about it. Yet was there one Judas, * a 
Gaulonite, of a city whole name was Gamala , 
who taking with'him Saddouk, f a Pharifee, 
became zealous to draw them to a revolt, who 
both faid that this taxation was no better than 
an introduction to fiavery, and exhorted the 
nation to aftert their liberty ; as if they could 
procure them happinefs and fecurity for what 
.they poffefled, and an allured enjoyment of a 
ftill greater good, which was that of the ho* 
nour and glory they would thereby acquire for 
magnanimity. They alfo faid, that God would 
not otherwii'e be aflifting to them, than upon 

their 

following here, as well as twice Of the War, be Bill call) 
him a Galilean. As for the city of Gamala, whence Um 
Judas was derived, it determines nothing, fmee there was 
two of that name, the one in Gaulonitis, the other in G 1- 
liiee. See Behind on five city or town of that-nam". 

•| It kerns not very improbable tome, that thisE i.hluc, 
the Vhartlec, WJS die very lame man ol whom the Rab¬ 
bins fpeak, as the unhapj y but Sjndefignniw occalioii of 
j the impiety or infidelity of tut, Sadduces; nor peril ips hart 
the men this name of n.nhluces till this very time, though 
they were a diflinft fort long before. .Set the note on 
B.XIII chap. x. § 3. and Dean Ptidcai.x, there quoted •, 
nor do we, tint I knowoi, find the lcafl footBeps of fut.Ii 
impiety or infidelity of thefe Sadduces befcrc this time, 
the Recognitions alluring us, that they began t»i about, 
i-the .days of John the Bapfift, B. I. chap. lr. 
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their joining with one another in fuch counfels j 
ni might be fuccefsful, and for their own ad¬ 
vantage ; and this efpecially if they would let 
ah<. >ut great exploits, and not grow weary in 
executing the fame; fo men received what 
they faid with pleafurc, and this bold attempt 
proceeded to a great height. All forts of mil- 
fortunes alfo 1 prang from thefb men, and the 
nation was infeded with this doctrine to an in- j 
credible degree ; one violent war came upon 1 
us after another, and we loll our friends which 
tiled to alleviate our pains; there were alfo 
very great robberies, and murders of our princi¬ 
pal 'men. This was done in pretence indeed 
for the public welfare, but in reality from the 
hopes of gain to themfelvcs ; whence arofc ie- 
ditions, and from them murders of men, which 
fometimes fell on thole of their own people (by 
the unwinds of thefe men towards one another, 
while their del;ire was, that none of the adverfe 
party might lie left) and foretimes on their 
enemies; a famine alfo coming upon us redu- j 
ced m to the laft degree of defpair, as did alfo 
the talcing and demolilhing of cities : nay, the 
fedition at laft increafed fo high, that the very 
temple of God was burnt down by their ene¬ 
mies fire. Such were the confequences of this, 
that the cuftoms of our fathers were altered,* 
and fuch a change was made, as added a mighty j 
weight toward bringing all to deftrudion, which 
thefe men oceafioncd by their thus confpiring i 
together; for Judas and Sadducus, * who 
excited a fourth philofophic led among m, j 
and had a great many followers therein, filled 
our civil government with tumults at preient, 
and laid the foundations of our future naileries 
by tills lyftem of philol’ophy, which we were 
before unacquainted withal; concerning which 
J will dilcourfe a little, and this the rather be- 
c.vule the infedion which fpread thence among 
the younger fort, who were zealous for it, 
brought the public to deftrudion. 

•2. The Jews had, for a great while, had 
three feds of philofophy peculiar to themlelves, 
the fed of the Ellens, and the fed of the Sad- 
duces, and the third fort of opinions was that 
■of thofe called Pharifees j of which feds although 


I have already fpoken in the fecond book of 
the Jewilh War, yet will I a little touch upon 
them now. 

p Now for the Pharifees, they live meanly, 
and defpife delicacies in diet ; and they follow 
the condud of reafon ; and what that preicribe:; 
to them as good for them, they do ; and they 
think they ought earneilly to flrivc to obiervn 
reafon’s didates for pradice. They alfo pa 7 
a refped to fuch as are in years; nor are they 
lo bold as to contradid them in any thing 
which they have introduced ; and, when they 
determine that all things are done bv late, they 
do not take away the freedom from men of 
ading as they think lit; fmee their notion is, 
that it hath plcafed God to make a tempera¬ 
ment, whereby what he wills is done, but fo 
that the will of man can ad virtuoully or vi- 
cioully, They alfo believe that fouls have an 
immortal vigour in them, and that under the 
earth there will be rewards or punifhments, ac¬ 
cording as they have lived virtuoully or viciouf- 
ly in this life ; and the latter are to be detained 
in an everlafting prifon, but that the former 
fhall have power to revive and live again: on 
account of which dodrines they are able great¬ 
ly to perfuade -the body of the people; and 
whatsoever they do about divine worfhip, 
prayers, and facrifices, they perform them ac¬ 
cording to tiieir diredion ; infomuch, that the 
cities give great atteftations to them on account 
of their entire virtuous condud, both in the 
adions of their lives, and their difeourfes alfo. 

4. But the dodrine of the Sadduces is 
this, That fouls die with the bodies ; nor do 
they regard the obfervation of any thing be- 
fides what the law enjoins them ; for they 
; think it an inftance of virtue to difpute with 
I thole teachers of philofophy whom they fre¬ 
quent ; but this dodtine is received but by a 
| few, yet by thofe ftill of the greateft dignity, 
j But they are able to do almoft nothing of them- 
j felves; for when they become magiftrates, as 
they are unwilling and by force fometimes ob¬ 
liged to be, they addid themfelves tc the no¬ 
tions of the Pharifees, beeaufe the multitude 
would not otherwile bear theta. 


* fir* rtir note, tv (*>-1 
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. 5. The do&rine of the EiTens is this, That 
fill things aie bell aEribed to God. They 
teach the immortality of fouls, and efteem that , 
the rewards of righteoufnefs are to he earncflly ; 
llriven for ; and when they End f what they j 
have dedicated to God in the temple, they do i 
not oiler facriliccs, becaufethey have moie puie 
luflrations of their own ; on whii h account 
they are excluded from the common court of 
the temple, but offer their facrlfices themlelves ; 
yet is their courfc of life better than that 
of other men ; and they entirely addidl them- 
Jelvcs to hufbandry. It alfo deferves our ad¬ 
miration, how much they exceed all other men 
that additi themlelves to virtue, and this in 
righteoufnefs ; and indeed, to fuch a degree, 
rl 1 at, as it hath never appeared among any 
other men, neither Greeks nor barbarians, no 
not for a little time, lb hath it endured a long 
while among them. This is demonllrated by 
that inllitution of theirs, which will not fuller 
any thing to hinder them from having all things 
in common ; l'o that a rich man enjoys no more 
of his own wealth than he who hath nothing 
at all. There are about four thoufand men 
that live in this way; and neither marry wives, 
nor are defirous to keep fervants; as thinking 
the latter tempts men to be unjuft, and the for¬ 
mer gives the handle to domeftic quarrels ; hut, 
as they live by themfelves, they minifter one to 
another. They alfo appoint certain ftewards 
to receive the incomes of their revenues, and 
of the fruits of the ground ; fuch as are good 
men, and priefts, who are to get their corn 
and their food ready for them. They none of 
them differ from others of the Ellens in their 
way of living, but do the moft refemhle thole 
Dacse, who are called Poliftai f [dwellers in 
cities.,] 

* It feems by what Jofcphtts fays here, anti Philo him- 
felf elfewhere, Op. p. 676. that thefe EiTens did not ufe 
to go up to the Jewiih fedivals at Jerufalem, or to offer 
facrlfices there, which may be one great occafion why 
they are never mentioned in the ordinary books of the New 
TSwsKQEtoty though in the Apoftoiical Conftinrutms they 
■'are- tat* tioudd, as thofe that objerwd the cujtoms of their 
jbrfftfktrs, and that without any fuch ill character laid 

>* No. XXVII. * 
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6. 11 in - of the fourth lcdl of Jcwifti philo- 
loping judas the Galilean was the author. 
Th<k men agree in all other things with the 
riuriiab notions ; but they have an .inviolable 
attachment to liberty, and fay, tint God is to 
be their only ruler and lord. They alio do not 
value dying any kinds of death, nor indeed do 
they heed the deaths of their relations and 
ftiends ; nor can any fuch fear make them cal! 
any man lord. And, fince this immoveable 
refolution of theirs is well known to a great 
many, I lhall fpcak no farther about that mat* 
j ter ; nor am I afraid that any thing I have 
J laid of them ftiould be difbelieved, but rather 
i fear that what I have laid is beneath the refo¬ 
lution they Ihcw when they undergo pain. 
And it was in Gcflius Horus’s time that the 
nation began to go mad with this diftemper; 
who was our procurator, and who occaftonetl 
, the Jews to go wild with it by the abufe of his 
, authority, and to make them revolt from the 
( Romans. And thefe arc the llcls of Jewillt 
! philofophy. 


CHAP IT. 

Ho xv Herod and Phi if built fevcral Cities in 
Honour of Cafar. Concerning the Succeffiou 
of Pntfs and Procurators ; as afo uobat hi- 
fi P hr antes and the Part hi am. 

§ l.IT 7IIF.N Cyrenius had now dlfpofed 
VV of Archelaus’s money, and when 
the taxings were come to a concJulion, which 
were made in the thirty-feventh of CrefarV. 
vidtory over Antony at Adtium, he deprived 
Joazar of the high priefthood, which dignity 
had been conferred on him by tire multitude, 

and 

upon them, as is there laid upon the other fefls among 
that people. 

,f Who thefe Pahjlm in Jofcphu%,0r in Strain/, 

among the Pythagoric Doca: were, itf «:tybi eafy to iletci- 
mine. "Scaliger offers no lmprohabfe conjecture, tliat 
fome of thele Dacne lived alone, like 'fftonk;;, in tents or 
caves } out that others of them 'lived together m built 
fittet, and thence were called, by fuch names -ts implied 
the fame. 

.7 S 
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and-he appointed Ananus, the fon of Seth, to 
be high prieft while Herod and Philip had 
each of them received their own tetrarehy, and 
lcttlcd the affairs thereof. lie rod alio built a 
wall about Sepphoris (which is the fecurity of 
all Galilee) and made it the metropolis of the 
country. He alfo built a wall round Betha- 
ramphtha, which was itfclf a city alfo, and call¬ 
ed it : Julias y from the name of the emperor’s 
wife. When Philip alfo had built Paneas, a 
city at the fountains of Jordan, he named it 
Cctfarca . He alfo advanced the village. I3eth- 
laida, lituate at the lake of Geunefareth, unto 
the dignity of a city, both by the number, of in* 1 
habitants it contained, and its other grandeur, 
a,i?d called it by the name of Julias ., the fame*: 
name with Cielar’s daughter. 

a. As Coponius, who wc told you* was fent 
along with. Cyrenius, was exercifmg his office 
of procurator, and governing Judea, the fol¬ 
lowing accidents happened. As the Jews were 
celebrating the feaft of unleavened bread, which \ 
we call the FaJJ'ovcr , it was cuftomary for the 
priefts to open the temple gates juft after mid¬ 
night.. When therefore tbofe gates were lirft 
opened, fome of the Samaritans came privately 
into Jerufalem, and threw about dead mens 
bodies in the cloifters; on which account'the 
jews afterward excluded them out of the tem¬ 
ple, which they had not tiled to do at l'uch fef- 
tivals ; and on other accounts alfo they watch¬ 
ed the temple more carefully than they had 
formerly done. A little after which accident 
Coponius returned to Rome, and Marcus Am- 
bivius came to be his fucceffor in that govern¬ 
ment ; under whom Salome, the lifter of king 
i it rod, died, and left to Julia [Cae far's wife] 
jatnnia, all its toparchy, and Phafaelis in the 
plain, and Archelais, where is a great planta¬ 
tion of palm-trees - , and their fruit is excellent 
in its kind. Ad. r him came Annius Rufus, 
under whom died Ccefar, the fee one? emperor 
of the Romans, the duration of whole reign, 
was lifty-feven years, beftdes fix months and 
two days (of which time Antouius ruled to- 

* We may here take notice, as well as m the parallel 
pro of the books Of the War, IS. if. chap. is. § i. that 
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gether with him fourteen years) ; but the du>- 
ration of his life was ieventy-dven years ; upon 
whole death-Tiberius Nero, his wife Julia’s ion, 
fucceeded. He was now the-third emperor; 
and he fent Valerius Gratu* to be procurator 
of Judea, and to fucceed Annius Rufus. This 
man deprived Ananas of the high priefthood, 
and appointed Ifmael, the Ton of Phabi, to be 
high prieft. He alfo deprived him in a little 
time, and ordained Eleazer, the fon of Ananus, 
who had been high prieft before, to be high, 
prieft; which office, when he had held for a 
year, Gratus deprived him of it, and gave the 
high priefthood to Simon, the fon of Gamithus ; 
and, when he had’ poffeffed that dignity no 
longer than a year, Jofeph Caiaphas was made 
his fucceffor. When Gratus had done theio 
things, he went back to Rome, after he had 
tarried in Judea eleven years, when Pontius 
Pilate came as his.fucceffor. 

3. And How Herod the tetrarch, who was 
■ in great favour with Tiberius, built a city of 
the fame name with him, and called it Tiberias* 
He built if in the bell part of Galilee, at the 
lake of'Gennelareth. There are warm baths,, 
at a little diftance from it, in a village named 
Emmaus. Strangers came and inhabited this 
city ; a great number of the inhabitants were 
Galileans alfo j and many were neceffitated by 
Herod to come thither out of the country be¬ 
longing to him, and were by force compelled 
to be its inhabitants ; fome of them were per¬ 
rons of condition. He alfo admitted poor peo* 
pie, and thofe fuch as were collected from all 
parts, to dwell in it. Nay, fome- of them were 
not quite freemen; and th’efe he was a bene- 
factor to, and made them free in great num¬ 
bers ; but obliged them not to forlake the 
city, by building them very good houfes at his 
own expences, and by giving them land alfo ; 
for lie was-fenfible,. that to, make this place 
an habitation was to tranfgrefs the Jewifh an¬ 
cient laws, becaufe many fepulchres Were to 
be here taken away, in order to make room 
for the city Tiberias ; * whereas our laws prm 

after the death &f Herod the Great, and the fuccefluon of 
Ardfefclaaif, Jefofihtis is Wrv brief in hi* accwiats of jVdea, 

till- 
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'JSOunce,*. that fuch inhabitants-are unlean for 
feven days.* 

4- About this time died Phraates, king of 
the Parthians, by the treachery of Phraat.tces 
his fon,- upon the occafion following. When 
Pliraatcs had had‘legitimate Ions of his own, 
he had alfo an Italian maid-fervant, whole name 
was Tbernnifa , who had been formerly lent to 
him by Julitis Crefar among other prefents. 
He firll made her his concubine ; but he beinir 
a great admirer of her beauty, in proccfs of 
time having a fon by her, .whole name was 
P hr ant aces, he made her his legitimate wife, 
and had a great refpedt for her. Now Ihe was 
able to perl'uadehim to any thing that lhe laid, 
and was earned: in procuring the government 
of Parthia for her fon; but ftill flic law that 
her endeavours would not fuceeed, unlefs lhe 
could contrive how to remove Phra. cs’s leui- 

- O 

tiinate foils [out of the kingdom] ; lu flic per- 
fmuled him to fend thofe his fous, as pledges of 
his lidelity, to Rome ; and they were lent to 
Rome accordingly, becaule it was not ealy for 
him to contradict her commands. Now, while 
Phraataccs was alone brought up in order to 
lucceed in the government, he thought it very 
tedious to expebt that government by his fa¬ 
ther's donation [as his luccelTor] ; lie therefore 
formed a treacherous defign againft his father 
by his mother’s afTiftanee, with whom, as the 
report went, he had criminal converfation alfo. 
So he was hated lor boththefe vices, while his 
fubje&s efteemed this [wicked] Jove of his mo¬ 
ther to be no way inferior to his parricide ; and 
he was- by them ita a fedition expelled out of 
the country, before he grew- too great, and 
died. But as the beft fort of Parthians agreed 
together, that it was impofliblc they fhould be 
governed' without' a king; while it was alfo 
their eonftant prabtice to chufe one of the fa¬ 
mily-of Arfaces (nor<did their law allow-of any 
others; and they thought this kingdom had 
been fufficiently. injured already by the mar¬ 
riage with an Italian concubine, and-by herif- 


i *" ue ) they fent ambalkulors, and called Orodcs 
[to take the crown] ; for the multitude wc uhi 
not otherwife have borne them ; and though 
he wer e accufcd of very great cruelty* and was 
ol an intractable temper, and prone to'vwuth, 
yet Hill he was one of the family of’At lace;. 
However, they made a conlpiracy againfl birr, 
and flew him, and that, as fume lay, at a fcf- 
tival, and among their faerilices (for it is the 
univerfal cuflom there to carry their /words 
with them) but, as the more general report is, 
they flew him when they had drawn him our 
a-hunting. So they lent ambafladors to Rome, 
and deiired they would fe..d one of thole that: 
were there as pledges, to be their king. Ac¬ 
cordingly Vonones was preferred before the 
red, and font to them (for he feemed capable 
| of fuch great fortune, which two of the great- 
eft kingdoms under the fun now offered him, 
his own, and a foreign one.) However, the 
barbarians loon changed their minds, they be¬ 
ing naturally of a mutable difpofrrion, upon 
the fuppofal, that this man was not worthy to 
be their governor; for they could not think of 
obeying the commands of one that had been a 
Have (for fo they called thofe that had been 
hoftages) nor could they bear the ignominy of 
! that name ; and this was the more intolerable, 
bccaufe then the Parthians mult have fuch a 
king let over them, not by right of war, but 
in a time of peace. So they prefcntly invited 
Artabanus, king of Media, to be their king, 
he being alfo of the race of Arfaces. Artaba¬ 
nus complied with the offer that was made 
him, and came to them with an army. So 
Vonones met him ; and at firft the multitude 
of the Parthians flood on his fide, and lie pur 
his army in array ; but Artabanus was beaten, 
and fled to the mountains of Media. Vet did 
he a little after gather a great-army together, 
and fought with Vonone?, and hear 1dm ; 
whereupon Vonones filed away on hoileback, 
with, a few of his attendants about- him, to Sc - 

leuvia 


till near his own time. Ifuppofe thereafon is, that after 
the large hiitory of Nicolaus of ; i)im»tkfeus, including the 
life of Herod, and probuhlyth? fccceUkm and foil action* 


of his foas, he had but few good Lktones of thefe 
before him. 

J Nunr, iix. II,*—14.. 


Unit j 
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leuciu [upon Tigris. ] So when Artabanus had 
Main a great number, and this alter he had 
gotten the vid/fcory, by reaion of the very great 
dilmay the barbarians were in, lie retired to 
Ctefiphon with a great number of his people ; 
and in 1 he now reigned over the Earth'ans. 
But Vonones Med away to Armenia ; and, as 
Moon as he came thither, he had an inclination 
to have the government of the country given 
him, and feat ambalTatlors to Rome [for that 
purpofe.] But becaufe Tiberius refufed it him, 
and becaitfe he wanted courage, and becaufe 
the Parthian king threatened him, and fent 
•ambafladors to him to denounce war againft 
him if he proceeded, and becaufe he had no 
way to take to regain any other kingdom (for 
the people of authority among the Armenians 
about Niphatcs joined thcmfelves to Artabanus) 
he delivered up himfelf to Silanus, the prefident 
of Syria, who, out of regard to his education 
at Rome, kept him in Syria, while Artabanus 
•gave Armenia to Chocks, one of his own fons. j 
5. At this time died Antiochus, the king of | 
Commagene ; whereupon the multitude con¬ 
tended with the nobility, and both fent ambaf- 
fad«rs [to Rome] ; for the men of power were 
defirous, that their form of government might 
be changed into that of a [Roman] province; 
as were the multitude defirous to be under 
kings, as their fathers had been. So the ienate 
made a decree, that Germanicus fhould be fent ! 
to fettle the affairs of the eaft, fortune hereby \ 
taking a proper opportunity for depriving him 
of his life; for when he had been in the eaft, 
and fettled all affairs there, his life was taken 
away by the poifon which Pifo gave him, as 
hath been related elfewhere. * ‘ 

C H A P. III. 

A Sedition of the yews againjl Pontius Pilate. 
Concerning Cbrifl ; and what bcfel Paulina 
and the yews at Rome. 

1 . T~)UT now Pilate, the procurator of Jtj- 
£j dea, removed the army from Cxfarea 

* This citation is now wanting, 
t Tliefe Jews as tl ey arc here called, whofe blood 
Tilate ili<cd cn this occafion, may very veil be thofe -very 
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to Jerufalem, to take their winter-quarters there* 
in order to abotifh the Jewifli laws. So he in¬ 
troduced Cxfar’s effigies, which were upon 
the enfigns, and brought them into the efty ; 
whereas our law forbids us the very making 
of images ; on which account the former pro¬ 
curators were wont to make their entry into 
the city with fuch enfigns as had not thofe or¬ 
naments. Pilate was the firfl 'who brought 
thofe images to Jerufalem, and fet them up 
there ; which was done without the knowledge 
of the people, becaufe it was done in the night¬ 
time ; but, as foona ' they knew it, they came 
in multitudes to Cxfarea, and interceded with 
Pilate many days, that he would remove the 
images ; and when Jhc would not grant their 
requell-, b -caufc this would tend to the injury 
of (Afar, while yet they perfevered in their 
requeft, on the lixth day he ordered his l’olclicrs 
to have .heir weapons privately, while he came 
and fat upon his judgment feat; which feat 
was fo pu pared in the open place of the city, 
that it concealed the army that lay ready to 
opprefs tnem; and, when the Jews petitioned 
him again, he gave a fignal to the foldiers to 
encompafs them round, and threatened that 
their punilhment fhould be no lefs than imme¬ 
diate death, unlel's they would leave off difturb- 
ing him, and go their ways home. But they 
threw thcmfelves upon the ground, and laid 
their necks bare, and faid, they would take 
their death very willingly, lather than the wis¬ 
dom of their laws fhould be tranfgrefled ; up¬ 
on which Pilate was deeply affedted with their 
firm refolution to keep their laws inviolable, 
and prefently commanded the images to be 
carried back from Jerufalem to Cxfarea. 

2. But Pilate undertook to bring a current 
of w'ater to Jerufalem, and did it with the fa- 
cred money, and derived the origin of the 
, ftream from the diftaq.ee of two hundred Fur¬ 
longs. However, the Jews f were not pleafed 
with what had been done about this water ; 

and 

Galilean Jews, itihefe blood Pilate had ndnghd with thdr 
fjcnjices ; lujlte sail. 1, : 2. thefe tumults .being ufually 
. exerted 
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many ten thoufands of the people got to¬ 
gether, and made a clamour again!! him, and 
infilled tha,t he fhould leave off that defign. 
Some of them alfo ufed reproaches, and abui'ed 
, the man, as crowds Of fuch people ufually do. 
So lie habited a great number of his foldiers in 
their habit, who carried daggers under their 
garments, and fent them to a place where they 
might furround them. So he bid the Jews 
himfelf go away; but, they boldly calling re¬ 
proaches upon him, he gave the foldiers that 
iignal which had been before-hand agreed on ; 
who laid upon them much greater blows than j 
Pilate had commanded them, and equally puni- 
t Hied thofe that were tumultuous, and thofe that 
were not ; nor did they fpare them in the leaft ; 
and fince the people were unarmed, and were 
caught by men prepared for what they were 
about, there were a great number of them llain 
by this means, and others of them ran away 
wounded.^ And thus an end was put to this 
(edition. \ ^ 

• 3, Now there was about this time Jefus, a 
a wife m%n, if it be lawful to call him a man ; 
for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher 
of fuch men as receive the truth with pleafure. 
He drew over to him both many of the Jews, 
and many of the Gentiles. lie was [the] 
Chrift. And when Pilate, at the fuggellion of 
the principal men among us, had condemned 
him to the crofs,* thofe that loved him at the 
lirft did not forfake him; for he appeared to 
them alive again the third day ;*}* as the divine 
prophets had foretold thefe and ten thoufand 
other wonderful things concerning him. And 
the tribe of Chriftians, fo named from him, are 
not extind at this day. 

excited at fome of the Jews great feftivals, when they 
ilew abundance of facrifices, and the Galileans being com¬ 
monly much more bufy in fuch tumults than thofe of Ju¬ 
dea and Jerufalem, as we learn from the hiftory of Arche- 
laus, Antiq. B. XVII. chap. ix. § 3. and chap. x. 2, 9. 
though indeed Jofephus’s prefent copies fay not one word 
of thofe tighteen upon •whom the tower in Stham fell, andflew 
them, which the 4th verfe of the fame ninth chapter of 
St Luka informs us of. But fince our gofpcl teaches us, 
Luke xxiii. 6, 7. that, when Pilate heard of Galilee, he 
ajked whether Jefus were a Galilean ? And, as foon as he 
knew that he belonged tottered's jurifdiphon, he fent him to 
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4. About the fame time alfo another lad 
calamity put the Jews into diforde’-, and certain 
fhnmeful practices happened about the temple 
of Ills that was at Rome. 1 will now foil take 
notice of the wicked attempt about the temple 
of Ills, and will then give an amount of the 
Jewifti affairs. There was at Rome a woman 
whole name was Paulina; one who, on ac¬ 
count of the dignity of her anccftors, and by 
the regular c'ondudt of a virtuous life, had a 
great reputation : flic was alfo very rich ; and 
although flic were of a beautiful countenance, 
and in that flower of her age wherein women 
are the mod gay, yet did lhe lead a life of 
great modefty. She was married to Saturninus, 
one that was every way anfwerable to her in 
an excellent character. Dccius Mundus fell in 
love with this woman, who was a man very high 
in the cqueftrian order ; and as flic was of too 
great dignity to be caught by prefents, and 
had already rejected them, though they had 
been fent in great abundance, he was ilill more 
inflamed with love to her, infomueh, that lie 
promifed to give her two hundred thoufand 
Attic drachmae for one night’s lodging ; and 
when this would not prevail’ upon her, and he 
was not able to bear this misfortune in his a- 
mours, he thought it the heft way to famifh 
himfelf to death for want of food, on account 
of Paulina’s fad refufal; and he determined 
with himfelf to die after fuch a manner, and 
he went on with his purpofc accordingly. Now 
Mundus had a frecd-woman, who had been 
made free by his father, whofc name was Ide t 
one fkilful in all forts of mifehief. This wo¬ 
man was very much grieved at the young 

man’s 

Herod. And vcr. 12. The fame day Pt/ate and Herod were 
made friends together; for before they had been at enmity be¬ 
tween tbcmfclves. Take the very probable key of this, mat¬ 
ter in the words of the learned Noldius dc l'lerod. No. 
249. “ The caufe of the enmity between Herod and 

Pilate,” fays he, “ leems to have been this; that Pilate 
had intermeddled with the tetrareh’s jurifdi&ion, and had 
fiain fome of his Galik m fuhjecls ; Luke xiib 1. and, as 
he was willing to correct that error, he fent CJirilt to He¬ 
rod at this time.” 

* A. D. 33. Apr. 3. " 

■ f Apr. 5. 
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man's i rf -lutioii to kill himfdf (for he did not : when he was gone away, which was before 
conceal his intentions to dellroy himfdf from tliolc priefts who knew nothing of this lira- 
others); and came to him, and encouraged him tagem were ftirring, Paulina came early to her 
l)}- her difcourle, and made him to hope by lmlhand, and told him how the god Anubis 
lome promiies Ihc gave him, that he might had appeared to her. Among her friends alfo 
obtain a night’s lodging with Paulina; and, 1 die declared how great a value fhe put upon 
when he joyfully hearkened to her entreaty, lire ; this favour, who partly dilbelieved the thing, 
laid, flic wanted no more than fifty thouland j when they refleded on its nature, and partly 
drachmae for the entrapping of the woman. | were amazed at it, as having no pretence foi 
So when Ihc had encouraged the young man, | not believing it, when they conlidered the 
and gotten as much money as fhe required, I modefty and the dignity of the perfon. But 
ihc did not take the fame methods as had been | now, on the third day after what had been 
taken before, becaufe fhe perceived that the i done, Mundus met Paulina, and laid, “ Nay, 
woman was by no means to Ik- tempted by Paulina, thou hall faved me 200,000 drachma;, 
money; but, as fhe knew that fhe was very which lum thou mighteft have added to thy 
much given to the worfhip of the goddefs Ifs, own family; yet hall thou not failed to be at 
Ate deviled the following llratjgem : Ihc went my fervice in the manner I invited thee. As 
to fome of Ills’priells, and, upon the ftrong- foi*the reproaches thou hall laid upon Mundus, 
clt afluranecs [of concealment] fhe perluaded I value not the bulinefs of names ; but I rejoice 
them by words, but chiefly by the offer 01 in the plcafure I reaped by what I did, while 
money, of 25,000 drachmas in hand, and as I took to myfelf the name of Anubis .” When 
much more when the thing had taken effedt; he had laid this, he went his way. But now. 
and told them the paffion of the young man, Ihe began to come to the fenfe of the grolfhcls 
and perfuaded them to ule all means polfible of what ihe had done, and rent her garments,, 
to beguile the woman. So they were drawn ' and told her hufband of the horrid nature of 
in to promile fo to do, by that large fum of this wicked contrivance, and prayed him not 
gold they were to have. Accordingly the old- to neglect to affiR her in this cafe. So he dif- 
eft of them went immediately to Paulina, and, covered the fadt to the emperor ; whereupon 
upon his admittance, he delired to fpeak with Tiberius enquired into the matter thoroughly, 
her bv herfelf. When that was granted him, by examining the prieils about it, and ordered 
lie told her, That “ he was fent by the god them to be crucified, as well as Ide, who was 
Anubis, who was fallen in love with her, and the occalion of their perdition, and who had 
enjoined her to come to him.” Upon this fhe contrived the whole matter, which was fo in- 
took the meffage very kindly, and valued her- jurious to the woman. He alfo demolifhed the 
fell’ greatly upon this condcfcenlion of Anubis, temple of His, and gave order that her flatue 
and told her hufband, that fhe had a meflage Ihould be thrown into the river Tiber; while 

fent her, and was to fup and to lie with Anu- ‘ he only banifhed Mundus, but did no more to 

bis : fo he agreed to her acceptance of the offer, | him, hccaufe he fuppofed, that what crime he 
as fully finished with the chaflity of his wife, had committed was done out of the paffion of 
Accordingly Hie went to the temple, and after love. And thefe were the circumllanccs which 
Ihe had flipped there, and it was the hour to concerned the temple of Ills, and the injuries 

go to fleep, the prieft fhut the doors of the occafioned by her priefts. I now return to the 

tgtnple, when, in the holy part of it, the lights relation of what happened about this time to 
were alfo put out. Then did Mundus leap out the Jews at Rome, as 1 formerly told you I 
(for he was hidden therein),and did not fail of would. 

enjoying her, who was at his lervice all the 5, THERE, was a.man who was a Jew, hut 
night long, as iuppofing he was the god ; and had 
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been drivea away from his own country 
by an aceufation laid againit him for tranfgrel- 
iing their ltpvs, and by the fear he was under 
of punifhment for the fame ; but in all refpcdls 
, a wicked man. He, then living at Rome, pro- 
ieifed to inftruct men in the wifdom of the i 
laws of Motes. He procured alfo three other j 
men, entirely, of the fame chara&er with him- i 
j'elf, to be his partners. Thefe men perfuaded 
Fulvia, a woman of great dignity, and one that 
had embraced the Jewifli religion, to lend pur¬ 
ple and gold to the temple at Jerufalem, and, 
when they had gotten them, they employed 
them for their own ufes, and fpent the money 
Vthemfelves; on which account it was that tliey 
at lirft required it of her. Whereupon Tibe¬ 
rius, who had been informed of the thing by 
Saturninus, the hufband of Fulvia, who deiired 
enquiry might be made about it, ordered all 
the Jews to be banifhed out of Rome : at 
which time the confuls lifted 4000 men out of 
them, and lent them to the ifland Sardinia; 
but punitlied a greater number of them, who 
were unwilling to become foldiers, on account 
of keeping the laws of their forefathers.* Thus 
were thefe Jews- banifhed out of the city by 
the wickednefs of four men. 


CHAP. IV. j 

How the Samaritans made a Tumult, ana Pilate ; 
dejlroyed many of them : How Pilate was 
accufed, and what Things were done by Vi¬ 
telline relating to the Jews and the Par¬ 
thian;. 

§ 1."OUT the nation of the Samaritans did 
JL> not cfcapc without tumults. The man 

* Of the bnnifhment of thefe 4000 jews into Sardinia 
by Tiberius, fee Suetonius in Tiber. § 3 6. But as for 
M. llehnd’s note here, .which fuppofes that Jews could 
not, confidently with their laws, be foldiers, it is con- ] 
tradifled by one branch of the hiltory before us, and 
contrary to innumerable inftsmees of their fighting ami 
proving excellent loldicrs in war 1 and indeed, many ol , 
the belt df them, and even undtfr heathen kings them- 
fclves, did fo ; thole I mean whb allowed them their red 
on the f.ibbath-day, and other folemn fedivals, and let 
them.live according to their oyvn laws, at Alexander the 
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who excited them to it was one who thought' 
lying a tiling of little confequence, and who 
contrived every thing fo, that the multitude 
might be pieafed ; fo lie bid them to get toge¬ 
ther upon mount Gerizzim, which is by them 
looked upon as the moll holy of all mountains; 
and allured them, that when they were come 
thither, he would fhew them thole iacred vei- 
fels which were laid under that place, becaufe 
Moles f put them there. So they came thi- 
j thcr armed, and thought the difeourfe of the 
man probable ; and as they abode at a certain 
village, which was called Tirathnba, they got 
the reft together to them, and deiired to go up 
the mountain in a sweat multitude together; 
but Pilate prevented their going up, by leizing 
upon the roads with a great band of horiemcn 
and footmen, who fell upon thole that were 
gotten together in the village ; and when it 
came to an action, forne of them they Uew, and' 
others of them they put to flight; and took a 
great many alive : the principal of which, and 
alfo the mod potent of thofe that fled away,, 
Pilate ordered to be Haiti. 

2. 13 u T when this tumult was appealed, 
the Samaritan fenate fent an ambafly to Vi~ 
tellius, a man that had been eonful, and who 
was now prefulent ol Syria, and accuied Pilate 
of the murder of thofe that were killed ; for 
I that they did not go to Tirabatha in order to 
! revolt from the Romans, hut to cfcapc the vio¬ 
lence of Pilate. So Vitellius lent Mareelius, a 
friend of his, to take care oi the affairs ol Ju¬ 
dea, and ordered Pilate to go to Rome, to an- 
fwer before the emperor to the accuiations of 
the Jews. So Pilate, when he had tarried ten 
years'in Judea,, made hafte to Rome, and this 

in 

Great, and the Ptolemies of Egypt diJ. It 1 : otic, they 
could not always obtain thofe p; :v wages end ih'-u tncy 
got exeufed, as well as they could, or tivnetunis ubiolun- 
ly refufed to fight, which feems to have been the cafe 
here,' as io the major put of the Jews now banished, but 
nothing more. See fever.:! of the Roman decrees in tin 1 r 
favour as to fuch matters, B. XIV. ch. 

f Since Mofes never came himfeli beyond Jordan, nor 
particularly to mount Gerizzim and face thefe Samari- 
I tans have a tradition among them, related litre by Or Hud- 
' ion. 
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in obedience to the orders of Vitellius, which 
he durfl not contradict; but, before he could 
get to Rome, Tiberius was dead. 

3. But Vitellius came into Judea, and went 
tip to Jerufalem ; it was at the time of that fef¬ 
tival which is called the Pojfovcr. Vitellius 
was there magnificently received, and releafed j 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem from all the taxes I 
upon the fruits that were bought and fold, and 
gave them leave to have the care of the high 
prieft’s veftments, with all their ornaments, and 
to have them under the cuftody of the priefts 
in the temple, which power they ufed to have 
formerly, although at this time they were laid 
up iii the tower of Antonia, the citadel fo call¬ 
ed, and that on the occafion following: There 
was one of the [high] priefts, named Hyrcanus, 
and as there were many of that name, he was 
the firft of them ; this man built a tower near 
the temple, and when he had lo done, he ge¬ 
nerally dwelt in it, and had thefe veftments 
with him ; becaufc it was lawful for him alone 
to put them on, and he had them there repo- 
fited when he went down into the city, and 
took his ordinary garments ; the fame things 
were continued to be done by his fons, and by 
their fons after them. But when Herod came 
to be king, he rebuilt this tower, which was 
very conveniently iituated, in a magnificent 
manner ; and becaufc he was a friend to Anto¬ 
nins, he called it by the name of Antonin. And 
as he found thefe veftments Iving there, be re¬ 
tained them in the fame place, as believing 
that while he had them in his cuftody, the peo¬ 
ple would make no innovations againft him. 
The like to what Herod did was done by his 
fon Archclaus, who was made king after him ; 
after whom the Romans, when they entered 
on the government, took poffeffion of thefe 
veftments of the high prieft, and had them re- 

I 'n, from Rebind, who was very (kilful in Jewifh awl Sa¬ 
maritan learning, that in the days of Uzzi, or Ozzi, the 
high prieit, 1 Chr. vi. 6 . the ark, and other facred veflels 
were, by Clod’s command, laid up or hidden in mount 
Gerizzim : It is highly probable, that this was the foolifh 
foundation the prelent Samaritans went upon, in the fe- 
dition here deferibed ; and that we fhould read here, Ofios 
‘>nHead of ullotjav, in the teat of jofephus. 
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pofited in a (tone-chamber, under the feal of 
the priefts, and of the keepers of the temple, 
the captain of the guard lighting a lamp there 
every day ; and * feven days before a feftival 
they were delivered to them by the captain 
of the guard, when the high prieft, having 
purified them and made ufe of them, laid 
them up again in the fame chamber where they 
had been laid up before, and this the very next 
day after the feaft was over. This was the 
practice at the three yearly feftivals, and on the 
faft-day : but Vitellius put thefe garments into 
our own power, as in the days of our fore¬ 
fathers, and ordered the captain of the guard 
not to trouble himfelf to enquire where they 
were laid, or when they were to be ufed ; and 
this he did as an a£t of kindnefs, to oblige the 
nation to him. Beiides which he alio deprived 
Jofeph, who was alfo called Caiaphas , of the 
high priefthood, and appointed Jonathan, the 
fon of Ananus, the former high prieft, to fuc- 
ceed him. After which he took his journey 
back to Antioch. 

I 4. Moreover, Tiberius fent a letter to Vi¬ 
tellius, and commanded him to make a league 
of friendftnp with Artabanus, the king of Par- 
thia; for, while he was his enemy, he terrified 
him, becaufe. he had taken Armenia away from 
him, left he fhould proceed farther, and told 
him he fhould no otherwife truft him than up¬ 
on his giving him hoftages, and efpecially his 
fon Artabanus. Upon Tiberius’s writing thus 
to Vitellius, by the offer of great prefents of 
money, he perfuaded both the king of Iberia 
and the king of Albania to make no delay, but 
to fight againft Artabanus ; and although they 
would not do it themfelves, yet did they give 
the Scythians a paffage through their country, 
and opened the Cafpian gates to them, and 

brought 

# This mention of the high prieft’s facred garments re- 
ceived feven days before a feftival, and purified in thofe 
days againft a feftival, as having been polluted by being in 
the cuftody of heathens, in Jofephus, agrees well with 
the traditions of the Talmudifts, as Reland hcra obferves. 
Nor is there anyqueftion hut the three feafts here men¬ 
tioned, were the pa Hover, pentecoft, and feaft. of taber¬ 
nacles} and thy faft, fo called by Way of diftincUon, as 
A&s xxvii. . was the great day of expiation. 
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\brought them upon Artabanus. So Armenia ;| After v.hich Vitellius went to Antioch, am’ 
was again taken from the Parthians, and the j Arubanus to Babylon; lint IHrod [the t.-~ 
country of Parthia was filled with war, and the j| trareh] being ddtrons to give ('. riar the liril 
principal of«their men were llain, and all things || information that they had obtained hoftages, 
were in dilbrder among them : the king’s fon font polls with letters wherein he* hgd ac- 

1 alio himfelf fell in thefc wars, together with \ enrately deferihed all the particuh.s, and had 
many ten thoufands oi his army. Vitellius j left nothing for the coniitlar Vitellius to inform 
had aifo fent ditch great linns 0'' money to Ar- j him of. But when Vitellius’s lcltet s were lent, 
tabanus’s father’s kinfmen and friends, that he and Cadhr had let hint know that he was <u> 
had aim oft procured him to be ilain by the | quainted with the alfairs already, becaufe lie* 
means of thole bribes which they had taken, rod had given him an account of them before. 
And when Artabanus perceived that the plot Vitellius was very much troubled at it ; and 
laid againil him was not to be avoided, becaule Juppoling that he had been thereby a gieater 
it was laid by the principal men, and thole a | fullercr than he really was, he kept up a ieiret 
great many in number, and that it would eer- anger upon this occafton, till lie could be re- 
tainly take effect ; when he alio eftimated the venged on him, which he was alter (lain; had 
number of thole that were truly faithful to him, taken the government. 

as alfo of thole who were already corrupted, 6 . About this time it \vu that Philip, He* 
but were deceitful in the kindnds they profetfed rod’s brother, departed this life, in the twenti- 
to him, and were likely, upon trial, to go eth year * of the reign of Tibet in;, after lie 
over to his enemies, lie made his cfcape to the had been tctrarch of Trachonitis and Gaulam- 
upper provinces, where he afterward raifed a tis, and of the nation of the Batamsins allb, 
great army out of the Dab* and Sac*, and | thirty-feven years. lie had ihewn himfelf a 
fought with his enemies, and retained his j perfon of moderation and ijuietncis in the con- 
principality. 1 dud: of his life and go\ ernment ; lie eonftautly 

5. Whin Tiberius had heard of thele lived in that country which was fubjecl to 
things, he defired to have a league ot friend- him ;f he tiled to make his progrds with a 
fhip made between him and Artabanus; and few chofen friends ; his tribunal alio, on which 
when, upon this invitation, he received the he fat in judgment, followed him in his pro- 
propofal kindly, Artabanus and Vitellius went grefs; and when any one met him who want- 
to Euphrates, and as a bridge was laid over ed his affiftance, he made no delay, but had 
the river, they each of them came with their his tribunal let down immediately, wherefo- 
guards about them, and met one another on ever he happened to he, and fit down upon 
the midft of the bridge. And when they had it, and heard his compl ain) ; lie there ordered 
agreed upon the terms of peace, Herod the the guilty that were convided to he punifhed, 
tctrarch erected a rich tent on the midft of the and abfolved thole that had been accul'cd ut> 
paflage, and made them a feaft there. Arta- juftly. He died at Julias; and when he was 
banus alfo, not long afterward, fent his fon carried to that monument which he had already 
Darius, as an hoftage, with many prefents; ereded for himfelf befoic-hand, he was buried 
among which there was a man leven cubits with great pomp. His principality Tiberius 
tall, a Jew he was by birth, and his name was took; for he left no funs behind him, and add- 
Eleazar , who for his talnefs was called a giant. ed 

* This calculation from all Jofephus’s Greek copies, is (the very year of our Sariom's death alb; or however in 
exactly right; for fince Herod uied about September, in the beginning of the next year A. 1 >. 34. Thi; Philip 1 li¬ 
the 4th year before the Chriftian xra, and Tiberius began, tctrarch feems to have been the be lb oi a!) th ■ podent y V 
as is will known, Aug. itft A. D. 14. it is evident that Herod, for his love of pc tie, and hi-, love of uui tec. 
the 37th year of Philip, reckoned from his father’s death, | An excellent example this, 
was the 20th of Tiberius, or near the end of A. D. 33. 
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ed it to the province of Syria ; but gave ! 
order that the tributes which arofe from it 
fliould be collected, and laid up in that his 
tetrarchy. 


C II A P. V. 

Ihrod the 7 ctrarch wake .r War •with Aretas, 
lift King of Arabia, and is beaten by him ; 
as alfo concerning the Death of ‘John the 
Baptiji: I low Vitdliu i wtut up to fcrufalcm, 
together with Joint: Account of Agrippa, and 
of the P (fieri ty if Ihrod the Great. 

§ I. A BOUT this time Aretas, the king of 
jl jk Arabia Petrea, and Ilcrod, had a 
quarrel on the account following : Herod the 
tetrarch had married the daughter of Aretas, 
and had lived with her a great while ; but when 
he was once at Rome, he lodged with Herod, 
* who was his brother indeed, but not by the 
fame mother ; for this Herod was the Ion ot 
the high pried Simon’s daughter. However, 
he fell in love with Herodias, this laft Herod’s 
wife, who was the daughter of Ariflobulus 
their brother, and the filler of Agrippa the 
Great ‘ t this man ventured to talk to her about 
a marriage between them, which addrefs when 
ihe admitted, an agreement was made for her 
to change her habitation, and come to him as 
foon as lie fliould return from Rome : one article 
<>f this marriage alio was thh, that he fhould 
divorce Aretis’s daughter. So Antipas, when 
he had made this agreement, tailed to Rome ; 
but when he had done there the buhncls he 
went about, and was returned again, his wife 
having clifcovercd the agreement he had made 
with Herodias, and having learned it before he 
had notice of her knowledge of the whole de- 
hgn, fhe deiired him to fend her to Macherus, 

* This Herod feems to have had the additional name 
Philip , a. Aritipas was turned Huoil-Antipas, and as 
Antipas an 1 Antipater h em to be, in a manner, the very 
t ime name, yet were the names of two funs of Herod 
the Great; fo might Philip the tetrave h, and this Herod- 
Philip be two different forts of the fame father, all which 
Grotius obferves on Matt. \iv. 3. Nor was it, as 1 agree 
•with Grotias'and others of the learned, Philip the tetrarch, 
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which is a place in the borders of the domiifl/- 
ons of Aretas and Herod, without informing 
I him of any of her intentions. Accordingly 
Herod fent her thither, as thinking his wife 
had not perceived any thing : now fhe had 
fent a good while before to Macherus, which 
was fubjecT to her father, and lb all things ne- 
ceflary for her journey were made ready for 
her by the general of Aretas’s army; and by 
that means flic foon came into Arabia, under 
the conduct of the feveral generals, who car¬ 
ried her from one to another fucceflivc ly, and 
fhe foon came to her father, and told him of 
Herod’s intentions. So Aretas made this the 
firft occalion of his enmity between him and 
Herod, who had alfo fome quarrel witli hiirv 
about their limits at the country of Gemalitis 
j So they raifed armies on both ikies, and pre- 
! pared for war, and lent their generals to light 
j inftead of themfclves; and when they had 
| joined battle, all Herod’s army was deltroycd 
| by the treachery of fomc fugitives, who, though 
they were of the tetrarchy of Philip, joined 
with Herod’s army. So Herod wrote about 
thefe affairs to Tiberius, who being very angry 
at the attempt made by Aretas, wrote to Vitek 
lius to make war upon him, and either to take 
him alive, and bring him to him in bonds, or 
to kill him, and fend him his head. This was 
the charge that Tiberius gave to the prelident 
of Syria. 

2. Now fome of the Jews thought that the 
deftru£tion of Herod’s army came from God ; 
and that very juftly, as a punilhment of what 
he did againfl John, that was called the Baptiji ; 
for Herod flew him, who was a good man, 
and commanded the Jews to excreife virtue, 
both as to righteoufnefs towards one another, 
and piety towards God, and fo to come to bap- 

* tiffn ; 

but tills, Herod-Philip, whole wife Heroil the tetrarch hnd 
married, and that in her firft hulband’s life-time, and 
when her firft hulband had iff'ue by her; for which adul¬ 
terous **ul incelluous marriage John the ISaptilt juftly re¬ 
proved Herod the tetrarch, and for which reproof Salome, 
the daughter of Herodias, by her firft hulband Herod- 
Philip, who was kill alive, occafioned him to be unjuftly 
beheaded. 
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S tiffn ; fur that the wafhing [with water] would 
be acceptable to him, if they made life of it, 
not in order to the putting away [or the re- 
million] of* feme fins [only] hut for the puri¬ 
fication of the body ; fuppofmg If ill that the 
foul was thoroughly purified before-hand by 
righteoufnefs.. Now when [manyJ others came 
in crowds about him, for they were greatly 
moved [or pleated] by hearing his words, He¬ 
rod, who feared lell the great influence John 
had over the people might put it into his power 
and inclination to raile a rebellion (for they 
feemed ready to do any thing he Ihould advife) 
thought it held, by putting him to death, to 
prevent any mifehiof he might couie, and not j 
bring himlclf into ik'Acuities by fparing a man |! 
who might make him .repent of it when it f 
Ihould be too late. Accordingly lie was lent a j 
prifmer, out of Herod’s lulpicious temper, to ! 
Macherus, the caflle 1 before mentioned and | 
was there put to death. Now the Jews had an { 
opinion, that the definition of his army was J 
lent as a punilhment upon Herod, and a mark 
of God’s difplcalure to him. j 

3. So.Vitellius prepared to make war with 1 
Aretas, having with him two legions of armed j 
men ; he alfo took with him all thofc of light 
armature, and of the horfeinen which belonged 
to them, and were drawn out of thole king¬ 
doms which were under the Romans, and 
made hafte for Petra, and came to Ptolemaic. 
But as he was marching very bufily, and lead¬ 
ing his army through Judea, the principal men j 
met him, and defired that he would not thus j 
march through their land ; for that tlie laws of 
their country would not permit them to over¬ 
look-thole images which were brought into it, 
of which there were a great many in their cn- 
*figns : fo he was perfuaded by what they laid, 
and changed that refolution of his which he lead 
before taken in. that matter. Whereupon he 
ordered the army to march along the great 
plain, while he himfelf, with Herod the te- 
trarch, and his friends, went up to Jerufalem, 

J "Whether this fudden extinction of aim oft the entire 
lineage of Ilerod the Great, which was very numerous, 
as we are both here and. in, tile next lection informed, 
was not in.part as a punilhment for the grok incefts t.icy 


to offer facriiice to God, an ancient fellival of 
the Jews being then jn 11 approaching ; and 
when he had been there, ami been houourablv 
entertained by the multitude of the.Jews, he 
made a flay there lor three days, within which 
time he deprived Jonathan of the high prieil- 
hood, and gave it to his brother Thcophilus. 
But when, on the fourth day, letters came to 
him, which informed him of the death of Ti¬ 
berius, he obliged the multitude to take an oath 
of fidelity to Caius ; he alfo recalled his army, 
and made them every one go home, and taG 
their winter-quarters there, linec, upon the de¬ 
volution of the empire upon Caius, he had not 
the like authority of making this war which he 
had before. Jt was alfo lepoited, that when 
Aretas heard of the coining of Yitcllius to fight 
him, he laid, upon his ronfuiting the diviners, 
that it was impofliblc that this army of Vitel- 
Iius could enter Petra ; for that one o! the 
rulers would die, either he that gave orders for 
the war, or he that was marching at the others 
defire, in order to he fubfement to his will, or 
elle fie againft whom this army war, prepared. 
So Yitcllius truly retired to Antioch ; but 
Agrippa, the Ion of Aritlobulus, went up to 
Rome a year before the death of Tiberius, in 
order to treat of fume affairs with the emperor 
if he might be permitted lb to do. I have now 
a mind to deferihe Herod and his family, how 
it fared with litem, partly beeaufc it is fuitable 
to this hillory to fpeak of that matter, and 
partly bee attic this thing is a demonffration of 
the interpohtion of Providence, how a multitude 
of children is of no advantage, no more than, 
any other ftrergth that mankind let their hearts 
upon, bchdes thole ads of piety which are 
done towards God; for it happened that, 
within the revolution of an hundred years, the- 
pofterity of Herod, which were a great many in 
number, were, excepting a few , utterly Jeffrey-, 
ed.*' One may well apply this for the inllruo 
tion.of mankind, and learn thence how unhap-. 

py 

were frequently tpiihv of in marrying their own n.v-s 
and-nieces, well dtier.'er, to be couiidciv.i. See 
xviii, 6 , 7. xxi. io. And Moliuu, lie Hcroi, fb. . 
269/270. 
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py they were : 
oh Agtippa, who 
woithy of admiration, 
piivate man, beyond all the expectation of 
thole that knew him, advanced to great power 
nul authority. I have laid fomuhing of them 
formaly, but 1 fhali now alfo fpeak accurately 
about them. 

o. Hr ,rod the Great had two diughteus by 
Mariamnc, the [grand J daughter of Hyrcanus ; 
tlie one was Sal.tmpho, who wa, married to 
Plufaclus, tier lirit comm, who was himfelfthc 
ion of Phafaclu®, Herod’s hi oilier. Iter father 
making the match ; the other was Cypros, who 
was herk.li married alio to h.er fir It coulin An¬ 
tipater, the ion ('f Salome, Iierod’s filler. Pha- 
fnelns had five children by Salamplio ; Amipa- 
ter, Herod, and Alexander; and two daugh¬ 
ters, Alexandra and Cypto..; which Lift Agrip- 1 
pa, the Ion of Ariftobulus, married ; and Ti- 
mius of Cyprus married Alexandra ; he was a 
man of note, but had by her no children. A~ 
grippa had, by Cyprus, two ions and Awe 
daughters ; which daughters were named Ber¬ 
nice, Mariamnc, and Drufiiia ; but tire 'tames 
the ion,, were Agrippa and Drufus, ot which 
Drufts died before he came to the years ot pu¬ 
berty; but their father Agrippa was brought up 
with his other brethren, Herod and Ariftobu- 
ius ; for thefe were did the ions of the fun of 
1 h H'd the (Beat, by Bernice ; hut Bernice was 
the daughter of Collabaru®, and ot Salome, 
who was I C rod's filler. Ariftobulus left thefe 
infants, when he was f! lin by his fuher, to¬ 
gether with his brother Alexander, as tve have 
already related. But when they were arrived 
at years of puberty, this Herod, the brother of 
Agiippa, married Mariamnc, the daughter of 
i tlympias, who was the daughter of Herod the 
king, and of Jofeph, the ion of Jofeph, who 
was brother to Herod the king, and had by 
her a Urn, Ariilobnlus ; but Ariftobulus, the 
ihird brother of Agrippa, tnanied Jotape, the 
daughter of Sampligcramus, king of Kmefa ;* 
they had a daughter who was deaf, whofe 

* Tin r»' arc coins {till extant uf this Emcf.i, as Span- 

ti i Ua. 


name alfo was Jotape ; and thefe hitherto were 
the children of the male-line. But Heredias, 
their lifter, was married to Herod [Philip] the 
the fon of Herod the Great, who*was horn of 
Mariamnc, the daughter of Simon the high 
prieft, who had a daughter, Salome; after whole• 
birth Herodias took upon her to confound the 
laws of our country, 'nci divorced herfelf from 
her hufband while he was alive,, and was mar¬ 
ried to Herod [Antipas] her hufband’s brother 
by the father’s fide ; he was letrarch of Galilee . 
but her daughter Salome was married to Philip, 
the fon of flcrod, and tetrarch of Trachoohis ; 
and as he died chlldlefs, Ariftobulus, the Ion of 
Iierod, the brother of Agrippa, mat rial her;, 
they had three Ions, Herod, Agrippa, and Aiii--' 
tobulus ; and this was the pollcn'ty cf PiiaCdus 
and Salamplio. But the daughter of Antipater, 
by Cyprus, was Cypros, whom Alexis Sclcia®, 
the Ion of Alexas, married; they had a daugh¬ 
ter, Cypros ; hut Herod and Alexander, who, 
as wc told ycu, were the brothers of Antipater, 
died childlefs. As to Alexander, the Ion of 
Herod the king, w'ho was (lain by his father, 
he had ions, Alexander and Tigrancs, by the 
daughter of Archelaus, king of Cappadocia ; 
Tigranes, who was king of Armenia, was ac- 
ctiied at Rome, and died childlefs ; Alexander 
had a fon of the fame name with his brother 
Tigrancs, and was lent to take pofleffion of the 
kingdom of Armenia by Nero : he had a fon, 
Alexander, who married Jotape,f the daugh¬ 
ter of Antiochus, the king of Commagena ; 
YHpalian made him king of an ifland in Cici- 
lia. But thefe defeendants of Alexander, foon 
after their birth, deferted the Jewifli religion, 
and went over to that of the Greeks ; but for 
the reft of the daughters of Herod the king, it 
happened that they died childlefs. And as 
thefe defeendants of Herod, whom we have e- 
numerated, were in being at the fame time 
that Agrippa the Great took the kingdom, and 
I have now given an account of them, it re¬ 
mains that 1 relate the ieveral hard fortunes 

which 

^ Spanheim alfo informs us of a com Hill extant of this 
i Jotape, daughter of the king of Commagena. 
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it will alfo (hew us the hiftory 
, as he was a perlon moll 
fo was he from a 



k which befel Agrippa, and how he got dear of i 
t?hem, and was advanced to the greateft height j 
of dignity and power. | 


C H A P. VI. 

Of the Navigation of King Agrippa to Rome, j 
to ‘Tiberius Cafar ; and how, upon his King 1 
accufcd by his own Freed-man, he war bound; 
h'.w alfo he. was ft at Liberty by Cains, after 
‘Tiberius's Death, and was made King of the | 
Tetrarely of Philip. 

§ i, A LITTLE before the death of Herod 
the Ling, Agrippa lived at Rome, | 
and was generally brought up and converfed 
with Drufus, the emperor Tiberius’s fon, and 
cuntraded a friendfhip with Antonia, the wife 
of Drufus the Great, who had his mother Ber¬ 
nice in great efteem, and was very dclirous of 
advancing her fon. Now, as Agrippa was by na¬ 
ture magnanimous and generous in the prefents 
he made, while his mother was alive this inclina¬ 
tion of his mind did not appear, that he might 
be able to avoid her anger for fuch his extrava¬ 
gance ; but when Bernice-was dead, and he 
was left to his own conduit, he fpent a great 
deal extravagantly in his daily way of living, 
and a great deal in the immoderate prefents he 
made, and thofe chiefly among Caelar’s freed- 
men, in order to gain their aftiftance, infomuch, 
that he was in a little time reduced to poverty, 
and could not live at Rome any longer. Ti¬ 
berius alfo forbade the friends of his deceafed 
fon to come into his light, bccaufe on feeing 
them he lhoukl be put in mind of his fon, and 
his grief would thereby he revived. 

2. For thefe reafons he went away from 
Rome, and failed to Judea •, but in evil circum- 
ftances, being deje&ed with the lofs of that 
money which he once had, and becaufe he had 
not wherewithal to pay his creditors, who were 
many in number, and fuch as gave him no 
room for efcaping them. Whereupon, he knew 
hot what to do.; fo, for fhamc of his prefent 
condition, he retired to a certain tower at Ma- 
latha," in Idumea, and had thoughts of kilhog 
himfelfj hut hiswife Cyprus perceived his inten¬ 


tions, and tried all forts of methods to divert him 
from his taking fuch a courfe : fo Ihc font a let¬ 
ter to his filler Herodias, who w is now th.r wile 
of Herod the tetrarch, and Li !u i know Agrin- 
pa’s prefent cklign, and wliat nr'dlky it was 
which drove him thereto ; and dc''i\d. her, as a 
kinf'.voman of his, to give iiim her help, and 
to engage her liuilund to do the fame ; finer 
flic law how fhe alleviated thole tier hufband’s 
troubles all Ihc could, although Ike hid not the 
like wealth to do it withal. So they lent for him, 
and allotted him Tiberias for his habitation, and 
appointed him l’ome income of money for his 
maintenance, and made him a magillrate of 
that city, by way ox honour to him. Yet did 
not Herod long continue in that lefolution of 
fupporting him, though even that fupport was 
not fufficient for him ; for as once they were 
at a feaft at Tyre, and in their cups, and re¬ 
proaches were call upon one another, Agrippa 
thought that was not to be borne, while Herod 
hit him in the teeth with his poverty, and with 
his owing his ncccflary food to him ; So he 
went to Flaccus, one that had been canful, and 
had been a very great fiiend to him at Rome 
formerly, and was now prefident of Syria. 

3. Hereupon Flaccus received him kindly, 
and lie lived with him. Flaccus had alfo with 
him there Ariftobulus, who was indeed Agrip- 
pa’s brother, but was at variance with him ; 
yet did not their enmity to one another hinder 
the friendfhip of Flaccus to them both, but dill 
they were honourably treated by him. How¬ 
ever, Ariftobulus did not abate of Ins ill-will to 
Agrippa, till at length he brought him into ill 
terms with Flaccus; the occafion of bringing- 
on which ellrangement was this : The Dainaf- 
cens were at difference with the Sidonians about 
their limits, and, when Flaccus was about to 
hear the caufe between them, they underftood 
that Agrippa had a mighty influence upon 
him ; fp they deftred that he would be of their 
fide, and for that favour promifed him a great 
deal of money ; lo he was zealous in affifting 
the Damafcens as far as he was able. Now 
Ariftobulus had gotten intelligence of this pro- 
7 X mife 
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mile of money to him, and aceufed him to 
l'laccis of the lame ; and’ when, upon a tho- 
jough examination of themifcr, it appeared 
plainly fo to he, he rejected \ ripp i out of the 
number ctf his friend-. So he was reduced to 
the utmoil ncceflity, and came to Ptolemais ; 
and, beeaufe he knew not where die to get a 
livelihood, he thought to fail to Itily: hut as 
he was retrained from fo doing by want of 
moncv, he deli ret l Mariyas, who was his freed- 
mnn, to find lorne method for procuring him 
in much as he wanted f«r that purpole, by bor¬ 
row’ ng fimh a film of fume pci Ion or otlier. 
So Ma> fvas dd'ued of Peter, who was the freed- 
man or Bernice, Agiippt’s mothu, and l>y the 
right of her teflament was hetpieathcd to An¬ 
tonia, to lend him fo much upon Agrippa’s 
o^sn bond and fecurity : but ire acculed Agrip- 
pa of having defiauded lum of eerlain Turns of 
money, and fo obliged Mariyas, when he made 
the bond oi 20,000 AttL duchmx, to w^ept 
of 2500 diaiiun.u * Ids than what he deiired, 
which the other allowed of, beeaufe he could 
not help it. Upon the receipt of this money, 
Agrippv came to Anthcdon, and took (hipping, 
and was going to lit fail ; but llerennius Ca- 
pito, who was the procurator of Jamnia, lent 
a hand of foldiers to demand of him 300,000 
drachma: of Silver, which were hy him owing 
to (lefar’s treafury while he was at Rome, and 
fo toned him to liar. # He thin pietcnded that 
h-' would do as he bid him ; bug when night 
came on, In. cut his cables, and went off, and 
failed,to Alexandria, vh ie lie deiired Alex¬ 
ander the alabarc hf to lend him 200,c so drach¬ 
ma: ; but he f.id he would not lend it to him, 
hut would not refui'e it Cypros, as greatly af- 
tonifhed at her affedlioa to her hufband, and at 
the other inftances of hei virtue, fo fhe under¬ 
took, to repay it. Accordingly Alexander paid 
them five talents at Alexandria, and promifed 
to pay him the reft of that futn at Dicearchia 
[Puteoli] ; and this he did out of the fear he 
was in that Agrippa would Ibon fpend it. So ; 

* Spinlteim obferves, that we have here an iiiftance of 
the Attic quantity of yfe-in'meyi which was the eighth 
part of the original fam, or 12 & t-2 per cent, for fuck is 


tliis Cypros fet her hufband free, and difinifled 
him to go on with his navigation to Italy, 
while fhe and her children departed for Judea. 

4. A.nd now Agrippa was come to Puteoli, 
I \\lienee he wrote a letter to Tiberius Gxfar, 
j who then lived at Cap rex, and told him, that 
| lie was come fo far in order lo wait on him, 
and to pay him a vilit; and deiired that lie 
would give him leave to come over to Capre.e : 
So Tiberius made no difficulty,, but wrote to 
him in an obliging way in other re ip eels, and 
withal told him he w'as glad of his fife itluru, 
j and defired him to come to Gaprex; and when 
j he was come, he did not fail to neat him as 
! kindly as he had promifed him in his letter 
to do. But the next day came a letter to Cx~ 
far from Ileicnnius Capito, to inform him, 
[ that Agrippa had borrowed 300,000 drachm,e, 
and not paid it at tire time appointed ; but 
when it was demanded of him, he ran away, 
like a fi g'tive, out of the places undu his go¬ 
vernment, and pui it out of his p nvci to get 
the money of him. W hen Cxiar had read this 
letter, he was much troubled at it, and gave 
order that Agrippa fliouid he excluded from his 
prefenic, until he had paid that debt: upon 
which lie was no way daunted at Cxlar’s anger, 
hut entreated Antonia, the mother of Ccrma- 
incus, and of Claudius, who was afterward Gx- 
iaj himfelf, to lend him thofe 300,000 drach¬ 
ma’, that he might not he deprived of Tibe¬ 
rius’s friendfhip : fo, out of regard to the me¬ 
mory of Bernice his mothei (for thofe two wo¬ 
men were very familiar with one another) and 
out of regard to his and Claudius’s education 
together, Ihe lent him the money; and, upon 
the payment of this debt, there, was nothing to 
I hinder Tiberius’s frkndfhip to,hup. After this 
Tiberius Ca*far recommended to him his grand- 
| fon,t and ordered, that he fhould always at- 
I company him when , he went abroad. But, 

S upon Agrippa’s kind reception by Antonia, he 
betook lfimfelf to pay his refpe£s to Cains,, 

.who 

the proportibn of 2,500 to 20,000.. 
f Tne ’^overtidr of -the 
$• Tiberiut jam^, >' ■ • 
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gard to the fubje&s that were under them ; for 


Who was her grand ton, and in very high repu¬ 
tation by real on of the goodwill they bare his 
father'". Now there was one Thallus, a freed - 
man of C.efar, of whom he borrowed a mil¬ 
lion of drachmae, and thence rep lid Antonia 
■the debt he owed her; and, by fpemling the 
overplus in paying his couit to Cains, became 
a perfon of great authority with him. 

5. Now, as the friend fliip which Agrippa 
had for Cains was come to a great height, there 
happened fome words to pais between them, 
as they once were in a chariot together, con¬ 
cerning Tiheriiia ; Agrippa praying [to God] 
(for they two lat by themfelves) that “ Tiberi- 
us might loon go off the lhtge, and leave the 
^government to Caius, who was in every refpeCt 
more worthy of it.” Now Eutychus, who 
was Agrippa”;’- freed-man, and drove bh chari¬ 
ot, heard tliclc words, and at that time faid 
nothing of them ; but when Agrippa accrued 
him of dealing fome garments of his (which 
was certain! ; true) he ran away fiom him ; ! 
hut vvhen he was caught, and t sought before j 
Pifo, who was governor of the city, and the 1 
man wasafked, why he ran away ? he replied, , 
that he had fomewhat to fay to Caffar, that i 
tended to his iecurity and prefervation : lb Pilo 
bound him, and font him to Caprcsc. But 
Tiberius, according to his ufual cuftom, kept 
hint Hill in bonds, being a delayer of affairs, 
if there ever was any other king or tyrant that 
was fo ; for he did not admit ambaffadors 
quickly, and no fucceffors were difpatched a- 
way to governors or procurators cf the pro¬ 
vinces, that had been formerly font, unlefs 
they were dead; whence it was, that he was 
fo negligent in heating the caufes of pvifoners; 
infomucb, that when he was alked by his 
friends, what Was the reafon of his delay in 
luch 'cafes, he faid, That “ he delayed to hear 
ambaffadors, led-, upon their quick difmiffioa, 
other ambaffadors fhoukl be appointed, and 
return upon hiiti ; and fo he thould bring 
rouble upon himfelf in their public reception 
:yl tlifmiflion; that he permitted thofe gover¬ 
nors, who had been fent once to their govern- 
ments [to day there a great while] out of re¬ 


but all governors are naturally difpofed to gtt 
as much is they can, and that thole who are 
not to i;\ there, but to Hay a lhort time, and 
that at an uncertainty when they ihall 1 *e turn • 
ed ont, do the more fcverJy luniv themfelve > 
on to llecee the people; but that, if their go¬ 
vernment he long continued to them, they a 1 0 
at laiUatiated with the (polls, as having gotten 
a vail deal, and lb become at length lei's lharp 
in their pillaging; hut that, if iuccdfois an* 
lent quickly, the poor fubjufh, who are tv- 
poled to them as a prey, will not be able to 
bear the new one*., while tluy ihall not have 
the lame time allowed them wheiein their pie* 
deceffoi's had idled themleh cs, and io grew more 
unconcerned about getting more; and this btj- 
caiffe they are removed before they have had 
time [for their opprcffions.] I le gave them an 
example to flievv his meaning : A great number 
of flics came about the ioic places of a man 
thu had been wounded ; upon which one off 
the itanders-bye pitied the man’., miriomme, 
and, thinking lie was not able to drive thofe 
Jlies away himfelf, was going to drive them 
away for him ; but lie prayed him to let tlum 
alone: the other, by way of reply, aiked him 
the reafon of inch a prepoffcrons ptoccedin:., 
in preventing relief from Ins preilnt inifeiy ; 
to which he anfwcred, If thou drivcif theie 
flies away, thou wilt hurt me woric ; for, as 
thefc are already full of my blood, they do not 
crowd about me, nor pain me fo much as be¬ 
fore, but arc iometimes more iciniis, vriiiie the 
freih ones that come almoft famithed, and find 
; me quite tired down already, will be my de¬ 
finition. For this caufe therefore it is that I 
am myfelf careful not to fend fucli new m v <1 - 
nors perpetually to thofe my fubjecls,w ho are al- 
I ready fufficiently ha raffed by many opptxffions, 

I as may, like tliefe flies, farther diilrefs them: 
j and fo, befides their natural dcflre of gain, „ 
I may have this additional incitement to it, that 
they expefft to be fuddcnly deprived cf that 
plealure which they take in it.” And,> as a 
farther atteftation to what I fay of the dilatory 

nature 


*• Cexmaakais. 
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nature of Tiberius, I appeal to this his practice 
itfelf; for, although he were emperor twenty - 
two years, he font in ail but two procurators 
to govern the nation of the Jews, Gratus, and 
his fuQceitl.br in the government, Pilate. Nor 
was he, in one way of a<fting with refpcdf to 
the Jews, and in another with refpedt to the 
red of his fubjedh. He farther informed them, 
that, even in the hearing of the caules of pri¬ 
soners, he made fuch delays, “ becaufe im¬ 
mediate death to thole that mult be condemned 
to die, would he an alleviation of their prefent 
mifetics, while thole wicked wretches have not 
deferved any fuch favour; but I do it, that, 
by being harafled with the prelent calamity, 
they may undergo greater nailery.” 

6 . On this account it was that Eutychus 
could not obtain an hearing, but was kept hill 
in prifon. However, feme time afterward, 
Tiberius came from Caprese to Tulculanurn, 
n lurch is about an hundred furlongs from Rome. 
Agrippa then defired of Antonia, that lire 
would procure an hearing for Eutychus, let 
the matter whereof he accuied him prove what 
it would. Now Antonia was greatly efteemed 
bv Tiberius on all accounts, from the dignity 
of her relation to him, who had been his bro¬ 
ther Drufus’s wife, and from her eminent 
chaftity;* for though fire were hill a yoting 
woman, fhc continued in her widowhood, 
and vefufed all other matches, although Au- 
guflus had enjoined her to be married to fomc 
hodv eifo: vet did (he all along preferve her 
'reputation free from reproach. She had been 
;blb the gloated benefabtrefs to Tiberius, when 
there was a very dangerous plot laid againft 

* This !u.;h commendation of Antonia for marrying 
lief oiu.e, given Gu, and luppoled ei fc%v he re, Antiq. 
’!/. XVif. ch. xxii. { 4. and tins notwithstanding the ilrong- 
ill tempo lions, thews how honourable fmgle marriages 
-tv? re, both among the J< ws ami Komnn>, 111 the days of 
Joicphus and ot the apoilles, and take, away much of that 
turpi we which the modern I'loteilajits have at thole laws 
A 1 the apt. 1 Iks, whi re no widows, but thofe who had been 
the wires of ow hujhaml only, are taken intb the church- 
.lift 4 and no bifhops, pritils, or deacons, arc allowed to 
many more than once, v. about leaving off to officiate as 
' clergymen any longer. SeeHlke ii. ft fftat.y, ti, 
1 2 . tit. :, 12. Tit. i. 6. Con. A poll. £. II. ft, a.B. VI. yiy. 


him by Sejanus, a man who had been her huf- 
band’s friend, an£ who had the greateft autho¬ 
rity, becaufe he was general of the army, and 
when many members of the fenate, and many 
of the freed-rifen joined with him, and the 
foldury was corrupted, and the plot was come 
to a great height. Now Sejanus had certainly 
gained his point, had not Antonia’s boldncft 
been more wifely conducted than Sejanus's 
malice ; for, when fhe had dilcovered his dc- 
ligns againft Tiberius, flic wrote him an exadl 
account of the whole, and gave the letter to 
Pallas, the moft faithful of her fervants, and 
fent him to Capreae to Tiberius, who, when 
he underftood it, flew Sejanus and his con ft-, 
derates; fo that Tiberius, who had her in' 
great efteem before, now looked upon her 
with ftill greater refpedt, and depended upon 
her in all things. So, when Tiberius was de¬ 
fired by this Antonia to examine Eutychus, he 
anfwered, “ If indeed Eutychus hath falfely ac- 
cufed Agrippa in what he hath faid of him, he 
hath had fufficient punifhment by what I have 
done to him already ; but if, upon examination, 
the accufation appears to be true, let Agrippa 
have a care, left, out of defire of punifhing 
his freed-man, he do not rather bring a punifh¬ 
ment upon himfelf.” Now, when Antonia 
told Agrippa of this, he was ftill much more 
prefling that the mattei might be examined 
into; fo Antonia, upon Agrippa’s lying hard 
at her continually to beg this favour, took the 
following opportunity: as Tiberius once lay at 
| eafe upon his fedan, and was carried about, 
and Caius her grandfon and Agrippa were be¬ 
fore 

Can. B. XVII. Grot, in Cue. »i. 36. and Refponf. ad Con- 
fult, Cafland. p. 44. and Cotelet. in Conflitut. B. VI. § 17. 
And note, that Tenull km owns this law, again It ftcond 
marriages of the clergy, bad been once at leaft executed 
in his time, and heavily complains elfewhere, that the 
breach thereof had not been always puniffied by the ca¬ 
tholics, as it ought to have been. Jerom, fpeaking of the 
ill reputation of marrying twice, fays. That no fuch per- 
fon could bfe chofen into the clergy in his day* •, which 
Augudine Jellifies aifo and for Epiplianius, mk#r easier, 
he is clear and full to the fame purpofej amUfayv th„. 

■ 1 wfeoftflitraolSe Ohntrh in his days j 

: fit fewkifdawthors inform us. 
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\fore him after dinner, ihc walked by the fedan, 
and defiled hun to call Futyelms, and have him 
examined ; to which he replied, “ O Antonia, ! 
tlie gods are my witncfles, that 1 am induced | 
to do what l am going to do, not by my own 'i 
• inclination, but becauie I am finced to it by 
thy prayers.” When he had laid this, lie or¬ 
dered Macro, who luceccded .SJ.rnus, to bring 
Futychus to .him ; accordingly, without any ; 
delay, lie was brought. Then Tiberius a iked j 
him, what lie had to fay a gain ft a man who! 
had given him his liberty ? Upon which he i 
laid, “ O my lord, this Cains, and A grip pa 
with him, were once riding in a chariot, when 1 
I litt at their feet', and, among many other dif- 
\ oourles that palled, Agrippa laid to Cains, O 
that the day woitid once come, when this old 
fellow will die, and name thee for the gover¬ 
nor of the habitable earth ! (or then thF Tibc- ' 
lias, Ins gianchon, would he no hiuderauee, but 
would be taken off by thee, and that earth ; 
would be happy, and I happy alio.” Now 
Tiberius took thei’e to be truly Agrippa’s -words, J 
and bearing a grudge withal at Agrippa, bc- 
eaufe, when he had commanded him to pay 
Ids rclpeils to Tiberius, his grandfon, and tlie 
Ion of Drufus, Agrippa had not paid him that 
refnecd, but dilobeyed ids commands, and trans¬ 
ferred all his regard to Cains ; he laid to Ma¬ 
cro, “ Bind this man.” But Macro not dif- 
tirnflly knowing which of them it was whom 
he bid him bind, and not cxpedling that he 
would have any fitch thing done to Agrippa, 
lie forbore, and came to alk more dillinctly 
what it was that he laid ? But, when Ctclar had 
gone round the hippodrome,, he found Agrip¬ 
pa ftanding : “ For certain,” laid he, “ Macro, 
this is the man I meant to have hound : ” and 
•when he ftill afked, “ Which of thefe is to lie 
hound ? ” he faid, “ Agrippa.” Upon which 
Agrippa betook himfelf to make lupplication 
for himfelf, putting him in mind of his Ion, 
with whom he was brought up, and of Tibe¬ 
rius [his grandfon] whom he had educated: 

' hut uU to no purpole ; for they led him about 

* Dr. Hudfon here takes notice, out of Scncca, Epifllc 
V. tlut tliis was the euilom <jf Tiberius, to couple the 


bound even in bis purple garmentIt was 
alto uiv hot weather, and they had hut litt! ' 
wine to their meal ; In thtt b ■ v .o very thut- 
ty : he was all" in .1 imt ot ag-'..y, and tool. 
thL ticatment of him luhvniHv : a in* .tin. re- 
fov 1 nv one ot ( •.hr 's {1 ivrs, v. hi 1 - i.ync was 
'] l^phim/lns, can ) mg ion.c .v.m i in a tfei, he 
drifted tlut he would let him drink ; 1<> the 
Li\ant gave him fume water to diii.lt, and he 
(hank heartily, and laid, “ () thou U,y, this 
lerviec ol thine to me will be lor thy advan¬ 
tage ; for, if 1 once get clear ol the I mv bom!.. 

1 will loon proeme thee thy ticcdom td'Cairn, 
who haft not been wanting to mb idler to me 
now I am in bomb, in the lame manner as 
when 1 wa-t in mv former llate and dignitv. 
Nor did he deceive him in what he promikd 
him, but made him amends for what he had 
now done ; for, when afterward Agrippa w;o 
come to the kingdom, he took particular care 
of Thaumailus, and got him his liberty from 
Cains, arid made him the Howard ovci his own 
cllate ; and, when he died, he left him to A- 
grippa his Ion, and to Bernice his daughter, to 
rninifter to them in tlie lame capacity. The' 
man alfo grew old in that honourable poft, and 
therein died. But all this happened a good 
while later. 

7. Now Agrippa Hood in his bonds before 
the royal palace, and leaned on a certain tree 
for grief, with many others who were in bond* 
alio ; and as a certain bird fat upon the tree 
on which Agrippa leaned (tlie Romans call this 
bird l>u!m) [an owl] one of thole that were 
hound, a (Herman by nation, law him, and afk¬ 
ed a foldier, who that man in purple wa.s ? and 
when he was informed that his name wo A- 
grippa, and that lie was by nation a Jew, and 
one of the principal men of that nation, he 
afked leave of the foluier to whom he was 
hound,* to let him come nearer to him, to 
fpeak with him ; for that he had a mind to en¬ 
quire of him about fame things relating to his 
country : which liberty when he bad obtained, 

and 

prifoncr, raid the foldier that guarded him, together ilB 
the fame chain. ’ 

7 Y 




A N T i O U 1 T I E S OF THE JEWS. Book XVIH-. 


and as he flood near him, he fa id thus to him 
by an interpreter, That “ this fudden change 
of thy condition, Q young man, is grievous to 
thee, as l)ringing on thee a manifold and very 
great adverfity; nor wilt thou believe me, when 
1 foretcl how thou wilt get clear of this mifery 
which thou art now under, and how Divine 
Providence will provide for thee. Know, there¬ 
fore (and I appeal to my own country-gods, as 
well ns to the gods of this place, who have a- 
warded thefc bonds to us) that all I am going 
to fay about thy concerns iliall neither be laid 
for favour nor bribery, nor out of an endeavour 
to make thee cheerful without caufe ; for luch 
predictions, when they come to fail, make the 
grief at lath, and in caj nelt, more bitter than if 
the party had never heard of any fuch thing. 
However, though l run the hazard of my own 
felf, I think it lit to declare to thee the prediction 
of the gods. It cannot be that thou lhouklcA 
long continue in thefe bonds; but thou wilt 
foon he delivered from them, and wilt be pro¬ 
moted to the higheft dignity and power, and 
thou wilt be envied by all thole who now pity 
thy hard fortune ; and thou wilt be happy till 
thy death, and wilt leave that thine happinefs 
to the children whom thou lhalt have. But 
do*thou remember, when thou lcolt this bird 
again, that thou wilt then live hut five days 
longer. This event will be brought to pafs by 
that God who hath lent this bird hither to be 
a fign unto thee. And t cannot but think it 
unjuft: to conceal from thee what I foreknow 
concerning thee, that, by thy knowing before¬ 
hand what happinefs is coming upon thee, thou 
may eft not regard thy prefent misfortunes. But, 
when this happinefs iliall adfually befal thee, do 
not forget what mifery 1 am in myfelf, but en¬ 
deavour to deliver me.” So, when the Ger¬ 
man had laid this, he made Agrippa laugh at 
him as much as he afterward appeared woithy 
of admiration. But now Antonia took Agrip- 
pj’s misfortune to heart; however, to fpeak 
to Tiberius on his behalf Ihe took to be 
a very difficult thing, and indeed quite imprac- 

* Tiberius, his own gr nut^p, and Cares, his brother 
Dnifus's grawifoE. 


ticable, as- to any hope of fuccefs: yet did flic 
procure of Macro, that the foldiers that kept 
him fhould be of a gentle, nature; and that the 
centurion who was over them, arid was to diet 
with him, lbould he of the fame difpofition; 
and that he might have leave to bathe himfelf 
every day ; and that his freed-men and friends 
might come to him ; and that other things that 
tended to eafe him might be indulged him. So 
his friend Silas came in to him, and two of his 
freed-men, Marfyas and Stechus, brought him 
fuch forts of food as he was fond of, and in¬ 
deed took great care of him. '1 hey alfo brought 
him garments, under pretence of felling them, 
and when night came on, they laid them un¬ 
der him ; and the foldiers affifted them, as Ma,- 
cro had given them oulcr to do before-hand. 
And this was Agrippa’s condition for fix months 
time, and in this cafe were his affairs. 

8 . But for Tiberius, upon his return to Ca- 
prese, he fell lick. At firfl his diflcmper was 
but gentle i but, as that diftemper increafed 
upon him, he had fmall or no hopes of reco¬ 
very. Hereupon he bid Euodus, who was 
that Creed-man whom he moft of all refpe&ed,. 
to bring the children* to him ; for. that he want¬ 
ed to talk to them before he died. Now he had 
at prefent no fons of his own alive ; for Dru- 
fus, who was his only fon, was dead ; but 
Diufus’s fon Tiberius was ftill living, whole 
additional name was Gemellus . There was alfo 
living Caius, the fon of Germanicus, who was 
the fon f of his brother [Drufus] : he was now 
grown up, and had had a liberal education, and 
was well improved by it, and was in efleem 
and favour with the people, on account of the 
excellent character of his father Germanicus, 
who had attained the higheft honour among 
the multitude, by the firmnefs of his virtuous 
behaviour, by the eafinefs and agreeablenefs of 
his eonverfing with the multitude, and becaufe 
the dignity he was in did not hinder his fami¬ 
liarity with them all, as if they were his equals; 
by which behaviour, he was not only greatly 

ef\eemed 

f So I correct Jofepkus’s copy, which calls fccruiani- 
cus hi# brother, who wus his barotlkr’j fon. 
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’ eftsemed by.the people and the fenatej but by 
every one of thofe nations that were iubje^t 
to the Romans ; fome of which were affected, 
when they came to him, with the gracefulnefs 
of their reception by him ; and others were 
. affe&ed in the fame manner by the report of 
the others that had been-with him: and upon 
his death, there was a ,lamentation made by all 
men ; not fuch an one as was to be made in 
way of flattery to their rulers, while they did 
but counterfeit forrow, but fuch as was real; 
while every body grieved at his death, as if 
they had loll: one that was near to them. And 
truly fuch had been his eafy converlatinn with 
men, that it turned greatly to the advantage 
> of his foil among all , and, among others, the 
foldiery were in peculiarly afl'edlcd to him, 
that they reckoned it an eligible thing, if need 
were, to die themfelves, if he might but attain 
to the government* 

y. Bur when Tiberius had 1 given order to 
F.uodus to bring the children to him the next 
day in the morning, he prayed to his country- 
gods to fhew him a manifeil fignal, which of 
thofe children fliould come to the government; 
being -very deflrous to leave it to his Ion’s fon, 
but llill depending upon -what God fhould fore- 
ihew concerning them, more than upon his. 
own opinion and inclination ; fo he made this 
to be the omen, that the government fliould 
be left to him who fliould come to him nrlt the 
next day. When he had thus refolved with¬ 
in himfelf, he lent to his grandfon’s tutor, and, 
ordered him to bring-the child to him early in 
the morning, as fuppolingthat God would per¬ 
mit him to be made emperor. But God prov¬ 
ed oppoflte to his deiignation for ivhile Tibe¬ 
rius was thus contriving, matters, and as foon 
as it was at all day, he bid Euodus to call in 
that child which .fliould be there ready. So he 
went out, and found Caius before-the door;, 
for Tiberius was not yet come, but ftaid wait¬ 
ing for his breakfaft; for Euodus knew nothing 
of what his lord intended; fo he laid to Caius, 

“ w Thy.fathet calls thee,” and then brought him 

* 

* This is a known tlii»g_ amopg the .Roman hiflorim*. 


in. As form as Tiberius law Caius, and not 
before, he re 11 cited on the power of (tod, .and 
how the ability of bellowing the government 
on whom he would was entirely taken from 
him ; and thence lie was not able to ellablifli 
what he had intended. So he greatly lamented, . 
that this power of eftablilhing what he had be¬ 
fore contrived was taken from him, and that 
his grandl'oa Tiberius was not only to lofe the 
Roman empire by this fatality, hut his own 
lufety alfo, becaufc his preform. 1 ion would now 
depend upon fuch as would he more patent 
than himfelf, who would think it a tiling not 
to be borne, that a kinfman fliould live with 
them, and fo his relation would not be able to 
protect him ; hut he would be feared and hated 
by him that had the fupremc authority, parti' 

partly on -’ccount of his perpetually contriving 
to get the government, both in order to-pre- 
lerve himfelf, and to be at the head of affairs 
alfo. Now Tiberius had been very much given 
to aftrology,* and the calculation of nativities, 
and had fpent his life in the efteem of what 
predictions had proved true, more than thofe 
whofe profeflion it was. Accordingly, when 
lie once law Galba coining in to him, he fa id 
to his molt intimate friends, That “ there came 
in a man that would one day have the dignity 
of the Roman empire.” 80 that this Tiberius, 
was more addicted to all fuch torts of diviners, 
than any other of the Roman emperors, be- 
caufe lie had found them to have told him 
truth in his own affairs. And indeed he was 
now in great diflrefs upon this accident that 
had befallen him, and was.very much grieved 
at the deftrutftion of his fon’s lbn, which lie 
forefaw, and complained - of himfelf, that he 
fliould have made ufe of fuch a method of div : ~. 
nation before-hand, while it was in his power 
to have died,without grief by this knowledge 
of futurity ; whereas he was now tormented 
by his foreknowledge of the misfortune of fuch 
as were deareft to him, and muft die under 

that 

> 

anid-poets, that Tiberius was great!}-given to aflroh'gy, 
and divination.. 
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that torment. Now, although he were difor- fltould be true, for they would have given 
dared at this un expelled rev-Tnion of the go- large films of money that’ it might be lb, but 
vernment to thoib for whom he did not intend bccaufe they were afraid, that if they had fhewn 
if, he fivke thus to Cains, though unwillingly their joy when the news proved falfe, their 
and agiinlt his own inclination ; “ O child ! joy Ihould be openly known, and they IbouIJ 
although Tiberiu be neuter related to me than be accufed for it, and be thereby undone. For 

thou art, 1, by my turn determination, and this Tiberius had brought a vaft number of 

{lie conlpirirg lull rage of the gods, do give, miferies on the bed families ol" the Romans, 
and pur into thy hind, the Homan empire : fmec lie was cafily inflamed with pafhou in all 
and 1 delire thee never to b§ unmindful, when cafes, and was of fuch a temper as rendered 
them coined to it, either ol my kindueis to : his anger irrevocable, till he had executed the 
r>ice, who let thee in h> ITT a dignity, or of j fame, although he had taken an hatred againil 
thy relation to Tiberius. But as thou know- men without reafon : for he was bv nature 
ell that 1 am, together with and after the gods, fierce in ail the fentences lie gave, and made 
the procurer of io great happinels to thee, fo 1 death the penalty for the lighted oilences ; in- 
•jeliro that thou wilt make me a return for my foniueh, that when the Romans heard the 
rciulincis to afliit thee, and wilt take care of rumour about his death gladly, they were re- 
Tiberius, bccante of Ins near relation to thcc. [ drained from the enjoyment cf that pleafurc 
Beluies which, thou art to know, that, while ; by the dread of fuch miferies as they i'orcfiw 
Tiberius is alive, he will be a iecurity to thee, j! would follow, if their hopes proven ill-ground- 
both as to empire, and as to thy own prcler- j ed. Now Mariyas, Agrippa’s frecd-man, as 
n ation ; bur, if he die, that will be but a pre- | loon as he heard of Tiberius’s death, came rur- 
iudo to thy own misfortunes ; for to be alone, j ning to tell Agrippa the news ; and finding him 
under the weight of fuch vail alTtirs, is very going out to the bath, he gave him a nod, and 
danrerous ; nor will the gods fuller thole ae- laid in the Hebrew tongue. “ The lion * is 
tions, which are unjuflly done, contrary to dead:” who underftanding his meaning, and 
that law which directs men to ad other wife, j being overjoyed at the news, “ Nay,” laid he, 
to go off unpunilhecl.” This was the ipecch ! “ but all forts of thanks and happinefs attend 
which Tiberius made, which did not periuade thee for this news of thine; only I with that 
Cains to ad accordin' !y, although he promited 1 what thou fayell may prove true.” Now the 
fo to do ; nut, when he was killed in the go- . centurion, who was fet to keep Agrippa, when 
varum air, he took or] this Tiberius, as was ; he law with what hafle Marfyas came, and 
predicted by the otbet Tiberius; as he Was al- j what joy Agrippa had from what he liijd, 1 e 
in fiiml'eli in no long time afterward Haiti by a had a fufpicion that his words implied feme 

f-.cret plot laid ag tin It him. great innovation of affairs, and he a Iked them 

i n. So when Tiberius had at this time np- about what was faid. They at firft diverted 
pointed (hint to be his fuceelior, lie out-lived j the difeourie ; but upon his farther prehing, 
hut a few days, and then died, after he had Agrippa, without more a-do, told him, for be 
held the government twenty-two years, five was already become his friend ; fo he joined 
months, and three days : now Cains was the with him in that pleafure which this news oc- 
nmrth emperor. But when the Romans un- calioued, bccaufe it would he fortunate to A- 
dcrllond that Tiberius was dead, they rejoiced grippa, and made him a fupper. But as they 
at the good news, hut had not courage to be- were feafting, and the cups went about, there 
lieve it ; not bevaulo they were unwilling it came 

* Tins mr.ic of : B/; n often eawn to tyrants, ei'pe- Efth. xiv, 13. 1 Tim. rr. 17. They arc alfojTc me thrive' 

cully by the Jew;;, Bn 1 as Agrippa, and probably his compared to, or reprefented by wild beaits, of which ilie 
need-man M.ni'yas, ia crib:! were, Ezek. xix. i,—9. lion is the principal. Dan. yii. 3,—8. Apoc. xiii. 1, 2. 
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came one who faid, That “ Tiberius was frill 
afive, and would return to the city in a few 
clays.” At which news the centurion was ex¬ 
ceedingly troubled, became he had done what ! 
might colt him his life, to have treated fo jov- | 
'f ull v a prifoner, and this upon the news of the ; 
death of Crelar; lo he thrull Agrippa from the | 
couch whereon he lay, and fail, “ Doit thou I 
think to cheat''me by a lie about the emperor 
without punifhmcnt ? And fhalt not thou pay 
for this thy malicious report at the price of j 
thine head ?” When he had fo faid, he order- j 
ed Agrippa to he hound again (for lie had j 
looted him before) and kept a feverer guard I 
over him than formerly, and in this evil condi- 
•tion was Agrippa that night; but the next day ; 
the rumour increafed in the city, and confirm- j 
ed the news that Tiberius was certainly dead ; J 
mibrnuch, that men durft now openly and tree- ; 
! v talk about it ; nay, lome offered fieri lie es on 'j 
that account. Several letters alfo came ‘torn jj 
Cains, one of them to the fenate, which in- :| 
formed them of the death of Tiberius, and of 1 
his own entrance on the government; another 
to Fifo, the governor of the city, which told 
him the fame thing. He alfo .gave order that ! 
Agrippa fhould be removed out of the camp, 
and go to'that houfe where he lived before he , 
was put in prifoil ; fo that he was now out of , 
fear as to his own affairs ; for although he were | 
frill in cuflody, yet was it now with eafe as 
to his own affairs. Now as fo oh as Cains was j 
come to Rome, and had brought Tiberius’s j 
dead body with him, and had made a furnptu- j 
ous funeral for him, according €0 the laws of i 
his country, he was much difpofed to let A- j 
grippa at liberty that very day, hut Anto- : 
.flia hindered him; not out of any ill-will to 
'the prifoner, but out of regard to decency in [ 
Caius, left that fhould make men believe that > 
he received the death of Tiberius with pleafure, ! 
when he loofed one, whom he had bound, im- 
mediately. However, there did not many; 
days pafs ere he fent for him to his houfe, and i 
had hjm fhaved, and made him change his j 

* Although Caius now promifeti to give Agrippa the 
tetrarchy of Lyfanias, yet was k hot all .actually conferred ( 


raiment, after which he put a diadem abou 
his head, and appointed him to be king of th 
trtr.nvhv of Philip. He alio give him the te 
tvanhy (if Lylanias, * and chm:;ed hit iron 
chain for a golden one of ctpnl we'gfm He 
alfo lent Mantllus to Ik: proem atm" of Judea. 

i i. Now in the fceond vcai oi tl\e reign of 
Caius C riar, Agtippt delired leave to he given 
him to fail home, and fettle the affairs of his 
government, and he promiled to reiurn again, 
when he had pul the reft in order, as it ought 
to be put. So, upon the emperor’s pcrmiilion 
he came into his own country, and appeared 
to them all uncxpeClcdly as a king, and there¬ 
by dcmomlrated to the men that law him the 
power of fortune, when they compared his 
former poverty with his prefent happy afflu¬ 
ence; fo fome called him an happy man, and 
others could not well believe that things were 
fo much changed with him for the better. 


C H A I'. Vif. 

H'j'iv Herod the Telrar.h u <js lot hi find. 

§ 1 . OUT Herodlas, Agrippa’s lifter, who 
now lived as wife to that Herod who 
was tetrareh of Galilee and Perea, took thin 
authority of her brother in an envious manner, 
particularly when Ibe law that lie had a greater 
dignity bellowed on idm than her Imfband had ; 
lince when he ran away, it was Lccaufe he was 
not able to pay his debt;., and now he was 
come back, he was in a way oi dignity and of 
great good fortune. .She was therefore grieved, 
and much dilplcaled at lo great a mutation of 
his affairs, and chiefly when fhc faw him 
marching among the multitude with the ufual 
enfigns of royal authority, the was not able 
to conceal how miferable fhe was, by reafon of 
the envy fhe had towards hi in ; but fhc excited 
her hufband, and delired him that he would 
fail to Rome to court honours equal to his: 
for flae faid, That M lhe could not bear to live 
any longer, while Agrippa, the fon of that 
Ariftobulus who was condemned to die by his 

father, 

open him till the reign of Claudius, as we leat*n Amki. 
B. XIX. chap. v. § u 
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father, one that came to her hufband in fuch fj 
extreme poverty, that the nccefi'avies of life J 
were forced to be entirely fupplied him day by , 
day; .and when he fled away from his credi¬ 
tors.. by/ea, he now returned a king ; while he 1 
was himfelf the Ion of a king, and while the 
near relation he bare to royal authority called ; 
upon him to gain the like dignity, he fat ilill, 
and was contented with a private life. But 
then, Herod, although thou wail formerly not j 
concerned to be in a lower condition than thy j 
father, from whom thou wall derived, had 
been; yet do thou now feek after the dignity 
which thy kiniman hath attained to ; and do 
not thou bear this contempt, that a man who 
admired thy riches, Humid be in greater ho¬ 
nour than thylelf; nor fuller his poverty to 
(hew ittclf able to purdiafc greater things than 
our abundance ; nor do thou elleem it other 
than a fhameful thing to be inferior to one who, 
the other day, lived upon thy charity. But 
let US go to Rome, and let us fpare no pains 
.nor expences, either of filver or gold ; l'mcc : 
they cannot be kept for any better ufe, than 
.for the obtaining of a kingdom.” 

! 2 . ,Bot for Herod, he oppofed her requeft 
at this time, out of the love of cafe, and having ; 
a fufpicion of the trouble be (hould have at ; 
Rome ; fo he tried to inHrucl her better. But i 
the move Hie faw him draw hack, the more (he j 
preifed him to it, and dciired him to leave no j 
ftonc unturned in order to be king : and at lull 
fhe left not off till fne engaged him, whether he 
would or not, to be of her fentiments, becaufe 
he could no othenvif; avoid her importunity. 
So he got all things ready, after as furnptuous a 
manner as he was able, and fpared for nothing, 
and went up to Rome, and took Herodias a- 
long with him. But Agrippa, when he was- 
. made fenfible of their intentions, and prepara¬ 
tions, he alfo prepared to go thither ; and as 
- loon as he heard they fet fail, he fent Fortuna- 
■ tus, one of his freed-men, to Rome, to carry 
, prefents to the emperor, and letters againft He¬ 
rod, and to give Cairn a, particular ppcoiujt o£ 
thofe matters, ifhe flvoufd haye ^bp'pprtuqa^'.g 
This man followed Herod fo quick, and hadfo 
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profperous a voyage, and came fo little after 
Herod, that, while Herod was with Caius, he 
came himfelf, and delivered his, letters ; for 
they hot!i failed to Dicearchia, and found Caius 
at Bake, which is itfclf a little city of Campa¬ 
nia, at the diflance of about live furlongs from 
Dicearchia. There are in that place royal pa¬ 
laces, with furnptuous apartments, every em¬ 
peror Hill endeavouring, to out-do his predcccl- 
fors in magnificence ; the place alfo affords 
warm baths, that fpring out of the ground of 
. their own accord, which are of advantage for 
the recovery of the health of thofe that make 
ufc of them, and befides they miniller to mens 
luxury alfo. Now Caius faluted Herod, for he 
firfl met with him, and then looked upon the 
letters which Agrippa had lent him, and which 
were written in order to aecufe Herod ; where¬ 
in he acouled him, that he had been in confe¬ 
deracy with Sejanus, againft Tiberius’s govern¬ 
ment ; and that he was now confederate with 
Artabanus, the king of Parthia, in oppofition 
to the government of Caius ; as a demouftra- 
tiou of which, he' alledged, that he had ar¬ 
mour fufficient for feventy thoufand men ready 
in his armory. Caius was moved at this in¬ 
formation, and afkcd Herod whether what was 
find about the armour was true ; and when he 
confeffed there was fuch armour there, for he 
could not deny the fame, the truth of it being 
notorious, Caius took that to be a fufficient 
proof of fhe accufation, that he intended to 
revolt. So be took away from him his tetrar- 
chy, and gav^it, by way of addition, to Agrip- 
pa’s kingdom : he alfo gave Herod’s money to 
Agrippa, and, by way of punifhment, awarded 
him a perpetual banifhment, and appointed 
Lyons, a city of Gaul, fo be his place of habo 
| tadon. But when he was informed, that Fle- 
| rodias was A grip pa’s filler, he made her a pre- 
fent of what money was her own, and told 
her, That “ it was her brother who prevented 
: her being put under the fame calamity with 
her hufband.” But fhe made this .reply g 
** Thop, indeedyT) enmftror, a$cft>tfter ti 
;: beiibnies thyfelf in 

iiA : : O. ‘ ■ - what 
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•what thou, offered me ; but the kindnefs which 
. I have for my hufband hinders me from parta¬ 
king of the favour of thy gift; for it is not 
juft that I, who have been made a partner in 
his proiperity, fhould forfakc him in his mis¬ 
fortunes.” Hereupon Gains was angry at her, 
and fent her' with Herod into banifhment, and 
gave he>- eftate to Agrippa. And thus did God 
punifli Herodias for her envy at her brother, 
and Herod alfo for giving ear to the vain dif- 
courfes of a woman. Now Cains managed pub- 
lie- affairs with very great mar uanimity, during 
the lirft and lecond year of bis reign, and be¬ 
haved himielf with inch moderation, that he 
gained the good-will both of the H omans them- 
feives, and of ills other lubuxls. But in pio- 
eefs of rime he went beyond the bounds of hu¬ 
man nature, in his conceit of himielf, and, by 
reafon of the vaftnefs of his dominions, marie 
himielf a God, and took upon himielf to acl 
in all things to the reproach of the Deity it- 
felf. 


C H A P. VIII. 

Concerning * the Amhajfage rf the Jews to Cai¬ 
ns ; and how Cains fait Petronius into Syria 
to make JVar again// the Jews, unltfs they 
would reeei-je his Statue. 

IRE was was now a tumult arifen 


i.npHERE 
X at Air 


Alexandria, between the Jewifh 
inhabitants- and the Greeks ; and three f am- 
baffadors were chofen out of each party that 
were at variance, who came to Caius. Now 

* This is a moft.rcmarkablc chapter, as containing fuch 
pittances of the interpofition of Providence, as iiavc been 
always very rare among the other idolatrous nations, but 
of old very many among the pofterity of Abraham, the 
worshippers- of the true God ; nor do thefe feeni much in¬ 
ferior to thofe in tlie Old Te (lament, which are the more 
remarkable, becaufe^ among all their other follies and 
vices, the Jews were not at tilts time idolaters ; and tile 
deliverances here mentioned were done in order to prevent 
their relapfe into that idolatry. 

f Jofephus here allures us, that the ambafiadors from 
Alexandria to Caius w.ene on each part no more than three 
in number, for the Jews, and for the Gentiles, which are 
but fix in all', -whereas l’lulo* who was. the principal »m- 


0.:j l 

one of thefe ambaifidors from the people of 
Alexandria was Apion, who uttered manv blai- 
phemies againil _lhe Jews ; and, among'other 
things that he laid, he charged them with jteg- 
leeling the honours that belonged to (kefir ; f e 
tlut white all who were fubjed to the Roman 
entire built altars and temples to Caius, and in 
other regards univerfalJy received him as they 
received the gods, thelc Jews ahme thought if 
a dilhonourable tiling for them to cred attics 
in honour of lum, as well as t•. jvvear bv l;i;> 
name. Many of thefe fevere things were laid 
by Apion, by which he hoped t • ptovokc Cai¬ 
us to anger at the Jews, as he o-.s likely lo be ; 
but Philo, the principal of the Jew i(li ambaffage*' 
a man eminent on all accounts, bmther to A1 - 
rxmdcr ;j; the alabareb, and on. not unlGlfuI 
in philosophy, was ready to betake bimfelf to 
to make his defence againft thole accufations • 
but Caius piolulutcd him, and bid him begone .■ 
he was alfo in inch a rage, that if openly ap¬ 
pealed he was about to do them Ionic very 

great milehiu. So Philo, being thus affronted, 

went out, and faid to thofe fevvs who were a- 
bout him, That “ they fhould be of good cour- 
age, Imce Caius s woids indeed fhewed anger- 
at them, but in reality had already let God 
againft himielf.” 

ID-b-i.upoj\ Cams, taking it verv hcinoufly 
that he fliould be thus dtfpifcd by the Jews a- 
lone, lent Petronius to be premdent of Syria, 
and lucccffor in the government fo YiteJliiis’ 
and gave him order to make an invafion into* 
Judea, with a great body of troops, and if they 

would. 

baffiidor from the Jews, as Jofephus here confefles (as 
was Apion for the Gentiles) Gy:,, the jew, ambafliflur*. 
were thcmfclves no fewer than iue, nnvanh the end of 
his legatieui to Caius; which, if there he nu rnittakc in 
die copies, mutt be fuppofed the truth ; nor, in that cafe,' 
would jofephus have comra-iiited to authentic a witnefs* 
had he men that account el Phho, which, that he ever did, 
does not appear., 

t Mtis Alexander, rise nlabarch, or governor of the 
Jews at Alexandria, and brother to Philo, is fuppofed by 
lip. l'e.arfon, in Act Ajioit. pag. 41, 4;. to be flu fame 
With that Alexander who is mentioned by St. Luke, at, of 
die kindred of the high priefu. Acts iv 6. 
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•would admit of hisftatuc willingly,, to ere£t it 
in the temple of God ; but if they were obfti- 
nate,,to conquer them by war, and then to do 
it. Accordingly Petronius took the govern¬ 
ment of Syria, and made haile to obey (Jxdar’s 
, epiftle. He got together as great a number of 
auxiliaries as he poflibly could, and took' 4 ||^ 
Tim two legions of the Roman army, and 
..came to Ptolemak, and there wintered, as in¬ 
tending-to fet about the war in the fpring. lie 
alio wrote word to Cains what he had rcfolved 
to do, who commended him for his alacrity, 
and ordered him to go on, and to make war 
-with them, in cafe they would not obey his 
commands. But there came many ten thou¬ 
sands of the Jews to Pctronius to Ptolcmais, to 
■offer their petitions to him, That “ he would I 
not compel them to tranfgrefs and violate the 
law Of their forefathers : but if (laid they) thou 
ait entirely rcfolved to bring this ftatuc, and 
erert it, do thou firft kill ns, anil then do what 
thou halt rcfolved on; for, while we arc alive, 
we cannot permit fuch things as are forbidden 
us to he done by the authority of our legillator, 
,and by our forefathers determination, that fuch 
prohibitions are inftanccs of virtue.” But Pe¬ 
tronius was angry at them, and laid, “ If in¬ 
deed I were myfelf emperor, and were at 
Liberty to follow my own inclination, and then 
had deligned to art thus, thefe your words 
would be juftly fpoken to me ; but now Csc far 
■ hath lent to me, 1 am under the utmoR ncccf- 
iity of being l'ublervient to his decrees, becaule 
a difobediencc to them will bring upon me in¬ 
evitable dcRrurtion.” Then the Jews replied, 
u Since therefore thou art fo dilpoied, O Pe~ 

• tronius, that tliou wilt not difobey Caius’s 
epiftks, neither will we tranfgrefs the com¬ 
mands of our law ; and as we depend upon the 
txoellcnev of ouv laws, and hv the labours of 
our am.tilers have continued hitherto without 
Titering them to he tranigrclTcd, we dare not 
by any means fufier ourfoJvea to he fo timorous 
as to tranigrefs thofe laws out of the fear of 

* Wlnt juiiiphus bare, .irut j 6 . relates as done by the 
f,*ws hefvrt fed-tun is, in Philo, nut fof off the time 
T/j cn tie tvrn w«.r rife, who, 45 Le Clftrc notes, differ 
j\ : rc one trom the other. This is another indication, that 


death, which God hath determined are for our_ 
advantage ; and if we fall into misfortunes we 
will hear them, in order to preferve our laws, 
as knowing that thofe who expole*thunfelvcs 
; to dangers have good hope of efcaping them ; 
hccaufe God will Rand on our fide, when out 
of regard to him we undergo afHirtions, and 
iuflain the uncertain turns of fortune. But if 
we ihould fubmit to thee, we fliotlld he greatly 
reproached for our cowardice, as thereby ihew- 
ing ourfelves ready to tranfgrefs our law ; and 
we Ihould incur trie great anger of God alio, 
who even, thryfelf being judge, is luperior to 
j Claius.” 

3. When Petronius faw by their words that 
their determination was hard to he removed, 
j and that without a war lie fhould not he able 
1 to he iuhfervient to Caius in the dedication of 
his ftatuc, and that there mult be a great deal 
of blood Died, he took his friends, and the fer- 
vants that were about him, and halted to Ti¬ 
berias, as wanting to know in what pofturc the 
affairs of the Jews were; and many ten thou* 
lands of the Jews met Petronius again, when 
he was come to Tiberias. Thefe thought they 
mult run a mighty hazard if they fhould have 
a war with the Romans, but judged that the 
tranigreflion of the law was of much greater 
confequence, and made fupplication to him, 
that he would by no means reduce them to fuch 
diftreffes, nor defile their city with the dedication 
of the ftatuc. Then Petronius find to them, 
“ Will yotx then make war with Cariar, without 
confidering his great preparations for war, and 
your own weaknefs ?” They replied, “ Wc 
| will nor, by any means, make war with him ; 

| but Rill we will die before we fee our laws - 
j tranfgreiTed. So they threw themfelves down 
j upon their faces, and ftretched out their 
! throats, and faid they were ready to be ftain; 

! and this they did for forty days together, and in 
| the mean time left off the tilling of their ground, 

' and that while the feafou * of the year requir¬ 
ed- 

» <? 

Jofephus, when wrote this account, had no’tttecn Phi- 
Id's l-asgat. ad Caiwm, otherwife he ■would hardly have 
heron differed from hun, . 
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cd them to Tow it. Thus they continued firm 
‘it their refolution, and propofed to themfclvcs 
to die willingly, rather than fee the dedication 
of the flattie. 

4. When matters were in this Hate, Ariflo- 
• hulus, king Agrippa’s brother, and Heleias the 
Great, and the other principal men of that fa¬ 
mily with them, went in unto Petronius, and 
befought hint, That “ fiace he faw the refolu¬ 
tion of the multitude, he would not make any 
alteration, and thereby drive them to dcfpair; 
but would write to Caius, that the Jews had an 
infuperable avcrfenels to tlic reception of the 
ftatue, and how they continued with him, and 
left oft' the tillage of their ground : that they 
were not willing to go to war with him, becaufe 
they were not able to do it, but were ready to 
die with pleafure, rather than fuller their laws 
to be tranlgrefted : and how, upon the lands 
continuing unfown, robberies would grow tip, 
on the inability they would be under of paying 
their tributes ; and that perhaps Caius might 
be thereby moved to pity, and not order any 
barbarous adtion to be done to them, nor think 
of deftroying the nation : that if he continues 
inflexible in his former opinion to bring a war 
upon them, he may then fet about it himfelf.” 
And thus did Ariftobulus, and the reft with 
him, fuppiicate Petronius. So Petronius,* part¬ 
ly on account of the prefling inftanccs which 
Ariftobulus and the reft with him made, and be¬ 
caufe of the great confequcnce of what they de- 
fircd, and the earneftnefs wherewith they made 
their fupplication ; partly on account of the 
firmnefs of the oppofltion made by the Jew's, 
which he faw, while he thought it an horrible 
thing for him to be fuch a flave to the madnefs 
-©f Caius, as to flay fo many ten thoufand men, 

’ only becaufe of their religious difpofition to¬ 
wards God, and after that to pafs his life in 
expectation of puniftnnent; Petronius, I fay, 
thought it much better to fend to Caius, and to 

* This Publius Petronius was after this kill prefident 
of Syya under Claudius, and, at the defire ol Agrippa, 
publifhtd a fevere decree againk the inhabitants of Dora, 
who, in a fort of imitation of Caius, had fet up a hatue 
ol Claudius in a jcwilh fynagoguc there. This decree is 
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let him know J)ow intolerable it was to him to 
bear (lie anger be might have again!! him lor 
not ierving him loouer, in obedience to his e- 
pifllc, lor that perhaps he might j erluade him ; 
and that if his mad refolution eoniihued, he 
might then begin the war cg.imil them; nay, 
that in rale be thould turn hi:, haired again!! 
himiclf, it was lit tor virtuous pci Ions even to 
‘die lor the lake of inch vail multitudes of men. 
Accordingly he determined to hem ken to the 
petitioners in this matter. 

lie then called the few:, together to Ti¬ 
berias, who came, many ten tlioulamls in num¬ 
ber ; he a lib {daecd that army he now had with 
him oppolite to them ; but did not dilcovcr his 
own meaning, but the commands of the em¬ 
peror, and told them, That “ h is wrath would 
without delay he executed on fuch as had the. 
courage to difobey what he had commanded, 
and this immediately ^ and that it was lit for 
him, who had obtained fo great a dignity by 
his grant, not to contradid. him in any thing ; 
yet,” faid he, “ I do not think it juft to have 
fuch a regard to my ownfafety and honour, as 
to refuie to facriftce them for your prefervation, 
who arc fo many in number, and endeavour to 
preferve the regard that is due to your law, 
which, as it hath come down to you from your 
forefathers, fo do you etleem it worthy of your 
utmoft contention to preferve it : nor, with 
the fupreme afliftance and power of Clod, will 
I be fo hardy as to luffer your temple to fall 
into contempt by the means of the imperial au¬ 
thority. 1 will therefore lend to Caius, and 
let him know what your refolutions are, and 
will aflill your fuit as far as 1 am able, that you 
may not be expofed to fuller on account of the 
honeft deligns you have propofed to yourfclves ; 
and may God be our afliftant, for his autho¬ 
rity is beyond all the contrivance and power of 
men ; and may he procure you the prefervation 

of 

extant, B. XIX. chap. vi. i 3. and greatly confirms the 
prefer.t accounts of jokphus, as do tlie other decree* of 
Claudius, jdwting to the LLc Jewjih affairs, B. XIX. 
chap. v. 5 2, 3. to which i refer the inquilitire reader. 
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of your ancient laws, and may upt he he depri- [ 
ved, though without your confent, of his ac- j 
CuRomed honours. But if Cains he irritated, j' 
and turnqthe violence of his rage upon me, 1 !' 
will rather undergo all that danger and that af- J! 
fliftion .that ;Ttay come either on my body or j| 
tny foul, than fee fo many of you to perifh, 
while you are adding in fo excellent a manner. 
Do you, therefore, every one of you, go your 
way about your own occupations, and fall to 
the cultivation of your ground ; I will myfelf 
fend to Rome, and will not refnfe to ferve you 
in all things, both hv myfelf and by my friends.” 

6. Wiii:n Petronius had laid this, and had 
difmiflVd the affembly of the Jews, he defired 
the principal of them to take care of their huf- 
bandry, and to fpeuk kindly to the people, and • 
encourage them to have good hope of their 
affairs. Thus did he readily bring the multi¬ 
tude to he cheerful again. And now did God 
fhevv his prefence * to Petronius, and fignify 
to him, that he would afford him his affiRance 
»rv his whole tlefign ; for lie had no fooner fin¬ 
ished the Ipeech that he made to the Jews, but 
God font down great fhowers of rain, contrary 
to human expectation ; for that day was a clear 
day, and gave no fign, by the appearance of the 
-fky, of any rain ; nay, the whole year had been 
fubjeft to a great drought, and made men tle- 
fpair of any water horn above, even when at 
any time they law tire heavens over-call with 
clouds ; info-much, that when fuch a great 
quantity of rain came, and that in an unufual 
manner, and without any other expectation of j 
it, the jews l.op.vd that Petronius would by no j 
means fail in hi; petition for them. But as to j 
Petronius, he was mightily furprifed, when he ' 
perceived that mod evidently took care of the i 
Jews, and gave very plain figns of his appear¬ 
ance ;'f and this to fueh a degree, that thole 
that, were in earned much inclined to the con- 

* Jofephu;. here uft'j the folemn New Teftament words, 
jKtroiJt.i, and epip/.’arMa, the prefence and appearance of 
God, i or the extraordinary nianifeftation of his power j 
and providence to lYtronius, by fending rain in a time of 
dillrcls, immediately upon the refolution he had taken to- 
preferve the temple unpolluted, at the hazard of his own 
life, without any other jniraculout appearance at all in | 


trary had no power left to contradict it. This 
t.a« alfo among thole other particulars which 
he wrote to G uus, which all tended to difluadc 
nim, and b). ; : l means to intreat him not to 
niche fo many ten thoufands of thefe men go 
dillrafled ; whom, if lie fho.uld flay (for with¬ 
out war they would by no means fuffer the 
laws of their worth ip to be fet afule) lie would 
lofc the revenue they paid him, dnd would be 
puHicly curfed by them for all future ages. 
Moreover, that God, who was their governor, 
had {hewn his power moR evidently on their 
account, and that fuch a power of his, as left 
no room for doubt about it. And this was the 
bufmels that Petronius was now engaged in. 

y. But king Agrippa, who now lived at 
Rome, was more and more in the favour oi 
Cains; and when he had once made him a 
Ripper, and was careful to exceed all others, 
both in expcnces, and in fuch preparations as 
might contribute moR to his pleafure; nay, it, 
was fo far from the ability of others, that Gai- 
us himfelf could never equal, much lefs exceed 
it ; (fueh care had he taken before-hand to ex¬ 
ceed all men, and particularly to make all 
agreeable to CaTar) : Hereupon Caius admired 
his underftanding and magnificence, that he 
Ihould force himfelf to do all to plcafe him, 
even beyond Rich expcnces as he could hear, 
and was defirous not to be behind Agrippa in 
that generofity which he exerted in order to 
pleafe him. So Cains, when lie had drunk- 
wine plentifully, and was merrier than ordina¬ 
ry, laid thus during the feaR, when Agrippa 
had drunk to him : “ I knew before now J. 
hove great a refpedt thou haR had for me, and 
how great kindnefs thou haR fhewn me, though-, 
with thofe hazards to- thyfelf,. which thou urv. 
dervventeR, under Tiberius on that account ; 
nor hall thou omitted any thing to fhew thy 

good- 

that cafe ; which well deferves to be taken notice of here, 
smcl greatly illuftratc;. fevcral texts both in the Old and 
New Teilamcnt. 

f See the preceding note. 

$ This behaviour of Caius to Agrippa, is vtry like 
that of Herod-Antipas, his uncle, to HerodRs, Agrip- 
pa*« filter, about John the Baptift, Matt. xiv. 6 ,— 11. 
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good-will towards us, even beyond thy ability;' 
whence, it would be a bale thing for me to 
be conquered by thy affe&ion : 1 am therefore 
defirous to make thee amends for every thing, 
in which I have been any way formerly defi- 
’eicnt ; for a[I that -1 have beftowed on thee, 

, that may lie called my gifts, is but little. Every 
thing that may contribute to thy happinefs fhall 
be at thy fervice, and that cheerfully, and in 
tar as my ability will reach.” And this was 
what Cains laid to Agrippa, thinking he would 
alk tor tome large country, or the revenues 
ot certain cities. But although he had pre- 
• pared hefore-hand what he would alk, yet 
li.nl he not diicovered his intentions, but made 
this anfwer to Gains immediately. That “ it 
was not out of any expectation of gaiti that he 
formerly paid his rel'pcCts to him, contrary to 
the commands of Tiberias; nor did he now do 
any thing relating to him out of regard to his 
own advantage, and in order to receive any 
thing from him : that the gifts he had already 
beftowed upon him were great, and beyond 
the hopes of even a craving man ; for al¬ 
though they may be beneath thy power [who 
art the donor] yet are they greater than my 
inclination and dignity, who am the receiver.” 
And as Gains was aftonifhed at Agrippa’s in 
clinations, and ftill the more prefied him to 
make his requeft for fomewhat which he might , 
gratify him with, Agrippa replied, “ Since | 
thou, O my lord, declared. Inch is thy rema¬ 
nds to grant, that I am worthy of thy ; lift, 

1 will afk nothing relating to my own felieny, 
for what thou haft already beftowed on me 
has made me excel therein; but I delire fome- 
^vhat which may make thee glorious for piety, 
:md render the Divinity affiftant to thy deilgns, 
and may be for an honour to me among thole 
that enquire about it, as fhewing that 1 never 
once fail of obtaining what I deftre of thee, 
for my petition is this, that thou wilt no longer 
think of the dedication of that ftatue which 
thou haft ordered to be fet up in the Jewiih 
temple «by Petronius.” 

8. And thus did Agrippa venture to caft the 
-die upon this occafton ; fo great was the.affair 
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in his opinion, and in reality, though he knevr 
how dangerous a thing it was ft) to fpeak ; for, 
had not Cains approved of it, it had tended 
’to no lei’s than the lofs of his life. So Caius, 
who was mightily taken with AgiippaT obli¬ 
ging behaviour, and on other accounts thinking 
it a dishonourable thing to be guilty of falle- 
liood before l’o many witnefler, in points where¬ 
in he had with fuch alacrity iotxed Agrippa to 
become a petitioner, and tit.it it would look as. 
if he had already repented of what lie had laid, 
and becaufe he gieatly admired Agi ippa’s virtue,, 
in not defiriug him at all to augment his own 
dominions, either with larger levcnues or other 
authority, hut took care of the public tranqui- 
| lily, of the laws, and of the Divinity itfclf, he 
[granted him what he had 1 equalled. He alfo 
| wrote thus to Petronius, “commending him 
for his afterobling his army, and then confult- 
ing him about thofe affairs. If therefore,” faid 
he, “ thou haft already creeled my ftatue, Jet 
it lland : hut, if thou haft not yet dedicated it, 
do not trouble thyfelf farther about it; but 
difmifs thy army, and go back, and take care 
of thole affairs which 1 ft nt thee about at iirft 
for 1 have now no occ.Ton for the eRklion of 
that ftatue. This l have granted as a favour 
to Agrippa, a man whom I honour lo very 
greatly, that I am not able to contradict what 
la would have, or what he drifted me to do 
for him.’ And this was what (Cftis wrote to Pc- 
1 * ronuu, which was before lie received his letter,, 
infer niftig him that the Jews were v< ry ready to 
revolt about the ftatue, and that they leerned 
relolved to threaten war agaiuft the Romans,, 
and nothing dfe. "When therefore Cains was 
much diipleafed that any attemjit Humid be 
made againft his government, as lie was a iiave 
to bafe and vicious aclions on ail oceafions, and 
had no regard to what was vhtuous and ho¬ 
nourable, and againft vvhoinfoever lie relolved 
to fhew Ids anger, and that for ar.y caufe wftat- 
foever, he fuffered not himfelf to he reftrained 
by any admonition, hut thought the indulging 
his anger to be a real plealure, he wrote thus 
to Petronius: “freeing thou cilceineft the pre¬ 
lects 
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fonts made thee by the Jews to be of greater 
value than my commands, and art grown in- 
lolcnt enough to be fubiervient to their pleafurc, 

I charge-thee to become thy own judge, and to* 
confufor what thou art to do, now thou art 
under my difplcafure ; for L will make thee an 
example to the prefent, and to all future ages, 
that they may not dare to contradict the com¬ 
mands of their emperor.” 

(). This was the epiflle which Caius wrote 
to Petronius ; but Petronius did not receive it 
while Caius was alive, that fhip which carried 
it failing fo flow, that other letters came to Pe¬ 
tronius before this, lay which he underltood 
that Caius was dead ; for God would not for¬ 
get the dangers Petronius had undertaken on 
account of the Jews, and of his own honour. 
But when he had taken Caius away, out of 
his indignation of what he had fo infolently at¬ 
tempted in alfuming to himfolf divine worlhip, 
both Rome and all that dominion confpired 
with Petronius, efpecially thole that were of 
the fonatorian order, to give Caius Ids due re¬ 
ward, becaufc he had been unmercifully fevere 
to therm}* for lie died not long after he had 
wiitten to Petronius that epiflle which threaten¬ 
ed h’rm with death. But as for the occafion of 
his death, and the nature of the plot againft 
him, 1 fliall relate them in the progrefs of this 
narration. Now that epiflle, which informed 
Petronius of Cuius’s death, came lirft, and a 
little afterward came that which commanded 
him to kill himfelf witli his own hands. Where¬ 
upon he rejoiced at this coincidence as to the 
death of Caius, and admired God’s providence, 
who without the lead delay, and immediately, 
rave him a reward for the regard he had to the 
temple, and the afliftancc he afforded the Jews 
lor avoiding the dangers they were in. And 
by this means Petronius eleaped that danger of 
death, which he could not forefee. 

C H A P. IX. 

IVbut leftl the Jews that were in Babylon , 
at Oecajion of Ajineus and Amicus, two 
Brethren. 

Very fad calamity now befel the Jews 
k that were in Mesopotamia, and efpeci- 
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ally thofe that dwelt in Babylonia. Inferior 
it was to none of the calamities which had gone 
before, and came together with a great flaughtci 
of them, and that greater than anyupon record 
before ; concerning all which I lhall fpeak ac¬ 
curately,, and fliall explain the occafions whence 
tliele miieries came upon them. There was a 
city of Babylonia, called Nccrda; not only a 
very populous one, but one that had a good 
and a large territory about it, and, bdides it 
other advantages, full of men all’o. It was bo¬ 
lides not ealily to he alfaulted by enemies, from 
the river Euphrates encompaffing it all round, 
and from the walls that were built about it. 
There was alio the city Nilibis, iituated on the 
lame current of the river. For which reafon 
the Jews, depending on the natural ftrength of 
thefo places, depoiited in them that half fhekcl 
which every one, by the cuftom of our country, 
offers unto God, as well as they did other 
things devoted to him ; for they made ufe of 
thefo cities as a treafury, whence, at a proper 
time, they were tranfmitted to Jerufalem ; and 
many ten thoufand men undertook the carriage 
of thofe donations, out of fear of the ravages 
of the Parthians, to whom the Babylonians 
were then fubject. Now there were tw r o men, 
Afineus and Anileus, of the city Neerda bv 
birth, and brethren to one another. They 
were deflitute of a father, and their mother 
put them to learn the art of weaving curtains, 
it not being eftcemed a dilgrace among them 
for men to be weavers of cloth. Now he that 
taught them that art, and was let over them, 
complained that they came too late to their 
work, and punifhed them with ftripes ; but 
they took this juft punifhment as an affront,y 
and carried oft*all the weapons which were kej i 
in that houfe, which were not a few, and went 
into a certain place where was a partition of 
the rivers, and was a place naturally very fit 
for the feeding of cattle, and for preferving 
fuch fruits as were ufually laid up againft win¬ 
ter. The pooreft fort of the young men alfo 
reforted to them, whom they armed ^with the 
weapons they had gotten, and became their 
captains; and nothing hindered them from 

being 
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being their leaders into mifchief; for as foon 
as they were become invincible, and had built 
them a citadel, they fent to fuch as fed cattle, 
and ordered them to pay them fo much tribute 
out of them as might be fufficient for their 
' maintenance, propoiing alfo that they would 
be their friends, if they would fubmit to them, 
and that they, would defend them from all their ; 
other enemies on every fide, but that they ■ 
would kill the cattle of thole that refufed to * 
obey them. So they hearkened to tlieir pro- : 
pofals (for they could do nothing elle) and 
and fent them as many fheep as were required 
of them ; whereby their forces grew greater, | 
and they became lords over all they plealed, 
becaufe they marched fuddenly, and did them j 
a'mifchief; infomuch, that every body who 
had to do with them chofe to pay them re- j 
fpc£t, and they became formidable to fuch as 
came to allualt them, till the report about them | 
came to the ears of the king of Parthia him- i 
fell. 

2. But when the governor of Babylonia 
underftood this, and had a mind to put a flop 
to them, before they grew greater, and before 
greater, mifehiefs fhould arife from them, he 
got together as great an army as he could, both 
of Parthians and Babylonians, and marched 
againft them, thinking to attack them, and de- | 
llroy them, before any one fhould carry them 
the news, that he had got an army together. 
He then encamped at a lake, and lay flill; but 
on the next day (it was the fabbath, which is 
among the Jews a day of reft from all forts of 
work) he luppofed that the enemy would not 
dare to fight him thereon, but that he fhould 
»take them, and carry them away priloners, 
\tfithqut lighting. He therefore proceeded gra¬ 
dually, and thought to fall upon them on the 
Hidden. Now Aiineus was lirting with the 
reft, and their weapons lay by them ; upon 
which he faid, “ Sirs, I hear a neighing of 
horics; not of fuch as are feeding, but fuch as 
have men On their backs: I alfo hear fuch a 

* Em-fL’koion is here, and in very many other plates of 
Jofcphils,- immediately at band, znA is to be expounded 
2 Thai. ii. a. when fome falfeiy pretended, that St Paul j 
"had laid, either by word of mouth, or by an epiifle, pr.i 
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noife of their bridles, that I am afraid that 
fome enemies are coming upon us to encom- 
pais us round. However, let fomebody go to 
look about, and make report of what reality 
there is in the prefent * itate of tilings ; and 
may what I have faid prove a ibile alarm.” 
And, when lie bad laid this, fome of them 
went out to fpy out what was die matter, and 
they came again immediately, and faid to him, 
That “ neither haft thou been miitaken in tell¬ 
ing us what our enemies were doing, nor will 
thole enemies permit us to be injurious to peo¬ 
ple any longer. We are caught by their in¬ 
trigues like brute-bcafts, and there is a large 
body of cavalry marching upon us, while we 
are deftitute of hands to defend ourielves with¬ 
al, becaufc we are rcllrained from doing it by 
the prohibition of our law, which obliges us to 
reft [on this day].” But Alincus did not by 
any means agree with the opinion of his fpy 
as to what was to be done, but thought it more 
agreeable to the law to pluck up their ipirits m 
this neceffity they were fallen info, and break 
j their law by avenging themfelves, although 
they fhould die in the action, than, by doing 
i nothing, to pleafe their enemies in fubmitting 
I to be ilain by them. Accordingly lie took up 
i his weapons, and infilled courage into thole 
! that were with him to a<ft as courageoufly as 
himfclf. So they fell upon their enemies, and 
Hew a great many of them, becaufc they de- 
fpifed them, and came as to certain victory, 
and put the reft to flight. 

3. But when the news of this light came 
to the king of Parthia, *he was furprii'ed at the 
| boldnefs of thefe brethren, and was defirous to 
lee them, and fpeak with them. He therefore 
fent the'inoft trufty of all his guards to fay thus 
to them, “ That king Artabanus, although he 
he hath been unjuftly treated by you, who 
have made an attempt againft his government, 
i yet hath he more regard to your courageous 
| behaviour, than to the anger he bears to you, 

and 

by both, that the day of Chrjji (ctujlckeJ wot immnUnte/y 

i at fond; for fiill fit Paul did then plainly think that day 
I Jjo^.yexy maay years future 

i 
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and hath lent me to give you his right-hand,* j 
and feeurity, and he permits you to come to ; 
him fafely, and without any violence upon the 
road, and he wants to have you addrels your- 
felves to him as bis friends, without meaning 
any guile or deceit to you. lie alio promiles 
to make you prefents, and to pay you thofe re- j 
fpedts which will make an addition of his power 
to your courage, and thereby be of advantage 
to you.” Yet did Aiineus himfelf put off his 
journey thither, but lent his brother Anileus 
with all fuch prefents as he could procure. So 
he went, and was admitted to the king’s pre¬ 
fence ; and, when Artabanus law Anileus com- 
ing’alone, he enquired into the reafon why A- 
fmeus avoided to come along with him ? and 
when he underftood that he was afraid, and 
{laid by the lake, he took an oath by the gods 
of his country, that he would do them no harm, 
if they came to him upon the affurances he 
gave them, and gave him his right-hand, f 
'I’his is of the greateft force there with all thefe 
"barbarians, and affords a linn feeurity to thofe 
who converfe with them; for none of them 
will deceive you, when once they have given 
you their right-hands, nor will any one doubt 
of their fidelity, when that is once given, even 
though they were before lufpc&ed of injuflice. 
When Artabanus had done this, he lent away 
Anileus to perfuade his brother to come to him. 
Ho;v this the king did, bccuufe he wanted to 
curb his own governors of provinces by the 
courage of thefe Jcwifii brethren, left they 
fhoitld make a league with them; for they 
were ready for a revolt, and were difpofed to [ 
rebel, had they been lent on an expedition ! 
again (l them. I leu as alfo afraid, left, when 1 
he was engaged in a war in order k to fubdue j 
thofe governors of provinces that had revolted, j 
the party of Aiineus, and thofe in Babylonia, ! 
Humid be augmented, and either make war ; 
upon turn, when they fhould hear of that re- j 
volt, or, if they Ihould be disappointed in that 

* Tin j fining of tl <• right-hands was eftrrmed among 
the Pel firms, [and Parthiansj in particukt, a moil in- 
uohitk obligation to fidelity} as Dr Httdfon here ob- 
ftvrcsj add refers to the commtytxtj on Jldftp, B, ip.; j 


cafe, they would not fail of doing farther mil- 
chief to him. 

4. When the king had thefe intentions, he 
font away Anileus, and Anileus prevailed on 
his brother [to come to the king] when he had 
related to him the king’s good-will, and the 
oath that he had taken. Accordingly they 
made hafte to go to Artabanus, who received 
them, when they were come, with pleafure, 
and admired Aiineus’s courage in the adions 
he had •done, and this becaule he was a little 
man to fee to, and at firft fight appeared con¬ 
temptible alfo, and fuch as one might deem a 
perfon of no value at all. He alfo laid to his 
friends, how, upon the companion, he fhew- 
ed his foul to he, in all refpeds, luperior to his 
body; and when, as they were drinking to¬ 
gether, he once (hewed Aiineus to Abdagafcs, 
one of the generals of his army, and told him 
his name, and deferibed the great courage he 
was of in war, and Abdagafes had delired leave 
to kill him, and thereby to infiidl on him a 
punifhmcnt for thofe injuiies he had done to the 
Parthian government, the king replied, “ I will 
never give thee leave to kill a'man who hath 
depended on my faith, efpecially not after I 
have fent him my right-hand, and endeavour¬ 
ed to gain his belief by oaths made by the 
gods. But, if thou beeft a truly warlike man, 
thou ftandeft not in need of my perjury. Go 
thou then, and avenge the Parthian govern¬ 
ment ; attack this man, when he is returned 
back, and conquer him by the forces that are 
under thy command, without my privity.” 
Hereupon the king called for Afineus, and laid 
to him, “It is time for thee, O thou young 
man, to return home, and not to p/ovoke the 
indignation of my generals in this place arw^ 
farther, left they attempt to murder thee, and 
that without my approbation. 1 commit to 
thee the country of Babylonia in truft, that it 
may by thy care be preferved free from rob¬ 
bers, 

th. xv. for its confirmation. ■ Wc often meet with the 
like ufe of It in Jofpplius, ~ 

, f See the above note. 
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hers, ami from other mifchiefs. I have kept 
my faith inviolable to thee, and that not in 
trifling affairs, but in thofo that concerned thy 
fafety, and* do therefore deferve thou ihouldil 
be kind to me.” When he had laid this, and 
given Alincus l'onre prelcnts, he fent hint away 
immediately ; who, when he was come home, 
built fortreffejs, and became great in a little time, 
and managed things with Inch courage and iuc- 
cels, as no other perfon, that had no higher a 
beginning, ever did before him. Thole Par¬ 
thian governors alfo, who were fent that way, 
paid him great refpcet; and the honour that 
was paid him by the Babylonians leemed to 
them j .too i’mall, and beneath his delerts, al¬ 
though he were in no fmall dignity and power 
there : nay indeed, all the affairs of Mesopo¬ 
tamia depended upon him, and he more and 
more flourilhed in this happy condition of his 
for fifteen years. 

But as their affairs were in fo flourilh- 
ing a date, there fprang up a calamity among 
them on the following occalion. When once 1 
they had deviated from that courfc of virtue 
whereby they had gained fo great power, they 
affronted and tranfgreffed the laws of their fore¬ 
fathers, and fell under the dominion of their 
lulls and pleafures. A certain Parthian, who 
came as general of an army into thofe parts, 
had a wife following him, who had a vaft re¬ 
putation for other accomplilhment®, and par¬ 
ticularly was admired above all other women 
for her beauty: Anileus, the brother of Aii- 
neus, either heard of that her beauty from o- 
thers, or perhaps law her himfclf alfo, and fo 
became at ouce her lovat and her enemy ; part¬ 
ly becaufe he could not hope to enjoy this wo- 
Vrtan but by obtaining power over her as a cap¬ 
tive*, and partly becaufe he thought he could 
not conquer his inclinations for her: as foon, 
therefore, as her hufband had been declared an 
enemy to them, and was fallen in the battle, 
the widow of the deceafcd was married to this 
• 

* Tlfis cuflora of the M'efopoiamhms to carry' their 
houltho!*] goods along vi ith tficm, wherever they travelled, 
is as old as the days of Jacobjp' tEifebel his wife did > 
-*bc fame, Gen. xwu. net is it to jiafa hire 
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her lover. However, this woman did not 
come into their Houle without producing great' 
misfortunes both to Anileus hunlclf, and to A- 
fincus alfo; but brought gre<.t millKieJs upon 
them, on the occalion following. Since flic 
was led away captive, upon the death of her 
hufband, flic concealed the images of thofe 
gods which were their country gods, common 
to her hufband and to hcrfclf: now it is the 
cuflom * of that country for all to have the 
idols they worfhip in their own houl’es, and to 
to carry them along with them when they go 
into a foreign land ; agreeably to which cuflom 
of theirs flic carried her idols with her. Now 
at firfl Ihe performed her worfhip to them pri¬ 
vately, hat when lhe was Income Anileus*! 
married wife, flic worfhipped them in her a.;* 
cuflomed manner, and with the lams appoint¬ 
ed ceremonies which lhe ufed in her former 
hufband’s days; upon which their moll es¬ 
teemed friends blamed him at l:r 11, that hedid 
noi a£l after the manner of the Hebrews, nor 
perform what was agreeable to their laws, in 
marrying a foreign wife, and one that tranf¬ 
greffed the accurate appointments of their fa- 
criiices and religious ceremonies : that he ought 
to conlider, left, by allowing hirnhlf in many 
pleafures of the body, he might lofi, his princi¬ 
pality, on account of the beauty of a wife, and 
that high authority, which, b) ( bid's Ueffing, 
he had arrived at. But when they prevailed 
not at all upon him, he flew one of them foi 
whom he had the greatefl refpe<fl, bco.utfe of 
the liberty lie took with him ; who, when he 
was dying, out of regard to the laws, impre¬ 
cated a punilhment upon his murderer. Anileus, 
and up6n Afincus alfo, and that all their com¬ 
panions might come to a like end from their 
enemies ; upon the two lirfl as the principal 
aftors of this wickednefs, and upon the ft is 
thofe that would not aflifl him when he holer¬ 
ed in the defence of their laws. Now dude 

latter 

unobfcivL'l, what great rmferies panic on theft jryve, b - 
cfttfe the/ fttffercd one: of their leader, to mam an iilcj- 
atrous wile, contrary to the law of Mofei. Of which 
rhdttcr fee the note on B. !X1X chap. v. { 3 . 
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latter were forely grieved, yet did they tolerate 
thefe doings, becaufe they remembered that 
they ,had arrived at their prefent happy ftate 
by no other means than their fortitude. . But 
when they alfo heard of the worlhip of thofe 
gods whom the Parthians adore, they thought 
the injury that Anileus offered to their laws 
was to be borne no longer ; and the greater 
number of them came to Afmeus, and loudly 
complained of Anileus, and told him, That “it 
had been well that he had of himfeif leen what 
was advantageous to them ; but that however 
ft was now high time to correct what had been 
■done amifs, before the crime that had been 
committed proved the ruin of himfeif, and of 
all the reft of them. They added, that the 
marriage of this woman was made without 
their content, and without a regard to their 
old laws ; and that the worlhip which this wo¬ 
man paid fto her gods] was a reproach to the 
God whom they worthipped.” Now Afmeus 
Was fenJiblc of his brother'’s offence, that it had 
been already the caufe of great mifehiefs, and 
would be fo for the time to come ; yet did he 
tolerate the fame, from the good-will he had to 
fo near a relation, and forgiving it to him, on 
account that his brother was quite overborne 
by his wicked inclinations. But as more and 
more flill came about him every day, and the 
clamours about it became greater, he at length 
fpake to Anileus about thefe clamours, reprov¬ 
ing him for his former actions, and deliring 
him for the future to leave them oft, and lend the 
woman bat k to tier relations. But nothing was 
gained by tiiefe reproofs; for as the woman 
perceived what a tumult was made among the 
people on her account, and was afraid for Am¬ 
icus, left he (houid come to any harm for his 
love to her, the infilled poifon into Afmeus’s 
food, and thereby took him off, and was now 
'fee urc of prevailing, when he: lover waste be 
judge of what ihould lie done about her. 

6. So Anileus took the government upon 
himfeif alone, and led his army aguinft the vil- 

* This cultom in Syria and Mesopotamia of fetting 
'fries upon an afs, by way oi dlfgmfce* is up at,! 

in Syria} when?, In order to fliew their defpitc 
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Iages of Mithridates ; who was a man of prin- 
cigal authority iri Parthia, and had married 
king Artabanus’s daughter; he alfo plundered 
them, and among that prey was found much 
money, and many Haves, as alfo a great num¬ 
ber of fheep, and many other things, w r hich, 
when gained, make mens condition happy. 
Now when Mithridates, who wa? there at this 
time, heard that his villages were taken, lie 
was very much difplcafed to find that Anileus 
had firlt begun to injure him, and to affront 
him in his prefent dignity, when he had 
not offered any injury to him before-hand ; 
and he got together the greateft body of horfe- 
men he was able, and thofe out of that, num¬ 
ber which were of an age fit for war, and came 
to light Anileus; and when he was arrived at 
a certain village of his own, lie lay flill there, 
as intending to light him on the day following, 
becaufe it was the fabbath, the day on which 
the jews reft. And when Anileus was inform¬ 
ed of this, by a Syrian ftranger of another vil¬ 
lage, who not only gave him an ex a cl account 
of other circumftances,but told himwhere Mith- 
ridates wmuld have a feaft, he took his fnpper 
at a proper time, and marched by night, with 
i an intent of falling upon the Parthians, while 
| they were unappriled of what they Ihould do ; 
fo he fell upon them about the fourth watch of 
the night, and fome of them he flew while they 
were afleep, and others he put to flight, and 
took Mithridates alive, and let him naked up¬ 
on an a Is,* which among the Parthians is el- 
teemed the greateft reproach poflible. And 
when he had brought him into a wood, with 
fuch a refolution, and his friends e’efired him to 
kill Mithridates, he foon told them his own mind 
to the contrary, and laid, That “ it was nftf 
right to kill a man who was of one of the 
principal families among the Parthians, and 
greatly honoured with matching into the royal 
family: that fo far as they had hitherto gone 
was tolerable; for although they had injured 

Mith- 

, 1 againft the Chritiians, the Turks will never fufier them to 
mrc horfes, but afles only, when they go abroad to fee 
the Country/Mauf»drfcil affurca as, page ia8. 
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Mithridates, yet if they preferved his life, this 
benefit would be remembered by him to the 
advantage of thofe that gave it him ; but that 
if he were <3nce put to death, the king would 
not be at reft, till he had made a great flaugh- 
'ter of the Jews that dwelt at Babylon ; to 
whole fafety we ought to have a regard, both j 
on account of our relation to them, and be- | 
caufe, if any misfortune befal us, wc have no 
other place to retire to, fince he hath gotten 
the flower of their youth under him. By this 
thought, and this fpecch of his made in coun¬ 
cil, lie perfuaded them to ad accordingly ; fo 
Mithridates was let go. But when he was gone 
away, his wife reproached him, that although 
lie was lon-in-law to the king, lie negleded to 
avenge himfelf on thofe that had injured him, 
while he took no care about it, but was con¬ 
tented to have been made a captive by the 
Jews, and to have efcaped them ; and fhe bid 
him, “ either to go back, like a man of cour¬ 
age, or elfe file 1 ware by the gods of their royal 
family, that ftie would certainly diifolve her 
marriage with him. Upon which, partly be- 
caufe he could not bear the dally trouble of her 
taunts, and partly becaufe he was afraid of her 
infolence, left fhe lhould in earneft diifolve their 
marriage, he unwillingly, and againft his in¬ 
clinations, got together again as large an army 
as he could, and marched along with them, as 
himfelf thinking it a thing not to be borne any 
longer, that he, a Parthian, fhould owe his pre- 
iervation to the Jews, when they had been too 
hard for him in the war. 

7. But as foon as Anileus underftood that 
Mithridates was marching with a great army 
.againft him, he thought it too ignominious a 
"frting to tarry about the lakes, and not to take 
ni«<firft opportunity of meeting his enemies, 
and he hoped to have the fame fuccefs, and to 
beat their enemies as they did before ; as alio 
he ventured boldly upon the like attempts. 
Accordingly he led out his army, and a great 
many more joined themfelves to that army, in 
order tq betake themfelves to plunder other 
people, and in order to tardy the enemy again 
Jjy their numbers. But when they had marched 


ninety furlongs, while the rend had been thro* 
dry [and fandv] places, and about the tnulft of 
the day, they were become vrvthirfty; and 
Mithridates appeared, and fell upon them, in 
they were in diftrds for w mi of water, on. 
which account, and on account of the time of 
the day, they were not able to h<-ir their wea¬ 
pons. So Anileus and Iris men were put to an 
ignominious rout, while men in defpair were 
to attack thofe that were freib, and in good 
plight ; fo a great 11a tighter was made, and 
many ton thoufaml men fell. Now Anileus, 
and all that Hood firm about him, ran a wav, 
as fall as they were able, into a wood, and af¬ 
forded Mithridates the pleafure of having gain¬ 
ed a great victory over them. But there now 
came in to Anileus a conflux of had men, who 
regarded their own lives very little, if they 
might but gain fome prefeut eafe, infomuch, 
that they, by thus coming to him, coiapen- 
fated the multitude of thofe that perifiled in tire 
fight. Yet were not thefe men like to thofe that 
fell, becaufe they w'erc rafh, and uncxcrciied 
in war; however, with thefe lie came upon 
the villages of the Babylonians, and a mightv 
devastation of all things was made there by the 
injuries that Anileus did them, bo the Baby¬ 
lonians, and thofe that had already been in the 
war, font to Neeida, to the [cws there, and de¬ 
manded Anileus. But although they did not 
agree to their demands (for ii they had been 
willing to deliver him up, it was not in their 
power fo to do) yet did they defire' to make 
peace with them. To which the other repli¬ 
ed, that they allo u wanted to fettle conditions 
of peace with them, and lent men, together 
with the Babylonians, who difeourfed with A- 
nileus about them. But the Babylonians, up¬ 
on taking a view of his fituation, and having 
learned where Anileus and his men lay, fell 
fecretly upon them as they were drunk, and 
fallen afleep, and flew all that they caught of 
them, without any fear, and killed Anilehs 
himfelf aifo. 

8. Tm; Babylonians were now freed from 
Aniletis’s heavy incurfions, which had been a 
SC great 
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great rcflraint to the effects of that hatred they 
bore to the Jews; for they were altnoft always 
at variance, by reafon of the contrariety of 
their laws; and which party foever grew boldeft 
before the other, they aflaulted the other: and 
at this time in particular it was, that, upon the 
ruin of Anilcus’s party, the Babylonians at¬ 
tacked the Jews, which made tliofe Jews fo 
vehemently to refent the injuries they received 
from the Babylonians, that being neither able 
to fight them, nor bearing to live with them, 
they went to Seleucia, the principal city of 
tliofe parts, which was built by Sdeucus Nica- 
tor. It was inhabited by many of the Mace¬ 
donians, but by more of the Grecians; not a 
few of the Syrians alfo dwelt there ; and thi¬ 
ther did the Jews fly, and lived there five years 
without any misfortunes. But on the fixth 
year a peftilence came upon thefc at Babylon, 
which occafioned new removals of mens habi¬ 
tations out of that city; and becaufe they came 
fo Seleucia* it happened that a Bill heavier ca¬ 
lamity came upon them on that account, which 
I am going to relate immediately. 

9. Now the way of living of the people of 
Seleucia, which were Greeks and Syrians, was 
commonly quarrelfome, and full of difeord, 
though the Greeks were too hard for the Syri¬ 
ans. When therefore the Jews were come thi¬ 
ther, and dwelt among them, there arofe a fe- 
dition, and the Syrians were too hard for the 
other, by the afliflanee of the Jews, who are 
men that* defpife dangers, and very ready to 
fight upon any ocoalion. Now when the 
Greeks had the world in th’s fedirion* and law 
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that they had but one way of recovering then 
former authority, and that was, ^f they could 
prevent the agreement between the Jews and 
the Syrians, they every one difeourfed with 
fuch of the Syrians as were formerly their ac¬ 
quaintance, and promifed ’they would be at 
peace and friendfliip with them. Accordingly 
they gladly agreed fo to do; and when this 
was done by the principal men of both nations, 
they foon agreed to a reconciliation, and when 
they were fo agreed, they both knew that the 
great fign of fuch their union would be their 
common hatred to the Jews. Accordingly thev 
fell upon them, and flew above fifty thoufand 
of them ; nay, the Jews were all deflroyed, ex¬ 
cepting a few who efcaped, either by the com¬ 
panion which their friends or neighbours af¬ 
forded them, in order to let them fly away, 
Thefe retired to Ctefiphon, a Grecian city, and 
fituated near to Seleucia, where the king [oi 
Parthia] lives in winter every year, and where 
the greateft part of his riches are repofited ; but 
the Jews bad here no certain fettlement thofe 
of Seleucia having little concern for the king’s 
honour. Now the whole nation of the Jews 
were in fear both of the Babylonians, and of 
the Seleucians, becaufe all'the Syrians that live 
in thofe places agreed with the Seleucians in 
in the war againft the Jews j fo they moft of 
them gathered themfelves together, and went 
to Neerda, and Nifibis, and 'obtained fecurity 
there by the ftrength of thofe cities; befides 
which, their inhabitants, who were a great 
many, were all warlike men. And this was 
the ftate of the Jews at this time in Babylonia* 
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Containing the Interval of Three Tears and an half 

[From the Departure of the Jews out of Babylon, to Fadus, the Roman 

Procurator.} 


CHAP. I. 

H'jW Caius * was Jlalti by Cherca. 

§ J-TV "TOW this Caiusdid not demonf- 
I trate his madncfs in offering in- 

Jl juries only to the Jews at Jerufa- 
iem, or to thofe that dwelt in the neighbour¬ 
hood, but luffered it to extend itfelf through all 
the earth and fea, lb far as was in lubjcdtion 
to the Romans, and filled it with ten thoufand 
mifchiefs; fo many indeed in number as no 
former hiftory relates*. But Rome itfelf felt the 
moll difmal effedfo of what he did, while he 
deemed that not to be any way more honour¬ 
able than the reft of the cities; but he pulled 
and hauled its other citizens, but efpecially the 
fenate, and particularly the nobility, and inch 
as had been dignified by illuftrious anceftors; 
he alfo bad ten thoufand devices againft Inch 
of the equeftrian order, as it was ftylcd, who 
were efteemed by the citizens equal in dignity 
and wealth with the fenators, becaufe out of 
them the fenators were themfelvcs chofen ; theft* 
.fle treated after an ignominious manner, and 
'Amoved them out of his way, while they were 
at once flam, and their wealth plundered; be¬ 
caufe he flew men generally in ord£r to fcize 

* In this and the three next chapters we have, I think, 
a larger and, more diltinft account of the (laughter of C.i- 
•itls, and the fticceffion <f Claudius, than v.t i a\_ of any 
ftich anqer.t faffs whatfoever elfewhere.. Spine of the u - 
cafions of which probably were, Jofephus’s l itter hatred 
againft tyranny, and the pleafure he tod. m giving the hif- 
H$ry of the daughter of iuch a barbarous tyrant as was this 


on their riches. He alfo afferted his own di¬ 
vinity, and inlifted on greater honours to be 
paid him by his fubjeds, than are due to man¬ 
kind. He alfo frequented that temple of Ju¬ 
piter which they ftyle the Capitol , which is with 
them the moll holy of all their temples, and 
had boldnefs enough to call himfelf the brother 
of Jupiter. And other pranks he did like a 
madman ; as when he laid a bridge from the 
city Dicearchia, which belongs to Campania, to 
Mifenum, another city upon the fea-fide, from 
one promontory to another, of the length of 
thirty furlongs, as tncafured over the fea. And 
this was done, becaufe he efteemed it to be a 
mod tedious tiling to row over it in a fmall 
jhip, and thought withal, that it became him 
to make that bridge, fince he was lord of the 
fea, and'might oblige it to give marks of obe¬ 
dience as well as the earth; fo lie ineloled the 
whole bay within bis bridge, and drove his 
chariot over it j and thought that, as he was a 
god, it wa.s fit for him to travel over fuch roads 
as this was. Nor did he abliain from the plun¬ 
der of any of the Grecian temples, and gave 
order, that all the engravings, and fculpturcs, 
and the reft of the ornaments of the ftatucs 

and 

Caius Caligula, as alfo the deliverance his own nation had 
by that (laughter, .of which he (peaks, § 2. togc titer with 
the great intimacy lie had with Agrippa junitu, whole fa¬ 
ther was deeply concerned in the aiham.oment of Cl.iutU- 
U 8 f upon the death of Caius ; from which Aguppa junior 
Jofcphus might be fully informed of this hillory,. 
f Called Caligula by the Romans. 
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and donations, therein dedicated, fhould be I 
'bfougbt to him, faying, That “ the bed things ] 
‘Ought to be fet no where but in the heft place, 
and that the city of Rome was that heft place/’ 
He aifo’adorned his own houfe and his gardens 
with the'curiofities brought from thofe temples, 
together with the houfes he lay at when he 
travelled all over Italy; whence he did not 
fcruple to give a command, that the ftatue of 
Jupiter Olympius, fo called, becaufe he was 
honoured at the Olympian games by the Greeks, 
which was the work of Phidias the Athenian, 
Ihould be brought to Rome. Yet did not he 
■compafs his end, becaufe the architects told 
aVIemmiys Regulus, who was commanded to 
remove that ftatue of Jupiter, that the werk- 
manlhip was fuch as would be fpoiled, and 
wmuld not bear the removal. It was alfo re¬ 
ported that Memmius, both on that account, 
and on account of feme fuch mighty prodigies 
as are of an incredible nature, put off the ta¬ 
king it down, and wrote to Caius thole ac¬ 
counts, as his apology for not having done 
vlut his cpiftle required of him; and that 
when he was thence in danger of perifhing, he 
was faved by Cuius’s being dead himfclf, be¬ 
fore he had put him to death. 

2 . NAYjCaius’smadnefs cameto this height, 
that when be bail a daughter born, ha carried 
her into the Capitol, and put her upon the 
knees of the ftatue, and laid, that the child ! 
was common to him and to |upitcr, and deter- ! 
mined that ihe had two lathers, but which of 
iimfe father# Were the great eft, he left undeter¬ 
mined ; and yet mankind bore him in inch his 
] tanks. He alio gave leave to Haves to accufe 
their mailers of any crimes whatsoever they 
gieufed ; for all fuch accufations were terrible, 
becaufe they were in great part made to pleale 
him, and at his fuggellion, itifomuch, that Pol¬ 
lux, Claudius’s Have, had the boklnefs to lay 
an accufation againft Claudius himfeif, »nd Ca¬ 
ius was not aihamed to he prefent at his trial of 
life and death, to hew that trial of his own 
uncle, in hopes of .being able to take him off, 
although this did not lucceed to his mind. 
But trhen he had filled the whole habitable 
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world, which he governed, with falfe accufa¬ 
tions and miferies, and bad occafioned the 
greateft infult of Haves againft their mailers, 
who indeed in great meafure ruled them, there 
were many fecret plots now laid againft him ; 
fume in anger, and in order for men to re¬ 
venge themfclves, on account of the miferies 
they had already undergone from him ; and o- 
thers made attempts upon him, in order to 
take him oft’ before they fliould fall into fuel: 
great miferies, while his death came very for¬ 
tunately for the prefervation of the laws of all 
men, and had a great influence upon the pub¬ 
lic welfare ; and this happened moll happily 
for our nafton in particular, which had almoll 
utterly periihed if he had not been fuddenly 
flain. And I confefs I have a mind to give a 
full account of this matter, particularly becaufe 
it will afford great affurance of the power of 
God, and great comfort to thofe that are under 
afflictions, and wife caution to thofe who thkik 
their happinefs will never end, nor bring them 
at length to the moll lulling miferies, if they 
do not conduct their lives by the principles of 
virtue. 

3. Now there were three fetieral confpiracies 
made in order to take off Caius, and each of 
thefe three were conducted by excellent per- 
fons. Emilius Regulus, born at Corduba in 
Spain, got fome men together, and was defir- 
ous to take Caius off, either by them, or by 
himfeif. Another confpiracy there was laid 
by them under the conduct of Cherea Cafflus, 
the tribune [of the Pretorian band] ; Minucia- 
nus Annins was alfo one of great confequence 
among thofe that were prepared to oppofe his 
tyranny. Now the feveral occafions of thefe 
mens feveral hatred and confpiracy againft Ca-r« 
ius were thefe : Regulus had indignation ahvk 
hatred againft all injuftice; for he had a mind 
naturally angry, and bold, and free, which 
made him not conceal his counfels ; fo he com¬ 
municated them to many of his friends, and to 
others, who feemed to him perfons of activity , 
and vigour : Minucianus entered into con¬ 
fpiracy, becaufe of the injuftice done to Lepi- 

*dus, . 
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# das, his particular friend, and one of the heft! 
character of all the citizens, whom Cains had | 
Haiti, as alio becaufe he was afraid of himfelf, j 
lin.ee Caius's wrath tended to the (laughter of ! 
all alike : and for Cherea, he came in becaufe | 
bethought it a dedd worthy of a free ingenuous j 
man to kill Caius, and was afhamed of the re- , 
proaches he lay under from Cains as though lie 
were a coward ; as alfo becaufe he was himfelf, 
in danger every day from his friendihip with 
him, and the obfcrvance he paid him. Thefe | 
men propofeJ this attempt to all the refl that 
were concerned, who law the injuries that 
were offered them, and were desirous that Ca¬ 
ms’s daughter might iucceed by their mutual 
abidance of one another, and they might them- 
felves efcape being killed by the taking off Ca¬ 
ius ; that perhaps they fhouid gain their point, 
and that it would be an happy thing if they 
fhouid gain it, to approve themfelves to fo ma¬ 
ny excellent perfons as earndflly vvilhed to he 
partakers with them in their defign, for the de¬ 
livery of the city, and of the government, even 
at the hazard of their own lives. But Hill 
Cherea was the moll zealous of them all, both 
out of a delire of getting himfelf the greateft 
name, and alfo by reafon of his acc&'s to Caius’s 
prefence, with lefs danger, becaufe he was tri¬ 
bune, and could therefore the more eafily kill 
him. 

4. Now at this time came on the horfe- 
races [Circenfiatl games]; the view of which 
games was eagerly deiired by the people of 
Rome ; for they come with great alacrity into 
the hippodrome [Circus] at fueft times, and 
petition their emperors, in great multitudes, 
■vfor what they Hand in need of; who ulually 
jxM.not think fit to deny them their requdls, 
ljut readily and gratefully granted them. Ac¬ 
cordingly they mod importunately defired, that 
Caius would now eaie them in their tributes, 
and abate fotnewhat of the rigor of the taxes im- 
pofed upon them : but he would not hear theii 
petition ; and, when their clam on 1 s incieafed, 
he fenf foldiers, feme one veay, and fome 
another, and gave order that they fhouid lay 
hold on thofe that made the clamours, and. 


without any more a-do, bring them out, and 
put them to death. Tilde were Cairn's com¬ 
mand,;, and thole who were cpuumynk'd exe¬ 
cuted the lame; and the number of thole who 
were Haiti on this occalioti was wry great. 
Now the people law this, and bore it fo Hr, 
that they left olf clamouring, becaufe they favv 
with their own eyes, that this petition to he 
relieved, as to the payment of their monev, 
brought immediate death upon them. Thefe 
things made Cherea more refolute to go cm 
with his plot, in order to put an end to this 
barbarity of Caius againft men. He then, at 
j| fevcral times, thought to fall upon Caius even 
j; as he was fealling; yet did he rdlraiu himfelf 
i by fome coniklcrations; not that he had any 
doubt on him about killing him, but as watch- 
! ing for a proper feafon, that the attempt might. 

! not be fruflratcd, but that he might give the 
j blow' fo as might certainly gain his purpo/e. 
j 5. Cherea had been in the army a long 
1 time, yet was lie not pleafed with conveding 
fo much with Caius. But Caius had let him 
. to require the tributes, and other chief, which, 
when not paid in due time, were forfeited to 
Cirfar’s treafury ; and he had made fome de¬ 
lays in requiring them, becaufe thole burdens 
had been doubled, and had rather indulged hi* 
own mild dilpofition, than performed Caais’s 
command : nay, indeed, lie provoked Caius to 
anger by his fparing men, and pitying the hard 
fortunes of thole from whom he demanded the 
; taxes, and Caius upbraided him with his doth 
| and effeminacy in*heing fo long about collecting 
j the taxes. And indeed he did not only affront 
j him in other refpeds, but when he gave him 
j the watch-word of the day, to whom it was to 
: be given by his place, he gave him feminine 
words, and thofe of a nature very reproachful; 
and thefe watch-words he gave out, as having 
been initiated in the fecrets of certain myfterics, 
which he had been himfelf the author of. 
Now, although he had fometime? put on wo¬ 
mens clothes, and had been wrapt in fome cm- 
I. broidered garments to them belonging, and 
1 done a great many other things, in order to„, 
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nuke the company miftake him for a woman ; 
vet did he, by way of reproach, objedt the 
like Womanilb behaviour to Cherea. But, 
when Cherea received the watch-word from 
him, he had indignation at it, but had greater 1 
indignation at the delivery of it to oilier,s, as 
being laughed at by thofe that received it; in- 
fomuch, that his fellow-tribunes made him the 
fubjcdl of their drollery ; for they would fore- ; 
tel tliat lie would bring them lb me of his ufual 
watch-words, when he was about to take.the i 
watch-word from Ctefar, and would thereby j 
make him ridiculous ; on which accounts he 
took the courage of alfurning certain partners 
to him, as having juft reafons for his indigna¬ 
tion againft Caius. Now there was one Pom- 
pedius a fenator, and one who had gone through 
almoft all ports in the government, but otherwife 
an Epicurean, and for that reafon loved to lead 
an upa<ftive life. Now Timidius, an enemy 
of his, had informed Caius, that he had ufed 
indecent reproaches againft him, and had made 
ufe of Quintilia for a witnefs to them : a wo¬ 
man, fhe .was, much beloved by many that fre¬ 
quented the theatre, and particularly by Pompe* 
dius, on account of her great beauty. Now 
this woman thought it an horrible thing to at- 
teft to an accufadon that touched the life of her 
lover, which was alfo a lie. Timidius, how¬ 
ever, wanted, to have her hi ought to the torture, 
hums was irritated at this leproach upon him, 
and commanded Cherea, without any delay, 
to torture Quintilia, as he ufed to employ Cho¬ 
rea in f ch bloody matters, and thole that re¬ 
quired the torture, becaule he thought he would 
do it the more barbaroully, in order to avoid 
that imputation of effeminacy which he had 
laid upon him. But Quintilia, when flie was 
brought to the rack, trod upon the foot of one 
of her nffociates, and let Inin know, that he 
might be of good courage, and not be afraid qf 
the confequcnce of her tortures ; for t ha-tv fhe 
t would bear them with magnanimity, Cherea 
tot toyed tbs woman after a cruel manner; un¬ 
willingly indeed, but bccaufehe could not help 
,i it. He then brought her, without being in. 
tie lead moved at what flae had fuffered, into, 


the prefence of Caius, and that iti fuch a ftate as . 
was fad to behold; and Cains, beingfomewhat 
affected with the fight of Quintilia, who had 
her body miferably difordered by the pains fhe 
had undergone, freed both her and Pompedius 
of the crime laid to their charge. He allb 
gave her money to make her an honourable a- 
mends, and comfort her for that maiming of 
her body which fhe had fuffered, and for her 
glorious patience under luch unfufferable tor¬ 
ments. 

6. This matter l'orely grieved Cherea, as 
having been the caufc as far as he could, or 
the inftrument of thofe miferies to men, which 
feemed worthy of cont’olation to Caius himfelf; 
on which account, he faid to Clement, and to 
Papinius (of whom, Clement was general' of 
the army, and Papinius was a tribune) “ 'ho be 
lure, O Clement, we have no way failed in our 
guarding the emperor ; for, as to thofe that 
have made confpfractes againft his government, 
feme have been Uain by our care and pains, 
and, lbme have been by us tortured, and this 
to fuch a degree, that he hath himfelf pitied, 
them. How great then is our virtue in fub- 
mitting to condud his armies ?*' Clement-held 
1 his peace, but fhewed the lhame he was under 
| in obeying Cauis’s orders, both by his eyes 
1 and his blufhing countenance, while-he thought 
it by no means light to accufc the emperor in, 
exprefs words, left their own fafety fhould be 
endangered thereby. Upon which Cherea took 
| courage, and fpake to him without fear of the 
'• dangers, that were before him, and dilbourled 
largely ofth^forc calamities under which the ci¬ 
ty and the government then laboured, and laid, 

“ We may indeed pretend in words, that Cai-/ 
us is the perfon unto whom the caufe of fuQv , 
miferies ought to be imputed; but, in the o- 
pinion of fuch as are able to judge uprightly, it 
is I, O Clement, and this Papinius, and before 
us, thouthyfelf, who bring thefe tortures upon 
the Romans, and upon all mankind. It is not 
-done by our being fubfervient to the.commands 
of Caius, but it is done by our own.coftfent; 
fpr whereas ft is in otlr power to put an end 
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to the life of this man, who hath, fo terribly 
injured the citizens and his fubjedts, we arc his 
guard in mifchief, and his executioners, inftead 
of his foldiers, and are the inflruments of his 
cruelty. We bear thcfe weapons not for our 
liberty, not for the Roman government* but 
only for his prei'ervation, who hath enflaved 
both their bodies and their minds ; and we are 
every day polluted with the blood that we fhed, 
and the torments we iaflidt upon others; and 
tliis we do, till fomebody becomes Caius’s in- 
flrument in bringing the like miferies upon 
ourfelves. Nor docs he thus employ us, be- 
' caufe he hath a kindnefs for us, hut rather 
becaufe he hath a l'ul'picion of us, as aH'o be¬ 
cause, when abundance more have been killed 
(for Caius will lot no bounds to his wrath, 
fince he aims to do all, not out of regard to 
juftice, hut to his own pleafure) we fliall alfo 
ourlelves be expofed to his cruelty whereas 
we ought to be the means of confirming the fe- 
curity and liberty of all, and at the fame time 
to rcfolve to free ourfelves from dangers.” 

7. Hereupon Clement openly commend¬ 
ed Cherea’s intentions; but hid him.“ hold his 
tongue >, for that, in cafe his words fhould. get 
out among many, and fuch things fhould he 
fpread abroad as were fit to be concealed, the 
plot would'come'to he difeovered before it was 
executed, and they fhould be brought to pun- 
ifhment; but that they fhould leave all to futu¬ 
rity, and the hope which. thence arofe, that 
feme fortunate event would come to their af- 
hfiance: that as for bimftlf, his age would not 
permit him to make any attempt in that cafe. 

How^ver^. although perhaps 1 could fuggefl: 

^ what may be fafer than what, thou, Cherea, 
contrived, and laid, yet how is it pofiible 
for any ppe.to fuggefl what is more for.thy re¬ 
putation?” ' So Clement went his way heme, 
with deep reflections on what. he had beard, 
and what he had himfelf faid. Cherea alfo was 
under a concern, and went quickly to Cornel i- 
' us Sabfnus, who was - himfelf one of the tri¬ 
bunes, 0 and .whom he. otherwife knew to be a 
worthy map, and a loyer of liberty, and on. 
that account very uneafy at the prefent man-. 
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agement of public affairs ; he being delirOus to 
come immediately to the execution of what had 
been determined, and thinking it right for him 
to propofe it to the other, and afraid left Cle¬ 
ment fhould difeover them, and bdides’looking, 
upon delays and puttings oft'to be next to dc- 
lifting from the enterprize. 

8. But as all was agreeable to Sabinus, wlr>- 
had himfelf, equally with Cherea, the fame dc- 
iign, but had been filent for want of a perfon 
to whom he could fafely communicate that de- 
lign ; fo having now met with one, who not 
only promifed to conceal what he heard, but 
who had already opened his mind to him, he 
was much more encouraged, and defired of. 
Cheiea,»that no delay might be made therein. 
Accordingly they went to Minucianus, who , 
was as virtuous a man, and as zealous to do 
glorious actions as themlelves, and fufpixied by • 
Caius on occafion of the flaughter of Lepklus f 
for Minucianus and Lcpidus were intimate 
friends, and both in fear of the dangers that 
they were under ; for Caius was terrible to all 
the great men, as appearing ready to a£t a mad 
part towards each of them in particular, and to¬ 
wards all of them in general; ancLthefe men 
were afraid, of one another, while they were, 
yet uncafy at the poll lire of affairs, but avoided 
to declare their mind and their hatred againft 
Caius to one another, out of fear of the dangers 
they might be in thereby, although they per¬ 
ceived by other means their mutual hatred 
againft Caius, and on that account were not 
averfe to a mutual kindnefs one towards' an-. 
other.- 

9. When Minucianus and Cherea had met 
together, and faluted one another (as thev had 
been ufed, in former converfations, to give the 
upperhand to Minucianus, both on account of 
his eminent dignity, for he was the nobleft of 
all the, citizens, and highly commended hip all 
men, efpecially when fie made fprcchcs to 

j*them) Minucianus began firft, and afked Che¬ 
rea, What Was the watch-word he.had received , 
that day from Cains ? for the affront, which -. 

was offered Cherea in giving the watch-words, T 

1 ’ 1 
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was famous over the city. But Cherca made j courage Mm, which »bid him finifli what he 
no delay, io long as to reply to that queltion, i' was about, and take the opportunity that Pro- 
out oi the joy he had that Minucianus would . \ hknee afforded ; and that Cherca at full iui- 
iiave inch confidence in him as to dilootuTe : pcfu d t! I tome one of the cotdpirators had 
with him. “ But do thou,” laid lie, “give' if. trayesf.l.im, and he was caught, hut at length 
me tile watch-word of liberty; and l return ; 'perceived that it was by way of exhortation, 
thee my thanks, that thou hall lo greatly en- j Whether iome body, * that was. conieious cl 
ieouragetl me to exeit my felt after an extraordi* what he was about, gave a lignal lor his cu¬ 
rt ay manner ; nor do I Hand in need of manv eomvgenient, or whether it were Cod himielf, 
v crtlr. to entourage me, fmee both thou and ! who 1< oks upon the bilions of men, that en¬ 
ure ot the lame mind, ami partakers of the fame etui raged him to go on boldly in his ddigit, i> 
ret'ol ut ions, and this h el ore we have conferred ; uncertaiii. The plot was now comm imitated 
together. 1 have indeed but one fvvord girt on, j to a great manv, and they were all in theirar- 
but this one will ierve us both. Come on, mrmr; Home of the conipirators being ienaters, 
therefore; let us let about the work. l)o thou ; and iome of the equeitrian Older, and as many 
go 4'irlt, if thou hall a mind, and bid. me lol- | oi the iokiiery as were made acquainted wit!, 
low thee ; or die I will go ftril, and thou limit || it ; for there was not one of them who would 
afhll me, and we will allilt one another, and • not reckon it a part of his happinefs to kilt 
trull one another. Nor is there a neceUity lot | Cains, and on that account they were ali vet v 
even one hvord to inch as have a mind dif-i zealous in the affair, by what means ibever ait v 


poied to fueh works, by which mind the iword | 
tiles to be iuceeislitl, I am zealous about this ; 
adlion, nor am 1 folieirous what 1 may myfeif 
undergo ; for i am not at lviiurc to confider the 
dangers that nitty come upon tnyielf; io deeply 
am L troubled at the ilavcry our once free 
country is now under, and at the contempt rati 
ups'ii our cm. llcnt laws, and at the deilruclion 
which bate;; over all men bv the means of Ca¬ 
nts. I with that 1 m. tv be judged by thee, j 
ami th;.l thou miyll deem me wot thy of ere- i 
iti: in time matters, being we are both of the j 
i.itne ot'init n, and there is herein no difference 

i • 

2 . 1 ♦ 

between u-. 

to. \Yi; r .n tVlinur'anu*! iaw the vehemcncy 
with which Ctierca delivered himielf, he gh.d- 
iy embraced him, and encouraged him in his 
bold attempt, commending him, and embracing 
him ; fo lie let him go with his good withe;; ; 
and Mine affirm, that be thereby confirmed 
Minuciamts in the proiecuiion ot what had 


one could come at it, that he might not be he- 
hind-hand in thebe virtuous dciigns, hut might 
be ready with all his alacrity or power, both 
by words and addon?, to complete this daugh¬ 
ter of a tyrant. And betides thefe, Callillus 
alio, vvh.o was a freed-man of Cains, and was 
the only man that had arrived at the grcatcil 
degree of power under him ; fueh a power, in¬ 
deed, as was in a manner equal to the power 
of (lie tyrant himielf, by the dread that all men 
had of him, and by the great riches he had ac¬ 
quired; for he took bribes mofi^ plenteoullv, 
and committed injuries without bounds, and 
j was more extravagant in the life of his power 
! in unjuli proceedings than any other. lie alfo 
1 knew the difpolition of Cains to be implacable, 

I and never to be turned from what lie had re¬ 
lieved on. He had withal many other reafeyps 
| why he thought himielf in danger, and the" 
; vaflttcls of itis wealth was not one of the leafl 
; of them : on which account he privately in- 


..ecu agreed among; them ; lor, as Chorea cn- 


gratiated himfdf with Claudius, and transferred 


feral into the court, the report runs, that al his courlfhip to him, out of this hope, that in 
voice came front among the multitude to en- • ' , cafe 


* bill Inca a voice ns this is related to be, came, and ! the mm;” as the church of Smyrna allures its in tjicir 
•!> -t Irons an unknown original alfo, to the famous Poly- i account cf that his nnrtydotn, $ y. 
i atg, as h ; v, a 4 gonyg to ftjaTtjrrdom, bidding him play i 
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cafe, upon the removal of Caius, the govern¬ 
ment fhould come to him, his infereft in fuch 
changes fhould lay a foundation for his prefer¬ 
ring his dignity under him, face he laid in 
before-hand a flock of merit, and did Claudius 
good offices in his promotion. He had alfo the 
boldnefsto pretend, that he had been perfuaded 
to make away Claudius by poifoning him, hut 
had ftill invented ten thoufand excuies for de¬ 
laying to do it. But it teems probable to me, 
that CalliRus only counterfeited this, in order 
to ingratiate himfelf with Claudius ; for, if 
Cains had been in earned refolved to take off 
Claudius, he would not have admitted of Cal- 
lidus’s cxcufes,' iter would Callidus, if he had 
been injoined to do fuch an act as was delircd 
by Caius, have put it off, nor, if he had dif- 
oheyed thole injunctions of his mailer, had he 
clcaped immediate punifliment; while Claudi¬ 
us was prelerved from the madnefs of Caius by 
a certain Divine Providence, and Callidus pre¬ 
tended to fuch a piece of merit as he no way 
delerved. 

ii. However, the execution of Chorea’s 
deiigns was put ofT from day to day by the 
doth of many therein concerned ; for as to Che- 
rea himfelf, he would not willingly make any 
delay in that execution, thinking every time a 
fit time for it; for fresuent opportunities offer¬ 
ed themfelves ; as when Caius went up to the 
Capitol to lacriiice for his daughter ; or when 
he dood upon his royal palace, and threw gold 
and filver pieces of money among the people, 
he might be -puflied down headlong, bccaufe 
the top of the palace, that looks toward the 
market-place, was very high; and alfo when 
he celebrated the myfteries, which he had ap- 
;pointed at that time ; for he was then no way 
feci tided from the people, hut lolicitous to do 
every thing carefully and decently, and was free 
from all fufpicion, that he fhould be then af- 
faultcd by any body; and although the gods 
fhould afford him no divine abidance to enable 
him to take away his life, yet hid he drength 

* Here jofephus fuppofes, that it was Auyuftus, and 
not Julius Cxfar, who firlt changed the Roman common- 
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himfelf diffident to difpatch Cains, even wit! - 
out a lword. Thus w;is Chcroa angry at his 
fdlow-confpirators, for fear they fJiould differ 
a proper opportunity to pais hv ; and they were 
j themldves ieniihle, that he had iull caufe to hr 
angry at them, and that his cigtinoC was lot 
their advantage : vet did they deiiie he woo'd 
have a little longer patience, lcfl, upon any 
difappointment they might meet with, they 
fhould put the city into diiorder, and an impti- 
iition fhould he made after the confj)i:nry, and 
I fhould render the courage of thole, that were 
| to attack Caius, without fuccefs, while he would 
then fecure himfelf more c irefully than ever 
1 againd them ; that it would therefore be the 
: bed to fet about the work when the thews were 
1 exhibited in the palace. Thefe fhews were 
j acted in honour of that Csefar, * who fird of 
1 all changed the popular government, audtrana-- 
ferred it to himfelf: galleries being fixed b#bre 
the palace, where the Romans that were pa¬ 
tricians became fpedators, together with their 
children, and their wives, and CaTar himfelf 
j was to he alfo a fpeclator ; and they reckoned 
! among thofc many ten thoufands, who would 
there be crowded into a narrow cornpafs, thev 
fhould have a favourable opportunity to make 
their attempt upon him as he came in ; bccaulc 
Ids guards that fhould protect him, if any of 
them fhould have a mind to do it, would not 
here be able to give him any abidance. 

12. CherF.a confented to this delay ; and, 
when the fhews were exhibited, it was refoi- 
ved to do the woik the iird day. But fortune, 
which allowed a farther delay to his daughter, 
was too hard for their foregoing reiolution; and, 
as three days of the regular time for thefe fhews 
were now over, they had much-a-do to get the 
bulinefs done on the lad day. Then Chert a 
called the confpirators together, and fpake thus 
to them : “ So much time paffed away without 
effcbl is a reproach to us, as delaying to go 
through fuch a virtuous deiign as we are en¬ 
gaged 

wealth into a monarchy ■, for thefe fhews were iri honour 
of Auguftus, as we fhall learn in the next feet ton but one. 
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gaged ia; hut more fatal will this delay prove, 
if we be difeovered, and the defign be frnitra¬ 
ted ; for Ciius will then become more cruel in 
his unjuft proceedings. Do not we fee how 
long wc deprive all our friends of their liberty, 
And give Cains leave bill to tyrannize over 
them ? while we ought to procure them fecu- 
fity for the future, and, by laying a foundation 
for the happinch; of others, gain to ourlclves 
great admiration and honour for all time to 
come.” Now, while the confpiratois had no¬ 
thing tolerable to lav by way of contradiction, 
and vet did not quite reiifh what they ■were 
doing, but Hood blent and ailonilhed, he laid 
farther, “ () my brave comrades, why do we 
make fuch delays ? Do not you lee that this is 
the lad day of thole ihews, and that Cains is 
about to go to lea ? for he is preparing to fail to 
Alexandria, in order to lee Egypt. Is it there¬ 
fore for your honour to let a man go out of 
vour hands, who is a reproach to mankind, and 1 
to permit him to go alter a pompons manner, 
triumphing both at land and fear Shall not we 
be jullly rdhamed of ourl’clves, if we give leave 
to fume Egyptian or other, who drill think his 
injuries unl’uflcrable to free men, to kill him ? As 
ior mvfelf, 1 will no longer bear your flow pro¬ 
ceedings, but will expoie mylclf to the dangers ■ 
of the enterprizc this very day, and bear cheer¬ 
fully whatsoever dull he the eonlcquence cf 
the attempt ; nor, let them be ever fo great, 
will 1 .put them off any longer ; for, to a 
wife and courageous man, what can be more 
miferable than that, while 1 am alive, any ! 
one elfe flrould kill Ciius, and deprive me of 
the honour oi lo virtuous an action. j 

j p,. Whi.n Cherea liad l'poken thus, he zea- I 
iouily let about the work, and infpired courage I 
into the red to go on with it; and they were all 
eager to fall to it without farther delay. So he i. 
was at the palace in the morning, with his e- 
quellr’-m {’word girt on him ; for it was the cul- 
tom that the tribunes lliould afk ior the watch¬ 
word with their {’words on; and this was the 
day on which Chorea was, by eultom, to re¬ 
ceive the watch-word ; and the multitude were 
already come to the palace, to be fouu enough 


for feeing the fliews, and that in great crowds, 
and one tumultuoufly crulhing another, while 
Cains was delighted with this eagernels of the 
multitude ; for which realon there was no or¬ 
der oblerved in the fealing men, nor was any 
peculiar place appointed for the fenators, or lor 
the equcllrian order ; but they fat at random, 
men and women together, and the free men 
were mixed with the Haves. So Cains came 
' out in a iolemn manner, and offered facribee 
i to Anguflus C;cfar, in whole honour indeed 
thefe ihews were celebrated. Now it happen¬ 
ed, upon the fall of a certain pried, that the 
garment of Alprenas, a lenator, was filled 
with blood, which made -CAus laugh, al¬ 
though this was an evident omen to Afpicjas : 
for lie was (lain at the lame time with Cains. 
It is alio related, that Gaius was that day, cou- 
: trary to his uiual eudom, fo very alfable and 
good-natured in his convcrfation, that every 
one of thole that were prcl’ent were ailonilhed. 
at it. Alter the iacrilice was over, Cuius be¬ 
took himlelf to lee the Ihews, and fat down for 
that purpofe, as did alfo the principal of las 
friends lit near him. Now the parts of the 
theatre were fo fadened together, as it tiled to 
be every year, in the manner following : It had 
two doors, the one door led to the open air, the 
other was for going into, or going out of the 
eloiders, that thole within the theatre might 
not he thereby didurbed ; but out of one gal¬ 
lery there went an inward paflage, parted into 
partitions alfo,.which led into another gallery,, 
to give room to the combatants, and to the 
mulicians to go out as occaflon ferved. When 
the multitude were fet down, and Cherea, with 
the other tribunes alfo, were fet down alfo, and 
the right corner of the theatre was allotted to 
Cadar, one Vatinius, a lenator, commander of- 
the pretorian band, a Iked of (Jiuvius, one that, 
fat by him, and wa-s of confular dignity alfo, 
11 Whether he had heard any thing of news or 
notbut took care that nobody ihould hear 
what he laid f and when Cluvius replied, That 
j “ he had heard no news.” “ Know, then,” 

| laid. Vatinius, “ That tlic game of the daughter 
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of tyrants is to be played this clay.” But Clu- 
vius replied, “ O brave comrade, hold thy 
peace, left i'ome other of the Aclniatis heal¬ 
thy tale.” And as there was abundance of 
autumnal fruit thrown among the ipeclators, 
and a great number of birds, that were of great 
valye to fuch as polll'lled them, on account of 
their rarenefs, Cains was pleated with the birds 
lighting ftV the fruits, and with the violence 
wherewith the Ipeclators fei/.cd upon them : and 
here he peredved two prodigies that happened 
there ; for an actor was introduced, by whom 
a leader of robbers was crucihed, and the pan¬ 
tomime brought in a play called Cinyr.ts, where¬ 
in he hirnfelf ws to be (lain, as well as his 
daughter Myrrha, and wherein a great deal oi 
ihlitious blood was ihed, both about him that 
was crucihed, and alio about (i'mvras. !t is 
alio confeiled, that this was the fame day where¬ 
in raufanias, a friend oi Philip, the ion ol A- 
mvntas, who was king oi Macedonia, flew him, 
as he was entering into the theatre. And now 
(him was in doubt whether he iliould tarry to 
the end of the (hews, bccaule it was the Lift day, 
or whether he ihould not go fir ft to the bath, and 
to dinner, and thenreturn and fit down as before. 
Hereupon Minucianus, who iaf over Cains, 
and was afraid that the opportunity ihou’u! fail 
them, got up, beeaufe he law Cherea was al¬ 
ready gone out, and made hade out, to con¬ 
firm him in his refolution ; but Cairns took hold 
of his garment, in an obliging way, and laid to 
him, “ O brave man, whither art thou going r” 
Whereupon, out ol reverence to Cadar, as it 
ieerned, he fat down again ; but his fear pre¬ 
vailed over him, and in a little time he got up 
again, and then Cuius did no way oppole bis 
'.going out, as thinking that lie went out to per- j 
form i'ome necellities of nature. And Alpre- j 
rins, who was one of the confederates, perfuad- j 
cd Cains to go out to the bath, and to dinner, j 
and then to come in again, asdehrousthat what j 
had been refwlvcd ou might be brought to a con- j 
wjulion immediately. ’ i 

14 *.So Chorea’s allbciatcs placed themfelvcs i 

* Suetonius f.co, Cairn was flair, about the fevemh i 
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in order, as the time would permit them,, and 
they were obliged to labour hard, that the place- 
which was appointed them fhouid not he left 
by them ; but they had an indignation at the 
tedioufnefs of the delays, and that what they 
were about ihould be put off any longer, for it 
was already about the ninth VT hour of the day; 
and Cherea, upon Caius’s tarrying fo long, had 
! a great mind to go. in, and fall upon him in his 
. leaf, although lie forelaw that this could not 
: he done without much bloodihcd, both of the 
fenators, and of thole of the cijueftrian order 
that were prefent ; and although he knew this 
mult happen, yet had hp a great mind to do 
lo, as thinking it a right thing to procure feeu- 
; rity and ireedom to all, at the expence oi’ inch 
as might porifh at the lame time. And'as tlr y 
were jull going buck into the entrance, to the 
theatre, word was brought them that Cains 
was arilen, wherebv a tumult was made ; here¬ 
upon the confpirators 'hruil away the crowd, 
under pretence as if C.ihn. was angrv at them, 
but in reality as (lef nuts to have a <|iiict place, 
that ihould base none in it to deloml him, 
while they fet about Cains'' Jiauglitcr. Now 
Claudius his uncle was - .me out before, and 
j M arcus Vinieius, his Idler's hulhaml, an allu 
Valerius of Aha; whom though llicv had had 
Inch a mind to put out ol their places, the re¬ 
verence to their dignity hindered them lb to 
I do: then billowed Caius, with I’aulus Arrun- 
j tins; and bccaule Cuius was now gotten w 3 th- 
j in the palace, lie lift the direct road, along 
which thole ids Servants flood that were in 
waiting, and. bv which road Claudius had gone 
out before, Cains turned slide into a private 
narrow pailagc, in order to go to the place h r 
bathing, as alfo in order to take a view of the 
boys that came out oi Ail t, who were lent 
thence, partly to bug hymns in theie myUeiics, 
which were now t eh mated, am! partly to dunce 
in the pyrrie way of dancing upon the thcaues. 
So Chorea met him, and allied for tin watch¬ 
word ; upon (biu ’s giving him one of his ii~ 

t * { 

hour of the day, Jufrpbus about the aiuth, ’ll.r fobs; 

I of tire tui ration fa v cm to Jofi-jd.us. 
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diculous words, he immediately reproached 
him, and drew his fword, and gave him a ter¬ 
rible ftrokc with it, vet was not this droke 
mortal. And although there be thofe that fay, 
it was fo contrived on purpofe by Chorea, that 
Gains fhould not be killed at one blow, but 
fhoukl be punifhed more fevercly by a multi- 
'tude of wounds, yet docs this llory appear to 
me incredible ; beeatife the fear men are under 
in fuch addons docs not allow them to ufc their 
reafon. And if Cherea was of that mind, 1 
efteem him the greated of all fools, in pkafing 
■himfelf witli his fpite again!! Caius, rather than 
immediately procuring lafety to himfelf, and 
to his confederates from the dangers they were 
in ; becaufe there might many things Hill hap¬ 
pen for helping Caius’s elcape, if he had not 
already given up the ghoil; for certainly Che- 
rca would have regard, not fo much to the 
punifliment of Caius, as to the affliction him¬ 
felf and his friends were in, while it was in his 
power, after fuch fuccefs, to keep filent, and 
to cfeape the wrath of Caius’s defenders, and 
not leave it in uncertainty whether he fliould 
gain the end he aimed at or not, after an un- 
reafonahle manner to ad as if he had a mind 
to ruin himfelf, and lofe the opportunity that 
lay before him ; but every body may guefs as 
he pleafes about this matter. However, Caius 
was daggered with the pain that blow gave 
him ; for the flroke of the fword falling in the 
middle between the fhoulder and the neck, was 
hindered bv t'he firft bone of the bread from 
proceeding any farther. Nor did lie either 
dv out, in inch ailonilhrncnt was he, nor 
did he call out for any of his friends ; whetlier 
it uerc that ho had no confidence in them, or 
that his mind was otherwife difordcrcd ; hut he 
groaned under the pain he endured, and pre- 
dnitlv went forward, and lied ; when Cornelias 
..Chinas, who was already prepared in' mind 
f i to do, thrud him down upon hisiniee, where 
manv of them dood rouiul about him, and i 
■flruek him with their 
(ait, and es 
to drike him again 
it ;w 
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killed him. But one may judly aferibe this 
add to Cherea; for although many concurred 
in the add itfclf, yet was he the fird contriver 
of it, and began long before all the red to pre¬ 
pare for it, and was the lird man that boldly 
l pakc of it to the red ; and-upon their admil- 
hon of what he laid about it, he got the dif- 
perfed confpirators together ; he prepared every 
thing after a prudent manner, and, by fugged- 
ing good advice, lhewed himfelf far fuperior 
j to the red ; and made obliging fpeechcs to them, 

! infomuch, that he even compelled them all to 
i goon, who otherwife had not courage enough 
j for that purpole ; and when opportunity fer- 
ved to life his fword in hand*- he-.npoeared fird 
of all ready fo to do, and gave the lird bie\v .in 
this virtuous daughter ; he alfo brought Caius 
ealily into the power of the red, and alinolt 
killed him himfelf, infomuch, that it is but jud 
to aferibe all that the red did to the advice, 
and bravery, and labours of the hands of Che¬ 
rea. 

15. Thus did Caius come to his end, and 
lay dead by the many wounds which had been 
given him. Now Cherea and his aflbeiates, up¬ 
on Caius’s daughter, faw that it was impolfible 
for them to fave themfelves if they fhould alt 
go the fame way, partly on account of the af- 
toniflunent they were under ; for it was no 
dual] danger they had incurred by killing an 
emperor, who was honoured and loved by the 
madnefs of the people, efpecially when the fol- 
diers were likely to make a bloody enquiry af¬ 
ter his murderers. The padages alfo were nar- 
I row wherein the work was done, which were 
| alfo,crowded with a great multitude of Caius’s 
j attendants, and of fuch of the foldiers as were 
; of the emperor’s guard that day; whence it 
'{’was that they went by other ways, and came 
; to the houfe of Germanicus* the father of Ca- 
, ius, whom they had now killed (which houfe 
! adjoined to the palace; for while the edifice 


was one, it was built in its feveral parts by 
iwords ; and they cried j thole particular perlbns who had been ernper- 
ie.onr.urtd one'another all at once I ors, and thofe parts bare the names of*‘thofe 
hut al! agree that Aquila I that built them, or the name of him who had 
the fini/hmg droke, which ciire&ly -j begun 
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begun to build any of its parts.) So they got a- 
way from the infultsof the multitude, and then 
were for the prefent out of danger, that is, fo 
long as the misfortune which had overtaken the 
emperor was not known. The Germans were 
'the iirft who perceived that Cains was flain. 
Thci’e Germans were Gaius’s guard, and car¬ 
ried the name of the country whence they 
were chofeh, and compofed the Celtic legion. 
The men of that country are naturally pallion- 
atc, which is\ommonly the temper of Ibme 
other of the barbarous nations alio, as beintr 
not ufed to conlulcr much about what they do: 
they are of rebuff bodies, and fall upon their 
enemies as .... ever they are attacked bv 

‘hem, and which way foever thev go, they 
perform great exploits. When, therefore, tilde 
German guards underlined that Cains was 
flain, they were very lorry for it, becaufe they 
did not uie their reafon in judging about public 
affairs, but mealurcd all by the advantages 
thcmfelvcs received, Claius being beloved by 
them, becaufe of the money he gave them, 
by which he Had purchaled their kindnefs to 
him : fo they drew their fwords, and Sabinus 
led them on. He was one of the tribunes, not by 
the means of the virtuous addons of his proge¬ 
nitors, for he had been a gladiator, but he had 
obtained that poll in the army by his having a : 
robufl body. So thefe Germans marched a- 
long the houfes in quell of Gcefar’s murderers, 
and cut Afprenas to pieces, becaufe he was 
the firll man they fell upon, and whofe gar¬ 
ment it was that the blood of the facrilices 
ilained, as I have laid already, and which fore¬ 
told that this his meeting the foldicrs would not 
be for his good. Then did Norbanus meet 
/hem, who was one of the principal nobility 
of the city, and could Ihew many generals 
of armies among his ancellors ; but they paid 
no regard to his dignity; yet was he of fuch 
great flrength, that he wrefted the fword of the 
iirft of thofe that alfaulted him out of his 
hands, and appeared plainly not to be willing 
to die* .without a ftruggle for his life, until he 
was furrounded by a great number of afliiilants, 

and died by the multitude of the wounds which 


they gave him. 1 he third man was Anicius, 
a f emu or, and a few other; with bun. He did 
not meet with tb.de (hi mans by cbanco, as 
the left did before, but came 0) lhc\v h;s ha¬ 
tred to Cains, and becaufe he |,.v: d m fee Ci- 
ius lie dead with his owe eves, and t v a 
hire in that light; for Cues bad hurob.-j An- 
tcius s father, who was of the jjn:e name with 
himielf, and, being not t'atia’i: 1 wi 'a ihat, he 
lent out bis b>hhcrs, urui Jlew bun ; f.i be was 
come to rejoice at tbc iiglit of |,' !n , now he 
was dead. but as the houie was now all in a 
| tumult, when he was aiming to bide If. raft-If, 

| be t on .cl n >t elcape that accurate le.irch which 
1 hie Germans made, while tl.ev barbarnul’y 
flew thole that were guilty, and thofe that were 
not guilty, and this equally alfo. And thus 
were thefe [three] perilous fbtiu. 

16. IfuT w nen the rumour that Cams was 
ilaiu reached the theatre, they were a/lonifhet! 
at it, and could not believe it : even fome that 
entertained his deftruiftion with great plcafure 
and were more delimits of its happening than 
almoft any other fatisfablion that could come to 
them, were under fuch a fear, that they could 
not believe it. T here were thofe alio who 
greatly diftrufted it, becaufe they were unwil¬ 
ling any fuch thing jfhould come to Claius, nor 
could believe it, though it were ever fo true, 
becaufe they thought no man could poflibly 
have fo much power as ro kill Cains. Thefe 
were the women, and the children, and the 
Haves, and fome of the foldicry. 'I’Jiis bill Jb:t 
had taken his pay, and in a manner tyrannized 
with him, and had abufed the heft of the citi¬ 
zens, in being fubfervient to bis unjuft com¬ 
mands, in order to gain honours and advanta¬ 
ges to themfelves ; but for the women, and the 
youth, they had been inveigled with ihews, 
and the fightings of the gladiators, and certain 
dillributions of flefh-meat among them, which 
things in pretence were deligncd for theplcafing 
of the multitude, but in reality to fatiatc the 
barbarous cruelty and madnefs of Cains. The 
Haves alfo were lorry, becaufe they were by 
Cains allowed to accufe, and to defpife their 
8 F matters: 
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mailers; and they could have recourfe to his 
affillance, when they had unjuftly affronted 
them ; for he was very cafy in believing them 
agaiuft then- mailers, even when they accufed 
them faliely ; and if they would dilcover what 
money their mailers had, they might foon 
obtain both riches and liberty, as the rewards 
, of their acculations, becaufe the reward of 
thefe informers was the eighth * patt of the 
criminal's fubtlance. As to the nobles, al¬ 
though the report appeared credible to l'omc of 
them, either becaul'e they knew of the plot be¬ 
fore-hand, or becauie they wilhed it might be 
true ; however they concealed not only the joy 
they had at the relation of it, but that they had 
heard any thing at all about it. Thefe lalt ail¬ 
ed fo out of the fear they had, that if the re¬ 
port proved falfe they fhould be puuifhed, for 
having fo foon let men know their minds. 
But thofe that knew Gaius was dead, becaufe 
they were partners with the confpirators, they 
concealed all ftill more cautiouily, as not know¬ 
ing one anothers -minds; and fearing left they 
fhould lpeak of it to fome of thole to whom 
the continuance of tyranny was advantageous; 
and if Gaius ihould prove to be alive, they 
might be informed agaiuft, and punilhed. 
And another report went about, that although 
Gains had been wounded indeed, yet was not 
he dead, but alive ftill, and under the phyii- 
cians handy. Nor was any one looked upon 
hv another as faithful enough to be trulled, 
and to whom any one would open his mind ; 
for he was either a friend to Gaius, and there¬ 
fore fufpedted to favour Ids tyranny, or he was 
one that hated him, who therefore might be 
fufpecled to dcierve the left credit, becaufe of 
his ill-will to him. Nay, it was laid by fome 
(and this indeed it was that deprived the nobi¬ 
lity of their hopes, and made them fad) that 
Gaius was in a condition to dcipife the dangers 
he had been in, and took no care of healing 
his wounds, but was gotten away into the 
market-place, and bloody as he was, was ma¬ 
king an. harangue to the people. And thefe 

* The rewards propofed by the Roman l.uvs to infor¬ 
mers, was foinctimcs an eighth part of the criminal’s 


were the conjectural reports of thofe that were 
fo unreasonable as to endeavour to raife tu¬ 
mults, which they turned different ways, ac¬ 
cording to the opinions of the hearers. Yet 
did they not leave their feats, for fear of being 
accufed, if they fhould go out before the reft ; 
i for they fhould not be fentenced according to 
! the real indention with which they went out, but 
j according to the fuppofals of the accufers, and 
; of the judges. 

1 17. But now a multitude of Germans had 

i furrounded the theatre, with their iwords 
drawn; all the fpeclators looked for nothin^ 
but death ; and, at ew 
fear feized upon them, 
cut in pieces immedia' 
trefs they were, as n 

enough to go out of the theatre, nor believing 
themfelves fafe from dangers if they tarried 
there. And when the Germans came upon 
them, the cry was lb great, that the theatre 
rang again with the intreaties of the fpedlators 
to the loldiers, pleading that they were en¬ 
tirely ignorant of every thing that related to 
fuch feditious contrivances, and that if there 
were already any fedition railed, they knew 
nothing of it: They therefore begged that they 
would fpare them, and not punifh thofe that 
had not the leaft hand in fuch bold crimes as 
belonged to other perfons, while they neglect¬ 
ed to fearch after fuch as had really done 
whatfoever it be that hath been done. Thus 
did thefe people appeal to God, and deplore 
their infelicity with fhedding of tears and beat¬ 
ing their faces, and faid every thing that the 
* moll imminent danger and the utmoft concern 
! for their lives could dictate to them. This 
1 brake the fury of the foldiers, and made then? 

1 repent of what they minded to do to the fpec- 
; tutors, which would have been the greateft in- 
! fiance of cruelty. And fo it appeared to even 
[ thofe lavages, when they had once fixed the 
j heads of thofe that were flain with Afprenas 
| upon the altar : at which fight the fpedlators 

•, were 

goods, as here, and fometimes a fourth part, as Span- 
J heiin allures us,, from Suetonius and Tacitus. 
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.were forely afflicted, both upon the conftdera- 
ttaw' of the dignity of the perfons, and out of 
“a commileration of their fu fieri ngs; nay, in¬ 
deed, they were almoft in as great diforder at 
the profpedt of the danger themfelves were in, 
feeing it was Hill uncertain whether they ftiould 
entirely efcape the like calamity. Whence it 
was, 11 set lueh as thoroughly and juftly hated 
Caius, could yet no way enjoy the pleafurc of 
his death, becaufe they were themfelves in 
jeopardy of perifhing together with him ; nor 
had they hitherto ' 1,i y tirm affurance of lur- 
viving. 

‘ i ' s time one Euariftus Ar- 

the market, and there- 
.^uibie voice, who vied in 
, .vii me richeft of the Romans, and was 
able to do what he pleafed in the city, both then 
and afterward. This man put himlclf into the 
moil mournful habit he could, although he had 
a greater hatred againft Caius than any one 
die ; his fear and his wife contrivance to gain 
his fafety taught him fo to do, and prevailed 
over his prefent pleafure ; fo he put on fuch 


their zeal and kindtied to him, when he who 
lhould reward them was pcrilhed. They were 
alfo afraid that they lhould he punifhed hv the 
fenate, if they lhould go on in duing'ftich inju¬ 
ries, that is, in cafe the authority of the fupreme 
governor fhould revert to them. And thus at 
length a Hop was put, though not without dif¬ 
ficulty", to that rage which poffcffed the Get-: 
mans on account of Caius's death, 

iy. But Chereu was fo much afraid for MJ- 
nucianus, left he lhould light upon the Ger¬ 
mans, now they were in their fury, that he 
went and fpake to every one of the foldiers, and 
prayed them to take care of his prefervation„ 
and made himlclf great enquiry about him, left 
he lhould have been {lain. And for Clement, 
he let Minucianus go when he was brought to 
him, and, with many other of the fenators, af¬ 
firmed the adtion was right, and commended 
the virtue of thofe that contrived it, and had 
courage enough to execute it; and laid, That 
“ tyrants do indeed pleafe themfelves, and Jcok 
big for a while, upon having the power to adt 
unjuftly ; but do not however go happily out 


a mournful urefs as he would have done had 
lie loft his deareft friends in the world : this j 
man came info the theatre, and informed them j 
of the death of Caius, and by this means put 
an end to that ftate of ignorance the men had 
been in. Arruntius alfo went round about the 
pillars, and called out to the Germans, as did 
the tribunes with him, bidding them put up j 
their fwords, and telling them that Caius was 
dead. And this proclamation it was plainly 
which faved thofe that were collected together 1 
in the theatre, and all the reft who any way 
met the Germans ; for while they had hopes, j 
that Caius had Hill any breath in him, they | 
abftuincd f;om no fort of mifehief; and fuch j 
an abundant kindnefs they ftill had for Caius, 
that they would willing have prevented the 
plot againft him, and procured his efcape from 
lb fad a misfortune, at the expence of their 
own lives. But they now left off the warm 
zeal they had to punilh his. enemies, now they 
were fully latisficd that Caius was dead; be¬ 
ta ufe it. was now in vain for them to flicw 


of the world, becaufe they are hated by the vir¬ 
tuous ; and that Caius, together with all this 
unhappinefs, was become a confpirator againft 
himlclf, before thefe other men who attacked 
him did fo ; and by becoming intolerable, in 
fetting a fide the wife provifion the laws had 
made, taught his deareft friends to treat him as 
an enemy ; infomuch, that although in com¬ 
mon difeourfe tilde confpirators were thole that 
flew Caius, yet that, in reality, he lies now 
dead, as perilhing by Ins own lelf.” 

20. Now by this time the people in the thea¬ 
tre were arilen from their feats, and thole that, 
were within made a very great Jiilmbance ; the 
caufe of which was this, that the Ipcbtafors 
were too hafty in gening away. There was 
alfo one Alcyon, a pbyfician, who hurried a- 
xvay, as if it were to cure thole that were 
wounded, and, under that pretence, he fent 
thofe that were with him to fetch w hat thing; 
were necdiary h r the heahng thole wounded 
perfons, but in reality Co get them dear el the 

prefent. 
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'prefent dangers they were in. Now the fenatc, , 
during this interval, had mer, and the people 
alfo afiemhled together in the accuflomed fo¬ 
rum, and were both employed it: l'earching af¬ 
ter the murderers of Cams. The people did it 
very zealoufiy, but the fenatc in appearance 
only : for there was prefent Valerius of Aiia, 1 
one that had been conful ; this man went to 
the people, as they were in dii’order, and very 
uneafy that they could not yet dilcover who 
they were that had murdered the emperor; he 
was then carneftly alked by them all, “ Who 
it was that bad done it ?” He replied “ I with 
I had been the man.” The confuls * alfo pub- 
lifhed an edict, wherein they accufcd Cains 
and gave order to the people then got together, 
and to the foldiers, to go home, and gave the 
people hopes of the abatement of the oppref- J 
irons they lay under; and promifed the fol- | 
diers, if they lay quiet, as they tiled to do, and | 
would not go abroad to do milchief unjultly, 
that they would bellow rewards upon them ; i| 
for there was rcafon to fear, led the city might j 
fuffer harm by their wild and ungovernable be¬ 
haviour, if they Ihouhl once betake thejnfelves 
to fpoil the citizens, or plunder the temples, j 
And now the whole multitude of the fenatorS 
were afiemhled together, and efpecially thole 
that had conlpired to take away the life of Cai¬ 
ns, who put on at this time an air of great af- 
furance, and appeared with great magnanimity, 
as if the.adminillration of the public affairs were . 
already devolved upon them. 


C II A P. II. 

How the Sena l or r .I ter mined t» ref ore the Dc- 
rnotra: r ; bed the Sol.lurs were for prejerviu .g 
the A J i, ruin hy. Concerning the Slaughter of 

Cai./j'j Wife and 1 ) .lighter. A Chur abler of 
{'.anti's Ah orals. 

% i T 11 FN the public affairs were in this 
V V pollurc, Claudius was on the hid¬ 
den hurried away out of his houfe. For the 

51 Tlirf; confuls arc namcti la the War of the Jews, 
•h 11. eh. xi. \ \. .Scntius Saturnimi 1 ., ami I’omponius Sc— ‘ 


I foldiers had a meeting together, and when they 
had debated about what was to be done, they 
law that a democracy was incapable of mana¬ 
ging fuch a yaft weight of public affairs ; and 
that if it fhould be fet up, it would not he for 
their advantage; and in cafe any one of thole 
already in the government fhould obtain the 
fupreme power, it would in all refpctSs be to 
their grief, if they were not alfifting-to him in 
that advancement: that it would therefore be 
right for them, while the public affairs were 
unfettled, to chufe Claudius emperor, who was 
uncle to the dcceal'ed Caius, and of a fuperior 
dignity and worth to every one of thole that 
were afiemhled together in tbs, fco-m. both on 
account of the virtues of his anceffors, a. ■•! of 
the learning he had acquired in his education, 
and who, if once fettled in the empire, would 
reward them according to their defects, and be¬ 
llow largcfies upon them. Thefe were their 
confultations, and they executed the fame im¬ 
mediately. Claudius was therefore ieized up¬ 
on fuddcnly by the foldiery. But Cneus Sen- 
tius Saturninus, although he underflood that 
Claudius was feized, and that he intended to 
claim the government, unwillingly indeed in 
appearance, but in reality by his own free con- 
lent, flood up in the fenate, and, without be¬ 
ing dilinayed, made an exhortatory oration to 
them, and fuch an one indeed as was lit for 
i men of freedom and generofity, and fpake 
; thus : 

! 2. “ Although it be a thing incredible, 

, O Romans, becaufe of the great length of time, 

| that fo unexpetffed an event hath happened, 

| yet are we now in pofl'eflion of liberty. How 
| long indeed this will laft is uncertain, and lies 
, at the difpofal of the gods, whole grant it is ; 

yet fuch it is as is fufficient mak. us rejoice, 

1 and be happy for the prefent, although we may 
^foon be deprived of it: for one hour is fuftici- 
ent to thofe that are excrcifed in virtue, where¬ 
in we may live with a mind accountable only 
to ourfelves, in our own country, now free, 

> and 

. cundus, as Spanheim notes here. The fpeech of the fer- 
m«x of them is fet down in the nest chapter, § 2. 
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and governed by filch laws as this country 
flourifhed under. As for myfclf, 1 can- 
lot remember our former time of liberty, as 
feing born after it was gone ; but J am beyond 
Vneafure filled with joy at the thoughts of our 
prefent freedom. I alfo cfteein thofe, that were 
bom and brought up in that our former liber¬ 
ty, hapfvy men ; and that thofe men are wor¬ 
thy of no fefs cfteein than the gods themfclves, 
who have $ven us a tafte of it in this age; 
and I heartil^ with, that this quiet enjoyment 
of it, which wc have at prefent, might con¬ 
tinue to all ages. However, this fingle day 
may fuilice for our youth, as well as for us that 
are in years. T t will l’eem an age to our old 
men. ii they might die during its happy dura¬ 
tion : It may alfo be for the inflrudion of the 
younger fort, what kind of virtue thofe men, 
from whole loins wc are derived, were exer- 
cifed in. As for ourfelvcs, our bulineis is, 
during this fpace of time, to live rirtuoufly, 
than which nothing can be more to our advan¬ 
tage ; which courfe of virtue it is alone that 
can preferve our liberty ; lor, as to our ancient 
ftate, 1 have heard of it by the relation of others; 
hut as to our later ftate, during my life-time, I 
have known it by experience, and learned there¬ 
by what mifehiefs tyrannies have brought up¬ 
on this commonwealth, difeouraging all virtue, 
and depriving perfons of magnanimity of their 
liberty, and proving the teachers oi flattery and 
flavilb fear, becaufe it leaves the public adminif- 
tration not to be governed by wife laws, but 
by the humour of thofe that govern ; for, fince 
julius Gee far took it into his head to diftblvc our 
’democracy, and by overbearing the regular (vl- 
tem of our laws, to bring diforders into our ad- 
miniftration, and to get above right and juftie'e, 
and to be a Have to his own inclinations, there 
is no kind of mifery but what hath tended to 
the fubverfion of this city; while all thofe that 
have fucceeded him, have driven one with an¬ 
other to overthrow the ancient laws of their 
-ountry, and have left it deftitute of fuch citi¬ 
zens *as were of generous principles; becaufe 
they thought it tended to their fafety to have 
vicious men to converfe withal, and not only 

No. XXIX. 


to break the fpirits of thofe that were bell 
ellmed lor their virtue, but to rciolve upon 
their utter delllmft.ion. Oi all which emperors, 
who hive been many in number, .aid who laid 
upon us iniufierjblc hnrdlbips during the times 
of their government, tiiis G.iius, who hath been 
(lain to-day, hath brought more terrible cala¬ 
mities upon us than did all the reft, not. only 
by excreifing his ungoverned rage upon his 
fellow-citizens, hut alio upon his kindred and 
friends, and alike upon all others, and by in¬ 
flicting flill greater miferics upon them, as 
punilhmcnts, which they never deferved ; he 
being equally furious againft men, and againft 
the gods. For tyrants are not content to gain 
their fweet pleafure, and this by aeftlng injuri- 
oufly, and in the vexation they bring, both upon 
mens eflates, and their wives ; but they look 
upon that to be their principal advantage, 
when they can utterly overthrow the entire 
families of their enemies ; while all lovers of 
liberty are the enemies of tyranny. Nor can 
thofe that patiently endure what miseries they 
bring on them gain their friendlhip ; for as they 
are confcious of the abundant mifthiefs they 
have brought cm thefe men, and how magna- 
nimoufly they have borne their hard fortunes, 
they cannot but be fenfible what evils they 
have done, and thence only depend on fecurity 
from what they are fufpiciotis of, if it may be 
in their power to take them quite out of the 
world. Since then we are now gotten clear of 
fuch great misfortunes, and are only account¬ 
able to one another (which lorrn of govern¬ 
ment affords us the hell nflurance of our pre- 
Icnt concord, and promiles us the heft fecurity 
from evil defigns, and will he mod for own 
glory in fettling the city in good order) you 
ought, every one of you in particular, to make 
provifion for his own, and, in general, ior the 
public utility ; or, on the contrary, they*may 
declare their dilfent to Inch things as have 
been propofed, and this without any hazard 
of danger to come upon them ; becaufe they 
have now no lord let over them, who, without 
fear of punifhmcnt, could do inifehief to the 

8 G city. 
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city, and had an uncontrollable power to take off 
thole that freely declared their opinions. Nor 
has any tiling lb much contributed to this in- 
crcafc oi tyranny of late as ilotli, and a timor¬ 
ous forbearance of contradicting the emperor’s 
will ; while men had an over great inclination 
to the Iweetnels of peace, and had learned to 
live like Haves, and as many of us as either 
heard of intolerable calamities that happened 
at a diltancc from us, or law the miferies that 
were near us, out of the dread of dying vir- 
tuoufly, endured a death joined with the ut- 
moll infamy. We ought then, in the lull 
place, to decree the greatcl! honours we are 
able to thole that have taken off the tyrant, 
cfpecially to (Iherea (kifl'ius ; for this one man, 
with the alliflance of the gods, hath, by his 
counlcl, and by his atlions, been the procurer 
of our liberty. Nor ought we to forget him 
now we have recovered our liberty, who, un¬ 
der the foregoing tyranny, took counfel before¬ 
hand, and before-hand hazarded himlelf for our 
liberties ; hut ought to decree him proper ho¬ 
nours, and thereby freely declare, that he from | 
the beginning ailed with our approbation. And . 
certainly, it is a very excellent thing, and what 
becomes free men, to requite their benefadtors, 
as this man hath been a benefactor to us all, 
though not at all like Cabins and Brutus, 
who llew Cains Julius [Cat far] ; for thole men 
laid the foundations of fedition and civil wars ! 
in our city ; but this man, together with his 
(laughter of the tyrant, hath let our city free j 
from all thole fad miferies which, aroie from j 
the tyranny.”* I 

3. And this was the purport of Sentius's ! 
oration, which was received with pleafure by ■ 
the Jenato r s, and by as many of the equellrian 
order as were prefent. And now one Trcbel- 
jius Maximus role up haftily, and took off Sen¬ 
tius's linger a ring, which had a done, with 

*■ In tbk oration of Sentius Knturmnus we may fee the 
preaf value virtuous men put upon public liberty, ami the 
{.id n-.fciv tiiev underwent, while they were tyrannized 
over by inch emperor:, as Cams. e Jofephus’s own 
then but piirv uileblion at the end of the chapter ; “ So 
u.-lF.cult,” fay;, he, “ it is for thole to obtain, the virtue that 
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the image of Cains engraved upon it, and which, 
in his zeal in fpeaking, and his earneflncC in 
doing what he was about, as it was fuppoied 
he had forgotten to take off himfclt. Tift 
Iculpture was broken immediately. But, as it 
was now far in the night, Olterea demanded 03 ' 
the eonfuls the watch-word, who gave him this 
word, Liberty, Thefe fa61 a were thefubjocY. 
of admiration to themfelves, and alfnoll incre- 
dihle ; for it was an hundred 'j' years lince the 
democracy had been laid alidc, when this giv¬ 
ing the walch-word returned to the eonfuls-; 
for, before the city was fuhjcdl to tyrants, they 
were the commanders of the ‘ ih,, 
wlien Chcrea had received that w 
deliveied it to thofe who wer 
fide, which were four regime 
ed the government without emperors tv. _ 
ferable to tyranny. So thefe went away with 
their tribunes. The people all’o now departed 
very joyful, full of hope and of courage, a-, 
having recovered their former democracy, and 
were no longer under an emperor; and Cho¬ 
rea was in very great efleem with them. 

4. And now Chorea was very uneafy that 
Caius’s daughter and wife were Hill alive, and 
that all his family did not perifh with him, 
lince wholbever wjs left of them mull be left 
for the ruin of the city and of the laws. 
Moreover, in order to fwifh this matter with 
the utmoft zeal, and in order to fatisfy his ha¬ 
tred of Caius, he lent Julius Lupus, one of the 
tribunes, to kill Caius’s wife and daughter. 
They proposed this office to Lupus as to a 
kinfman of Clement, that he might be fo far 
a partaker of this murder of the tyrant, and 
might rejoice in the virtue of having affiled his 
fellow-citizen?, and that he might appear to 
have been a partaker with thole that were hrll 
in their defgns again!! him. Yet did this ac¬ 
tion 

is ncceffary to a wife man, who have the abfolute power 
to do wh.it they plcafe, without eotitroul.” 

f Huu c vc learn, that, in the opinion of Sjnurnir.us, 
I the Weveign authority of the conful* and ftnate h;)d bet 11 
taken away jull too years before the death of Caittr, A. D. 
ji 41, t.r cm the 60th year before the Chriftisn xra, when the 
I firft triumvirate began under Cxfar, Fompey, and Cr.tifua. 
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cion appear to fome of the confpirators to be 

g ruel, us to this ufmg 1'uch ieverity to a 
in, becaufe Caius did more indulge his 
jll-natjjrc, than ufe her advice in all that 
d; from which ill-nature it was that the 
city was in lo delpcratc a condition with the 
mi lories that were brought on it, and the 
ihivv£TXij' the city was dcilrovcd. Hut others 
acc tiled hey of giving her conlcnt to theicthings; 
nay, thcyWcribed all that Cains had done to 
her as the c to lie of it, and faid, He had given 
a potion to Caius, which had made him obnox¬ 
ious to her, and had tied him down to love her 
by Inch evil methods ; infomuch, that the, hav¬ 
ing rendered him, diilradcd, was become the 
author all the milchiefs that had belallen the 
ixonians, and that habitable world which was 
fubjed to him. So that at length it was de¬ 
termined, that (lie mull die ; nor could thole 
of the contrary opinion at all prevail to have 
her laved ; Lupus was lent accordingly. Nor 
was there any delay made in executing what 
he went about ; but he was lublervient to thole 
that feat him on the firfl opportunity, as deii- 
rous to be no way blameable in what might be 
done for the advantage of the people. _ So, 
when he was come into the palace, he found 
Cefonia, who was Caius's wife, laying by her 
hufband’s dead body, which alio lay down on 
the ground, and dellitute of all Inch things as 
the law allows to the dead, and all over herlell 
beimeared with the blood of her hufband s 
wounds, and bewailing the great affliction lire ^ 
was under, her daughter lying by her alfo : 
and nothing eile was licard m thclc hei cucuni- 
ftanccs but fisr complaint of Caius, as if he had 
regarded what illc bail often told him of 
before-hand ; which words of hers were taken 
in a different fenfe even at that time, and are 
now efteemed equally ambiguous by thofc that 
hear of them, and are Hill interpreted accord¬ 
ing to the different inclinations of people. 
Lor feme laid that the words denoted, that ihe 
had adviled him to leave off his mad behaviour, 
and Lis barbarous cruelty to the citizens, and 
to gdVern the public with moderation and vir- 
tuet left he iffould pcrifli by the fame way, 
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upon their tiling hint as he hid ufvd litem. 
Hut f(,me laid, that, as certain winds had pa! 
led concerning the coiilpinttmv, Hu* d 1 ’I ned C..e 
ills to make no delay, hut imim bnit.ny to pot 
them ail to death, and this whet In r tuf>y vm: 
guilt) or not, and that thcicby he would he on* 
of fear of any danger; ami that tins was what 
Hie reproached him fur, when ihe .tdCfcd him 
fo to do, hut he was too How and tender in the 
matter. And this was what Cclonia fiid, and 
what the opinions of men were about it. lhit, 
when Ihe law Lupus approach, ihe ilicwcd him 
Caius’s dead body, and periuaded him income 
nearer, with lamentation and tears; and as Ihe 
perceived that Lupus was in dilordcr, and ap¬ 
proached Her in order to execute iome dclign 
difagrecahle to himiclf, ihe was well aware ioi 
what purpole he came, and llrctchcd out her 
naked throat, and that very cheerfully to him, 
bewailing her cafe, like one that utterly despair¬ 
ed of her life, and bidding him not to boggle 
at flniihing the tragedy they had refolvcd upon 
relating to her. ho (he boldly received her 
death’s wound at the Kami of Lupus, as did 
the daughter after her. So Lupus made hafle 
to infoim Cherea of what lie had done, 

y This was the end of Cains, after he had: 
reigned four years, within four months. He 
was, even before he came to he emperor, ill- 
natured, and one that had arrived at the ut- 
moil pitch of wickedneis ; a Have to his plea- 
Cures, and a lover of calumny ; greatly affected 
by every teirlhie accident, and on that account 
of a very mmdei oils diipolition, where lie durli 
iheiv it. lie enjoyed his exorbitant power to 
this only put noil, to injure thofe, who Icait 
deferred it, with unicaiunahle iniolence, and 
got hi:, wealth by murder and iujuilice. lie 
laboured to appear above regarding either what 
was divine, or agreeflile to the law;, hut was 
a Have to the ccmi..cn<iat‘u/ii> of the jh-j ulace ; 
and whatsoever the laws determined to he 
fhamcful, and pnniiiied, that lie efleemed more 
honourable than what was virtuom. fie was 
unmindful of hi hiunb, how intimate lower, 
and though they were p.crfous ol the highclf 

chaiaeler ; 
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chara&cr ; and, if he was once angry at any 
oi them, he would inflidt punilhment upon 
them on the fmullcft occasions, and eflcemed 
every map that endeavoured to lead a virtuous 
life h is enemy. And whatfoever he command¬ 
ed, he would not admit of any contradi&ion to 
his inclinations ? whence it was, that he had 
criminal converfation with his own filler; * 
from which occulion chiefly it was alfo, that a 
bitter hatred hr ft 1 prang up again!! him among 
the citizens, that lort of inceft not having been 
known of a long time ; and fo this provoked 
men to diftrull him, and to hate him that was 
guilty of it. And for any great or royal work 
that he ever did, which might be for the pre- 
fent and for future ages, nobody can name any 
fuch, but only the haven that he made about 
Rhegium and Sicily for the reception of the fhips 
that brought corn from Egypt ; which was in¬ 
deed a work without difpute very great in itfelf, 
and of very great advantage to the navigation. 
Yet was not this work brought to perfection by 
him, but was the one half of it left impeded:, 
by reafon of his want of application to it ; the 
eaufe of which was this, that he employed his 
{Indies about-ufelefs matters, and that, by {pend¬ 
ing his money upon fuch pleafurcs as concern¬ 
ed no one’s benefit but his own, he could not 
exert his liberality in things that were undenia¬ 
bly of great confequencc. Otherwife he was 
an excellent orator, and thoroughly acquainted 
with the Creek tongue, as well as with his own 
country or Roman 1 mguage. He was alfo able jj 
off-hand and readily to give anfwers to compo- 
fitions made by others, of eonfulcrablc length 
and accuracy. 1 ie was alfo more Ikillul in 
pet loading olbeiN to very great things than any 
one cllc, and thh lrom a natural affability of 
temper, which hid been improved by much 
! xercifc and pains-taking ; for as lie was the 
• wandibn ft of the brother of Tiberius, whole 

k Sp minim hue nr.it ; from Suetonius, that the name 
of Cum.', j 1 tU^ v uh vhom !.: was guilt y of irneft, was 
/, .1:;.! t ! 1! Sm-totmi, mb 1 ,, he w i puiltv of the 
. ",m 1 trim' with ..11 iu» i.Uci . if to. Ho notes farther, that 
Suitonm omit; the mention ol the haven for {hips, which 
our authen ilh cans the only public work, tor the pood of 
,’v. prcRnt and future ages, which Chius left behind hitn, 


fucceffor he was, this was a ftrong inducement 
to his acquiring of learning, becaufe TibevHs 
afpired after the lugheft pitch of that fort of re¬ 
putation ; and Caius afpired after tile like glor) 

1 for eloquence, being induced thereto by ilie 
| letters of his kinfman, and his emperor. He 
was alfo among tire iirft rank of bis own citi¬ 
zens. But the advantages he received "from 
his learning did not countervail the mifehief he 
| brought upon himfelf in the excrHfc of his 
I authority ; lo difficult it is for thole to obtain 
the virtue that is neceftary to a wife man, who 
have the abfolute power to do wYt they pleafe, 
without controul. At the firf 
fuch friends as were in ali.n 
| wortliy, and was greatly b 
j while he imitated their zealot. 

the learning and to the glorious adtions u. . : 

I heft of men ; hut, when he became infolent 
I towards tliem, they laid afide the kindnefs they 
| had for him, and began to hate him ; from 
I which hatred came that plot, which they raif- 
j cd again!! him, and wherein he pciifhcd. 


CHAP. III. 

How Claudius was feized upon , and brought 
out of his Ilot/fe , and brought to the Camp ; 
and how the Senate fait an Ambajfagc to 
him. 

§ I. TV 'J 0 \V Claudius, asl fa id above, went 
ft >1 out of that way along which Caius 
was gone ; and, as the family was in a mighty 
difordcr upon the fad accident of the murder of 
Caius, he was In great diftrefs how to fave 
i himfelf, and was found to have hidden himfelf 
: in a certain narrow placeft, though he had no 
other occafion for fufpicion of any dangers, 
btfides the dignity of his birth; for, while he 

was 

though in an imperfect condition. 

f This Cains was the foil of that excellent perfon Ger- 
munirus, who was the foil of Drufus, the brotlicr g. T'i— 
beritts the emperor. 

J This Iirft plrre Claudius came to was inhabited, and 
) called Hermeum, m Spanheim here informs us from Sue¬ 
tonius in Claud, ch. x. 
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-yets a private man, he behaved himfclf with 

t alteration, and was contented with his pre- 
lt fortune, 4 applying himfclf to learning, and 
pecially to that of the Greeks, and keeping 
Vnnlblf entirely clan- from every thing that 
might bring or. any dillurbun'-e. But as at this 
time the multitude were under a conllcrnation, 
and the whole palace was full of the foldiers 
nrnlncfs, aiVd the very emperor’s guards feem- 
ed under the-like fear and dilorder with private 
perfons, the band called Pretoria, 7, which was 
the purell part of the army, was in eonfultation 
what was to be done at this j multure. Now jj 
all thole that were at this eonfultation had lit¬ 
tle regard O' the punithment Cains had fuffer- !' 
cd, bccaufe he jultly delervcd fuch bis fortune ; 
but they were rather conhdering their own ; 
circumllanccf, how they might take the hell ! 
care of themlclves, efpecialiy while the Ger- ; 
mans were bufy in punilhing the murderers ot 
Gains ; which yet was rather done to gratify 
their own lavage temper, than for the good of 
the public : all which things disturbed Claudi- | 
us, who was afraid of his own fuiety, and this 
particularly bccaufe he law the heads of Aipre- j 
nas and his partners carried about. His fta- 
tion had been on a certain elevated place, whi- 1 
ther a few ltcps led him, and whither he had 
retired in the dark by himfelf. But when 
Gratus, who was one of the foldiers that be¬ 
longed to the palace, favv him, but did not 
well know by his countenance who he was, 
bccaufe it was dark, though he could well 
mdge that it was a man who was privately 
Ghere on lbrne defign, he came nearer to him, 
and when Claudius delired that he would re¬ 
tire, he difeovered who he was, and owned 
him to be Claudius. So he faid to his follow¬ 
ers, “ This is a Germanicus; * come on, let 
us chufe him for our emperor.” But when 
Claudius faw they were making preparations 
for taking him away by force, and was afraid 
they would kill him, as they had killed Caius, 
he befought them to fpare him, putting them 

* How Claudius, another fon of Drufus, which Dru- 
fus was the father of Germanicus, could be here himfelf 
called Germanicus , Suetonius informs us, when he allures 


in mind how quietlv lie had demeaned himfelf, 
and that he was unacquainted with what had 
been done. Hereupon Grains lunied upon him, 
and took him by the light-hand, ;mj faid, 

“ Leave oil, Sir, ihele low thoughts of faving 
yourlelf, while you ought to lone greater 
thoughts, even ot obtaining the emphe, which 
the gods, out of their concern for the habitable 
world, by taking Cains out of the way, com ¬ 
mit to thy virtuous gonduct. C to to, therefore, 
and accept ol the throne ot thy anccllors.” 
So they took him up, and carried him, bccaufe 
he was not then able to go on foot; fuch was 
his dread and his joy at what was told him. 

2 . Now there was already gathered together 
about Gratus a great number of the guards; 
and, when they taw Claudius carried oil’, they 
looked with a lad countenance, as fuppoiing 
that he was carried to execution for the mil- 
chiefs that had been lately done; while yet 
they thought him a man who never meddled 
with public a 11 airs ail his life long, and one 
that had met with no contemptible dangers 
under the reign of Caius; and forne of them 
thought it realonable, that the confuls fhould 
take cognizance of thefe matters ; and, as Hill 
more and more of the foldicry got together, 
the crowd about him ran away, and Claudius 
could hardly go on, Ids body was then fo weak; 
and thole who carried his icdan, upon an en¬ 
quiry that was made about his being carried 
off, ran away, and faved thcmfelves, as des¬ 
pairing of their lord’s prefervation. But when 
they were come into the large court of the pa¬ 
lace (which, as the report goes about it, was 
inhabited hrft of all the parts of the city of 
Rome) and had juft reached the public trea- 
fury, many more foldiers came about him, as 
glad to fee Claudius’s face, and thought it ex¬ 
ceeding right to make him emperor, on account 
of their kindnefs for Germanicus, who was his 
brother, and had left behind him a vaft reputa¬ 
tion among all that were acquainted with him. 

They 

us, that, by a decree of the frnate, the fnname of Gere 
mameus was bellowed on Drufus, and Iris potter!: v alio. 

! In Ciatul. ch. i. 


9. W 
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They reflected alfo on the covetous temper of 
the leading men of the fenate, and what great 
errors they had been guilty of, when the fen¬ 
ate hatlvthe government formerly: they alto 
confidered the impoffibility of Inch an under¬ 
taking ; as alfo what dangers they Ihonld be 
in, if the government Humid come to a tingle I 
perfon ; and that Inch a per ion thould poftefs it ; 
us they had no hand in advancing, and not ! 
to Claudius, who would take it as their grant, 
and as gained by their good-will to him, and 
would remember the favours they liacl done 

J t 

him, and would make them a futlicient recom- i 
pence for the fame. j 

3 , Thus!’, were the difeourfes the foldiers 
had one with another by themtelvcs, and they | 
communicated them to all Inch as came in 
to them. Now thole that enquired about this 
matter, willingly embraced the invitation that 
was made them to join with the reft ; lo they 
carried Claudius into the camp, crowding about j 
him as his guard, and encompafiing him about, I 
one chairman ftill luccceding another, that their i 
vehement endeavours might not be hindered. ; 
But as to the populace, and the tenators, they ; 
difagreed in their opinions. The latter were j 
very detirous to recover their former dignity, ; 
and were zealous to get clear of the (lavery 
that had been brought on th.em by the injuri¬ 
ous treatment of the tyrants, which the prefent 
opportunity afforded them ; hut for the people, 
who were envious agaiuft them, and knew that ; 
the emperors were capable of curbing their co¬ 
vetous temper, and were a refuge from them, 
they were very glad that Claudius had been feiz- 
ed upon, and brought to them; and thought, that 
if Claudius were made emperor, he would pre¬ 
vent a civil war, inch as there was in the days 
of Pompey. But when the fenatc knew, that 
Claudius was brought into the camp by the fol¬ 
diers, they tent to him thole of their body which 
had the heft character for their virtues, that 
they might inform him. That “ he ought to 
do nothing by violence, in order to gain the 
government: that he, who was a fingle perfon, 
one either already, or hereafter to he a member 
of their body, ought to yield to the fenate, I 


which confifted of fo great a number : that he 
ought to let the law take place in the ditpvfd 
of all that related to the public order ; and ; 
remember how greatly the former tyrants had 
aftliffed their city, and what dangers both he 
and they had efcaped under Cains; and tI 1 . 1 t he 
ought not to hate the heavy burden of tyranny, 
when the injury is done by others, while he 
did himfelf wilfully treat his country after a 
mad and indent manner : that if he would 
comply with them, and demoifftrate that hi' 
firm relblution was to live quietly and virtu- 
oufty, he would have the greateft honours dc- • 
etced to him that a free people could beftow, 
and, by fubjcCing himlelf to the law, would 
obtain this branch of commendation, that lie 
acted like a man of viitue, both as a ruler and 
a iulrj'ed ; but that if he would a (ft loolifhlv, 
and learn no william bv Caius’s death, they 

* > j 

would not permit him to go on : that a great 
part of the army was got together for than, 
with plenty of weapons, and a great number 
of Haves, which they could make ufe of: that 
good hope was a great matter in fuch cafes, as 
war, alfo good fortune, and that the gods would 
never afiift any others but thofe that undertook 
to act with virtue and goodnefs, who can he 
no other than fuch as fight for the liberty of 
their country.” 

4 . Now thefe amhafladors, Veranius and 
Brocchus, who were both of them tribunes of 
the people, made this fpecch to Claudius, and, 
falling down upon their knees, they begged of 
him, that he would by no means throw the ci¬ 
ty into wars and misfortunes ; hut when they 
faw what a multitude of foldiers encompafiec! 
i and guarded Claudius, and that the forces that 
were with the confute-were, in companion of 
them, perfectly inconfiderabky they added, 
That, u if he did defire the government, he 
j fhould accept of it as given by the fenate ; that 
j he would profper better, and be happier, if he 
! came to it, not by iujullice, but by the good- 
; will of thofe that would beftow it up'on him.” 


CHAP. 
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^ l r hat Things King sJgrippa did for Claudius ; 

» ( 7 nd how Claudius , '.edv’v //<’ had taken the 

Government, commanded the Murderers of 
Cams to he fain. 


% lA^OW ‘Claudius, though he was i'end- 
( ^|J \hie after what an indent manner 
the fenate had lent to him, yet did he, accord¬ 
ing to their advice, behave hirnieh lor the pre- 
feut with moderation ; hut not Jo far that he 
could not recover himUl out of his flight: fb 
lie was encouraged [to claim the government] 
partly by tlm holdnels oi the ioldiers, and part¬ 
ly by the perfuabon of king Agrippa, wlio ex¬ 
horted him not to let Inch a dominion flip out 
of his hands, when it came thus to him oi its 
own accord. Now this Agrippa, with relation 
to Cains, did what became one that had been 
fo much honoured by him ; for he embraced 
Caius’s body after he was dead, and laid it up¬ 
on a bed, and covered it as well as he could, 
and went out to the guards, and told them that 
Cains was Hill alive; but he laid that they 
fliould call for phyiieians, fmee he was very ill 
of his wounds. But when he had learned that 
Claudius was carried away violently by the iol¬ 
diers, he ruihed through the crowd to him, and 
when he found that he was in difordcr, and 
ready to reiiga up the government to the ieiiate, 
he encouraged him, and defned him to keep 
the government ; but when he had laid this 
;to Claudius he retired home. And upon the 
fenate’s fending for him, he anointed his head 
with ointment, as if he had lately accompanied 
with his wife, and had diimiifed her, and then 
ante to them : he alfo afked of the fenators, 
What Claudius did ? who told him the prelent 
ftate of affairs, and then aiked his opinion a- 
bout the fettlcment of the public. He told 
them in words, that he was ready to lofe his 
life for the honour of the ienate, but delired 
them to conlider what.was for their advantage, 
without any regard to what was moft agreeable 
to them ; for that thole who grafp at govern¬ 
ment,' will Hand in need of weapons, and fol- 


[ diers to guard them, unlels they will fet up 
without any preparation for h, and io fail km* 
danger. And when the Ienate replied, Pin; 
:l they would bring in weap m, in a^m Janet, 
and money, and that as to an army, ;t part of 
it was already coilevied together lor them, am* 
they would raile a larger one by giving tin. 
Haves their liberty,” Agtippa made auinet, 
“ O fenators ! may von he able to ampul* 
what von have a mind to ; vet will 1 immedi¬ 
ately tell you my thoughts, bceaute they tend 
to your prelervalion : take notice then, that 
the army which will fight for Claudius hath 
been long cxcrciled in warlike ailairs ; hut our 
army will he no better than a rude multitude 
of raw men, and thole iucli as have been un¬ 
expectedly made tree irom ilaverv, and tin- 
governah’e ; we mull then fight againft thoie 
that arc fkilful in war, with men who know 
not io much as lunv to draw their /words. .So 
that my opinion is, that we llmuld lend fome 
perfons to Claudius, to pevfuade him to lay 
down the government, and I am ready to be 
one of your ambaffadors.” 

2. Upon this ipeed j of Agrippa the fenate 
complied with him, and he was font among 
others, and privately informed Claudius of the 
diiorder the fenate was in, and gave him iu- 
dru/linns to aniwer them in a fuinewhat com¬ 
manding drain, and as one invaded with digni¬ 
ty and authority. Accordingly Claudius laid 
to the ambaffadors, That “ lie did not wonder 
the ienate had no mind to have an emperor 
over them, bccatiie they had been handled by 
the barbarity of thoie that had formerly been 
at tire hefld of their affairs ; but that they 
ihould fade of an equitable government under 
him, and moderate times, while he ihould 
only he their ruler in name, bur the authoiity 
fliould he equaliy common to them all ; and 
iince he had pa .Ted tlirough many and various 
Irenes of life 1 afore their eves, it. would be 
good for them, not to cliilrufl him.” So the 
ambaffadors, upon their hearing this his anfvver, 
were difiniffed. Bur Chuditr; difeomied with 
the army which was there gathered together. 
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who took oaths that they would per fill in their 
fidelity to him ; upon which he gave the 
guards every man five thoufand drachma; a- 
piece, and a proportionable quantity to their 
captains, and pronfifed to give the lame to the 
reit of the armies whereibever they were. 

T Attn now the confuls called the fenate 
together into the temple of Jupiter the Con¬ 
queror, while it was fill night ; but fome of 
tliofc lenators concealed Cliemlclvcs in the citv, 
being uncertain what to do, upon the hearing 
of this fumnums ; and fome of them went out 
of the city to their own farms, as forefeeing 
•whither the public affairs were going, and 
dcfpairing of liberty; nay, thefe fuppofed it 
much better for them to be Haves without 
danger to thcmfelvcs, and to live a lazy and 
unattire life, than, by claiming the dignity oi 
their forefathers, to run the hazard of their 
own fafety. However, an hundred and no 
more were gotten together ; and as they were 
in confultation about the prefent pofturc of af¬ 
fairs, a fudden clamour was made by the foldi- 
ers that were on their fide, “ Dcfring that the 
fenate would ehufc them an emperor, and not 
bring the government into ruin by felting up a 
multitude of rulers.” So they fully declared 
themfelves to be for the giving the government 
not to all, but to one ; but they gave the fenate 
leave to look out for a perfon worthy to he let 
over them, infotnuch, that now the affairs of 
the fenate were much worfe than before; be- 
caufe they had not only failed in the recovery 
of their liberty, which they boafted thernielves 
of, but were in dread of Claudius alio. Yet 
were there thole that hankered aftcr.the govern¬ 
ment, both on account of the dignity of their 
families, and that accruing to them by their 
marriages-, for Marcus Minucianus was illuftri- 
ous, both by his own nobility, and by his 
having married Julia, the lifter of Cains, who 
accordingly was very ready to claim the go- 
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vernment, although the confuls difeouraged 
him, and made one delay after another in pg- 
pofmg it ; that Minucianus alfo, who was on*, 
of Cains’s murderers, reftrained Valerius oi 
, A(i:i from thinking of fiich things ; and a pro- 
digious daughter there had been, if leave had 
been given to thele men to fet up for thcm- 
lel ves, and oppofe Claudius. There were alfo 
a conliderahle number of gladiators helides, 
and of thofe foldiers wdio kept watch by night 
in the city, and rowers of fnips, who all ran 
unto the camp ; infotnuch, that of thofe who 
put in for the government, fome left off their 
pretendons in order to Ipare the city, and 
! otliers cut of fear for their own perfons. 

4. Bitt as foon as ever it was day, Cherea 
J and tliofc that were with him came into the 
j fenate, and attempted to make fpccchcs to the 
foldiers. However, the multitude of thofe 
foldiers, when they faw that they were making 
fignals for fdence with their hands, and were 
ready to begin to lpeak to them, grew tumul¬ 
tuous, and would not let them fpeak at all, be- 
caufe they were all zealous to be under a mo¬ 
narchy ; and they demanded of the fenate one 
for their ruler, as not enduring any longer de¬ 
lays : but the fenate hefitated about either their 
own governing, or how they fhould themfelves 
he governed, while the foldiers would not ad¬ 
mit them to govern, and the murderers of Ca- 
ius would not permit the foldiers to dictate to 
them. When they were in thefe circumftances, 
Chcrea was not able to contain the anger he 


1 


had, and promifed, that if they defired an 
emperor, he would give them one, if any one 
would bring him the watch-word from Euty- 
chus. Now this Eutychus was charioteer of the 
| green-band faction, ftyled Praftne , and a great 
friend of Caius, who ufed to harafs the foldiery 
with building (tables for the horfes, and fpent 
j his time in ignominious labours, which occa- 

fioned 


* This number of drachma: to be diftributed to each 
private foldier, 5000 drachma' equal to 20,000 fefterccs, 
■or Tit 1. iterling, fecmsmuch too large, and directly con- 
tradios Suetonius, chap. x. who makes them in all but 
fciterccs or as 4 d. Yet might Jofqphus hare this 


j number from Agrippa junior, though I doubt 4hc thou¬ 
sands, or at ic*ft the hundreds have been added by tnc 
tranferibers, of which wc have had fcveral examples a 1 - 
ready in Jofephus. 
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•phoned Chcrea to reproach them with him, and | 
viv/^bufe them with much other feurrilous j 
\fnpuage ; and told them, “ He would bring) 
f-ijuem the hsatl ot Claudius ; ami that it was I 
im amazing thing that alter their fornur mad- | 
•m:fs, they ihotihl commit their government to j 
a Tool.” Yet were not thev moved with his ! 
wotds, hut drew their {words, ami took up J 
tluir enfigns, and went to Claudius, to join in 
taking the'oath of fidelity to him. So the fe¬ 
male were left without any body to defend 
them, and the very conluls diitered malting 
from private perl'ons. ddiey were alio under 
conilcrnelion and lorrow, men not knowing 
whet would become of them, bccaule Claudi¬ 
us was very angry at them ; io they led a re¬ 
proaching one another, and repented of what 
th. v iiad done. At which juncture Sabinas, 
one of Cains’s murderers, tlireatened that lie 
would funner come into the midII oi them and 
kill himleif, than eon lent to make Claudius 
emperor, and fee 11 ivery returning upon them ; 
he a I lb abided Chorea for loving his wile too 
well, while he who was the Hrll in his con¬ 
tempt of Cains, could think it a good thing 
to live, when, even by all that they had done 
for the recovery of their liberty, they loiuul it 
impoffiblc to do it. But Chorea laid, lie had 
no manner of doubt upon him about killing 
himleif; that yet he would iirfl found the in¬ 
tentions oi' Claudius before he did it. 

t; These were the debates [about the fe- 
nate ;] but in the camp every body was crowd¬ 
ing on all fidcs, to pay their court to Claudius ; 
/•and the other conful, Quintus Bomponius, was 
reproached by the foldiery, as having rather 
exhorted the feuate to recover their liberty ; 
whereupon they drew their fwords, and wore 
•going to aflault him, and they had done it, if 
Claudius had not hindered them, who {hatch¬ 
ed the conful out of the danger he was in, and 
fet him by him. But he did not receive that 
part of the fenate which was with Quintus in 
nc like honourable manner ; nay, Ionic of 

* Tfiis piercing raid, here complained of by Lupus, 
8 »r«t! well to the time of the year when Claudius began 
i'\ i-f'fjn ; it being for certain about the months of No- 


thetn received Mow., and were thrall av. i v a>, 
(key i a me to labile ( .i niditis ; n.tv, Annuius 
wem away wotimkd, and limy utv all in 
dan-pr. Ilmvovr, khig Agiii>||t went up to 
C! ", kus, and d 1 1 ||ul lie would tn at ok‘ fell a - 
tois mote gently ; !<a i, any milt inch ihould 
come to the iciiate, J;e w. ■ v:I> 1 h.> re no others 
over whom to ruh . Claudius complied with 
him, and called the bm tte t«.>..’.et her into the 
palace, and was earrit J thith.er Intuit If through 
the city, whiie the hldierv eonthyled him, 
though this was to the great wotoa of the 
multitude; for Chcivt and Sabimv, two of 
Cams’s murderers, went in the iurv-iiVnt of 
them, in an open manner, when i'olbn, wn. ;a 
Claudius a little before had lmnlc cap.!••in o! Bis 
guards, had lent litem ;m epilhdarg t dui, to 
loihitl them to appear in public. fhen did 
Claudius, upon his coining to the palace, get 
his friends together, ami delned their itilf-v.gys 
about (iherea. Thev laid, tlut the work he 
had done was a gloiious one ; but they a etc u fed 
him that did it of pcriidioulnef;, and thought 
it pill to inflict the puniihment | of death J upon 
him, to diicountenanee Inch affions lor th- 
time to come. pSo Clierea was led to his e\r- 
etilion, and Lupin, and many other Koinati 
with him. Now it is reported, that Chorea 
liorc this calamity iC'iiiirageoufly, and this, not 
only by the luannels of Id • owa behaviour 
under it, hut by the reproaches he laid upon 
Lupus, who ieli into tears ; for when Lupus 
laid Ills garment a fide, am! complained of the 
cold/ he laid, that cold was lfever hurtful to 
Lupus [/. r. a wolf.] And as a gie.it many 
men went along with them to tec the fight, 
when Chetca came to the place, he afked the 
foldicr, who was to be their executioner, whe¬ 
ther this office was what he was tiled t<, ? os 
whether this was the Iirfl time of his tiling his 
fword in that manner? and defiled-him to 
bring him that very fword with which he him- 
feif flew Cains. So he was happily killed at 

one 

vember, December, or javuaiv, md iu< it pwlrddy a 
few <iays after jan. 24th, and a few .lays Let ere the Ho¬ 
man Parentalia. 

8 I 
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one ftroke. But Lupus did net meet with fuch i 
good fortune in going out of the world, iince 
he was timorous, anil had many blows levelled ' 
at his neck, bec.uife he did not ftretch it out 
boldly [as lie ought to have done.] 

6. New a few days after this, as the pa- j 
rental lolemnitie., were jufl at hand, the Ro¬ 
man multitude made their ufual oblations to 
their leveral ghnfls, and put portions into the 
lire in honour of Cheren, and be&ught him to 
be merciful to them, and not continue bis j 
anger again ft them for their ingratitude. And 
this was the end of the life that Cherea came 
to. But for Sabinus, although Claudius not 
only fet him at liberty, hut gave him leave to 
retain his former command in the army, yet 
did lie think it would be unjuft in him to fail 
of performing his obligations to his fellow-con- 
federates; fo lie fell upon his fword, and kil- 
' led liimfelf, the wound reaching up to the very 
hilt of the fword.* 1 


C H A P. V. 


ffow Claudius rcflored to Agrippa bis Grand¬ 
father s Kingdoms, and augmented bis Do¬ 
minions ; and bow be pubifhed an Edict in 
Behalf of the 'Jews. 



OW when Claudius had taken out of 
the way all thole fokliers whom he 


fufpeclcd, which he did immediately, he pub¬ 
lifhed an edidt, and therein confirmed that 
kingdom to Agrippa, which Caius had give 
him, and therein commended the king highb „ 
He alfo made an addition to it, of all tha*" 
country over which Herod, who was his grand¬ 
father, had reigned, that is, Judea and Samaria j 
and this he reftored to him as due to his fami¬ 
ly. But for Abila f of Lyfanias, and all that 
lay at mount I. than us, he bellowed'them upon 
him, as out of his own territories. He alio 
made a league with this Agrippa, confirmed by 
oaths, in the middle of the forum, in the city 
of Rome ; he alfo took away from Antiochus 
that kingdom which he was podefied of, but 
gave him a certain part of Cilicia, and Corn- 
magena : he alfo fet Alexander Lyfimacbus, 
the alabarch, at liberty, who had been his old 
friend, and Reward to his mother Antonia, but 
had been impriloned by Caius, whole Ion [Mar¬ 
cus] married Bernice, the daughter of Agrippa. 
But when Marcus, Alexander’s fon, was dead, 
who had married her when flic was a virgin, 
Agrippa gave her in marriage to his brother 
Herod, and begged for him of Claudius the 
kingdom of Chalets. 

2. Now about this time there was a fedition 
between the Jews and the Greeks, at the city 
of Alexandria ; for when Caius was dead, the 

nation 


* It is both heir and elfewherc very remarkable, that 
she murderers of the \ili.fi tyrants, who yet highly de¬ 
ferred to die, wliep thofe murderers were under oaths, or 
Other the like obligations of fidelity to them, were ufii.tlly 
revenged, am! the mimhrers were cut off themfelves, and 
that after a remarkable manner; and this fometimes, as 
ill the prefectt cafe, by thofe vity perfons who were not i 
forry for fuch murders, Lnt got kingdoms hy them. The ! 
examples are very numerous both in fac’vd and profane j 
hi fiords, and fectn generally indications of.divine ven¬ 
geance on At h murderers. Nor i- it unworthy of re¬ 
mark, that fuch murderers of tyrants do itufuuilyon fuch , 
ill principles, in fuch a cruel manner, and is tody to 
involve the innocent with tlie guilty, which was the cafe j 
here, chrtp, i. j 14. and chap. ii. § 4. as juUlv ddtrved ! 
the divine vengeance upon them. Which teems to have j 
b<ten tire tafe of Jehu alfo, when, betid the houfc of : 
Ahab, for whofe Daughter he had a coTpuiihon from God, 1 
“without any fuch corn million, any juilice or commifera- J 
Tton, he killed Ahab’s great men, and acquaintance, and \ 
prieds, and lorty-two of the kindred of Ahav.iah, i Kings I 


x. 11, 13, 14. See Ilof. j. 4. T <!o not mean here to 
condemn F.hurf, or Judith, or the like executioners of 
God's vengeance on thofe wicked tyrants, who had un~ 
juflly opprefled God’s own people, under their theocracy ; 
who, as they appear dill to have had no felltlh dcfgns, 
nor intentions to flay the innocent, fo had they dill a di¬ 
vine conunillion, or a divine impuhe, which was their 
commilhort for what they did. Judg. tit. 15, 19, 20. 
Judith ix. 2. Ted. Levi, j 5. in Authent. Rec. pag. 312. , 
Sec alfo pag. 432. 

-)■ litre St Luke is in fome metifure confirmed, when 
he informs us, chap. iii. 1. that Lyfanias was fome time 
before tetravcli of Abilene, whofe ctpital was Abila; as 
he is farther confirmed byPtoJemy, the great geographer, 
which Spanhcim here obferves, when he cads that city 
Abita of I.yJ'anias. See the note on B. XVII. chap. xi. § 4. 
and I’rid. at the years 3$ and 22. I edeem this principality 
to have belonged .to the land of Canaan originally, K> have 
been the burying-place of Abel, and referred to ds fuch. 
Matt, xxiih 35. Luke xi. 51. See Authent. Rec. Part II. 
p. 883,-885. 
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nation of the Jews, which had been very much 
mortified under the reign of Caiu3, and reduced 
very great diftrefies by the people of Alex¬ 
andria, recovered itlelf, and immediately took 
• up their arms to light for themfclves. So 
Claudius fent an 'order to the prelident of E* 
gypt, to quiet that tumult: he alfo fent an 
edict, at therequefts of king Agrippa and king 
Herod, both to Alexandria and to Syria, whole 
contents were as follow : “ Tiberius Claudius 
Curiar, Auguflus, Gerrnantcus, high-pried and 
tribune of the people, ordains thus : Since 
l am allured that the Jews of Alexandria, cal¬ 
led Alexandrians , have been joint inhabitants 
in the carried times with the Alexandri ms, and 
have obtained from their kings equal privileges 
with them, as is evident by the public records 
that arc in their polTellion, and the cdidls them- 
felves j and that after Alexandria had been lubr 
jedt to our empire by Augullus, their rights and 
privileges have been preferved by thole profi¬ 
cients who have at divers times been fent thi¬ 
ther ; and that no dilputes had been raifed 
about thole rights and privileges, even when 
Aquila was governor of Alexandria ; and that 
when the Jewifh ethnarch was dead, Augullus 
did not prohibit the making fuch cthnarchs, as 
willing that ail men Ihould he lb fubjedt [to 
the Romans] as to continue in the obferva- 
tion of their own culloms, and not be forced 
to tranfgrefs the ancient rules of their own 
country religion ; but that, in the time of Cai- 
us, the Alexandrians became infolent towards 
jhe Jews that were among them, which Caius, 
out of his great madnefs* and want of under- 
flanding, reduced the nation of the Jews very 
low, becaufe they would not tranfgrefs the re¬ 
ligious worfhip of their country, and call him 
a god. I will, therefore, that the nation of the 
Jews he not deprived of their rights and privi¬ 
leges, on account of the madnefs of Caius; 
hut that thofe rights and privileges, which they 
formerly enjoyed, be preferved to them,, and 

* This form was fo known and freqnent among the 
Roman’s, as-Dr Hudfon here tell# us, from rhe great Sd- 
een, that it ufed to be thus reprefented at the bottom of 
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that they may continue in their own cndomS’ 
And I charge both panic; to ttke very great 
care that no troubles may aide after the pro¬ 
mulgation of this edict.” ■> 

p And fuch were tlie contents a r ibis cbic! 
on behalf of the Jews, that v/.e. ient'to Alex¬ 
andria. But the edibl that was fent into the 
other parts of the habitable earth was thy; which 
follows: “ Tiberius Claudius Carinr, Auguring, 
Germanicus, high-ptiell, tribune ol the people, 
chofen conful the ierond time, 01 da in:; tints: 
Upon the j*ctition of king Agrippa and hang 
iicrod, who are perfons very dear to me, that 
I would grant the fame rights ami privileges 
Ihould he preferved to the jews which are in 
all the Roman empiie, which I have granted 
to thole at Alexandria, I very willingly com¬ 
ply therewith ; and this grant l make, ,not on¬ 
ly for the fake of the petitioners, but as judging 
thofe Jews, for whom I have been petitioned, 
worthy of fuch a favour, on account of their 
fidelity and friemlihip to the Romans. 1 think 
it alio very jull, that no Grecian city Ihould be 
deprived of fuch rights and privileges, fincc 
they were preferved to them under the great 
Augullus. It will, therefore, he fit to permit 
the Jews, who are in all the world under us, 
to keep their ancient culloms, without being 
hindered ft> to do. And 1 do now charge them 
alfo to ufc this my kindnefs to them with mo¬ 
deration, and not to fhew a contempt of the 
fuperditious obfervanccs of other nations, hut 
to keep their own laws only. And I will, th 
this decree of mine he engraven on tables by 
the magillrafes of the cities, and colonies, and 
municipal places, both thofe within Italy, and 
thofe without it, both kings and governors, by 
the means of their amhafladois ; and to have 
them cxpoled to the public lor full thiity days, 
in fuch a place,* whence it may plainly be. 
read from the ground.” 

C H A P. 

their edifls by the 'naial letters on Jr, U. D. P. R, /.. /’. 
Utulc De Plano Refit l.t^t Pu/Jit. “ Whence it may plaiu- 
ly be read from the giuurul.” 
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What Things were dime by Drrifpa at \Jerufa- i 
/<?//, vfen he wa\ returned bath into 'Judea: 
and what it was that Petrnuius wrote to the 
Inhabitants of Dari r, in Di half of the Jews. • 

§ i.'fVJOW Claudius (.Afar, by thefe decrees 
i. h of his which were lent to Alexandria, 
and to all the habitable earth, made known 
what opinion lie had of the Jews. So he loon 
lent Agrippa away, to take his kingdom, now 
he was advanced to a more illullrious dignity 
than before, and lent letters to the prehdents j 
and procuratois of the provinces, that they j 
Ihould tre it him very kindly. Accordingly he 
returned in Italic, as was likely lie would, now j 
he returned in io muJi giv.tcr prolperity than ! 
he had before, lie aho came to Jcrnfaletn, 
and offered all the laeriftces that belonged to 
him, and omitted nothing *' which the law re¬ 
quired ; on which account he ordained that 
many of the Nazarites Ihould have their heads 


! great foever they are, may fall; and that tliofe 
, that fall may gain their former illullrious dig-' 
j nity again. ^ 

2 . And, when Agrippa had entirely finifh- 
cd all the duties of the divine worihip, he re¬ 
moved Theophilus, the fon of Ananus, from 
the high prieilhood, and bellowed that honour 
of his on Simon, the ion of Boethus, whole 
name was alfo Canthcras , whole daughter king 
Herod had married, as I have related above. 
Simon, therefore, had the [high] prieilhood 
with his brethren, and with his lather, in like 
manner as the Ions of Simon, the fon of Onias, 
who were three, had it formerly under the go- 
! vernment of the Macedonians, as we have rc- 
S lated in a former book. 

i y. Wiikn the king had fettled the high 
prieilhood after this manner, he returned the 
kindnefs which the inhabitants of jemfjlem 
i had Ihewn him ; lor he relealed them from 
the tax upon houfes, every one of which paid 
it before, thinking it a good thing to requite 
1 the tender aftcdlion of thole that loved him. 


fhorn. And lor the golden chain which had j lie alfo made Silas the general of his forces, 
been given him by Caius, of equal weight with j as a man who had partaken with him in many 
that iron chain wherewith his royal hands had t of his troubles. But after a very little while, 
been bound, he hung it up within the limits of the young men of Doris, preferring a rafh at- 
the temple, over the lrealuvy,t that it might tempt before piety, and being naturally bold 
be a memorial of the fevere fate he had lain un- and infolcnt, carried a ftatue of Cacfar into a 
tier, and a tellimonv ot his change for the bet- fynagogue of the Jews, and ercdled it there, 
ter ; that it might he a Jemonllration how the ; This procedure of theirs greatly provoked A- 
greitell prolperity may have a fall, and that grippa ; for it plainly tended to the difiblution 
(!od lumctim.es raifes up what is fallen down : of the laws of his country. So he came with- 
lor this chain thus dedicated afforded a docu- out delay to Publius Petronius, who was then 
meat to all men, that king Agrippa had been , preiident of Syria, and accufed the people of 
once hound in a chain lor a fmail cattle, hut Doris. Nor did he lefs relent what was done' 
recovered his former dignity again ; and a lit- I than did Agrippa ; for he judged it a piece of 
tie while altcrWard got out of his bonds, and ■ impiety to tranfgrefs the laws that regulate the 
was advanced to hr a more illullrious king than actions of men. So he wrote the following 
he was below. Whence men may underffmd, letter to the people of Doris, in an angry ftrain : 
tli.it all th.at partake ol human nature, how | “ Pub- 

Jofephus (hen boi 1 - hem,, and chap. vii. *3. tiytkc I behaviour before he died, both in Adis xii. 1, 2, 3. and 
lui'l a lnuch.givaier ojitni.ni ot Ling Agrippa i. than hi- here, chap. iv. § x. will juflify or allow, lafephus’s 
•non the 1 c c.iicd rahbt, rh.ui the people ot Ciclurca ami character was probably taken from his fon A^tippa jun. 
Scballe, < hap. vii. f a. and chap. y. § 1. and indeed f '1 his treafurv-chamber teems to have been the very 
dun his dm.ok dr.mug between the Ic'ite ami Claudius, fame in which our Saviour taught, and where the*people 
chap. iv. h. than his daughter of James, the brother of * offered their charity-money for the repairs or other ufes of 
J ■-!*”> tnd hi: Apr formic r,; of Peter, or his vain-glorio.us j; the temple. Mark xii.' 41, gcc. Lukcxxi. 1. John viii. 20. 
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"A Puljlius Petronius, the prefflent under Ti- " 
berius Claudius Ctefir Auguftas Germ miens, 
fin the magi grates of Doris, ordain? as follows: 
Since home of yon have hid the boldnefs, or 
hrudnds rather, after the edibt of Claudius 
C.efar Auguftus Germanicua was publilhed, 
for permitting the Jews to obferve the laws of 
their country, not to obey the lame, hut have 
ailed in entire opposition thereto, as forbid¬ 
ding the Jews to allemhlc together in their 
fyntgogur, By removing Cx*lar’s flattie, and 
felling is up therein, and thereby have o‘lead¬ 
ed not only the Jews, but the emperor hi mi elf, 
whole llitue is more commodioully placed in 
Ids own temple, than in a foreign one, where 
is the place of aifembling together 3 while it is 
hut a part of natural jufxicc, that every one 
fhould have the power over the plaices belong¬ 
ing peculiarly to themfelvei, according to the 
determination of CxTar ; to fay nothing of my 
own determination, which it would lie ridicu¬ 
lous to mention after the emperor’s cdifl, which 
pives the lews leave to make ufe of their own 

O D 

cufloms, as ailb gives order, that they enjoy 
equally the rights of citizens with the Greeks 
fhemlelves. 1 tliercfore ordain, that Procuhts 
Vitellius, the centurion, bring thole men to me, 
who, contrary to AuguPtus’s edit'd, have been . 
fo infolent as to do this thing, at which thole 1 
very men, who appear to he of principal repu- ; 
tation among them, have an indignation alio, 
and alledge for themfelves, that it was not 
done with their confent, but by the violence 
.of the multitude, that they may give an ac¬ 
count of what hath been clone. I alio exhort 
the principal magillrates among them, unlefs 
tlicy have a mind to have this aflion clleemed 
to be clone with their confent, to inform the 
centurion of thofc that were guilty of it, and ; 
take care that no handle be hence taken for ! 
railing a ledhion or quarrel among them; which ' 
thole feem to me to hunt after, who encourage j 
fitch doings ; while both I myfelf, and king A- | 
grippa, for whom I have the highell honour, j 
have nothing more under our care, than that j 
the nation of the Jews may have no occafion J 
given them of getting together, under the pre- j 
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I therefore charge you, that you do not, for the 
time to come, leek lor any ocealion of 1 edit ion 
or diilurhance, hut that every one he allowed 
j to follow their own icligious cuilnm-;.” 

; 4. Tn t/r, did Petronius take care of this mat¬ 

ter, that Inch a breach of the law might be 
' corrected, and that no Inch thing might he at¬ 
tempted afterwards againft the Jews. And now 
king Agrippa took the [high] pried hood away 
j from Simon Cmtheras, ami put Jonathan, the 
| Ion of Ananus, into it again, and owned, that 
he was more worthy of that dignity than tire 
other. But this was not a tiling acceptable to 
him, to recover that his former dignity. So 
he refilled it, and laid, “ () king, 1 rejoice in 
the honour thou hall lor me, and take it kind¬ 
ly, that thou won id (l give mflitch a dignity of 
thy own inclinations, although God hath jud¬ 
ged that 1 am not at ail worthy of the high 
priefthood. I am finished with having once 
put on the iucrcd 'garments ; for ! then put 
them on after a more holy manner, than f 
Ihould now receive them again. Hut if thou 
delirefl, that a perfon more worthy than my¬ 
felf fhould have this honourable employment, 
give me leave to name thee Inch an one. 1 
have a brother, that is pure from all iin ag drift 
God, and of all offences againft thvfelf; I re¬ 
commend him to thee, as one that is -fit for 
this dignity.” So the king was pleafed with 
thefe words of his, and paffed by Jonathan, 
and, according to Ids brother’s delire, bellowed 
the high priefthood upon Matthias. , Nor was 
it long before Marcus fuccceded Petronius as 
prefident of Syria. 

8 K CHAP, 
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C I-I A P. XU. j| 

Concerning S this, and on what Account it was jj 
that J\>fU’ Agrippa was am>ry at him. How |j 
y/jrrif/m began In encompafs j'crufalan with j 
a 1 Va/i ; and what Hear jits he b flowed on the 
Inhabitants of Jjeryttis. j 

§ i.TV'" 0 \V Silas, the general of the king’s 
horl'e, been ufo he had hcen faithful 
to him under all his misfortunes, and had never 
refuted to he a partaker with him in any of his 
dangers, hut had oftentimes undergone the moll 
hazardous pains for him, was full of aiTurancc, 
and thought he might expeft a fort of equality 
with the king, on account of the firnuicls of tiie 
iriendfhip he had fhewn to him. According¬ 
ly he would no where let the king fit as his fu- 
perior, and took the like liberty in fpcaking to 
him upon all oecafions ; till he became trouble¬ 
some to the king, when they w r ere merry to¬ 
gether, extolling himfelf beyond meafure, and 
often putting the king in mind of the feverity 
of fortune he had undergone, that he might, 
by way of oftentation, demonftratc what: zeal 
he had fhewn in his fervice; and was conti¬ 
nually harping upon this firing, what pains he 
had taken for him, and much enlarged hill up¬ 
on that fubjedh *Fhe repetition of this fo fre¬ 
quently leemed to reproach the king, infomuch 
that he took this ungot ernable liberty of talking 
very ill at his handle For the commemoration 
of times, when men have been under ignomi¬ 
ny, is by nc means agreeable to them ; and he 
is a very filly man, who is perpetually relating 
to a perfon what kindnefles lie had done him. 
At laft, therefore, Silas had fo thoroughly pro¬ 
voked the king’s indignation, that he a died ra¬ 
ther out of p dhon than good confederation, and 
did not only turn Silas out of his place, as gc- - 
neral of his horfe, hut lent him in bonds into 
his own country. But the edge of his angdr 
wore off by length of time, and made room for 
more juft rtafonings as to his judgment about 
this man, and he conftdered how many labours ' 
he had undergone for his fake. So when A- 
grippa was iolernnizing his birth-day, and he | 


gave feftival entertainments to all his fu trie bis’ 
lie font for Silas on the hidden to be his gueft. 
But, as he was a very frank man, he though* 
he had now a juft handle given him to be an¬ 
gry ; which he could not conceal from thofe 
that came for him, but faid to them, “ What 
honour is this the king invites me to, which 1 
conclude will foon be over ? For the king hath 
not let me keep thofe original maiks of the 
good-will I bore him, which I once had from 
him ; but he hath plundered me, and that un~ 
jiillly alfo. Does he think, that I can leas e oil 
that liberty of fpecch, which, upon the con- 
feiouinefs of my deferts, 1 fhall ufc more loud¬ 
ly than before, and fhall relate how many mif- 
fortunes I have delivered him from ? how ma¬ 
ny labours I have undergone for him, whereby 
1 procured, him deliverance and refpecl ? as a 
reward for which I have borne the hardfhips of 
bonds, and a dark prifon. I fhall never forger 
this ufage. Nay, perhaps my very foul, when 
it is departed out of the body, will not forget 
the gloiious adions I did on his account.” 
This was the clamour he made, and he order¬ 
ed the meffengers to tell it to the king. So he 
perceived, that Silas was incurable in his folly, 
and dill differed him to lie in prifon. 

2. As for the walls of Jerufalem, that were 
adjoining to the new city [Bezetha] he repair¬ 
ed them at the expence of the public, and built 
them wider in breadth, and higher in altitude; 
and he had made them too ftrong for all hu¬ 
man power to demolifh, unlcfs Marcus, the 
then prefident of Syria, had by letters inform¬ 
ed Claudius Cafar of what he was doing. And, 
when Claudius had feme fufpicion of attempts 

| for innovation, he fent to Agrippa to leave oft* 
the building of thofe walls prefently. So he 
obeyed, as not thinking it proper to contradict 
Claudius. 

3. Now this king was by nature very bene¬ 
ficent, and liberal in his gifts, and very ambi¬ 
tious to oblige people with fuch large donations • 
and he made himfelf very illuftrious by the 
many chargeable prefents he made them., He 
took delight in giving, and rejoiced in living 

! - with 
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.with good reputation. He was not at all like 
that Herod who reigned before him ; for that 
(Herod was.ill-natured, and fcverc in his pun¬ 
ishments, and had no mercy on them that he 
hated : and every one perceived, that he was 
more friendly to the Greeks than to the Jews ; 
for he adorned foreign cities with large prefents 
in money ; with building them baths and thea¬ 
tres befidcs ; nay, in feme of thole places he 
ercfled temples, and porticoes in others; but 
he did not vouchfafe to raife one of the lead 
edifices in any Jewi£h city, or make them any 
donation that was worth mentioning. But A- 
grippa’s temper was mild, and equally liberal 
to all men. He was humane to foreigners, and 
made them fallible of his liberality. He was 
in like manner rather of a gentle and coinpaf- 
iionate temper. Accordingly he loved to live 
continually at Jerufalem, and was exatlly care¬ 
ful in the obfervance of the laws of his country. 
He therefore kept himfclf entirely pure ; nor 
did any day pals over his head without its ap¬ 
pointed facrifiec. 

4. However, there was a certain man of 
the Jewifh nation, at Jerufalem, who appear¬ 
ed to be very accurate in the knowledge of the 
law. His name was Simon. This man got 
together an atlembiy, while the king' was ahlent 
at & Cxfaria, and had the infolcncc to accufe 
him as not living holily, and that he might 
juflly he excluded out of the temple, fince it 
belonged only to native Jews. But the gene¬ 
ral of Agrippa’s army informed him, that Si¬ 
mon had made fuch a fpcech to the people. 
So the king lent for him ; and, as he was then 
fitting in the theatre, he hid him fit down by 
him, and laid to him with a low and gentle 
voice “ What is there done in this place that 
is contrary to the law ?” But he had nothing 
to fay for hirnfelf, hut begged his pardon. So 
the king was more eafdy reconciled to him than 
one could have imagined, as efteeming mild- 
nefs a better quality in a king than anger; and 
knowing, that moderation is moie becoming 
in grtat men than paflion. So lie 'made Simon 
a frnall prefent, and difmiffed him. 

* A grange number of condemned criminals to be un- 


v Now, a : . Agrippa was a go-it thuJiicjf m 
manv places, he p.tid a pconlhu regard to tut 
people oi Berytus. ; lor he a t. d .1 theatre lev 
them, itiperior to man} otha oi boio 

in lumptiioufncf, and clegatu e, at. alio an 
amphitheatre, built at call e:q eiice f ; and, Ik 
lido? thefe, lie built them baths and port icoo , 
and Ipired for no rods 10 an/ td !•’< edihc<\,, 
to render them both h tnulomc a:.d large. I h*- 
alio (pent a great deal upon their w!ik aikm,and 
exhibited ihews upon them, and brought tin 
ther mufieiam. of all forts, and iuch as mad- 
the moll delightlul mum oi the gra.H ft variety. 
He ;dfo f!\ewed ho. ’-agnihi once upon In., 
theatre. In his great mini ha: ol 4-.tdi.H0rs; and 
there it was that he exhibited the levered am..* - 
gonifts, in order to pleaie the Ipatlators; no 
fewer indeed then ieven hundred men to light 
with feven hundred other men ;* and allotted’ 
all the malefactors lie liad for this exercile, 
that hotli the malefactors might receive their 
punifhment, and that this operation of war 
might be a recreation in peace. And thus, 
were thefe criminals all deltroyed at once. 


C. II A P. VIII. 

JVhat other sifts were done by slgrippa until his 
Death ; and ajtcr what Manner he died. 

§ 1. T |711 BN Agrippa had finifhed what I 
v t have above related at Bcrytus, lie 
removed to Tiberias, a city of Galilee. Now 
he was in great ellecm among other kings ; 
Accordingly there came to him Antiochus, 
king of Commagcna, Sampligeramus, king of 
Emefa, and Cotvs, who was king of the Lcifcr 
Armenia, and Polemo, who was king of I’on- 
tus, as alfo Herod his brother, who was king 
of Chains. All thefe he treated with agreeable- 
entertainments, and after an obliging manner, 
and fo as to exhibit the greatnefs of his mind, 
and fo as to appear worthy of thofe refpe&s 
which the kings paid to him, hv opining thus 
to fee him. However, while thefe kings ftiad 

with 

der tlic fcntencc of death at once; no feyver, it fear:.,, 
than 1400. 
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with him, Marcus, the proficient of Syria, 
come thither. So the king, in order to pre- 
ierve the refpedt that was due to the Romans, 
went out,of the city to meet him as far as levcn 
furlongs. But this proved to he the beginning 
of a difference between him and Marcus; for 
be took with 1dm, in bis chariot, thofe otlier 
kings as bis ulVcfUirn. But M a tv us had a iulpi- 
cion what the tneaning could be of ib great a 
i'riendtbip of thde kings one with another, and 
did not think fuclofcan agreement of fo many 
-potentates lobe for the intercflof the Romans. 
He therefore lent ionic of his domefties to 
every one of them, and injoined them to go 
I licit* wavs home without farther delay. This 
was very ill taken by Agrippa, who after that 
became his enemy. And now he took the 
high pricllhood avvav fiom Matthias, and made 
hlioncus, the fun of tlaniheras, high prieft in 
iiis Head. 

2. Now, when Agrippa had reigned three 
a- cars over all Judea, he came to the city C:r- 
iavea, which was formerly called Strata's 
Taivcr ; and there lie exhibited ihews in ho¬ 
nour of CM’ar, upon his being informed that 
there was a certain feflival celebrated to make 
vows for his fafety. At. which feflival a great 
multitude was gotten together of the principal 
perfons, and fuch as vcieof dignity through 
ids province. On the fecond day of which 
ihews 1m put on a garment made wholly of ; 


fiver, and of a contexture truly wonderful, 
and came into tire theatre early in the morning ; 
at which time the filver of his garment, being/ 
illuminated by the fir ft reflection of the fun’s 
rays upon it, flume out after a furprifmg man¬ 
ner, and was fo refplcndcnt' as to fpread an 
horror over thole that looked intently upon 
i him ; and prefently his flatterers cried cur, one 
from one place, and another from another 
(though not for his good) That “ he was a 
| god and they added, “ Be thou merciful to 
us ; for although we have hitherto reverenced 
! tlice only as a man, yet flnll we henceforth 
own thee as fuperior to mortal nature.” Up- 
ou this the king did neither rebuke them, nor 

I . # O 7 

reject their impious flattery. But, as he piv- 
leutly afterward looked up, he faw an owl : 
fitting, on a certain rope, over his head, and 
immediately underftood, that this bird was the 
mefiengcr of ill tidings, ns it had once been the 
meftenger of good tidings to him ; and fell in¬ 
to the deepeft fc.rrow. A lev ere pain alfo a- 
iofe in his belly, and began in a mbft violent 
manner. He therefore looked upon his friends, 

; and faid, “ I, whom you call a god, am com- 
j manded prefently to depart this life : while 
i Providence tints reproves the lying words you 
[juft now laid to me ; and 1, who was by you 
called inmorjal, am immediately to be hurried 
away by death. But I am bound to accept 

of 


* We h;n->- a -might v civ made line hv fonie critics, is 
i! i]ie *rj, .it i uc.'l'iiL' k.ui <m ptti pof* Ldfifiecl tins .u count 
Icvplius, (•> as to tv.ike it agree with the parallel ac- 
t 'i ns in tl.e Av'ts of the ApNUcs; bet-null the prdent 
i.M>;cs ( f; i. ciutii-n of u, ltiii. F.cclef. Jk II. tit. x. omit 

tic wo,vl, /i 'jur.fit! - ,ri , v.'c.v tin,is, t. c. i.n cwl—,n a 

. • tun /••• v, v. 1 1 it *. jofcplius-s prdlnt copies retain, and 
i•.*•>** hy\r tlr: i . phc. >toi v v, ml, u^gthn, or angt !; as ii 
be n.uvnt that /./ -7 of th 1 -which St Luke mentions 
(fnitin;* ]J.-kkI, A- is xii. u,. and not that owl which 
ion*ohlis calls :m ur’ct ot nigcr j n.ierty C> good, tut rmt< 

. ' r/ct.-i, to A;; r. ops. This accifation is a fomewhat 
• ■;,,»i ;*; one in the call of die great liufehius, m ho is 
Itjuwu to !uu in accurately and faithfully .produced a 
v •! number of other ancient records, and particularly 
ot a tiff out of our Jofcphcs aifo, -without any fufpicion 
t.f iweHrii-atitm. Now, no. to allodge how uncertain we 
vhtti-or Jofeplnts’fi and Fufcbius’s copies of the 
5 mrd. c itturv wt:.- juft like the pttfent in this c-lauft;. 


which we have no diftinA evidence of, the following 
ords, prekrved (till in Jiufebius, will not admit of any 
fuch cxponlion. Ibis \J>ird~\ fays Eufcbius, Agrippa prc~ 
fcntly perceived to be the cuufe of ill fortune, ns it was o/nc of 
»r: cd fortune to him ; which can only belong to that bird, 
the owl, which, as it had formerly foreboded his luppv 
deliverance from iniprifoTiment, Aiitk]. B. XVIII. di. vi. 
§ 7• fn was it then foretold to prove afterward the unhap. 
py forerunner of his death in five days time. If the im¬ 
proper word aition, or taufr, be changed for Jofcphuds 
proper word aggelvn, angst, or mtffcnger, and the foregoing 
words, IkUhotia — epi clxiniou tinas, be inferred, liufc'biud; 
test will truly reprefent that in Jofephus, Had this im- 
perfeedion been in feme heathen author, that wa-s .-hfe good 
eileem with our modern critics, they would have* readily 
corrected thefe, as barely errors in the copies; but being 
in an ancient Chridian writer, not fo well rdifhrd by 
thole critics, nothing will ferve but the ill-grounded fup- 
pofal of toilful corruption and prevarication. 
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of what Providence allots, as it pleafes God ; 
for i”'!, have by no means lived 511 , but in a 
fplcndid arSd happy manner.” When he faid 
this, his pain was become violent. Accord¬ 
ingly he was carried into the palace; and the 
rumour went abroad every where, that he 
would certainly die in a little time. But the 
'multitude prcfently fat in lackcloth, with their 
reives and children, after the law of their coun¬ 
try, and befought God for the king’s recovery. 
All places were alfo full of mourning and la¬ 
mentation. Now the king relied in an high 
chamber, and, as he faw them below lying 
proflrate on the ground, he.could not himfelf 
forbear weeping. And, when he had been 
quite worn out by the pain in his belly for five 
days, he departed this life, being in the fifty- 
fourth year of his age, and in the feventh year 
of his reign ; for he reigned four years under 
Caius Crefar, three of them were over Philip’s 
retrarchy only, and on the fourth lie had that of 
-.Herod added to it ; and he reigned, befidcs 
thofe, three years under the reign of Claudius 
Ctefar. In which time, he reigned over the 
fore mentioned countries, and alfo had Judea 
added to them, as well as Samaria and Cscfarca.. 
The revenues that he received out of them 
were very great, no lefs than twelve millions * 
of drachmae. Yet did he borrow great fums 
from others ; for he was fo very liberal, that 
his expences exceeded his incomes, and his 
generality was boundlefs.f 

3. But, before the multitude were made 
acquainted with Agrippa’s being expired, Her¬ 
od, the king of Chalcis, and Helcias, the mailer 
of his horfe, and the king’s friend, fent Ariflo, 
one of the Icing’s moll faithful fervants, and 
Hew Silas, who had been their enemy, as if it 
had been done by the king’s own command. 

* This fum of .12,000,000 drachmae, which k equal 
fo 3,000,000 fhekels, i. e. at is. lod. a fhekel, equal to 
425,000!. (Idling, was Agrippa the Great’s yearly in¬ 
come, or about three quarters of his grandfather Herod’s 
income ; he having abated the tax upon houfes at Jcrufa- 
Icm, ch. vi. § 3. atui was not fo tyrannical as he had been 
to the Jews. See the note on Antiq. B. XVII. ch. xi. $ 4. 
A large fcim this ! but not, it feems, fufEcient for hi* 
extravagant expences. 

t Reland takes notice here, not improperly, that Jofe- 


C H A r. IX. 

JJ hat 'Things r ivcrr (/-me rf'tcr th: .Death of X- 
rrippn ; and hniv Claudius , or ah'tQUUt of 
lhe ) outh and Unfk'dfilncfs r/X lift '{'f?, juth 
font Cnfph’.s Fadns in hr. Procurator < f fudra, 
and of that entire I/ingJ,.m. 

§ 1. A ND thus did king Agrippa depart 
X jL this life. But he left behind him a 
i fon, y/gnf'po by name, a vouth in the fevers.- 
tcentis year of his age, and three daughters; 
one of which, Bernice, was married to Herod, 
his father’s brother, and was lixtecn years old; 
the other two, Mariamne and Druiilla, were 
: Hill virgins; the former was ten years old, and 
Drufilla fix. Now, thefe his daughters were thus 
j efpoufed by their father; Mariamne to Julius 
j Archelaus Epiphanes, the fon of Antiochus, 

! the fon of Chelcias, and Drufilla to the king 
I of Commagena. But, when it was known that 
I Agrippa was departed this life, the inhabitants 
of Csefarea and of fiebalte forgot the kindnefies 
he had bellowed on them, and a tied the parts 
of tire bittcreft enemies ; for they call fuch re¬ 
proaches upon the deceafed as are not fit to be 
fpoken of; and fo many of them as were then 
foldiers, which were a great number, went to 
his houfe, and hallily carried of}' the Hatties^ 
of this king’s daughters, and all at once car¬ 
ried them into the brothel-houfes, and when 
they had fet them on the tops of thofe houfes, 
they abufed them to the uttnoft of their power, 
and did fuch things to them as are indecent to 
be related. They alfo laid themlelves down in 
public places, and celebrated general leadings, 
with garlands on their heads, and with oint¬ 
ments and libations to Charon, and thinking 

to 

phus omits the reconciliation of this Ilerod-Agrippa to 
the Tyrians and Sidotiians, by the means oi Bluflus, the 
king’s chamberlain, mentioned Acts \ii. 2o. Nor is there 
any hiftory in the world to complete, as to omit nothing 
that other hittonans take notice of, unlrfs the one be 
taken out of the other, and accommodated to it. 

J 1’hotius, who made an extract of this feel ion, fay3, 
they were not the flatties or images, but the ladies thtm- 
felvea, which were thus bafcly abufed by the foidiers. 
Cod. CCXXXVI 1 I. 

8 L 
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to one another for joy that the king was ex¬ 
pired. Nay, they were not only unmindful 
of Agrippa, who had extended his liberality to 
them in abundance, but of his grandfather 
Herod alfo, who had hitnielf rebuilt their cities, 
and had railed them havens and temples at 
raft expcnccs. 

2. Now Agrippa, the foil of the deceafed, 
was at Rome, and brought up with Claudius 
Csefar. And when Carl a r was informed that 
Agrippa was dead, and that the inhabitants of 
Sebafle and Crefarea bad abuled liim, lie was 
forry for the iirft news, and was dii'pleafed at 
the ingratitude of thole cities. lie was there¬ 
fore ilifpoled to fend Agrippa junior away pre- 
1 'ently to fucceed his. father in the kingdom, 
and was willing to confirm him in it by his oath. 
But thofe freed-men and friends of his, who 
had the greateft authority with him, difluaded 
him from it, and laid. That “ it was a danger¬ 
ous experiment to permit in large a kingdom to 
come under-the government of lo young a man, 
and one hardly yet arrived at years of diferetion, 
who would not be able to take luffieient care of 
its adminiflration ; while the weight of a king¬ 
dom is heavy enough to a grown man.” So 
Ofar thought what they faid to be realbnablc. 


OF THE JEWS. 

Accordingly he fent Cufpius Fadus to he pro¬ 
curator of Judea, and of the entire kingdom, 
and paid that relpect to the dteeafe i, as not it' 
introduce Marcus, who had been at variance 
with him, into his kingdom. But he deter¬ 
mined, in the fir ft place, to fend orders to F.;~ 
dus, that he lliould chaflife the inhabitants oi 
Caefarea and Seballe lor thofe abides t!icv r had 
offered to him that was deceafed, and their 
madnefs toward his daughters that were Hill 
alive; and that he lliould remove that body oi 
foFliers that were at Ciefarea and Scbaftc, with 
the live regiments, into Pontus, that they might 
do their military duty there, and .that he lliould 
chufe an equal number of foldiers out of the 
Roman legions, that were in Syria, to fupply 
their place. Yet were not thofe that had Inch 
orders actually removed ; for, by lending am- 
bafladors to Claudius, they mollified him, and 
got leave to abide in Judea Hill ; and thefe 
were the very men that became the fource of 
very great calamities to the Jews in after times, 
and lowed the feeds of that war which began 
under Florus; whence it was, that, when Vef- 
pafian had fulxlued the country, he removed 
them out of his province, as we lhall relate 
hereafter.* 


This hiftory is now wanting. 


BOOK XX. 


Containing the Interval of Twenty-two Tears. 

[From Fadus, the Procurator, to Florus.] 


* 


C II A P. I. 


A Sedition of the Philadelphians again]! the 
Jews ; and alfo concerning the Vcf meats of 
the high Prie/ 1 . 


U PON the death of king Agrippa, 
which we have related in the 
foregoing book, Claudius Csefar 


j fent Caffius Longinus, as fucceflor to Marcus , 
j out of regard to the memory of king Agrippa, 
who had often defired of him bv letters, while, 
he was alive, that he would not fuffg# Marcus 
to he any.longer prelident of Syria. But Fa¬ 
dus, as foon as he was come procurator into 
j Judea, found quarrelfome doings between the 
I Jeus 
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Jews tint dwelt in Perea, and the people of j 
•Phi{w!clphiay about their borders, at a village I 
called A’l/'v' that was filled with men of a war¬ 
like temperfor the Jews of Perea had taken 
up arms without the conient of their principal j| 


men, and had defteoyed many of the Philadel¬ 
phians. When Pad us was informed of this 


pnice hire, it .provoked him very much, thit ; 
tliev had not left the determination of the mat¬ 
ter to him, if they thought that the Philadel¬ 
phians had done them any wrong, but had 
rathiy taken up arms againft them. So he 
lei zed upon three of their principal men, who 
were alto the caufes of this lcdition, and order¬ 
ed them to be bound, and afterward had one 
of them (lain, whofe name was Humubal, and j 
he banished the other two, Amrum and Elea- 
zar. Tholoiny allb, the archrobher, was, after 
tome time, brought to him hound, ami llain, ! 
hut not till he had done a world of milchief to j 
Idumea and the Arabians. And indeed, from j 
that time, [ruled was cleared oi robberies by 
the care and providence oi fauns, lie alio at 
this time font for the high prieils and the princi¬ 
pal citizens oi [eruialem, and this at the com¬ 
mands of the emperor, and admoniilied them, 
that they ihould lay up the long garment, and 
the lacred vcflment, which it is cudomary for 
no body hut the high pried to wear, in the 
tower of Antonia, that it might he under the 
power oi the Romans, as it had been iormerly. 
Now the [ews durlt not contradid what he 
had laid, hut deiired Fadus, however, and 
Longinus (which lull was come to Jerulalem, 
and had brought a great army with him, out 
of a fear that the [rigid] injundions oi fadus 
ihould force the Jews to rebel) that they might, 
in the iirft place, have leave to lend amhal- 
fadors to Crefar to petition him, that they may 
have the holy veflrnents under their own 
power, and that, in the next place, they 
would tarry till they knew what anfwer Claudi¬ 
us would give to that their requeft. So they 
replied, that they would give them leave to 
fend their amb tArdors, provided they would 
give thSm their Ions as pledges [for their peace¬ 
able behaviour.] And when they had agreed , 
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fo to do, and had given tliern the p.ulges they 
deitred, the atnb.tll.idors wete lent | v eonJing!'. 
But when, upon their coming to Rome, A- 
grippa junior, the I m < 1 the d . In [, undcr- 
ilood the vealon wire they came mr 1> d\.G: 
with Claudius Cadar, as we laid I..K u ) he he 
fought Cudar to grant the [cus iheir requeft 
about the holy vcdmenls, and to luul a mU- 
fage to f adus accordingly. 

2. Hj:ri;upon Claudius called for the ant- 
haffadors, and told them, That “ lie granted 
their requeft j” and hade them to return rhoi: 
thanks to king Agrippj for this favour, which 
had been bellowed on them upon his intreaty. 
And, befides thefe atil'wers of his, he iuit the 
following letter by them : “ Claudius (kvftir, 
Germanicus, tribune of the people the fifth 
time, and defgncd conlul the fourth time, and 
imperator the tenth time, the father of A A 
country, to the magistrates, fenate, and people, 
and whole nation of the jews, icmleth greet¬ 
ing. Upon the pref-ntation of your amlui- 
fadors to me by Agrippa, my fiend, whom I 
have brought up, and have now with me, and 
who is a perfon of very great piety, who me 
conic to give me thanks for the care I have 
taken of your nation, and to intreat me, in an 
earned and obliging manner, that they may 
have the holy vefnients, with the ctown be¬ 
longing to them, under their power ; I grant 
their requeft, as that excellent perfon Viteliius, 
who is very dear to me, had done before me. 
And I have complied with ycrnr delite, in the 
firft place, out of regard to that piety which j 
prolefs, and becauie I would have every one 
worfhip God according to the laws of their 
own country ; and this 1 do allb becaide L 
fliall hereby highly gratify king Herod, and 
Agrippa, junior, whole faered rcg.uds to me, 
and earned good-will to you, 1 am well ac¬ 
quainted with, and with whom 1 have the 
greateft iriendihip, and whom 1 highly cileem, 
and look on as perfons of the bed character. 
Now I have written about thefe affairs to 
Cufpius Fadus, mv procurator. The’ names 
of thofe that brought me your letter arc, Cor¬ 
nelius, 
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nelius, the Ton of Cero, Trypbo, the fon of 
'Ilieudio, Dorotheus, the fon of Nathaniel, and 
John, the fon of John. This letter is dated be¬ 
fore the fourth of the calends of July, when 
Rufus and Pompeius Sylvanus are confuls ” 

3 Herod alfo, the brother of the deceafcd 
Agrippa, who w.is then pofleffcd of'the royal 
authority over Chalcis, petitioned Claudius C;e- 
far for the authority over the temple, and the 
money of the facred treafure, and the choice 
of the high priefts, and obtained all that he pe¬ 
titioned for. So that after that time this au¬ 
thority continued among * all his defendants 
till the end of the war. Accordingly Herod 
removed the laft high prieft, called Ganthcras , 
and'beftowed that dignity on his fucceffor Jo- 
Teph, the fon of Camus. 


C H A P. II. 

■How Helena, the §>uecn of Adi abate, and her 
Son Izates embraced the fewijh Religion; 
and how Helena fupplted the Poor with Corn , 
when there was a great Famine at ferufalcm, 

§ i. \ BOUT this time it was that Helena, 
J~\. queen of Adiabene, and lier fon I- 
Zates changed their courfe of life, and embra¬ 
ced the Jewifh cuftoms, and this on the occa- 
fion following : Monobazus, the king of Adi¬ 
abene, who had alfo the name of Bazeus, fell 
in love with his filter Helena, and took her to 
• be his, wife, and begat her with child. But as 
he was in bed with her one night, he laid his 
han<,l upon his wife’s belly, and fell afleep, and 
feemed to hear a voice, which bid him take his 
hand off his wife’s belly, and not hurt the in¬ 
fant that was therein, which, by God’s provi¬ 
dence, would be fafely bom, and have an hap¬ 
py end. This voice put him into diforder.; lb 

t. 

* Here is fome error in the copies, or n;i fluke in Jofc- 
phus ; for the power of appointing high prieils, after He-V 
tod, king of Chtloi-v, was dead, and Agrippa junior was 
made king of Chalcis in his 100m, belonged to him, and 
he ejitUfilled the fame all along till Jerufalem was destroy¬ 
ed,., is Jofephus tlfew here informs chap, viih §_S, .u, 

•chap. ix. § t, 4, 7, 
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he’Awaked immediately, and told the florv to 
his wife; and when his fon was bom tI ,K ‘ail¬ 
ed him Hates, He had indeed iVtonobazus, 
his elder brother, by Helena alfo, as he had 
other fons by other wives befides. Yet did he 
openly place all his affections on this his only 
begotten f fon Izates, which was the origin of 
that envy which his other brethren, by the lame 
father, bore to him ; while on this account they 
hated him more and more, and were all under 
great affliction that their father fhould prefer 
Izates before them. Now although their father 
were very lenfible of thefe their paffions, yet 
did he forgive them, as not indulging thofe 
paffions out of an ill difpofition, but out of a 
defire each of them had to be beloved by then- 
father. However, he fent Izates, with many 
prefents, to Abennerig, the king of Charax- 
Spafini, and that out of the great dread he was 
in about him, left he fhould come to feme mil- 
fortune by the hatred his brethren bore him ; 
andffie committed his fon’s prelervation to him. 
Upon which Abennerig gladly received the 
young man, and had a great affedion for him ; 
and married him to his own daughter, whofe 
name was Samacha : he alfo bellowed a coun¬ 
try upon him, from which he received large 
revenues. 

2. But when Monobazus was grown okl, 
and faw that he had but a little time to live, he 
had a mind to come to the fight of his fon be¬ 
fore he died. So he fent for him, and em¬ 
braced him after the xnoft affedionate manner, 
and beftowed on him the country called Carrie ; 
it was a foil that bare amomum in great plenty: 
there are alfo in it ’the remains of that ark, 
wherein it is related that Noah efcaped the de¬ 
luge, and where they are ftili fhewn to fuch 
.as are defirous to fee them .X Accordingly I- 

zates 

$ Jofcphos here ufes the word nenogine, an only begoit, n 
Jm, for no other than one hji beloved, as docs both the 
Okl and Newt Teftametrt; 1 mean where there were one 
or more fons befides. Gen. atxii. a. Hebrews xi. 17. 
See the note oil B* ti eh. Hit $ 1. 

.} It is here very remarkable, that the remains of 
Noah's ark were believed to be ilili in being in the days of 
' Joi^jsfeds. d»e noteon B. I. chap. Hi. f 5. 
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Mtos abode in that country until his father’s 
dei'n. But the very day that MonobaZus 
dial, qu-en Helena lent for all the grandees 
end gov. rnois ol the kingdom, and lor thole 
that hid the armies committed to their com¬ 
mand ; and when they were come, die made 
the following Speech to them: “ I believe 
mu are not unacquainted that my hulb.md 
:s deArons I/ates fhouid fucceed him in the 
government, and thought him worthy fo to 
do. However,' I w r ait your determination ; for 
h ippy is he who receives a kingdom, not from 
a fmglc perlon only, but from the willing fuf- 
frages of a great many.” This Ihe faid in or¬ 
der to trv thofe that were invited, and to dis¬ 
cover their fentiments. Upon the hearing of 
which, they firfL of all paid their homage to 
the queen, as their cuflom was, and then they 
laid. That “ they confirmed the king’s deter¬ 
mination, and would fuhmit to it; and they re¬ 
joiced that Izates’s father had preferred him be¬ 
fore the reft of his brethren, as being agreeable to 
all their wifhes: but that they were defirous 
firft of all to fay his brethren and kinfmen, 
that fo the government might come fecurely to 
Tzates; becaufe, if they were once deftfoyed, 
all that fear would be Over, which might a- 
rife from their hatred and envy to him.” He¬ 
lena ftplied to this, That “ fhe returned them 
lier thanks for their kindnefs to herfelf, and to 
Tzates; but defired that they would however 
defer the execution of this daughter of Izates’s 
brethren till he fhouid be there himfelf, and give 
his approbation to it.” So, fince thdfe men had 
not prevailed with her, when they advifed her 
to flay them, they exhorted her at leaflt to keep 
them in bonds till he fhouid come, and that for 
their own Fecurity; they alfogave her counfelto 
let up fome one whom fhe could put the greateft 
truft in, as a governor of the kingdom in the 
meantime. So queen Helena complied with 
this counfel of theirs, and fet Up Moiiohazus, 
the elded fon, to belting ; and pdt the diadem 
upon his head, and gave him hxs father’s ring, 
with its. flgnet, as alfo the -ornament which j 
'they call Sampfer , and exhorted him to ad- 
rpunifter the affair# oftheklngdom till hishro- ! 


tlier fhouid come ; who nmc fuhdenS, upon 
j his hearing th it hi-, fuliet w.i - de.nl, .nul iije- 
j cecded his brother IVh n >b t/u ,, who 1 digued 
itji the government to lunu , 

v. Now, during the time 1::e% abode at 
! Clurav-Sp.dini, a icrtam Jeuuli merchant, 
whole name was Ananias, got among the wo¬ 
men that belonged to the king, and taught 
thOm to worfhip God according to the Jewifli 
religion, lie moreover, by their means, be¬ 
came known to I/.ates, and pufuaded Itiin in 
like manner to embrace that religion ; he alfo, 
at the earned intreaty of I/ates, accompanied 
him when he was lent for by his father to 
coinc to Adiabene : It alfo happened, that He¬ 
lena, about the fame time, was iudnufled by 
a certain other Jew, and went over to them. 
But when Izates had taken the kingdom, and 
was come to Adiabene, and there faw his 
brethren and other kinfmen in bonds, he was 
difplcafed at it; and, as he thought it an in- 
! dance of impiety, either to flay or to imprifon 
| them, but dill thought it an hazardous thing 
: for to let them ha-Ve their liberty, With the re¬ 
membrance of the injuries that had been ofier- 
I ed them, he fent fome of them and their ciiil— 

I dren for hodages to Rome, to Claudius Cadar, 

! and fent the others to Artabantis, the king of 
j Parthia, with the like intentions. 

| 4. And when he perceived that his mother 

| was highly pleafed with the Jewifli cuftom:;, 
he made hade to change, and to embrace them 
entirely; and as he fuppofed that he <odd not 
be thoroughly a Jew milch he were circumci- 
fed, he was ready to have it done. But when 
his mother ur.derdood what he Was about, flic 
endeavoured to hinder him from doing it; and 
faid-to him, That “ this thing would bring him 
into danger ;.and that, as lie was a king, fie 
would thereby bring himfelf info great odium 
among his ftfbje&s, when they fhouid under- 
fland that he was fo fond of rites that were to 
them ftrangeind foteign; and tftet they would 
•never bear to be ruled overIby a Jew.”' ‘ The*. ■ 
it was that fhe faid to him, and. for the prefent' 
perfuatled him to forbear. And wh en -he rc- 
. 8 M. -. hted . 
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1 ated what fhe had faid to Ananias, he confirm- I 1 
ed what his mother had faid, and when he had 
alfo threatened to leave him unlefs he complied ; 
with him, he went away from him, and faid, j 
That ( ' i he was afraid lelf fitch an afition be- i 
ing once become public to all, he fhould him- i 
fell’ be in danger of punifhment, for having 
been the orcalion of it, and having been the 
king’s in fir udor in afilions that were of ill re¬ 
putation ; and lie laid, that he might worfifip 
God without being drcumciled, even though ] 
he did 1 refolvc to follow the Jewifh law entire¬ 
ly, which worfifip of God was of a fuperior 
nature to circuincifion. He added, that God 
would forgive him, though he did not perform 
the operation, while it was omitted out of ne- 
celfity, and for fear of his fubjects.” So the 
king at that time complied with thefe perfua- 
fions of Ananias. Hut alterwards, as lie had 
not quite left off his delire of doing this thing, 
a certain other Jew that came out of Galilee, 
whole name was Elui'.zjr, and who was efieem- 
cd very fkilfiil in the learning of his country, 
perfuaded him to do the thing ; for as he 
entered into his palace to dilute him, and found 
him reading the law of Moles, he faid to him, 

“ Thou dolt not confider, O king, that thou 
uiljuftly breakeft the principal of thole laws, 
and art injurious to God lfimlelf [by omit¬ 
ting to be eircumeilcd ;] for thou oughtefi not 
only to read them, but chiefly to practice what j 
they injoin thee. How long wilt thou con- ; 
tinue uncircumciied ? But if thou haft not yet 
read the, lav/ about circumchion, and doft not 
know how great impiety thou art guilty of by ' 
neglecting it, read it now.” "When the king 
bad heard what he faid, he delayed the thing 
no longer, but retired to another room, and 
font for a furgeon, and did what he was com- 
mapded to do. He then lent lor his mother, 
and Ananias his tutor, and informed them that 
he had done the thing ; upon which they 
were prefently ftruck with aftonilhment and i 
liar, and that-to a great degree, left the thing 

* Jofephus is very full and exprefs in thefe three chap¬ 
ter;'., iii, iv, and v. in’oh'.crving how carefully Divine Pro¬ 
vidence preferred this bates, king of Adi'abenc, and his 
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fhould be openly difeovered and c 
the king fhould hazard the lofs ' 
wliile bis fubjefits would not be . n- 

cd by a man who was fo zean another 

religion; and left they fhould t! emlelves run 
fome hazard, becaufe they would be fuppofed 
the occafion of his fo doing. But it was God 
* hitnfelf who hindered what they feared from 
taking e fie fit ; for he preferved both lzates him- 
fell', and his fens, when they fell into manv 
dangers, and proem ed their deliverance when 
it feemed to be impollible, and demonftrateil 
thereby, that the fruit of piety does not perilh 
as to thofe that have regard to him, and fix 
their faith upon him only. But thefe events 
we lEall relate hereafter. 

5. But as to Helena, the king’s mother, 
when flic faw that the affairs of Izatcs’s kintr- 

O 

dom were in peace, and that her fon was an 
happy man, and admired among all men, and 
even among foreigners, by the means of God’s 
providence over him,, lhe had a mind to go to 
the city Jerul'alem, in order to worfifip at that 
temple ol God which was fo very famous a- 
mong all men, and to offer her thank-offerings 
there. So fhe defired her fon to give her leave 
to go thither : upon which lie gave his conlent 
to what file defired very willingly, and made 
great preparation for her difinillion, an^j gave 
her a great deal of money, and fhe went down 
to the city Jerufalem,. her fon conducting-her 
on her journey a great way. Now her coming 
was of very great advantage to the people of 
Jerufalem ; for whereas a famine did opprefs 
them at that time, and many people died for 
want of what was necelfary to procure food 
withal, queen Helena lent fome of her lervants 
to Alexandria with money to buy a great, 
quantity of corn, and others of them to Cyprus, 
to bring a cargo of dried figs. And as Joon at 
they were come back, and had brought thofe 
provilions, which was done very quickly, flic 

difiributed food to thofe that were in want of 

* 

It J 

Ions, white he did what he thought was liishoudden duty, 
notwitklbttding tLe.ftrongcf!: political motives to the con¬ 
trary. . ' 
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i . ind left a molt excellent memorial behind 
ho ’■his benefaction, which (he bellowed on 
our whole nation. And when her Ton Izates 
was informed of this famine, he fent great ! 
films of money to the principal men in Jerula- i 
lem. However, \Vhat favours this queen and 
king conferred upon our city Jcrufalem fhall be 
farther related hereafter.* 1 


• C II A P. III. | 

\ . 1 

} lain . Artabanus, the Kimy of Parthia, out of 

Fear of the f'eret Contrivances of his Subjects j 
again/l him, went to Izates, ami was by him j 
rein fated In his Government ; as alfo bow 
Bar Janes, his Son, denounced JVar agalnjl 
hates . 

§ I.T 3 UT now Artabanus, king of the Par- 1 
JLJ thians, perceiving that the governors 
of the provinces had framed a plot again ft him, j 
did not think it fafe for him to continue among i 
them, but refolved to goto Izates, in hopes of 
finding feme way for his prefervution by his 
means, and, if poflihle, for his return to his 
own dominions. So he came to Izates, and 
brought about a thoufand of his kindred and 
fervants with him, and met him upon the road, 
while he well knew Izates, but Izates did not 
know him. When Artabanus flood near him, 
-and in the firft place worflupped«him, accord¬ 
ing to the cuftom, he then laid to him : “ O 
king, do not thou overlook me thy fervant, 
nor do thou proudly rejeft the fuit I make tliec ; j 
for as I am reduced to a low eftute, by the change j 
of fortune, and of a king am become a private 
man, I ftand in need of thy abidance. Have 

* Th is farther account of the benefaftious of Dates j 
ami Helena to th“ Jerufaiem-Jews, which Jofcphus here 
promifes, is, I think, no where performed by him in his 
prefent works. But of this terrible famine itfelf in Judea, 
take Dr. Hudfoti’s note here :—“ This,” fays he, “ is that 
famine foretold by Attaints, Aci■> xi. 28. which happened 
when Claudius was conful the fourth time; and not that 
other which happened when Claudius w:n conful. the 
frcornl'time, and (Jaftnrt was bis colleague, as Scaligcr 
f.ivs upon Eufcbjus, p. 174.” ' Now when Jofephu? had 
foal a little alterward, chap. v. J 2. that cc Tiberius A 
H:-uml;i fu: . ceded Culpnis Fad us as procurator,'’ lie im- 


regard, therefore, unto the uneeitainty of for¬ 
tune, and efteem the care thou ihalt t;tkc of me 
to betaken of thyfelf alfo: for if I be neglected, 
and my fubjeHs go off unpunilhcd, nfayy other 
fuhjedts will become the more infolent toward:, 
other kings alfo.” And this fpeech Artabanus 
made with tears in his eyes, and with a dejedi¬ 
ct 1 countenance. Now as foon as Izates heard 
Artabanus’s name, and law him ftand as a fup- 
plicant before him, he leaped down from his 
horie immediately, and laid to him, “ Take 
courage, O king, nor be difturhed at thy pre¬ 
fent calamity, as if it were incurable ; for the 
change of thy lad condition fhall be hidden ; for 
thou fhalt find me to be more thy friend ami 
thy aftiflant than thy hopes can promife thee ; 
for I will either re-eftabliih thee in the kingdom 
of Parthia, or lofe my own.” 

2. When he had laid this, he fet Artabanus 
upon his horie, and followed him on foot, in 
honour of a king whom he owned as greater 
than himfclf; which, when Artabanus law, 
j he was very uneafy at it, and fware by his pre¬ 
fent fortune and honour, that he would get 
down from his horfc, r.nlefs Izates would get 
upon his horie again, and go before him. So 
he complied with his delire, and leaped upon 
his horfc ; and, when he had brought him to 
his royal palace, he fhewed him all forts of re- 
fpeft, when they fat together, and he gave him 
the upper place at feftivals alfo, as regarding 
not his prefent fortune, but his former dignity, 
and that upon this conlideration alfo, that the 
j changes of fortune are common to all men. 
i rle alfo wrote to the Parthians, to perfuade them 
to receive Artabanus again ; and gave them his 

right- 

mediately fubjoinr., That-“ under thefe procurator? fV’rc 
happened a great famine in Judea.” Yv'Lcm v it is plain, 
that this famine continued for many years, ojr account 1A 
its duration under thofe two procurators. Mow Fa.-In i 
was not lent, into Judea till after Hie death of king A.yrip- 
pa, i. «•. towards the latter end of the ,’th year of C’ia.nl'- 
us ; fo that this famine foretold by, Ag.'bus, hapy'ii' <1 
upon the jtli, 6th, and yth years of ChiiK’iu ): , ;•* i.v< 
Valc'flUS on T’.ufcb. Jl. 12. Of this f.unijic^ltb, •ai’d :i 
Helena’s' fepplics, and her monument, Ice M< h‘i Cho- 
renenfis, page 144, 145. where it is offer vi*d in the notes, 
that Paufanias mentions that her mommur.i ,tlfo. 
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right-hand and his faith, that he fhould forget 
what was pail and done, and that he would un¬ 
dertake for this, as a mediator between them. 
Now the.Parthians did not themfelves refufe to 
receive'him again, but pleaded that it was net 
now in their power lb to do ; becaufe they had 
committed the government to another perfon, 
who had excepted of it, and whole name was 
Cwnamus, and that they were afraid left a civil 
war fltould arife on this account. When Cin- 
namus underftood their intentions, he wrote to 
Artabanus himfclf, for he had been brought up 
by him, and was of a nature good and gentle 
alfo, and deiired him to put confidence in him, 
and to come and take his own dominions again. 
Accordingly Artabanus trufted him, and return¬ 
ed home ; when Cinnamus met him, and wor- 
{hipped him, and faluted him as king, and took 
the diadem oft’ his own head, and put it upon 
the head of Artabanus. 

3. And thus was Artabanus reftored to his 
kingdom again by the means of lzates, when 
he had loft it by the means of the grandees of 
the kingdom. Nor was he unmindful of the 
benefits he had conferred upon him, but re¬ 
warded him with fuch honours as were of 
greateft tfteem among them ; for he gave 
him leave to wear his tiara upright,* and to 
deep upon a golden bed, which are privileges 
and marks of honour peculiar to the kings 
of Parthia. He alfo cut off a large and fruit¬ 
ful country from the king of Armenia, and 
beftowed it upon him. The name of the coun¬ 
try is Niftbis, wherein the Macedonians had 
formerly built that city which they called An¬ 
tioch of Mygdonia. And thefe were the hon¬ 
ours that were paid lzates by the king of the 
Parthian'. 

*4. But in no long time Artabanus died, 
and left his kingdom to his fon Bardancs. 
Now this Bardancs came to lzates, and would 
have perfuaded him to join him with his ar¬ 
my, and to affift him in the war he was per- 
paring to make with the Romans; but he 
could not prevail with him. Tor lzates fa well 

* 'Hus privilege of wearing the tiara upright, or with 
me tip of the cone erect, is known to have been of old 


knew the ftrength and good fort- 
mans, that he took Bardar.es ti 
was impoffihle to be done ; am be- 

fules fent his fons, five in number, .u they but 
young alfo, to learn accurately the language of 
our nation, together with oUr learning, as well 
as he had fent his mother to worfhip at our 
temple, as I have laid already, was the more 
backward to a compliance ; and reftrained Bar- 
danes, telling him perpetually of the great ar¬ 
mies and famous a&ions of the Romans, am- 
thought thereby to terrify him, and defired 
thereby to hinder him from that expedition. 
But the Parthian king was provoked at this 
his behaviour, and denounced war immediate¬ 
ly again ft lzates. Yet did he gain no advan¬ 
tage by this war, becaufe God cut off all lift 
hopes therein ; for the Parthians, perceiving 
Bardanes’s intentions, and how he had deter¬ 
mined to make war with the Romans, flew 
him, and gave his kingdom to his brother 
Gotarzes. He alfo, in no long time, perifhed 
by a plot made againft him, and Vologafcs, 
his brother fucceeded him, who committed 
two of his provinces to two of his brothers, 
by the fame father; that of the Medes to the 
elder, Pacorua, and Armenia to the younger, 
Tiridates. 


•CHAP. IV. 

How lzates was betrayed by his own Subjects, 
andfought againji by the Arabians : and how 
Hates, by the Providence of God, was de¬ 
livered out of their Hands . 

§ 1. VT OW when the king’s brother Mono- 
IN bazus, and his other kindred law 
how lzates, by his piety to God, was become 
greatly efteemed by all men, they alfo had a 
defire to leave the religion of their country, and 
to embrace the cuftoms of the Jews ; but that 
ad of theirs was difeovered by Izates’s fubjeds. 
Whereupon the grandees were much ditpleafed, 

1 and 

« 

S calar to (great) kings, from Xenophon, and others, as 
r Hudfem obferves here. 
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> nd could not contain their anger at them ; 
In." r id an intention, when they thould find a 
proper ^ 1 .ortunity, to inflict a paniihrnent 
upon them. Accordingly they wrote to Abia, 
king of the Arabians, and promifed him great 
Films of money, if.he would make an expedi¬ 
tion againll their king; and they farther pro- 
mi'led him, tluit, on the firil onfet, they would 
defert their king, becaufe they were defirous to 
punilh him, by reafon of the hatred he had 
to their religious worlhip: then they obliged 
ihcmfelves by dHths to he faithful to each other, 
and delired that he would make hafte in this 
deligu. The king of Arabia complied with 
their defircs, and brought a great army into 
tlic field, and marched againll Izates; and, 
in the beginning of the iirft onfet, and before 
they came to a clofc light, thole grandees, as 
if they had a panic terror upon them, all de¬ 
lated Izates, as they had agreed to do, and, 
turning their hacks upon their enemies, ran 
away. Yet was not Izates difmayed at this; 
hut when he underftood that the grandees had 
betrayed him, he alfo retired into his camp, 
and made enquiry into the matter ; and as foon 
as he knew who they were that had made this 
confpiracy with the king of Arabia, he cut off 
thofe that were found guilty ; and renewing 
the fight on the next day, he flew the greateft 
part of his enemies, and forced all the reft to 
J^e^fke themfelves to flight. He alfo purfued 
their king, and drove him into a fortrels cal¬ 
led Arfamus , and, following on the fiege vi- 
goroufly, he took that fortreflf. And when he 
had plundered it of all the prey that was in it, 
which was not fmall, he returned to Adiabene : 
yet did not he take Abia alive ; becaufe, when 
he found himfelf encompaffed on every fide, 
he flew himfelf. 

2. But although the grandees of Adiabene 
had failed in their firft attempt, as being de¬ 
livered up by God into their king’s hands, yet j 
would they not even then be quiet; but wrote 
again to Vologafes, who was then king of 
Parthia, and delired that he would kill Izates, 
and lef over them fome other potentate, who ! 
fhpuld be of a Parthian family; for they faid, j 
- No. XXX. 
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That u they hated their own king for abro¬ 
gating the laws of their forrfatheis, and em¬ 
bracing foreign cutlmns.” When the king eft 
Parthia heard this, he boldly made \yar upon 
Izatc.; and as he had no juft pre'enec for this 
war, he lent to him, and demanded bank thole 
honourable piivileges which had been bellowed 
on him by his father, and threatened, on his 
rcfufjl, to make war upon him. Upon hear¬ 
ing of this, Izates was under no fmall trouble 
of mind, as thinking it would lie a reproach 
upon him to appear to relign thole privileges 
that had been bellowed ujVon him, out of 
cowardice; yet becaufe he knew, that though 
the king of Parthia ihould receive hack thofe 
honours, yet would he not he quiet, he rc- 
lolved to commit himfelf to (Jod, his protestor, 
in the prelent danger he was in of his life ; and 
as he elteemed him to he his principal afliftant, 
lie entrufted his children and his wives to a 
very ftrong fortrels, and laid up his corn iri 
liis citadels, and let the hay and the grafs ori 
lire. And when he had thus put things in 
order, as well as he could, he awaited the 
coming of the enemy. And when the king of 
Parthia was come, with a great number of 
footmen and horfemen, which he did lhoner 
than was expefled (for he marched in great 
hafte) and had call up a bank at the river that 
parted Adiabene from Media ; Izates alfo pitch¬ 
ed his camp not far off, having with him fix 
thoufand horfemen. But there came a mef- 
fenger to Izates, fent by the king of Parthia, 
who told him, “ Plow large his dominion* 
were, as reaching from the river Euphrates to 
Badlria, and enumerated that king’s fubjedts: 
he alfo threatened him, that he Ihould be 
punilhed, as a perfon ungrateful to his lords; 
and faid, that the God whom he worfliipped 
could not deliver him out of the king’s hands-” 
When the meffenger had delivered this his mef- 
fage, Izates replied, That “ he knew the king 
of Parthia’* power was much greater than his 
own ; but that he knew alfo that God was 
much more powerful than all men.”' And 
when he bad returned him this anfwer, he be- 

B N took 
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took himfelf to make fupplication'*' to God, 
aud threw himfelf upon the ground, and put 
afhes upon his head, in tellimony of his con- 
fulion, and fiiffed, together with his wives and 
children!, When he called upon God, and 
laid, ‘ O Lord and Governor, if I have not in 
rain committed myfelf to thy goodnelk, but 
have juftly determined that thou only art the 
Lord and principal of all beings, come now to 
rny aifiilance, and defend me from my enemies, 
not only on my own account, but on account 
of their infolent behaviour with regard to thy 
power, while they have not feared to lift up 
their proud and arrogant tongue againlf thee,” 
Thus did he lament and bemoan himfelf, with ; 
tears in his eyes; whereupon God heard his 1 
prayer. And immediately that very night Vo- 
logafes received letters, the contents of which 
were thefe, that a great band of Dahse and 
Sahcc, del piling him, now he was gone fo , 
long a journey from home, had made an ex¬ 
pedition, and. laid Parthi.i walte; fo that he 
[was forced toJ retire back, without doing any 
thing. And thus it was that Izates efcape&the 
threatenipgs of the Parthians, by the providence 
of G od. 

3. It was not long ere Izates died, when he 
had completed fifty-five years of his life, and 
liad ruled his kingdom twenty-four years. He 
left behind him twenty-four ions, and twenty- 
four daughters. However, he gave order that 
his brother Monobazus ihould fuccecd in the 
government, thereby requiting him, becaufe, 
While he was himfelf abfent, after their father’s 
death, he had faithfully preferved the govern¬ 
ment for. him. But when Helena, his mother, 
heard ol her Ton’s death, ihe was in great hea- 
vinefs, as was but natural upon her lofs of l’uch 

* This mourning, and fatting, and' praying, ufed by 
Izates, with proftration of ids body, and afhes upon his 
head, arc* plain figns that he was become either a Jew, 
or an Ebionite Chrilti.111, who indeed differed not much 
from proper Jews. See chap. vi. J t. However, his 
Replications- were heard, ami he was providentially deliver¬ 
ed horn that imminent danger he was in. 

t Thefe pyramids or pillars, created by Helena, queen 
of Adiabene, near Jerufalem, three in number, are men¬ 
tioned by Kufcbius, in his Ecclef. Hilt. Bi If. ch; xxii. 
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a moft dutiful fon; yet was it a c r 
that Hie heard the fucceffion 
fon. Accordingly ihe wen. 
and when flic was come into ,.c did 

not long outlive her fon Izaa mt Mono¬ 
bazus lent her bones, as well as thofc of Izates, 
his brother, to Jerufalem, and gave order that 
they fliould be buried at the pyramids,! which 
their mother had credited ; they were three in 
number,, and diftant no more than three fur¬ 
longs from the city Jerufalem. But for the 
addons of Monobazus the king, which lie did 
i during the rert of his life, we will relate them 
| hereafter, j. 

. . — . . . . . . . . . . 

C H A P. V. 

Concerning Tbeudas , and the Sons of Judas th: 

Galilean : as aifo wbat Calamity fell upon th: 

Jews on the Day of the Pajfyver . 

§ I..XJOW it came to pais, while Fadus was 
procurator of Judea, that a certain 
magician, whole name was Tbeudas ,§ perfuar 
ded a great part of the people to take their ef¬ 
fects with them, and follow him to the river 
Jordan; for he told them he was a prophet, 
and that he would, by his own command, di¬ 
vide the river, and afford them an eafy palfagc 
oyer it; and many were deluded by his words. 
However, Fadus did not permit him to make 
any advantage of his wild attempt, but fcnVa 
troop of horiemen out againil them ; who, fal¬ 
ling upon them, unexpectedly, flew many of 
them, and took many of them alive. They 
alio took Tlieudas alive, and cut off his head, 
and carried it to Jerufalem. This was what bc- 

fei 

for which Dr. Iludfon refers us to Valefius’s notes upon 
that place. They are alfo mentioned byPaufanias, as hath 
been- already noted, chap. ii. “§ 6 . Reland gueilcs that 
that now called Abj'ukms Pillar may be one of them. 

J This account is now wanting. 

§ Tiiis Theudas, who arofe under Fadus the procurator, 
about A. D. 45, or 46. could not be that Theudas who 
arofe in the days of the taxing, under Cyrenius; or about 
A. D. 7., Adis v. 35, 37. Who that earlier Theudas 
was,fee the note on U. XVII. ch. x. j 5. 
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el the Jews in the time of Cufpius Fadus’s 

g. \\;nmcnt. 

2. i . ■ - came Tiberius Alexander as fuc- 
cellbr to l'adus ; he was the Ion of Alexander, 
the alaburch of Alexandria, which Alexander 
was a principal perl on among all his contem¬ 
poraries, both for his family and wealth : he 
was alio more eminent tor his piety than this 
his ton Alexander, for he did not continue in 
the religion of his country. Under tbefe pro¬ 
curators that great famine happened in Judea, 
in which queei\Helena bought corn in Egypt, 
at a great expence, and diftributed it to 
thole that were in want, as 1 have related al¬ 
ready. And betides this, the Ions of Judas of 
♦Jaliiee were now flam ; l mean of that Judas 
who caufed the people to revolt, when Cyroni- 
us came to take an account of the eftates of the 
|cws, as we have fhewn in a foregoing book. 
The names of thofe fons were ‘James and 
Simon, whom Alexander commanded to he 
crucified. But now Herod, king of Ghalcis, 
removed Jofeph, the ton of Camydus, from 
the high priefthood, and made Ananias, the 
ion of Nebedus, his fuecclTor. And now it 
was, that Cumauus came a fucceffor to Tiberi¬ 
us Alexander ; as alfo that Herod, brother of 
Agrippa, the great king, departed this life, in 
the eighth year of the reign of Claudius Csefur, 
He left behind him three Ions, Ariilobulus, 
wlir/m he had by his iirft wife, with Bernicianus 
and Hyrcanus, both whom he had by Bernice, 
his brother’s daughter. But Claudius Cedar 
beftowed his dominions on Agrippa junior. 

3. Now. while the Jcwifti atfairs were under 
the adminiftration ofCumanus, there happen¬ 
ed a great tumult at the city of Jerufalem,. and 
many of the Jews perilhed therein.. But 1 
fhall Iirft explain the occafion whence it was ; 
derived. When that feaft, which is called the ■ 
Pa/Jover , was at hand, at which time our cuf- | 
tom is to ufe unleavened Bread, and a great ! 
multitude was gathered together from all parts 

* This, and many more tumults and (editions, which 
arofe at"the Jcwifh feftival*, :n Jbfephus, jllullratc that 
jCaurious procedure of the Jcwilh governor.-, when they 
laid, Matt. xxvi. 5. “ Let vis not take Jcfus on the feaft- 
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to that feaft, Cumanus was afraid left fome at¬ 
tempt of innovation lliould then he made by 
them ; lb he ordered that one regiment of the 
army fhould take their arms, and itapd in the 
tcmple-cloiiiers, to reprefs any attempts of in ¬ 
novation, if perchance any Inch lliould* begin ; 
and this was no more than what the former 
procurators of Judea did at Inch lellivals. But 
on the fourth day of the feaft, a certain foJdier 
let down his breeches, anil cx'pofed his privy- 
members to the multitude, which put thole 
that law him into a furious rage, and made 
them cry out, that this impious adiou was not 
done to reproach them, but Cod himfelf; nay, 
fome of them reproached Cumanus, and pre¬ 
tended that the loldier was let on by him, 
which when Cumanus heard, he was alio him¬ 
felf not a little provoked at fuch reproaches 
laid upon him ; yet did he exhort them to 
leave off fuch feditious attempts, and not to 
raife a tumult at the feftival. But when he 
could not induce them to be quiet, for they 
ftill went ou in their reproaches to him, he 
gave' order that the whole army Ihotild take 
; their entire armour, and conic to'Antonia, 
which was a fortrels, as we have fa id already, 
which overlooked the temple: but when the 
I multitude law the Ibkliers there, they were af¬ 
frighted at them, and ran away haftily ; hut 
as tlie pafiages out were but narrow, and as 
they thought their enemies lollowed them, 
they were crowded together in their fight, 
and a great number were preiled to death in 
thole narrow paffages ; nor indeed was the 
number fewer that twenty thouiaml that per- 
irtictl in this tumult. So, inftcad of a feftival, 
they had at k»ft a mournful day of it; and 
they all of them forgot their prayers and facri- 
iices, and betook t lien del vies to lamentation 
and weeping; fo great an affliction did the 
impudent obieenencis of a lmgle loldier biing 
upon them. 1 * 

4. Now 

day, left there he an uproar nmoiig the people;’-’ ns R.- 
huul well obferves on this place. Jolephus aifo takes no¬ 
tice of the fame thing, Of the War, B. I. ch. iv. >j 3. 
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4. Now, before this their hr 11 mourning waa j 
over, another mifehief befcl them alfo ; for j 
> fqme of thofe that raifed the foregoing tumult, j 
whfn they wpe travelling along the public | 
road, about an hundred furlongs from the city, j 
robbed Stephanos, a fevvant of Caefar, as he 
was journeying, and plundered him of all that 
-he had with him. Which things when Cu- 
ftianus heard of, he Cent foldiers immediately, 
and ordered them to plunder the neighbouring 
villages, and to bring the mofl eminent perfons 
among them in bonds to, him. Now, as this 
devaftation was making, one of the foldiers 
feized the laws of Mofcs, that lay in one of 
thofe villages, and brought them out before the 
eyes of all prefent, and tore them to pieces; 
and this was done with reproachful language, 
and much fcurnlity. Which things when the 
Jews heard of, they ran together, and that in 
great numbers, and came down to Gsefarea, 
.where Cumanus then was, and befought him, 
that he would avenge, not themfelves, but God 
himfelf, whole laws had been affronted ; for 
that they could not bear to live any longer, 
if the laws of their forefathers mud be affront¬ 
ed after this manner. Accordingly Cumanus, 
out of fear left the multitude fhould go into a 
fedition, and by the advice of his friends alfo, 
took care that the foldier, who had offered the 
affront to the laws, fhould be beheaded, and 
thereby put a flop to the fedition which was 
ready to be kindled a f'ccoud time. 


CHAR VI. 


tbio 'here happened a Quarrel between the 
yews and the Samaritans , and how Claudius 
put on End to their Differences. 


"NT 


’O W there arofe a quarrel between 
the Samaritans and the Jews, on the 
(pccafion following; it was the cuftom of the 
Galileans, when they came to the holy city at 


the feftivals, to take their journev 
country of the Samaritans * : 
there lay, in the road the 
was called Ginea , which % m the 

limits of Samaria and the v where 

certain perfons thereto belonging fought with 
the Galileans, and killed a great many of them. 
But, when the principal of the Galileans we,c 
informed of what had been do le, they came to 
Cumanus, and defired him to avenge the mur¬ 
der of thofe that were killed; but he w\.s in¬ 
duced by the Samaritans, with money, to do 
nothing in the matter: upon which the Gali¬ 
leans were much difpleafed, and pci funded the 
multitude of the Jews to betake themfelves to 
arms, and to regain their liberty, faying, That 
“ flavery was in itfelf a bitter thing; but that, 
when it was joined with direct injuries, it was 
perfectly intolerable.” And when their prin¬ 
cipal men endeavoured to pacify them, and 
promifed to endeavour to perfuade Cumanus 
to avenge thofe that were killed, they would 
‘not hearken to them, but took their weapons, 
and entreated the afliftance of Eleazar, the foil 
of Dineus, a robber, who had many years made 
his abode in the mountains, with which affift- 
ance they plundered many villages of the Sa¬ 
maritans. When Cumanus heard of this ac¬ 
tion of theirs, he took the band of Sebafte, 
with four regiments of footmen, and armed the 
Samaritans, and marched out againft the Jews, 
and caught them, and flew many of them, and 
took a greater number of them alive: where¬ 
upon thole that were the moft eminent perfons 
at Jerufalem, and that both in regard of the 
refpeft that was paid them, and the families 
they were of, as foon as they faw to what an 
height things were gone, put on fackcloth, and 
heaped alhes upon their heads, and by all poi- 
fible means befought the feditious, and perfuad- 
ed them, that they would fet before their eyes 
the Utter fubvqrfion f of their country, the 

con- 


* This conkant paff.igc of the Calilcaas through the j 
country of Samaria, as they went to j ttden and Jcrufa- ! 
Lem, i’luftrates feveral paflhges in the gofpels to the fame,] 
putpofr, as Dr Hud&in rightly obfenres. See Luke xvii.*1 


t* John iv. 4. See alfo Jofephus in his own Life, $ 52. 
where that journey is determined to three days. • 

■f Our Saviour had foretold, that the Jews rejection of 

his 
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. cYivj'ibtgration of their temple, and the I! a very j ! 
ill't liehrA^vvP, their wives and children, which 
vet aid be the conlequences of what thev were 
doing, and would alter their minds, would call j 


OF THE J F. \y S. 

mis had taken captives. From 
v.\n; ttr a certain village c;dh J Jr 
was tint It is than a eit v in la re cue! 
hemal the .Samaritan taule a lew*.; d 


vhence he 
,'.L\ whi :h 
<uui there 
im? before 


away their weapons, and for the future he 
mtiet, and return to their own homes. Thole 
ptrltnfions of.theirs prevailed upon them. So 
the people difperfed themldves, and the rub¬ 
bers went away again to their places of tlrength; 
and after this time all Judea was over-run with 
robberies. \ 

2. But the principal men of the Samariums 
went to Ummidius Quadrat us, the prelident 


us ft.buna!, and there learned from a* certain 
•Jamrritan, that one of the chief of the jews, 
■vhole name was l)nrtus y and lb:nc other inno¬ 
vators with him, four in utunher, periuaded 
; the multitude to a revolt from the Remans; 
j whom (Juadratus ordered to he put to death: 
j but Hill he lent away Ananias the high pried, 
j and An,unis the commander of [the temple J ut 
I bonds to Rome, to give an account of what lie 


of Syria, who at that time was at Tyre; and 
acculed the Jews of letting their villages on 
fue, and plundering them ; and laid withal, 
That u they were not lb much dilpleafed at 
what they had buffered, as they were at the con¬ 
tempt thereby Ihevved the Romans'; while, if 
they had received any injury, they ought to 
have made them the judges of what had been 
clone, and not prefently to make fuch dcvafla- 
lion, as if they had not the Romans for their 
governors; on which account they came to 
him, in order to obtain that vengeance they 
wanted.” This was the accufation which the 
Samaritans brought aguinll the J[ews. But the 
Jews affirmed, that the Samaritans were the 
authors of this tumult and fighting, and that, 
in the firll place, Cumanus had been corrupted 
by their gifts, and had palled over the murder 
of thofe that were’(lain, in lilence. Which al¬ 
legations when Quadratus heard, he put off" 
the hearing of the caule, and promifed, that he 
would give fentence when he fhould come into 
Judea, and ihould have a more exa& know¬ 
ledge of the truth of that matter. So thefe 
men went away without fuccefs. Yet was it 
not long ere Quadratus came into Samaria, 
where, upon hearing the caufe, he fuppofed, 
that the Samaritans were the authors of that 
difturbance. But, when he was informed that 
certain of the Jews were making innovations, 

he ordered thofe to be crucified whom Cuma- 

• 

Vis gofpel would bring upon them, among othcr'mifcrics, 
thefe three, which themfelvcs here fhew, they expcAcd, 
would be the confequences of their prefent tumults and fe- 


j had done to Claudius Codar. fie alio ordered 
: the principal men both of the Samaritans and 
; of the Jews, as alfo Cumanus the procurator, 

: anil Celer the tribune, to go to Italy to the 
| emperor, that he might hear their caufe, and 
determine their differences one with another* 
But h e came again to the city of Jertilalom, 
out of his lear that the multitude of the Jews 
Ihould attempt feme innovations ; but he found 
the city in a peaceable flute, and celebrating 
one of the ufual feftivals of their country to 
God. So he believed that they would not at¬ 
tempt any innovations, and left them at the 
celebration of the feilival, and returned to An¬ 
tioch. 

3. Now Cumanus, and the principal of the 
Samaritans, gdio j^ere lent to Rome, had a day 
appointed them by the emperor, whereon they 
were to have pleaded tficir caule about the 
quarrels they had one with another. But now 
Cadar’s frecd-mcn, and his friends, were very 
zealous on the behalf of Cumanus and the Sa¬ 
maritans ; and they had prevailed over the 
Jews, unlefs Agrippa junior, who was then at 
Rome, had feen the principal of the Jews hard 
let, and had earnellly entreated Agrippina, the 
emperor's wife, to perfuade. her hufband to 
hear the caufe, fo as was agreeable to his jus¬ 
tice, and to condemn thofe to be punilhed who 
were really the authors of this revolt from the 

Roman 

ditions; and the utter fubverfion of their country, the con¬ 
flagration of their temple, and the llavery of themfelvcs, 
their wives, and children- Sec Luke Xxi. 6 ,—24. 

8 O 
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Roman government. Whereupon Claudius j 
was fo well difpofed before-hand, that when he 
had heard'the caufe, and found that the Sama- 
ritans had been the ringleaders in thofe mif- lj 
chievoris doings, he gave order, that thofe 1 
who came up to him fhoukl be flain, and that 
Cumanus lliould he banilhed. He alfo gave 
order, that Color the tribune ihould be carried ' 
back to Jcrufalem, and fliould be drawn through j 
the city in the fight of all the people, and then 
ihould he flain. 

_ ____ _ ___ _ 

C H A P. VII. 

i'clix is made Procurator of Judea; as alfo con~ 
corning A grip-pa junior , and his Stfers. 

§ uCO Claudius lent Felix, the brother of 
Pollans, to take care of the affairs of 
Jt«lea ; and, when he had already completed 
the twelfth year of his reign, he beftowed up¬ 
on .Agrippa the tetrarchy of Philip, and Bata- 
nea* and added thereto Trachonitis, with Abili,. 
which laft had been the tctrachy of Lyfanias ; 
but he. took, from, him Chalets, when he had 
been .governor thereof four years. And when 
Agrippa had received thefe countries as the i 
gift of Ctefar, he gave his lifter Drufilla in mar- 1 
riage to Azizus, king of i:.mefa,^pon his con- 1 

fent tabe circumcifed ; for aTpipHuies* the fon • 

* * 

* This Simon, a friend of Felix, a Jew, born in Cy- 

{ irus, though he pretended to he a magician, and feems to , 
lave been wicked enough, could hardly be that famous ! 
Simon, the magician, in the Adis of the Apoltles, viii. 9. j 
49 V. as fornc are ready to fuppofe. This Simon, men¬ 
tioned in the Adds, was not properly a Jew, but a Samari- , 
tan, of th.e town of G'ittx, in the country of Samaria, as i 
the Aooft. Con. VI. 7. the Recognitions of Clement, II. 6 . f 
and Judin Martyr himfelf, born in the country of Sama¬ 
ria, Apology, I. 34. inform us. He was alfo the author, 
not of any ancient Jewilh, but of the full Gentile herefies, 
as the forementioned authors affure us. So I fuppofe him 
a different perfon from the other. I mean this only upon 
the hypothecs, tint jolephus was not mifmformcd as to 
his being a Cypriot jew; for otherwife, the time, the 
name, tfte prpfelfion, and the wickednefa of them both, 
would it rarely, incline one to believe them the very fame. 
As to that DruUHla, the filler of Agrippa junior, as Jofe- 
jnhus informs us here, and a Jewels, as St Luke informs 


of king Antlochus, had refufed to marry b- , 
becaufe, after lie had promifed her C her lor- 
merly to come over to the Jewifh religion, he 
would not now perform that promife. He 
alfo gave Mariamne in marriage to Archelaus, 
the fon of Helcias, to wliom Ihe had been be¬ 
trothed formerly by Agrippa her father; from 
which marriage was derived a daughter, whole 
name was Bernice. 

2. But for the marriage of Drufilla with 
Azizus, it was in no long tirryj afterward dif- 
folved, upon the following occalion : While 
Felix was procurator of Judea, he law this 
Drufilla, and fell in love with her; for flic 
did indeed exceed all other women iri beauty; 
and he fent to her a perfon whole name was 
Simon* one of his friends ; a Jew he was, 
and by birth a Cypriot, and one who pretended 
to be a magician, and endeavoured to periuade 
her to forlake her prefent hufband, and marry 
him; and promifed, that, if Ihe would not 
refufe him, he would make her a happy wo¬ 
man. Accordingly fhe added ill, and becaufe 
Ihe was deftrous to avoid her filler Bernice’s 
envy, for ftie was very ill-treated by her on 
account of her beauty, was prevailed upon to 
tranfgrefs the laws of her forefathers, and to 
marry Felix,; and, when he had had a fon by 
her, he named him Agrippa. But after what 
manner that young man, with his wife, perifli- 

ed 

us, A.uts xxiv. 24. whom this Simon, mentioned by Jofe- 
phus, perfuuded to leave her former hulband, A7.iv.1ts, 
king of Emefa, a profdyte of jultice, and to marry Fe¬ 
lix, the heathen procurator of Judea, Tacitus, Hilt. V. y» 
fuppofes her to be an heathen, and the grand-daughter of 
Antonius and Cleopatra, contrary both to St Luke and 
Jofephus, Now Tacitus lived fomewhat too remote both 
as to time and place, to be compared with cither of thofe 
Jewilh writers, in a matter concerning tire jews in Judea 
in their own days,and concerning a filler of Agrippa junior, 
with which Agrippa jofephus was himfelf fo well ac¬ 
quainted. It is probable that Tacitus may fay true, when 
he informs u.s, that this Felix (\yho had in all three wivt.s, 
or queens, as Suetonius in Claud- § 28. allures us) did 
once marry fuch a grand-child of Antonius aful Cleopa¬ 
tra ; and, finding the name of one of them to have been 
- Drujdlu, he millook.hcr for that other wife, whole stamen 
' he did not know.. 
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dVat the conflagration * of the mountain Ve- 1 
fufuis-fo-thc clays of Titus Caefar, lhall be re- ; 
lated hereafter.f 

3. But as for Bernice, fhe lived a widow 
a long while after .the death of Herod [king of 
.Chalcis] who, was both her hufband and her ■ 
tTncle; but, when the report went that (he had 
criminal converfation with her brother [Agrip- 
pa junior] fhe perfuaded Pol euro, who was : 
king of Cilicia, to be circumcifed, and to mar- 
ry her, as iu^pofmg, that by this means fhe • 
fhoulcl prove thole calumnies upon her to be | 
falfe; and Polemo was prevailed upon, and 
that chiefly on account of her riches. Yet did 
not this matrimony endure long ; but Bernice 
left Polemo, and, as was laid, with impure in¬ 
tentions. 80 he forfcok at once this matrimo¬ 
ny, and the Jcwith religion ; and at the fame 
time Mariainne put away Archclaus, and was . 
married to Demetrius, the principal man a- 
rnong the Alexandrian Jews both for his fami¬ 
ly and his wealth; and indeed he was then 
their alabarch.t So fhe named her fon, whom , 
fhe had by him-, Agrippinas. But of all thefe 
particulars we lhall hereafter treat more e.v- 
a£tly4 | 

_ j 

CHAP. VIII. | 

1 

After what Manner , upon the Death of Clau¬ 
dius, Nero fucccedcd in the Government ; as 
alfo what barbarous 'Things he did. Concern- ; 
tag the Robbers, Murderers, and Jmpcfors, ; 
that arofe, while Felix and Fefm were Pro¬ 
curators■ of fade a. 

§ i.'VTQW Claudius C&far died when he 
J had .reigned thirteen years, eight 
months, and twenty days ; § and a report went 
about, that he was poifoned by his wife Agrip- 

* This eruption ofVefuvius was etie of the grfafefl; 
•wc have in hillory. See Bianchini’s curious and impor¬ 
tant obiervations on this Vefuvius, and its feven fcvcral 
great eruptions, with their remains vitrifkd, and flill ex- 
ifting, jn fo many different jlnUa underground, till the 
^diggers came to therantediluvjan waters, with their pro-, 
portionablc inter fticcs, implying the ddugc to have been 
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pina. Her father was Germanicus, the bro¬ 
ther of Carfar. Iler htilband was Domituis 
Anobarbus, one ol the mod illudriaus pc Horn 
that was in the city of Rome ; after whofc 
death, and her own long continuance ill widow¬ 
hood, Claudius took her to wife. She brought 
along with her a foil, Domitins, of the dune 
name with his father. He had before this flam 
his wile Meflalina out of jealouly, by whom he 
had had his children Iiritannicus and Oclavia ; 
their cldell fifler was Antonia, whom he Inui 
by Pelina, his fird wile, lie alfo married Oe- 
tavia to A T cro ; for that was the name that Car- 
far .gave him afterward, upon his adopting him 
for his fon. 

2. But now Agrippina was afraid, left, 
when Britannicus fhould come to man’s eftatc, 
he fhould fueceed his father in the government, 
and defired tofeizc upon the principality be- 
forc-hand for her own fon [Nero]; upon which 
the report went, that fhe thence compaflcd the 

' death of Claudius. Accordingly flic fent Bur¬ 
rhus, .the general of the army, immediately, 
and with him the tribunes, and fuch alfo of the 
freed-men as were of the greateft authority, to 
bring Nero away-into the camp, and to falutc 
him emperor. And, when Nero had thus ob¬ 
tained the government, he got Britannicus to 
he fo poifoned, that the multitude fhould not 
perceive it^^ltl^^gh he publicly put his own 
mother to^eatlinot long afterward ; making 
; her this requital, not only for being born of 
her, but for bringing it fo about by her contri- 
! vances, that he obtained the Roman empire, 
j He alfo flew Oktavia, his own wife, and many 
other illuftrious perfons, under this pretence, 

| that they plotted again!! him. 

3. But I omit any farther difcotirfe about 
1 thele affairs; for there have .been a great many 

who 

above 2500 years before the Chriilian sera, according to 
our exacted chronology. 

f This is now wanting. t This alfo is now wanting. 

§ This duration of the re>gn of Claadiu* agrees with 
Dio, as Dr. Hudfon here remarks ; as he alio remarks, 
that Nero’s name, which was at fir ft L. Domitws /T.m- 
bnrius, after Claudius had adopted him, was Nero C/wc..- 

dm Ca/ar-. Dru/us Germanicus*. 

* * 
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who have composed the ldflory of Nero ; fome 
of which have departed from the truth of faffs 
out oi iuvour, as having received benefits from 
him ; while others, out of hatred to him, and 
the great ill-will which they bare him, have lb 
impudently raved againlt him with their lies, 
that they juftly deleave ,to be condemned. Nor 
do 1 wonder at Inch as have told lies of Nero, 
fmcc they have not in their writings prderved 
the truth of hiltory as to thole faffs that were 
earlier than this time, even when the affors 
could have no way incurred their hatred, fmee 
thofe writers lived a long time after them. But, 
as to thefo that have no regard to truth, they 
may write as they plcafe ; for in that they take 
delight: but as to ourielvcs, who have made 
truth our direff aim, we lhall briefly touch 
upon what only belongs remotely to this un¬ 
dertaking, hut lhall relate what hath happened 
to us Jews with great accuracy, and lhall not 
.grudge our pains in giving an account both of 
the calamities we have fullered, and of the 
crimes we have been guilty of. I will now 
therefore return to the relation of our own af¬ 
fairs. 

4. For in the firll year of the reign of Nero, 
upon the death of Azizus, king of Kmefa, Soe- 
mus * his brother i’ucccedcd in his kingdom, 
and Arilfobulus, the Ion of Herod, king of 
Chalcis, was intruded by Nero with the go¬ 
vernment of the Lefler Arlffenklfr Cat far alio 
bellowed upon Agrippa a certain part of Gali¬ 
lee, Tiberias, J and Tarichcrc, and ordered 
them to lubmit to his jurildiffion. He gave 
him alto Julias, a city of Perea, with fourteen 
villages that lay,about it. 

y Now, as for the affairs of the Jews, they 
grew world and world continually ; for the 
country was again filled with robberies, and 
impoflcrs who deluded the multitude. Yet 

* This Socmus is elfcwhere mentioned [by Jofephus in 
his own Life, j 11. as alfo] by Dio Cailius and Tacitus, 
as Dr Ilmlt’ou informs us. 

■f This agrees with J Tephus’s frequent ac counts elfe- 
wIrvc in his own Life, that Tiberias, and Tarichcae, and 
(Onud.i, were under this Agrippa junior, till Julius, the 
mu of Pillus, feized upon them for the Jews upon the 
breaking out of the war. . 
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did Felix catch and put to death many ..f 
thofe impoftors every day, together with die 
robbers. Fie alfo caught Eleazar, the fon of 
Dineas, who had gotten together a company 
| of robbers j and this he did by treachery ; for 
he gave him affurance, that he lhould fufftp 
no harm, and thereby perfuaded him to come 
; to him ; hut, when lie came, he hound him, 

| and lent him.to Rome. Felix alfo bore an ill- 
will to Jonathan the high-pried, becaufe he 
i frequently gave him admonitions about go- 
! verning the Jewifh affairs better than he did, 
Icit he lhould hiinlelf have complaints made of 
j him by the multitude, fincc he it was who had 
; delired Cat far to lend him as procurator of Ju- 
! dca. So Felix contrived a method whereby 
! he might get rid of him, now he was become 
fo continually troublefome to him ; for Inch 
continual admonitions are grievous to thofe 
who are dilpofed to a<ft unjuitly. Wherefore 
Felix perfuaded one of Jonathan’s moll faithful 
friends, a citizen of Jerulalem, whole name 
was Doras, to bring the robbers upon Jonathan, 
in order to kill him ; and this he did by pro- 
mifmg to give him a great deal of money for 
fo doing. Doras complied with the propofal, 
and contrived matters fo, that the robbers 
might murder him after the following manner : 
Certain of thofe robbers went up to the city, 
as if they were going to worfhip God, while 
they had daggers under their garments, and, 
by thus mingling thcmfelves among the multi¬ 
tude, they flew Jonathan and, as this murder 
was never avenged, the robbers went up with 
the greatell; fecurity at the feftivals after this 
time; and having weapons concealed in like 
j manner as before, and mingling themfelves a- 
| mong the multitude, they flew certain of their 
own enemies, and were fubfervient to other 

men 

| This treacherous and barbarous murder of the good 
•high prieft Jonathan, by the contrivance of this wicked 
procurator Felix, was the immediate occafion^of the cn- 
! fuing murders by the Sicarii or ruthans, and one great 
caufe of the following horrid cruelties and miferirs of the 
Jew if! 1 nation, as Jofephus here fuppofes ; whole excel-/ 
lent refleAion on the grofs wickedncfs of that nation, as 

she 
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\cn for money, anil (lew others not only In 1 
lemotc pa«s of the ciry, bit in the temple it- j 
ieh alio; for they had the boidncfs to murder | 
men there, without thinking of the impiety of j 
. which they were .guilty. And this feeras to ! 
me to have been the reafon wiry God, out of 
- 4 u c hatred of -tilde mens wickednefs, rejected 
oar city; and as for the temple, he no longer 
dtcemed it fufticiently pure for him to inhabit 
therein, but brought the Romans upon us, and I 
threw a lire bpon the city to purge it, and j 
brought upon us, our wives, and children, ! 
llaverv, as ddirous to make us wifer by our j 
calamities, 

(>. These works, that were done by the !j 
robbers, filled the city with all forts of impiety. |: 
Ami now thele * impoftors and deceivers per- j! 
Cubed the multitude to follow them into the 
widen ids, and pretended that they would ex¬ 
hibit mjnifdl wonders and ligns, that fbould 
he performed by the providence of God. And 
many that were prevailed on by them buf¬ 
fered the punilliments of their folly ; for Felix ; 
brought them back, and then punifhed them. J 
Moreover, there came out of F.gyptf about 
this time, to Jerufalcm, one that faid he was ! 
a prophet, and advifed the multitude of the ! 
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v vca people-to go along with him to the 
Mount of Olives, as it was called, which lay 
over again ft the city, and at the difptncc oi 
five furlongs, He faid farther, th.it 1 ui would 
drew them from hcaice, how, at his command, 
the walls of Jerufalcm would fall down ; ami 
he promifed them, that he would procure them 
an entrance into the city through thoie walls, 
when they were fallen down. Now, when 
Felix was informed of thefc things, he ordered 
his foldiers to take their weapons, and came 
again ft them, with a great number of horl'e- 
men and footmen, from Jerufalcm, and at¬ 
tacked the Egyptian, and the people that were 
with him. Fie alio flew four hundred of them, 
and took two hundred alive. But the Egypti¬ 
an himfelf efcaped out of the fight, but did not 
appear any more. And again the robbers 
fibred up the people to make war with the 
Romans, and faid, they ought not to obey 
them at all; and, when any perfons would 
not comply with them, they fat fire to their 
villages, and plundered them. 

7. And now it was that a great fedition a- 
rofe between the jews that inhabited Cnefarea, 
and the Syrians who dwelt there a lib, concern¬ 
ing 


the direct caufe of their terrible deflrucHon, is well wor¬ 
thy the attention of every Jewifh, and of every Chriftian 
reader. And, (mce we are foon coming to the catalogue 
of the Jewifh high pricfls, it may not be amifs, with Re- 
land, to infert this Jonathan among tliem, and to trauf- 
cribe his particular catalogue of the lalt twenty-eight high 
prieiis, taken out of Jofcphus, and begin with Ananelus, 


w ho was made by Herod the Great. Sec Antiq, C. XV. 
chap. ii. § 4. and the note there. • -e—•—" — 

1. Ananelus. io. Ifmael, the fon of 


2. Ariftobulus. 

3. Jclusjthe fon of Fabus. 

4. Simon, the fon of Bo- 

rthllS. 

5. Matthias, the fon of 
Thcophilus. 

6 . Joazar, the fon of Bo- 
cthus. 

7. Eleazar, the fon of Bo- 

cthus. 

8. Jefns, the fon of Sic. 

9. [Annas, or] Ananas, 
thAfcn of Seth. 


F.ibus. 

11. Eleazar, the fon of 
Ananus. 

12. Simon, the fon of 
Camiihus. 

13. Jofcphus Caiaphas, 
the fon-in-law to Ananus. 

14. Jonathan, the fon of 
Ananus. 

15. Thcophilus, his bro¬ 
ther, and fon df Ananus. 

1 6 . Simon, the fon of Bo- 
ethus 


! 17. Matthias, the brother 

i of Jonatlian, and foil of A- 
! nanus. 

18. Aljoneus. 

19. Jofcphus, the fon of 
I Camydus. 

20. Ananias, the fon of 
Nebedeus. 

21. Jonathas. 

22. Ilinael, the fon of 


23. Joftph Cahi, the fon 
of Simon. 

24. Ananus, the fori of 
Ananus. 

2;. Jcfus, the fon of 
Dam nous. 

26. Jcfus, the fon of Ga¬ 
maliel. 

27. Matthias, the fon of 
Thcophilus. 

28. Phannias, the fon o; 
Samuel. 


As for Ananus, and Jofoph Caiaphas, here mentioned 
about the middle of this catalogue, they arc no other 
than thofe Annas and Caiaphas, fo often mentioned in 
fire four gofpels and that Ananias, the fon of Nebcdc- 
us, was that high prieft lie fore whom St. Paul pleaded 
his own cairfe, Atb xxiv. 

* Of tbefe Jewifh impoftors and ftlfe prophets, with 
many other circumftanecs and miferies of the Jecvs, til! 
their utter deftrudtion, foretold by our Saviour, fee Lit. 
Accompl. of Proph. p. 58,--—75. 

+ Of this Egyptian impoflor, and the number of lib 
followers in Jofcphus, fee AiL; xxi. 38. 

•» Q P 



Book X X. 


■uo ANTI QJJ I T I E S 

ing their eqtul right to the privileges belong- j 
i ; ig to ciii/eus; for the Jews claimed the pre¬ 
eminence/bccaufe Herod their king was the 
Builder of Cmfirea, and becaufe he was by j 
birth a Jew. Now the Syrians did not deny I 
what was alledged about Herod ; but they faid, ! 
that Cxfurea was formerly called Strata's j 
1 Tower , and that then there was not one Jew- I 
idi inhabitant. When the pvefulents of that 
country heard of thefc diforders, they caught 
the authors of them on both fules, and tor¬ 
mented them with Rripes, and by that means 
put a Hop to the difturbancc for a time. Bur 
the Jewiih citizens, depending on their wealth, 
and on that account defpifing the Syrians, re¬ 
proached them again, and hoped to provoke 
them by fuch reproaches. However, the Sy¬ 
rians, though they were inferior in wealth, 
yet valuing themfelves highly on this account, 
that the greateft part of Roman fokliers that 
were there were either of Ccefarea or Scbafte ; 
they alfo for fume time ufed reproachful lan¬ 
guage to the Jews alfo; and thus it was, till at 
length they came to throwing Hones at one an¬ 
other, and feveral were wounded, and fell on 
both iidcs, though Hill the Jews were the con¬ 
querors. But when Felix faw that this quarrel 
was become a kind of war, he came upon them 
on the fudden, and clefired the Jews to defift; 
and, when they refilled fo to do, he armed his 
ioldiers, and lent them out upon them, and 
flew many of them, and took more of them 
alive, and permitted his foldiers to plunder 
iome of the houfes of .the citizens, which were 
full of riches. Now thofe Jews that were 
more moderate, and of principal dignity among 
them, were afraid of themlelves, anddelired of 
Felix, that be would found a retreat to his 
foldiers, and fpare them for the future, and 
afford them room for repentance for what they 
had done; and Felix was prevailed upon to 
do fo. 

8 . About this time king Agrippa gave the 
high priefthood to Ifmael, who was the ion of 

# The'-wi< kedntfs here was very peculiar and extraor¬ 
dinary, that the high pried* ihould fo opprefs their brethren . 
the pridls, as to ftarve the poored of them-to death. See 
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Fabi. And now arofe a fediticn between rim 
! high priefts and the principal men of the mul¬ 
titude of Jerufalem ; each of which got them 
a company of the boldeit fort of men, and oi 
thofe that loved innovations, about them, am! 
became leaders to them ; and, when they flrug- 
; glcd together, they did it by caHing reproach! ul 
j words againH one another, and by throwing 
Hones alfo. And there was nobody to rcpro\ c 
them; but thefe diforders were done after a li¬ 
centious manner in the city, as if it had no go¬ 
vernment over it. And fuch was the impu¬ 
dence * and boldnefs that had feized on the high 
prieHs, that they had the hardinefs to fend their 
fervants into the threfliing-floors, to take away 
thofe tithes that were due to the prieHs ; info- 
much, that it fo fell out, that the poorer fort of 
the prieHs died for want. To this degree did 
the violence of the feditious prevail over all 
right and juHice !' 

9. Now, when Porcius Fcflus was fent as fue- 
celTor to Felix by Nero, the principal of the 
Jewiih inhabitants of Ctefarea went up to Rome 
to accufe Felix ; and he had certainly been 
brought to punifhment, unlefs Nero had yield¬ 
ed to the importunate folicitations of his bro¬ 
ther Pallas, who was at that time had in the 
greateH honour by him. Two of the principal 
Syrians in Casfarea perfuaded Burrhus, who 
was Nero’s Tutor, and fecretary for his Greek 
epiflles, by giving him a great fum of money, 
to dilannul that equality of the Jewifli privi¬ 
leges of citizens which they hitherto enjoyed. 
So Burrhus, by his folicitations, obtained leave 
of the emperor, that an eplHle fhould be writ¬ 
ten to that purpofe. This epiRle became the 
occafion of the following miieries that befcl 
our nation ; for, when the Jews of Catfarea 
were informed of the contents of this epiHle to- 
the Syrians, they were more diforderly than 
before, till a war was kindled. 

10. Upon FeHus’s coming into Judea, it 
happened that Judea was afflidled by the rob- 

. * bers, 

the like prefently, chap. ix. \ 1. Such fatal crimes arc 
covetoufnefs and tyranny in the ciegry, at well as in the 
luity, in all ages ! 
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jk’T while all the villages were let on lire, and 
plundered by them. And then it was that the 
Sicarii, as they were called, who were robbers, 
grew numerous. They made ule of linall 
i words, not much di fie rent in length from the 
Perlian acinaca y but iomewhit crooked, and 
-Wee the Roman Jieee [or iicklcs] as they were 
called ; and from thole weapons thefe robbers 
got their denomination ; and with thofc wea¬ 
pons they Hew a great many; for they mingled 
themlclves amsng the multitude at their fefli- 
vals, when they were come up in crowds from 
all parts to the city to worfhip God, as we laid 
before, and ealily Hew thole that they had a 
mind to Hay. They alio came frequently upon 
the villages belonging to their enemies, with 
their weapons, and plundered them, and let 
them on lire. So l'cllus lent forces, both h ode- 
men and footmen, to fall upon thole that had 
been fedueed by a ccrti’m impoftor, who pro- 
mi led them deliverance and freedom from the 
mifcrics they were under, il they would but 
follow him as far as the wildernefs. Accor¬ 
dingly thofc forces that were lent, deffroyed 
both him that had deluded them, and thofe 1 
that were his lollowcrs allb. 

it. About the fame time king Agrippa i 
built himfclf a very large dining-room in the j 
royal palace at Jerufaletn, near to the portico. J 
Now this palace had been created of old by 
the children of Alamoneus, and was Hmated 
upon an elevation, and afforded a moil delight¬ 
ful profpebt to thole that had a mintl to take a 
view of the city, which prolpedl was delired 
by the king; and there he could lie down, and 
cat, and thence obferve what was done in the 
temple : which thing, when the chief men of i 
jeruialem faw,they were very much difplcafal at ; 
it ; for it was not agreeable to the inllitutions | 
of our country or law, that what was done in 
the temple fhould be viewed by others; efpecully 
what belonged to the iacrifices. They thcre- 

* Wc have here enc eminent example cf Nero 3 m:ld- 
ncfs ami goodnefs in hn government towards the Jews, 
during rfse firft five years of hi.; reign, f> famous, in :in- 
tmiiity j we have pciliaps .mother in Jofcphns’s twn Lee, 
"Try. and a third, though of a very di ill; cat nature here, 


lore ercdled a wall ujxm the uppermoft build¬ 
ing, which belonged to the inner-comt of the 
temple, towards the weft ; which wall, when 
it was built x did not only intercept tha proi- 
pett of the dining-room in the paiace, but alio 
of the weflern cloiflers that belonged to Iik 
j outer-court of the temple alio, whore it v.a 
I that the Romans kept guards for the temple at 
, the feflivals. At thclc doings, both king Agrip¬ 
pa, and principally Fcftus the procurator, were 
much difpleafed ; and Feftus ordered them to 
pull the wall down again: but the Jews peti- 
; tinned him to give them leave to fend an am- 
i baffage about this matter to Nero ; for they 
I laid, they could not endure to live, if any part 
1 of the temple fhould he demolifhed : and when 
■ Feftus had given them leave fo to do, they feut 
ten of their principal men to Nero, as alio If- 
mael the high prieft, and Hclcias, the keeper 
of the facred treafure. And when Nero had 
heard what they had to fay, he not only for- 
gave* them what they had already done, but 
alfo gave them leave to let the wall they had 
built (land. This was granted them in order, 
to gratify Poppca, Nero’s wife, who was a re¬ 
ligious woman, and had requefted thefe favours 
of Nero, and who gave order to the ten ambal- 
fadors to go their way home ; but retained 
Helcias and llmacl as boftages with herfelf. 
As foon as the king heard this news, he gave 
the high pnclthood to Jofcph, who w T as called 
Cal/j, the ion of Simon, formerly high prieft. 

C H A P. IX. 

Concerning Albums , under whofe Procurator- 
flip ‘James was (lain ; as a jo what Edijices 
were built by Agrippa. 

§ i. A ND now Cxfar, upon hearing the- 
r \ death of Feftus, ieut Aibinus into 

Judea, 

in§ 9. juft before. However, both tin fe generous afh> ot 
kitjdilefs were obtained of Nero by his queen JV-ppra, 
who was a Tcligious lady, and perhaps privately a Jesvilli 
profeiyte, end fo were not owing entirely to Nero’s ow n 
good neb. 
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Juilci, ns procurator. But the king deprived 
Jofeph of the'high priefthood, and bedewed! 
the fucceflion to that dignity on the fou of A- 
:unus, 'who was alfo himfclf called Vlnatius. 
Now the report goes, that this eldell Ananus 
proved a moll fortunate man ; for he had live 
tons, who had all performed the office of an 
high pric'd to God, and who had himfclf en- : 
joyed that dignity a long time formerly, which ! 
had never happened to any other of our high 
priefls. But this younger Ananus, who, as we 
have told yon already, took the high pried- j 
liood, was a bold man in his temper, and very j 
infolent: he was alfo of the left of the Saddu- j 
c.eq* who are very rigid in judging offenders, j 
above all the reft of the Jews, as we have al¬ 
ready obferved ; when, therefore, Ananus was 
of this diipoiition, he thought he had now a 
proper opportunity [to cxercife his authority.] 
fell us was now dead, and Albinus was but 
upon the road ; fo he affetnblcd the fanhedrim 
of judges, and brought before them the bro¬ 
ther of Jefus, who was called Chnj ?, whole 
name was James, and fome others [or, fome , 
-of his companions.] And when he had form¬ 
ed an accufation againft them as breakers of 
the law, he delivered them to be floncd : but I 
as for thole who fccuned the mod equitable of 
the citizens, and Inch as were the molt uneafy 
at the breach of the law's, they diHiked what 
was done ; they alfo lent to the king [Agrip- 
pa] defiring him to fend to Ana nils, that he 
fhould a£t fo no more; for that what ht had | 

* !i lie nee evidently appears, that Naddrttvcs might be j 
high pridls in the days of lofepluis, nndthattheleS.nl- j 
.lu.-ces were ulually very tin ere anil inexorable judges, j 
white the I’harifces woe much milder ami more merciful, , 
as appears by Rehmd’s inllances in his note on this place, 
an*l on lofqthus’s Life, <j and thofe taken from tin: 
New Tdlnmrnt, from Jolep.bus himfclf, and from the 
Rabbins; nor do we meet with any Sndduccc; later chan 
this bigit pried in all Jofephus. 

(if this contlemnat ion of James the Juft, ami it; cauf- 
cs, as alfo that he did not die till long afterwards, fee 
Prim. Chrifl. Revived, Vol. HI. chap. 2 >liii,—xlvi. The 
fyii.cdvim condoled onr Saviour, but could not put him 
fn death w irhout the Approbation of the Roman proenra- 
ior: r.i.r ( otdd therefore Ananias and his fanhedrim do 
•iorc lu re, ii.um they never had Albinus 5 approbation for j 
<!;•' Dat ing this James to death. 
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already done, w r as not to be jufiifiul : 1' nay, 
}j fome of them went alfo to meet Albinos, as 
he was upon his journey from Alexandria, 
and informed him, that it was not lawful for 
Ananus to alienable a fanhedrim wiilu ui hh 
confent. Whereupon Albinus complied with 
what they faid, and wrote in anger to Ananu.s, 
and threatened, that he would bring him to 
puniihment for what lie had done ; on which 
account king Agrippa took the high pridlhood 
from him, when he had ruled but three months, 
and made Jefus, the Ion of Danmeus, high 
priefl. 

2. Now as foon as Albinus was conic to the 
city of Jerufalcm, he ufed all his endeavour:, 
and care that the country might be kept in 
peace, and this by dellroying manv of the Si¬ 
ca rii. But as for the high prieii. Anemias j , 

he increased in glory every dav, and this to a 
great iff. tee, and had obtained the favour and 
eficem of the citizens in a ligual manner ; Gr 
lie was a great hoarder up of money : he there¬ 
fore cultivated the friendfhip of Albinus, and 
of the high pricll [Jelus] by making them 
preients: he had alio fervants who were very 
wicked, who joined themfelves to the holdcfi: 
fort of the people, and went to the th re flung- 
floors, and took away the tithes that belonged 
to the priefls by violence, and did not refrain 
from beating fuch as would not give thefe tithes 
to them. So the other high priefls added in 
the like manner, as did thofe his fervants, with¬ 
out 

J This Ananias was not the fon of Nebedeus, as I take 
it, but he who was called Annas or Ananus the elder, tiic 
gth in the catalogue, and who hail been cflcemcd high 
jirieft for a long time v and, bcfidcs Caiaphas his fon-in- 
; lew, had five of his own fons high priefls after him, which 
were thofe of numbers i i, 14, 15, 17, 24, in the forego¬ 
ing catalogue. Nor ought we to pafs (lightly over what Jo- 
fop’nUs here fays of Annas or Ananias,that he was high prieft 
a long time before his children were fo ; lie was the fon of 
Seth, and is fer down firft for high prieft in the foregoing ca¬ 
talogue, under number g. He was made by Qmiinus, and 
continued fill Ifmael,the 10th in number,for about 2 .j year.-.; 
which long duration of his high pridlhood, joifted to the 
, fueceffions of his fon-in-law, and five children of his own, 
made him a fort of perpetual high pric'd, and was perhaps 
the occafion that former high pridls kept their titles evc*t’ 
afterwards ; for I believe it is hardly ir.ctwith before him. 
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t able o prohiiit them ; fo !j from the other; on which.account a fedTott 


ovt nnv one’s being able o prohiiit them ; lo ! 
that innie of [the pricib] that of old were J 
wn.U to be ftipported with thofe tithes, died i >r 
A/.ii'i of loud*. 

))r. '\ now the Saca ii went into the city 
bv’night, inti before the feftival, which was 
..^•v at band, and took tie feribebelonging to 
tin- sn.vcrnorW the temyle, while name was 
who was the i'onbf Anaitis [Ananias] 

,j hb.h pried, and botiul hin,j and carried 
hurt /Assay with them; ;fter w!iph they lent 
;n A 11411 iaand laid, that they wjuld fend 'he 
n nl e to him, if he wouaf perfuaSe Alhinus to 
j-: ic.oe ten of thole prioners vlkich he had 
, auri'.t o. th.eir puty ; i> Anani ^ was plainly 
i'otced to peftnade Alhims, and Sained his >e- 
i pie'll of hi in. Tills was he beguiling ofgrc.it- 
<■: c.d unif ,-s ; «br file rr ibers pcTietualiy con- 
■1 rived to retch fane of Ananias’ slervants, and 
when they had taken tbam alivi they would 
imt let them go, till they thetjby recovered 
§:■ i;h- of their own Si can. Anl as they were 
a-ain become no fmall nvtmlJr, they grery 
., 7 , 1 . 1 , and were a great .fllifti.p to 'die whole 

country. i 

4. Ai’.out this time it was fiat king Agrip- 
pa built Cadarea J’hilippi .irgtfi than it was be- 
fore, and, in honour ol Nero'.named *it Nct'o- 
u>as. And when lie had buil'fi theatre at He* 
r vtus, with vail cxpciices, he IcHtowcl on them 
Shews, to he exhibited every year, tnd ipent 
therein many ten thouiand [prachnv] : he 
all'o gave the'pcople a largelsdf corn, and dif- 
tributed oil among them, am|adornet the en¬ 
tire city with Hatties ol his ojn donaton, and 
with original images made 1 ^ ancient hands ; 
nav, he alinoll transferred that vas moll 
ornamental in his own kingdom thither 1 his 
made him more than ordinarily hateoby his 
iubjecls ; becaufc he took ttofc thing away 
that belonged to them to adirn a foreign city. 
And now'jefus, the foil of Gamaliel, btfamc 
the fucceflor of Jefus, thgj'ot of Damneig in 
the high pricRhood, which ihe king hadiken 

* This infoleai petition of fome »f the Levitcs, ttyear 
the facfrdotal g.umcnts «h.-n the fung hymns t<|5or! 

A hi the temple, was ury probably o.ving to the gre-'.de- 
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; multitude of wie! eel wretches, and this heeaule 
they were ol the myj latnily ; atul fo they ob¬ 
tained favour among them, heeaule of their 
kindred to Agrippa : but Hill they tiled vie- 
|; lence witli people, and were very ready to 
r plunder tliofe that were weaker than thenilelves. 
j! And lroin that time it principally came to pals, 
i that out city was greatly disordered, and that 
11 all things grew world and worie among us. 

’ 5. Hut when Albidus heard that (AHiur. 

floras was coming to Juccecd him, he was dc~ 
iirous to appear to do lomewhat that might he 
, grateful to the people of (crnfalem ; lo he 
! brought out all thole prifontrs who feemed to 
him to he the moH plainly worthy of death, 
! and ordered them to he put to death according¬ 
ly. But as to thofe who had been put into 
' piifon on feme trilling occasions, he took mo¬ 
ney of them, and dii’millcd them; by which 
means the priions were indeed emptied, but the 
country was filled with robbers. 

(>. Now as many of the Levitcs,* which is 
; a tribe ol ours, as were lingers of hymns, per- 
fuaded the king to aflcmble a fanhcdiim, and 
to give them leave to wear linen garments, as 
well as the priells; for they laid, that this 
would be a work worthy the times of his 
government, that he might have a memorial of 
!ueh a novelty, as being his doing. Nor did 
they fail of obtaining their defirc ; for the king, 
with the fuffrages of thofe that came into the 
fanhedrim, granted the lingers of hymns this 
privilege, that they might lay a fide their for¬ 
mer garments, and wear Inch a linen one as 

they 

■predion anil contempt tlie haughty high prictls .had now 
brought their brethren the pried* into ; ol which fee chap, 
viii. 5 8. and chan. ix. s 2. 

' 8(1 
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they dcfired ; and as a part of this tribe minif- 
tred in the temple, he alfo permitted them to 
leartl thsfe hymns as they had befought him 
for. Now all this was contrary to the laws of 
our country, which, whenever they have been * 
tranfgreflTcd, we have never been able to avoid 
the punishment of fuch tranfgreffions. 

7. And now it was that the temple * was I 
finifhed. So when the people faw that the 
workmen were unemployed, who were about 
eighteen thoufand, and that they, receiving no 
wages, were in want, becaufe they had earn- ! 
«d their bread by their labours about the tem- I 
pie ; and while they were unwilling to keep 
by them the treafures that were there repofited, 
out of fear of [their being carried away by] the 
Romans ; and while they had a regard to the 
making !provi(ion for the workmen, they had 
& mind to expend thole treafures upon them ; 
for if any one of them did but labour for a 
itngle hour, he received his pay immediately ; fo 
they perluaded him to rebuild the eaftem cloif- 
ters. Tliefe cloifters belonged to the outer-court, 
and were iituated in a deep valley, and had walls 
that reached four hundred cubits [in length] 
and were built of fquare and very white Hones, 
the length of each of' which Hones was twenty 
cubits, and their height fix cubits. This was 
the work of king Solomon f, who firft of all 
built the entire temple. But king Agrippa, who 
had the care of the temple committed to him 
by Claudius Csefar, conhdering that it is eafy 
to demoliih any building, but hard to build it 
up again, and that it was particularly hard to 
do it to thefe cloillers, which would require a 
r an tiderable time, and great fums of money, j 
he denied the petitioners their requeH about that 
matter; but he did not obflrudt them when 
they defired the city might be paved with 
white Hone. He alfo deprived Jeiiis, the fon 
of Gamaliel, of the high prieHhood, and gave 
it to Matthias, the fon of Theophilus, under 
whom the Jews war with the Romans took its 
beginning. 

* Of this fmHhing, not of the Naos, or holy boufe , but of 
the hieron, or courts about it, called in general the tangle, 
fee the note on B. XVII. chap. x. § 2. 
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: c h!a p. x. 

i _t 

An Envncratkk of the High P rifts. 

i t 

§ 1. A N f) now I think it proper, and a- 
ik gjceable Co this liiHory, to give an 
account of ojr high jprieHs ; how they begair, 
and who thole are Jhich arc capable of that 
dignity, and |ow tnapy of them there had been 
at the end of the war. In the HrH place, there¬ 
fore, hiftory Informs! us, that Aaron, the bro¬ 
ther of Molfs, officiated to God as an high. 
prieH, and tljat, after his death, his fons l'uc- 
ceeded him immediately ; and that this dignity 
hath been continued clown from them to ah 
! their poHerity. Whence it is the cuHom of 
our country, |that no one lhould take the high 
prieHhood ofGod, but he who is of the blood 
of Aaron, wljile every one that is of another 
Hock, though'he were a king, can never obtain 
that high priefthood." Accordingly the number 
of all the high prieHs from Aaron, of whom 
we have fpoken already as of the lirH of them, 
until Phanas, Who was made high prieH during 
the war, by tile feditious, was eighty-three: 
of whom .thirteen officiated as high prieHs in 
the wildetpefs, from the days of Moles, while 
the taberiacle was Handing, until the people 
came into 1 Judea, when king Solomon eredled 
a temple to Gocl: for at the HrH they held the 
high pri«Hhood j till the end of their life, al¬ 
though efterwald they had fucceffors while 
they ware alive.* Now thefe thirteen, who 
were the defeeneants of two of the fons of 
Aaron, received this dignity by fuccefiion one 
. after another; for their form of government 
J was antariHocracy, and after that a monarchy, 
and in the third place thc.government was re- 
, gal. flow the number of years during the rule 
I of thefe thirteen, jfrom the day when our fa^ 
I thers departed out of Egypt, under Moles their 
lead cf, until the building of that temple which 
king poloinon creeled at Jerufalem, were fix 
J | hundred 

f pf thefe cloifter=i of Solomon, fee the defeription of 
the rtmple, chap. xii|. They feem, by Jofephus’s words, 

. to h^vc been buih frdm the bottom of the valley. 


t 



Chap X. 


ANTI <^JU I T I K 

hundred and twelve. After thole thirteen high 
pridls, eighteen took the high prieflhood at 
jerulaleni, one in iiicceftion to another, from 
the days of fing Solomon, until Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar, king of Babylon, made an expedition a- 
gainft that city, and burnt the letnple, and re¬ 
moved our nation into Babylon, and then took 
Jofadek, the lii^h prieft, captive : the times of 
thefc high priefts were four hundred fixty-fix 
years, fix months, and ten days, while the 
jews were dill under the regal government. 
But after the term of the J'evcnty years captivity 
under the Babylonians, Cyrus, king of Perlia, 
lent the Jews from Babylon to their own land 
again, and gave them leave to rebuild their 
temple ; at which time Jefus, the fon of Jofa¬ 
dek, took the high priefthood over the captives, 
when they were returned home. Now he and 
his pol’tcrity, who were in ail fifteen, until 
king Antiochm Eupator, were under a demo- 
cratical government for four hundred and four¬ 
teen yedrs ; and then the forementioned An- 
tiochus, and Lyfia*, the genera 1 of his army, 
deprived Onias, who was alfo named Ment¬ 
ions ^ of the high prieflhood, aid flew him at 
Berea, and driving away the fen [of Onias the 
third] put Jacimus into the pkee of the high 
prieft, one that was indeed of the flock of 
Aaron, but not of that famil)of Onias. On 
which account Onias, who v\|s the nephew 
of Onias that was dead, andborc the fame 
name with his father, cama into Egypt, and 
got into the friendfhip of Ptolmy Phi'emetor, 
and ©f Cleopatra his wife, ancjierfuaded them 
to make him the high prieft of that temple 
which he built to God in tie prefecture of 
Heliopolis, and this in imitatin of that at Je- 
rufalem : but as for that .terjfle which , was 
built in Egypt, we have fpokefof it frequently, 
already. Now when Jacimuhad retaiiied the 
prieflhood three years, he die, ,and there was 
no one that fucceeded him, Ut the city con¬ 
tinued fevcii years withoat'tfrmgh prieft ; but 
then the pofterity of the fori of Afamoneus, 
who had the government of be nation con¬ 
ferred upon them, when thethad beaten the 
•Macedonians in war, appoint Jonathan to 
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he their high prieft, who ruled over them 
feven years. And when he had been {lain by 
the treacherous contrivance of Tlypho, as vw" 
have related ibmewhere, Simon his brotlmr 
'.took the high priefthood ; and when hcSva 1 
j dcflroyed at a fcaft by the.treachery of his fon 
in-law, his own fon, whole name was llyrc-t- 
uusy fucceeded him, after he had held the 
; high priefthood one year longer than his bro¬ 
ther. This Hyrcanus enjoyed that dignite 
J thirty years, and died an old man,leaving; thcTuc- 
; certion to Judas, who was alio called Ar 'ijlobvli:. , 

1 whole brother Alexander was bis heir ; which 
! Judas died of a fore diftemper, after he had 
] kept the priefthood, together with the royal 
authority : for this Judas was the full that put 
on his head a diadem, for one year. And 
when Alexander had been both king and high 
| prieft twenty-feven years, he departed this life, 
and permitted his wife Alexandra to appoint 
him that lhould be high prieft ; lb flic gave the 
high prieflhood to Ilyrcanus, hut retained the 
kingdom herfclf nine years, and then departed 
this life. The like duration [and no longer] 
did her fon Hyrcanus enjoy the high prieft¬ 
hood ; for after her death his brother Arillobu- 
lus fought again ft him, and heat him, and de¬ 
prived him ofhis principality ; and lie did him- 
felf both reign, and perform the office of high 
prieft to God. But when he had reigned three 
years, and as many months, Pompey came 
; upon him, and not only took the city of 
Jerufalem by force, but put him and his 
children in bonds, and fent them to Rome. 

, He alfo reftored the high prieflhood to Hvr- 
!' cartus, and made him, governor of, the na¬ 
tion, but forbade him to wear a diadem, 

! This Hyrcanus ruled, befides • his fir ft nine 
years, twenty-four years more, when Barza- 
pharnes and Pticorus, the generals of the Par- 
thians, parted over Euphrates, and fought with 
Hyrcanus, and took him alive, and made An- 
1 tigonus, the fon of Ariftobulus, king ;*and when 
he had reigned three years and three months, 
Sofius and Herod befieged him, and took him, 
when Antony had hirn brought to Antioch, and 

ftaiu 
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there. Herod was then made king bv 
the E .Oman';, but <hd no longer appoint high 
priells out. < 1 the family of Afamoneus; but 
made certain turn to he fo that were of no 
eminent families, but baud'* ol thole that were 
pries Ls, excepting that he once gave that dig¬ 
nity to Aritlohulur. ; fin- when lie had made 
this Ariftobulus, the grandion c i that flyrca- 
THis who was tal.'cu bv the Parthian?, and had 
takt’u hit, filler Maihuune to wile, he thereby 
aimed to win the good-will ni the people, who 
had a Lind remembrance I lyrcanus [his 
grandfather.] Vet did he afterward, out of his 
tear lull they fhould all bend their inclinations 
to Arillohuhis, put him to death, and that by 
contriving how to have him lu/ibcatcd, as he 
was Iwi turning at Jericho, as we have already 
related that matter : hut alter this man he ne¬ 
ver intruded the Inch pricllliood to the pofle- 
Titv of the ions oj Alamonuts. Aicliclaus al¬ 
to, Herod’s Ion, did like hit father in the ap¬ 
pointment of the high prieds, as did the Ro¬ 
mans alio, who took the government over the 
Ti‘"vs in; a their h mds afterward. Accordingly 
tin- nunrh.r id the high priells, from the daws 
of Hern 1 , until the day when Titus took the 
te* • , and. the city, and burnt: them, were in 

T, i .> cut-eight : the iime alio that belonged 
to* them, was ;n him meri and fovea veirs. 
Some !■,; di To w o :hi‘ p. sTo d governors of 
the ]ami !o under to,, r V>n o; llctod, and un¬ 
der the reign ot Ar hAaus, Ids ton; although 
after th ir death the govornment became an 
nrifhjor.'KV, and the high priells were intnirted 
with a mmiinmn < vev the nation. And thus 
much tn.iv fuihu to he laid concerning our 
high priells. 


C II A V. XT 

C-,"ccr.'/'/if Fh-rus the "Procwatvr, who ttecefji- 
i.ihtl the jf-'ws /ft t, iJt ap Anns agahijl the 
Roman*, VI. v.' (h.ndujbju. 

§ t.\TOW Go Hi its T’lorus, who was fent as 
i_xj fucceil’or to Albinas by Nero, filled 
ftule.i with abundance of miseries. He was 
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! by birth of the city Clazomcnte, and hi ought 
j along with him his wife Cleopatra (by whole 
| fricmlfhip with I’oppea, Nero’s wife, he ob¬ 
tained this government) who was no way (’li¬ 
ferent from him in wiekeduefs. T!,i. ; U ;y; 
was fo wi- ked^ and ib violent in the u!e of 
his authority, that the Jews took Albinas in 
have been [comparativeIv] th'jir bwfiAAor ; 
fo excel!; ve were the milchiei's that be { rr.nyhr 
upon them. For Albinas mneealcd hi wh 
ednefs, and was careful that it might not he 
! difeovered to all men ; hut (Ah.us }’ um. ,m 
though lie had Ixonlcnt on purp.ole in dm 
| his crimes to every body, made a pompous of. 
j! tentation of thgin to our nation, as n. w r o- 
! milting any list of violence, nor any unii.it 
! for r of pnniflnnent ; for lie war not p, 
cd by pity, and never was (atisfied w irh anv 
degree of gain that came "in his way • nor L.ul 
he any more regard to great, than to final! ac~ 
quihtions, hut became a partner with the rob¬ 
bers themfelvcs. For a great manv fell then 
. into that practice without fear, as having him 
I for their Tvurity, and depending on him, that 
l he would lave* them harmlefs in their parti - 
j cnlar rnbHTe.s: fo that there were no hounds 
i lit to ihe 1 atioTs miferies ; hut the unhappy 
: Jews, when they were not able to hear the 
j devaih,irons which the robbers made among 
i, them, were all under a ncccffity of leaving 
their own hah/.itions, and of flying away, as 
hoping to duel! more eaiily any where die in 
the world among foreigners [than in their own 
country. ] And what need l fay any more 
upon this hi ad? fincc it was this Horns who 
neccfiitaied us to take up arms again It the Ro¬ 
mans, while we thought it better to be de- 
ftroyed at once, than by little and little. Now 
this war began in the fecond year of the go¬ 
vernment of Horns, and the twelfth year of 
the reign of Neio. But then what adiofas we 
were forced to do, or what miferies we were 
i enabled to fid hr, ,rnay be accurately known by 
: inch as will pende thofe books which I have 
written about the Jewifh war. 

2 . 1 shall now, therefore, make an end 

here/ 




